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NUMBER   I. 


PARISHOFWICK. 

(County  and  Prejbyiery  of  Caithnefs. — Synod  of  Caith^ 
nefs  and  Sutherland,  J 

Sy  the  Reverend  Mr  WiLLiAuSvTH^KLAHD. 


Origin  of  tie  Name, 

THE  ancient  and  modern  name  of  this  parifli,  as  far  as 
can  no\^  be  afcertained»  is  that  of  Wick^  an  appella« 
tion  common  all  over  .the  northern  continent  of  Europe, 
fappofed  to  fignify  the  fame  with  the  Latin  word  vicus^  a 
village  or  fmall  town,  particularly  when  lying  adjacent  to  a 
bay,  or  arm  of  the  fea»  refembling  a  wicket.  When  any 
other  word  is  placed  before  or  after  it,  that  word  denotes 
Vol.  X.  A  fome 
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fpmc  peculiar  property,  for  which  the  town  or.  ^ilUgcii  re- 
markable, ^    y 

The  parifli  is  13  computed  miles  m  length,  and  7  m 
bscadth.  Its  figure  is  alu^oft  circuUr,  though,  id  fome 
places,  incjented.  The  extent  of  the  fca  coaft  is  more  than 
double  the  number  of  miles,  that  the  public  road  paffing  ih  a 
direft  line  can  mcafure.  The  (honeft  road  to  the  ferries 
to  the  Orkney  iflands,  being  evidently  by  Wick,  and  not  by 
Thurfo,  a  regulation  took  place,  in  1791,  by  which  the 
courfe  of  the  Orkney  poft  was  altered,  fo  that  it  now  goes  by 
the  former,  inftead  of  the  latter,  town. 

Sea  eoaji^  Rocks^  Caves^  £5V. — ^The  coaft  of  this  parifli  con* 
fifts  principally  of  high  rocks,  particularly  along  the  line  ex* 
tending  fi:om  Clyth  in  Latheron  parifli,  towards  Ulbfter,  the 
.popcrty  froiQ  which  Sir  John  Sinclair  derives  his  family 
title.  Thefe  rocks  are  prettily  diverfified  by  various  creeks, 
iprhere  fifliin^  boats  can  harbour  *•    The  filhermen,  on  this 

part 

*  The  names  of  the  different  creeks,  (in  the  provincial  dia- 
lt€t^j^oejy)  arc  numberlcfs.  They  fccro  to  be  partly  of  Danifli, 
9nd  partly  of  Englifh  derivation;  as  Whalegoe^  from  whales 
having  been  caft  a.fl^ore  there,  a  circumftance  that  has  happen* 
cd  on  different  parts  of  this  coaft — Rcagoe,  from  a  flimy  mine* 
ral  water  dying  the  face  of  the  rock — Ravengoe^  or  the  creek  of 
ravens — Heathegoe  abounding  with  heath — Toaf^oe^  or  the  flicl- 
%tx  of  foxes,  &c  There  is  alfo  a  rock  near  Uibfter  called  Le* 
(ban  oircy  a  name  which,  according  to  tradition,  it  obtained  from 
the  following  circumftance :  Gun  of  Clyth,  a  gentleman  of 
Caithnefs,  going  over  to  Denmark,  prevailed  upon  a  Danifli 
f  rincefs  to  marry  him.  In  returning  home,  to  make  preparations 
for  the  reception  of  the  lady  apd  her  attendants,  the  vcfTel^ 
\vith  the  expe^ed  guetts,  was  wrecked  upon  this  rock,  an4 
^very  foul  perifhed.  A  pot  full  of  gold,  the  remains  of  the 
^reck,  having  been  found  upon  the  rock,  it  hence  obtained  the 
»»mc  Pf  l4<gkfi  Qrc,  or  gpldca  flags,    Tii^  body  of  xfxt  Princefi 


p&rt  of  tKe  coafti  to  get  to  their  boats  defcend  a  huge  preci« 
pice  by  winding  fteps  in  the  face  of  the  rock,  by  which 
fbme  lives  have  been  loft ;  and  yet|  from  frequent  praAice^ 
it  is  often  done  without  affiftance,  by  a  blind  fifherman  in 
Ulbfter.     To  fecure  their  boats  from  being  dafhed  againflr 
the  rocks,  particularly  in  ftorms  and  ftream  tides,  the  filiier-i 
men  hang  up  their  yauls  by  ropes,  on  hooks  fixed  in  the  face 
of  the  rock,  above  the  level  of  the  water,  where  they  are 
iafeiy  fofpended,  tUl  the  weather  is  fit  for  going  to  fea.     Mr 
Brodie,  tackfman  of  Ulbfter,  has  paid  fome  attention  to  tho 
cleaning  of  thefe  havens,  and  rendering  the  paiTage  eafier 
down  the  declivity.     At  one  of  thcfc  creeks  (called  Faligoc 
from  the  fall  of  water)  is  a  fine  cafcade,  rufhing  down  a  very 
high  precipice,  which,  with  the  reflection  of  the  fun,  makes 
a  very  confpicuous  appearance,  from  a  confiderable  diftance 
atfea.     Underneath  thefe  rocks  are  many  coves,  extending 
vp  a  confiderable  way,  and  accefiible  only  by  water  in  boat^* 
In  thofe  hideous  caverns,  as  ^vifitors  advance,  the  light  of 
the  fun  is  gradually  excluded,  till  at  laft,  they  are  involved 
in  otter  darknefs,  and  recotirfe  muft  be  had  to  torches,  before 
diey  reach  the  ftrand.      Along  the  fhelving  fides  of  the 
coves,  many  cormorants  neftle  and  reft ;  and  the  report  of  a 
gun  fired  in  them  refounds  with  a  moft  tremendous  noife* 
In  the  ieafon  for  feal  catching,  the  fiihermen,  as  filently  as 
poffible,  land  in  boats  .at  the  head  of  the  coves,  on  the  beach» 
where  they  find -numbers  of  feals,  which  they  kill  with  blud- 
geons for  their  oil.    In  the  egrefs  from  thefe  coves,  the  gra- 
dual light  of  the  fun  is  enjoyed  with  double  fatisfaftion.  The 

magnificence ' 

was  thrown  afhore,  and  interred  in  the  neighbouring  burying- 
groond  at  Ulbfter,  where  Sir  John  Sinclair's  family  tomb  is 
fituated.  '  The  ftone,  which  is  faid  to  cover  her  grave,  is  (1711 
extant }  and  has  fome  Hieroglyphick  charaders  infchbed^ 
though  now  much  obliterated  by  timet 
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magnificenceof  the  fcene  is  heightened  bymanyrackjf  p^mUs 
of  immenfe  height,  rifiag,  at  fome  diftance,  oat  of  the  fea. 
Curious  petrefaftions,  fome  of ^  them  meafuring  from  9  to  3 
feet  in  length,  are  found  in  (bme  of  thefe  coves.  On  the 
eftatc  of  Hempriggs  in  the  mouth  of  a  creek,  one  very  re« 
markable  rock  forms  a  fmall  ifland,  about  a  gnn  (hot  in 
length  and  24  feet  in  width,  covered  with  green,  and  open 
at  the  top,  where  Tea  fowls  neftle ;  it  is  iupported  by  two 
oblong  pillars,  completely  intcrfcdtcd,  fo  widely,  that  a  boat 
can  eaiily  pafs  through,  and  fo  regularly,  that  it  appears 
more  like  the  work  of  art  than  of  nature*. 

Old  Wick Near  this  ifland  is  the  caftle  of  Old  Wick, 

built  upon  a  narrow  promontory :  It  is  now  a  ruin,  but  forms 
a  $ood  beacon  at  fea,  and  is  called  by  Tailors  the  Old  Man 
of  Wick.  It  Teems  to  have  been  istM/Vruded  for  a  place  of 
refuge,  having  the  ruins  of  a  ditch  and  draw-  bridge,  a  num^ 
ber  of  port  holes  for  defence,  and  a  conveyance  for  retreat* 
ing,  by  a  ftair  defcending  through  the  rock,  to  the  fea.  It 
was  once  the  relidence  of  the  Lords  Oliphant  (a  dormant 
title,)  one  of  whom  is  faid,  in  ancient  times,  to  have  beea 
murdered,  at  a  place  not  hx  diftant  from  his  caftle* 

Salmon  Fi/h/ng. — On  the  eftate  of  Hempriggs,  is  a  lock 
called  the  Salmon  Craig,  where  the  proprietor  has  a  falmon 
fifhing,  which  might  be  carried  on  more  extenfively  in  the 
bay  and  river  of  Wick.  The  general  opinion  is,  that  this  £• 
fhery  would  be  more  \  roduflive  were  the  courfe  of  the  river 
altered,  and  carried  in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  fea,  which  will  be 
the  cafe  if  the  projefled  new  harbour  takes  place* 

♦  The  rocks  along  the  coaft  of  thi*!  pariQi  abound  with  great 
varii  *y  of  fca-fowl,  cTpetially  marrots,  fcarts,  gulls,  wild  pi* 
geoiib,  5cc.  affoi  Umg  a  g^  eat  d  al  of  rock  fliooting,  the  produca 
of  which  the  filhcrmea  take  up  in  their  boats,  bit  and  eat  im 
wiater. 


Stio  Harhuf^^Tht  new  harbour  isnot  onljran'Dbjeft^f  the 
bigheft  importaiKe  to  the  tovm  kSdi  aod  its  immediate  neigk. 
bonrfapod,  bnt  to  thektogdomat  large.  It  vosld  he  the  ineaiie 
of  faviag  mwj  veffcls»  whicht  vhen  gvertaken  bf  ftorms  or 
contrafy  winds,  hate  no  place  of  (bdter,  bttween  Cronartjr 
and  Strosin^ ;  whence  ou  thi^  dangeroitt  coaft,  from  the 
want  of  a  harbour,  many  veflels  have  been  driven  afliore»  md 
many  lives  loft.     A  harbour  cooimqdious  for  a  iw^ii^r  of 
veiTeb,  and  fafe  in  all  weather,  might  be  made  at  Wick.  This 
would  be  particularly  beneficial  during  the  herring  fifliery, 
which  has  been  much  retarded  from  the  ;raQt  of  fach  a  Qkch 
ter.  In  1791*  no  leis  than  34  ve^U  lay  there  on  the  boimty, 
pent  up  in  very  narrow  bounds^  and  in  confiant  danger  pf 
running  foul  of  one  another.  The  j>ropoied  plan  for  this  haiy 
hour  however  could  not  be  executed  without  coniiderable  ex- 
pence.    It  was  laid  before  the  Britilh  Fiflicry  Society,  who 
fent  perfons  of  ikill  to  take  an  exafi  furvey  of  the  grounds, 
and  to  report  their  opinions^  which  was  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
fare.  A  corrcfpondcnce  has  in  confcquence  been  entered  into, 
with  Benjamin  Dunbar  of  Hcoipriggs,  the  proprietor,  for  feu-  ' 
ing  out,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  water,  oppofitc  to  the  towji 
of  Wick,  fcveral  hundred  acres  of  land,  for  building  a  fiih* 
ing  village.    The  harbour  at  prefent,  is  very  apt  to  be  chpak- 
ed  up  by  banks  of  fand,  thrown  up  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  which  arc  only  cleared  away,  by  ftrong   floods^ 
There  is  anothtr  inconvenience  often  felt  at  this  place,  that 
ve£els  mud  frequently  wait  both  for  a  fair  wind  and  a  ftirenni 
tide,  as  they  do  not  always  anfwer  at  the  fame  time.     A4ong 
the  coaft  near  Wick,  are  a  number  of  creeks,  or  goff,  imp 
which,  during  the  herring  fiihing  feafon,  fmall  boats  refort. 
which,  at  other  times,  are  laid  up  iii  a  fine  bafon,  at  a  little 
dlflance  to  the  north,  called  the  Broad-Haven  of  Wick,. 

•   StoKigoi. — ^Near  Wick  is  the  creek  of  Staxigoe,  deriving  its 
name  from  a  pyramidical  rock^  commonly  called  l^re  a  ftack, 

formed 
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formed  in  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  Many  vcSth  rdbrt  there 
in  fammer,  but  cannot  ride  there  with  fafetf  in  winter.  It  im 
a  kind  of  port,  where  confiderable  quantities  of  grain  and  meal» 
the  produce  of  the  ndghbonring  country,  are  (hipped  offl 
Several  perfons  have  commodious  ftore  houfes,  and  feme  kilns 
for  fmoaking  herring  have  alfe  been  built  there.  Ground  is 
feued  out  by  Mr  Dunbar,  the  proprietor,  fpr  dwelling  houfes, 
at  the  rate  of  lo  s.  per  acre  per  annum  for  99  years. 

NofS'Head.—'Sesir  Caftle  Sinclair,  is  a  high  rocky  promon-  - 
tory  called  No&Head,  confpicuous  feme  miles  off  even  in  the 
middle  of  the  country,  and  vifible  at  a  vaft  diftance  at  fea. 
If  a  beacon  were  ereAed  here,  and  a  light  houfe  at  Duncanfby* 
head,  (eamen  would  have  a  good  direAion  for  regulating  their 
courfe  through  the  dangerous  navigatk)n  of  the  Pentland 
Frith.  Many  accidents  have  happened  by  vcflels  (leering  too 
near  the  land,  in  the  dark,  and  proceeding  right  forward,  fe 
as,  inftead  of  entering  the  Firth,  to  involve  themfelves  among 
the  breakers  on  the  Sands  of  Kei(s,  where  they  are  inevitably 
wrecked. 

Caflles. — Clofe  to  each  other  are  Caftles  Sinclair  and  Gir- 
nigoc,  formerly  the  refidence  of  the  Earls  of  Caithnefs.  They 
are  acccffible  to  the  fea,  and  frem  to  have  been  built  with  the 
fame  view  as  tbe  caftle  of  old  Wick,  though  on  a  more  ex- 
tenfive  plan.  Not  far  from  thefe  venerable  ruins  is  Acker« 
gill  Tower,  once  the  refidence  of  the  Earls  Marifchall,  now 
the  feat  of  Benjamin  Dunbar  of  Hempriggs,  the  proprietor  of 
a  very  confiderable  eftate  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  the  Tower 
there  is  a  large  high  vaulted  hall,  and  another  juft  above  it, 
now  in  difufe;  the  walls  are  of  fuch  breadth,  that  12  or  14 
could  conveniently  fit  at  table  in  one  of  the  windows.  It  is 
built  clofe  by  the  fca^  and  near  it  is  an  cztcnfive  traA  of  green, 

called 
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taQed  die  linkl  of  Rdfsand  Wefter,  with  »  good  raUMt  iNos 
ttsk^  afibrdlng  a  pleafant  ride,  and  an  excellent  road  in  all  fea« 
ions ;  though  at  ebb  tide,  a  more  expeditious  courfe  is  taken 
hf  the  {andsy  which  extend  about  three  miles, 

J&^.— -At  Eeiis  in  this  parifh,  one  of  the  eftates  oF  Sir 
John  Sinclair^  is  an  excellent  manfion  houfe,  with  an  elegant 
fiair  and  cupola,  built  by  Sir  William  Sinclair  the  former  pro- 
prietor,  but  nqt  completely  finifhed.  Below  is  a  caftle  where 
•ncientlf  the  Earls  of  Caithnefs  occafionally  refided*  This 
cftate  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  of  Nybfter,  belonging  to 
lifr  Sinclair  of  Frefwick,  abound  with  peat  mofs.  At  Nybiter 
and  Sardett  are  fmall  falt-pans,  where  is  made  a  weak  kind 
qI  falt^  that  fdls  from  8  d.  to  lo  d.  fer  peck. 

Sea-ware. — Along  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  tl\ls  parifli 
where  the  beach  is  flat  and  level,  the  fea,  particularly  in 
winter  and  fpring  after  a  fiorm,  throws  in  great  quantitiesof 
fea-ware,  which  afford  abundance  of  manure  fpr  the  land. 
The  ware  is  fometimes  put  into  large  heaps,  and  allowed  to 
rot ;  and  then  becomes  a  very  ftrong  manure,  diflblving  into 
a  fat  faponaceous  fubftance,  producing  myriads  of  animalcu*- 
la,  and  fometimes  it  is  mixed  up  in  dunghills,  with  cods*heads, 
herring  garbage,  and  brine.  It  is  cut  at  ebb  tide  with  corn 
hooks  from  the  ftones,  and  burnt  into  kelp. — As  about  half 
the  coaft  of  this  parifli  is  fteep  and  rocky,  the  quantity  of 
kelp  made  in  it  is  not  confiderable,  not  exceeding,  at  ai^ 
average,  from  40  to  50  tons. 

/Jj/i^w/.— The  fifheries  along  the  (hore  of  this  parifli, 
form  an  objeft  of  confiderable  importance.  The  coaft  is  of 
g^t  extent,  and  abounds  with  a  vaft  variety  of  fiOi,  which^ 
^^es  what  is  annually  exported|  fiimi^es  the  inhabitants 

witli 
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^h  a  fibod  fixpply  dtirnig  eTcrj  feafon  of  tke  yeii'*     8^1* 

finon^  trout»  hcrringi  cod,  ling,  haddock,  whttiog,  mackarel^ 
Inlibutt  which  the  fiflien  here  cdl  turboti  ikate,  flounder, 
dog-fiih,  (from  whofe  liTers  a  great  qoanthy  of  oil  is  extrac- 
ted) a  red  fpeckled  prickly  filh  caDed  cumars,  cuddies,  that 
grow  up  to  the  fiae  of  a  cod|  and  are  then  called  fcaths,  fiUocks^ 
%  fmali  fiih  caught  with  the  rod  from  the  rocks  in  fuch  quanti- 
tiesi  as  to  be  fold  for  a  penny  an  hundred,  are  all  met  with  m 
fAenty }  land  eels,  crabs,  partans,  and  lobfters  are  alfd  caught 
here,  though  the  latter  not  to  fuch  extent  as  might  be  for 
the  Loiidoa  market,  to  which  it  is  now  in  agitation  to  fend 
them»-«>Many  years  ago,  the  cod  fifliing  was  carried  on  to  a 
tonfiderable  extent  on  this  coaft  v  but,  from  the  inattentiori 
or  unikilfulneis  of  the  fifliermen,  had  for  feme  time  beeri 
given  up,  except  merely  for  the  fupply  of  the  inhabitants^ 
till  of  hte  it  was  refumed  by  the  Mefllrs  Falls  of  Dunbar, 
who  entered  into  contraAs  with  the  fiihermen,  not  only  of 
tlus  place,  but  all  along  the  coaft  of  Caithnefs,  for  what  fi(h 
they  could  take. — ^Tbefe  contrails  have  been  afligned  td 
JAx&s  Selby,  Creflwell,  and  Co.  London,  who  now  carry  on 
the  fiihery  to  a  confiderable  extent. — ^The  fiChermen  receive 
quarterly  the  price  of  the  fifli  they  deliver,  at  the"  rate  of 
$td.  for  every  cod,  not  below  12  inches  in  length.  Small  as 
the  price  is,  yet,  as  it  enfhres  a  market,  it  enables  the  fifher- 
men,  who  are  moftly  farmers,  to  pay  their  rents  much  better 
than  before,      ^ 

A  boil-houfe  is  ere£led  at  Wick  for  pickling  the  falmoir 
caught  in  the  river Thurfo,  from  which  they  are  carried  by  land 
(about  20  mites  diftance)  to  fave  the  trouble  and  riik  of 
croffing  the  Pentland  Frith.  Several  hundred  of  kits,  contain- 
ing each  about  40  lb,  ofTahnonj  are  annually  fent  to  Lon. 
'  '      ■  •  don. 


don.  Thej  fctch  In  general  about  a  guinea  per  kit,  buC 
Ibmettiaes  more,  and  are  reckoned  among  the  Tery  beft  that 
cdme  to  the  London  market* 

An  ice  hoofe  has  alfo  been  boilt  here,  to  fappljr  Ice  for 
carrying  fi(h  to  London,  but  the  two  laft  winters  being  mildj 
Kttle  or  no  ice  could  be  got  ^  the  plan,  however,  is  by  no 
means  given  up. 

Hirrmg  Fj^rj^.— -From  time  immemorial  great  flioals  of 
herrings  have  vifited  this  coaft ;  till  of  late  years,  however, 
they  were  nauch  negleded,  the  people  contenting  them* 
fidves,  year  after  year,  with  ratching  a  few  on  hooks }  and 
pooecdkig  with  that  excellent  bait  to  the  cod«fifhing.  Bnt 
in  1767  and  1768,  a  more  enterprifing  fpiric  arofe.  Joha 
Sutherland  of  Wcftcr,  Meffrs  John  Anderfon  of  Wick, 
and  Ale&ander  Milkr  of  Staxigoe,  fitted  out  two  iloops 
on  the  bounty*  Ihey  proceeded  to  Shetland,  then  the 
fieareft  place  of  rendezvous,  where  they  were  entered  on  thef 
Cuftofx^-hottfe  books ;  returning  to  the  coaft  of  Caithnefs, 
they  fiflied  fucceisfutly,  but,  owing  to  fome  informality,  were 
deprived  of  the  bounty,  then  amounting  to  50  s.  per  ton. 
This  difappointment,  however,  did  not  deter  them  from 
maluog  another  trial  next  year,  though  on  a  kfier  fcale* 
They  fitted  out  only  one  (loop,  and  had  the  fame  fuccefs  ; 
bat  it  was  with  fome  difficulty  that  the  bounty  was  recover* 
ed«  The  adventure,  on  the  whole,  not  being  very  encou* 
mgingt  their  ardour  was  abated  for  fome  years,  but  the  place 
of  rendezvous  being  at  laft  altered,  the  herring  fi&ery  yearly 
iocreafcd  5  a  fpirit  of  emulation  arofe  between  the  natives  of 
the  town  and  feveral  adventurersp  who,  on  account  of  the 
filhery,  rcforted  to  Wick  from  other  places.  Curinjg  of  red, 
as  well  as  whlte^  herrings^  became  an  obje^k  of  attention ; 
Wql.X.    .  fi  aa4 
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and  both  the  red  knd  white  herrings  of  Wick  have  met  wkll 
Che  higheft  approbation  in  the  London  and  other  markets. 

The  fuccers  of  the  herring  fifhing  has  been  various^  but» 
on  the  whole,  increafing  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  ad- 
venturersy  and  the  fkill  they  acquire*.  In  1790,  32  veflels 
on  the  bounty,  meafuring  16 10  tons,  lay  at  Wicki  but  were 
greatly  hampered  for  want  of  a  good  harbour.  In  179I9 
the  number  amounted  to  44,  crammed  clofe  to  one  another, 
in  a  worfe  condition  than  ever.  They' were  much  damaged 
by  a  ftorm  in  the  height  of  the  fithing  feaibn,  notwithftand* 
ing  which,  the  quantity  caught  was  reckoned  not  inferior  to 
that  of  1790;  and  was  fufficient  to  load  all  the  bounty  ve& 
fels.  Many  more  might  have  been  caught,  had  there  been  ai 
good  harbour  for  the  vefTels  :  At  prefent  boats  only  can  be 
made  ufe  of;  and  it  is  an  agreeable  fight,  in  a  fine  evening, 
to  fee  upwards  of  200  of  them  at  once  under  fail,  the 
crews  in  high  fpirits,  fetting  out  for  the  fiihing  $  it  would, 
however,  be  ftill  more  pleafing  to  fee  as  many  large  vefi[el9 
bufied  in  the  fame  occupation,  which  might  be  the  cafe 
were  the  harbour  made  more  commodious.  NotwithAand- 
ing  the  fuccefs  of  late  years,  the  fifheries  of  Wick  are  as  yet 
in  their  infancy.  Before  they  can  flourifli,  fo  as  to  become 
a  national  objeA,  difiTerent  encouragements  would  be  nece& 
fary.  A  good  harbour  is  much  wanted,  as  nothing  of  the 
kind  can  be  found  on  all  the  eaft  coaft  of  Caithnefs ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  that  has  occafioned  much  damage,  as  wdl  as  lofi 

of 

.  •  It  appears  from  the  Cuftomhoufe  books,  that,  in  the  year 

1782,  363  barrels  of  white  herrings  were  exported;  in  the  year 

1783,  700  barrels;  in  1784,  i8©o;  in  1785,  1850;  in  I78(5, 
3338;  in  1787,  5000;  in  1788,8800;  in  1789,  9615,  of  red 
and  white  herrings;  and  in  1790,  no  lefs  than  10514  barrels 
of  white,  and  above  2000  barrels  of  rod  herrings,  befides  about 
70a  barrels  eftiraated  to  be  confiimed  in  the  county. 
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•f  lives,  even  during  the  herring  fi(hing  feafon,  which  at  this 
place  is  in  fummcr  and  the  beginning  of  autumn.  The 
coaft  being  very  open  and  dangerous,  fiihermen  will  not  ven- 
ture OQt  in  fmall  boats  but  in  very  promifing  weather.  The 
abolition  of  the  duty  on  coals  would  be  of  great  ufe  by  en- 
couraging the  refort  of  fettlers  to  carry  on  both  fifheries  and 
mannfaftures ;  and  iafllyi  it  would  be  of  importance  to  have 
1  large  fiipply  of  fait  and  caiks  laid  up  in  ftorehou^es^ 

It  would  alio  contribute  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  herring  fi- 
iliery  were  proper  regulations  laid  down  for  carrying  it  oi^ 
Real  fifhermen,  whofe  ^ole  bufinefs  and  intereft  ihould  be 
to  carry  on  all  forts  o(  fifhing,  ought  to  be  procured.  Al- 
though this  parilh  affords  as  good  a  fifliing  coaft  and  as  good 
.  Rations  as  could  be  wtihcdy  yet  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
there  are  hardly  any  real  tiihermen  belonging  to  it,  thofe 
alone  excepted  who  refort  to  Wick,  from  diii-erent  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  during  the  feafon  of  herring  fiihing  only. 
Such,  however,  is  the  defire  of  gain  that  j)ervades  all  forts  of 
tradefmen  here,  that  they  betake  themfeivcs  to  the  herring 
fifliing  when  they  think  it  likely  to  turn  to  better  account 
than  their  own  particular  bufinefs.  Weavers^  taylors,  (hoc- 
makers,  houfe  and  boat  carpenters,  black  (miths,  mafbns,  &c« 
in  this  and  the  neighbouring  pariflies,  having  made  a  little 

previous 

*  This  laft  is  an  objed  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Briiifu 
Fiihing  Society,  as  many  thoufaiid  bajrels  might  otua  he 
caught  in  one  night  here;  but,  from  its  uncertainty,  private  ad. 
venturers  cannot  afford  to  have  by  them  lo  great  a  Uock  ot  l<ilt 
and  calks,  as  would  be  neceifary  on  fuch  occalions  ;  the  couic 
quence  is,  that  when  the  herrings  run  beyond  expedlation,  l!ie 
private  Hocks  are  exhaufted,  the  industry  of  the  poor  tiiherman 
cramped,  and  the  hlh  allowed  to  he  on  their  hands,  though  per- 
haps the  merchants  were  bound  by  pa<51ion  to  receive  them* 
The  bed  remedy  would  be  to  take  off  entirely  the  duty  upon 
Cdt,  an  impoH  in  many  relpedls  impolitic  and  injudicious. 
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previous  preparation,  repair  to  the  filhbg  boats,  go  to  lea  ia 
the  night,  the  only  time  for  catching  herrings,  and  fpeod  sdl 
the  day  in  fleep,  by  which  their  cuftomers  are  fure  to  be  ill 
fenred.  Hufbandoieni  and  even  fmall  htmen,  hire  themfel* 
ves  oat,  during  the  filhing  fea£bn,  for  8d.  lod.  or  i  s,  per 
night  i  and,  during  the  courfe  of  about  three  months,  mafters^ 
;ire  at  a  coniiderable  lofs  for  fervants  to  carry  oq  the  bttfincfi 
of  their  farms.  Thefe  people  feldom  return  till  the  harveft 
begins,  thereby  earning  double  wages  for  the  fummer  feafon^ 

It  is  ao  unfortunate  circumftance  for  the  fiiherie#  that  the 
method  of  growing  and  manufacturing  hemp  is  not  knovrn 
in  this  neighbourhood,  where  there  is  fo  much  need  of  cord^i* 
age  and  netting.  At  prefent,  the  fifhermen  mufl:  boy  foreign 
)iemp,  from  the  merchants  of  Wick,  when  they  might  raifo 
|c  at  home  as  good  and  much  cheaper.  To  encourage  this^ 
the  truftees  ought  to  allow  higher  premiums  for  raifing  hemp 
Ihan  fldx  ^  at  prefent  they  are  on  the  fame  footing.  There  is 
pot  a  doubt  that  hemp  would  thrive  here,  there  being  plenty 
pf  excellent  manure,  and  abundance  of  fine  rich  black  loamy 
foiL 

Appearance  of  the  Couf2try.^-The  appearance  of  the  country, 
{n  general,  is  flat,  open,  and  champaign.  Very  confiderable 
Improvements  might  be  introduced  into  Caithneis,  whichi  it 
is.  to  be  hoped,  will  in  time  take  place.  Through  all  that 
fiounty  immenfe  tra^s  of  uncultivated  green  ground,  with  a 
good  depth  of  foil,  and  ready  for  the  plough,  lie  in  a  (late  of 
pature,  and  are  made  ufie  of  only  as  common  pafture,  but 
plight  eafily  be  converted  into  good  arable  land.  There  are 
^Ifo  (lill  larger  tradls  of  heath,  all  of  which  might  be  brought 
|tt,  and,  if  cultivated^  would  foon  render  the  county  capa- 
fcle  cf  ^iel4ing  double  tlii:  prefect  rent^  and  more  than  double 


fbe  prefent  ^oinSSoos.  In  moft  hma,  fileeirife^  tlwre  is  f 
great  deal  of  outfield  ground,  which,  after  being  kept  for  4  or 
5  years  in  oats«  is  only  fufiered  to  lie  by  for  2  or  3  years,  and 
never  receives  any  manurei  nor  is  properly  laid  down  with 
grais  feeds.  Soch,  however,  on  the  whole,  is  the  natoral  fer* 
tility  of  this  county,  that  with  a  very  indifferent  fyftem  of 
hdbandry,  it  is  able  to  export,  in  tdcrable  years,  no  lefs  than 
from  iSoooto  24000  bolls  of  bear  and  meal,  beiidesTuppiy» 
iag  the  confumption  of  its  own  inhabitants.  Wheat,  rye,  peafe, 
and  green  crops  are  very  little  in  ufe.  Rye  is  almoft  never 
fown  •. 

(7&M0//.— The  climate  is  healthy,  unlefi  in  very  rainy  fea^ 
fons,  when  the  air  is  impregnated  with  damps,  perhaps  great- 
er  than  in  the  more  fouthern  counties  of  Scotland ;  and  when 
the  moift  weather  is  of  long  continuance  whole  families  are 
infeAed  with  nervous  fevers,  diarrhoea,  and  dyfentery.  It  is 
a  general  remark  that  Caithnefs  fuffers  much  lefs  from  dry 
than  from  rainy  feafons,  for  moft  of  the  lands  in  that  county  ly- 
iog  on  rock,  the  rain  is  prevented  from  penetrating  very  deep ; 
and  the  rock  being  covered  by  a  ftratum  of  clay,  the  foil  re« 
tains  a  fufficient  degree  of  moifture  for  vegetation.  But,  when 
the  feafon  happens  to  be  exceffively  wet,  the  effeA  muft  be 
the  reverie;  the  foil  is  chilled,  and  a  late  crop,  is  generally 
the  coniequence.  Snow  does  not  remain  here  fo  long  as  in 
the  fouthi  from  the  country  being  expofed  to  the  influence  of 
the  German  Ocean.  On  the  coaft,  the  weather  is  fometimes 
piild  and  foft  when  there  is  fit>ft  in  the  interior  parts,  fo  that 

a 

*  As  a  proof  of  the  richnefs  of  the  foil  here^  it  may  be  ob« 
£erved,  that  there  are  many  fields,  which ,  in  the  memory  of 
man,  have  never  been  fown  with  any  thing  but  bear ;  with  only 
a  fprinkltng  of  manure  each  year,  fomciimcs  but  once  in  rwo 
years,  yet  have  always  yielded  as  abundant  a  crof  as  the  grouatf 
(911I4  carry. 
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%  traveller  feels  a  material  didereoce  of  clicnate  in  the  fazntf 
coanty 

Xtfi^/.— Tn  this  parifli  are  fome  fre(h  water  lakes  or  Iochs» 
One  %*  Hemprigg«  fumifhing  a  fufficiency  of  water  for  a  waulk- 
mill  a  diflillei-v  a  fnufif  r.ill.  a  linr-mill,  and  three  corn- mills. 
Thrr-  is  anothfr  loch,  curioufly  fituated  on  the  top  of  a  hill^ 
which  notwithf^anding,  ncvr  overflows  its  banks.  The  loch 
of  W^'fter,  comnntmicatire  wi^S  the  fea»  produces  plenty  of 
ezcelltrtn  f  Imon  trout,  fomeof  them  two  feet  in  length,  remark- 
able for  flavoi  r  dciaacy,  and  richnefs.  Hitherto  they  have 
been  caught  only  for  the  ufe  of  the  neighbourhood ;  but  might 
bee  »me  a  valuable  article  of  commerce,  if  their  excellence  was 
'  known  to  the  luxurious  citizens  of  London.  In  March  and 
April,  all  thefe  lakes  are  periodically  vifiteJ  hy  fwans,  that 
refort  to  them  for  a  temporary  refting  place :  In  their  pafTage 
to  the  north,  they  wait  here  till  all  their  companions  are  af* 
fembled,  when,  on  the  approach  of  good  weather,  they  pair 
and  fly  off  in  troops  to  the  Orkney  iflands  and  other  places, 
in  which  they  breed }  they  return  again  with  their  y<^ung  to 
the  Caithnefs  lakes,  about  the  month  of  Oftober.  Their  m\x^ 
fie,  at  a  diftance,  in  a  calm  night,  when  fitting  together  as  it 
were  in  dofe  council,  on  the  iurface  of  the  water,  has  no  un«- 
pleafing  cffeft  *.  It  is  faid,  that,  when  young,  they  arc  dc» 
licious  eating  \  but  they  arc  not  meddled  with  in  this  county. 
It  is  certain  however,  that,  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV,  they 
were  held  in  fuch  efteem  in  England,  that,  by  a£l  of  P«irlia* 
snent,  none  were  allowed  to  keep  lw;ms,  •  Other  than  the  foa 
<  of  out  fovercign  lord  the  king/  1  hey  arc  remarkable  prog, 

nodicators 


•  One  of  thofc  fwans,  when  its  mate  had  been  fliot,  has  been 
known  to  remain  a  whole  fummer  fcafoQ  on  the  locb;  lamenting 
its  dcCertf  d  ilate  iA  doleful  notesk 


Dofiicators  of  the  weather  i  and  much  roli«d  on  at  fueh  by 
the  farmer. 


Minerals. — Near  the  caftle  of  Old  Wick,  in  the  face  of  a 
rock,  a  copper  mine  was  difcovered }  and  troui  the  appearance 
of  the  ore,  focne  oiioers  entered  into. a  cuntraA  with  the  pro- 
prietor, and  had  begun  to  work  it,  but  the  fcheoie  was  drop- 
ped,  for  reafons  which  are  not  at  prefent  known.  Here,  as  in 
lom^  other  parts  of  the  parifh,  there  are  inexbauftible  itores 
of  Umcfione.  At  Old  Wick,  the  lime  has  been  burnt  by  Mr 
Dunbar  of  Hempriggs  and  his  predeceiTors,  at  from  y  d.  to 
^lod,  per  bolU  The  quarry  there  is  interlarded  with  flags  ufe- 
fal  for  paviog  ^.  The  county  abounds  with  ftones»  very  fit  for 
building,  which  might  be  much  more  employed  than  they  are 
at  prefent  for  drains  and  inclofures,  the  want  of  which  great* 
ly  retards  the  progrefs  of  improvement.  Some  fmall  (tones 
hate  been  found,  which  (eem  to  be  a  fpecies  of  flint,  about 
an  inch  long  and  half  an  inch  broad,  of  a  triangular  Ihape, 
and  barbed  on  each  fide.  The  common  people  confidently  aC> 
iert,  that  they,  are  fairies  arrows,  which  they  flioot  at  cattle^ 
when  they  inftantly  fall  down  dead,  though  the  hide  of  the 
animal  remains  quite  entire.  Some  of  thofe  arrows  have  been 
found  buried  a  foot  under  ground,  and  are  fuppofed  to  have 
been  in  antient  times  fixed  in  Oiafts,  and  (hot  from  bows. 
Some  ftones  alfo  of  a  flinty  nature  have  been  found,  which 
wheu  broken  contained  the  Ihape  of  ferpeots  coiled  round  ia 
the  heart  of  the  ftone; 

Popuktion.'^Thc  ftate  of  this  pariflij  in  regard  to  popuhn 

tiODy 

*  In  an  angular  cavity  in  the  face  of  a  flat  rock  near  Old 
Wtck,  covered  by  the  fca  at  high  water,  there  is  a  fmall  mine* 
ral  well  which  fills  and  empties  with  the  tide  twice  every  14 
hoars. 
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tIon»  appttfs  tobe  iocreafing.  On  tbe  moft  confiderable  eSatA 
in  it,  that  of  Hempriggs,  as  well  as  on  feveral  others,  there  are 
many  well  cultivated  fields  let  to  tenants,  which  about  a  cen* 
tary  age  were  no  better  than  common  paftare.  The  inhabi- 
tants, particularly  on  the  coaft  and  in  the  burgh  of  Wick,  have 
multiplied  as  the  fifheries  have  become  more  extended  and 
fuccefsfuK  In  February  17^9,  when  Mr  James  Oliphant  ob« 
tained  a  decreet  for  ftipend,  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariih  were 
reckoned  to  amount  to  about  4000  fouls.  The  return  to  Dr 
Webfter  in  1755  was  3938,  and  the  number  has  fince  increas- 
ed to  at  leaft  5000  young  and  old.  k  is  alfo  reafonable  to  im- 
agine that  the  population  will  be  confiderably  augmented  in 
confequence  of  villages  projected  on  the  fouth  and  north  of 
the  town  i  the  one  by  the  Britifli  Fifliing  Society  already  aUu- 
ded  to ;  and  the  other  now  building  by  tenants  of  Mr  Dun* 
bar  of  Hempriggs^  who,  in  terms  of  the  aft  for  encouraging 
agriculture  on  entailed  lands,  have  taken  ^  years  leafes  <^ 
33  acres  of  excellent  land,  fit  for  garden  ground,  at  the  rate 
of  aa  s.  per  acre.  Thefe  tenants  are  bound,  on  each  half 
acre,  to  build  a  houfe  worth  at  leaft  10  pounds.  This  village 
is  called  Louifburgh,  in  compliment  to  Mrs  Dunbar,  whofo 
ehriftian  name  is  Louifa,  and  It  can  fcarcely  £ul  to  profper 
from  the  many  advantages  which  it  pofiejGTcs* 

The  number  of  families  in  the  bargh  of  Wick  is  about 
aoo,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  about  1000.  The  num- 
ber of  Births  in  the  pari(h,  at  an  average  ot  3  years,  may  a* 
mount  to  about  120  fer  annum.  Marriages,  communibus  annis^ 
run  firom  2*]  to  30,  but  fome  omit  to  record  either  births  or 
marriages. — ^The  deaths  are  not  recorded,  becaufe,  in  this  po- 
pulous and  very  extenfive  parlib,  there  are  no  lefs  than  fe- 
ven  different  burial  places,  befides  the  principal  one  within 
the  church  yard  of  Wick.-— Inftanccs  of  very  great  longevity 

arc 
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are  nxt^  bat  many  cs^ceed  80,  and  a  few  arrive  at  90  yeart 
<ifage. 

Occt^ions.^^^Theft  are  few  handicraftfmen  in  the  coun- 
try part  of  the  parilh,  which  is  principally  inhabited  by  far« 
mefs.  The  leafes  of  thefe  iatrmers  are  cQinmonly  of  (hort  du^ 
ration»  and  they  are  bound  to  perform  heavy  and  almoft  un- 
linuted  leryices  to  the  landlord*  Thefe  fervices  are,  in  gene- 
raly  as  follows;  viz.  in  fprlng,  ploughing,  harrowing,  and 
mannring  j  in  fmnmeri  weeding  corns^  c^tting^  winnQwing^, 
leading,  and  ftacking  hay ;  thatching  office-houfes  with  the 
tenants  own  turf,  ftraw,  and  iimmons  \  cutting  and  leading 
Biidding  feals,  .&c. ;  in  harveft  the  farmer  muft^  if  a  fair  day 
offer,  affift  wh^n  called  out  in  cutting  down  bis  landlord's 
(or  as  here  termed  his  mafter^s)  crop,  though  he  leave  his 
own  entirely  neglected,  and  expofed  to  bad  weather;  he 
muft  afterwards  lead  and  fiack  it  in  the^orn  yard,  and,  at 
Ibme  interval,  muft  rebuild  the  ftacks,  .furni(htng  them  with 
firaw  and  fimmons  of  his  own;  in  winter,  foo^e  tenants 
threfh  part  of  the  mafter^s  crop,  giviQg  him  what  is  called 
cuftom  ftraw,  befides  wintering  his  cattle,  and  fiirnifhing 
ropes  for  the  ploughs  and  for  binding  the  cattle.  Tenants  have, 
moreover,  to  take  their  mafter's  viAual,  kiln-dry,  mill,  and 
fift  it,  and  deliver  in  meal  at  a  proof;  and  when  it  is  fold  to 
a  merchant,  they  are  obliged  to  carry  it,  as  well  as  their  own 
viftual  rent,  to  the  neighbouring  port  and  put  it  on  fhip 
board,  their  horfcs  often  ftanding  all  the  time,  for  many  hours^ 
fiarving  with  cold  and  hunger.  The  tenants  muft  alfo  in  ro^ 
tatjon  be  obedient  at  a  call  to  carry  letters  from  their  mafter 
to  any  part  of  the  county.  Thefe  opprefEve  and  impolitic 
fervices  are  here  very  properly  called  mafter-worh^  but  they 
are  rapidly  wearing  out ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  foon  be 
entirely  aboliflied:  Already,  indeed,  fome  gentlemen  have 
converted  the  fervices  of  their  tenants,  and  given  them  leafes 
Vol,  X.  C  for 
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for  nineteen  years.  That  abjcft  fcrvitudc,  formerly  fo  pre- 
valent, was  evidently  contrary  to  hpnelt  induftry  and  real  im« 
provement.  While  fuch  a  fyftecn  prevailed,  it  was  inuch 
againd  the  intereft  of  a  good  hu(band;nan  to  improve  his 
farm,  as  if  he  did  another  offered  a  higher  rent  or  graiTuni 
for  itj  and  reaped  the  fruit  of  his  labours  and  exertion. 

Rints. — ^The  tenants  pay  their  rents  partly  in  money  and 
partly  in  kind,  as  in  grain,  lambs,  cocks,  hens,  chickens, 
eggs,  &c.  Proprietors,  whofe  tenants  go  to  the  fifhing, 
generally  get  a  fmall  preftnt  of  fiQi  on  their  coming  from 
fea,  fince  what  was  called  katerfi(h  has  been  abolifhed.  The 
old  iniquitous  ftudal  practice,  by  which  the  landlord  thought 
himfelf  entitled  to  take  the  heriel  horfe  from  a  poor  widow, 
on  the  death  of  her  hufband,  is  now  unknown.  The  rent 
of  the  bed  arable  land  here  is  from  tos.  6  A.  to  15  s.  ftr 
acre.  In  addition  to  the  ufual  rent,  fines,  or  what  is  here 
called  boads,  grafTums,  or  entry  money,  are  fometimes  ex- 
a^ed. — There  are  only  9  heritors  in  the  pariflr,  the  great* 
er  proportion  of  whom  a^e  non-refident. 

Tackfmen. — There  arc  about  feven  principal  tackfmen,  or 
great  farmers,  in  the  parifh,  who  hold  leafcs  of  the  proprie- 
tors at  nipulated  rents,  and  who  exaA  from  the  fubtenants 
and  cotters  the  rents  and  fervices  that  would  otherwife  be 
payable  to  the  proprietors.  But  fometimes  the  landlord,  in- 
ilead  of  letting  his  eitate  to  a  tackfman,  keeps  it  in  his  own 
hands,  and  manages  a  part  of  it,  called  the  Mains^  by  an  over- 
fcer  and  fcrvants,  with  the  affiftancc  of  the  tenants  and  cot- 
ters*. 

Trade/men  in  the  Burgh — In  the  town  of  Wick,  there  are 

abou# 

♦  Cotter?:  are  an  inferior  kind  of  farmers,  who  poflefs  fmall  cot- 
Jioufci  with  a  little  land,  tor  which  they  pay  a  trifling  rent  in  money 

or 
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about  12  (hopkeepers,  9  6r  10  f^ipmafters^  50  coopers^  in« 
eluding  apprentices,  a  few  houfei  (hip,  and  boat  carpenters, 
together  with  mafons,  fmiths,  weavers,  fhoemakers,  taylors, 
&c.  fuf&cient  for  the  fizc  of  the  place.  The  greater  part  of 
thefe  traOefmen  arc  occafionalty  employed  as  fifherdien. 

ReUgi9us  perfuafiom^'-'^Oi  late,  fome  feceders  (antiburghers) 
have  made  their  appearance,  hue  they  are  much  on  the  de- 
cline, and  have  at  prefcnt  no  fettled  minidcr*  There  is  but 
one  ftated  preacher  of  that  perfisaSon  at  prcfent  in  the  coun* 
ty,  who  is  fettled  at  Thurfo.  The  parifhioners,  in  general, 
arc  of  the  eftablifhed  church  of  Scotland,  of  good,  moderate, 
and  peaceable  difpofitions,  not  ignorant  of  the  principles,  nor 
inattentive  to  the  prafticc,  of  religion.— There  are  ftill  about 
half  a  dozen  Anabaptifts  on  the  cftatc  of  Keifs,  the  remains 
of  the  dffciples  of  the  late  Sir  William  Sinclair,  who  was 
himfelf  a  zealous  Anabaptift,  and  made  fome  profclytes  a- 
mongft  his  tenants.  But  this  fmalF  exccptioji  to  the  gene- 
ral  pcrfualion  of  the  people  is  fcarcely  worth  notice. 

Stipend. — The  prefent  living  of  the  minifter  of  Wick  is 
P7I.  13  s.  4d.  Sterling,  the  vicarage  tiend  being  converted 
at  200 1.  Scorch,  and  the  viAual  at  81.  Scotch  per  boll, 
for  which  the  Lords  of  Seffion  pronounced  decreet  in  1775. 
There  is  a  good  manfe  and  offices  built  in  1786,  a  garden 
with  a  glebe  and  fome  inclofures  and  improvements.  The 
glebe  was  exchanged  for  a  fufficient  equivalent  on  Mr  Dun- 
bar's eOate,  and  an  adequate  confideration  was  given  for  the 
garden  ground,  cofn  yard,  and  ftance  or  fite  of  the  old  manfe 
2nd  office?.  The  prefent  church  is  very  old,  a  long,  dark, 
-anti  ill  conftru^ed  building,  perhaps  the  word  in  Caithnefs^ 
a  new  fabric  will  foon  be  neceflary.     The   patronage  of  this  . 

parifh 

or  in  kind,  but  they  arc  likewife  bound  to  pay  perfonal  ferviccs 
for  a  certain  number  of  days  in  the  week. 
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j^ifli  was  acquired  from  the  late  General  Scott  by  Sir  Wll« 
liam  Duobar  of  Hempriggs. 

P^or .-^The  fiinds  appropriated  for  tj^e  fupport  of  the 
poor  in  the  parifh  arife  principally  from  the  public  coUec- 

.  tions  in  the  churchy  which,  deducing  bad  copper^  do  not 
exceed  from  lol.  to  12 1,  per  annum^  confeqoentlj,  at  an 
average,  it  is  (carcelytwo  fhilliogs  to  each  penfioner,  there  be"*- 
ing  no  lefs  than  150  on  the  pariih  roll.  The  fmallnefs  of 
thofe  funds  is  owing  to  the  abfence  of  the  gentry,  who  fpend 
their  rents  eliewhere,  and  leave  the  poor  on  their  feversil 

,  cftates  to  be  chiefly  fupplied  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh>. 
In  fUch  cafes  it  .were  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  either  the 
heritors  by  themfelves  or  agents*  would  ailefs  themielves,  as 
is  done  in  other  parHhes  in  Scptland,  or  that  a  law  were  ob- 
tained obliging  them  annually  to  pay  a  certain  fum  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor.  The  mulcts  are  applied  towards  payment 
6f  the  fees  of  the  feffion  clerk  or  parochial  officers,  5cc.  If 
a  balance  remainS|  it  is  diftributed  among  the  poor. 

Schools. — ^Befidcs  the  parochial  fchool,  there  are  no  le(s 
than  five  charity  fchools  with  eftablifhed  &laries  in  the  pa- 
rifli,  and  alfo  feveral  private  teachers.  Mr  'William  Halloa 
wall,  wh'Oy  about  forty  years  ago,  was  an  itinerant  mini(ter  in 
this  parifh,  and  afterwards  chaplain  to  the  Charity  Work- 
houfe  at  Edinburgh  where  he  died,  bequeathed  21  U  for  ever 
to  the  parifh  of  Wick,  for  endowing  three  charity  fchools,  to 
be  built  and  upheld  by  the  heritors  on  whofe  ground  they 
were  erefled.  Their  falaries,  on  the  application  of  the  mlni- 
fter  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  Chridian  Knowledge, 
were  fomewhat  augmented.  There  are,  befides,  two  other 
ichools  which  the  Society  were  pleafed  to  fettle  \  one  of  thetn 
is  eftablilhed  in  the  town  of  Wick,  for  teaching  through  the 
week|  and  a  "catechetical  exereife  on  Sunday.    It  is  ftipport- 

ed 


ti  partly  by  the  before  mentioned  Societyi  partly  by  the  Si»- 
dety  for  Promoting  S^eligious  Knowledge,  among  the  poo/, 
and  partly  by  the  contributions  of  the  town  and  parUb. 
The  teacher  is  accommodated  with  a  fcbool  and  dwelling 
bott(e  in  the  town  by  Sir  John  Sinclair^  the  heritable  Provbi^. 
tEis  eftabliftiment  was  greatlj^  owvhg  to  the  worthy  Secre- 
tary to  the  Society  for  Praf>agatiog  Chridian  Knowledge, 
(the  Reverend  Mr  Kemp  i>f  Edinburgh,)  who,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  furvey  of  the  fchools  in  the  northern  parts  of  Scot- 
land, faw  the  great  utility  that  might  be  derived  from  fuch 
ahiofUtutioo  *• 

ProdtdSHonJ. — Neither  in  this  ^rifh,  ifof  in  any  p^ft  of  Che 
country,  are  trees  abundant,  nor  d6  they  feem  in:  general  to 
thrive  in  it.  On  the  coaft,  where  they  are  expofed  to  the 
fea  blaft,  every  attempt  to  raiie  wood  has  proved  abortive. 
But  in  the  more  interior  parts,  and  remote  from  the  fea,  trees 
aofwer  better.  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that,  in  ancient 
times,  wood  appears  to  have  growii  well  j  for  in  mainy  moft 
groonds,  large  logs  have  been,  and  aire  to  this  day,  dug  up. 
In  regafd  to  gardens,  Caithnefs  is  ido  fruit  countryi  at  leaft 
for  apificots,  peachesy  or  the  finer  forts  of  fruit.  Common 
apples  and  pears,  however,  together  with  cherries,  ftraw- 
Ixrries,  and  currants,  anfwer  well  when  properly  attended  to  i 
cucambers  are  raifed  in  hot  beds  5  artichokes  are  found  here 
in  the  greateft  perfection  j  collyflowers,  cabbages,  colewort, 

favoys, 

•  The  fortowing  is  a  ftatc  of  the  Charity  Schools,  prcfcntly 
cQahlifhed  in  this  parifli. 
SMhn* 
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tzvoySf  fpinage,  beets,  turnips,  carrotSf  parfnfps,  onionsi  and 
all  (bits  of  kitchen  fluff,  may  be  reared  in  abundance,  as  al- 
fo  pot,  aromatic,  and  medicinal  herbs,  by  due  attention. 

Cfl///f.— The  county  at  large,  as  well  as  this  pariQi  in  par- 
ticular, abounds  with  black  cattle ;  confiderable  numbers  of 
which  young  and  old  are  purch'afed  by  drovers  at  from  40  s. 
to  ^os.pir  head,  and  are  driven  to  Falkirk,  Edinburgh,  and 
England.  It  is  here  aflerted,  that  the  (hore  or  lowland, 
drive  fully  as  well  as  the*  highland,  cattle.  Horfe  cpupers  or 
dealers  buy  up  in  fummer  all  the  year-old  garron  (lags  or 
colts  they  can  find,  which  they  fend  over  to  "Orkney ;  and  fcU 
with  profit.  Thefe  the  Orkney  men,  after  keeping  and 
working  for  3  or  4  years,  rcfell  when  full  grown,  perhaps 
at  double  the  price,  according  to  their  age  and  appearance; 
fo  that  when  they  are  brought  back  to  Caithnefs,  the  farmer 
muft  give  fuch  a  price  for  them  that  he  pays  for  their  keep- 
ing  in  Orkney,  more  than  they  would  have  coft  had  they  re- 
mained in  Caithnefs.  Thefe  horfes,  called  here  garrons^  are  si 
fmall  breed,  between  4  and  44.  feet  high,  very  hardy,  re- 
quiring little  care,  and  living  in  winter  on  fodder  with  little 
or  no  corn* 

Ploughs. — Four  of '  thofc  garrons,  •    or   fomctimes   four 

oxen,  are  yoked  in  a  plough  a-breaft,  and  not  two  and  two 

in  the  long  draught  as  in  other  places.     So  much  attached 

arc  farmers  here,  and  even  the  farm  fervants  of  gentlemen,  to 

this  cuftom,  that  they  will  by  no  means  alter  their  method  ; 

alleging,  that,  in  a  (hort  yoke,  they  can  cafier  raife  the 

plough  ever  rocky  land,  do  more  work,  and  draw  with  more 

advantage,  particularly  when  the  ridges  are  crooked,  than  in 

the  long  way.     1  his  aukward  method  cannot  be  approved  of 

by  good  judges.     The  (hort  draught  or  four  a-brea(t  is  never 

equal, 

*  Horfes  of  a  larger  fize  than  the  garron,  if  fit  for  the  car- 
riage or  the  faddle,  arc  called  here  court  torfcs. 
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equal,  but  the  one  end  of  the  long  beatm  or  firft  bar  alwayf 
goes  before  the  otheri  juft  at  the  driver  whips  up  the  cattle 
on  his  right  or  on  his  left  hand.  The  driver  is  in  the 
middle,  and  walks  backwards'  all  the  wayi  keeping  his  face 
towards  the  ploughman ;  whereby,  indeed,  he  has  it  in  his 
power  to  give  more  or  left  earth  to  the  plough,  by  pufhing  off 
the  two  horfesy  on  which  he  leans  his  hands,  to  either  (ide. 
This  abford  method  is  AUl  prs^ifed  by  all,  except  fncli 
gqculemen  as  have  got  fouth  country  iervants,  who  arc  be* 
gjinning  to  ufe  two  horfes  in  a  plough  without  a  driver. 

In  this  county  fome  years  ago,  and  ft  ill  it  is  faid  in  Ork« 
oey,  a  fort  of  plough  yet  more  (ingular  was  ufed.  It  had  but 
9oe  ftilt|  called  the  fteeriug  tree ;  this  the  ploughman  held 
dole  to  his  right  thigh,  which  was  covered  with  a  fbeeps 
(kiB  to  fave  his  clothes  \  the  coulter  was  not,  as  now,  through 
the  beam,  but  through  the  key,  which  was  made  very  ftroog. 
This  plough  is  iaid  to  have  pulvenfed  the  foil  much,  and  to 
have  produced  good  crops,  but  was  weighty  in  the  draught. 
The  number  of  ploughs  in  this  parifti  cannot  be  le&  than 
J  80,  a  fufficient  proof  of  the  great  value  and  extent  of  the 
arable  part  of  the  parilh. 

Girt/.— The  ufe  of  carts  has  been  only  of  late  years  intro- 
duced into  this  country ;  and  they  are  as  yet  far  from  being 
fo  generally  ufed,  as  ever^  good  farmer  would  wiOi.  The 
tenants  carry  home  their  p^ts^  and  fome  lead  their  corn,  in 
what  they  call  crubans.  They  carry  their  vidlual  in  ftraw 
creels  called  cafftes^  made  very  compa£lly  of  long  oat  ftraw 
woven  with  foull  twifted  ropes  of  ruflies,  and  £xed  over 
ftraw  flets  on  the  horfes  backs  yrith  a  clubber  and  ftraw 
ippes.— When  a  call  comes  to  fliip  the  mafter's  viQual,  fome 
fcores  of  the  garrons  or  fmaU  horf^  above  defcribed  are 
fent  out  by  the  tenants^  tied  to  one  another  by  the  tail,  with 
a  caflle  of  meal  ot  bear  on  either  fide  of  every  horfe.    A 
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Ml  of  meal  or  half  a  boU  of  bear  is  all  the  load  each  cia 
carry  in  this  miferable  mode  of  conveyance. 

Sheep.-^DiSPerent  attempts  have  been  made  to  rear  Cheep 
in  this  pariflii  but  not  iwkh  fuccefs.  They  are  liable  to  fo 
many  diieafesi  with  the  ci^e  of  which  the  fiarmers  here  are 
totally  unacquainted,  that  they  are  generally  fwept  oflF  once 
every  five  or  ieven  years ;  and,  in  rainy  feafons,  whole  (heep 
cotts  have  been  quite  extirpated.  This  difcourages  farmers 
from  rearmg  fo  many  as  otherwiie  they  might  do,  in  fuch 
extenfive  commons  as  are  to  be  met  with  every  whe^e  in 
this  county.  As  a  flieep  waljk,  the  beft  place  in  this  parifii, 
is  no  doubt  the  hills  of  Yarrow,  a  part  of<  Sir  John  Sinclair's 
eftate,  where  they  might  have  a  range  of  dry  hilk,  plenty  of 
heath  with  a  mixture  ,<^  grafs,  &c.  But  at  prefent,  a  very 
prepofterous  method  is  prated  by  the  tenants  in  that 
neighbourhood,  as  well  as  all  over  Caithnefs,  of  penning  up 
their  fheep  in  houtes  in  fummer,  (to  keep  them  from  their 
com,}  whilft  in  the  winter  feafon,  they  are  allowed  to  ftray 
at  large  to  the  ihore,  where  they  live  partly  on  fca  ware. 
Many  of  thefe  neglected  but  valuable  animals  are  killed  by 
foxes,  and  many  are  found  lying  dead  on  the  fhore  drowned 
by  the  fea.  The  breed  of  fheep  hAs  are  fmall  bodied,  witl^ 
tolerable  woo),  and  make  excellent  mutton  when  fattened  a( 
a  proper  age. 

Flax. — Flax  thrives  well  here,  and  moft  of  the  farmers 
fow  as  much  as  is  neceflary  for  the  ufe  of  their  families.  It 
has  not,  however,  as  yet  been  carried  on  to.  fuch  an  extent 
as  to  procure  any  premiums  from  the  truftees.  Watering 
2t»  is  found  to  be  a  very  precarious  and  troublefome  procefs, 
requiring  a  confiant  regular  attention }  and  taking  up  much 
i9f  a  farmer^s  time  from  other  work.    The  feed  is  feldom  or 

never 
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nerer  preicnred  bere.-^The  experiment  of  boiling  the  flax> 
Jnfiead  of  watering  it,  feemed  to  anfwer  in  this  parifh. 

Fud, — ^As  to  fuel,  fbme  parts  of  the  parifh  abound  with 
mofs  groundsi  which  furnifh  the  contiguous  farmers  with  . 
plenty  of  peats.  Other  placer,  particularly  the  town  of  Wick, 
lie  two  or  three  miles  dtitant  from  mofs.  Providing  this 
article  of  peats  takes  up  the  farmer  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  fummer  feafon,  and,  in  bad  years,  a  part  of  the  harveft 
a\fo  \  and  yet  in  a  wet  feafon,  many  are  very  ill  fupplied. 
This  mode  of  getting  fuel  proves  very  hurtful  to  hulbandry, 
as  a  farmer  could  much  more  profitably  employ  his^  carts  in 
making  dunghills  for  his  lands ;  a  garron  load  of  peats  on 
cnibans  is  fold  in  Wick,  at  a  penny.  Each  ho'rfc  carries  on- 
ly about  ten  or  twelve  peats.  Ten  or  twelve  of  thefe  loads 
will  fcarcely  fill  an  ordinary  cart.  To  the  poor  tenant  mak- 
ing peats  is  an  unprofitable  occupation,  and  to  the  buyer 
they  are  undoubtedly  dear.  The  burgh  is  fo  feniible  of  this 
inconvenience,  that  they  and  the  neighbourhood  are  coming 
more  and  more  into  the  praflice  of  burning  coals.  But 
Caithnefs  and  the  other  northern  counties  labour  under  a 
grievous  burden,  that  mod  unrcafonable  duty  on  coals  water- 
born,  which,  however,  there  is  now  a  profpe^a  of  foon  being 
freed  from. 

Crops. — Very  little  land  is  here  employed  in  raifing  artifi- 
cial or  fown  grafles,  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of  common 
meadow  grafs.  Mr  Dunbar  of  Hempriggs  has  from  1 2  to 
14  acres  under  clover  and  rye-grafs,  though  winter  herding 
has  not  yet  been  fully  cftablilhed.  There  are  a  few  acres  of 
fown  grafs  in  the  open  fields  between  Wick  and  Sraxigoe, 
and  about  eight  acres  more  in  the  poflTcfllon  of  the  miniiter. 
Few  deal  in  green  crops,  A  fmall  quantity  of  turnips  may 
Vol.  X.  D  be 
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be  Town  in  fbme  places,  but  potatoes  are  cultivated  bf  all. 
Probably  if  the  prafticc  of  green  crops  became  general,  it 
would  be  more  beneficial  than  the  ordinary  rotation  of  bear 
and  oats  alternately,  vhich  is  the  practice  of  Caithnefs. 
Two  thirds  of  the  arable  land  is  generally  fown  with  a  mix- 
ture of  black  and  grey  oats,  which  is  found  to  anfwer  better^ 
and  to  yield  more  plentiful  returns,  than  white  oats.  March 
and  April  is  the  ufual  feed  time  for  oats,  but  fometimes  they 
are  fown  fo  late  as  the  beginning  of  May.  The  other  part 
of  the  land  is  laid  down  in  bear,  the  earlieft  about  the  be«- 
ginning  of  May,  and  continuing  till  the  middle  of  June. 
In  fome  places,  this  article  has  been  fown  as  late  as  the  i8th 
^or  20th  of  June,  and  yet  has  produced  a  plentiful  crop, 
though  of  inferior  quality.  In  warm  lying  places,  bear  has 
been  known  to  be  in  the  ground  only  about  ten  weeks  from 
the  fowin^  to  the  reaping  time ;  a  proof  of  very  quick  vege- 
Wion. 

Run-rig A  pernicious  cuftom  ftill  too  much  prevails  in 

this  and  other  places,  of  poflefling  land  in  what  is  called  rig 
pnd  rennalf  or  run-rJg>  that  is  to  fay,  each  teaant,  in  a  particu- 
lar farm  or  diftrift,  has  a  ridge  alternately  with  his  neighbours. 
This  is  neceflarily  attended  with  confufion  and  difputes,  and 
is  a  practice  requiring  to  be  aboliQied.  It  is  thought  to  have 
taken  place  in  tim^  of  barbarity,  as  a  prefervative  againft 
pne  neighbour  fetting  fire  to  the  field  of  another,  if  inimically 
difpofed,  and  to  make  them  all  equally  anxious  to  refift  the 
enemy,  in  cafe  of  invafion  *. 

Popiflj  Chapels^  Iffc. — Jhe  remains  of  fome  popifli  chapels 
^e  ilill  extant.    At  Thrumfter  there  is  a  ruin  of  one,  fur- 
rounded 

•  This  parifii  is  abundantly  able  to  fupply  itfelf  with  prqvi. 
fipp3  of  »11  kinds.  Th^re  is  a  weekly  market  every  Friday  in  the 
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nmnded  bf  a  burial  place,  ftill  in  qfe.  There  was  another  at 
Saint  Ereikirk,  a  little  below  Ackergill  Tower,  refpeAing 
which,  it  is  handed  down  bj  tradition,  that  Tome  centuries 
ago,  the  Clan-Gun  furrounded  the  chapel,  when  the  people 
in  the  neighbourhood  were  met  for  worfhip,  and  flaughtcred 
many  of  them  in  cold  blood.     Between  the  Guns,  who,  in 

thofe 

town  of  Wick,  kept  under  good  regulations  by  Aie  Magiftrates* 
In  cheap  years,  beef  has  been  fold  ac  id.  or  i  ^  d  per  lib. ;  but 
when  cattle  is  dear,  and  the  demand  high,  it  has  got  up  to  2d. 
and  z\d.  and  in  fpring,  when  fcarceft,  to  3  d.  Pork  and  mutton 
fetch  much  the  fame  price.  The  meat  here  is  fuppofed  to  ba 
more  tender  and  delicious,  than  the  rougher  gr Mined  animal  food 
ot  England,  or  that  of  thefouthern  parts  o{  Scotland.  Caichnefs 
is  noted  for  rearing  geefe,  which  furnifli  a  luxurious  repaft,  when 
fattenned  on  the  Hubbies  after  harveft.  Sometimes  they  aro 
hung  up  and  fmoaked.  Some  turkeys  and  ducks  are  raifed.  Hens 
fetch  from  3d.  to  4d.  cocks  2\d.  chickens  1  d.  and  ij-d.  each, 
aod  eggs  fell  at| :  4f^r  dozen.  Of  meal  and  bear,  there  is  in  gene- 
ral not  only  a  fuperabundance  but  a  confiderable  export.  Thero 
is  enough  of  malt,  and  too  much  whiikey,  which  is  prejudicial 
to  the  morals  and  conftitutions  of  many.  Butter  and  cheefe  are 
fold  at  from  ids.  to  i2«.  per  double  Hone  of  24  Jib.  weight* 
Tallow  at  much  the  fame  rate.  The  diflFcrence  in  the  prices  of 
provtfions  of  all  kinds,  is  very  confiderable  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  20,  30,  or  40  years ;  a  leg  of  beef,  weighing  between  50  or 
60  lib.  could  have  been  bought  fof  as  6d.  3  s.  or  4  s.  which 
now  will  fetch  from  10  s.  to  18  s.  according  to  the  weight  and 
quality ;  and  pork,  mutton,  and  veal,  have  rifen  in  the  fame 
proportion.  Geefe  that  of  old  fold  at  4d.  6d.  and  8d.  now 
draw  1  s.  in  fummer,  is.  3d.  after  harveft,  and  is.  6d.  at  Mar- 
tinmas. Tallow,  butter,  and  cheefe  that  formerly  fold  at  4  L  or 
5  I.  Scotch,  the  double  flone,  now  fetch  from  14  L  to  15  1.  and 
16 1.  Scotch.  In  like  manner,  vidlual,  that  30  years  ago  fold  at 
^i,  6  s.  7  s.  or  8  s.  now  fetches  from  los.  (the  ufuai  convert* 
cd  price  of  the  boll  in  Caithnefs,)  to  12  s.  14  s.  15  s.  i6s.  i8s. 
and  for  crop  1782,  which  had  in  general  failed,  no  lefs  than  aos. 
f<r  boll. 

Wages  and  Rates  i/"  L<i^tf«r.— Hufbandry  is  not  carried  on  here 
|iy  day  labourers,  but  by  conflant  hired  fervants,  both  men  and 
women,  and  fomccimes  boys^  for  plough  drivers  and  herds.    A 
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thofe  daysi  were  like  the  Swirs,  hired  out  to  fight,  and  the 
*  Keiths  the  vafials  of  £arl  Mariflban,  there  was^  it  is  faid,  s  * 
battle  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  was  agreed  hj  the  parties^ 
that  the  Guns  fhould  mufter  out  man  for  mani  and  three  for 
Keachmore  or  meikle  Keith,  (a  proverb  ufed  to  this  Azj^  figni- 
fytng,  that  in  fairnefs  a  very  ftrong  man  ought  to  have  more 
than  one  to  match  him,)  all  were  to  appear  to  a  certain  num- 
ber on  horfe  back.  The  Keiths,  however,  had  recourfe  to  the 
ftratagem  of  mounting  two  men  on  each  hor(e }  by  which 
means  the  Guns  were  overpowered  by  fuperior  numbers,  and 
were  obliged  to  fly  for  fanfluary  to  Saint  Ere's  chapel,  where 
many  of  them  Were  put  to  death.  The  mofl:  remarkable  ^battle 
or  fkirmiflii  that  is  known  to  have  been  fought  in  this  parifli, 
was  at  a  place  called  Auldnantarlich  near  Wick,  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  river.  This  engagement  happened  in  July  1680^ 
between  George  Sinclair,  fon  of  the  Honourable  Francis  Sin- 
clair,  of  Northfield  and  Kiefs,  claiming  the  title  of  Earl  of 
Caithnefs,  on  the  one  part,  and  on  the  other  the  Earl  of 
Breadalbane^  who,  ailiiled  by  a  military  force,  obtained  the 
viftory. 
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ploughman,  who,  foroe  years  ago,  had  no  more  than  front 
13  s  4d.  to  18  s.  now  earns  for  half  a  year,  from  20  s.  to  28s. 
including  fhoes,  and  three  bolls  meal  for  coft  or  maintenance. 
Women  lervants,  that  fome  years  ago  had  only  from  6s.  to  8s» 
muft  now  have  from  20  s.  to  24  s.  half  yearly  ;  and  boys,  that 
before  had  only  from  2s.  6  d.  1045.  now  demand  from  ids.  to  12  s. 
for  4  months,  fr.jm  the  term  day,  •  which  here  is  the  20th  June,) 
till  the  corn  is  put  into  the  y?ird.  A  grieve  or  overfeer  has  at 
prefent  from  3  I.  to  even  10  1.  Sterling />tfr  annum,  who  of  old 
would  have  only  got  about  two  gu'neai.  Day  labourers  cam 
6d.  to  10  d  per  day,  according  to  their  worlu  In  cutting  peats 
they  have  6d.  and  their  vi<flu.4U.  Women  hired  for  harveil  get 
6d  per  day,  and^  bannock  Domelbc  Icrvants  have  alfo  raifed 
their  wages  from  6%.  8d.  to  12  'j  or  14  s  half  yearly.  A  com* 
mon  labourer,  it  i&  .computed,  is  enabled  lo  fupport  his  family, 
by  his  wage§,  and  his  wife's  and  children's  indttilry  in  fpinaing^ 
Working  n^is,  afiiftiog  at  the  filheryi  &c* 
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CharafiiT  rf'tbe  People. — ^This  pariih,  and  the  couiity  in  go* 
neral,  is  juflljcharaAcrizedfor  its  nmrtial  fptrk.  It  has  pro* 
ttd  an  excellent  narfefj  for  foidiers  and  failors.  No  where 
have  recruiting  officers  been  more  fuccefsfbl.  Warn  of  ma« 
Bufadares  and  other  means  of  employment,  make  young  meii^ 
who  are  averfe  fo  labour  in  hufbandryi  and  have  no  good  w;a7 
of  livelihood^  readily  betake  tbemielves  to  the  army  and  oovy^ 
more  efpecially  when  a  Highland  corps  is  to  be  raifed.  On 
the  late  alarm  of  a  Spaniih  war,  the  town  of  Wick  chcarfuUy 
hirniihed  its.  quota  of  feameuj  and  of  courfe  procured  protec* 
tioos  for  thofe  employed  in  the  filheries  *• 

Borough  cf  WicL^-^mh.^  town  and  lands  of  Wicky  were  aa« 
ciently  a  part  of  the  Earldom  of  Caitfanefs.    On  the  applica- 

tioa 


*  The  young  men  and  women  are  fond  of  drefs.  Some,  who 
before  put  up  with  a  keii  coat,  (a  kind  of  coarfe  £aanel  dyed 
black)  the  houfewifes  own  manufa^ure,  common  (lufiT  gowns 
for  the  women*  are  not  now  fatisfied  without  good  Engliifa  cloth^ 
muQin  gowns,  white  dockings,  (ilk  ribbands,  &g.  particularly 
at  fairs,  weddings,  and  other  public  appearances.  Bonnets  have 
very  much  given  way  to  hats  ;  and  (hoemakers  get  from  4  s.  to 
6  s.  for  (Hoes,  from  iervants,  who,  not  20  years  ago,  had  an 
allowance  of  only  i  s.  for  (hoes,  whilft  women  employed  in  huf- 
bandry  were  allowed  but  8  d.  This  turn  for  drefs,  and  the  many 
f;iirs  or  markets  held  in  the  founty,  (which  being  called  after 
Uane  faint,  as  the  Marymafs,  Fergufmafs,  Magnuimals,  Peterf* 
mafs»  &c,  Xeem  to  be  the  remains  of  holy  days  obfierved  in  Ro« 
roan  Catholic  times),  *  draw  fervants  away  from  a  proper  at- 
tention to  their  own  bufinefs,  and  make  them  very  unprofitable 
affiftants  to  the  farmer.  In  regard  to  ami^ementsy  they  are  ex« 
travagantly  fond  of  dancing  in  Caithnefs,  efpecially  about  the 
time  of  Chriilmas  and  the  new  year,  when  almoft  every  town,  or 
village,  keeps  a  day  in  honour  of  the  tutelar  faint  of  the  place^ 
and  devotes  it  to  mirth  iand  jollity* 

♦  Some  old  people,  even  within  thcfe  few  years,  were  fb  fu- 
perftttious,  that  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  retire  for  their 
devotions,  to  the  ruins  of  St  Eres  cbapeli  and  there  leave  finall 
{ifts  of  bread  and  cheefe}  &c« 
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tion  of  George  Earl  of  Caithneis,  a  charter  was  granted  by 
King  James  VI.  of  Scotland,  of  date  the  24th  September 
15899  erefting  the  town  of  Wick  into  a  royal  borough.  On 
the  8th  OAober  1672,  his  great  grandfon,  another  George 
Earl  of  Caithnefs,  difponed  the  whole  Earldom  of  Caithnefs^ 
including  the  lands  and  tenements  of  the  town  of  Wick,  to 
John  Campbell  of  Glenorchj,  afterwards  created  Earl  of 
Breadalbane  \  by  whole  fiicceflbr  in  title  it  was  fold  in  1 7 1 8^ 
to  the  family  of  Sinclair  of  Ulbfter.  On  a  general  order  frooi 
the  convention  of  Royal  Burghs,  the  fet  or  government  of 
the  borough  of  Wick,  was  ultimately  fixed  in  1716,  by  which, 
in  all  time  coming,  the  confent  of  the  original  founders  of 
the  borough,  and  their  fucceilbrs,  was  declared  to  be  nece& 
£iry  to  the  eleAion  of  magiftrates.  By  this  (et,  the  old  mtk* 
giftrates  make  out  a  leet,  confifting  of  two  out  of  which  a 
Provoft,  four  out  of  which  two  bailies  are  to  be  chofen,  by 
the  burgeiTes  on  the  roll,  and  the  leet  muft  be  prefented 
30  days  before  Michaelmafs,  to  be  aproved  of  by  the  fupe- 
rior.  The  Provoft  an  J  the  two  bailies  thus  eleded,  have  the 
right  of  chufing  feven  councillors,  a  treafiirer,  and  dean  of 
guild.  In  confequence  of  thefe  regulations.  Sir  John  Sinclair 
of  Ulbfter,  and  his  predeceilbrs,  have  annually  been  in  the 
praftice,  of  approving  a  leet,  prefented  to  them,  of  the  ma- 
giftrates to  be  chofen.  ,Wick  is  one  of  five  burghs  each  of 
whom  chufes  a  delegate  for  returning  a  member  to  Parlia. 
jooient  for  the  northern  diftrift.  The  income  or  common 
good  of  the  t^wn  is  very  trifling,  but  it  is  on  the  increafe,  and 
arifes  firom  the  Cuftoms  payable  on  different  articles  fold  at 
market,  Ihore  dues  on  fhips,  &c.  The  borough  pays  no  fti- 
pend,  nor  fehool  matter's  falary,  nor  has  it  any  real  property 
in  the  church.  Its  tolbooth  is  feldom  occupied  by  prifoners^ 
flKcept  for  petty  riots  5  and  a  very  few  for  civil  debt?. 
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Mifcettamous  Ohfervatiom. — The  moft  remarkable  pheno* 
menon  that  has  been  obferved  here  was  about  eight  years  a- 
gO|  when  what  is  called  a  corona  or  halo,  fuperbly  bright  and 
lominouS)  confifting  of  two  bows,  concentric,  with  an  appa- 
rent interval  of  from  three  to  four  feet  between  them,  and 
extending  over  a  great  part  of  the  hemiiphere,  was  diftinAly 
feeo.*— There  are  feverai  flag  ftones^  from  8  to  9  feet  high 
above  the  ground,  which  tradition  fays,  were  ereded  to  com- 
memorate battles  fought  between  the  natives  and  the  Danes. 
Wherever  a  Danifli  General  or  renowned  warrior  fell,  this 
rough  monument  was  erefted  to  his  memory.— -Hard  by  is  a 
cairn  of  ftones,  called  Earl  Alexander's  HiHock,  where,  it  is 
faid,  he  was  flaln ;  a  man,  who  lived  at  Thrumfier  to  an 
hundred  years  of  age,  found,  about  the  end  of  laft  century,  a 
golden  chain,  which,  in  a  year  of  famine,  he  (old  to  a  bailie 
in  Wick,  for  a  boll  of  oat  meal — The  crop,  in  1782,  afford- 
ed a  mofl  melancholy  fpe£lacle,  being,  while  quite  green, 
covered  with  froft  and  fno#,  in  the  beginning  of  October. 
Some  families,  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  pariflies,  who 
were  moft  reduced,  went  to  Lanark  for  employment  at  the 
cotton  manufaftures  there,  but,  not  meeting  with  the  fucceft 
they  expetted,  were  obliged  to  return  or  ftarve.  A  few 
emigrated  to  America,  in  confequence  of  the  encouragement 
they  expeAed  to  meet  with  there,  in  which,  however,  they 
were  miferably  difappointed.  So  wretched  a  crop  was  una- 
voidably fucceeded  by  a  dearth  in  1783,  when  one  family 
could  Icarcely  furnilh  another,  though  in  a  plentiful  country 
for  victual,  with  any  quantity  however  fmall.  The  effects  of 
that  failure  would  have  been  very  ferious  indeed,  had  it  not 
been  for  a  moft  feafonable  and  providential  aid  from  govern- 
ment ;  in  confequcnce  of  which  none  died  of  want. — In  a 
road  lately  made  to  the  Broadhaven  by  the  face  of  a  bank^ 
»  fpecies  of  bluifb  brittle  ftone  has  been  found^  refembling 
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alltim  ftoo&-^Not  f«r  difiairt  from  Sta»goe  there  is  a  good 
ilate  quarry,  though  not  fo  Ught  for  roofs  as  the  Eafdale 
Hate.—- Near  Cattle  Sinclair,  and  not  far  from  the  furfecc  of 
the  ground,  confiderable  pits  of  emery  have  been  difcovered» 
which,  when  properly  pulverifcd,  promifes  to  rcfemblc  in 
quality  that  article  commonly  brought  froni  other  countries* 
On  the  furface  of  the  emery  pits,  a  very  fine  fmooth  clay,  or 
ochre  of  a  bright  yellow  colonr,  is  found,  which,  mixed  with 
a  little  glue,  anfwers  well  for  paif\ting  the  walls  of  rooms, 
Ccc. — The  language  generally  fpoken  in  Wick  parifh  is  the 
common  provincial  dialedl  of  the  north,  which  they  pro* 
nounce  witfh  more  propriety,  and  lefs  of  a  peculiar  tone,  than 
in  many  other  parts  of  Scotland,  and  which,  making  fome 
allowance  for  a  few  words  and  phrafes  peculiar  to  the  native 
inhabitants,  is  almoft  entirely  pure  £ngli(b.     Little  or  no 
Gaelic  is  fpoken  in  this  dittri A,  unlefs  by  fome  perfons  from 
other  parifhes,  where  the  £rfc  is  made  ufe  of  in  divine  wor- 
ihip,  of  which  there  are  but  four,  (Lacheron,  Halkn*k,  Reay, 
and  Thurfo,)  among  the  ten  parifhes  of  which  the  prefbyte- 
ry  of  Gaithnefs  confifts.'—The  names  of  places  here  feem  to 
be  either  Danifli,  Icelandic,  or  Norwegian.    Many  of  them 
end  in  Jl^r,  a  contraflion  of  Jlader^  (that  is  to  fay,  a  ftcad  of 
houfes,  a  ftatlon  or  habitation.)     Thus  Ulbtter,  properly 
Wolffter,  either  from  its  being  of  old  a  place  infetted  with 
wolves ;  or  from  a  perfon  called  Wolf  (no  uncommon  name 
in  the    northern    parts    of   Europe,)  having    pofleflTcd  it. 
Thrumftcr,  Stemfter,  Thurftcr,  Bilbfter,  Sibfter,  Nybfter, 
Wetter,  &c.  fufficiently  prove  how  general  that  termination 
is. — ^In  this  parilfa,  and  throughout  the  county  in  general,  a 
number  of  Pi£lilh  houfes  are  interfperfed ;  in  fome  of  which 
are  found  wells  or  good  fprings  of  water,  pieces  of  irorr, 
deer's  horns,  and,  in  fome  hillocks,  a  number  of  fmall  pieces 
of  lilveri  and  fometimes  copper  coins  of  James  I.  &c.  of  no 
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great  value,  except  to  a  virtuofo,  have  been  difcovered.— 
During  the  winter  feafon,  amazing  flocks  of  fmall  birds,  cal- 
led fnavf  fivf/s,  with  (hort  yellow  bill8«  and  white  wings,  ap- 
pear all  over  the  county^  numbers  of  which  are  (hot*  In 
fpring,  they  are  exceedingly  fat,  and  make  an  excellent  di(h. 
In  fummer,  they  migrate  and  difappear— A  flone  image, 
extended  at  full  length  on  its  back,  reprefenting  St  Fergus 
the  tutelar  faint  of  the  pari(h«  is  laid  within  a  notch  in  the 
north  wall  of  the  church;  after  whom  alfo  an  excellent 
fprtng  in  the  neighbourhood,  much  ufed  by  mady  of  the 
people  o£*the  burgh,  is  named. — Some  years  ago,  feveral  of 
the  inhabitants  formed  themfelves  into  an  incorporated  body 
called,  "  The  Friendly  Societyy*  with  a  view  of  relieving  the 
agedi  the  iick,  and  the  poor.  They  purchafe  meal  with  a 
part  of  their  funds,  and  endeavour,  as  much  as  poffible,  to 
keep  down  the  price  of  victual  among  themfelves.  Some- 
times a  part  of  their  capital  is  lent  out  at  intereft.  Nothing 
can  be  better  intended  than  this  inditution,  and  there  is 
every  reafon  to  hope,  from  the  judicious  manner  in  which 
it  is  conduced,  that  it  cannot  fail  to  proiper. 
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NUMBER    n. 

PARISH    OF    DAILLY. 

(Counif  and  Prejbyiery  of  Ayr. — Synod  of  Giqfgow' 
and  Ayr.) 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Thomas  Thomson. 


tliame,  Etctent^  Suffaci^  is^c. 

T[E  pari£h  of  Dailly  is  fituated  nearly  ia  the  center  of 
Carrick,  one  of  the  three  diftriAs  of  the  county  of 
Ayr.  The  name  is  probably  dcfcriptWe  of  the  principal  part 
df  the  pai^fli,  which  confifts  of  a  da/e  or  valley  flretching 
along  the  bank$  of  the  river  of  Girvan^  and  bounded  on 
both  fides  by  hills  of  moderate  height.  From  N.  £.  to  S: 
W.  the  pari(h  extends  in  the  line  of  the  river  about  6  miles 
in  length,  and  varies  irregularly  in  breadth  from  6  to  4 
miles.  The  number  of  acres  it  contains  has  never  been* 
afcertained  by  afttial  meafurement,  but  probably  exceeds 
17000.  Prior  to  the  year  1650,  its  limits  wtre  of  much 
wider  extent,  comprehending  a  great  part  of  what  wa9  then 
ereAed  into  the  parifh  of  Barr.  Even  within  its  prefent  more 
moderate  bounds,  it  exhibits  great  variety  of  furface.  Grentle 
and  irregular  flopes,  interfperfed  with  holms  and  meadows, 
and  beautifully  diverfified  with  natural  woods  and  planta^ 
tions,  occupy  the  Iowcf  part  of  the  valley,  above  which  the 
hills  on  both  fides  rife  with  various  degrees  of  fteepnefs,  and 
ftretch  out|  efpecially  towards  the  fouth^  into  bleak,  heathy, 
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md  oQctfldVated  moors.  The  onlj  river  In  the  prifli  ill  the 
iBuraiiy  n^hich  in  its  ordinary  ftate  is  of  verj  mDdei^t6 
hneadtbi  ati^  ao  where  navigable.  It  is  fed  by  numb^lefs 
finaller  ftreaoM  from  the  hjUs,  fome  of  which  defcend 
through  deep  and  woody  glens,  admired  for  piAurefque  and 
fomantic  beauty..  Of  thefe  glens  by  much  the  moft  remark^* 
jsUe  and  extenfive  lies  on  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  partfh^ 
near  S^lkerran,  the  feat  of  Sir  Adam  Ferguflbn* .  It  haft 
lately  been  made  more  acceffible  by  a  path  of  neairly  a  mile 
in  length,  cut  along  the  brink  of  the  torrent ;  and  will,  \^, 
time,  receive  a  vaft  addition  to  its  prefent  beanty  from  the 
trees  which  have  been  planted  on  its  craggy  and  precipitous 
banks.  Near  the  lower  extremity  of  this  wijd  and  romantic 
deli,  once  ftood  a  chapel,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  from 
which  it  fiill  retams  the  name  of  the  Lady-gUru 

Mimrals  and  Mifural  Springs. T^Thc  ufeful  minerals  with 
which  this  pariih  abounds  are  coal,  lime,  freeftone,  and 
marl.  The  fields  of  coatl,  in  particular,  are  uncommonly 
rich  and  extenfive,  and  were  it  not  for  the  expence  of  land 
carriage  to  the  coaft,  and  the  want  of  a  good  harbour  at  Gir- 
van,  might  fupply  the  demands  of  au  extenfive  exportation* 
Except  towards  the  lower  extremity  of  the  parifli,  they  lie 
moftly  on  jthe  declivity  of  the  hills  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
valley.  Thofe  on  the.  lands  of  Mr  IJamilton  of  Bargenj 
and  Mr  Kennedy  of  Donore  alone,  are  at  prefent  wrought  9 
and  itimiih  about  9000  tons  annually,  at  the  rate  of  3  s.  4  d, 
fertou,  merely  for  home  confumptioo.  It  deferves  to  he 
mentioned,  that  a  fingle  feam,  belonging  to  Mr  Kennedy, 
meafures  18  feet  in  thicknefs,  and  lies  in  fo  favourable  x 
pofitiouj  that  the  coal  is  drawn  out  on  fledges  at  a  very 
moderate  expence. 

The 
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The  principal  lime-work  in  this  diftrift  is  at  Craighead,  a 
hill  near  the  wcftcrn  extremity  of  the  parifh,  belonging   to 
Idr  Hamilton  of  Bargeny.     The  eaft  face  of  this  hill  confifVs 
of  one  vaft  unbroken  niafs  of  lime-ftone»  the  dimenfions  of 
which  are  imperfeAIy  known.     In  coniequence  of  the  in- 
creafed  demand  for  lime  as  a  manure,  the  rent  of  this  quarry 
has  within  the  laft  twenty  years  rifen  from  lol.  to  245  t. 
per  annum. — Argillaceous  marl  is  found  in  moft  parts  of  the 
pari(h|  and  has  of  late  been  ufed  as  a  manure  with  great 
fuccefs.    -Beds  of  freeftone  are  very  numerous  and  extenfiTe : 
fome  of  them  uncommonly  fine,  and  much  efteemed  in  or- 
namental building.      The  principal   ridge   of  hills  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  valley  appears  to  confift  chiefly  of  this  fub- 
ilance,  interfpcrfed  with  ftrata  of  marl  and  lime-ftone,  over 
which   are   piled   up  enormous    maflcs    of   pudding  (lone. 
Thofe  on  the  north  fide  are  probably  of  a  fimilar  ftrufture , 
on  fome  of  them  are  foqnd  extenfive  rocks  of  a  bafaltic  na- 
ture, in  the  rude  and  irregular  form  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  trapp.     In  none  of  them  have  veins  of  any  kind  of 
metal  been  difcovered  —In  many  places  the  land  was  for- 
merly covered  with  a  vaft  number  of  thofe  «  folitary  mafles 
«  of  granite,"  fo  frequent  in  fome  other  parts  of  Scotland,  and 
the  origin  of  which  has  fo  long  puzzled  the  ingenuity  of  the 
naturalift.     Splitting  and  removing  thefe  has  proved  an  ex- 
penfive,  but  ncceflary  ftep,  to  the  complete  improvement  of 
the  foil. 

Many  fmall  chalybeate  fprings,  fcattercd  over  different 
parts  of  the  parifli,  fecm  to  indicate  the  exiftcnce  of  exten- 
five ftrata  of  iron-ftone ;  but  their  fources  have  never  been 
explored. — ^On  the  declivity  of  the  range  of  hills  towards 
the  nortbi  a  water,  ftrongly  impregnated  with  calcareous 
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tarth,  ♦  borfts  out  at  different  parts  of  the  furfaccj  in  which 
may  be  diflinftly  traced  the  procefs  of  pctrifaaion>  as  it  is 
commonly,  though  very  unphilofophically,  called.  Large 
mafies  of  opaque  petrified  mofs  are  here  formed ;  but  the 
rapid  evaporation  of  the  water,  in  confequence  of  its  free  ex- 
pofure  to  the  fun  and  external  air,  prevents  the  concretion 
of  the  calcareous  earth  into  thofe  beautiful  chryftallinc  forms 
fo  much  admired  in  the  fpars  of  Oerbjihire. 

Sai. — ^Thc  nature  of  the  foil  is  as  various  as  the  furface 
is  diverfified.  Along  the  banks  of  the  river,  the  holms  and 
meadows,  in  fome  places  of  confiderable  extent,  are  geuerally 
of  a  light,  but  very  fertile,  foil,  and  capable  of  the  higheft 
cultivation.  Wheat,  though  not  a,  general  crop,  has  been 
raifcd  on  fome  of  them  with  great  fuccefs.  The  more  ele- 
vated grounds,  which  principally  occupy  the  lower  part  of 
the  valley,  are  chiefly  arable,  and,  in  favourable  feafons,  pro- 
duce excellent  crops  of  oats  and  barley.  Thofe  on  the  lba:h 
fide  of  the  river  are  moflly  of  a  light  and  dry  foil,  refting  on 
a  bottom  of  gravel,  and  are  peculiarly  favourable  for  ^jutu^ 
rage.  On  the  north  fide  they  are,  in  general,  better,  in  con- 
fequence of  a  larger  admixture  of  clay,  both  in  the  foil  and 
inferior  ftrata.  The  mountainous  parts  of  the  parifli  are  al- 
moft  folely  appropriated  to  the  pafturage  of  fheep  and  cattle, 
and  although  certainly  inferior  in  value,  are  fuppv^fed  greatly 
to  exceed  in  extent  the  cultivated  valley  below.  The  foil  is 
thin,  wet,  and  fpungy ;  and  in  many  places  covered  with 
large  trafts  of  mofs,  firom  which,  before  the  general  ufe  of 
coal,  the  inhabitants  were  fupplied  with  the  greater  part  of 

their  fuel. 

Climate, 

*  From  fome  rude  experiments,  it  appears  that  the  earth  is 
held  in  folution  by  means  of  an  ezcefs  of  fixed  ai^  or  carbonic 
acid,  above  what  is  reqpifite  for  neutralifing  quicklime  into  the 
)late  of  mild  calcareous  earth. 
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Climate.^lh  tlie  Yalley^  the  air  i3  oftiallf  irf^  mSkd  aiMl 
of  an  sgfeeable  freflmefi^  on  the  higjhcr  gronndt,  it  is  often 
moift  and  chilly.  ^h\»  diftriAi  in  common  with  all  the 
cdnntrjr  lying  along  the  co^ft  of  the  Atlantic^  is  fubjeft  to 
frequent  Ihowers  from  the  weft ;  but  t^e  air  is  rarely  loaded 
with  fogs,  and  the  ayerage  quantity  qf  rain  throughout  the 
year,  it  is  fuppofed,  does  not  ejLceed  thlt  on  the  other  fide  o| 
the  ifland.  Thp  rainfs  frofti  the  eaft  wtt  Ids  fivquent,  but 
mfually  more  continued.  In  autumn,  they  often  damage  and 
endanger  the  crops ;  but  long  habit  has  taught  the  fiurMier 
ja£tivity  and  fkill  in  countera£ling  the  evils  Of  the  climate. 

State  tf  Agrieult^rt  and  Pq/lurage.^^Tht  mode  of  cultiva* 
tion»  and  implements  of  agriculture  employed  in  this  diftri£^^ 
prefent  nothing  worthy  of  particular  notice.  It  is  not  kjboye 
thirty  ye^rs  fince  the  llovenly  and  unproduftive  fyftem  of 
hufbandry,  which  fo  long  difgraced  the  whole  of  Scotland^ 
firft  began  in  this  parifh  to  giye  way  to  ^  more  fpirited  an4 
ikillful  pra£lice.  Within  that  period,  all  the  arable,  and  a  * 
great  part  of  the  pafture,  lajids  have  been  incloied.^-The 
plentiful  ufe  of  licne,  marl,  and  other  manures  have  been 
adopted  with  great  tSc£t ;— a  more  judicious  and  profitable 
rotation  of  crops  has  been  followed  $ — and  both  hay  and  pa* 
fture  have  been  much  improved  by  the  culture  of  artificial 
grafies.  Notwithftanding  the  fupeciority  of  the  preftf^t  fyf- 
tern  of  management,  over  that  which  formerly  prevailed, 
there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  it  is  ftill  very  far  from 
having  attained  that  degree  of  perfection,  to  which  increa« 
fiog  experience  and  wealth  may  probably  carry  it,  even  In  a 
diftridl  not  naturally  the  moft  fertile.  Hitherto,  however^ 
improvement,  in  the  feveral  branches  of  hufbandry,  and  in 
the  general  ftate  of  the  country,  has  advanced  as  rapidly  as 
can  be  ezpeAed  in  a  diftriA  where  the  accumulation  6i  ftock 
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Btf  not  biMi  aided  by  tlic  introdofHon  of  trade  or  mannliie- 
tores.— Formerly  a  vevj  confiderable  importation  of  com 
aanaally  was  neceflary  for  the  fbbflftence  of  the  mhabi- 
fonts*,  but  of  late,  befidcs  abundantly  Aipplying  the  demands 
of  an  increafiog  popohtioni  the  farmer  has  been  able  to 
ijpve  a  little  for  the  coniumptioa  of  fome  nefghbourtng  di& 
trifks. 

The  lands,  however,  in  this  parifl>,  and  indc'ed  tbroughoue 
the  greater  pan  of  Carrick,  Teem  better  caleuheed  by  nature 
fer  pafturage  than  for  agricultore,  and  juAify  the  charaAer 
given  theai  in  the  fifteenth  century  by  BuchanaBy — ^<  Fajcuis 
*^fmunda^  Qon  inieliji  frumento.^  The  rearing  and  feedmg 
ef  cattle,  thcrclbre,  has  always  been  a  principal,  and  perhaps 

the 

*  Qucbanan,  \xx  the  (hort  topographical  (ketch  of  gcptl^nd 
at  the  beginning  of  his  hif^ory,  fays  of  Carrick, — ^  Tpta  terref- 
^  tribus  maritimifi^oe  eopiis  non  modo  fibi  fufficiens,  fed  vicinh 
•«  wmk0  fypffdft(f»y^i  (L.  L  f:.  20  )  a  praife  to  which,  pertain* 
Jji  it  was  by  no  means  entitled  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  f  roo) 
tbeyear  1519  to  15349  Buchanan  was  retained  by  Gillierc 
Earl  of  CafiilJis  as  a  tutor  or  literary  companion,  and  ap. 
peani  during  pari  of  tti^t  time,  to  have  r^fidcd  wi^h  bin)  iq 
Scotland  ;  we  may,  therefore,  fuppofe  him  perfe«5tly  acquaipted 
with  a  dillrid  in  which  his  iliultrious  pupil  poffeiTed  extenfive 
propsrty  and  feudal  juriOdidion,  If  we  ar«  to  credit  hi*  ac* 
count,  the  unavoidable  inference  feems  to  be,  tl^t  Carrick,  aft^r 
the  age  of  BuchansiUi  mod  have  fallen  from  a  rank,  iu  the  fcale 
of  cmparsthe  fertility  and  wealth,  to  which,  perhaps,  it  is  noc 
yet  leftored.  • 

Thofe  who  are  curious  in  tracing  the  coipparattre  v^Iuo  pf 
iDoney  in  this  country  at  different  periods,  will  not  be  difpleaf. 
cd  with  the  following  ftatcment  of  the  prices  of  corn  and  cattle 
m  Carrick  at  the  time  of  which  we  have  been  fpe|ikiog.  In  an 
inventory  of  the  goods  of  Giles  Blair,  Lady  Row,  contained  iqi 
her  teftament,  dated  at  Balterfan,  (in  theparifli  of  Kirkofwald) 
Ai^uft  30.  i530-p>a  cow  is  valued  at  2  merks,-p->an  ox  at  30s* 
—a  t$vq  zgirn4iuld  heafi  at  1  merk,-*^  (beep  at  5  s.^-'a  lamb  at 
]6d. — a  boll  of  bear  and  meal  at  12  s. — and  a  boll  of  oats  ac 
6s.  (all  Scotch  money.)  It  affords  no  very  favourable  idea  of 
4m  agriculture  of  Carrick,  in  the  fixteenth  century,  that  one 
boll  of  meal  was  then  equivalent  in  value  to  two  of  oats* 
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the  moft  profitable  branch  of  employment  to  the  £urmer«  Im« 
provement  in  this  department  has  gone  hand  in  hand  witb 
that  of  agriculturei  and  has  not^  in  its  cSc&s^  been  lefs  re- 
markable or  beneficial.  By  means  of  that  great  and  rapid  riie 
in  the  price  of  cattle,  to  which,  chieflyi  the  origin  of  improve- 
ment in  this  country  may  be  traced,  the  farmer  has  been  in* 
duced  and  enabled  to  meliorate  his  pafture  land  \  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  and  in  part  alfo  of  attention  to  the  breeds 
the  ftock  has  in  a  few  years  greatly  increafed  in  number,  and 
ftill  more  in  value.  The  cattle  are  moftly  of  the  well  known 
Galloway  breed,  intermixed  with  a  few  imported  from  Ire- 
land and  Argylefliire.  A  confiderable  number  is  here  com- 
pletely fattened  for  the  markets  of  this  country;  but  by  much 
the  greater  part  it  bought  up  by  drovers,  to  be  more  highly 
fed  for  the  Englifh  market,  in  the  richer  paftures  of  the  South. 
The  moorland  in  the  mountainous  part  of  the  parifli,  hilher- 
to  regarded  as  incapable  of  melioration,  is  mofily  employed 
in  the  pafturing  of  fheep.  By  a  judicious  fcleftion  of  the  beft 
and  firongeft  (heep  for  the  fiurpofe  of  breeding,  the  ftock  has 
of  late  been  confiderably  mended,  and  the  attention  to  that 
fubjeA,  which  now  begins  to  be  more  generally  awakened,  will 
no  doubt  gradually  lead  to  higher  improvement.  When  fed 
to  proper  age,  they  are  much  efteemed  for  the  delicacy  of  their 
flefh ;  but  the  farmers  believe  it  more  profitable,  on  the  whole^ 
to  bring  them  to  market  at  two,  or,  at  moft,  three  years  old. 
Thfy  are  found  to  be  extremely  hardy,  but  are  in  general  of 
rather  a  fmall  fize,  and  their  wool  is  not  remarkable  either 
for  quantity  or  finenefs.  The  moft  intelligent  &rmers,  how* 
ever,  feem  very  much  to  doubt  the  expediency  of  importing 
a  larger  and  more  delicate  race }  and,  though  not  averfe  to  ex* 
periment,  will  probably  be  cautious  In  parting  with  the  pre- 
fent  hardy  breed  of  the  country,  inured  to  the  cold,  wetnefs, 
and  bleak  expofure  of  their  native  hills. 

The 
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The  number  of  tliofe  fed  on  the  improved  paftures  of  the 
Tanej  is  comparatively  fmall^  but  the  great  profits  they  are 
found  to  bring,  will  probably  lead  to  its  increafe.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  fingle  feafon,  they  generally  treble  their  value ;  and  a 
finall  parcel  of  indifferent  ewes,  introduced  into  r^ch  pafture 
about  the  end  of  OAober,  have,  with  their  lambs  and  fleeces, 
been  known^ln  one  year  to  rife  from  5  s.  to  20  s.  ^ach. 

The  following  ftatement  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  (lock, 
and  of  the  annual  produce  of  land,  in  the  parlfli  of  Dailly,  has 
been  coUe&ed  from  the  beft  information  which  could  be  pro* 
cured}  and  approaches,  perhaps,  as  nearly  to  accuracy  as  can 
be  ezpe£ted,  in  an  inquiry  where  we  muft  often  refort  to  pro- 
bable calculation  and  cOnjef^ure,  to  fupply  the  place  of  abfo* 
lute  certainty  and  truth.  ^ 

Value  of  Stock,  i 

125  Draught  horfes,  at    L.  12      00      L.  1500  .0  o 

25  Saddle  and  carriage  do.  20       00  500     o  o 

970  Beft  cattle  •,  5     10    o  S335     ^  o 

480  Inferior  ditto,  3      100  1680     o  o 

500  Beft  fhccp  t»  o     16     o  400     o  o 

4300  Inferior  ditto,  096  2042  10  o 

Total  value  of  ftock,  L,  11457  10    o 

Annual 

*  Under  the  term  beft  cattle*  are  comprehended  milch  cowr, 
and  ftock  for  immediate  fale.  Inferior  cattle  comprehends  the 
riGng  ftock  of  two  years  old  and  under.  Soppoiing  the  whole 
cattle  divided  into  9  parts,  the  proportions  afligned  to  each  of 
thelc  kinds  would  be,  milch  cows,  2-^fale  ftock  4 — young  cattle 
3.— The  average  prices  of  all  thefe  kinds  fall  greatly  ihort  of 
what  they  fometimes  bring.  Young  bullocks,  at  the  end  of  the 
third  fummer,  have,  in  fome  inftances,  been  fold  for  7  1.  or  8  !• 
each* 

t  Beft  fheep  are  thofe  fed  on  improved  pafture :    inferior 
iheep,  thofe  fed  on  the  moor.lands<    The  former  are  calculated 
to  yield  70  ftone'of  wool  annually,  at  lis.  far  ftone,  the  latter 
430  Aone»  at  gs.  fcr  ftone;  amounting  in  all  to  L.  23a. 
Vot.  X  F 
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State  rf  LaaJed  Property. — ^No  confiderable  property  in  land 
has  been  fold  in  the  pari(h  for  fevefal  years  pad  ;  and  almoft 
the  whole  has  remained  in  the  poiTeffion  of  the  fame  families 
for  many  generations.  The  lands  are  at  prefent  divided,  but  in 
very  unequal  portions,  among  eight  proprietors  \  five  of  whom 
ofualiy  refide  in  the  parifli ;  viz.  Mr  Hamilton  of  Bargeny^ 
Sir  Adam  Ferguflbn  of '  Kilkerran,  Sir  Andrew  Cathcart 
of  Carleton,  Mr  Kennedy  of  Dunure,  and  Captain  Ken- 
nedy of  Drummeiland.  All  of  thefc  gentlemen  inherit  more 
CztenCve  landed  property  elfewhere  \  but  their  ancedors,  pro« 
bably  at  a  very  remote  period,  had  fixed  the  refidence  of 
their  families  in  this  beautiful  valley.  Even  in  the  fix- 
teenth  century,  Buchanan  fays  of  the  water  of  Girvan ; 
^^^**Muliis  amoenis  viliis  cingitur.  And  tcf  the  conftant  refi- 
dence of  fb  many  country  gentlemen,  this  parifli,  no  doubt, 
fiiU  owes  much  of  its  beauty.  Among  the  mod  obvious 
proofs  of  this,  may  be  mentioned,  the  plantations  of  foreft 
trees  which  have  been  made  in  addition  to  the  natural  woods 
of  the  country^  Thofe  on  the  eftate  of  Kilkerran,  made  by 
Sir  Adam  Ferguflbn,  and  his  father  the  late  Lord  Kilkerran^ 
in  this  parifh,  and  within  the  contiguotis  bdrders  of  Kirkofwald 
andMaybole,  cover  about  400  Scots  acres.  Thofe  on  the  lands 
of  Dalquharfan  occupy  127  acres,  and  have  been  made  chief* 
ly  by  the  prefent  proprietor  Mr  Kennedy.  This  gentleman 
has  lately  built  a  very  magnificent  houfe  in  the  modern  cafile 
ftyle,  on  a  plan  of  the  late  Mr  Robert  Adam.  The  planta« 
tions,  as  well  as  natural  woods,  on  the  other  edates  in  the  pa- 
ri(h,  are  alfo  confiderable. 

Rent  of  Land.-^The  valued  rent  of  the  parlfli  is  3265  I. 
10  8.  6  d.  Scotch.  The  real  rent  has,  as  ufuai,  kept  pace  with 
the  increafe  of  wealth  and  progrcflive  melioration  of  und  In 
1740,  the  annual  rent  of  the  whole  par'nli  fr^rccly  amounted 
tp  1000 1.  Stcrhng :  and  during  ao  fuccceding  years,  its  rife 

was 
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was  very  iticonfidcrablc.  From  the  year  1760  or  176/,  may 
be  dated  the  beginning  of  general  improvement  in  agriculture 
in  this  parifh  \  and^  fince  that  period,  the  rent  of  land  ha^ 
rifen  gradually  and  rapidly  to  double  and  treble  its  former 
amount.  In  the  year  1780,  it  had  rifen  to  about  2300  L  At 
prefent  (1792)  it  amounts  to  3300  L 

State  of  Population.'-'^i  the  ftate  of  population  in  this  parifh 
during  the  laft  century,  fcarcely  any  traces  now  remain}  and 
even  for  a  great  part  of  the  prefent  century,  the  only  fourcd 
of  informaiion  which  exifts,  is  a  regifter  of  baptifms,  the  ac-^ 
curacy  of  which  cannot  abfolutely  be  depended  on.  For  the 
laft  40  years,  this  regifter,  it  is  believed,  has  been  much  more 
'accurately  kept*,  and  during  the  fame  period,  averyezadt 
private  regifter  of  deaths  has  been  fortunately  preferved* 
Chiefly  from  thefe  is  coIIeAed  the  following  table  of  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages  in  the  parifh,  from  ift  January  1751 
to  31ft  December  1790,  both  inclufive,  divided  into  4  pe- 
riods of  10  years  each. 

Tean 

1 

•  It  may  not  be  Improper  here  ttf  remark  the  pernicious  tenden- 
cy of  the  tax  impufed,  iu  the  year  1783,  on  the  regifters  of  birthft 
and  burials-*-a  tax  equally  injudicious  and  unprodudive.  As 
the  only  penalty  annexed  to  the  non-payment  of  the  tat  is  the 
omiffion  of  the  article  iii  the  regifter,  the  legiflature  has  virtually 
conferred  a  premium  on  every  a^  of  negligence  or  obftinaty. 
While  it  remains  unrepealed,  it  muft  infallibly  introduce  confu- 
fion  and  inaccuiacy  into  cue  of  the  mod  authentic  records  of  the 
progrefllve  population  of  the  kingdom.  From  a  calculation  of 
the  annual  number  of  births  and  of  deaths  in  Scotland,  it  ap* 
pears  that  the  groib  produce  of  the  tax,  exadled  with  the  utmoft 
rigour,  would  not  amount  to  1500 1  Sterling.  It  may  be  qucf- 
tioned  if  the  money  ^aualiy  received  by  government  exceeds 
•ne  half  of  tha:  fum. 
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Tears. 


1751- 
1761- 
1771. 
1781- 


•1760 
-1770 
.1780 
.1790 


Birth 

'• 

Deaiit. 

Mai. 

Fein. 

Tot.   Mat  |.FeiD. 

Tot. 

207 
182 

198 

280 

181 

205 
206 
262 

854 

38S 
404 

I72I 

i6s 

'35 
126 

'S7 

143 

142 

•43 

180 

308 
277 
269 

337 

^6 
84 

«o3 
106 

867 

583  ;6o8 

1 191 

369 

%u6 

21.3 

43- 

1  14.5!  »S-2 

29.7 

9.» 

Total, 
Average, 


Ffom  the  above  table,  and  from  the  rcgifter  of  births  for 
prccceding  years  which  remain,  may  be  colicftcd,  according 
to  the  common  rule  of  calculation  •,  the  following  ftatcmcnt 
of  the  pf ogrefs  of  population  in  the  parifh  for  the  laft  htindred 
years. 


•  1693  to  1696  " 
171 1  to  1730 
1731  to  1750 
1751  to  1770 

175 1  to  1770 


1771  to  1790 
1771  to  1790 

1781  to  1790 
1786  to  1790  . 


a 


•  34X26=  884 
26.7X26=  694 
32.7x26=  850 
38.7x26=1006 

19.2x36 


105 1 

47.3X26=1229 

30.2X36=1087 

54.2x26=1409 
60X26=1560 


According  to  this  ftatement,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
appears,  during  the  firft  twenty  or  thirty  years  of  the  prefent 
century,  to  have  been  dccreafing.  For  this  decrcafe,  if  it  ever 

ezifted 

•  That  IS,  multiplying  the  numbct  of  births  by  26,  and  •f 
deaths  by  36. 
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czifted  but  in  tlie  defeCb  of  the  regifter^  no  obTious  caufe^ 
can  be  affigned.  It  is  certain,  however^  both  from  the  pre* 
I  ceding  calculations  and  from  aAual  furveji  that^  for  the  laft 
thirty  or  forty  years,  the  population  has  been  gradually  and 
rapidly  incrcafing.  The  return  ftated  by  Dr  Wcbfter,  whofc 
report  was  drawn  up  in  the  year  1755 1»  »  839 ;  and  if  this 
account  be  not  inaccurate,  which,  however,  the  preceding 
ftatcment  affords  fome  ground  to  fafpcA,  the  population  of 
the  pariih  muft,  fince  that  period,  have  nearly  doubled.  Oa 
a  furvey  in  the  year  1791,  the  number  of  inhabitants  flood 
as  follows : 

Males,         -  -         -  *  781 

Females^  -        *  .  •  ^26 

Total  number  of  inhabitants,  .^  .  1507 
Return  to  Dr  Wcbfter  in  the  year  1755,  839 
Increafe  in  36  years,  -  «  77^ 

According  to^their  refpeAive  ages  they  may^  arranged 
in  the  following  order : 

From 

•  It  has  been  fuggefted  to  the  writer  of  this  report,  that  this 
dccrcafc  of  population  may  have  been  owing,  in  part,  to  the  fa^ 
mine  which  prevailed  fo  generally  throughout  Scodand  towards 
the  ck)fe  of  tht  !«ift  century.  It  is  indeed  very  certain  that  the 
cffcfts  of  that  1  amine  were  felt  with  great  feverity  in  this  Coun- 
try. The  dillri^a  of'Carrick  is  (aid  to  have  been  deferted  by 
many  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  feverai 
farms  remained  unoccupied  for  many  years  fubfequent  to  that 
event. 

t  Dr  Webftcr's  report  was  drawn  up  in  the  year  1755;  but 
from  his  own  account  (See  Introd  quoted  in  Pref.  Vol.  lU 
Stat  Account  of  Scotland,)  it  appears  probable  that  the  ma- 
terials for  that  report  had  been  colle<fled  at  leall  ten  years  be- 
fore. If  that  was  the  cafe,  the  returns  made  to  him  muft  have 
given  the  popilation  of  Scotland  as  it  ftood  about  the  year 
1745  T^'  hypothefis,  if  admitted,  w«ll  nearly  rtcunciic  Dr 
W.  b'ter's  itiurn  from  Dailly  with  the  preceding  calculation 
&oxa  t^e  number  of  births. 


tf  Dailfy,  if 


Hb.  tfPerfitts. 

Jgfs, 

From  I   to  lOt 

- 

423 

lo  to  20, 

« 

306 

20  to  50, 

m 

603 

50  to  70, 

^ 

21< 

70  to    lOOf 

" 

59 

Total,  1607 
It  may  be  here  remarked  that  no  very  extraordinary  in« 
fiances  of  longevity,  well  anthenticated,  have  occurred  of 
late  in  the  parifh.  A  man  who  died  htely  at  the  age  of  97^ 
and  a  man  and  woman  both  at  the  age  of  94,  are  the  only 
inftances  worthy  of  notice. 

The  inhabitants  are  collefted  into  368  families^  fo  that 
there  are  nearly  4^  perfons  in  each  family.  As  marriage  is 
not  difcouraged  either  by  a  deficiency  of  the  neceflaries  of 
^e,  or  by^ap  excefs  of  its  luxuries,  the  number  of  thofe  who 
continue  unmarried  after  the  ufual  age  of  entering  into  that 
^onneAion  is  comparatively  very  fmall.  Thi^  will  more  di« 
ftinQly  appear  from  the  following  ftatement ;  to  which  it 
may  be  premifed,  that  had  the  number  of  unmarried  perfoni 
been  taken  from  thofe  above  the  age  of  twenty  five,  as  would 
perhaps  have  been  more  proper,  it  would  probably  have  beei) 
very  confiderably  diminiflied  $ 

|f  umber  of  perfons  under  20  years  of  age,  -  729 

unmarried  above  20,  and  under  50,   2ijf 

above  50,  -  27 

married  perfons,  -  -  -  574 

Widowers,  •         •  ^  •  jg 

widows,  ^  9  ?  *  43 

Total,     1607 

From  a  comparifon  of  the  total  nomber  of  marriages  and 

fwrUis  for  the  laft  fort^  ye^S|  it  maj  be  coUc^  that  the 

munboBr 


%9^  Stattjiical  Account 

Domber  of  children  produced,  at  aa  arerage,  from^each  maar^ 
riagCi  is  nearly  ^y- 

Id  the  calculations  offered  above  of  the  probable  amount 
of  population  at  different  periods,  it  was  foppofed,  as  ufual, 
that  the  annual  averages  of  births  and  of  deaths  were,  to  the 
total  nuiiiber  of  inhabitants,  refpedively,  zs  i  to  26  and  to 
36.  On  a  cooiparifoDi  however,  of  the  annual  numbers  of 
births  and  deaths  from  the  year  1781  to  the  year  179O1  with 
At  a£tual  ffate  of  population  in  the  year  1 79 1 9  the  rerpe£tive 
pronortioDs  appear,  during  that  periodi  to  have  been  as  i 
to  29.6  and  to  47.6.  Of  courfe,  the  number  of  births  is 
to  that  of  deaths  as  47.6  to  29.6;  or  nearly  as  5  to  3.  The 
proportion  between  the  annual  marriages  and  the  whole  po* 
polatiou  is  hl  .rS  .?    '  to  160, 

By  far  the  ^.  jer  number  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  have 
been  born  and  educated  in  the  parifh.  Almoft  the  whole 
are  Scotch,  with  exception  of  a  few  Iri(h,  whom  the  rifiog 
wages  of  labour  have  of  late  induced  to  fettle  in  the  parifh* 
The  number  of  fettlers,  from  other  parts  of  Scotland  and 
from  Ireland,  is,  however,  much  more  than  counterbalanced 
by  that  of  thofe  who  leave  the  parifh  and  refort  to  towns^ 
tempted  by  the  higher  wages  of  manufaftories  and  domeftic 
lervice. 

Occupations,  Mode  of  Livings  J5V.— The  inhabitants  live 
moftly  in  the  open  country,  and  chiefly  in  the  lower  and  more 
cultivated  part  of  the  pariih  ;  only  an  inconfiderablc  propor- 
tion, not  exceeding  170  louls,  refide  in  a  laiall  village  conti- 
guous  to  the  chuxch. — The  great  body  of  the  people  derive 
their  fubCUlence  from  agiricultur«,  and  the  common  mecha« 
lucal  arts  connefted  with  it.  It  is  computed  that  nearly  one 
tlurd  of  the  whole  families  in  the  parifh  are  fupported  by  the 
wages  of  common  labour.  M ofl  of  them,  however,  alfo  rent 
a  garden,  and  a  piece  of  indifferent  groimd  for  pot-herbs, 
potatoesj  and  fometimes  a  little  corn  and  flax.    No  conlider- 

able 
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tble  manufajhire  ha9  ever  been  cftabliflied  in  the  parifb.  The 
enly  artificers  are  thofe  every  where  required  for  fupplying 
the  common  neccflaries  of  life.  A  confiderable  number  of 
women,  in  the  lower  ranks^  employ  the  greater  part  of  their 
time  in  working  up  the  inferior  wool  of  the  country  into  % 
coarfe  and  flimfy  doath^  which  is  carried  to  the  fairs  of  Ayr 
and  MaybolCi  and  bought  up  for  exportation  at  the  rate  of 
8d.  or  10  d.  ^r  yard*  By  this  fpecies  of  rude  manufacture, 
a  few  unmarried  women  and  widows  earn  the  greater  part  of 
a  very  (canty  fubfiftencei  but,  in  general,  tho  profits  of  it  are 
confumed  in  purchaiing  and  working  up  the  &ier  wool  Intd 
deaths  for  themfelves  and  their  families.  The  following  table 
will  give  a  diftinA  view  of  the  divifion  of  the  inhabitants  ac- 
cording to  their  refpeAive  occupations  and  modes  of  fubfif- 
tence. 

Proprietors  of  land,  refiding,            .            •  -           5 

Clergyman             -                     .             -  .               i 

School  mafter              -            -                     -  -             i 

Farmers  above  10  1.  under  20  1.                 -  -             2o 

Ditto  above  20 1.  under  50 1.             -            -  -         l(J 

Ditto  above  50 1.  under  100  1.                 -  -              8 

Ditto  above  looh  under  200 1.               -  -              3 

Shop  keepers            -            -                    •  -            5 
Ale  houfekeepers  and  retailers  of  fpirits  (moft  of  whom  follow 

a  fcparate  occupation)             -              -  -               18 

Blackfmiths,  including  4  apprentices,            -  -             if 

Mafons                 -                 -                 •  •               '^ 

Carpenters  and  joiners^  including  7  apprentices,  -         22 

Weavers                 -                -                -  .26 

Shoemakers,  incladiog  1  apprentice,           -  -            9 

Taylors,  including  7  apprentices,            .  -              20 

Butcher  and  Bakor               «               -  -              i 

Yot.X.    .       .            G  Miller. 
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Iklilkr;                «                .  •                •                J 

Gardeners,  including  4  apprentices^  -            -           12. 

Dyers,  including  i  apprentice,  -             -                z 

Milliner                -                -  .                -               1 

jCooperSi  including  i  apprentice^  •            •»            2t 

Stocking  weavers                -  •                .                i 

ilax  dreiTcrs                  ...  1 

Tanners               -               -  -               -              i 

Colliers                •                •  *                •              39 

pommon  laboui;prs                -  -             -             118 

Male  farm  ai^d  domeftic  fcrvants  .             •             6g 

Female  ditto              .              .  -             -              67 

In  their  manner  and  ftyle  of  living,  the  mhabitants  have, 
yrithin  the  laft  20  or  30  years,  experienced  a  very  great^ 
though  gradual,  revolution.  Before  their  indufiry  began  to  be 
Simulated  by  the  profpefl  of  increafing  wealth,  the  drefs  and 
inode  oi  living,  among  the  lower  ranks,  were  mean,  dirty^ 
|Uid  pernicious  ;  and  even  among  thofe  in  better  circumdan- 
pes,  were  not  much  Icfs  fcanty  or  inelegant.  Both  are  now 
as  plentiful  and  commodious  as  they  were  formerly  the  re« 
yerie,  and  are  ftill  pcrccjitibly  improving.  The  low,  miferable 
huts,  in  which  the  moft  confiderable  farmers,  at  the  time, 
yrerc  formerly  contented  to  lodge,  are  now  replaced  with 
tolerably  neat  and  commodious  houfes.  Even  the  cottages  of 
|he  loweft  ranks  begin  to  aflume  a  more  cleanly  and  comfor* 
^able  appearance  ^. 

•  The  price  of  labour,  it  is  believed,  has  been  gradually  rif- 

rr  during  the  whole  of  the  prcfcnt  century ;  but  within  the  laft 

c  rears,  with  a  rapidity  unexperienced  at  any  former  period. 

•t  60  years  ago  the  wages  of  a  common  labourer  were  2  d. 

y.  with  vi(^uals.     Taylors  and  (hoemakers  were  then  ufu- 

r^d  by  the  day,  juid  received,  the  former  3  d.  the  latter^ 

^d. 
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Poor.'-'^^Vh.t  vages  of  artificers  and  common  labourers  are 
in  ordinary  cafts  fufficient  for  rearing  and  maintaining  a  fa- 
ffiily ;  bat  do  not  always  enuble  them  to  lay  up  a  fund  fot 
old  age  or  accidental  difalj(ltty.  In  iuch  fituations,  they  ci« 
ther  receive  occafional  aflilhincei  or  are  inrolled  on  the  Kft 
6f  paupers,  for  regular  fupp^y  from  the  charitable  funds  of 
the  parifli.  Idiots  and  furious  persons,  and  the  children  of 
thofe  who  die  in  poverty,  arc  aifo  ufually  provided  for  from 
the  fame  funds.  Thefe  funds- arife  almoft  entirely  from  vo« 
hrntary  coottihntion,  and  conflft  of  weekly  collections  at  the 
church,  pienaltie?,  dues  on  prockmation  of  marriages,  and 
flic  intereft  of  about  200 1. ;  amounting,  on  an  average  of  the 

lafl 

4(L  with  their  vi'<flustls.  Thofe  who  Were  occafionally  employ- 
ed as  ixjafons  or  carpenters,  in  et  edlirg  the  rude  and  inartificial 
houfes  of  the  inhabitants,  received  6d,  per  day,  with  vidluals. 
The  wages  of  a  male  farnl  fervaat  were  then  1 1.  per  <fnnum^  and 
thofe  of  a  female  iervant,  1 3  s.  4d.  with  the  perquifite  of  aa 
apron  or  a  pair  of  (hoes. 

At  pirefent  the  daily  wages  of  a  comfnon  labourer,  during 
ei]^  idtmhs  of  the  year,  vary  from  lod.  CO  is.  and  from  8  d* 
or  tod.  during  the  winter.  The  annual  income  of  a  common 
labourer,  therefore.  Without  reckoning  davs  of  ficknefs,  Sec  will 
run  from  lal.  11  s.  lod.  to  14I.  i^s.  8d.  Mafons  now  re- 
teitre  IS.  8d.  carpenters  «nd  joiners  is  6d.  per  day.  Shoe, 
makers  and  taylors  are  now  rarely  hired  by  the  day ;  the  latter, 
irhcn  fb  employed^  ufually  receive  8  d.  or  10  d.  with  vi<5luals. 
Male  fkfm  fervants  receive  from  6\i  to  9 1,  per  annum;  and  fe« 
male  fervaots  from  a  1.  10  s.  to  4  L  During  the  harVeft,  the 
extraordinary  demand  for  iitbourers  ufually  raifes  their  waigss 
tcry  confiderably.  ^ 

Therifing  ws^esof  common  labour  and  domeflic  fervice,  have 
of  late  been  theiubjed  of  frecfoent  complaint  among  thofe  whofe 
ilitereft  is  immediately  affeAed .  As  however  it  is  one  of  the  moil 
unequivocal  marks,  it  ought,  by  an  indifferent  fpc(flator,  to  be 
regarded  as  one  of  the  happied  effeds  of  increafrng  indulby 
and  opulence*  It  mud  not,  however,  be  conceailed,  th.it  aniong 
thofe  of  both  fexes  who  are  unembarraiTed  with  the  cares  and  ex* 
f^ncc  of  a  fainfly,  the  advanced  wages  of  labour  have  had  a« 
obvious  tendency  to  cherifh  the  idle  vanity  of  drefs,  and  forne* 
times  even  thtf  mote  ruinous  appetite  for  diiEpacion. 
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laft  ten  years^  to  no  more  than  38  h  per  annum.  Tke(e 
funds  are  folely  in  the  management  of  the  minifter  and  kirk> 
feflion }  and,  in  diftributing  a  fum  fo  moderatei  the  moft  rigid 
oeconomy»  and  vigilant  attention,  are  required  to  dilcriniinate 
the  obje£^s  of  real  didrefs.  The  number  of  poor  at  prefent 
on  the  roll  is  about  40,  all  of  whom  receiv^  ai&ftahce  in 
their  own  houfes  \  except  idiots  and  children,  for  whom  z 
regular  board  is  paid.  As  the  fcanty  allowance  which  can 
be  atForded  by  the  ftlUon  is  feldom  adequate  to  a  complete 
nraintenance,  fomc  cf  the  mofl  helplefs  and  indigent  receive 
a  licence,  which  ufualiy  procures  them  a  fuiall  peufion  from. 
the  different  reiiding  heritors,  and  in  titles  them  to  aik  alms 
within  the  parifli.  When  thefe  means  arc  infiifficicnt,  they 
.arc  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  their  own  induftry  or  to  com- 
mon begging* 

^  Religious  Efiahltfbment, — All  the  inhabitants  of  this  partflr 
profefs  the  eftablilhcd  religion,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
feccders,  not  cxceedi-jg  five  or  fix,  attached  to  the  fefts  of 
Burghers  or  Antibiirghcrs.  The  ftipend  of  the  miniftev 
coufilts  of  J  chaklers  of  iiiCal,  and  i  of  bear;  400 1.  Scotch^ 
ami  an  augmentation  of  25  I.  Sterling  granted  in  1785.  The 
glebe  confifts  of  fevcn  acres  of  arable  land,  worth  about  10 1. 
per  annum^  The  value  of  the  whole  living  amounts,  at  an 
average,  to  about  105!.  Sterling.  The  manle  was  built  ia 
1758,  and  coft  about  190 1.  In  1696,  the  church  was  remo- 
ved from  OIJ  Dailly  to  its  prcfcnt  more  centrical  fituation. 
It  was  rebuilc  in  1766,  and  coft  600 1.  The  intereft  of 
theic  two  fums  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent,  raifcs  the  annual 
expence  of  the  ecclefiudical  eftablilhment  to  about  160 1 

School. — Bcfides  a  few  private   teachers,  occafionally  em- 
ployed by  thoic  ia  the  more  remote  pares  of  the  parifby  there 
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IS  a  regular  parochial  fchool  in  the  village,  in  which  arc 
taught  £ngli(h,  Latin,  French,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  book« 
keeping.  The  number  of  fcholars  is  uTually  from  40  to  60. 
The  falarf  of  the  fchool-mafter  is  8 1.  6  s.  8  d.  which,  with 
the  fchool  fee$5  a  houfe  rent  free,  and  bis  falary  and  per« 
quifites  as  clerk  to  the  kirk-feffion,  raifes  the  annual  income 
of  his  office  to  nearly  30 1.  ^ 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. — In  antiquity,  this  parifli  has 
nothing  very  rare  or  curious  to  boaft  of.  At  a  place  called 
Macbrykill,  there  remain  the  veftiges  of  a  fmall  church  or 
chapel,  probably  dedicated  to  St  Macarius, — In  this  parifh^ 
and  indeed  throughout  Carrick,  the  names  of  places,  not  evi- 
dently modern,  are  all  of  Celtic  origin ;  and  by  a  ikilfull  ety- 
mologift  might  all  perhaps  be  traced  to  fome  local  circuoa- 
ftance  or  peculiarity  of  fituation.  A  confiderable  number  oc- 
cur in  compofition  with  the  words  Bal^  Drum,  Knock,  and 
Kils  as  Balibegj  (/.  e.  little  town)  Balcamy,  Dfumgimaay 
Drumochrcen,  Knochrocher,  Knockgerran,  Kilochan,  Kilkerran, 
Kiigramic,  There  are  many  more  which  cannot  be  reduced 
to  any  of  thefe  clafTcs. 

In  the  cudoms  and  manners  of  the  people,  there  is  no- 
thing very  peculiar  or  chara£leri(lic.  The  farmers  are  intel-* 
ligent  and  refpedlable ;  thofe  in  the  lower  ranks  are  indu&> 
trious,  honeft,  and  much  lefs  addided  than  formerly  to  ha- 
bitual intemperance.  They  are  in  general  attentive  to  the 
education  of  their  children  \  for  there  is  fcarcely  an  indivi- 
dual in  the  pariih  who  has  not  been  taught  to  read  and  write 
Englilh.  They  difcover  no  peculiar  bias  to  any  particular 
profeflion.  Their  inland  fituation  proteds  them  from  cat- 
ching the  infeAion  of  a  feafaring  life  %  and  the  number  of 
thofe  who  have  at  any  time  enliftjed  io  the  army  has  been 
very  incor.fiderabIe, 

NUAL 
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NUMBER    III. 

UNITED     PARISHES    OF    KILCALMO- 
NELL    AND    KILBERRTf. 

{Prejbyiery  of  Kintyre. — Synod  and  County  of  Ar* 

gyle.J 

By  the  Reverend  Alexander  Campbell,  A.  M. 


KILCALMONELL  is  the  moft  northerly  part  of  the 
penin(ala  of  Kintyre,  being  bounded  on  the  N.  by  the 
ifthmos  at  Tarbett.  For  a  fliort  diftance,  it  comprehends 
the  whole  breadth  of  the  peninfula,  from  Loch  Tarbert  on 
the  W.  to  Loch  Fyne  on  the  £.  till  feparated  from  the  lat- 
ter by  the  narrow  but  long  pariih  of  Skipnefs^  whofe  nor^ 
t&ern  extremity  once  formed  a  part  of  Kilcalmonell.  The 
W.  fide  extends  the  whole  length  of  Weft  Tarbert  Loch,- 
which  is  about  i;i  miles,  and  ftretches  4  miles  beyond  it, 
along  the  coaft  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  breadth  of  Kil« 
calmonell  is  frt>m  3  to  5  miles.  Kilberry  is  fituated  in  that 
divifioA  of  ArgyleQiire  which  gives  name  to  the  county.  It 
is  of  a  triangular  form ;  bounded  on  the  S.  by  Loch  Tarbert/ 
on  the  W.  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean}  and  on  the  N.  £.  by 
South  Ejiapdale.  Kilcalmonell,  ia  Gaelic  Cill  a  Cballurh  an 
Malla^  is  derived  from  cill,  which  now  fignifies  a  burying 
place,  but  is  fuppofed  to  have  meant  origiK^ally  the  fame 
with  the  Latin  cellar  Chailum  figniEes  Columba,  and  Ealla  a 
fwan*    It  is  probable  that  the  Columba  here  mentioned  is 

the 
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dur  fime  peribn  to  whom  many  other  churches  are  dedicated^ 
and  who  foimded  the  celebrated  monaftcry  of  Icollumkill^  in 
jSaelic  /  Challum  Cbiili^  the  iilaad  of  Columba  founder  of 
ccils»  a  defigoation  which  would  very  naturally  be  given  him^ 
inftead  of  his -former  one  of  Ealla^  when  he  arrived  at  the 
end  of  his  peregrinations.  Kilberry  means  the  burying  place 
of  St  6erry»  of  whom  bo  hiftory  is  on  repord  \  but  it  would 
appear  that  the  principal  heritor  of  that  parifh  is  defcen- 
ded  firom  the  faint,  as  he  is  in  pollefiion  of  his  name,  his 
place  of  refidence,  ^d  his  revenues  *. 

Affearanee^  SoU^  is^c. — ^The  face  of  the  country  has  the  great- 
eft  variety  in  its  appearance.  It  confifts  of  flats  and  hills,  val« 
liesy  woods,  and  lakes.  The  foil  is  equally  various,  con&ft- 
iog  of  (and,  clay,  loam,  mofs,  and  moor ;  the  laft,  confti- 
tuting  by  far  the  greateft  proportion  of  the  parifh,  is  covered 
with  heathy  and  for  the  mod  part  ill  adapted  to  cUdture.  The 
quantity  of  arable  land  may  be  gucfled  at,  from  th^  account 
of  crops  in  the  ftatiftical  table,  the  one  half  of  it  being  fup* 
pofed  annually  in  tillage.  The  climate  is  diftinguifhed  by  no 
lefs  variety-  The  tranfitions  from  mild  to  cold,  from  dry  to 
wet,  are  fudden  and  frequent }  embarrafing  the  proje£ts,  and 
difappointing  the  expectations,  of  the  hufbandman.  This  oc- 
cafions  frequent  fevers  in  Spring  and  Autumn,  but  they  arc 
feldom  mortaU  and  are  almoft  the  only  difeafes  to  which  a- 
dttlts  are  fubjeQ.  Children  are  afili£led  with  the  hoopin^f 
cough,  meafles,  and  fmall-pox^  but  inoculation  has  of  late 
become  almoft  univerfal.  , 

Canal f 


f  The  entrance  to  Kintyre  was  formerly  defended  by  a  chain 

pf  forts,  one  at  each  end  of  the  llihmus  at  Tarbert,  and  one  in 

the  centre*     The  principal  of  them,  xkt  caftle  of  Tarbert,  is  at 

tliis  day  a  fine  old  ruin.    It  is  faid  that  it  was  fupplied  with 

•    -  water 
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CanaU  Roads,  fa*r.— Inftcad  of  the  projeacd  ctnal  at  Cf  i- 
nan,  to  favc  the  navigation  round  Kintyrc,  it  was  in  contem- 
plation to  have  one  at  Tarbert,  by  cutting  through  the  above 
mentioned  ifthmus,  which  is  only  one  mi!c  in  breadth,  while 
the  diftance  from  Crinan  to  Lochgilphead  is  not  lefs  than 
five.  The  faving  of  cxpence,  with  the  fuperiority  of  caft 
and  weft  Tarbert  IcJchs  as  harbours,  and  for  good  anchoring 
ground,  woulc^more  than  compenfate  the  diiBerence  of  navi- 
gation faved  by  the  Crinan  canal.  There  ;irc  three  good 
lines  of  road  in  the  parlfh,  kept  in  repair  by  an  equivalent 
paid  for  the  ftatute  labour.  One  of  them  interfefls  the  pe« 
ninfula  of  Kintyre,  at  the  diftance  of  iix  miles  from  its  ifth- 
mus*   The  other  two  are  on  the  oppofite  (hores  of  Loch 

Tarbert, 

water  by  a  fubmarine  paflage  in  pipes  acrofs the  harbour;  a  cir* 
cumftance  which,  if  true,  ifaews  that  our  anceflors  were  bet- 
ter acquainted  than  we  fuppofe  with  the  laws  of  hydroda- 
tics.  Tarbert  was  in  the  lall  century  the  feat  of  a  iheriffdom 
of  the  fame  name.  There  are  the  remains  of  many  other  old 
forts  in  the  parifh,  particularly  one  with  vitrified  w^lls,  and 
another  with  a  very  thick  wall  of  dry  flones,  both  built  on  the 
hill  of  Dunikeig,  which  commands  the  opening  of  Loch  Tar* 
bert.  There  are  many  cairns  in  the  parifh.  iSome  years  ago, 
a  cottager  found,  in  a  mofs  on  the  edate  of  Lord  Stonefield^ 
feveral  pieces  of  ancient  brafs  armour. 

Partly  fituated  in  the  Kilberry  divifion  of  this  parifli  is  Sliabb 
Caoi/f  The  Hill  of  Love,  celebrated  in  ancient  (lory  as  thd 
fcene  of  the  death  of  Diarmid,  the  Achilles  of  the  FingaliRn 
heroes,  and  the  great  progenitor  of  the  family  of  Campbell, 
who  are  known  to  this  day  by  the  name  of  Clann  DhiarmaiJ, 
The  children  of  Diarmid. 

Among  the  curiolities  in  this  parifh  are  immenfe  bank>  of 
oyder  fhells  in  Loch  Tarbert,  with  which  the  inhabitants  ma- 
nure their  lands  ;  and  potatoes  found  growing  fpontaneoufly  on 
the  eflate  of  Largie,  in  different  parts  of  the  fame  farm,  one  of 
which  is  diflant  h^f  a  niile  from  any  place  where  that  root  ever 
had  been  planted.  The'faft  is  certain.  How  they  came  th?re, 
is  left  to  the  inv^ftigation  of  the  curious.  Might  they  not  be 
natural  to  a  foil  fo  favourable  to  their  growth,  as  well  as  t* 
Amcricai  or  the  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  I 
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^arberty  parallel  to  its  direflion ;  and,  for  the  moft  part^ 
throQgh  the  fine  natural  woods  with  which  its  fides  are 
adorned. 

EedefiaRieal  State  and  Schools. — The  Dake  of  Argyll  is  pa* 
tron  of  the  parifli,  apd  has  a  fmall  property  in  it.  The 
amount  of  the  teinds  is  1 78  bolk  viAoal,  and  308 1.  14  s.  8  d» 
Scotch ;  out  of  which  the  minifter,  though  the  ftipend  was 
lately  augmented  by  the  Teind  Court,  gets  only  63 1.  Ster- 
ling, and  2  chalders  of  vi£tual,«  Linlithgow  meafure;  a  fti« 
pend  perfeAly  inadequate  to  the  circumftances  of  the  parifh, 
which  is  large,  .populous,  difcontiguous,  and  a  place  of  great 
vefortj  and  ht  below  what,  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of 
the  country,  the  rank  and  fituation  of  the  clergy  would  re* 
quire.  There  is  no  manfe.  The  minifter  receives,  in  lieu 
thereof,  lal.  los.  annually  from  the  heritors.  He  rents  a 
bim  and  farm^^houfe.  Farms  are  abfolutely  neccflary  to  the 
clergy  in  the  country,  a  legal  glebe  being  too  poor  a  fubfti- 
tutd  for  the  want  of  regular  markets.  There  are  4 {•  acres 
arable  land  for  a  glebe,  and  a  fervitude  on  a  neighbouring 
farm  of  4  cows  grafs.  The  fervitude  was  originally  on  the 
whole  of  the  farm ;  but,  from  the  inability  of  the  Scotch 
clergy  to  cope  with  fuperior  power,  the  farm  has  been  fub« 
divided,  and  the  minifter's  cows  turned  over  to  a  bleak  moor, 
where  the  cattle,  even  in  fummer,  are  ftarving. 

There  are  two  parochial  places  of  worfbip,  one  in  the  Kil- 
calmonell,  and  one  in  the  Kilberry  divifion.  They  are  dif- 
tant  from  each  other  5  miles,  including  a  mile  of  fea,  being 
the  breadth  of  Loch  Tarbert.  There  is  a  church  built  only 
at  one  of  them,  which  is  too  fmall  for  the  people,  who  are 
obliged  to  pay  a  heavy  tax,  in  name  of  feat  rent,  to  the  heri- 
tors, for  permiffion  to  attend  it.  This  laft  obfervation  like- 
^iie  applies  to  a  chapel  at  Tarbertj  where  diviqc  fi^rvice  U 
VoL-.X-    *  H  performed 
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performed  hf  a  tniffionaiy,  paid  by  the  committee  of  thir 
General  AiTccnbly  for  managiog  the  royal  bouDtf.  He  re- 
fides  in  the  parifli  of  S.  Knapdale  ;  but  the  greateft  part  of 
the  mlflion  belongs  to  this  parifh.  There  was  a  pre(byterial 
decreet  pafled,  for  building  a  charch  in  the  Kilberrjr  divifion 
of  the  parifli,  many  years  fince,  which,  it  is  expcftcd,  will 
foon  take  eSe£l.  The  language  of  the  natives  is  Gaelic .; 
but  fome  of  them  underftand  a  little  Engliilu  Th,e  mi^ifter 
preaches  in  both  languages. 

There  is  a  parochial  fchool  in  the  parifli ;  but  onlj  a  fmall 
part  of  this  diftriA  has  bpen  in  the  pradice  of  contributing 
to  its  fupport.  There  is  a  decreet  for  the  minimum  of  legal 
parochial  falary  \  but  no  part  of  the  fum  contained  in  it  han 
as  yet  been  paid*  Two  fchoolmafters,  appointed  by  the  So«> 
ciety  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge,  have 
each  a  fmall  allowance.  Their  (Ituation  is  not  rendered  fo 
comfortable  as  it  ought  by  the  heritors  or  pariflitooers.  The 
poverty  of  the  people  obliges  them  to  employ  the  children  ia 
farming  and  herding,  which  either  prevents  them  entirely 
from  going  to  fchool,  o^  niukes  their  attendance  too  irregular 
to  receive  much  benefit  therefrom. 

Manners  of  the  People. — ^Thc  people  are,  in  general,  mild 
^nd  docile,  pundual  in  their  obfervance  of  religious  ordi« 
nanceS|  and  regular  in  their  lives.  At  a  diftance  from  the 
public  road  and  from  flrangers,  clothes,  when  wafliing,  are 
expofed  at  night  without  being  watched.  And  it  is  to  be 
doubted  whether  any  parifh  in  Scotland  can  produce  fo  long 
^  lifl  of  people,  with  fo  few  inftances  of  crimes  •. 

Poor. 

*  The  moft  unaccountable  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  lower 
f  laHes  in  this  and  in  other  pariflies,  and  that  which  can  be  leafl 
(a(iiy  reconciled  tp  the  hardihi|)s  of  their  fituation,  is  their  fond- 

aefs 


5f  Kila^Mmelt  and  Kilherry.  59 

>di*';— Tie  ftmds  for  the  fapport  of  the  poor  arife  from 
fte  wccWf  coMefticJns  at  the  places  of  worfliip,'  which  arc 
£nhb  1  s.  r(»  4  s.  ;  the  fines  for  delinquencies ;  and  the  inte- 
icft  of  fevings  made  from  the  ftmds,  when  there  were  not  fo 
manjr  poor  on  the  roll  as  at  prefeat.  Thofe  funds  are  dldri- 
boted,  at  quarterly  meetings,  \sj  the  kirk-feffion,  to  fach  of 
the  poor  as  art  conined  to  their  houfes  by  age  or  ficknefs. 
Of  this  defcription  there  are  on  the  lift  (not  including  thofe 
wkhia  the  miffion,  which  provides  for  its  own  poor)  33,  to 
whom  the  funds  will  by  no  means  afford  an  adequate  relief. 
Soch  as  are  able  to  go  about  to  beg,  have  licences  for  that 
pnrpofe  from  the  kirkifefBon,  by  which,  however,  they  arc 
confined  to  the  parifhi  The  minifter  has  attempted,  but 
without  effeft,'  to  keep  off  vagrant  poor,  of  whom  a  great 
noiaber  make  their  appearance  in  this  parifh  *^. 

-FjSt,  fei*r.— The  well  known  and  highly  prircd  Loch  Fyne 
herrings  ate  frequently  found  on  the  eaft  coaft  of  this  parifh, 

in 


ncfs  for  dogSi  Almoft  every  family  has  one  5  and,  in  fome  fa* 
miJtesy  there  are  two  or  three.  Even  paupers  were  found  to 
have  fo  unwarrantable  an  attachment  to  thefe  animals,  chat 
tftreats  to  ftrike  them  off  the  poor's  roll  were  obliged  to  be  uf^  J 
before  they  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  part  with  them.  From 
the  ftatiftical  table,  it  appears  there  are  400  dogs  in  the  parifh. 
The  food  devoured  by  thefe  animals  would  feed  400  pigs^ 
which,  when  a  year  old,  would  fell  at  400 1.  Dedufl  40 1,  for 
I^ime  cod  ;  and  the  balance*  3601.  would  be  the  annual  faving 
to  this  parifh  alone  by  fuch  a  fubftttuiiony  befides  prevention  of 
danger  from  canine  madnefs.  as  well  as  the  lofs  of  fhcep,  of 
which  no  lefs  than  140  were,  a  few  years  ago,  del^royed  by 
dogs  in  a  range  of  8  miles,  in  the  coorTe  of  a  few  weeks. 

•  One  of  the  paupers  on  the  lift  is  a  man  78  years  old,  who. 
It  17459' got,  in  defence  of  the  piefent  reigning  family,  repeat* 
ed  and  fevere  wounds^  the  marks^  of  which  he'  will  carry  with 
him  to  his  gfave. 
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in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  commodions  harbonr  nd 
fiflinig  village  of  Eaft  Tarbert.  Weft  Tarbert  loch  hat  lew 
fi(h»  excepting  the  fry  of  feath,  known  by  the  name  of  eud^ 
difu,  the  taking  of  which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their  fize^ 
is  confidered  only  as  an  amufement.  Mackarel  fometimes 
vifit  it.  There  are  likewife  fome  fhell-fiOi,  particularly  oyf^ 
ters,  which  are  fold  on  the  fpot  at  6d.  the  hundred,  and  fenc 
to  the  markets  of  Campbeltoun  and  Greenock. 

There  are  in  this  diftriA  feak  and  otters,  the  former  ii> 
.  numerous  as  to  give  name  to  a  farm  in  the  pariib,  R/macban, 
Seal  Field.  The  conftant  refort  of  this  animal  to  Loch  Tar- 
bert, is  a  proof  that  the  quantity  of  fi(h  on  the  weft  fideiof 
the  parifh  is  greater  than  apprehended. 

AU  the  variety  of  quadruped  (excepting  deer)  and  of 
birds,  native  and  migratory,  (excepting  the  ptarmigan), 
found  in  any  part  of  Scotland,  appear  in  this  pariCh.  Heath* 
fowl,  in  fome  of  the  hill-farms,  come  in  flocks,  and  do  mnch 
damage  to  the  corn  ;'  hares  and  partridges  are  no  lefs  deftruc««' 
tive;  yet,  from  the  feverity  of  the  game  laws,  the  farmer  is 
not  allowed  to  proted  his  crops  from  them,  without  leave 
from  bis  landlord,  as  well  as  a  heavy  tax  to  Government. 

Agriculture. — Some  parts  of  the  parifh  are  well  fitted  for 
raifing  grain.  Were  thefe  places  inclofcd  and  fubdivided, 
and  a  judicious  rotation  of  crops  introduced,,  their  produce 
might  be  more  than  doubled.  Introducing  oats  inftead  of 
bear,  would  alfo  tend  much  to  benefit  the  country.  The: 
produce  would  be  greater ;,  much  of  the  manure  might  be 
ufed'  for  potatoes  ;  and  the  oats  would  not  be  manu&fturcd^ 
like  the  bear,  into  a  pernicious,  unwholefome  fpirit. 

Captain  Campbell,  Ton  of  Lord  Stonefield,  one  of  the  heri- 
tors of  the  parifti,  has  refided  in  it  for  a  few  years  back,  and 
is  almoft  the  only  perfon  therein  who  fbUQws  a  ^irited  plan 
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af<fiirming,  by  fubdividingy  draining,  ufiiig  rh«,  beft  ntcnfib^ 
and  introducing  green  crops  and  fown  grafles.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate, however,  that  he  has  ndt  £xed  upon  a  better  foil  for 
his  oj^rations.  All  Lord  StonefielU's  tenants,  in^^d,  foir 
turnips,  a  crop  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  cliipate^of  this 
country.  But,  until  they  have  fmall  and  fyfficieBC  inclofurey^ 
at  his  Lordfhip's  cxpence,  (neither  their  own  purfes  nor  leaje» 
being  able  to  afford  them),  it  is  not  to  be  expei^ed  that  the 
turnip  crops  can  fucceed.  It  is  but  ju()ice,  however*  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Stone&eld,  (heriff  of  the  county,  (whofb 
patrlotifm  and  abilities,  in  promoting  the  Argyllfhire  roads^ 
.  will  be  long  remembered)^  to  obfefve,  that  more  has  been 
done  for  the  in^provement  of  this  eftate,  by  large  inclofuretp. 
4lraiaing9  a|id  planting,  than  in  ail  the  reft  of  the  pariih  put 
together. 

The  ipinifter  of  this  pariih  praAifes  an  improved  method 

of  planting  potatoes,  which,  fron^  accurate  and  repeated  ex* 

periments  io  foil  not  fuperior  to  the  average  of  Great  Bri* 

tain,  wHl,  on  a  moderate  computation,  yield  248.  per2crc 

more  than  the  method  recommended  by  the  moft  approved 

writers  on  farming.     He  has  with  fucceft  applied  peat  duft^ 

and  roots  of  kail  and  cabbage,  as  manure  to  the  potatoes  i 

and  he  has  contrived  a  harrow  for  the  purpofes  of  the  horle* 

hoeing  husbandry,  by  which  the  furface  can  be  fmoothed^ 

and  ^eeds  deftroyed,  without  levelling  the  rows.  *  He  has 

likewife  invented  a  plough,  the  fock  of  which  is  fo  formed 

»SK  to  render  a  coulter,  (once  thought  fo  effential),  with  all 

'  its  train  of  plates  and  wedges,  an  uielefs  incumbrance.    He 

thas  made  improvements,  too,  on  the  curved  mould-board 

and  the  chain-muzzle. 

FuiL'^The  tad  made  ufe  of  h  peat,  which  every  family 
provides  for  kldf.    This  fubftance  lies  contiguous  to  fom« 

farmS| 
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{vmt|  and  at  a  diftance  from  otheri;  bat  peat^maldng  i^* 
actended  with  inconveniences  to  all.  The  time  confumed  in 
preparing  and  leading  it,  which  is  fo  great  a  hindrance  to 
tde  bufiners  of  fiorming,  with  the  diftrefs  occa&oned  by  the 
fesquent  difficulty,  or  rather  impoffibility,  of  preparing  it 
properly  in  (b  rainy  a  climate,  render  it  highly  defirable  that 
the  partial  and  oppreffive  tax  on  coals  were  repealed. 

Advantages  and  Dlfadvantaga. — The  circumftanccs  advan- 
HEigeous  to  the  parifh  are  its  good  roads,  its  eafy  communis 
oat-ion  with  other  parts,  by  means  of  the  two  lochs  of  Eaft 
and  Weft  Tarbert,  and  the  weekly  packets  from  them  to 
the  low  country  and  the  Weftern  Ifles,  with  the  arrival  of  a 
poft  three  times  a  week ;  iea*ware,  banks  of  oyfter-fhells  and 
IheU-fand,  abundance  of  limeftone,  and  the  frequent  vifits 
made  by  the  herrings.  The  difadvantages  the  parifh  labours 
voder  are,  the  fcarcity  of  fait  to  cure  the  herrings,  and  of 
ooal  to  burn  the  limeftone; — the  want  of  uniformity  of 
weights  and  meafures,  hurtful  to  the  ignorant,  and  inconve- 
nient to  the  beft  informed ;— the  want  of  leafes  in  fome 
Gdes,  the  fhortnefs  of  them  in  others,  and  the  many  bur« 
thenfome  claufes  with  which  they  are  clogged  ; — ^but  princi- 
poDy  the  high  rents,  which  are  beyond  all  proportion  to  the 
{Vefent  ftate  of  improvement  in  the  country*  Thefe  difad«* 
iMntages  occafioncd  the  people  to  emigrate  in  great  numbers 
to  America,  before  our  unfortunate  difpute  with.that  coun. 
try,  and  in  fmaller  numbers  even  fince  that  period*  The 
f]pirit  of  emigration  has  again  begun  to  appear  amongft  them, 
(^  the  decreafe  in  the  population  within  thefe  lo  years  paft, 
by  the  ftatiftical  table) }  and,  from  their  murmurs  and  com- 
plaints, it  is  probable  it  will  foon  arrive  at  fuch  a  height,  that 
the  evil  complained  of  will  cure  itfelf,  both  here  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  Highlands,  though  not  till  it  has  drained  the 

nation 
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natkiB  of  maoy  iafaabitfmts,  and  of  z  confequent  propotttott 
«f  ks  opulence  .and  importance.  All  the  plans  that  ham 
beeo  hitherto  propoied  for  the  relief  of  tbefe  unfortunate 
people^  will  be  of  little  avail  towards  ameliorating  their  «on- 
dition,  while  the  landed  proprietors  enjoy  an  nnlimited  pew9 
of  raifing  their  rents^  Would  a  ftatutCi  regulating  the  rent 
of  lands,  be  a  greater  infringement  on  the  rights  of  tlie.fiib» 
jcd,  than  the  regulation  of  the  affize  <^  breads  or  the  race  of 
intereft  f 


P/yAtilafMft  1  ■ 

^Statijlical  Table. 

J,  u'j/tmU§$§vfH' 

Number  of  perfons  under 

Perfons  born  in  Ireland 

H 

10  years  of  age 

73^ 

Families 

S6z 

From  ID  to  20 

424 

Inhabited  houfes 

S6% 

From  ao  to  30 

394 

Inhabitants  in  villages 

«H 

From  30  to  40 

265 

Married  perfons 

92a 

From  40  to  50 

ai2 

Unmarried  men  above  50 

From  50  to  60 

191 

years  of  age 

'  % 

From  60  to  70 

'35 

Unmarried  women  above 

From  70  to  80 

67 

45 

21 

From  80  to  90 

21 

Widowers 

3F 

From  90  to  100 

3 

Widows 

130 

Total  population  in 

Members  of   the   efta^ 

1792 

2448 

bliOied  Church           : 

t44« 

Ditto  in  1782 

2860 

Proprietors  refiding 

4 

Ditto  in  1755 

1925 

6 

Males 

1 196 

ProprietoM  ia  other  pa- 

Females 

1252 

riflws  reCding  here 

2 

Males  bom  out  of  the 

Clergyman 

I 

pari(h    '    - 

215 

Surgeon 

( 

Females  ditto 

219 

Scholars,  about 

150 

Perfon  born  in  England 

1 

Pofts            . 

3 

Poftmaftcr 


«♦ 
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Poftmafter 

1 

Seamen,  including  fi(her« 

Farms 

»3i 

men        -        -            it^ 

Farms  above  50 1.  per  an- 

Herring  buffes,  making 

mnn 

II 

up  340  cons  burthen         6 

Shopkeepers 

5 

Boats,  about            -           30 

binkeepers 

2 

Carts   '      -             -             76 

lacenfed  diftillers 

5 

Ploughs,  moftly  Scotch, 

Private  retailers  of  whit 

and  of  the  word  con- 

%,  perhaps 

20 

ftruftion         -         -      143 

Mafons 

7 

Horfes            -        -        568 

Smiths            -          m 

6 

£Iack  cattle,  all  ages  in-   ' 

Clockmaker 

I 

eluded        -        -       4237 

ilillers            . 

5 

Sheep           -        -        5187 

Carpenters 

II 

Dogs            •         -         400 

Coopers            -            • 

4 

Real    rent,    including 

Weavers 

44 

fervices    and    other 

Shoemakers        -        - 

13 

burthens,           anno 

Taylors 

22 

179«        -      -     I-  3570 

Gardeners 

4 

Ditto,  anno  1782      L.  2617 

Male  fitfm-fervants,  in- 

Valued rent  in  Scotch 

cluding  herds 

138 

money           L-  475  =  S  ?  4 

Female  ditto 

184 

Bolls  of  oats  (own           1671 

Male  day-labourers      - 
Male  domeftic  fcnrants 

40 

5 

Female  ditto 

18 

Pecks  of  lint  ditto         '    182 

rear/.                       Birtbu 

Marriages 

regifiraied. 

1784    Males  55    Females  52 

Tokal  107                  ^2 

1785             68 

80 

>48                  33 

1786             55 

40 

95                  25 

1787             61 

44 

105         .         23 

1788             53 

49 

io:t                 18 

1789 

•  vf  KilcalmonneH  and  Kilberrj*  6'^ 

Tiars,  Births.  Marriages 

ngift  rated. 

1789  Males  5 2    Females  52    Total  104  24 

1790  56  47  103  28 
I79«               S3                  4(^                99                   3^ 

Explanation  ef^  and  Supplement  to,  tie  Statiftical  Table. 

With  regard  to  marriages,  when  parties  belong  to  two  dlf» 
ferent  pariflies,  it  i3  required  by  law  that  they  be  regifterccj 
in  both.  It  will  be  neceffary,  therefore,  for  the  perufcr  of 
the  ftatiftical  accounts  of  Scotland  to  obferve,  that  the  fame 
marriage  is  frequently  returned  from  two  different  parifhes^i 
being  eztra^^ed  from  the  parilh  regiflers,  and  that  calcula- 
tions founded  on  thefe  returns  muft  lead  to  erroneous  con-* 
dufions. 

The  female  day-labourers  are  fuch  of  the  widows  in  the 
foregoing  lift  as  are  able  to  work,  and  can  procure  employ- 
jnent.  They  get  for  fhcaring  6  d.  per  day,  befides  viftuals, 
and  for  fpinning  2  d.  When  they  fpin  in  their  own  houfcsi 
they  get  4d.  for  12  cuts,  or  a  hafp,  which  is  reckoned  a 
day's  fpinning. 

There  is  no  regifter  of  deaths  or  burials  kept  in  the  parifli. 
The  burying-grounds  are  many,  and  widely  diftant  from  each 
other.  The  general  height  of  the  people  is  5  feet  8  inches ; 
there  are  fome  above  6  feet  high. 

All  the  parilhioncrs  are  farmers,  excepting  thofe  that  arc 
otherwife  defigned  in  the  ftatiftical  table ;  and  even  thefe  are 
fo  upon  a  fmall  fcale,  as  they  all  rent  a  little  land.  Such  of 
them  as  may  be  called  manufafturers,  as  weavers,  &c.  do  not 
manufafturc  for  exportation.  As  the  ftatiftical  table  was 
made  up  before  the  commencement  of  the  harveft  quarter, 
at  which  time  fervants  are  hired  for  {hearing,  6cc.  the  greac- 
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eft  part  of  the  farm  fervants  mentioned  in  it  are  thofe  en>» 
ployed  in  herding.  Some  of  thefie  are  cottagers,  who,  with 
their  families,  are  employed  in  herding  in  the  larger  farms. 
The  reft  are  boys  and  girls,  refiding  in  the  families  of  the 
farmers.  The  cottagers  get,  for  wages,  a  houfe,  a  cow's 
grafs,  potatoe  land,  and  as  much  meal  or  mon(^y  as  will  make 
their  wages  equal  to  that  of  the  male  farm- fervants  refiding 
in  the  families  of  their  mafters,  which,  including  vifkuals,  is 
from  1 2 1,  to  14 1,  per  annum.  The  boys  and  girls  get  from 
24  s.  to  50  s.  per  annum,  according  to  their  age^  and  the 
trouble  of  herding. 

The  farmers,  befides  having  their  own  families  conftantly 
employed  in  the  bufiaefs  of  the  farm,  have  hired  fervants 
during  the  harveft  quarter.  They  are  feci  in  the  families  of 
the  farmers ;  and  the  wages  of  the  women,  during  that  peri- 
od, is  from  25  s.  to  30  s.-,  and  of  the  men,  about  40  s. 
They  comp  moflly  from  the  Weftern  Iflands,  and  from  the 
northern  diftrifts  of  the  couptry.  The  greater  part  of  the 
young  perfons  belonging  to  the  parifh,  who  are  not  of  the 
families  of  the  farmers,  or  not  employed  by  their  parents  in 
farming,  feek  for  fervice  in  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  lovv 
country,  at  the  cotton  works,  and  other  manufaflures.  Many 
of  the  young  men  are  feamcn  employed  in  vcflcls  belonging; 
to  the  pariih,!  or  to  the  ports  of  Rothfay,  Campbelcoun,  and 
Greenock.  The  prices  of  proviiions  are  not  materially  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  at  Greenock,  the  communication  between 
the  two  places  being  regular  and  eafy.  This  circumftance, 
too,  determines  the  wages  of  carpenters,  niafons,  &c.  The 
clockmaker  mentioned  in  the  table  is  92  years  of  age.  He 
enjoys  great' health  and  aftivity  for  his  years,  and  can  travel 
many  miles  in  a  day,  to  repair  the  clocks  and  watches  of  the 
parifliioners.  To  the  fcanty  and  precarious  fubfiftence  this 
^ffbrds^  he  is  obliged  to  add  by  begging. 

Cropu 


of  kikalmonnell  and  Kilberry.  €j 

Crops* — Oats  are  Town  in  Aprils  ahd  reaped  in  September, 
bear  is  ibwn  in  May,  and  reaped  in  Auguft.  Potatoes  are 
planted  in  May,  and  taken  up  for  keeping  about  the  end  of 
Oftober.  Average  produce  oiF  oats  from  5  firlots,  Linlith- 
gow meafure,  (being  the  Kintyre  boll\  fown  in  the  acre,  2| 
feeds.  From  3  firlots  bear,  (KSotyre  meafure),  to  the  acre, 
6  feeds.  From  2  bolls  potatoes,  or  10  herring  barrels  filled 
fo  as  to  admit  of  being  headed,  to  the  acre,  10  feeds.  Value 
of  black  cattle,  taking  the  average  of  all  ages  and  defcrip- 
tionr,  2 1. ;  of  horfcs,  4 1. ;  of  (heep,  4  s.  The  breed  of 
black  cattle  and  (heep  belonging  to  the  fmall  tenants,  is  far 
inferior  to  what  is  in  other  parts  of  ArgylKhire.  There  arc 
fome  turnips,  beans,  kail,  cabbage,  and  fown  graflcs,  in  the 
parifh  :  but  the  quantity  is  inconfiderable.  Average  yearly 
Value  of  woodS|  150  L  s  of  kelp,  ao  L 
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NUMBER    IV. 
PARISH   OF   KIRKLISTOUN. 

(County  and  Prejhyiery  of  Linlitbgow: — Synod  of  L<j- 
tbian  and  TweeddaJe.J 

By  Mr  John  MueKARsrs^  Affift^t  to  tkt  Reverend  Mr 
Jambs  Lindsat. 


Extent^  Name^  is^c. 

THE  parifli  of  Kirkliftoan  is  divided  bjr  tie  river  Al- 
mond into  two  parts,  the  eaftem  divifion-  (which  is 
about  one  fourth  of  the  whole)  lying  in  the  county  of  Mid« 
Lothian,  and  the  weftern  io  the  county  of  Linlithgow.  The 
parifh  is  Of  a  form  extremely  irregular  \  but  the  length  may 
be  5  J  miles,  and  the  average  breadth  34  miles.  The  ancient 
name  of  the  parifh  was  Temple  Lifton^  Liofton,  according 
to  an  eminent  antiquarian  lately  deceafed  *,  iignifies,  in  the 
Celtic,  an  inclofure  on  the  fide  of  a  river.  This  compound, 
in  progtefs  of  time,  may  have  l:>een  contracted  into  Lidoun^ 
of  which  name  there  are  feveral  places  in  this  parifh  ;  HalU  y^ 
lifton,  Oldlifton,  Ncwlifton,  Iliflon  or  Highlifton,  and  Kirk- 
lifton,  the  latter  being  the  name  of  the  village  in  which  the 
church  is  placed,  as  well  as  of  the  whole  parifti.  The  pro- 
bability of  this  conjcfture  is  ftrengthcned  from  a  circular 
mound  of  earth,  of  great  antiq,uity,'  furroundcd  with  large 

unpoliCisd 
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^  KirUifiiKmu  ^ 

tmpolifliecl  fionesi  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  each  other, 
cvideotly  intended  in  memory  of  fome  remarkable  event. 
Tradition,  however,  relates,  that  a  family  of  the  name  of 
Lifion  poflefled  great  property  in. this  neighbourhood  ;  and  it 
may  fiill  appear  doubtful  whether  the  place  derived  itS  name 
from  the  family,  or  the  family  from  the  places 

Soilf  Produce,  isfc. — The  foil  varies  from  a  ftrong  clay  to^ 
a  rich  black  mould,  the  only  exceptions  being  a  few  haughs, 
(evidently  formed  by  the  changing  of  the  river's  courfe), 
compofed  of  a  light  earth  and  deep  fand.  In  a  few  places^ 
the  clay  land  is  extremely  wet,  and  difficult  to  labour ;  but 
the  whole  of  the  pari(h  is  arable,  and  has  been,  for  time  im- 
memorial, under  tillage. 

Wheat,  barley,  oats,  peafe,  beans,  hay,  potatoes,  yams,  and 
a  few  turnips,  are  the  ordinary  produce.  The  average  quan- 
tity of  the  6rft  five  may  be  from  7  to  8  bolls,  Linlithgow 
meafure,  the  Scotch  acre  ;  but  it  is  not  uncommon  to  have, 
in  the  moft  fertile  places,  la  and  14  bolls.  From  the  pre* 
fent  high  ftate  of  cultivation,  it  is  evident  that  attention  to 
agriculture  was  early  introduced ;  and  it  is  a  well  attefted 
fa^,  that  Lord  Stair  was  the  firft  in  Scotland  to  plant  tur- 
nips and  cabbages  in  the  open  fields.  All  the  lands  in  the 
pariih  have  been  long  ago  enriched  with  lime ;  and  many 
attempts  were  made,  though  with  lefs  fuccefs,  to  Ume  a  fe« 
cond  and  a  third  ttme  with  increafed  quantities.  Evely 
common  expedient  has  been  alfb  employed  to  increafe  the 
quantity  of  dung ;  and  fome  of  the  farmers  have  carried 
their  fpeculations  not  only  to  the  rotation  from  black  to 
white  crops,  but  alfo  to  varying  the  different  crops  in  the 
rotation. 

The  manner  of  ploughing  is  with  two  horfes,  without  any 
aiSfiance  from  oxeo.     The  ploughs  are  after  Smairs  con- 

ftruAion* 
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ftruftiot!.— The  farms,  in  general,  are  not  large.  Excepting 
3  or  4,  which  may  contain  from  300  to  500  acres,  they  inin 
from  100  to  200  acres.  The  increafiog  defire  of  accumula- 
ting this  kind  of  property,  has  not  operated  to  a  very  great 
extent  for  50  years  paft.  One  &rm  of  500  acres  prcfcntly 
maintains,  in  conne£lion  with  it,  families  confifting  of  47 
fouh  •.    *rhc  diligchce  and  aftlvity  of  the  farmers  are  equal 

to 


♦  The  difadtantage  to  population  by  the  accumulation  of 
farms,  muft  arife  chiefly  from  the  habit  and  capacity  of  doing 
more  work  with  fewer  hands  ;  and  even  this  to  a  whole  nation 
may  be  leOened  by  the  redo<flion  in  the  price  of  grain,  froiti  an 
additional  quantity  in  the  xtiarket«     But  the  chief  difad vantage 
of  this  ruinous  and  prevailing  prai5lice  artfes  not  fo  much  from  its 
cfieds  on  population,  as  in  changing  manners  and  habits.     Ic 
deftroys  the  balance,  in  point  of  numbers,  between  mafters  and 
fervants,  and  produces  a  confiderabie  effed  on  the  fpirit  and  in* 
dependence  of  a  whole  nation.  The  evil  may  be  lamented;  butf 
during  the  liate  of  rapidly  increafing  cultivation,  where  a  capi* 
tal  is  required,  and  where  the  knowledge  of  the  bufmefs  is  con* 
fined)  there  can  be  little  hopes  of  a  cure.     In  a  general  and 
high  ftate  of  eokivation*  however,  when  the  ezidence  of  a  fa* 
mily  will  become  of  importance,  and  the  labour  of  it  procure 
the  means,  when  fuperiority  in  the  art  will  only  confiil  in  clofe 
attention,  when  peifons  of  this  chara^er  will  be  able  co  afford 
the  higheft  price  for  land  ;  and  finally,  when  there  (hall  be  no 
extraordinary  demand  foremen  to  the  other  departments  of  civil 
fociety,  this  evil  will  naturally  ceafe  to  exifl.     It  it  to  the  local 
and  partial  operations  of  thofe  principles,  Chat  we  mult  afcribe 
the  general  equality  and  moderation  of  farms  in  this  parifb  ; 
and,  if  thefe  were  univerfal,  the  fadls  would  more  certainly 
follow.     In  the  mean  time,  though  the  proprietors  of  land  are 
eicufable  in  adopting  the  bed  method  ot  bringing  their  proper- 
ty, in  the  fpeediefl  manner,  to  the  greateil  value ;  yet  have  they 
it  much  in  their  power,  without  interrupting  the  general  plan, 
to  prevent  the  inconveniency.     A  few  acres,  lying  contiguous 
to  the  villages,  divided  among  the  inhabitants,  would  greatly 
attach  them  to  the  foil,  by  giving  them  a  property  and  exif- 
tence  in  the  country.     It  would  better  their  condition,  and  in- 
creafe  their  numbers,  by  blending  together  the  charadlers  of 
tlie  mechanic  and  hufbandmen  ;  and,  far  from  dimiuilking,  it 
would  add  to  the  value  of  land. 


9f  i^iriJi/iotm.  yi 

.to  their  Jcnowledge  of  the  buiinefs«  The  farm-houfo  in  this 
jnrifh  are  extremely  commodious^  and  even  elegant.  They 
confift  of  two  floors,  befides  garrets,  are  covered  with  blue 
and  grey  ilate,  and  are  in  all  refpe^  fupcrior  to  the  general 
lity  of  country  manfes. 

CharaBer  and  Manners. — With  the  exjception  of  a  few 
families,  the  whole  people  may  he  divided  into  two  clailesa 
farmers  compofing  the  one,  and  mechatilcs  and  fervants  the 
other.  The  former  being  ^Imoft  wholly  on  the  fame  levels 
live  together  in  the  moft  intimate  habits  of  fnendChip  and 
hofpitality.  From  the  Increafing  civilization  of  if)anners,| 
the  fiiiihion  of  the  timesi  and  other  accidental  caufcs,  they 
have,  wiihin  the  iaft  40  years,  entirely  d^*  parted  from  the 
pernicious  cudom  of  having  their  meetings  for  bufinefs  or 
amuicment  in  the  publicrhoufes  of  the  parifli.  They  now 
^fiemblc  together  in  the  family  ftile,  and  conduft  their  enters 
tainments  with  the  fobrie'ty  and  delicacy  becoming  family 
manners.  The  morals  of  the  common  people  have  cootie 
nued  nearly  in  the  fame  footing  for  many  yc  irs.  The  only 
fa^t  which  conftitutes  a  difference  between  the  people  of  thi^ 
fank  10  this  and  the  greater  number  of  country  parifhes  io 
Scotland,  is  the  extreme  difficulty  of  rifing  above  their  hum- 
ble condition.  The  equality  of  the  farms,  and  the  want  of 
nianuiadluresy  afford  no  hope  to  fervants  and  mechanics  of 
becoming  maffers  in  their  feveral  profeffions.  By  this  means^ 
while  the  induffry  of  the  people  is  not  materially  affeded^ 
the  defire  of  accumulating  money  is  fcarcely  known  *.  Hi- 
therto 

*  The  time,  however,  does  not  feem  to  be  far  dtftant,  when 
the  ambition  for  gaiety  will  give  place  to  habits  of  intempe- 
rance. It  is  utterly  impoCBble  chat  fpirits  can  remain  at  their 
prefent  price,  (about  3  s.  the  Englifh  gallon  in  retail),  withoot 
becoming  the  bcVerage  of  the  common  people.  About  ao  years 


JO,  Stati^eal  Hciiunl 

therto  this  has  been  followed  bj  no  bad  confequence  to  their 
mannersi  becaufe  the  exceft  of  their  wages  has  been  fpent  in 
gm  innocent^  if  not  vSctul,  profa£on  in  their  appearance. 


9 

ago,  in  this  parifh  and  neighbonrhobd,  there  were  feven  brew-, 
eries,  where  at  prefent  there  are  only  two  ;  and  each  of  the  feven 
brought  nore  ale  to  the  market  than  both  the  prefent  ones  do. 
It  is  evident^  that,  in  the  fame  period,  the  confumption  of  fpt- 
rits  mnft  have  proportionally  increafed  ;  and  it  is  ah  ^dldifpcrJ 
table  faft,  that  the  ufe  of  fpiritnoos  liquors  givesahe-  pr^fpeiSI 
of  unlimited  excefs«     The  progrefs  towards  this  horrid  date  is 

^  more  imperceptible  in  the  country  than  in  large  towns ;  be. 
canfe,  in  the  latter,  the  daily,  and  even  hourly,  price  of  labour, 
fnpplies  the  conftant  means  ;  and,  in  the  former,  fobriety  is,  in 
ali  cafes,  a  more  important  recommendation  ;  but  the  habit  of 
drinkmg  ff^irits  will  Anally  overcome  every  fentiifcient  of  honour 
and  ambition  in  thp  human  charader.  It.  muft  be  allowed  at 
the  (kme  time,  that  the  depravity  of  the  individual  may  be  the 

LJtempMiry  riches  of  the  ftace,  when  depravity  is  the  fubje^t  of 
t%s:ation;  but  no  man  of  integrity  would  defire  to  fee  a  rich 
£xclie(}uet,  and  a  weak,  enervated,  and  debauched  people* 
Nothing  can  be  of  the  fmalleft  fervice  for  the  cure  p(  this  evil, 
bm  that  which  efieaually  raifes  the  price  of  fpiritS|  and  makes 

^  l^le  a  more  palatable  and  fobftantial  beverage. 
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Populatioiu 


lies. 

3ouli.l 

Children 
under  9 

Children  iMales 
•hove  9  jabdvc 

Females 
above  9 

Diflen* 
Lcrs. 

[years. 

years. 

j»  years 

yeart. 

Heritors     - 

3 

26         2 

I 

IC 

»4 

Farmers         -* 

44 

324       23 

60 

167 

«34 

24 

Cottagers     - 

»S 

35^ 

102 

.     63 

»»$ 

«3S 

• 

Day-labourers 

34 

III 

19 

20 

46 

46 

Widow*     . 

09 

150 

21 

24 

24 

los 

Iimkecpers    • 

9 

3B 

S 

10 

12 

21 

J. 

108 

503 

III 

103 

201 

S75 

191 

170 

1  352 

1504 

\m 

281 

> 

646 

209 

From  this  table,  it  appears  that  there  are  4I  perfons  to  a 
fiimiiy,  and  that  the  pfoportioDS  betwixt  males  and  females 
ij  as  8  of  the  former  to  9  of  the  latter.  It  is  prefumed  that  . 
every  other  ufeful  proportion  connected  with  populatioa 
may  be  deduced  frdm  this  table.  The  vaft  difproportioo  be* 
tween  the  numbers  in  the  families  of  the  farmers  and  of  the 
cottagers,  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the  latter  being  ^ 
obliged  to  fend  their  children  fooner  into  the  worlds  and  the 
fcrvants  employed  by  the  former.  The  return  to  Dr  Webfter 
in  1755  was  1461  fouls.  The  average  of  baptifms  for  11 
years  preceding  1790*  is  48 ;  of  thefe  the  proportion  of  males 
to  females  is  as  8  of  the  former  to  5  of  the  latter.  The  ac- 
curacy of  the  records,  however,  cannot  altogether  be  depend* 
ed  on ;  and  of  thofe  children  which  are  not  inferted,  the 
probability  is,  that  the  greated  number  are  females.  The 
average  of  marriages  during  the  forementioned  1 1  years,  is 
11^;  and  of  the  deaths,  no  accurate  account  can  be  given. 


Eminent  ^<f«.— The  celebrated  John  Earl  of  Stair,  Field 

Marfhal  of  lus  Majeft/s  forces,  a  nobleman  equally  dtflln* 

Vol.  X.  K  guifhed 
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guiihed  for  enterprize  and  capacity  in  the  fields  and  finr  wk^ 
dotn  in  the  cabinet,  inherited  from  his  mother  the  eftate 
of  Newlifton  in  this  parifh,  where  he  refided  for  20  years 
fubfeqnent  to  his  recall  from  bb  embafly  at  Paris  in  17:^0, 
and  fecms  to  have  beflowed  much  attention  on  his  maternal 
inheritance*  The  pleafure  grounds,  nearly  three  miles  ia  cicu. 
emnference,  are  entirely  after  his  deiigp^  covered  witb  traes 
of  his  planting,  and  adorned  with  artificial  lakes.  Aithoagb 
h»  military  ideas  have  evidently  entered  into  every  part  of 
the  plan,  yet  the  extent  of  the  whole  prevents  any  bad  efieA^ 
and  Newlifton  may  be  conCdered^as  a  moft  delightfttl  place.' ' 
He  died  here  in  1 74.7,^  and*  was  buried  in  Kirklifton  churchy 
without  a  monument  to  point  out  the  fpot  where  balier^. 

RenU — ^The  valued  rent  can  eafily  be  afcertained  frotp  the 
cefs-books ;  and  of  the  real  rent  it  is  impoffible  to  raako  any 
jud  calculation.  There Teems  to  have  been  great  changes  of 
landholders  here  as  in  all  the  pariHies  In  Scotland  AbtiuT 
7  old  manfion-houfes,  belonging  to  as  many  diSereat  pro*. 
prictors,  have,  within  a  century,  been  converted  into  farnv-*, 
houfes,  or  gone  to  ruins,  as  inconvenient  or  unfit  for  that. 
purpofc.     A  property  in  this  pariCh,  confiding  of  161  acres,. 

in* 

•  A  remarkable  monumjent  of  antiquity,  (iiown  by  the  name 
6f  the  Catftatie^  (landing  on  the  farm  of  that  name  in  this  parlA^! 
has  exercifed  the  critical  abiiities^ of  feveral  antiqdarifim^^.  This* 
monnmcnt  is  a  fjnglt  (lone,  about  44^  feet  in  height,  from  the« 
furfacc  of  the  ground,  and  meafuring  1 1  {  feet  in  circumference. 
The  form  is  an  irregular  prifm,  with  the  following  infcription' 
on  the  fouth-caft  lace,  deeply  cut  in  the  ftone,  in-  a  moft  ua» 
couth  manner : 

IN  OC  T 
VMVLO  lACI 
YETTA  D 
VICT  A 

We 
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&  1709,  yielded  a  rent  of  80 1. ;  in  1 7881  the  clear  rental  of 
Ihcfe  lands  was  181 1. ;  and  they  were  fold  for  405  a  L  10  s. 

Sccl^fi^ktd  StaU.-^Tbc  church  of  Kirkliftouri  was  one  of 
tfaofe  bclongkig  to  the  Knights  Hofpttallers  of  St  John  of 
}^tifiJein,  who  had  large  pofitffioos  hi  this  parifh  at  the 
time  of  the  Refbrmattoa . 

Of^nj/lts^^^Vcfr  time  imnvemorlal)  no  putrid  fevcr^  nor  pleu^- 
fliiy,  ttDi*  mflammatSon  of  the  throat,  nor  fearer  of  any  klnd^ 
htTS  been  epldeniical  In  this  parish.  There  have  been,  of 
late,  frt^inent  inftances  of  one  or  other  of  tliefe  difeafe^  ei* 
trcmelj  faul  and  comoaon  in  tlie  neighbouring  t>ari(hes9 
while  the  inhabitants  of  this  have  altogether  efcaped.  This, 
perhaps,  may  be  accounted  for  from  local  ilcuation.  About 
,  60  years  ago,  the  ague  was  a  common  diieafe  }  but  there  is 
now  Icarcely  an  inftance  of  it  in  the  parifli.  At  the  fame 
time,  there  is  no  remarkable  inAances  of  longevity.  There 
are,  perhaps,  5  or  6  above  80,  but  none  who  have  reached 
90.  The  difeafes  of  children  are,  in  general,  extremely 
mild  ;  and  nearly  one  half  of  the  iniiat^nts  pra£tife  inoctt- 
latioo*  The  only  eftimate  of  deaths  in  the  parifh  is  that 
which  is  fiipplied  by  the  accounts  of  money  received  for  the 

life 

\ 

We  are  informed  by  Buchanan  and  other  hinonans,  that  thtre 
was  a  bloody  battle  fought  near  this  place,  on  the  banks'  of  thd  ' 
•Almond,  in  the  year  995,  between  Keonethus,  natural  brothc^t 
and  commander  of  the  forces  of  Malcolm  il.  King  of  Scoit'<rnd', 
and  Conliantioe,  the  ufurper  of  that  crown,  wherein  both  the 
generals  were  killed.  About  two  miies  higher  up  the  river,  on 
the  Bathgate  road,  is  the  circular  mound  of  earth  formerly 
mentioned.  The  whole  intef  mediate  fpace,  from  thc'humaii 
bones  dug  upi  and  graves  of  unpoliihsd  Kones  difcovered  below 
the  furface,  feems  to  have  been  tiie  fcene  of  many  battles. 
This  is  rendered  probable  from  the  importance  of  the  fituation, 
as  the  firft  opening  after  the  Carfe  of  Stirling,  from  the  North 
and  Weft  Highlands,  to  the  richer  places  of  Scotland. 
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Mk  of  the  morti-cloth^  which  conftitntes  part  of  the  funds  for 
the  fupport  of  the  poor.  They  are  not  fufl^ci^otly  accurate 
for  any  purpofe,  but  that  of  ftating  a  proportion  to  eftablifh 
the  faft  with  regard  to  epidemical  difeafes.  In  73  years,  a 
period  which  ought  nearly  to  comprehend  all  the  varieties  of 
feafon,  the  number  of  bi^riab,  where  the  mort^cloth  is  ufed, 
are  from  8  to  14,  with  the  exception  of  20  for  one  year. 

State  of  the  P«?r.— The  funds  of  the  poor  in  this  pari(h 
arife  from  the  collections  at  the  church-door;  from  the 
inort*-cloth ;  from  the  letting  of  feats  in  the  area  of  the 
church ;  from  *the  intereft  of  a  bond  for  200 1. ;  and  from, 
occafional  aiTefTments.  The  following  is  the  amount  of  the 
funds  fpr  10  years. 


Tears^ 

Amounts, 

Jffejftt^nts. 

1782 

L.  50     4     1^ 

^783 

47   17     8 

1784 

32   16     4 

• 

1785 

100      2       Ix 

L.  42  17    4 

1785 

03  14     8 

13     0    0 

1787 

87     7   U 

1788 

62     9     0 

20    0    0 

1789 

49     S     I 

1790 

79     7     3 

36    0    0 

1791 

87     5   It 

40    0    0 

By  fubtraftir 

g  the  afTtflmcnts  from  the  total  of  the  fums  in 

the  years  in  which  they  were  given,  there  remain  the  Aims 

raifcd  by  the  other  funds  above' 

mentioned.     The  average  of 

collcftions  for  thefe   1 0  years  is 

20 1.     The  numbers  on  thf 

poor's  lid  for 

3  years  are  as  follows. 

In  1782 

43            !. 

In  1785 

42 

In  1790 

55 

l^ 

Iftito.  year  i78a^.tbc  iwtoftjrious  poor  ^crc  prpviilc4-% 
byjuwhintary.liibfcriptioni  and  the  money  was  diOributc* 
by  a  committee  of  fubfcnbcrs.  The  fum  raifed  ia  this  man- 
ner max.  up^w4s  of  8q  1.  'f.h«  ciwpinftjqce,  pr^Vfin^cd  aay 
abecstiOA  in  Ihc  funds  /<H  ^K  tift  for  that  jcar.  The, private 
charkks  <(if  vh»l  is  given  regularly  .for  a  cpntinuance  .of  yean 
derervcs  ro:bctwr  nanie),  arc  fo  confiderablc  and  cxjtenfiye 
as  to  render  the  above  ftatemcnt  inadequate  to  the  aftual 
oaadiiBr.  of  poor  in  the  pariih. 
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N  u  M  &  E  &   V. 

PARISH  OF   JCIRKTOUN. 

{Prefbjtery  of  yedburgh.^-^Synod  qf  Merfe  and  Tivhi^ 
dale. — County  of  Roxburgh.  J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Benjamin  Dickison, 


Extent^  Appearance^  (S^c. 

THE  parifli  of  Kirktoun  ezteods  in  length  ibout  8  miles 
from  £.  to  W.  and  in  breadth  betwixt  i  and  2,  from 
N.  to  S.  Though  without  any  diftinguiflied  mountains,  the 
face  of  the  country  prefents  a  continued  range  of  hills,  iepa- 
rated  only  by  fmall  rivulets,  and  gradually  afcending  froni 
£.  to  W.  The  foil,  in  general,  is  dry,  light,  and  fliallow, 
with  a  bottom  of  l^rd  or  (helly  rock|  and  produAive  of  nu« 
tritive  gratsj  even  to  the  fummits  of  the  hills.  Though  evi« 
dently  deftined  by  nature,  and,  in  its  prefent  unflieltered  ftate^ 
fit  for  pafturage  alone,  a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  land 
is  kept  in  tillage,  and  fown  with  oats,  peafe,  and  bear,  though 
without  any  regular  rotation.  The  produce,  at  an  average, 
Js  lefs  than  3  after  i,  and  much  inferior  in  quality  to  that 
which  was  fown.  Potatoes  and  turnips  are  planted  to  a  fmall 
extent,  and  cultivated  with  fuccefs.  The  different  kinds  of 
clover  and  grafs  feeds  have  been  tried  ;  but,  in  general,  from 
want  of  ihelter  and  defence  agaioft  pafturage  at  improper 
feafons,  have  either  not  fprung  at  all,  or  been  deftroyed  by 
the  winter  frofts  and  ftorms.     Attempts  have  been  made, 

and 


tM  iil  dr^  mtkkig,  to  mcSorate  the  grain,  snd  incMda  tike 
qontity»  67  die  oiodorn  phms  of  boibBiichy,  with  lime,  m^\^ 
and  fiitl<y#ii}g,  tk^  effi^A  of  which)  however,  in  this  unprcfn- 
fioQs  Toil  ftfid  elbntfe.  Its  mSj  a  gb^eat^  quantity  of  firw. 
The  rMfon^  tht  hitmen  afcribe  for  (his  nnp^ofitable  tram  o( 
cnltaroi  is  the  neteffity  they  lie  under  of  providing  winter 
food  for  theif  cattle.  Tbefe  indeed,  at)d  flieepf,  are,  and 
OBght  to  be,  the  great  objeft  of  theif  attention,  as  the  prin-* 
cipal,  and,  at  prefent,  atmoft  the  only  fource  of  fubiiftence 
and  wealth. 

Manners  rf  the  InhaUtaniSy  fefi:.— Neithef  the  records  of 
(he  parHh,  the  momiments  of  antiquity,  nor  the  cuftoms  and 
aionds  of  the  inhabitants,  exhibit  any  objeA  particularly 
merititig  the  atretnion  of  the  philofepher,  the  politician,  or 
fbe  mondift,  unleft  thk,  which,  though  not  a  fingular,  is 
mher  aor  uncommon' faft,  that  its  hiftory,  for  ages  paft,  may^ 
wkh  the  ftrifteft  regard  to  truth,  be  comprehended  in  a  few 
words/  ••  Om  generathH  paffHh  mnd  another  cometh.^ 

nkere  is  here  neither  town  nor  Ullage.  Annexed  to  each 
£Mi*ftead  are  a  few  cottages,  reared,  in  general,  of  turf  and 
fione.  The  inhabitants  ai%  poolr  and  indolent,  contented 
aid  frugal.  The  indigent;  to  the  number  of  12  or  13,  are 
(iippdrted  by  a  poor'i  rate,  levied  equally  upon  the  landlords 
aid  tenants,  and  the  cotteflTions  in  church,  amounting  in  att 
fo  about  30  L  fet  anmum,  which  fo  fblly  fupplies  the  needy, 
that  there  is  not  an  itinerant  beggar  in  the  parifli.  From 
the  purity  of  the  air,  and  the  temperance  of  the  inhabitants, 
fewer  difeafes  prevail  here  than  in  any  fpot  of  Scotland  per- 
laps  of  the  fame  extent.  Agues,  rheumatifms,  and  con- 
fmnptions,  are  the  moft  fhrqnent.  Wine  is  only  feen  at  fu-  ' 
nerals,  whiiky  at  weddings  ;  anc^  in  2  or  3  houfes  excepted, 

JUarkeU^ 
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JUdrhit,  i^c.^^The  neareft  market  town  is  Hawick,  HBoiA 
3, miles  dlftanty  where  vivres  are  fold  nearly  at  the  fame  rate 
as  in  Edinburgh.  The  great  road  from  Edinburgh  to  New* 
caftle,  hj  Selkirk  and  Hawick,  pafies  through  the  middle  of 
this  parifh  '$  one  of  the  great  advantages  of  which  to  this 
neighbourhood,  b  the  opening  up  an-eafy  accefs,  over  the 
border  mountains,  to  the  coal-mines  in  the  weft  parts  of 
Northumberland.  Thefe  and  the  peat-mofTes,  with  which 
the  country  abounds^  furnifh  abundant^  though  expenfive 
fuel.  There  are  veftiges  of  Tome  wood  i  but,  at  prefent^  not 
a  tree,  and  fcarcely  a  bu(h  is  to  be  feen  in  the  parith. 


Pcfutaiwn.'^liumbdt    of 


fouls  in  1755 
Ditto  in  I'jpz 
Males        «         r 
Females 
Uhder  lo 
Between  10  and  20 
Between  20  and  50 
Between  50  and  70 
Between  76  and  8q       * 
Between  80  and  90 
Families 
I/tdmcd  perfons 
Children,  at  an  average 

for  each  marriage      -      4 
Average  of  births  for  6 

years  paii        -- 


330 

342 

172 

170 

63 

71 

159 

38 

8 

3 
66 

78 


Bachelors  above  the  age 

ofjo        i  .  ^ 

Unmarried  woman  above 

the  age  of  45  .1.  j 

Widowers        -         a         5 
Widows  .         -         8 

Members  of  the  eftablifih. 

ed  Church  .  202 

Seceders 
Proprietors  refidont 

■  non-rcfident 

Farmers  under  50 1.  per 

annum 
Farmers  above   50 1.  per 

annum 


50 

Q 

4 


Smith 
Si  Carpenters 
Average  ofdeaths  for  ditto    3^^  Weavers 
""     ■■ "    of  marriages  for  Taylor 

ditto         -  -  4    Miller 

Wages  of  a  man  ferVant  per  annum 


14 

X 

6 

X 

I 

L.  7    o    o 
Wages 


Wages  of  a  maid  fervant  f>er  annunt^  ^without 
viftuals        -  -     *   -  -  .     -        L.  3  10^    Q 

trjlor  per  diem  -  -  008 

■■  day-labourer  per  diem^     without 

victuals         -  .-  --  010 

;  mafon  per  dUm^  without  viftuals  old 

■  carpenter  per  diemj  without  vid^uals  013 


School  and  Ectlefiaflical  Stafe. — ^Thc  fchoolmafter  of  the  pa* 
rifli  h;^  a  dwelling  aud  fchool-houfc  His  income,  inclur 
ding  falarjy  perquiiitcs^  and  fchooUwageSi  does  not  exceed 
12 1*  per  annum.  The  roinifter's  ftipend  was  lately  augment- 
ed from  55  L  to  about  80  L  ;  but  there  is  now  depending  ^ 
procefs  of  reduction  before  the  Court  of  Teinds.  The  Crowa 
is  gatron,  and  titular  pf  the  tdnds.  Ihe  glebe  contains  about 
5  acres.  The  manfe  was  built  about  30  years  agOj  and  lately 
repaired.  The  church  is  an  old,  incommodiousi  pitiful  cdi. 
fic/e,  not  fufficient  to  contain  a  third  of  the  inbabitants,  fmall 
as  their  number  is. 

Rent  and  S/o^.*- Valued  rent  in  Scotch  money  L.  4526 
Real  rent,  in  Sterling  money,  fomewhat  more  than  L*  1000 

Number  of  Value  of  each  at  am  average.         Total  value^ 

Horfes      .80  •  lal.  -        •       L.  960 

Black  cfittle  400  r  5 1.  -        -        L«  2000 

Sheep    -   4000  -  12  8.         -         «       L.  2409 

Stones  of  wool  annually  produced  ...  ^op 
■  Average  price,  1792,  17  s. /^rftone  L.  425 

From  the  above  ftatement,  it  is  evident,  that,  according  to 
tlie  prefent  rate  of  markets,  the  farmers  may  pay  their  rents 
from  their  folds  and  ftalls,  and  have  a  little  reverfion,  allow- 
ing  the  other  produAiops  of  their  lands  for  fupporting  their 

Vol.  X.  L  families. 
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faniiliesy  and  paying  their  (enrants  wagcS|  wUch  they  may 
with  HoAQt  oecoDomy  accomplifh. 

Mijctllamous  0^rMii«9ff/.«*Th<Nigh  both  foil  and  cliinate, 
in  their  prefent  ll^tei  are  unpropitioiis  to  improvements^ 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  modem  plans  of  huibaadry  might 
be  carried  on  with  Aiccefs.  To  do  this,  the  moft  likely  me* 
thod  would  be  to  plant  wood»  in  fuch  proportions  and  dircc* 
tions  as  might  moft  effcAually  break  the  Tiolepce  of  ftorma^ 
dnd  thereby  prevent  the  roots  of  the  young  plants  from  bein^ 
torn  up  or  broken,  and  the  ripened  gnun  from  being  fhak^n 
out.  For  poor  grain,  and  unproduAive  crops,  are  more  ow« 
ing  to  the  autumnal  winds,  than  either  to  poverty  of  foil,  or 
feverity  of  climate.  This  would  neceflarily  lead  to  the  ma* 
king  of  inclofures,  the  advantages  of  which  are  well  knomi 
to  every  farmer  in  the  more  cultivated  parts  of  the  country^ 
Sefides  the  improvement  and  increafe  of  grain,  and  the  me- 
lioration of  fummer  ^afture,  by  the  young  grafs  and  clover 
being  faved  and  fheltered  in  winteis -abundance  of  better  food 
might  be  raifed  for  the  winter  fobfiftence  of  fheep  and  cattle, 
and  a  fnperior  breed  of  both  might  be  thus  introduced,  to 
the  great  emolument  both  of  landlord  and  tenant. 

It  is  furprifing,  that  the  proprietors  here  praQifi  fb  little 
the  elegant  and  permanent  improvement  of  wood  and  inclo* 
fure,  efpecially  as  they  feem,  in  other  refpedb,  well  difpofed 
to  encourage  their  tenants  in  meliorating  the  grounds,  and 
increaCng  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  produftions,  by  pur- 
chafiog  manure,  and  making  of  roads* 
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N  U  M  B  E  R    VI. 
t^ARlSH    OF   TRANENT. 

fCamty  and  Prejiytery  rf  Haddington.^^-^ynod  cf  Lo^ 
tbian  and  TweeddaU.J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Hugh  CunynghiMb. 


Name,  Extent,  fsfc. 

TRANENT  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  a  corruption  of 
Trinity ;  and  the  form  of  the  church  is  alledged  as  a 
proof  of  the  derivation  *. 

This  parifh  is  bounded  by  the  frith  of  Forth  on  the  N. ; 
IS  about  6  miles  in  leogth»  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W. ;  and  its 
greateft  breadth  is  3  miles.  The  great  eaft  road  runs  through 
the  town,  and  divides  the  parilh  into  nearly  two  equal  parts* 
The  land  towards  the  fea  is  inferior  in  quality  to  none  in 
Scotland^  renting  generally  from  40  s.  to  50  s.  fer  acre,  tbo' 


*  In  the  charters  of  St  David  to  the  Abbey  of  Holyrood^ 
houfcy  it  appears  the  name  of  this  parifh  was  formerly  Traver* 
nent ;  for  mention  is  made  of  one  Thoraldus  de  Travement, 
i.  e.  Tranent.  Admitting  thii,  the  idea  of  Trinity  Is  deftroy* 
ca;  and  reference  feems  rather,  according  to  the  Latin,  to  be 
had  to  failing,  which  corrcfponds  with  a  tradition  ftill  extant  in 
the  opppfite  coaft  of  Fife,  that  a  party  of  Dines  once  landed  on 
their  {hore»  but  were  fuddenly  obliged  to  feek  refuge  m  their 
boats,  and  put  to  fea.  The  cry  of  the  exulting  natives  was 
Tranent,  or  Travement,  Let  them /ai/ over,  or  ri^t  acrofs.  Ac- 
cordingly, they  landed  in  this  pariihy  from  which  circumftaace 
it  had  the  name» 
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a  few  fetch  more.  The  land  to  the  S*  of  the  poft  road 9 
though  the  greateft  part  of  it  be  of  a  good  qoality,  lets  at  a 
rate  confiderably  lower.  The  whole  of  the  pari(h  is  arable. 
I'here  are,  however,  upwards  of  100  acres  of  common,  and  a 
confiderable  portion  of  link  ground,  ftill  in  a  ftate  of  nature. 
Improved  muir  lets  at.15  s.  and  20s.  per  acre  ;  inclofed  an^ 
cultured  links  at  36  s.  and  40  s.  The  high  rent  of  thefe 
lands  is  owing  to  the  peculiar  advantages  of  their  fituation* 
The  face  of  the  country  is  reiparkably  pleafant,  rifing  by  a 
gentle  afcent  from  the  fea  to  the  fouthermoft  extremity  of 
the  parifh«  The  town  of  Tranent  commands  an  extenfive 
view  of  the  adjacent  countryi  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  the 
oppofitc  (bore  *. 

Property  and  jfgnculture.'^Thc  parifh  is  divided  amongft 
9  greater,  and  nearly  double  that  number  of  fmaller,  proprie* 
tors.  Three  of  the  firft  either  ftatedly  or  occafionally  rcfide, 
and  moft  of  the  latter.  The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  ex- 
ceeds 10,900  1.  Scotch ;  and  the  real  rent,  indufive  of  houfcs 
and  gardens,  6coo  L  Sterling  f .  There  are  in  the  parifh  3 
farmers  who  rent  above  300 1. — 5  above  200 1.— -4  above 
100  I. — 8  above  50 1. — and  17  above  20, — bcfides  a  great 
number  pofiefling  from  40  to  5  acres,  or  under. 

'    Agriculture 


*  The  climate  is  exceedingly  good,  and  the  air  healthy  and 
dry.  The  town  of  Tranent  has  long  been  reputed  particularly 
healthy.  Intermittent  fevers,  in  particular,  are  feldom  ktiown. 
Inoculation  being  little  pradlifed,  the  fmall-pox  is  frequAt. 
The  year  1 792  is,  however,  an  exception  to  the  general  healthh* 
nefs  of  the  place.  An  epidemical  ftvtTf  of  a  putrid  nature^ 
prevailed  upwards  of  10  months,  and  carried  off  a  great  num^ 
ber  in  the  prime  of  life. 

f  Houfes  and  gardens  were  rated  a  few  years  ago  at  415  L 
8  s.  9  d.  Deducing  this  from  the  6000 1,  the  remainder,  5575  L 
will  be  nearly  the  rent  of  the  land. 


'  Agriculture  !n  thi^  patifli  is^  hi  general,  in  the  fame 

flcFurifhing  Hate  that  cbaraAerifts  Baft  Lothian  at  large. 
The  great  proportion  of  acres  poflcflcd  by  people  who  take 

I  laud  from  ncccfflty  and  convenience,  makes  the  proper  ma- 

nagement of  it  but  a  fecondary  objeft. 

To  gite  an  idea  of  the  quantity  of  each  fpeciet  of  crop  at  an 
average,  a  ftatement  of  the<lifierent  fbwings  for  1791^  and 
the  fuppofed  produce*  is  annexed. 


Acres* 

Produce 
per  acre. 

Value. 

Total  Value. 
L.      ». 

Wheat      -      650 

-     7  bolls     - 

at  21  s. 

• 

4777  »c> 

Barley    -         430 

-      6  ditto     - 

at  1 8s. 

• 

2322    0 

Oats         -        74  i 

6  ditto     - 

at  13  s. 

- 

2889  18 

Feafeft beans  312 

-     7  ditto     - 

at  12  s. 

. 

1318    0 

l^otatoes          35 

.      L.  8 

- 

- 

280      Ov 

Grafs  feed      394 

-    200  ftones 

at  4d. 

• 

1313     6 

Failure     -       423 

Fallow       -      346 

Total 

L. 

l2|9CiO    14 

Total  acres    333 1  cxclufive  of  roads,  plautingi  and  common. 

No  value  is  put  upon  423  acres  of  pafture.  The  quantity  of 
turnips  raifed  here  is  trifling  j  and  no  lint  is  fown  but  for 
private  ufe.  If  for  thefe  articles,  a  fum,  not  exceeding  400 1. 
is  added  to  the  preceding  table,  the  total  amount,  13,3001. 
will  be  nearly  the  annual  produce  of  the  parifli.  The  late 
invention  of  threfhing-milb  feems  to  have'met  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  farmers,  there  being  already  4  of  them  in 
the  parifh. 

Commerce^  Fijheries^  ManufaSures^  to*r.— .The  fca  coaft, 
which  is  perfedUy  flat  and  fandy,  excepting  the  rocky  ground 
where  the  villages  of  Cockenzie  and  Port  Seton  are  founded, 

forms 
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forms  the  boondarjr  of  tbe  ptriih  fiv  nearij  2  mikf.  There 
is  one  fmall  harbour  at  Port  Setoo,  wfaich^  previous  t6  the 
Umon>  was  a  place  td  coofiderable  refort,  beiog  the  neaTefl 
iport  to  PreftoDpaosy  whofe  merchants  had  upwards  of  20 
veilels  belonging  to  them.  At  preienti  the  (hipping  is  con* 
fined  to  a  few  eaft  country  and  cdafting  veflels.  The  imports 
tite  timber  and  iron,  and  fometimes  com  and  malty  fof  the 
accommodation  of  neighbouring  diftilleries.  The  chief^  if 
not  the  onlj  ezport^  is  fait.  The  ihor&^iues  feldom  exceed 
30 1. 

A  manula£hite  of  great  fait,  of  a  very  particular  fine  quali* 
ijf  was  eftablifhed  here  a  few  jears  ago  by  Dr  Schwediaor  $ 
but,  ftom  various  circumftances,  the  fchenie  totally  failed. 
In  Cockensie,  which  conned  with  this  Village,  the  mana- 
faftore  of  common  fait  is  carried  on  to  great  advantage  and 
extent,  10  or  11  pans  being  conftantly  at  work.  The  inters 
nal  refource  of  coal  which  the  proprietor  enjoys,  gives  a  de^ 
dded  fuperiority  over  every  other  perfon,  who  mufl  either 
import  his  coals,  or  purchafe  them  firom  the  neareft  coaU 
mailer. 

Off  the  coaft,  there  is  a  confiderable  oyfter*fcalp )  but,  of 
late  years,  the  oyfters  have  become  very  fcarce.  This  mufb 
be  attributed  to  over-dragging  feveral  years  ago,  to  fupply 
Englilh  vefiels  from  Milton,  Lee,  and  other  places.  Before 
this,  a  boat  would  fometimes  drag  9000  a  day,  which,  at  5  d. 
6d.  and  7  d.  a  hundred,  afforded  a  handfome  income  to  the 
crew.  The  common  average  lay  betwixt  4000  and  7000. 
At  prefent,  700  or  800  are  reckoned  a  good  day's  work, 
which,  though  now  fold  indifcriminately  at  1 5  d.^r  hun- 
dred, afford  but  a  fcanty  livelihood  when  divided  amongft 
5  men,  including  a  double  deal  to  the  owner  of  the  boat. 
There  are  at  prefent  10  boats,  belonging  to  Cockenzie  and 
Port  Seton,  engaged  in  this  fifliing.    Upwards  of  20,000 

oyfters 


cyfieri  go  vegidarly  each  feafon  to  tlie  Glaigow  market  \ 
Vewor  no  white  fiih  have  been  taken  off  the  coaft  for  feve-^ 
ral  yearf.  Haddocks,  in  pafticpdar^  have  become  a  great 
nritj.  Whitings  and  ^oandeff,  at  prefent,  fell  on  the  Ihore 
at  2  a.  6d./€r  finiU,  (containing  about  6  or  7  dozen),  which, 
a  few^cars  ago^  would  not  have  brought  above  one  third!  of 
that  price. 

Hie  aioft  cqn^derable  diftillery  i^ow  in  Scotland,  belong? 
ing  to  Aitchifon,  Brown,  and  Co.  is  carried  on  at  St  Cle* 
ments  Wells,  in  this  parifh.  From  this  work  alone.  Go- 
vernment receives  about  4000 1.  of  revenue  yearly.  There  was 
originally  a  fmall  ftill  ufed  here  j  -but,  by  the  fpirited  ezcrw 
tiODS  of  the  prelfent  Company,  it  has  attained  to  its  prefent 
flourifliing  ftate.  Coal  is  conveniently  fituated  in  a  park  ad- 
joining to  the  work.  The  Team  is  about  2  feet  thick,  at  the 
depth  only  of  15  ItthooK,  and  the  coal  coft  the  work  at  the 
rate  of  5  8«  fit  ton.  900  O^ttle,  and  300  fwine,  are  annually 
fed  at  the  work.  In  thefe  difierent  branches,  the  feeding  of 
cattle,  diftilUng,  and  working  of  coal^  about  120  hands  are 
employed. 

At  Cockenzie  is  aii  annual  fair,  held  the  firft  Thurfday  of 
November,  which,  like  moft  of  the  country  £urs,  owing  to 
the  extenfion  of  commerce,  is  much  on  the  decline.  For- 
merly, cattle  were  brought  to  this  market ;  now,  undrefied 
lint  of  home  growth  is  the  chief  article  of  traffic,  and  feldom 
exceeds  the  price  of  2%.  per  (tone.  In  Tranent  is  a  good 
butcher  market  twice  a  wedc,  from  which  Preftonpans,  Qr- 
miftony  and  the  adjacent  country,  are  principally  iupplied. 
in  1791,  about  250  ozeoj|  70  calves,  and  1350  iheep  and 

lambs^ 

o  The 'demand  from  Glafgow  has  not  been  fo  great  this 
year ;  but  fome  of  the  boats  have  found  a  ready  market,  an4 
good  price,  at  Newcaftle,  to  which  they  have  performed  feve* 
xal  trips  during  the  barveft  monthst 


^  Statiftifql'Jccount 

lambss  were  killed  bf  the  difierent  butchers*  There  ii  here 
alfo  a  copfidcrable  tannery,  and  a  fmall  manufa£lure' of  locks 
vffkd  nails.  A  good  many  looms  are  employed  in  the  pari  thy 
but  chiefly  for  private  ufe,  though  a  few  do  what  is  called 
factory  work.    One  only  weaves  muilin. 

Collieries. — Befides  the  fmall  feam  of  coal  already  mention* 
ed)  wrought  for  the  fupply  of  the  diftillery,  there  are  other 
3  collieries  in  the  parifhj  TraQent,  Elphingiloui  and  Birfley, 
The  beft  feam  is  that  of  Elphingfton,  ^\^8  °o  l^'^  than  p 
feet  thick|  at  the  depth  of  32  and  25  fathoms,  according  to 
the  afcent  and  defcent  of  the  furface.  Below  this  is  a  feam 
about  5  feet  thick ;  and  there  are  different  fmall  firata  above^ 
at  prefent  not  worth  the  working. 

Tons.    Cwi» 
Produce  of  this  colliery  in  1790        ^        6053     1.5 
in  1791         -         8348     10 
It  is  reckoned,  that  at  thefe  different  collieries,  including 
bearers,  overfeers,  gin-men,  and  bank-men,  about  150  hands 
are  employed ;  and,  if  the  great  number  of  cinder-burners 
are  taken  into  the  account,  it  is  evident  that  a  confiderable 
proportion  of  the  parifliioners  either  belong  to,  or  are  con- 
ne£Ved  with,  the  collieries.     The  influence  they  have   in 
forming  the  manners  of  the  lower  claffes,  is  of  courfe  confi- 
derable i  and,  according  to  their  frugal  Or  extravagant  way  of 
life^  the  poor's  funds  are  more  or  lefs  burdened. 

Ecclefiajlical  State. — The  church  is  a  very  ancient,  incom- 
modious, and  unhealthy  fabric.  No  account  of  its  antiquity 
js  any  where  to  be  found ;  but  mod  people  fkilled  in  archi- 
teflure  have  little  hefitation  in  pronouncing  it  500  or  600 
years  old*  The  outward  form  reiopbles  3  oblong  buildings^ 
placed  fideways,  the  middle  being  confiderably  linger  at  eacb 

end 


-of  Tranett.  f  ^ 

'Cd3  than  the  other  two.  The  commanication  within  is  by 
arches  of  different  forms  and  fizes.  A  fquare  tower  rifcs 
from  the  centre  of  the  whole^  fupported  by  the  fide  walls  of 
the  middle  building,  and  bf  two  crofs  arches.  The  roof  is 
vaulted,  and  covered  with  ftone.  The  windows  are  few,  and 
ill  conftruAed  j  and,  in  a  dark  and  gloomy  day,  ferve  only  to 
make  ««  darkncfs  vifiblc."  Eith^  the  church  has  originally 
been  funk  below  the  furface  of  the  ground,  or  the  furround- 
iog  burying-ground  has  been  much  heightened  by  the  inv- 
menfe  number  of  bodies  interred  in  it ;  for  the  accefs  to  the 
pulpit  is  by  a  defcent  of  4  fteps  from  the  church-yard* 

The  manfe  is  large,  and  well  executed,  and  was  built  in 
1.781.  The  ftipcnd  confifts  of  27  bolls  of  wheats  26  bolls  of 
barley,  43  bolls  of  oats,  500 1.  Scotch,  including  60 1,  for 
communion  elements,  befides  a  jglebe  of  nearly. 6  acres,  and 
ibmewhat  more  than  an  acre  of  muir,  the  minifter's  propor- 
tion of  the  divifion  of  a  commonty.  The  King  is  patron,  in 
confequence  of  the  attainder  of  the  Earl  of  Wintoun,  The 
prefent  incumbents  are,  the  Reverend  Mr  Charles  Cuningr 
ham,  fettled  in  1740,  and  the  Reverend  Hugh  Cpnynghamc^ 
ordained  affiftant  and  fucceflbr  in  1784.  Befides  the  two 
eftablifhed  clergymen,  there  is  a  minifler  of  the  Burgher 
perfuafion  *• 

Popu/atlon 

*  Schools. — ^The  falary  of  the  4>ari{h  fchoolmafter  is  only  ^l. 
and  feme  odd  (hillings ;  but  what  with  the  dues  an(ing  from 
the  feflion  and  heritors  clerkfliips,  from  the  offices  of  precentor, 
colle^Qr  of  road-money  and  poor's  rates,  and  the  protits  of  the 
{bhool.  the  amount  is  confiderable.  The  prefent  mader  is  bur. 
dened  with  an  annuity  of  20  J.  to  his  predtceifor,  who  resigned. 
The  heritors,  fenfible  of  the  inconvenience  and  hardihip  of  the 
^gain  to  a  young  man  of  merit,  with  a  rifing  family,  gene- 
ronfly  and  voluntarily  added  5 1.  per  annum  to  the  fnlary,  built 
a  oew  fchooU  and  fitted  op  the  mailer's  houfe  in  a  manner  com* 
^[lodious  for  the  reception  of  boarders.    The  numbers  educated 

Vol.  X.  M  f. 


^o  Stali/iical  Accent 

Population  Table. 

Number  of  fouls  in  the  Children  under  8      -        197 

whole  pari (h  in  1755  ^459  Widowers         •         -         31 

in  1783  2496  Widows          -          -           58 

Males  above  8         «         947  Families  of  i  pcrfon  each     54 

Females  ditto         -         1102     of  above  i  each    271 

Children  under  8       -      447  Number  of  fouls  in  the 

Widowers         ^         -         48  wholeparifhin  1791  2732* 

Widows        -        -          127  Under  8  years  of  age, 

Families  of  I  perfun  each  iii  about        «        •          50a 

■  '  '         of  above  i  each  562  Under  12        -         -       610 

Of  thefc  in  the  village  of  In  Tranent           -           1 38Q 

Tranent           -           11 30  Cockenzie  and  Port  Se- 

Males  above  8         -         416  ton         -             -          430 

Females  ditto         -          517  Scion        -           -             8<J 

Relief 

at  the  pariih  fchool  may  be  from  60  to  8o.  School  wages  are 
p^id  weekly,  which  is  a  bar  to  the  regular  attendance  of  the; 
children ;  for  many  parents,  having  occarion  for  their  children 
at  home  in  the  beginning  of  a  week»  through  a  miilaken  and 
ill-dire^ed  parfimony,  keep  them  from  fchool  all  the  red  of  it. 

There  are  at  prcfent  7  other  fchools  in  the  pari(h,  4  of  which 
are  taught  by  men,  the  remaining  three  by  women.  None  of 
them  have  any  falary  except  one,  voluntarily  paid  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  ground  and  the  refiding  partner  at  St  Clements 
Wells.  About  70  fcholars  attend  it  in  fummer.  At  the  diffe- 
rent fchools  in  the  parifn,  in  fummer  1791,  about  220  fcholars 
Vere  taught.  Thcic  are  befides,  two  Sabbath  evening  cateche- 
tical exercifes  ;  one  fupported  by  an  annual  colledlion  at  the 
church-doors,  the  other  upon  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  the  Society 
in  Scotland  for  promoting  religious  knowledge  amongft  the 
poor. 

•  The  increafe  of  population  betwixt  1783  and  1791  was 
owing  to  the  fale  of  the  ellates  of  the  York  Buildings  Company 
in  this  parifb,  the  purchafers  thereof  feuing  fmatl  fpots  for 
hnufes  and  gardens ;  to  the  enlargement  of  a  diftillery  ;  and  to 
a  new  colliery. 


tfTratiem* 


9r 


fteiieFaiid  Meadow  Mill 

i«5 

Brewers           * 

4 

Bphingftoae 

206 

Butchers 

7 

Weftcr  Falfidc 

145 

Smiths        -             ^ 

'3 

St  Clients  Wells      - 

74 

Wheelwright 

I 

Reft  of  the  parifh 

296 

Barbers 

2 

Clergymen 

3 

Stocking-weavers 

3 

Sargeons 

2 

Slaters 

2 

Shopkeepers          * 

12 

Sadler        * 

I 

Wrights        . 

25 

Saltmakers 

22 

MafoQi             •         • 

15 

FiOiermea 

S^ 

Weavers 

40 

Licenfed  alehoufes 

30 

Shoemakers           « 

62 

Burgher  Seceders      • 

no 

Taylors 

12 

Antiburgher  ditto 

8 

Coopers            - 

2 

Relief  ditto         <. 

z 

Tanners 

4 

Epifcopaliaos 

10* 

Bakers         i- 

12 

♦  A  xtky  accurate  tcgifter  Was  kept  of  the  births  and  buri- 
sJs  of  the  parilhioners  until  the  year  1784,  when  the  tax  upoa 
recording  them  was  impofed»  which  many  perfons  refused  to 
pay,  and  therefore  omitted  making  any  entry.  The  record, 
coD(cquently»  became  imperfedl  in  thisi  as  well  as  in  many  other 
paridies  in  Scotland. 

The  regtAer  before  mentioned  contains  all  the  deaths  of  pa* 
nfliionersy  though  buried  in  a  different  parifli,  ail  included  ia 
the  following  tables  4  it  likewife  contains  the  deaths  of  a  conli. 
dcrable  number  dying  in  adjacent  parifhes,  and  buried  in  Tra- 
Bcnty  and  children  at  norfe  fent  from  other  places;  but  thefe 
are  not  included  in  the  tables. 


TABLE 


^  Sial^tkttlAcmnt 

P«^«~B8twixt  30  and  4a  penftenm-  sore  geaendiyT  {ap% 
ported,  (at  prefent  the  nunaber  is  under  30)9  befidcseecft^ 
fional  poor  •.    The  poor's  funds  arife 
Erom  coUeftiom  at  the  chiirch*doors        -         -    .     lu  ga 
Mort-doths  and  hearfc        --  -  -  -  15 

Seat-rents  in  the  church        •  .  •  .  ^ 

An  annuity  from  Dr  Schawls  HoTpital,  granted  in  eon- 

fidcration  of  the  minifter's  accepfting  of  the  truft  fpe- 

cified  in  his  will*  .....  2 

Annualrent  of  lool.   bequeathed  by  the  late  Lord; 

Bankton,  at  4  per  centm         -  ...  4 

An  yearly  aflefiment  of  52 1,  whereof  the- tenants  pay* 

the  one  half,  but  of  which  fekiom  more  than  46 1. 

is  made  effectual  .;  .  .  .  ^^. 


Total 


£.  100 

Fines 


TABLE  L  fhowing  the  number  of  Deaths,  tnd  at  what  ages, 
in  the  parifhof  Tranent,  from  1755  to  17B41  aperiod  of  30 
years,  diltinguifliing  males  and  females. 


MaUf.    F^m. 


Males.     Fetfti 


Under  i 

Biecwixt  I  &    a 

a&    S 

3&    4 

4&    5 

5  &  la 

10  ^  20 

ao  &  25 

25  &  $0 

3D&40 

40  &  50 

50  &  60 

66  &  65 


lOI- 

85 

53 

44 
20 

4i 

3« 
28 

17 
37 
3» 

60 

39 


no 
7> 
Z5 
23 

18 
26 

a9 
16 

19 

37 
39 
79 
62 


Carried  over    587      564 


Brought  over 
Betwixt  6$,ic  70 
70&7S 
75  &80 
80  &  85 
85  &  90 
9» 


Aged 


94 

95 
96 

98 
99 

I02 


87 

564 

4» 

57 

49 

6t 

45 

57 

50 

5iS 

17 

2^ 

I 

4 

I 

I 

I 

0 

0 

a- 

I 
o 
o 


Total    794      826 
Birtfa» 
^I^  1782  and  J7831  the  ZMzmber  was  above  6a* 


fees  for  ifnegnlwr  amniwfjUt  tvitMum  for  pcteCt  lMpiifhi% 
■laniages,  ftc*  go  for  pt Wate  iiAi|  for  vhtch  »o  fiiiUb  ire 

appropriated  9 


Births  in  the  fame  period  erf' 30  years 
Dcdua  deaths        «        • 

BifitreDce,  moflij  emigrated 


Mafer. 

1094 

794 

300 


toss 
8a^ 


TABLE  II/£botl7ing  the  probability  of  the  duration  of  life,  at 
all  agesy  among  males  and  females,  in  the  parifh  of  Tranent» 
uken  from  the  foregoing  abftraA  of  deaUis  for  a  period  of 
3a  jearsy  the  deaths  taken  as  a  radix. 


^ge>  Males.  Deathi.  Fern.  Deaths.'  A^.  Males.  Deaths.  Fern.       Deaths* 


^ 


0794 
1653 

SS55 

4511 

5  49< 
6477 
7^67 
«459 
5  453 
10450 

"Hr 
"444 
1-3  ♦4« 
14438 
15  435 
»^43» 
17^29 


4.26 


*9  423 

20419 

21  4>4 

2>2  408 

23402 
241396^ 


ioin826 

85I7I6 


53 
44 
20 

14 

20 
8 
6 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


^45 

610 
587 
569 

557 

isi 
547 
$45 

S4S 
H54» 
538 
535 
53> 


sag. 
526 

5*3 
Sao 

4  5>7 

5  5»4 

6  511 

6508 
6505 

5l!59» 


no 
7' 
35 
*S 
ih 

13 

6 

4 
3 
2 
3 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
J 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 


*5 

36 

»7 

28 

39 
30 
»< 
3a 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
4i 
4» 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
149 


39" 

4 

498 

4 

J87 

4 

494 

4 

3»3 

3 

490 

4 

3«o 

3 

486 

4 

377 

3 

483 

3 

374 

3 

479 

5 

37' 

4 

476 

3 

3*7 

4  473 

3 

3«S 

4  470 

3 

359 

4I467 

4 

355 

4 

463 

4 

35  » 

4 

459 

4 

347 

4 

455 

4 

34J 

3 

45' 

4 

340 

3 

447 

4 

337 

3 

443 

4 

334 

3 

439 

4 

331 

3 

435 

4 

3*8 

3 

43 » 

4 

3»5 

3|4»7 

4 

3»» 

3 

4*3 

4 

St9 

3 

419 

4 

316 

3 

4«5 

4 

3»3 

3 

411 

4 

310 

4 

407 

4 

Ago. 


ill 


Sta0kd  Ateotrnt 


uppropriated ;  fiich  b$  paying  an  affiftaat  to  the  pacHh  iciiool^ 

maftcr,  traofporting  cripples^  &c. 

Expenditure 


Age.   Males.  Deaths.  Fern. 

Deaths.  Age.  Males.  Deaths.  Fern. 

Deaths. 

5° 

306 

.  5 

403 

5 

74 

126 

10 

.56 

12 

5» 

301 

5 

398 

6 

75 

116 

9 

144 

l4  . 

5» 

290 

5 

39* 

7 

76 

107 

9 

•  3* 

12 

53 

J91 

6 

38J 

8 

77 

98 

9 

120 

It 

54 

28s 

6 

1377 

8 

78 

89 

9 

108 

a 

55 

279 

6 

369 

8 

79 

80  " 

10 

96 

12 

56 

»73 

^  6 

36. 

9 

80 

7» 

ti 

84 

12° 

57 

267 

7 

35* 

9 

81 

59 

II 

7» 

1 1 

58 

a6o 

7 

343 

9 

82 

48 

10 

6c 

»i 

^^ 

»53 

7 

J34 

.  10 

!^ 

38 

9 

50 

10 

60 

246 

7 

3H 

!+ 

29 

8 

40 

9 

61 

239 

8 

3'3 

85 

21 

3« 

8 

62 

»3« 

8 

301 

86 

14 

»3 

5 

63 

"3 

8 

288 

87 

10 

18 

3 

64 

»'S 

8 

27J 

»3 

88 

7 

»S 

3 

«3 

207 

8 

262 

89 

5 

la 

66 

199 

8 

250 

9a 

4 

10 

67 

191 

8 

«38 

9« 

3 

8 

68 

•83 

9 

227 

9* 

2 

6 

69 

'74 

9 

216 

93 

I 

4 

70 

•  6j 

9 

205 

94 

3 

7» 

156 

10 

>93 

»3 

95 

2 

7» 

'4« 

10 

180 

96 

1 

73 

136 

t© 

168 

Of  the  males  Rated  as  having  died  at  93,  three,  and  of  tht 
females  at  96,  three  alfo,  were  alive ;  bat  thefe  are  of  no  coofe* 
quence  in  forming  a  table.  In  every  other  refpedl,  it  is  made 
to  correfpond  with  the  deaths  mentioned  in  Tsd>le  i  * 

From  the  foregoing  Tables,  it  appears  probable  that  the  emi- 
gration of  males  is  chiefly  between  the  ages  of  25  and  37*  and 
of  females  between  the  ages  of  18  and  284  Until  the  emigra* 
tion  is  completed,  the  probabilities  of  the  duration  of  life  arc 
by  the  Tables  always  too  low,  and,  before  it  commences,  very 
confiderably  fo. 

The  fmall-poxy  in  the  natural  way^  very  frequently  makes 
great  ravages  among  the  younger  chiidreUf  efpecially  when  at- 
tended with  the  hooping  cough. 

Although  Table  z.  is  corrc^  on}y  from  the  year  at  which 

the 


^CqKndimre  to  the  parifh  poor  for  the  hft  \%  TtMt^  in«* 

chiding  occaiional  charities. 

JW)m  November  1780  to  November  178 1  L.  81    12     o 

From  4itto  1781  to  ditto  1782        -        -  9?  M     o 

From  ditto  1782  to  ditto  1783         -  -  144     o     o 

From  ditto  1783  to  ditto  T784  -         -  .       121     7     o 

From  ditto  1784  to  ditto  1785         -        -  120  13     o> 

From 


the  emigration  is  completed,  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  be' 
aboot  38  or  40,  as  to  males,  and  about  28  or  30,  as  to  females* 
yet  fufficient  data  are  given  for  making  it  cor  red,  fird,  by  add* 
ing  the  number  of  emigrants  to  the  radices  for  each  year,  till 
the  emigration  commences,  ^nd  afterwards  deducing,  along 
with  the  deaths,  the  proportion  of  emigrations  thought  neareftthe 
truth ;  when  all  are  fubtraded,  the  numbers  living  and  dying 
will  coincide  with  the  Table.  The  number  of  perfons  living, 
of  all  ages,  by  the  correded  Table,  (after  deducing  the  half  of 
the  births),  divided  by  30,  (the  number  of  years),  will  then 
be  equal  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  :  thus, 

Number  of  males  at  all  ages  who  die  in  the  parifh  27084 
Dedudl  J  of  biiths         -  .         ..  ,  j^y 

■  26537 
To  which  add  31  times  the  number  of  male  emigrants, 
being  a  medium  between  25  and  37,  the  fuppofed 
years  of  emigration         •  •  »  -  9300 

Divide  by  30)  35837 

Male  inhabitants        ^194 

Number  of  females  at  all  ages  who  die  in  the  parifh  33687 
Dedua  4.  ot  births  -         -  -  -  527 

• 33>6o 

Add  23  times  the  number  of  female  emigrants,  being  a 
medium  between  j8  and  28,  the  fuppofed  years  of 
cmigratioa        -  -•  -.-  5267 

Divide  by  30)  38427 

Female  inhabitants        1 1 8d 
Total  male  and  female  inhabitants        2474 
Wanting  only  2  a  of  the  real  nymber. 


From  November  1785  to  November  1786  L«  10^    9  tm 

From  ditto  1786  to  ditto  1787  -  -  110M3  9 

From  ditto  1.787  to  ditto  1788  «  *  lotf     i  o 

Froo;i  ditto  1788  to  ditto  1789  r  -         t02    o  9 

From  ditto  1789  to  ditto  1799            -  •      89  10  o 

From  dit^o  1790  to  ditto  1791  -  r  8;  t6  o 

From  dixtp  1 791  to  ditto  1792  •        -        8ft    o  o^ 

Theeffe^  of  the  fear  1782  are  evident  from  the  above 
iHbtement.  The  parjUh  foods  bore  the  whole  of  the  harden  ^ 
and,  confidering  tiie  high  price  of  oat-meal,  {j  %.  6A»  pmt 
peck)i  the  additional  ^nd  unavoidable  expence  of  theife  yeara 
feems  extremely  mo^erat^*  All  the  iaconveniencies  of  that 
memorable  year  feem  now  to  be  over;  and^  notwithftanding 
the  increafed  population  of  the  parifh,  there  is  reafon  to  be* 
lieve,  the  expenditure  to  the  poor  will  be  coofiderably  lower 
than  for  many  years  previous  to  178?.  This  hope  is  found* 
ed  on  the  good  effeAs  (already  felt)  of  the  different  charitable 
inftitutions  belonging  to  the  refpeftive  trader  of  the  pari(h 
and  neighbourhood.  There  are  four  of  thefe  focieties,  or 
boxes^  as  they  are  caUed^  in  the  parifli,  and  a  great  number  of 
people  connected  with  others  at  a  diftance.  It  is  a  h€t 
worth  mentioning,  that  although,  by  the  fatal  fever  of  the 
citfrent  year  1 792,  upwards  of  30  fatherlcfs  children,  and  i 
proportionable  number  of  poor  widows,  are  in  great  meafure 
left  deftitute,  not  a  fingle  application  from  that  quarter  has 
as  yet  been  made  for  public  charity  f  • 

Mifcellaneous 

•  The  increafed  expencc  for  the  cnrreat  year,  1792,  is  owing 
so  a  greater  number  of  occafional  poor  in  diftrefs,  the  ftated 
penfion  lift  being  confiderably  lower  than  that  of  lad  year. 

f  The  moft  ancient  place  in  the  pariA,  fo  far  as  known,  is 
fit  Gernums,  now  the  feat  of  David  Anderfon,  Efquire.    There 

was 


\    ff  Tranent^  i  97 

*Mif:eltanmiS  Oifirvatwu^-^Tbc  battle  of  Pteftbn,  in  17451, 
ivas  fooght  partly  in  this  pariih,  the  fcene  of  aAion  lying 
aboot  half  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  church.  The  remains 
of  the  gallant  Chriftian  hero.  Colonel  Gardiner^  who  died  la 
the  mialfltfit's  houfe  of  the  wounds  he  received  In  the  field, 
lie  interred  in  the  weft  end  of  the  chordi. 
'•The  pefi  road  running  through  the  pari(h  i^  an  evideo^ 
advantage,  as  thereby  an  eafy  communication  with  the  me« 
tmpblis,  on  the  one  faand^  and  Haddington^  the  beft  corzi 
uaaktt  in  the  kmgdoni,  on  the  other^  is  opened;  The  near^ 
Hfs,.  and  confequeat  cheapnefs,  of  coal,  is  an  acknowledged 
coDvenieiice  to  the  place»  though  the  fcarcity  of  water  is  an 
cfliaftaal  bar  to  manufactures  that  owe  much  of  their  fuccefs 
to  cbe  tow  pice  and  {>lenty  of  fueJ.    There  is  bat  one  fpring 

to 

was  here  an  hofpital,  but  by  whom  founded  is  uncertain.  la 
RagmUn's  roll,  tncntioli  is  made  of  Barthcimu  Meftre  de  ia  tnefon 
de  Si  Gemum^  anno  1296.  In  later  times,  ,St  Germans  belong* 
e4  to  the  Knights  Templars,  but  was,  with  mod  of  its  reve- 
imfs,  bertowed  by  King  James  IV.  upon  the  King's  College  of 
Aberdeen  in  i494« 
\.  At'Setqn  was  a  collegiate  church,  founded  for  a  provoft,  6 

J>rebendaries,  2  finging  boys,  and  a  clerk,  out  of  feveral  chap- 
ainrres  united  for  that  cffed  by  George  Lord  Seton,  the  zoih 
June  i4f  3'  The  charter  of  foundation  is  afterwards  confirmed 
by  Andrew  Abbot  of  New  bottle,  therein  defigned  jfpojhlicae 
Sedis  heiegaius^  He  btiilt  likewife  the  rcvcllry  or  Sacrifty  oF 
Seton,  and  coi^ered  it  ov^  with  ftone,  in  the  reign  of  King 
Jasdes  IV.  i  and,  dyiOg  fooA  afterwards,  was  buried  near  the 
high  altar  of  this  collegiate  church.  The  building  is  (lill  almoft 
cncire. 

Clofc  by  the  church  ftood  the  princely  ruins  of  Seton-houfe, 
the  refidence  of  the  Earls  of  Wintoun.  Upon  the  attainder  of 
the  late  Earl  in  lyij^sdie  cftate  fell  to  the  Crown»  by  whom,  in 
1719,  it  was  fold  to  the  York  Buildings  Company,  who  fuffer- 
ed  the  houfe  to  fall  to  decay.  In  1 790,  the  whole  was  taken 
down  by  the  prefent  proprietor,  to  make  way  for  a  houfe,  now 
aimoft  finifhedi  ,on  a  defign  of  the  Ute  Mr  Adami  in  the  old 
Cafileform. 

Vol*  X.  If 
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(to  fupply  the  whole  tows,  which  it  condoAed  to  the  hoHl  ef 
it  iq  wooden  pipes.  The  inhabitants,  towards  the  bottom^ 
are  obliged  to  bring  it  to  their  houfes  in  barreb  upon  carts. 
A  plan  has  been  in  agitation  to  raife  a  Inm  to  carry  the  wa^ 
.ter  through  the  town  in  a  leaden  pipe.  But  the  peroaancnt 
proprietors  differ  as  to  the  mode  of  raifiog  it)  and  there  the 
flatter  at  prefent  refts. 

The  near  vicinity  of  the  cotl  has  Ukewife  its  difadvantagcs.' 
The  poorer  clafics  of  the  community  are  attra&ed  to  the 
place  with  the  flattering  profpe^):  of  cheap  fuel ;  and  manf 
of  the  operative  people  about  thefe  workSi  being  none  of  the 
bed  oeconomifts,  the  poor's  funds  are,  of  courfc,  fenfibly 
burdened.  The  grievance  to  the  landed  property  is  the 
greater,  as  thefe  lucrative  mines,  from  their  precarious  nature, 
l^ead  an  exemption  from  poor^s  rates.  The  great  number  of 
carts  that  daily  refort  to  the  different  collieries,  are  extreme- 
ly deftru£Uve  of  the  roads ;  fo  that,  in  many  places,  fome  of 
the  crofs  roads  in  this  parifh  are  akooft  impafiaUe*  60  L 
the  ftatute  money  of  the  pariffi,  fcarce  ierves  to  fill  up  the 
ti-ack ;  and  great  part  of  that  fum  is  expended  at  improper 
feafons.  A  bill  is  propofed  to  be  brought  into  Parliament 
next  fcffion,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  remedy  the  above 
inconveniencics,  fo  fenfibly  felt,  at  leaft  in  this  parifli.— 
At  a  moderate  computation,  betwixt  3000  and  4000  gallons 
of  whifky  are  annually  retailed  in  the  pari(h,  befides  what 
are  commlffioned  by  private  families  from  the  ftills.  The 
extraordinary  coiifuaipt  of  this  article  throughout  Scotland 
at  large,  may  indicate  a  thriving  trade,  and  a  produdiive  re- 
venue, but  alFords  a  fmall  profpeA  of  a  fudden  increafe  in 
moral  and  focial  virtues. — There  is  an  excellent  white  frec« 
ftone  quarry  in  th^  neighbourhood  of  Tranent,  out  of  which 
feveral  of  the  modern  houfcs  in  the  county  have  lately  been 
built.     Tbci«  was^  within  thefe  few  years^   a  chalybeate 

fprwg^ 


€pmgf  in  confiderable  repute,  at  Bankton ;  but  it  has  now 
difappeared,  having  found  its  way  into  the  wafte  below. 
A  fmall  library  was  eftablifhed  laft  year  for  the  ufe  of  the 
parifh.  The  number  of  volumes,  as  yet,  does  not  exceed 
^oo.  The  increafe,  in  a  great  meafure,  depends  on  the  coun- 
tenance and  fupport  of  the  more  opulent  ranks.  The  Sta^ 
tiftical  Accoonti  lb  iar  as  publilhed,  conftitutes  part  of  the 
coDeftien. 
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'   N  U  M  B  E  R    VII. 

PARISH    OF    EDZELL. 

(Prejbyiery  of  Brechin. — Synod  of  Angtu  and  Mearm^ 
— County  of  Forfar.  J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Andrew  Hutton. 


Surface  and  Extent. 

EDZFJ  L  is  fitfiatfd  on  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  county 
of  Forfar.  The  body  of  the  parifh  is  a  kind  of  ponin- 
fula,  formed  by  the  two  radical  branches  of  the  North  Efk^ 
called  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Waters,  which  here  unite,  and 
form  what  is  properly  ftiled  the  North  Elk,  a  confiderabl^ 
river,  feparating  the  counties  of  Forfar  and  Kincardine,  and 
containing  many  lucrative  falmon  fifliings.  This  peninfula  is 
about  2|-  miles  in  length,  by  14.  in  mean  breadth,  and  is  conr 
^derably  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  of  the  parifli  in  foil  and 
fertility.  The  foil  here  is  generally  light  black  earthy  or  (harp 
gravel,  with  a  tinge  of  clay ;  and  the  bottom  is  gravel  or  yellow 
ifand.  Beyond  this  is  another  diftrifb,  betwixt  the  hills  and 
a  projection  from  them,  about  2  j.  miles  in  length,  from  E.  to 
yf.  and  I  .i)i}.l%  in  breadth,  the  foil  of  which  is  more  mixed 
with  clay,  hpbn  a  bottom  generally  of  cold  wet  clay.  This 
quarter  will  fotnetimes  yield  good  crops  of  oats  and  bear,  but 
\%  not  fo  grateful  to  the  farmer  as  that  of  the  former  diftriA, 
Beyond  this,  the  pari(h  ftretches  6  or  7  miles  up  the  Eaft 
Watcr^  with  a  breadth  of  about  ^  of  a  mile.    Here  thjc  foil  i^ 


of  EdzelL  joY 

fiSI  inftriory  being  ftony  or  fandy,  with  a  bottom  of  gravely 
mixed  with  large  ftones  or  rock. 

Proprietors,  Rent^  {j^r.— The  firft  of  thcfc  three  diftrifts, 
about  one  half  of  the  fecond,  and  the  whole  of  the  third,  be- 
long to  the  Honourable  W.  Maule  of  Panmair.  The  re- 
maining part  belongs  to  Sir  Alexander  Ramfay  Irvine,  Bart. 
The  firft  diftrid,  whofe  furface  is  almoft  a  dead  flat,  never 
fails,  with  good  management,  to  produce,  in  ordinary  years, 
good  crops  of  oats,  bear,  (rough  bear  or  Chefter),  peafe,  tur- 
nips, flax,  and  potatoes.  The  land,  tiiough  lefs  flrong  and 
rich  than  in  many  other  places,  is  dry  and  early.  It  has  hap- 
pened for  a  courfe  of  years,  that  when  the  crops  have  greatly 
failed  in  other  places  of  the  country,  the  farmers  in  this 
quarter  have  enjoyed  crops  much  above  the  rate  of  their 
neighbourhood.  Artificial  grafs,  efpecially  white  clover,  pro- 
fpcrs  well ;  but  that  rich  and  permanent  fward  of  grais 
which  is  found  in  more  powerful  foilsj  is  wanting  here* 
Rent,  in  this  quarter,  does  not  exceed  gs.  per  acre,  which  is 
cafy  to  pay,  from  the  induftry  and  improvements  of  the  fre- 
fent  lefiees.  About  60  acres  of  village  lands,  occupied  by 
about  a  dozen  of  families,  give  15  s.  or  thereby.  The  tenants, 
in  this  quarter  ftand  chiefly  by  grain  and  black  cattle.  The 
two  other  diftriAs  have  not  the  fame  advantages,  as  labour 
upon  them  is  liable  to  be  kept  back  in  feed-time ;  and  the 
crop,  from  the  wetnefs  of  the  bottom,  is  fubjeft  to  be  caft  tqo 
late  in  harveft.  One  half  of  the  middle  diftri£t,  whereof  the 
foil  is  inferior,  rents  ftill  lower  than  the  former  divifion. 
The  other  half  yields  about  los.  In  this  quarter,  the  te- 
nants have  the  advantage  of  flieep,  in  addition  to  their  grain 
and  black  cattle.  The  rent  of  the  third  di(h>iA,  which  is 
far  from  means  of  improvement,  and  whid^  is  f^ill  more  ex* 
pofed  to  ba4  fes^fons,  caanot  be  well  afcertaine^I.    The  pro- 


fits  of  the  fiirmer  arifc  more  from  (keep  and  cattle  th^n  froi% 
grain. 

Climate, — The  air  is  generallj  (harp  and  piercingi  ad  the 
furface  of  the  parifh  is  for  the  aioft  part  bare  of  fhelteri  and 
is  oppofitc  to  two  glens,  which  generate  a  current  of  air. 
No  unwholefome  vapour  can  arife,  on  account  of  the  quick 
circulation  of  water,  as  there  is  every  where  a  ready  comcnu* 
aication  with  the  rivers,  whofe  channels  are  deep  and  rapid. 

Natural 

Difia/es -^-^Thcrt  are  no  very  remarlcable  inftanccs  of  longe- 
vity. One  man,  who  had  been  born,  and  lived  mod  of  his  life 
in  this  parifh,  died  a  few  years  'd^o^  near  to  the  age  of  iqo. 
Another  gave  an  account  of  himfelf,  which  mull  have  made 
him  to  be  above  that  aee  ;  but  it  appears  from  the  records,  that 
his  claim  was  not  well  founded.  One  woman  now  lives  in  the 
village  ahdve  the  age  of  90,  and  is  ftill  able  to  move  about : 
another  is  86.  Several  have  reached  above  80.  The  moil  pre- 
vailing complaints  are,  aflhma  amongd  the  men,  and  hyderical 
diforders  amongft  the  women,  rheumatifm  in  both  fexes.  Theie 
may,  in  part,  be  caufed,  or  not  a  little  heightened,  by  poor  diet, 
hard  labour,  and  forry  lodging.  Confumptions  are  alfo  fatal 
to  perfons  in  this  parifh.  No  peculiar  epidemical  diforder  pre- 
vailt.  Several  years  ago,  *many  were  cut  off  by  an  infe(flious 
putrid  fever,  which  was,  however,  more  fatal  in  fomc  neigh, 
bouringparifhcs.  The  people  are  fafl  fnrmounting  their  prejudices 
SLgainft  inoculation.  Some  obferve,  that  the  ague  was  frequent 
in  their  youth ;  but  the  complaint  is  now  hardly  known. 

Antiquities. — The  caflle  of  Edzell  is  one  of  the  moll  magnifi- 
cent ruins  any  where  to  be  met  with.  It  long  belonged  to  the 
^  family  of  Lindfay,  and  now  belongs  to  Mr  Rlaule  of  Panmuir. 
It  confifls  of  two  ftately  towers,  evidently  in  different  (lilcs,  and 
built  at  different  periods.  Thcfe  arc  conneAcd  by  an  extenfive 
wall ;  and  large  wings  went  backwards  from  the  towers.  Tra- 
dition fays,  that  the  fquare  tower,  the  mod  ancient,  was  built 
and  pofTeffed  by  the  family  of  Stirling,  from  whom  it  defcended 
to  Lindfay  of  Gleneik.  Of  the  former  family,  no  traces  now 
remain  in  thefe  parts.  The  Lindfays  of  Glenefk,  afterwards  of 
EdzeiU  make  a  diftinguifhed  figure  in  Scottifh  hiHory.  Buchan- 
jA  mentions  feveral  remarkable  adions  in  which  the^  chieftains 
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•  Haturd  J^roduai^f.'^Thc  water  of  the  North  £(k  ha^ 
tbvioiiAy  a  petrifying  quality ;  becaufe  the  rocks  througb 
which  it  runs  are  of  all  degrees  of  confidence,  from  fanj  ia 
the  very  firft  ftage  of  concretion^  to  ^gnes  of  fufficienc  harcU 
atfs  for  all  the  purpofes  of  ruble  building.  There  is  alfo  a 
lixne-quarryi  to  which  all  the  tenants  of  the  pruprietir  have 
right.  It  has  been  of  feme  fcrvice  for  a  long  eouriJD  o^  years  ^ 
bat  the  difficulty  of  procuring  fuel  to  burn  the  lime-ftones, 
is  a  bar  in  the  way  of  its  being  very  cxtendvely  u&fuL  1  here 
are  ftill  many  fpots  of  natural  birch*  But  there  is  not  a 
doubt  this  parifii  once  abounded  with  fine  oak  and  beechi  as 
fiately  trees  are  often  found  io  the  moSes.  There  is  a  tradi- 
tion^ 

{r^dir  de  Gknefi)  were  engaged.  After  coining  to  the  pofle(^ 
fion  of  Edzell,  their  power  AirpaiTed  that  of  any  other  family 
in  the  county.  One  of  this  family,  about  the  beginning  of  laft 
century y  huitt  a  fmall  caftle,  called  Auchmuil^  in  this  parifh,  and 
another,  called  Innermojk^  in  Lochiie,  as  lurking  holes,  while 
fce  was  forced  to  (kulk  fcveral  years  for  the  murder  of  Lord 
Spynic.  One  of  them  fuccecded  his  coufin,  Eail  Crawfurd^ 
wko  had  difinherite'd  his  own  ion  ;  bux  the  honcmrs  and  ell  ate 
afterwards  reverted  to  the  natural  heir.  The  laft  of  this  family 
left  the  country  about  17 14  having  greatly  degenerated  from 
the  martial  chara^er  of  his  progenitors,  and  afterwards  died  in 
the  north  of  Scotland,  or  in  Oikney,  in  poverty  and  wretched* 
aeis.  This  family,  like  other  powerful  chieftains,  poflefTed  the 
power  of  life  and  death  upon  their  eftate.  The  place  of  execu* 
lion  (lili  retains  its  name. 

In  two  different  parts,  appear  thofe  monuments  of  antiquity 
eommonly  named  Druiakal  tewples^  Two  of  thefc  are  found  at 
Culindic,  confiderably  up  the  glen,  within  a  few  yards  of  onr 
aoother.  They  confift  of  tall  upright  Itoncs,  inclofing  elliptical 
fpaccs  ;*  the  largeft  about  45  feet  by  36,  the  fmallcft  fomewhat 
fcfs.  There  is  in  one  the  appearance  of  a  imAX  portico  or  en- 
trance. They  muft  be  of  very  great  antiquity  ;  becaufe  the 
Hones  of  which  they  are  formed,  though  exceedingly  hard  ixv 
confidence,  are  yet  hollowed  ami  waited  away  by  the  weather. 
Several  miles  further  fouth,  at  Dalbogg,  is  a  third,  but  not  £0 
entire  as  the  two  former|  The  gi  ound  on  which  they  ftand  is 
confiderably  eUvated* 
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tioD,  that  the  elevated  grounds,  dividing  the  upper  and  Ibweif 
quarter  of  the  parifh,  were  formerly  clothed  with  wood  7 
now  they  bear  only  heath.  Previous  to  1714)  there  were 
fome  avenues  to  the  caftle  of  moft  ftately  beech,  of  which 
hardly  a  veftige  now  remains*  The  late  Earl  of  Panmure^ 
about  20  years  ago,  made  two  plantations,  chiefly  of  Scotch 
fir ;  one  of  them  about  4  miles  in  circumference,  the  other 
o^  lefs  extent.  Both  are  thriving  admirably,  and  promUe 
advantage  to  the  proprietor,  and  much  benefit  to  the  country* 
Bircls  and  animals  are  much  the  fame  as  in  other  parts  of 
the  country*  Birds  of  paflage  are,  the  cuckoo,  fwallows  of 
different  fpecies,  fea*gulls  occafionally,  from  a  loch  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Birds  of  fong  are,  linnets,  thru(h,  black- 
bird, red-breaft.  Wild  animals  are,  fox,  hare,  otter,  polecat, 
weafel.  No  deer  are  inhabitants  of  the  parifli,  although  a* 
fevere  ftorm  fometimes  octafions  a  vifit  from  them.  There 
is  a  confiderable  falmon  fiflxing.  The  fifh  are  mofUy  difpo- 
fed  of  by  contrail  with  merchants  in  Montrofe  concerned  in' 
the  London  trade.  The  (heep  may  amount  to  about  2coo. 
The  horfes  and  cattle  are  not  diftingulflied  by  any  remark-f 
able  circumftance.  Till  lately,  the  horfes  were  in  general 
rather  of  middling  firength,  but  the  breed  is  gradually  im- 
proving. It  is  believed  that  the  pariih  fupplies  itfelf  with 
that  article,  but  it  does  not  much  more.  The  farmers  here 
have  not  hitherto  attended  much  to  fearch  out  the  beft  breed 
of  either  horfes  or  cattle.  The  better  fort  may  average  about 
1 8 1. }  the  inferior  much  lower.  Bed  oxen,  from  3  to  4 
years  old,  about  6 1.    Beft  cows  about  5 1.  j  inferior,  3 1. 

State  of  jigricuhure. — ^Under  this  head,  the  circumftances 
of  the  parifli,  compared  with  what  they  were  30  years  ago, 
offer  a  very  pleafing  fubjcfl:  of  contemplation.  At  that  peri- 
od, the  greater  part  of  it  had  been  rejently  held  of  tackfmcn 

under 


191^  tbe  York  Buildipgs  Company^  by  a  precarbos  and 
and  icoure  of  ooe>  two^  or  three  years.  The  teDaats  had 
09  enoQiiragemeot  to  induftryy  and  they  were  not  induftrious. 
Almoft  tbcir  only  mean  of  fubfifience  arofe  from  their  iheep. 
The  land  hardly  repaid  labour  ;  40  or  50  threaves  (4  ftooks) 
have  been  often  talked  of  as  then  infufficient  to  yield  a  boll 
of  grain.  In  tearing  the  miferable  foil,  they  ufed  often  6 
horfesy  fach  as  they  were»  never  lefs  than  4,  often  4  horfes 
and  6  cattle.  Lime,  as  a  manure,  was  aimoft  unknown. 
Jidw,  they  enjoy  the  fecurity  of  leafes,  judicioufly  granted^ 
to  encourage  the  eredUng  of  good  fteadiogs,  and  improving 
the  ground*  Lime  has  been  employed  with  ^reat  fucceis. 
An  infiance  lately  occurred,  of  about  16  bolls  of  oats,  and 
another  of  20  boUs  of  bear,  after  one.  The  ufual  average 
may  be  about  6  returns  of  the  feed.  The  ground  is  aimoft 
never  let  out  of  cropping,  without  being  laid  down  with 
grals  feeds.  The  ordinary  fpace  of  fo  lying  is  4  years,  of 
which  the  firft,  and  fbmetimes  the  fecond,  is  hay ;  the  re- 
mainder pafture.  From  two  fifths  to  one  half  is  generally  in 
grab.  The  land  is  cropped  4  years,  of  which  one  or  two 
are  green  crops.  Turnips  fuit  well,  but  are  not  yet  cultiva- 
ted to  the  height  which  they  will  probably  foon  reach,  as  it 
is  not  as  yet  very  common  to  raife  them  for  the  purpofe  of 
£Be<£ng.  Every  one  has  them  in  greater  or  lefs  quantity,  as 
winter  food  for  milch  cows  and  young  cattle.  Flax  fuits  this 
foiL  The  average  quantity  raifed  may  be  about  16  acres. 
Cabbage,  as  a  field  crop,  has  been  tried  in  feveral  cafes  with 
good  fucccis.  The  quantity  of  potatoes  raifed  is  very  confi- 
derable,  as  aimoft  every  family  is  connedted  with  land,  and 
fupply  themfelves  with  that  moft  ufeful  root.  The  grain  is 
fuch  as  may  be  expeAed.  It  is  neither  fo  weighty  nor  valu- 
able as  that  produced  from  carfe  or  richer  inland  foils ;  but  it 
is,  in  gpneral^  at  leaft  equal  to  that  of  the  furrounding  coun« 
VOL.X.  O  try. 
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ttj.  No  wheat,  and  but  little  barley,  is  raifcd.  The  bear  is 
not  remarkably  large  in  the  grain,  but  is  thin  in  the  rind, 
weighs  well,  and  recommends  itfclf  to  the  maltfter  and  meal- 
maker.  Oats,  in  ordinary  years,  give  16  pecks  of  meal,  of 
8  ftonc,  after  16  pecks  of  grain.  Until  within  a  few  years 
ago,  the  old  Scotch  plough  was  univerfally  nfed,  even  on  the 
mofl  clear  and  eaiy  foils  -,  and  the  hamefs  was  fuch  as  the. 
ordinary  farm  fcrvants  could  make.  Now,  Small's  plough^ 
with  the  fhort  iron  head,  and  caft  metal  mould-boards,  is 
getting  into  ufe.  Harnefs,  of  the  moft  complete  kind,  is 
every  day  coming  into  fafliion.  Two  horfes,  with  one  man 
to  work  them,  arc  now  pretty  general/  and  will  foon  be 
wholly  eftablifhed,  as  the  price  of  labour  is  high ;  and  more 
attention  will  be  paid,  of  courfc,  to  the  rearing  and  keeping 
of  horfes.  It  appears  that  agriculture,  at  fome  diftant  period, 
was  purfucd  to  confidcrable  extent  5  becaufe  the  prefent  race 
of  tenants,  not withftanding*  their  great  progrefs  in  improving 
wafte  lands,  have  not  yet  gone  fo  far  as  their  forefathers 
reached.  Many  tracks  of  land  are  found,  with  the  marks  of 
cultivation,  pretty  far  up  the  hills,  and  in  many  other  fpots 
now  covered  with  heath,  which  the  farmers  of  the  prefent 
day  have  not  yet  been  able  to  overtake. 

RenU — There  are  two  forms  above  5^0!. ;  10  from  20 1.  to- 
50 1.  •,  upwards  of  30  below  20 1,  j  fome  fo  low  as  3 1.  inde- 
pendent of  the  village  lands,  which  are  occupied  by  13  per- 
fons  at  about  48 1.     Total  rental  at  this  time  950 1. 

'  Population. —  There  is  ground  to  believe,  that  population,  id 
the  laft  century,  was  at  leaft  equal  to  what  it  now  is.  From 
the  entry  of  baptifms  in  the  old  records,  it  appears  that  the 
village  (Slateford)  was  then  more  populous  than  now.  There 
are  intimations  of  other  villages,  of  which  there  is  now  little 

more 
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mere  than  a  veftige.  Many  farms  are  named  which  do  not 
now  exift ;  and  the  adjoining  farms  have  not  received  a  pro- 
portional increafe.  The  foundations  of  buildings  are  fre- 
quently found  where  there  is  not  now  a  houie.  Indeed  it 
would  not  be  furprifing  that  population  fhould  flourifh  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  a  powerful  family,  fo  able,  in  turbulent 
timesj  to  proteA  its  retainers,  and  difpofed  to  encourage  fet* 
tiers,  by  the  appointment  of  village  fairs,  markas,  and  other- 
wife.  The  parifh  would  feem  to  have  lofl,  in  point  of  popu- 
latioo^  from  the  Revolution  till  within  the  fpace  of  20  or  30 
years  ago,  when  the  numbers  have  probably  increafed. 


Population  Table, 

Number  of  fouls  in  1 755 

862 

In  the  village 

117 

963 

In  the  country 

846 

Males 

470 

Married  perfons 

294 

Females 

493 

Children  of  each  mar- 

Under 10 

228 

riage  at  an  average 

4tV 

Males 

111 

Widowers 

14 

Females 

117 

Widows 

24 

Between  10  and  20    - 

212 

Bachelors  above  50     - 

10 

Males 

114 

Unmarried  houieholders 

Females 

98 

under  50 

10 

Between  20  and  50    - 

371 

Unmarried  women  above 

Males 

163 

45         .        w        . 

8 

Females 

2c8 

Epifcopalians 

40 

Between  50  and  70    - 

114 

•  Bcrcans 

To 

Males 

^3 

Secedcrs 

2 

Females 

51 

Roman  Catholic 

I 

Between  70  and  100    - 

3» 

Perfons   not    conncded 

Males 

'9 

with  dny   denomina- 

Females 

JP 

tion 

2 

Perfons 
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Ferlbns  who  cannot  read^ 

Alehoufe-keeper^       ^ 

4 

ftraogers        •        • 

3 

Smiths        •        .       • 

5 

Proprietors    (non    rdi- 

Taylors 

9 

dent) 

a 

WanlknuOer 

t 

Clergyman 

I 

Mafbns        .          • 

% 

Schoolmafters  (i  pariflii 

Dryftone  df  kers 

3 

I  Society,  i  private) 

3 

Wheelwrights  and  turn- 

Average fcholars  taught 

ers        -        -         - 

a 

£ng{i(h,  writing,  arith- 

Wrights 

5 

metic 

45 

Shoemakers        •        • 

5 

Merchant 

I 

Flaxdreflers 

4 

Shopkeepers 

3 

Weavers 

»3 

Maltman 

I 

Lint-miller 

I 

Carter 

I 

Houfes  inhabited 

aoj 

Male  farm  fervants     • 

66 

Female  ditto 

50 

years        • 

24 

Day  labourers        -     - 
Cottarmen,  fervants  to 

17 

purpofes,  ditto        * 

tf 

their  landlords 

i6 

V...      .             . 

•  ManufaElure$^  Exports^  bV,— -No  manuiafhires  are  carried 
on.  The  only  (hadow  of  them  is,  that  the  weavers  general- 
ly make  pieces  of  coarfe  cloth  for  country  ufe»  which  they 
fell  at  the  different  markets  in  the  neighbourhood  •  The 
exports  are,  oats,  bear,  meal,  black  cattle^  flieep»  yarn^  but- 
ter, cheefe,  fawls,  -eggs,  and  coarfe  cloth.  The  imports  are, 
wood,  iron,  leather,  houfe  and  fanning  utenfils,  fait,  tea, 
fugar,  fpirits,  fine  cloth,  many  of  the  necelTaries,  and  almoft 
ftU  the  luxuries  of  life.  Thefe,  however,  are  not  yet  con^ 
fumed  in  an  extraordinary  quantity ;  and  the  exports  do  cer* 
tainly  far  overbalance  the  imports  \ 

Circumftanw 
•  Prices  of  Prwificns* 
40  yean  ago.  At  prefenU 

Meal /^  boll    •     88*  •        *       «        •        ijs. 

Bear 
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CiftttwfiMcis  and  CiaraShr.'^The  people  are  ikMj  of  oai 
chfi  and  coadition.  Thdr  way  of  living  arifes,  either  wluA* 
)j  or  in  great  part,  from  the  culture  of  the  ground.  Thdr 
manners  are  faitaUe  to  their  condition.  Moft  of  the  £ntn« 
ers  are  now  in  eafy  circnmftances,  the  confequence  of  die 
hard  laboor,  fru^lity,  and  attention  of  the  prefent  genenu 
tion.  Theyhai^not  laid  afide  thofe  good  habits.  Wit& 
few  exceptions,  they  are  diftinguifhed  for  integrity,  fobriety^ 
and  diligence.  AAing  from  a  fcnfe  of  their  relation  to  their 
Maker,  they  are,  of  courfc^  punAual  and  ferious  in  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  religion.  Their  devotion,  too,  is  of  a  ra* 
tional,;  tolerant  nature,  not  breaking  out  into  heats  againil 
thofe  who  entertain  difierent  opinions,  but  manifefting  itfdf 

in 

ifi  years  0gc.  At  freftni* 

Bear  ^  ditto        -        8  s.        -  -         15  s. 

£^gs  per  dozen        •      ijd.2d«  •            5d.6d.6Jd.' 

A  fowl        -        •          4d.       .«  <•            9d.  lod. 

Botter^rlib.  of  2402.  4d.         •  •         8  d.  lod.  11  d. 

Butcher  mtdXpew  Aone  2  s.  6 d.  -        -      4  s.  4s.  8  d.  5s* 

Prices  of  Labour. — A  fufficient  ploughman's  fee  from  7 1,  to 
8 1,  fubfiftence  about  4 1.  •  Total  L.  1 1  or  L.  i^ 

The  cottager's  encouragement*  being  in  ground  and  fervitudcs* 
may  be  rather  better  for  himfelf ;  but,  all  things  weighed* 
cheaper  to  his  mafter.  This  ufefui  clafs  of  men,  who  are  going 
fad  out  of  falhion,  form  in  their  families  the  beft  nurferics  of 
male  and  female  fervants. 
Yousg  men  from  14  to  19,  fee  4  L  10  s.  or  5 1.  fubfift- 

ence4l.        ...  •  Total  L.  9    O    0 

Herds  for  cattle  from  i  x  to  14  years  of  age,  fee  1  K 

JOS.  fubfiftence  5 1.  ...  Total  L.  4  10  o 
Female  fervants,  average  fee  about  -        .        400 

Men  fhearers  for  whole  harveft,  with  fubfiftence  i  10    o 

Women  ditto,  ditto        -  120 

Men  (hearers,  and  mowers  of  bay,  about  the  village, 

fer  day,  with  fubfiftence         {|«         -  -  010 

Women  cutto        •  -  ^•.  009 

Day-labourers  in  fummer,  with  meat,  6  d.  and  8  d. 

without^  10  s.  and  s  s. 
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In  an  eqind  and  charitable  fpirit.  The  diflenUrs  from  the 
tfiabiifhed  Church  attend  occafionally  upon  it,  and.  live  with 
the  minifter  and  people  as  if  there  was  no  difference  in  their 
views.  Splendid  aAs  of  beneficence  do  not  fall  within  their 
lot.  But  the  poor  in  the  feveral  guarters  of  the  parifb,  in 
foch  (evere  feafons  as  this,  in  point  of  fueL  find  themfelves 
cared  for  by  their  neighbours,  when  even^e  good  aliment 
firom  the  feffion  funds  could  not  command  the  carriage  of 
that  eflential  article.  In  the  year  1783,  fo  diftrefsful  to 
Scotland,  the  farmers  in  the  body  of  this  parifh  had  a  better 
crop,  and  more  fafely  got  in,  than  in  almoft  any  part  of  the 
country.  Several  of  them  manifefied  their  good  difpofitions^ 
by  fending  meal,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  a  proper  perfon  in  a 
centrical  ipot,  to  fuch  houfeholders  as  were  recommended  by 
the  Urk-feffion,  confiderably  belgw  the  market  price.  The 
people  here  are,  in  general,  extremely  contented  with  their 
condition ;  and  they  have  no  fmall  caufe  to  be  fo,  as  even 
the  pooreft  of  them,  both  men  and  women,  who  enjoy 
healthy  have  abundance  of  work,  and  good  encouragement. 
Even  the  cottars,  fubtenants,  tradefmen,  and  labourers,  who 
bave  families,  have  their  children  fought  after  almoft  as  foon 
as  they  are  able  to  do  any  thing ;  and  the  education  of  the 
yoong  folks  is  often  helped  forward  by  thofe  with  whom 
they  refide,  in  order  to  attach  them  more  ftiongiy  as  fer- 
▼ants.  The  people  here  have  no  propcnfity  to  emigration 
and  adventure.  Not  above  one  or  two  are  in  the  army,  and 
none  in  the  navy.  A  confiderable  number  of  the  prefent 
inhabitants  were  born  in  other  parilhes,  but  all  are  natives  of 
Scotland.  To  this  contented,  quiet  fpirit,  it  is  probably  ow- 
ing that  flagrant  crimes  do  not  occur.  It  is  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  the  people  are  much  improved  fince  laft  century,  both  in 
morals  and  in  manners.  In  §he  old  records,  there  are  in- 
ftances  of  perfons  fubje£tcd  to  difcipline  for  dragging  nets  on 

the 


Ac  Sabbath;  and  farmefs,  wkh  their  wives  and  fervants^ 
convened  in  parties  for  drinlipingy  fighting,  and  fcolding,  oa 
the  Lord's  daf  during  divine  worlhip.     Such  irregularities 
•  would  now  caufc  horror* 

Dif advantages ^--^Ont  difadvantage  under  which  this  parifli 
formerly  laboured|  was  the  want  of  opportunities  of  giving 
their  children  education,  from  the  inconvenient  form  and 
circumftances  of  the  place.  That  is  now  remedied,  to  a  cer« 
tain  extent,  by  a  fchool  appointed  under  the  Society  for  pro- 
pagating  Chriftian  ^Knowledge,  (whoie  inftitutions  are  proda« 
dog  admirable  effisAs),  above  two  years  ago  in  one  quarter^ 
and  by  a  private  fchool  eftablifhed  fince,  by  the  aid  of  one  of 
the  proprietors,  in  another.  The  encouragement  of  the  pa^ 
ri(h  fchoolmafter  is  pitiful,  and,  from  the  alteration  of  cirw 
cumftances,  in  no  refpe^t  what  it  v^as  originally  intended  to 
be.  Another  difadvantage,  which  probably  never  can  be  re- 
medied, fo  far  as  to  render  this  corner  the  featt  of  any  exten* 
five  manufaflure,  is  fcarcity  of  fuel.  The  mofies  are  gene* 
rally  fteep,  and  far  diftant  %  and  the  labour  of  preparing  and 
carrying  home  peat,  Sec.  is  exceffive ;  and  even  thefe  are 
nearly  exhaufted.  Montrofe,  the  fea-port  town,  is  diftant 
about  f  2  miles,  which  greatly  enhances  the  price  of  coaIs« 
The  propofal,  however,  to  remove  the  coafting  duty,  is  a 
moft  gracious  and  feafonable  mbtion,  and,  we  niay  hope,  will 
contribute,  with  other  circumftances  likely  to  happen,  to  al» 
low  that  nfeful  article  at  a  reafonable  rate.  Other  fuel  is 
turf,  cut  from  the  muirs,  -and  broom,  which  is  of  fervice^ 
while  the  improvements  in  agriculture  allow  any  to  remain. 

*  Pfl^r.— The  number  of  poor,  up<in  an  average  of  the  laft 
6  years,  is  1 2.  The  average  of  the  fnm  diftributed  to  them 
for  the  fame  period|  i8L    The  fefflon  funds  arifcj  in  part, 

from 
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from  the  intereft  of  a  (am  of  moncji  in  pui  firom  tlie  toikui^ 
tiry  collcAions  in  the  churchy  whkh  average  14L  Thefe 
two  maintain  the  poor  in  fuch  a  waj  as  not  oftlj  to  be  free 
of  complaint,  bat  to  give  fiill  fatisfit^Uon  to  themielves,  and 
to  thofe  who  live  around  them.  If  any  happen  to  be  whoU 
]f  helplefs^  board  is  allowed  for  them  to « their  neareft  rela- 
tions ;  or,  if  they  have  none  fuch,  perfoos  are  paid  for  an* 
dertaking  the  care  of  them.  There  are  two  ftated  meetings, 
at  Whitfunday  and  Martinmasj  for  the  purpofe  of  fixing  the 
catcs  of  the  following  half  year,  and  for  purchafing  clothes* 
There  is  no  great  danger  of  imposition,  as  the  poor  maft  have 
refided  3  years^  at  leaft,  before  any  aid  can  be  given.  The 
^ers  in  each  quarter,  by  converfing  with  neighbours,  and 
by  their  own  obfervation,  are  able  to  form  a  pretty  juft 
judgment  of  their  neceiSty*  1 

Ecclefiqfiical  StaUr-^Tht  church  is'a  very  old,  firong  build- 
ing, incommodious  in  itfelf,  and  inconveniently  fituated  for 
the  whole  parifli.  The  date  of  the  bailding  is  not  known  i 
but  it  muft  have  been  ere£bd  long  before  the  year  1641,  as 
I  find  that  the  kirk^fefiion  in  that  year  paid  the  ^  Sclaitter 
<<  for  poynting  the  kirk,  5!.  13  s.  4d.  Scots.  It.  Mair  of 
<<  drink  filler  to  his  boy,  6  pennies."  The  manfe  was  built 
^i  years  ago,  jndifferently  executed  at  firft,  in  a  low  fituation, 
has  been  often  repaired  at  a  confiderable  expence,  and  now 
b  in  bad  condition.  The  ftipend  is  about  61 1.  with  a  glebe 
worth  about  7I. :  but  a  procefs  of  augmentation  is  now 
depending.    The  Crown  is  patron. 


NUM. 


rf  Aberfoyle.  Iij 

NUMBER    VIII. 

PARISH  OF    ABERFOYLE. 

(Prejbytery  of  Dunblane. -^Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirlinj^. 
-^County  of  Perth.  J 

By  Patrick  Graham,  A.  M. 


Extent^  Name,  isfc. 

THE  utmoft  length  of  the  parifli  of  Abcrfoyle,  E.  and 
W.  is  about  il  miles  ;  its  utmoft  breadth,  N.  and  S. 
5  miles.  This  pariih  derives  its  name  from  the  Briiilh  term 
jiter^  which  fignifies  the  confluence  of  two  rivers  or  dreams. 
This  confluence  takes  place  near  the  church,  where  a  fniall 
river,  called,  in  Gaelic,  the  Po//,  i.  e.  the  ftagnating  water, 
UlU  into  the  Forth  at  right  angles.  In  th^t  language,  FoJ 
is,  in  the  genitive  cafe,  pronounced  foU  or  Jcy/tf,  whence 
AherfoyU. 

The  general  afpcA  of  the  country  is  extremely  pid^u- 
refque  *.  Aberfoylc  forms  a  part  of  the  cxireuie  prcciiift  of 
the  Highlands ;  ahd  it  bears  the  common  features  of  th:; 

Vol.  X.  ^  P  moua- 

•  The  pnblic  will  foon  be  gratified  with  a  more  particular 
view  of  the  interefting  fccncry  of  tjjls  neighbourhood,  than  is 
coniiftenl  with  the  limits  of  a  ftatiftical  account,  in  the  mngnifi. 
cent  work  of  the  Mtlfrs  Boy  dells  of  London,  now  in  the  prefs, 
entitled,  *•  Pifturcfquc  Views  and  Scenery  of  the  Thames  and 
«*  Severn,  the  Forth  and  the  (  lyde/'  In  the  2d  volume  of 
that  work,  nine  beautiful  drawings,  by  the  mafterly  pencil  of 
Mr  Farington  of  the  Royal  Academy,  are  devoted  to  iliii  pai* 
ticular  dilirid. 
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mountainous  diftriAs  to  the  N.  and  to  the  W.  This  parifl^ 
coniiils  of  a  narrow  track  of  country,  bounded  on  every  fide 
by  lofty  hills  and  mountains.  The  bottom  of  the  valley  is 
occupied  by  a  feries  of  beautiful  lakes»  ikirted  with  woods 
of  oak,  afh,  and  birch  ;  and  their  banks  are  occafionally  dir 
Tcrfified  with  fcanty  portions  of  coltivaced  ground,  the  fdil 
of  which  has,  in  the  courfe  of  ages,  been  wafhed  down  firom 
the  mountains,  and  depoiited  by  the  ftreams. 

The  mountains  are  fpmetimes  covered  with  oak  woods  ' 
more  than  half  way  up.     The  lower  eminences  arc,  for  the 
mofl  part,  covered  to  their  fummlrs.     The  higher  regions 
are  chiefly  overgrown  with  heath  ;  and  fometimes  they  prc- 
Ipnt  only  the  bare  rugged  rock. 

1  he  moft  confiderable  lakes  are  Loch  Ketterin,  Loch  Con, 
and  Loch  Ard  The  former  is  about  eight  miles  in  length, 
sind  one  in  breadth.  Loch  Con  and  Loch  Ard  are  each  be- 
tween two  and  three  miles  in  length.  Thefe  lakes  abound 
ivith  eel,  pike,  and  trout,  all  eftcemed  excellent  in  their 
kinds.  The  flQi  cau^jht  here,  however,  bears  no  price,  as 
there  is  no  market  to  which  it  can  be  brought ;  nor  is  there 
any  reftrivition  with  regard  to  the  fiflieries  of  thefe  lakes. 

The  river  iorth  has  its  rife  in  the  weftern  extremity  of 
this  parifli.  After  paffing  through  the  lakes,  and  receiving 
many  acceffions  from  the  ftreams  that  defcend  from  the 
mountains,  it  burlls  forth,  at  the  lower  extremity  of  Loch 
Ard,  with  conlGderable  magnificence,  over  a  rock  near  30 
feet  high.  Hence  it  flows  with  a  lefs  agitated  current  through 
the  eaftcrn  diftridl  of  the  parifli,  which  forms  a  beautiful  and 
fertile  valley,  (denominated  by  the  natives,  according  to  a 
correfpondent  Gaelic  term,  the  Laggan),  furrounded,  like  the 
reft  of  this  dlftriLT:,  on  all  fides  by  hills,  with  a  narrow  open- 
ing towards  the  S.  E.  by  which  the  Forth,  after  having  paf- 
fcd  feme  woody  heights,  and  a  beautiful  round  hill,  entirely 

fovcrcd 


odvovd  wkli  ^al:,  iflbes  into  the  plaid.  The  higheft  moun- 
tains  boimd  the  Tate  of  Aberfoyle  to  the  norths  and  difplaf  ^ 
in  feme  places,  yery  abrupt  rugged  and  tremendous  prcci* 
pkcs.  Several  fli^ams,  and  the  waters  of  a  lofty  cafcade  de« 
icending  from  theoii  join  the  river  as  it  flows  amid  the 
woods,  fldeadows,  corn-fields,  and  farm^houfes  in  the  valley. 
la  thb  part  of  the  parifli  the  church  and  manfe  are  Gtuated. 

None  of  the  mountains  of  this  pariih  exceed  the  fecond 
rate  in  height.  Benivenow  and  Benchochan  are  lotty  hilis^ 
near  3000  feet  high,  but  far  overtopped  by  Benloaiond,  in 
the  pafifli  of  Buchanan,  which,  with  its  pyramidal  mals,  ter« 
minates  the  jirofpcft  to  the  weft; 

The  great  line  of  the  Grampian  mountains,  which  extends 
from  N.  E.  to  S,  W.  from  the  Girdlcncfs  in  Abcrdccnfhire, 
to  the  hill  of  Ardraore,  on  the  Frith  of  Clyde,  takes  its 
courfe,  in  a  very  marked  dircQion,  through  the  lowe^  part 
of  the  parifli  cf  Aberfoyle.  The  coUr(e  of  this  range  of  hills, 
as  far  as  has  been  obferved  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  didln- 
gUlflied  by  a  (Ingular  arrangement  of  the  minerals  of  whick 
the  rocks  confift.  On  the  eaftern  fide  of  this  line  of  moun* 
tain,  the  rock  confifts  of  rounded  or  oval  pebbles,  from  the 
fize  of  a  pigeon's  egg,  to  mades  of  9  or  10  inches  in  diame- 
ter, which  contain  in  them  much  iron  ore,  and  which  feem, 
at  fomc  period,  to  have  been  loofe  and  detached.  They  are 
now,  however,  ftrongly  cemented  into  the  body  of  the  rock 
by  a  fubftance  of  a  calcareous  nature.  Adjoining  to  this,  on 
the  weft,  are  found,  from  time  to  time,  maffes  of  limeftonc, 
difpofed  in  fiefts^  as  the  workmen  term  it,  and  not  in  firata 
of  a  regular  dip ;  and  no  where,  in  this  neighbourhood,  h 
limeftonc  found,  except  in  this  line  of  the  Grampian  Moun* 
tains,  and  uniformly  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  rock.  The  linie« 
fione  is  blue,  with  beautiful  veins  of  white.  It  adr.ilts  of  a 
fine  polilh,  and  has  been  made  into  cklmoey-pieces,  which 

approach 
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approach  the  beauty  of  marble.  It  is  ufed  for  manure  \  bof; 
as  the  accefs  is  difficult,  the  ufe  of  it  is  principally  confined 
.to  the  tenants  of  the  Duke  of  Montrofe,  the  proprietor. 
The  weftern  fide  of  this  range  of  mountains,  sAer  the  inter- 
vention  of  immenfe  mafifcs  of  granite,  confifts  of  flate,  of 
good  quality,  which  is  wrought  whenever  there  is  a  demand 
for  it.  The  want  of  water-carriage,  however,  and  the  dis- 
tance of  a  market,  render  the  confumpt  very  inconfiderable. 

Before  we  quit  the  account  of  the  general  afpeft  of  this 
diftri^t,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  it  is  one  of  thofe  which 
may  furnifii  the  naturalift  with  a  proper  field  for  decifive 
conclufions  with  regard  to  the  original  ftnifture,  and  the 
fubfequent  changes  of  our  terreftrial  globe.  A  lengthened 
track  of  country,  bounded  on  every  fide  by  lofty  mountains^ 
traverfed  through  its  whole  length  by  a  river,  now  become 
confiderable  by  the  acceflion  of  numberlefs  dreams,  and 
which,  after  lofing  itfelf,  from  time  to  time,  in  extenfive 
lakes,  at  length  burfts  out  by  a  narrow  paflage  into  a  great 
plain,  feems  to  promife  a  fair  exhibition  of  the  real  efie£b 
that  are  to  be  attributed  to  running  tvater^  that  univerfal 
agent,  as  fome  modern  philoiophers  account  it,  in  changing 
the  fuperficial  afpc^lt  of  our  earth. 

In  contemplating  this,  and  ilmilar  fccncs  which  occur  eve- 
ry where  in  the  Highlands,  one  cannoi  help  obferving,  that, 
had  the  great  excavations  between  the  mountains  been  occa* 
fioned  by  the  gradual  attrition  of  the  running  waters,  the  e£- 
fe£ls  produced  niufl  have  been  uiuch  more  confiderable,  than 
the  torniation  of  a  few  fcanty  fpots  of  fcrriie  foil  in  the  (ub- 
jacent  valleys.  Here,  too,  the  pointed  argument  of  De  Luc 
mud  occur  wiih  great  force,  chat  the  filtmg  up  of  the  inter- 
vening lakes  a\ui\  have  bc^eu  one  of  the  earlieil  eiTc^s  of  the 
copious  depQiit  from  t lie  niaur. tains.  In  all  thei'e  lakes  the 
current  is  altogether  im^ercept:Die.     In  them,  therefore,  the 

ledlment 
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fUiinent  muft  have  firft  Tubfided;  yet  it  is  not  obfenred  that 
tbeiapfe  of  ages  diminiflies  either  their  depth  or  their  extent. 

The  truth  feems  to  be,  that  the  eflre£ts  to  be  attributed  to 
running  watery  in  changing  the  afpeA  of  a  country,  have  al« 
ways  been  proportionably  fcnall,  and  that  they  neccflarily  be* 
come  every  day  more  inconfiderable.  In  the  firft  ages  of  the 
world,  indeed,  whilft  the  earth  was  yet  recent,  the  adhefioa 
of  its  parts,  not  yet  cemented  by  the  continued  operation  of 
gravity,  muft  have  been  lefs  than  at  prcfcnt  \  and  even  the 
tenacity  which  the  earth  might  have  acquired,  muft  have 
been  greatly  impaired  by  the  event  of  the  general  deluge. 
In  the  more  early  periods,  therefore,  there  is  room  to  believe 
that  the  revolutions  on  the  Turface  of  our  globe  muft  have 
been  more  numerous;  and  more  confiderable  than  they  notr 
are. 

An  appearance  occurs  in  the  eaftem  extremity  of  the  pa- 
rUh,  at  the  farm  of  Nether  Donnans,  which  feems  to  coin- 
cide with  this  obfervation.  It  confifts  of  a  great  number  of 
regular  ridges  or  mounds,  formed  of  beds  of  gravel  and  fand, 
and  covered  with  a  green  fward  of  fine  grafs.  They  are  from 
3  to  7,  and  even  lo  feet  high,  broad  at  the  bafe,  and  nar- 
rowing gradually  to  the  top.  They  run  fometimes  in  a  pa- 
rallel direction,  and  fometimes  diverge  at  various  angles,  for 
the  length  of  200  or  300  yards.  The  whole  has,  at  firft 
fight,  the  appearance  of  a  Roman  encampment,  and  has  by 
fome  been  deternuned  to  have  been  one.  But  it  is  un- 
doubtedly a  Lufus  Naturae^  formed  ptobably  by  the  river 
Forth,  before  it  had  fcoopcd  out  its  prcfent  channel  to  it- 
fclf  5  and  which,  though  its  courfe  be  now  at  fome  diftancc 
from  this  fpot,  and  its  bed  confiderably  lower,  feems  to  have 
ranged  over  this  and  many  of  the  adjacent  fields,  before  it 
had  obtained  for  itfelf  a  free  pafiage  into  the  plain  below. 

The 
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The  cluntids  of  the  river  having  now,  however^  been  &c^ 
tenniaed  bjr  the  hpfe  of  timei  and  eveoi  to  ibme  inftances^ 
fixed  down  by  the  hand  of  man,  tfaele  changes  have  at  length 
become  lefs  frequent,  and  lefs  remarkable.  The  acceflions 
of  foil  from  the  nK>untain8  have  been  gradually  diminiflied 
by  the  confolidation  of  their  ftrata.  The  ftreamlets  that  run 
down  fr*om  the  hills  have  hollowed  out  a  regular  channel  for 
themfdves.  In  tracing  their  progrefsy  we  find  that  their  ef* 
fefts  2Xt  perceptible  only  as  they  approach  *  the  valleys  i 
whereasj  towards  their  fourcesi  near  the  fummit  of  the 
mountaiosy  theie  are  reduced  almoft  to  nothing. 

Rare  Plants. — There  are  few  diftrids,  perhaps,  of  the 
fame  extent,  which  prefent  fuch  a  fertile  field  to  the  botanift 
as  Aberfoyle.  Befides  the  vegetables  common  to  the  lower 
grounds,  many  of  the  rarer  Alpine  plants  are  to  be  found 
upon  the  mountains.  Nor  are  the  natives  ignorant  of  the 
medical  ufes  of  many  of  their  vegetables.  A  decoAion  of 
the  lichen  pulmonarius  is  applied  externally,  with  fuccefs,  to 
the  cure  of  inflammations  in  the  throat,  llie  roots  of  the 
Angelica  and  meum  are  ufed  as  aromatics.  The  tuffilago  \t 
ufed  in  pulmonary  complaints.  The  roots  of  the  or^us  tu^ 
herofusy  which  abounds,  are  held  in  high  efteem  ;  and  it  i^ 
imagined  that  their  juice  invigorates,  and  enables  to  refill 
hunger  for  a  long  time.  To  avoid  prolixity,  a  lift  of  fomc 
of  the  rarer  plants  is  fubjoined  in  a  note  ^. 

The 

*  Circaea  lutetiana.  Allium  urfinum. 

Scboenus  albas.  Trigiochin. 

Montia  Alifma  plantago. 

Alchcmilla  alpina.  Tricntalis  Earopaea. 

Sanicula  £uropaea«  Paris,  (parilh  of  Port.) 

Athamanta  Meum.  Vaccinium,  4  fpecies. 

Sifon  innndatum.  Adoxa. 

Parnaffia.  Pyrola  rotundif.  et  longifol. 

Andromeda 


The  native  qiUKinipeds  of  this  neighhoarhood  are  roes^ 
haret)  foxesj  badgers,  martJDSi  pokcats,  wild  cats,  otters, 
weazels,  hedgehogs,  moles,  &c. 

^iVifr.— 'The  black  eagle  builds  in  fome  of  the  more  inac« 
ceffible  rocks  i  bi»t>  as  great  pains  have  been  taken  to  de* 
ftroj  the  fpecies,  it  is  now  rare.  The  ofprey,  or  water  eagle, 
boilds  in  an  ifland  of  Lochlomond,  in  this  neighbonrhood, 
and  pa^s  os  freqneqt  vifits.  The  falcon  has  her  eyrie  in 
many  of  our  rocks.  In  winter,  the  lakes  are  covered  with 
water-fowl ;  among  whom  fwans,  and  fome  of  the  rarer  fpe- 
cies of  coljmbi^  or  diwrst  are  annually  to  be  met  with.  The 
woodcock  appears  in  the  end  of  September,  or  beginning  of 
OAober,  according  to  the  rigoroofnefs  or  mildnefs  of  the 
feafon,  and  generally  difappears  in  February.  1  he  houfe- 
fwallow  appears  on  the  25rh  or  26th  of  April,  and  difappears 
about  the  beginning  of  Odober.  The  cuckoo  is  heard  about 
the  aSth  of  April.  The  ptarmigan  (tetrao  lagopus)  is  found 
in  the  higher  regions  of  fome  of  the  htUsy  but  in  great  abun- 
dance on  Benlomond.     The  muirs  abound  with  Mack  and 

red 


Andromeda  polifolia.  Gnaphalium  dioicum. 

Arbutus  uva  urfi  Solidago,  vtrga  aurea. 

Saxifraga,  var.  fpec.  Lobelia  Dortmanna. 

Sedum  Tclcphium,  rubens.  Orchis,  var.  fpec. 

Agrimonia  Eupatoria.  Serapias  longifolia. 

Rubus  chamaemorus.  Sparganium»  2  fpec. 

Geum  urbanum  et  rivale.  Littorella  lacullris. 

Comarum.  Empetrum  nlgrura* 

Nymphaea  lutea  et  alba^  Myrica  Gale. 

Trollius  Europaeus.  Popolus  alba  et  tremula, 

Phenopbdiam  vulgare.  MercuTiaiis  annua. 

Scutellaria  galericulata.  Ofmunda  regalis,  &c. 

Malya  m«fchata.  Afplenium  capiilus  veneris. 

Orobas  tuberofus.  Lycopodium  clavat.  et  felag. 
Hypericum   Androfaemum 
^t  alia. 
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red  game,  the  lower  grounds  with  partridges  mid^fnipcs. 
Wild  pigeons,  are  alfo  freqoeae.  The  wood^pecker  is  fome- 
times  feen,  but  rarely. 

Soil  and  Climate ^The  foiI»  having  been  formed,  for  the 

noft  part,  by  the  fediment  depofited  by  the  ftreams  defeeod- 
ing  firom  the  mountains,  is  light  and  quick.  It  is  generally 
remarked,  that  the  harveft  is  earlier  in  Aberfoyle  than  any 
where  in  the  vicinity  towards  the  fouth,  where  the  flat  coun- 
try begins. 

The  air  is  fliarp  and  healthy.  This  neighbourhood,  is  ftl- 
doo^  vifited  by  any  epidemical  diforders.  Fevers  are  the 
moft  frequent  difeaies ;  they  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  na* 
tives  being  much  ezpoied  to  getting  wet,  in  a  climate  where^ 
from  the  mountainous  nature  of  the  country,  rains  are  fre- 
quent. 

PopulaiioH. — About  the  year  1770,  almoft  all  the  upper 
part  of  this  pari(h  was  converted  into  fheep  farms,  for  which 
the  nature  of  the  foil  is  peculiarly  adapted.  Since  that  peri* 
ed,  the  population  of  this  pariih  has  been,  no  doubt,  confi* 
derably  diminiihed,  but  in  what  proportion^  it  is  not  now 
eafy  to  afcertain. 

With  regard  to  the  firft  of  the  following  tables,  exhibiting 
the  prefent  population  of  the  parifh,  it  is  to  be  obfervcd,  that 
it  was  made  up  with  all  poflible  accuracy  in  1790.  Within 
theic  two  years,  however,  fcvcral  families  of  cottagers  have 
emigrated  to  Balfron,  a  thriving  village  about  8  miles  diftant, 
where  a  cotton  manufactory  is  carried  on  upon  an  extenfive 
fcale. 

With  regard  to  the  fecond  table  of  marriages,  births,  and 
deaths,  feveral  di£Sculties  have  occurred,  fome  of  which  it  is 
BOW  impoflible  altogether  to  obviate. 

As 


As^to  die  births^  notwithftanding  orery  attention  of  the 
leffion,  pareots  too  frequently  negleA  the  regiftration  of  tbdf 
children's  names,  efpecially  when  they  die  in  early  infancy* 
BefideSy  there  are  a  few  families  of  Nonjurants  in  the  parilh^ 
who  never  enter  their,  births  in  the  regifter.  To  render 
the  werage  juft,  therefore^  the  fum  of  5  or  6  ofay  be  annual- 
ly added  to  the  bhths* 

With  regard  to  the  marriages^  it  is  believed  that  the  tabic 
is  iofficiently  accmate. 

As  to  the  deaths^  a  difficulty  almoft  infurmountable  oc* 
txgSm  It  has  been  an  inunemorial  cnftom  to  ufe  the  mort« 
doth  €Hr  pafi  only  for  perfons  above  10  years  of  ageig^nd 
thofe  burials  alone  are  recorded,  as  they  produce  ^  tax  to  the 
poor*  Paupers^  too,  being  exempted  from  this  tax»  are  not 
enrolled  in  the  regifter  of  burials. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  fupply  thefe  deficiencies  in 
the  regifter  by  calculation.  Of  children  borni  it  is  generally 
allowed  that  more  than  one  half  die  before  the  age  of  10 
years.  In  order,  however,  to  be  within  boundsi  and  making 
allowance  for  the  healthineis  of  the  climate,  the  deaths  under 
10  have  been  ftated  only  at  one  half  of  the  children  born. 

For  the  nnregifiered  deaths  of  paupers,  the  annual  average 
^f  2  has  been  taken,  as  approaching  nearly  to  the  truth* 


Pnftnt 

State  0/  Population, 

Malts. 

Fm. 

Total. 

Under  lo 

- 

92 

89 

181 

From  10  to    20 

- 

69 

86 

'SJ 

ao  to    5© 

- 

136 

'97 

333 

50  to    70 

- 

S3 

S3      . 

ic5 

70  to  100 

- 

9 

6 

•S 

359  43'  799 

The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755  was  895  fouls. 
Vol*  X*  Q  ^  Marriages^ 
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Marriages^  Births  and  Deaths,  for  aa  Tiart, 


rears. 

JUarriaget, 

Births. 

Death/, 

1771 

3 

22 

7 

1772 

3 

21 

17 

1773 

■'              2 

29 

3 

?774 

3 

»7 

7 

»77J 

10 

21 

2 

1776 

5 

35 

7 

1777 

4 

27 

3 

1778 

0 

27 

6 

1779 

6 

JP 

3 

1780 

8 

SI 

7 

178* 

9 

2i 

3 

»782 

s 

29 

3 

1783 

-          7 

32 

5 

1784 

^              3 

24 

5 

1785 

3 

2tf 

5 

1785 

5 

20 

2 

1787 

7 

21 

J 

1788 

-             tf 

21 

s 

1789 

6 

17 

3 

1790 

tf 

»4     ' 

6 

J  791 

-      -      3 

16 

4 

»79a 

8 

t€ 

9 

Total 


109 


497 


Averages. 


|((,  Births  recorded 
Add  5  annuallj 


497 
no 


Total        607 
4vcr?gc  of  22  years 


»*7 


>7 


»^4 
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i^i  Dcttlu  recorded  •       ^       iijf 

■  ndder  lo,  bf  calculation     303 

■  f  f   t  of  paupersi  annually  t         44 

Total        464 
Average  of  2a  years        *        it 

)d.  For  the  atrerage  of  Matriages^  the  fiim  of  5  annnally 
aiay  be  afltuned  *• 

AD  Ite  iohabitatits  of  Aberfoyle  cotifift  of  farmi rs,  01* 
t^rmeOf  (virhofe  oambcr  b  about  38),  a  lew  fpbtenaots^ 
fbepherds,  cottagers,  and  hatidicraftfmenj  with  th^r  refpcc^ 
tive  bmWv^,  Of  handicraftfcnenj  vi2.  fmithi,  taytors,  Ifaoe* 
makers,  weavers,  mafons,  and  i^rpcnters,  the  number  h  about 

The  nuaiber  of  inhabited  hbufes  is  157,  whicbt  ^  the 
common  calculatioo  of  5  perfons  to  every  fimily,  corresponds 
tery  nearly  with  the  aftuai  pop^lation  of  the  parilti. 

From  the  idx>ve  tfibles  may  be  feen  tbe  annual  praportion 
between  the  births,  marriagesi  and  deaths,  and  ti^ie  whole 
population  of  the  pariih.  The  produce  of  every  marriage 
S|pp6irs»  at  a  medium,  to  be  nearly  6. 

All  the  inhi^a^ts  are  of  the  eftabliOled  Churcb»  except 
ting  5  or  6  families,  i^ho  are  Mfonjorants,  and  adhere  to  the 
Epifcopi^tn  form  of  worihip.  There  are  2  poor  perfons 
from  the  remote  Highlands  who  profefs  the  Roman  Catholie 
fidth.    The  Seccffion  is  altogether  unknown. 

The 

*  The  Inhabitants  of  this  parifli  generally  arrive  at  a  good 
bid  age.  There  are  now  living  7  or  8  perfons  above  8o.  In 
January  i793f  ^  ^^^  died  at  the  age  of  g** ;  and  the  grave- 
digger  pf  the  parifli,  whofe  age  is  101,  is  ftill  alive,  and»  till 
Within  thefe  fcv^  weeks,  has  been  able  to  perform  his  office  re- 
pdarly. 
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The  people  are^  in  general>.  Tober,  iaioftrloii^  aod  e0dirt6* 
ous  to  ftrangers.  They  ai^  contQOted  with  iheir  condition^ 
and  firmly  attached  to  Govurnment.  It  b  but  jaftica  to  add, 
that,  in  the  late  ferment  which  prevailed  in  feme  parts  of  the 
country,  they  continued  to  exprels  an  unifoniiabhorrenoe  of 
all  feditious  and  levelling  princ^les* 

'  Pfodoffhm. — ^The  arable  ground  in  Aberfoyk  beari  bnt  an 
Inconfiderable  proportion  to  that,  which  Is  coipioyed  in  ft£* 
ture.  Of  this  proportion,  however,  no  predfe  eiUm^tecan 
iibw  be  ofiered*  The  fields  are  employed  in  nifing  oats^ 
barley,  peafe,  potatoes,  and  flax.  Peafe  are  not  mueh  cQk»* 
vated,  on  atcount  of  the  wctnefs  of  the  dimsite.  Of  potatoes 
aftd  flax,  only  fo  pxuch  is  rsftfed  as^  is  faflfcicnt  for  immediate 
tllfe.  The  hills  are  akogether  occupied  in  the  pafture  of 
fheep,  goats  having  been  profcribed,  on  account  of  thoMijorjr 
the^  do  to  the  woods.  Black  cattle,  of  a  fnndl  breeds  are 
reared  with  advantage  on  the  lower  grounds. 

It  may  be  obferved  in  general,  that  the  upper  part  of  the 
parifli,  which  occupies  by  hr  the  greateft  fiiperficial  extent^ 
confifts  of  fheep  farms ;  and  the  lowef  part,  of  cultivated 
grounds.  The  pofTeflbrs  of  the  flieep  farms  feldom  raife^fo. 
much  grain  as  is  fufficient  for  themfelves,  and  for  their  ihepi«' 
herds.  The  farmers  in  the  lower  diftrift  generally  raife  a 
Sttle  more  than  is  fufficient  for  their  own  confumpt.  The 
leafes  on  the  (beep  (arms  are  given  for  9  years  $  thofe  on  the 
grain  farms  for  18  years. 

The  cultivation  of  fown  grafles  dn  fcarcely  be  faid  ta 
have  been  yet  Introduced  amongft  us,  a  few  of  the  more  in* 
duftrious  tenants  only  laying  down  an  acre  or  two,  for  the 
benefit  of  their  milch  cows.  The  culture  of  field  turnip  is 
almoft  unknown,  though  praAifed  fuccefsfuUy  by  Mr  Graham 
of  Gartmore»  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  only. 

Kext 


Mtmt  to  tho  bfteiiag  of  (heep»  the  nioft  advantageous 
mode  of  faroMg  H:the  winteriag  of  black  cattle,  for  which 
many  farms  io  this  pa^ifh  are  peeuliarly  adapted,  by  the  iheU 
ter  which  the  woods  afford  againft  the  iodcoiencies  of  the 
weather;  When  the  fnows  cover  the  ground,  the  cattle  are 
fed  with  hay  of  the  natural  graft  produced  on  the  bogsi  and 
cat  down  in  Auguft.  The  cattle  are  bought  in  at  from  2  U 
10  s.  to  3  h  15  s.  in  November,  and  ibid  in  May,  to  be  £tt- 
tencd  for  fhe.  botcher.  The  average  profit  has^  for  fome 
yean  paft,  been  from  18  s«  to  20  s. 

Wooly  too, «  a  confideraUe  article  of  commerce  \  it  is  fold 
from  5  a.  to  9  s.  or  10  s.  pvr  fiofie««  The  £urmer  is  alio  aflifl- 
ed  HI  making  up  hk  rent  by  the  fale  of  butter  and  chcofe. 
'In  conmeraring  the  prod^Aioos  of  Abcrfoylc,  its  eztenfive 
aod  valoable  woods,  confining  principally  of  oak,  muft  not 
-be  omitted.  The  whole  woods  of  this  parifh  (including  about 
a  24th  part  on  the  ootlkirts  of  the  neighbouring  pariih)  are 
divided  into  24  lots  or  parcels,  one  of  which  k  annually  fold^' 
and  cut  dowai  fo  that,  in  24  ^ears,  the  whole  woods  are  cut 
down,  and  the  fame  rotation  again  ready  to  commence.  By 
the  prefent  regulation,  the  purchafer  is  obliged  to  leave  for 
fiandards,  400  trees  of  24  years  growth,  8  of  48  years,  and 
8  of  72  yean.  From  the  diAance  of  market,  the  timber 
brings  little  price ;  it  is  generally  ftrppoTed  that  it  jiays  the  ex- 
pence  of  cutting,  and  ftripping  off"  the  bark.  The  bark  itfclf 
fcllsi  at  prefent,  at  i  $•  6d.  per  ftone.  It  is  driven  to  water- 
carriage  at  Stirling. 

Proprietor  and  Rent.-^The  property  of  this  parifh  was  an- 
ciently vefted  in  the  Grahams,  Earl  of  Monteith  %  but,  on 
the  failure  of  heirs- male  of  that  family  about  the  end  pf  the 
hit  century,  their  eftate  came  to  the  £imily  of  Montro(e. 
The  Duke  of  Montrofe  is  now  fole  heritor  in  thb  parilh» 

being 
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being  9t  the  fane  titAit  patroo»  proprietor,  and  fuperidr,  tti^ 
otpting  that  a  fingle  <arm  (Drumlane)  holds  blench  of  tho 
Duke  of  Argyle. 

No  eftimate  can  no#  be  given  of  the  land  rent  of  the  pa* 
rift.  Some  of  the  fheep  htms  rent  as  high  as  70 1  80 1.  and 
evea  150 1.  The  medioni  rent  of  the  grain  farms  is  about 
ao  1.  or  30 1.  The  valuation  of  the  whole  parifh  is  ipdoL* 
^a.  8d.  Scotch. 

Abont  the  beginning  of  this  centurf,  it  became  neceflarjf 
to  ftation  a  company  of  foldiers  at  Inverfnaid,  in  rhe  parifb  of 
Buchanan,  in  order  to  fnpprefs  the  depredations  of  freeboot« 
eri|  ^ho  then  infefted  this  neighboorhood.  Proper  barracha 
were  built  for  them,  and  a  very  toleraUe  road  carried  thrOu^ 
tbe  whole  kngth  of  this  parifli,  by  whidi  alone  Inverfnald  ia 
acccfGble.  Several  bridj^es  have  been  thrown  over  the  tor^ 
rents,  by  the  judicious  application  of  the  vacant  ftipend  which 
has  fallen  from  time  to  time  \  and  the  roads  are  ftill  iinpro« 
ving  under  the  attention  of  the  Duke  of  Mootrofe's  fador^ 
who,  with  great  propriety,  has  lately  converted  the  ftatuie 
Ijiibour  into  money* 

Poor  and  Schools. — ^The  number  of  poor  at  prefent  in  thtf 
parifh  roll  is  about  24.  Of  thcfe,  not  abofe  4  or  5  go  aboot 
as  common  beggars.  The  reft  are  able,  in  fome  meafurc,  to 
contribute  to  their  own  fubfiflence,  and  receive,  kom  time  to 
timCj  fome  aid  from  the  pariih  funds,  which,  at  an  average^ 
amount  to  22l.  annually.  They  conCft  of  the  following 
particulars,  viz. 

Annual  coUc^ons  in  the  church        *       L.  lO 
Tax  for  the  ufc  of  the  mort^loch         «  r« 

Proclamations  and  fines  "^  "*  3 

Thercf 

•  N.  B.  The  church.yard  of  Abcrfoyltf  }s  the  ufual  bnrying- 
place  for  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Port|  Drymen,  and  Bu- 
chanan. 


There  W^  befideSi.  thf  intcrefi  of  70  L  Sterlings  lodged  ia  the 
tfaok,  CD  behalf  of  the  poor  ^  50 1.  of  which  fum  were  be* 
queathed  to  this  parifh  by  the  late  Duke  of  Montrofe. 

B€^es  the  parochial  fchpol,  there  are  t^o  IcbooU  oniiie 
fouodatioo  of  the  Society  lor  propagating  Cbriftiao  Know- 
ledge; the  ooe  for  teachmg  read^gi.wriciog,  and  aclihimelic; 
aod  the  other  for  learning  giris  to  knit  and  few.  In  the  paro- 
chial ichobl,  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue  are  taught. 
Xh^mmber  of  youth  wha  attend  each  of  the  reading  fehools 
kf  mw  average,  between  30  and  40  *• 

4»  /WA-^The  common  fuel  of  this  country  is  peati  wUch  is 
fi^dentjy  abundant^  bot  precariaufly  obtained  in  this,  rainy* 
climate.    Of  wood  alfo,.  there  is  a  confiderable  fupply ;  bnt , 
coals  are  not  to  be  had  nearer  than  B^uinockburn»  at  the  ^(*^ 
tance  of  z%  miles. 
This  great  difiance  of  coal,  it  will  eafily  occur,  muft  ever 

.    prove 

•  Within  thefc  few  ycars^  the  wages  of  common  fcrvants 
have  increafed)  and  are  dill  increafing,  in  a  very  fapid  propor- 
tiont  from  the  great  encourafferoent  given  to  labourers  of  all 
ages  and  fezes  at  the  flouriihing  manufa^ores  of  Balfroa  and 
BonhiUy  which  lie  at  no  great  diflance. 

The  wages  ufually  given  at  preTenty  (A.  D.  1793)  in  thi^ 
Beighboorhoody  are  as  lollows ; 

To  men  fervants,  by  the  year,  from  8 1.  to  i  s  I.  Sterling. 

To  maid  fervants,  by  ditto,  from  3 1.  to  4 1.  10  s. 

To  a  day-labourer  in  huibandry,  from  10  d*  to  iz*  per  day« 

To  a  carpenter,  10  d. 

To  a  maibn,  i  s. 

To  a  taylor,  8  d. 
Jn  all  thefe  inftances,  the  above  wages  are  given  befides  visuals; 
Of  all  fach  articles  of  provifion  as  are  produced  and  fold  on 
the  fpot,  the  prices,  at  a  medium,  are  as  follows : 


Butter, 

us*  per  ftone. 

Cheefe, 

/   5  s.  per  ditto. 

Barley, 

16  s  per  boll. 

Oats, 

16  s.  per  ditto. 

Pat-mc»Iy 

i^s.  per  ditto. 
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prove  an  infopenble  bar  to  the  introduAion  of  any  confider- 
able  manufadures  in  this  neighbourhood :  nor  can  this  natu- 
ral difadvantage  be  removed,  except  by  rendering  the  Upper 
Forth  navigable  for  fmall  veflels ;  and  this  (cems  to  be  an 
objeA  which  might  be  accompliflied  at  no  great  expence. 
The  hVL  of  the  river,  in  its  whole  conrfe  from  the  eaftera 
extremity  of  tlus  parifli,  through  the  great  mofs,  to  Stirling, 
is  very  inconfiderable  $  and  the  ground,  confifting  almoft 
wholly  of  mofi  and  clay,  is  eafily  wrought.  It  is  well  known, 
that,  about  30  years  ago,  this  very  undertaking  was  agita« 
ted^  and  a  particular  eftimate  of  the  work,  and  of  its  ex- 
pence,  made  out  by  Mefib  Golborne  and  Watt,  under  the 
direction  of  the  late  Lord  Cathcart,  then  PreGdent  of  the 
Board  of  Police.  But  that  fcheme,  which  promired  fo  fairly 
fer  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  Highlands  and  low  country, 
was,  on  fome  account  or  other,  unfortunately  abandoned. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  that,  in  this  age  of  public  fpirit  and  im- 
provements, the  great  proprietors  in  the  neighbourhood  will 
be  yet  induced  to  procure  the  benefits  of  an  inland  naviga- 
tion to  a  country  which  the  cheapnefs  of  living,  the  abun* 
dance  of  running  water,  and  of  wood  fitted  for  every  kind  of 
machinery,  feem  to  point  out  as  a  proper  feat  for  cotton- 
works  and  Ueachfieldf.  Add  to  thefe  natural  advantages  of 
this  neighbourhood,  its  ioexhauflible  rocks  of  flate,  which,  if 
water-carriage  coi^ld  be  obtainedf  would  be  alone  fuiHcient  to 
fupply  the  confumpt  of  the  populous  countries  adjacent  to 
the  banks  of  the  Forth,  from  its  foarce  to  the  Tea.  Here» 
it  would  feem,  that,  in  fuch  an  event,  a  woollen  manuLAure 
might  be  advantageoufly  eftabliflied.  Situated  in  the  very 
opening  of  the  Highlands,  the  wool  of  the  wcftcrn  d'tftri^ 
of  Perthfliire,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Argylefliire,  would 
iind  a  market  of  eafy  accefs ;  and  the  proprietors  and  oc- 
popiers  of  fheep  farms  znight  be  induced  to  pay  that  atten- 

tioa 


tf  AbetfoyU.  fvi 

<kMi  to  the  imprpvement  of  this  ftaple  of  our  country  which 
k  merits* 

ASjfi^^Uaneous  Obfervations, — ^In  antient  times,  the  Gaelic 
laogyage  aloae  was  fpoken  in  this  parifh  \  and,  even  in  the 
mcqtlory  of  man^  it  extended  many  miles  farjther  down  the 
CQuntry  than  it  now  does.  The  limits  of  this  antient  tongue, 
^wever,  are  daily  narrowed  here  as  every  where  cUe,  by  the 
increafipg  intercourfe  with  the  )ow  country.  At  prefent, 
every  body  underftaads  Eoglifh,  though  the  Gaelic  is  chiefly 
in  uie.  The  feryicc  in  church  is  performed  in  £ngli/h  1^ 
the  forenoon,  and  in  Gaelic  in  the  afternoon. 

The  ftipeii4  is  6^1.  los.  in  money,  together  with  a  cba)»i 
der  of  barley,  and  a  cbalder  of  oat*mcal.  The  glebe  confifts 
of  above  15  Scotch  acres  of  ground  of  good  quality,  partly 
arable,  and  partly  meadow.  The  manfe  is  a  commodious 
building,  and  in  good  repair.  The  churcljt  is  a  forry  edifice  \ 
but  is  about  to  receive  fome  repairs,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
rendCT  it  a  decent  place  of  worfhip^ 

The  antiquities  of  this  parifii  are  neither  numerous  nor 
important.  On  a  rifing  ground,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  manfe,  and  facing  the  fouth,  there  is  a  circle  of  (lones, 
which  there  is  room  to  believe  to  be  a  relic  of  Druid ifm. 
|t  confifts  of  10  large  Aones,  placed  circularly,  with  a  larger 
one  in  the  middle.  They  feem  to  have  (lood  originally  on 
one  end,  but  have  now  fallen,  and  are  partly  funk  into  the 
earth.  From  this  circumftance,  it  feems  to  be,  that  the 
Highlanders,  when  fpeakiog  of  the  kirk  of  Abcrfoyle,  uni- 
formly make  ufe  of  the  term  C/acban,  u  e,  the  circle  of 
ftones ;  and  the  fame  term  is  ufed  when  f|)eakiog  of  many 
other  places  of  worfhip,  both  in  the  Highlands  and  in  the 
low  country,  places  where  it  is  probable  that  fuch  circles  did, 
pr  do  ftill,  exift. 
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In  a  very  fmall  illand  in  Lochard»  are  (till  to  be  leen  the 
ruins  of  a  ca(lle»  reported  by  univerfal  tradition  to  have  i)oea 
built  by  the  the  Duke  of  Albany,  uncle  to  James  L  of  Scot- 
land. He  is  faid  to  have  intended  it  for  a  retreat,  almoft 
inacceffible  by  its  fituation,  when  he  was  under  apprehen* 
&om  of  being  profecuted  on  account  of  his  ambitious  deiigns. 
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i^ARISH    OF    CULR05S. 

(Synod  of  Efe. — Prejbyiery  of  Dunfermline. — County  of 
Perth.) 

By  the  iRevennd  MeJprs'R.O'&jLKT  RoLLAND  and  WALTER 
M^Alpine. 


Name,  JSxient,  i^c* 


THE  proper  name  Culrofsi  which  equally  belongs  to  thb 
town  and  parifli,  is  eridentlf  of  Gaelic  origin^  and  is 
compounded  of  two  words,  viz.  Cnl  and  Rofs ;  the  firll, 
Cu/j  fignifying  back,  or^  more  properly,  what  Is  expreiTed  by 
Clunis  in  Latin  i  and  Raft,  a  peninfula ;  the  pcninfiila  here 
referred  to,  being  the  whole  diftriA  between  the  Friths  of 
Tay  and  Forth,  and  which  formerly  went  under  the  general 
name  of  R^i.  Thtt  parifh  lies  along  the  N.  fliore  of  the 
Frith  of  Forth*  The  barony  of  Kincardine,  contiguoos  there- 
to on  the  W.  formerly  belonged  to  it,  but  was  disjoined  in 
the  year  1672,  and  united  to  Tolliallan.  The  extent  of  the 
pari(h  is  4  miles  from  E.  to  W.  and  about  the  fame  froth 
N.  to  S.  making  nearly  a  regular  fquare,  and  containing 
8145  acrei,  Scotch  meafure.  Of  thefe,  nearly  one  third 
to  the  N.  and  W.  coniift  chiefly  of  marfh  and  ihuir, 
hardly  capable  of  any  other  improvement  than  that  of  plant- 
ing, to  which  a  confiderable  part  have  already  been  ap- 
pliedj  and  with  much  fuccefs|  by  the  federal  proprietors  \  in 

particular. 


i^  Stailftkal  Accouni 

particular^  a  very  eztenfive  plantation,  begun  in  the  jeH 
1752  hf  the  late  Earl  of  Duodonaldi  and  confiderably  en« 
larged  by  the  prefent  Earl,  comprehending  800  Scotch  acres, 
in  a  very  thriving  condition.  The  N.  £•  part  of  the  parifli, 
though  moftly  arable,  is,  in  general,  poor  and  barren.  To- 
wards the  middle  and  S.  the  foil  is  either  of  a  rich  clay  or 
dark  loam,  extremely  fertile,  and  capable  of  the  higheft  cul- 
tivation. Till  of  late,  very  little  wheat  was  raifed  in  the  pa- 
rifh,  and  hardly  any  fown  grafs,  except  by  a  few  of  the  gen- 
flemeti  ;  but  no^  the  tenant,  iu  common  with  the  proprietor, 
begins  to  adopt  the  moft  approved  rotations  and  modes  of 
culture ;  fuch  as  wheat  after  fallow,  with  lime  or  dung  ;  af- 
ter this,  drilled  peafe  or  beans ;  then  barley,  with  grafs  ieeds; 
Again,  if  the  foil  is  naturally  rich,  and  in  good  heart,  wheat, 
after  one  crop  of  grafs  \  bm,  if  otfaerwlfe,  it  is  allowed  to  re- 
main in  pafture  from  3  to  4  or  5  years,  when  it  is  btokesr  up 
for  oats,  to  which  a  fallow  or  green  crop  fucceeds.  As  a 
proof  how  much  the  culture  of  wheat  gains  ground,  one  hr^ 
mer,  in  1790,  had  upwards  of  30  acres  in  wheat;  but  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  cultivation  of  the  parifli  wjU  beft  appear 
by  the  ftatiflical  table. 

Manures^  Ploughs^  and  RenU — Themanures  ufed  are  limo, 
dung,  and  the  refufe  of  tan  pits.  The  former-  is  brought 
from  Lord  Elgin's  limeworks,  diftant,  at  a  medium,  6  milesw 
The  plbugh  which  is  now  moft  generally  in  ufe  is  the  light 
Engliih  plough,  upon  the  improved  plan  of  Mr  Clarke  of 
Newcaftle,  executed  by  Mr  Small  of  Blackadder-'Mount,  with 
fide  and  mould  board  of  caft  iron,  drawn  by  two  hories,  and 
managed  by  one  man,  without  a  driver.  Beft  croft  land 
near  the  town  pays  48  s.  per  acre,  in  fmall  parcels  of  2,  3, 
or  4  acres.  Beft  land  in  the  parifh,  when  let  out  in  large 
firms,  pays  30  s.  per  acre,  and  theiKe  declining  to  aoa. 

15  s. 


y  Cklr^k 


»3i 


ljs..«rid  10  s.  according  to  the  quality}  fitiiatioii»  and  \xsh 
provement  of  the  ground* 

Siatiftical  Table. 


For  crop  1791. 
Acres  in  wheat        -        181 
*   I  barley        «       280 

.  oats  •  .      -        799 

■  peaTe  &, beans  x68^ 


*Tr 


*  potatoes, 
»  tarnips 
-flax.       . 
-  fown  graft    - 
^  fallow 
I*  gardens    and 
orchards        -       « 
■■  arable  land  m 


67 

II 

22 

169 

70 
arable  land  m 

pafture  -  *  939 
Total  arable  landj  Acres  3308I. 
Plantations,  ditto  •  iioi 
Preparing  for  planting, 

ditto  -  -  200 
Natural  wood,  ditto  100 
Ploughs        -  "         S9 

Horfes        -        -  164 

Black  cattle  -  -  590 
Sheep        •        -  350 


Farmers  abo^e  50 1.  p^r 
annum        -         -  17 

Ditto  under  50  U        •       18 

Valued  rent,  Scotch 

L,  3623: 18: 3 

Real  rent,  Sterling,  a* 
bout        i*    •   «     L*  3000 


Population  in  1755 
—————  in  1791 


1695 
144* 

787 
373 


Males 

Females  . 

In  the  country 

In  the  town,  and  in  the 
villages  of  Blairbun^ 
and  Laigh  Valley- 
field,  adjacent  thereto  10(9 

Houfes  in  the  country        7a 

■  in  •  the     town 

and  fuburbs        -         203 

Married  men  and  wo- 
men       -         -  505 

Unmarried  men  above 
50        -        •        •       12 
Unmarried 


•  Late  oau  are  now  given  up  by  the  judicious  farmer,  and 
the  early  fort  almoft  univerfally  fubftituted  in  their  ftead,  par- 
ticularly the  Blainfley,  which  fecms  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
foil  of  tht  pariflu 


»54^ 
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XTnmarried  womenabore 

40        .       -       .  49 

Widowers        -        -  29 

Widows        -          -  77 

Under  10         -    *    -  249 

From  10  to  20        -  291 

From  ±0  to  50        -  627 

From  50  to  80        •  248 

From  80  to  90        •  23 

i^bove  90        •         •  4 

Shoemakers        •        -  21 

Tanner         *         -  i 

Wcavcw        -         -  72 

Taylors        •            •  9 

Carpenters  and  wriglits  17 

Mafons        -         •>  16 

Bakers            -        -  7 

Smiths        •        •        -  .6 

Butchers        -        •  3 

Brewer            ..         .  i 

Llcenfed  alehoufes        «  1 1 

Schoolmafter,  parochial  i 

DittOj  priTate  •          -  2 


Scholars  at  the  pflroddal 

fcbool,  viz. 
Learning  Latin,  at  2s. 

6  d.  per  quarter 
■■     '      arithmetic 


at 


ditto 


■  Englifh  at    i  s. 

6  d.  per  ditto 
Total 
Income  of  the  fchool^ 

mafter,    cxclofive    of 

fees        -       L.  1 8  :  7 
Scholars  at  the  private 

fchools 
In  178^1  marriages     - 
■    *  births,  males 

'  ^— —  females 


—  deaths 


In  1789,  marriages 
— — -  births,  males  f 

'  '■     '■■* females 

■■     ■     ■    deaths 
In  1790,  marriages 


20 
76 


4« 
12 

26 

^4 
16 
It 

t8 

20 

14 
In 


*  Befides  thefe,  a  well  accomplidied  female  (Mifs  Farquhar* 
fon)  teaches,  .with  fucccfs,  Englifli,  French,  writing,  (an  un- 
commonly fine  hand),  arithmetic,  geography,  and  Dcedle.work, 
She  has  7  boarders,  at  20!.  each  /vr  artKum  ;  and  5  day.fchb* 
lars,  at  los.  6d,  psr  quarter. 

+  The  diminution  of  births  in  1 789  is  to  be  attributed  to  a 
number  of  colliers  having  left  the  place,  by  a  flop  being  put  to 
the  coal  works  ;  and  the  incrcafe  of  deaths  in  1790,  to  the  ra- 
vages pf  the  fmall-pox.  The  practice  of  inoculation  now  be* 
gins  to  take  place  among  all  ranks  in  this  pariih  and  neighbour'* 
hood. 


lo  I790)  births,  xnalea      20        8,  emi^oyed  in  liut 
-<  ■         — — «•  females      30        bancbg^^i       *        *        97 
I       deaths        •         24    Maid  fervanta         •         100 


Mao  fcrvants  (all|  except  Dayi-laboureca       -         4$^ 

Heritors,  Cs'r.-p^There  are  10  heritors  in  the  pariflii  of 
whom  no  one  pofli:fles  more  than  600  L  land  rent ;  the  low* 
eft  about  60 1. ;  and,  from  this  to  the  higheft,  running. from. 
200  L  to  300  L  and  4001*  \  fo  that,  upon. the  whole,  proper* 
\j  is  more  equally  divided  here  than  in  moft  parilhcs,  AIL 
xht  heritors,  except  one,  reCide  in  the  parKh,  moft  of  them 
upon  their-  own  eftates,  to  the  improvement  of  vi^ich  thef 
have  been  attentive,  in  clearing,  fubdividing,  inclofing,  and 
planting  them,  and  in  fetting  an  example  of  good  hufbandry 
on  the  lands  in  their  own  pofleffion.  In  general,  they  are 
well  accommodated  with  houies,  feveral  of  which  are  plea- 
fantly  fituated,  e(peciaUy  thofe  on  the  banks  of*  the  Forth. 

Vallcyficld, 


*  Wages  of   an  ordinary  plowman,   5  !•  pir  annum^  with  3 

pecks,  or- 16  libti  oat^meal,  and  4d.  money  per  week,  board 

wages. 
Wages  of  a  complete  plowman,  7 1,  per  annum^  with  2  pecks 

oat-meal,  (weighing  16  lib.)  and  6d.  per  week. 
Wages  of  a  maid  icrvant  per  mnnutn^  from  2 1.  to  3 1. 
Wages  of  ia  day-labourer,  from  9  d,  to   1  s«  (where  conQant 

work  is  afforded  through  the  year)  ;  in  winter,  pd. 
Ditto,  for  temporary  employment,  jod. 
la fummer,  is. 
Wages  of  reapers  in.harveft, — for  a  man,  from  10  d.  to  i  s.  with 

breakfaft  and  dinner. 
For  a  woman,  from  7  d.  to  9  d«  with  the  fame  allowance  of 

viduals. 
A  journeyman  mafon,  per  day,  from  i  s.  6  d.  to  i  s.  8  d* 
A  houfe- carpenter,  from  t  s.  ad.  to  i s.  6d. 
Beef,  mutton,  and  veal,  fell  from  3  d.  to  4d.  per  lib.  Datch;— » 

a  good  fowl,  from  i  s.  to  i  s.  ad. — butter,  9d.  per  lib.  Tron; 

— -cggs»  ittia  j^d»  to  6 d, per  dozen ^-^rneal,  11  d.  or  is.  per 

peck. 
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VaUeyfidd,  the  fiirtheft  eaft,  bdongingto  Sir  CSiarles  Fret 
iMi)  is  a  modern,  eleganti  and  commodiout  houfe.  Next  td 
that|  on  the  weft,  is  the  Abbey  of  Culrorsi  (fo  called  from 
being  fituated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  old  abbey  or 
monaftery}*  built  by  Edward  Lord  Bruce  of  Kinlofs.  It  has 
a  magnificent  front  to  the  fouth»  and  a  turret  on  each  end, 
which,  with  the  hanging  gardens  declining  towards  the 
Forth,  give  it  a  very  noble  appearance.  The  houfe,  and 
grounds  adjacent,  came  by  marriag^e  into  the  pofleffion  of  the 
fiimily  of  Dundonald,  whofe  feat  it  now  is.  Adjacent  to  the 
Abbey  is  the  churchy  and,  immediately  below  this  laft, 
fiands  the  town  of  Culrofs,  one  ftreet  of  which  is  built  upon 
the  declivity  of  a  fieep  hill,  running  directly  north  from  the 
fea ;  the  reft  runs  along  the  (bore,  at  right  angles  therewith. 
Almoft  every  houfe  has.  a  garden  with  fniit-trees  belonging 
to  ih  The  town  altogether,  ^fpecially  in  the  approach  fronv 
the  harbour,  has  a  very  piAurefque  ^nd  magnificent  appear- 
ance. The  town  was  ereded  into  a  royal  borough  in  the 
year  1588,  having  its  charter  from  James  VI.  in  the  aad  of 
his  reign,  and  in  conjundion  with  Stirling,  Dunfermline, 
Ioner)ceithing,  and  South  Queensfcrry,  fends  a  reprisfenta- 
tive  to  Parliament.  The  (bore  oppofite  to  the  town  being 
flat,  with  funk  rocks  interfperfedt  to  a  confiderable  depth, 
renders  the  accefs  for  Ihips  of  burthen  incommodious  \  not- 
withftanding  of  which,  however,  when  the  great  coalwork 
fiourifiied  here  under  Sir  George  Bruce,  a  very  confiderable 
trade  was  carried  on,  and  different  articles  of  foreign  luxury 
diftributed  from  this  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  even  as  far 
a^  Perth.  At  prefent,  there  is  no  foreign  trade  direAly  from 
the  place ;  but  there  is  a  regular  ferry  every  day  to  Borrow- 
ftounnefs,  from  which  all  the  different  articles  of  merchant 
dize,  are  conveyed  here  at  an  eafy  ezpence.  The  fpring*. 
tides  rife  here  from  15  to  16  feet*    Further  weft,  and  upon 
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the  basks  of  the  Fortb^  is  Caftlchill,  antiently  called  Dunne^ 
marie  CaftU^  that  is^  in  the  Gaelic  languagCi  the  Caftle  by  or 
mar  ihi  fea^  from  a  fort  or  ftroag  hold  of  the  Macduffs, 
Thanes  of  Fife,  faid  to  be  their  utmoft  boundary  to  the  weft- 
ward.  According  to  tradition,  it  was  here  that  the  cruel 
murder  of  Lady  Macduff  and  her  chiidreui  by  order  of  Mac- 
beth, fonning  an  affeAing  incident  in  Shakefpeare's  tragedy 
of  that  name,  was  perpetrated.  The  cafile  is  in  ruins  \  but 
a  finer  fitaation  for  a  houfe  can  hardly  be  imagined.  Mext 
to  that,  in  the  fame  direAion  weAward,  is  BlaircafUe,  the 
feat  of  Robert  Dandas,  Efquire,  'a  ftrong  old  houfe,  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  Hamilton  Archbifhop  of  St  Andrews, 
about  the  time  of  the  Reformation. 

Surface^ — ^There  are  no  mountains ;  but,  in  general,  the 
land  ftands  high,  rifing  fuddenly  from  the  fhore  (which  is  a 
dead  fiat)  to  a  confiderable  height,  thence  declining  north- 
wards by  a  gradual  defcent,  till  near  the  middle  of  the  parlih, 
from  which  again  it  rifes  to  about  the  fame  height,  and  near- 
ly  by  the  fame  angle  as  upon  the  fouth  fide,  thus  running 
from  E.  to  W.  in  two  inclined  planes,  fomewhat  in  the  form 
of  a  book  when  opened.  Through  the  intermediate  channel 
or  bottom,  runs  a  fmall  fiream,  called  the  Bluther,  which, 
uniting  with  another,  called  the  Grange,  falls  into  the  fea 
at  Newmill-bridge,  forming  the  eaftmofl:  boundary  of  the 
pari(h  and  county.  Thefe  ferve  to  drive  two  corn-mills, 
from  which  the  parifii  is  fupplied  with  meal.  One  of  thefe 
being  feldom  deficient  in  water,  and  completely  fitted  up  for 
making  flour,  pot  barley,  &c.  cargoes  of  wheat  are  frequent- 
ly brought  to  it  from  Dunfermline,  Borrowftounnefs,  and 
other  places,  to  be'grc^und,  which  renders  it  not  only  a  valu- 
ible  pofiefiion  to  the  proprietor,  but  a  public  benefit  to  the 
neighbourhood.    Thefe  fireams  might  perhaps  be  rendered 

Vol.  X,  S  flill 
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ftill  more  valUablci  hj  their  application  to  other  maaufac*' 
tares. 

Popu/afhn,  bfc. — From  the  mimber  of  aged  in  the  tabk, 
in  proportion  to  that  of  the  whole  inhabitants,  and  by  com-' 
paring  the  births  with  the  deaths,  it  will  appear,  that  the 
} xople  are,  in  general,  healthy  ;  nor  is  there  any  difeafe  that 
can  be  called  epidemical  in  the  place,  though  it  has  been  re- 
marked, that,  withrn  a  given  period,  more  have  been  carried 
off  by  confumptrons  than  by  any  other  difeafe.  For  the  dc- 
creafe  of  papulation  from  1755  to  1791,  the  folio  wing  caufes- 
may  be  affigned : 

l/l,  In  the  country  part  of  the  parifh,  many  of  the  gentle* 
men  having  taken  a  larger  proportion  of  land  into  their  own 
management,  cither  with  a  view  to  improvement,  or  for  their 
own  accommodation,  but  chiefly  the  former.  2(U)^,  The  ufe  of 
the  two  horfe  ploughs  having  prevailed  of  late  almoft  univer* 
fally,  by  which  a  driver  to  each  plough  is  faved.  •  3^^,  The 
improvements  which  have  taken  place  in  hufbandry,  efpeci- 
ally  a  more  proper  rotation  of  crops,  and  confeqnently  a 
more  judicious  didributlon  of  labour  between  the  different 
feafons,  by  which  one  plough,  and  om:  man,  can  be  made  to 
execute  as  much  work,  and  to  much  better  purpofe,  than 
formerly  could  h^ve  been  done  by  two  ploughs,  and  four 
men.  4/^/y,  (Partly  in  confcquence  of  the  above)  Gentle- 
men being  accuAomed  to  let  out  their  lands  in  larger  farms 
than  formerly,  by  which  means  they  have  not  only  better 
fecurity  for  tlicir  rents,  but  the  lands  likewife  kept  in  better 
heart  and  orJcr,  being  let  to  more  fubftantial  tenants.  Thefc 
caufes  account  for  the  diminution  of  population  in  the  coun- 
try part  of  the  parifli.  The  following  are  afligncd  for  the 
decreafe  in  the  town:  ly?,-  The  lofs  or  decay  of  feveral 
branches  of  manufacture  formerly  carried  on  therc^  particu^ 

lariy 
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larlj  girdlemaking  •  and  (hocmaking ;  the  former  !}  now 
fupplanted  by  the  Carron-work  ;  the  latter  was  firft  checked 
by  the  laft  American  war,  which  put  a  Aop  for  a  while  to 
the  export  trade,  and,  by  this  difcoiiragement,  has  gradually 
fallen  into  decay.  2rf/y,  A  prejudice,  arifing  from  the  above, 
that,  where  one  or  two  branches  of  bufincfs  have  f\iled,  no 
other  can  fucceed ;  hence  young  men  of  aftivity,  after  finifh- 
ing  their  edacation,  never  think  of  fettling  at  home,  but  look 
abrcxui  to  fome  other  place  for  employment.  And,  ^^ly^t 
The  flouriibing  fiate  of  manufa£lures,  efpecially  of  lace,  in 
Dunfermline  and  Glafgow,  and  the  numerous  buildings  and 
public  works  carrying  on  in  Edinburgh,  by  which  all  the 
furplus  hands  hare  been  drained  off. 

Ecclefta/lical  State. — There  are  two  mlnifters  in  the  parifh, 
the  charge  being  collegiate.  The  Earl  of  Dgndonald  patron. 
The  ftipend  of  the  firft  minifter  confifts  of  60  bolls,  Lin- 
lithgow meafure,  of  viftual,  and  48 1.  17  s.  morey.  Hut 
the  vi(9ual  being  paid  in  fmail  proportions,  and  in  different 
kinds  of  grain,  viz.  barley,  pcafe,  and  oats  ^  and  the  money, 
'  confiding  partly  of  feu-duties  that  formerly  belongeu  to  the 
Abbacy  of  Culrofs,  and  colleded  in  fmall  iums  from  a  varie- 
ty of  hands,  render  the  ftipend  of  lefs  value  ;  fo  that  it  may 
amount,  communibus  annis^  to  fomething  Icfs  than  icol-  with 
a  manfe,  glebe  of  4  acres,  and  a  fmall  garden.  This  miniiler 
has  befidcs,  by  the  donation  of  private  perfons,  three  fourths 
of  an  acre  of  garden  ground  ;  Uut  no  ground  for  grafs,  nor 
any  allowance  for  it.  The  fecond  minifter^s  fti^^cnd,  by  an 
augmentation  obtained  in  May  1791,  confifts  of  8  chalders 
visual,  and  400  merks,  Scotch  money,  and  amounts,  at  a 
medium,  to  112I.  or  from  that  to  118I.  per  atvutm.  He 
has  neither  ihanfc,  glebe,  nor  garden,  from  the  parifh  ;  but 

bas^ 
*  I,  e.  iron  girdles  for  baking. 
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has,  by  donation  or  fubfcription,  an  old  houfe  and  fmall  gar« 
den  belonging  to  him,  with  the  intereft  of  20 1.  Sterling, 
which  yield,  one  year  with  another,  allowing  for  the  repairs 
of  the  old  houie,  4 1.  There  is  an  allowance  for  communion 
elements  of  100  merks  Scotch,  or  5  1.  lis.  j^d.  Sterling. 

Poor,  and  Poor^s  Funds. — The  poor  within  the  parifli  a- 
mount  in  all  to  67,  of  whom  14  are  upon  the  weekly  roll, 
having  a  regular  allowance,  and  therefore  may  be  confidered 
as  wholly  dependent  upon  the  public  funds ;  but  there  are 
53  who  receive  aid  only  occaGonally,  and  are  partly  fupport- 
ed  by  their  own  labour,  and  other  accidental  fupplies.  There 
are  no  begging  poor.  The  funds  are,  the  intereft  of  500  K 
lent  out  at  5  per  cent,  which  ftock  has  arifen  from  voluntary 
donations  made  to  the  poor  by  different  perfons  at  different 
times,  and  the  favings  of  public  colleAions  formerly  made  ; — 
the  weekly  collections  at  the  church  doors ; — in  times  of 
fcarcity  or  dearth,  the  heritors  have  voluntarily  affefled  them- 
felves  to  fupply  the  extraordinary  demands  of  the  poor  ; — 
and  a  propofal  was  lately  made  and  agreed  to,  that  fuch  heri- 
tors as  did  not  refide,  or  were  of  a  different  communion  from 
the  eftabliflied  Church,  or  did  not  attend  the  church  regu- 
larly, Qiould  fend  a  certain  proportion  weekly  for  the  fupport 
of  the  poor  j  a  mean  of  fupporting  the  poor  equally  proper 
and  juft,  efpecialiy  in  country  parlfhes.  Befides  what  are 
properly  called  the  parifh  funds,  there  are  the  following 
hofpitals  ^d  charitable  foifhdations  belonging  to  the  place, 
or  in  which  it  has  an  intereft.  In  1637,  Thomas  Earl  of 
Elgin,  fon  of  Lord  Bruce  of  Kinlofs,  founded  and  endowed 
an  hofpiral  in  the  £.  part  of  the  town,  for  the  maintainance 
of  12  aged  perfons  of  the  borough  and  parifh  of  Culrofs,  to 
be  prefented  by  him  and  his  male  fucceffors,  and  commiflion- 
crs  appointed  for  that  cffeft,  rcfcrving  power  to  him  and  his 

heirs 
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lieirs  to  nominate  others,  though  not  of  the  parifli  of  CuIroG, 
In  16391  GtOTgt  Bruce  of  Carnock  founded  and  endowed  an 
hofpital  in  the  W.  part  of  the  town,  for  the  maintainance  of  6 
decayed  poor  and  aged  women,  widows  of  colliers  or  falters,  or 
of  tbat  kind,  fome  time  workers  in  Culrofs  or  Kincardine ; 
and,  if  thefe  be  deficient,  to  other  decayed  poor  and  aged 
widow  women  in  the  parifh  of  Culrofs.  They  had  a  houfe 
and  garden  for  their  accommodation,  and  24  bolls  of  meal 
for  their  fupport.  Robert  Bill,  M.  D.  who  was  born  at 
Culrofs,  and  refidedin  London,  mortified  the  fum  of  600 1. 
Sterling  ;  the  intereft  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  four  de- 
cayed tradefmeo,  and  two  decayed  tradefmen's  widows,  the 
education  and  putting  to  apprenticelhip  focne  young  perfons 
of  the  borough  of  Culrofs,  alfo  the  maintainance  of  a  burlar 
or  fcholar  at  the  Univerfity ;  he  died  at  London  in  1738  ; 
the  trufiees  are,  the  minifters,  magifirates,  dean  of  guild, 
and  fchoolmafter. 

ManufaElures. — ^There  is  no  manufaflure  of  any  note  at 
prefent  eftablifhed  in  the  parifh,  many  of  the  weavers  who 
reiide  in  it  being  employed  in  working  diapers  for  dealers  in 
Dunfermline,  or  cotton  cloths  for  thofe  in  Glafgow ;  but  there 
was  formerly  a  fpccies  of  manufafture  in  fome  meafure  peculiar, 
if  not  altogether  confined,  to  the  place,  from  30  to  40  handj 
having  been  ufually  engaged  in  it.  This  branch  was  that  of 
making  of  girdles,  a  kitchen  utenfil  well  known  in  Scotland 
for  toafting  unleavened  bread.  By  two  royal  grants,  one  of 
James  VL  and  the  other  of  Charles  IL  ratified  in  Parliament 
in  the  year  1669,  the  girdlefmiths  of  Culrofs  had  the  folc 
and  cxclufive  privilege  of  making  girdles,  which  were  in- 
vented by  them;  but,  in  the  year  17127,  the  Court  of  Seifion 
found  that  no  monopolies  of  this  kind  could  be  granted,  in 
prejudice  of  any  royal  borough.     The  decline  of  that  nianu- 

fafturc 
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h&MTt  in  Culrofsi  which  has  now  dwindled  almoft  to  no- 
thing, iS|  however,  not  fo  much  to  be  afcribed  to  the  lofs  of 
the  patent,  as  to  t&e  cheaper  mode  of  making  girdles  by  the 
Carron  Company  from  the  power  of  machinery,  the  more, 
frequent  and  general  ufe  of  ovens,  togethfr  with  the  pt»-fe<- 
rence  now  pretty  generally  given  to  wheat  bread  in  every 
part  of  the  country.  Under  this  article  of  maoufadtures,  it 
may  be  proper  to  mention  the  new  and  ingenious  method  of 
cxtrafting  tar  from  coal,  now  commonly  known  by  the  name 
^f  Britijb  tar,  and  which  was  6rft  praftifcd  at  Culrofs  by  the  , 
prefent  Earl  of  Dundonald ;  but  of  this  and  the  other  difco- 
Teries  made  by  his  Lordfliip  in  practical  chemiftry,  and  in 
different  branches  of  natural  phiiotophy,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
a  particular  and  fatisfaAory  account  will  be  given  to  the 
iforld  by  his  LordQiip's  own  hand, 

Fi/beries.-^ThcTt  are  but  icvr  fifh  caught  upon  what  arc 
ftriftly  called  the  (hores  of  Culrofs  ;  but  on  thofe  of  Kincar- 
dine, which  formerly  belonged  to  Culrofs,  large  quantities, 
to  a  confiderable  value,  are  fometimes  caught,  efpecially  her* 
rings,  and  a  fmall  but  delicate  fifh,  called  garvies,  Fhey  are 
taken  by  a  kind  of  fi(h  trap,  called  a  cruive,  made  of  wicker 
work,  and  compofed  of  three  different  parts ;  fir  ft,  a  large 
bafket,  of  an  ovat  form,  (.iioie  Itridtly  called  the  cruive)^  from 
p  to  lo  feet  in  length,  and  c^j'h  ai  both  ends,  but  conlider- 
ably  wider  at  one  end  than  the  other  \  the  wider  end  mea* 
furing  at  the  mouth  7  feet  m  diaa;eter,  and  the  bafket  taper-* 
ing  gradually  down  to  the  liiialler  end,  whofc  aperture  is  not 
mo'c  than  4  feet.  To  tnis  liiccei.-ds  what,  in  the  dialedl  of 
the  fifhers,  is  called  the  hung^  a  lefiTcr  bafket,  nearly  of  the 
faiDC  torm  with  the  cruive,  likewife  open  at  both  ends  \  and 
the  1  tii  is  the  weaty  about  4-^  feet  long.  The  fmaller  end  of 
thecruiveisinferted  into  the  mouth  of  the  bung^  and  the  fmall 

aperture 


tf  Culrofu  143 

aperture  of  the  bung  into  that  of  the  weal  \  the  end  of  the 
weal  which  is  left  out  being  entirely  clof(;ct.  1  bus  joined 
together,  they  are  placed  upon  their  fides,  at  a  convenient 
diftance  from  the  Ihore,  where,  during  the  fpring  tide,  they 
are  wholly  overflowed  at  high  water,  and  left^  dry  at  ebb, 
the  mouth  of  the  cruive  pointing  direftly  up  the  river  ;  by 
which  means  the  fifh  that  canae  up  with  the  flood,  returning 
again  with  the  ebb,  run  into  the  cruive,  from  thence  through 
the  bung  into  the  weal,  where,  not  being  able  to  recover  their 
way  into  the  water,  they  are  caught  by  the  fifhers  when  the 
tide  is  fully  out.  One  of  thefe  cruives  will  fometinies  yields 
of  herrings  and  garvies  in  a  fcafon,  to  the  value  of  61.  81. 
and,  in  an  extraordinary  good  year,  even  10  1.  There  are  at 
Kincardine,  4  miles  weft  from  Culrofs,  61  cruives  ;  at  Langan« 
nat,  a  mile  and  a  half  nearer  Culrofs,  83  *,  and  at  another  new 
Ration  midway  between  thefe,  nicknamed  by  the  filhcrs  Botany 
Bay^  35.  In  lucky  feafons,  fuch  as  was  the  year  1783,  it  was 
computed,  that  betwixt  Kincardine  and  Langannet,  there 
were  caught  of  fifh  to  the  value  of  1000 1.  and  upwards. 
The  cruive-fifhing  feafon  is  from  the  month  of  Auguft  till 
the  beginning  of  March,  in  the  darknefs  and  gloom  of  win- 
ter, and  even  amidft  all  the  horrors  of  the  tempeft,  the  fifhing 
of  the  cruives  exhibits  a  very  gay  and  enlivening  fcene  j  men 
and  women  of  all  ages,  and  ia  different  companies,  reforting 
to  them,  and  carrying  la.ups  of  flaming  charcoal,  which  arc 
fccn  at  a  diftance  through  the  dark,  moving  in  all  direftions, 
accompanied  with  the  mixed  cries  of  emulation,  merriment, 
and  hope.  The  cruives  belonged  originally  to  the  Abbot  of 
Culrofs;  but,  after  the  Reformation,  were  parcelled  out 
among  the  fcveral  proprietors  who  fuccceded  to  the  church 
lands. 

MitalSi  Minerals^  and  FoJJih. — In  the  parilh  is  great  abun- 
dance 
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dance  of  freeftone^  of  an  ezctUcai  ^mlity,  confidertble  q^um* 
titles  of  irooftone  and  fomc  ochre  i  aiid»  by  the  ii^eimiitf  of 
the  Earl  of  Dundonald,  there  have  lately  been  difco¥et«d  ao 
the  crofts  of  Cuirofs,  adjoiniog  to  the  town,  extenlive  and  deep 
beds  of  a  very  valuable  clay,  equal,  if  not  fnperior  in  «tfilit9r» 
for  pottery  and  gUfshoufe  purpofes,  to  that  which  is 'brought 
from  Stourbridge^  in  Worcefterlhire, 

Formerly«  the  eoalworks  of  Cuirolii  weoe  dbe  010ft  .*coafi* 
derable  in  Scotland }  it  being  ordained  by  aft  of  Pafriiamcnt 
us  166^}^  that  the  Cnlrofs  cbalder  fhottU  be  die  ftandou-d 
meafare  lor  Scotland  \  and  the  number  of  fait«'pans  then  in 
ule  asoonoted,  as  is  afierted,  to  no  le(s  than  50.  Thefe 
works  .s^)pear  to  have  been  in  their  moft  fiouriQiing  ftate  in 
thfi  reign  of  James  VL  a  little  before,  and  fome  timis  after, 
has  accefiion  to  the  crown  of  England.  They  were  then 
wrought  a  confiderable  way  onder  the  iea,  or  at  leaft  where 
the  Tea  overflowed  at  full  tide,  and  the  coals  were  carried  out 
to  be  (hipped  by  a  moat  within  the  fea^mark,  which  had  a  fuh* 
terraneous  communication  with  the  coal-pit  *•    One  cauie  to 

which 

*  There  is  a  tradition,  that  James  VI.  revifiting  his  native 
country,  made  an  cxcurfion  into  Fife  5  and,  rcfolving  to  take 
the  diverfion  of  hunting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dunfermline, 
invited  the  company  then  attending  him  to  dine  along  with 
him  at  a  collier's  houfcy  meaning  the  Abbey  of  Culrofs,  then 
belonging  to  Sir  George  Bruce.  Being  conduced,  by  his  own 
defirei  -to  fee  the  works  below  ground,  he  was  led  tnfenfibly  by 
hk  hod  and  guide  to  the  moat  above  mentioned,  it  being  then 
high  water  ;  upon  which,  having  afcended  from  the  ^coal-pit, 
and  fteing  himfeif,  without  any  previous  intimation,  furround^ 
a#  by  the  fea,  he  ^yas  feized  with  an  immediate  apprehenfion  of 
feme  plot  flgainfthn  liberty  or  life,  and  called  out,  Tieafon. 
But  bis  taithful  guide  quickly  difpelled  his  fears,  by  aifuring 
him  that  he  was  in  perfe^  fafety ;  and,  pointing  to  an  elegant 
pinnace  that  was  made  faft  to  the  moat,  defired  to  know  whe- 
ther it  was  moft  agreeable  to  his  Majefty  to  be  carried  afhore 
in  it,  or  to  return  by  the  fame  way  he  came  ;  ypon  which  the 

King, 


-     t)f  Cuirofs.  145 

wSidi  the  decliae  of  thde  works  *»  once  fo  flourifliiDgy  19 
aftribedy  »  a  Tiolent  ftorm  whkh  happened  the  'very  night 
on  which  King  James  died,  by  which  the  meaty  and  different 
parts  of  the  machinery,  were  either  greatly  damaged,  or  to« 
utiy  dtftN>yed«  From  this  (hock,  though  they  were  after- 
wards wrought  partially,  they  never  entirely  recovered,  and 
were,  for  a  time,  wholly  deferted.  At  prefent  there  is  a 
temporaty  iiipply  of  coal  procured  from  the  croppings  of  the 
dd  works,  and  gleanings  accidentally  left*  It  is*  certain^ 
however,  that  very  rich  Teams  of  coal  yet  remain,  efpe« 
ciaVly  00  the  lands  of  Valley  Beld,  belonging  to  Sir  C|^arles 
Pkrfton,  under  leale  to  the  Earl  of  Dundonald,  which,  on 
account  of  the  great  depth  at  which  they  lie,  cannot  be 
wrought  to  any  purpofe  without  the  expenditure  of  a  confi<» 
derable  fum  of  money ;  yet,  fituated  %s  they  are,  clofe  to  the 
ibore,  and  fo  commodioufly  for  exportation,  this  obftacle^ 
we  are  in  hopes,  will  be  foon  removed. 

Mifodkmmus  OiftrvaiiaM^'^Th^  public  roads  through  the 
poriih  of  Cuirofs  are,  in  general,  very  bad,  the  poft  road 
efpecially,  which,  being  conduced  too  clofe  to  the  fhore,  is 
thereby  overflowed,  at  fpring  tides,  to  a  great  depth,  render* 
iog  it  at  fuch  times  not  only  impaflable,  but  to  firangers  ex- 
tremely 

King,  preferring  the  fliortefi  way  back,  was  carried  diredly  a- 
(bore,  expreffing  much  iatibfadion  at  what  he  had  feen.  It  is 
ceruin,  that  at  that  time  the  King  was  fumptuoufly  entertain- 
ed at  the  Abbey,  fome  of  the  glafles,  &c.  then  made  ufe  of  ia 
the  dcfert  being  Sdil  prcferved  in  the  family ;  and  the  room 
where  his  Majefty  was  cateitained  ftili  retains  the  name  of  die 
Ktug's  room. 

*  A  curious  account  of  thefe  works  may  be  (cen  in  Taylor's 

Penny Icfs  Pilgrimage. 
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trcmcljr  dangerous.    There  is  no  prorpeft  of  having  this  cte» 
fbA  remedied  but  by  obtaining  a  turnpike  %Et  *• 

The 


•  The  Antiquities  may  be  divided  into  Ecchfiaftical  and 

Military. 

ly?,  EccleJ!aflicai.^ht  rhe  eafl  end  of  the  town,  on  the  fea 
eoaft,  the  high  road  only  iittcrvenlngt  are  the  remains  of  vt 
chape),  called  St  Mttngo*s  Chapel^  of  which  the  tradition  is,  that 
it  was  on  or  near  the  place  where  St  Mungo  or  Kentigern  was 
born.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  the  fon  of  Eu;i;entus  Ul.  Kinjj 
Af  thf  ScotSy  and  of  a  daughter  of  Lothas  King  of  the  Fids. 
His  mother  Thametis  finding  herfclf  with  child,  out  of  (hamct* 
and  apprehenfion  of  her  fathet's  wrath,  Aole  privately  away  ; 
and,  entering  into  a  vefFel  that  (he  found  at  the  neareft  coa(i, 
was,  by  the  winds  and  waves,  cad  on  land  where  the  town  of 
Colrofs  is  now  fituated,  and  there  was  delivered  ;  and,  leaving 
the  child  with  a  nurfe,  Returned  home.  His  parents  being  un- 
known, he  was  brought  to  8ervanus»  and  baptized  and  brought  up 
by  him.  This  Servanus,  o(  St  Ser^  lived  at  that  time  in  an  her* 
xnitage,  where  the  monadery  was  afterwards  built,  and  was,  as 
is  faid,  fon  of  a  King  of  Canaan.  After  various  peregrinations, 
he  departed  this  life  at  Colrofs,  of  which  town  he  became  the 
tutelar  faint ;  and,  in  honour  of  him,  a  whole  day  annually  was 
formerly  folemniz.ed  by  the  people  here.  This  was  attended 
With  a  variety  of  ceremonies,  particuUrly  parading  the  ftrcets 
and  environs  of  the  town  very  early  in  the  morning,  with  larg^ 
branches  of  birch  and  other  trees  in  their  foliage,  accompanied 
with  drums  and  different  mufical  inliruments,  adorning  the 
crofs,  and  another  public  i>iuce  called  the  Trm^  with  a  great 
prof u (ion  and  variety  of  Howers,  formed  into  different  devices, 
and  fpending  the  evening  in  feflivity  and  mirth.  The  day  ap- 
propriated to  this  was  the  ift  day  of  July ;  but,  when  the  towa 
was  erc^cd  into  a  royal  borough,  another  feftive  day  was  dedi- 
cated to  what  they  call  riding  ths  tnarches  ;  which  is,  the  magif- 
trates,  counfcllors,  and  different  incorporations,  proceeding  on 
horfeback,  in  a  great  cavalcade,  and  carrying  fcveral  pairs  of 
colours,  round  the  boundaries  of  the  town's  domains,  (which> 
were  formerly  confiderable),  and,  at  a  certain  period  of  their 
progrefs,  calling  over  the  names  of  the  magiilrates  and  office- 
hearers,  and  burgeflcs,  and  fo  proceeding  back  again  into  the 
town,  and  concluding  the  day  with  feading,  mulic,  and  dan- 
cing.    The  King's  birch-day  made  a  third  public  day;  and,  as 
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Tbe  peopIe>  io  general,  are  tali,  well  proportioned,  with 
^ood  eyes,  vivid  cotpglcxiQas,  and,  upon  the  whole,  very  ex- 

prcffive 

each  of  thcfe  ufually  drew  along  with  it  three  or  four  more, 
Ibinetioies  a  whole  week»  cf  diffipation  and  idleneff,  it  was  wjft*. 
iy  contrived  to  fink  them  all  into  one,  which  is  now  the  King^$ 
birth.day,  Aill  a  great  day  at  Culrofs.  In  this  are  united  the 
ceremonies  of  all  the  three.  To  this  all  the  young  people,  of 
both  fexes,  affidnouOy  refort,  even  from  the  moft.  didant  quar- 
ters of  the  country  ;  and,  whild  the  Sainc  himfelf  is  forgotten, 
and  his  name  not  fo  much  as  kn6wn  to  many  of  them,  his  cere<* 
monies  are  ftill  prcfcrved,  and  his  fpirit  continues  to  infpire 
them  with  foetal  mirth  aad  joy. 

The  monaOery,  which  was  founded  in  the  ye^r  1217  hy  Mal- 
colm Thane  of  Fife,  lies  N.  W.  from  St  Mungo's,  at  the  head 
of  the  town,  on  a  rifing  ground,  commanding  a  beautiful  and 
cxtenfive  profpedl  of  the  Frith.  Confiderable  rtmains  of  it  are 
yet  to  be  fecn.  On  the  north  fide  was  the  Abbey  Church,  which 
had  a  tower  or  ftceple  in  the  jniddle,  ftill  entire,  as  i:»  alfo  a 
part  of  the  church,  now  made  ufe  of  for  the  parilh  church. 
The  Abbey  Church  was  dedicated  not  only  to  the  Virgin  Mary, 
but  alfo  to  St  Serf.  At  the  Reformation,  the  rental  of  this 
Abbey  amounted  10  768 1.  i6s.  7  d.  Scotch,  in  money  ;  3  chal- 
ders,  3  boils'Wheat ;  44  chaJders,  10  holb,  2  firlocs  barley;  13 
chalders,  12  boiis,  3  tirlots,  3^  pecks  oats;  1  chalder,  2  b9lU 
fait  J  10  wcdders,  22  Umbs,  7  dozen  of  capons,  28  J  dozen 
poultry,  7  J  ftonc  of  butter  ;  7 9  J.  (lones  of  cheefe,  and  8  truifcs 
of  ftraw.  At  that  time,  there  were  nine  monksi,  of  the  Ciller. 
ti^n  order,  in  the  convent.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the 
wtft  of  the  Abbey  Church  are  the  luins  of  the  old  church, 
which  was,  before  tbe  Reformation,  the  pailih  church,  and 
which,  with  the  chuich-yard  around  it,  is  itiii  ufed  as  burial- 
ground. 

2^/,  Military  Aniiquittes  — There  are  flill  to  he  fcen  the  re. 
mains  of  two  old  camp%  from  their  oval  form  evidenily  Danilh, 
one  in  the  N.  VV.  quarter,  near  a  place  called  15urro\van,  which 
is  faid  to  be  the  ftaiion  to  which  the  Danes  retreated  after  their 
defeat  at  the  battle  of  Inncrkeilhing ;  the  other  a  good  way  far- 
ther fouth,  in  the  muir  of  Culrofs,  was  the  ilalion  occupi-d  by 
the  Danes  before  the  battle  of  Culrofs.  The  Practoiium  is 
pretty  entire,  at  leaft  the  trenches  around  it  arc  very  difccuiiblc. 
About  an  Fnglifh  mtle  farther  eaR,  are  fhown  the  tracer  of 
the  camp  of  the  Scotch  King  Duncan  ;  and  betwixt  thefe,  iii 
jLhe  fame  line,  and  nearly  at  an  equal  di (lance  from  bo;h^  is  the 

field 
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jwcffivc  countenances.  They  arc  not  only  decently  cloathed, 
but  many  of  them,  fach  as  the  young  trades  people,  genteel- 
ly drefled,  even  more  fo  than  is  ufual  with  perfons  of  the 
fame  ftation  elfewhere.  Ytvr  are  known  to  complain  of 
wanting  the  neceiTaries  of  life ;  none,  indeed,  who  are  able 
and  willing  to  work,  or  who  are  not  notorious  fpendthrifts, 
A  general  fpirit  of  difcontent  has  never  been  known  to  prevail 
among  them,  nor  are  any  combinations  formed,  on  account 
of  oppreflioni  bad  ufage,  or  want  of  fubfiftence,  for  leaving 
the  country.  In  the  country  part  of  the  pariQi,  their  ipan-* 
xiers  are,  in  general,  iimple  and  virtuous,  living  in  the  habits 
of  fobriety  and  induftry ;  and,  though  not  many  of  them  arc 
rlcn,  ;et  they  are  contented  with  their  fltuation,  enjoying 
the  neccflaries,  and  many  of  the  comforts,  of  life.  We  arc 
forry  we  cannot  give  the  fame  favourable  report,  at  lead 
without  many  exceptions,  of  thofe  in  the  town.  This  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  unhappy  influence  of  borough  politics, 
which,  in  a  place  like  this,  where  the  numbers  are  fmall, 
draw  almoft  every  individual  tradefman  to  a£t  a  part  in  them, 
when  a  competition  happens,  which  is  often  the  cafe ;  thus 
communicating  the  baneful  habits  of  idlenefs,  and  a  taAe  for 
luxury  and  diflipation.  We  have,  however, .  the  comfort  to 
add,  that  there  are  but  few  inftances  of  any  atrocious  crimes. 
For  20  years  and  upwards,  there  have  been  no  murders  com- 
mitted, one  or  two  child-murders  excepted.  None  have  fuf« 
fered  by  the  baud  of  the  executioner,  and  only  two  by  their 
own. 

A 

fidd  of  battle,  which  from  Gib,  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Norway's  fon,  who,  according  to  tradition,  was  (lain  there,  ftill 
retains  the  name  of  Gih^s  Croft.  This  battle,  in  which  Banquq 
adted  as  general  of  the  King's  forces,  Macbeth  being  abfent  ma* 
king  levies,  was  fought  about  the  middle  of  the  1 1  th  century, 
^or  the  ifTue  and  confequences  of  the  battle,  and  the  artifice  by 
^hich  the  Danes  are  faid  to  have  been  afterwards  overthrown 
pear  Perth,  vide  Buchanan,  lib.  7.  cap.  y  ta^ 


A  proper  regiff d  to  leUgioii,  and  refpeft  for  its  ioftitutioof  t 
almoft  uniyarrally  pvcrai}.  There  is  no  place  of  worihip  but 
that  of  the  eftabliOied  Church.  The  number  of  feAaries, 
chiefly  Burgher  and  Antiburgher  Sec^erSf  does  not  exceed 
50i  and  thefe  ihow  no  fymptoms  of  foumefs  or  bigotry^  but, 
pp  ijhc  contrary,  are  exceedingly  mild,  crvil,  and  obliging  i|i  ^ 
their  manner,  living  in  perfe&  good  neighbourhood  with  all 
around  them,  and  are  by  no  means  the  leaft  induftrious  in 
the  parifh.  The  &0uonable  modes  of  free  thinking  are 
hardly  known,  and  avowed  by  none,  except  by  fuch,  and 
thefe  extremely  few,  as,  from  confcious  vice  and  foUy^  ac- 
count it  their  inteicft  not  to  think  at  ail. 

P.  S.  By  the  late  rapid  extenfion  and  fuccefs  of  manufac- 
tures in  the  country,  the  fpirit  of  induftry,  which  Teemed  for 
a  while  to  lie  dormant,  now  begins  to  awaken ;  fo  that,  from 
June  1791,  when  a  particular  inveftigation  was  gone  into, 
with  a  view  to  this  report,  a  coniiderable  addition  has  been 
made  to  the  number  of  looms  in  the  pariQi  \  and  two  new 
branches  of  manufadure  have  been  eftabiifhed  in  the  town, 
viz.  thofe  of  tambouring  and  flowering  muflins.  In  the  firft^ 
38  young  girls  are  already  engaged,  from  9  years  old  apd  up* 
wards  ;  and  in  the  othe]L34.  Thofe  below  12  years  old  ar^ 
bound  for  3  years,  and wve,  for  the  firft  year,  is.  6 d.  per 
week  allowed  them ;  for  the  fecond  year,  2^«  \  and  for  the 
laft,  3  s.  Thofe  above  1 2,  and  below  16,  have  2  s.  per  week 
the  firft  year,  as.  6 d.  the  fecond,  and  3  s.  the  laft ;  and 
iuch  as  are  older,  and  bound  for  only  two  years,  have  2  s« 
the  firft  year,  and  2  s.  6  d.  the  laft*  So  that  now,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  numbers  in  a  family,  provided  they  are  foberly 
and  ioduftrioufly  brought ^p,  their  affluence  and  comfort  in« 
creafe  \  and,  indeed,  a  fpirit  of  contentment  and  chearfulnefs 
is  univerfally  difilded  among  the  people,  and  hardly  a  muiu 
inur  to  be  heard. 

NUM. 
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NUMBER    X. 

PARISH    OF    MORTON. 

(Prejbytery  of  PenponU — Synod  and  Courtly  of  Dm* 

fries.) 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  John  Torstoun. 


JSxtent  and  Sufface. 

THE  parifh  of  Morton,  lying  on  the  E.  fide  of  the  ri?er 
Nith,  15  miles  N.  W.  from  the  town  of  Dumfries,  is 
about  6  miles  in  length,  from  S.  W.  to  N.  £.  and  3I  iyi 
breadth,  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  On  the  S.  and  S.  E.  it  is 
bounded  bj  the  Cample ;  on  the  north,  by  the  Carron  \  and 
on  the  W.  by  the  Nith.  One  farm,  indeed,  has  been  fepa- 
rated  from  the  rett  of  the  parifli,  by  the  Nith's  changing  its 
courfe,  and  now  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of  that  river.  The 
pariOl  confifts  of  about  6340  Scotch  acres,  of  which  about 
1 800  are  arable,  80  meadow,  4i^Hjaflurc,  180  mofs,  and 
90  woods  and  plantations.  Along  the  banks  of  the  Nith 
and  Cample,  there  are  about  aoo  acres  of  good  holm  land. 
Adjoining  to  this  is  a  confiderable  extent  of  gently  rifiog 
ground,  of  a  light  but  fertile  foil,  upon  a  gravelly  bottom. 
The  village  of  Thornhill  is  pleafantly  fituated  upon  the  highcft 
part  of  this  ground.  A  little  farther  £•  is  a  confiderable  ridge 
of  land  fomewhat  higher,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  ftill 
in  a  ftate  of  nature,  though  very  capable  of  cultivation,  as 
fo  much  of  it  as  is  improved  turns  to  very  good  account. 
The  foil  is  deeper  than  that  of  the  lower  grounds,  but  lies 

upon 


tspdt  a  odder  boftom.  Fftrther  E.  fiUI,  tbe  groundt  tik%  lata 
liiUt  of  a  confiderabte,  thougjh  not  remarkable,  lueight,  cover* 
td  partly  with  grafs,  psrfly  with  heath  and  rOtki .  At  the  foot 
of  tbefe  faills^  on  the  W.  £de,  where  the  farmboufes  arc 
ptacedi  tboB  croft  land  H  pretty  eittdnfive,  amd  of  an  excellent 
qoalicy. 

Proprietors  and  Rent. — The  Duke  of  Qjicen  (berry  Is  pro^ 
prietor  of  the  whok  of  this  pariih,  two  fmall  farms  e»^ 
tcpted  *•  The  prefent  rent  of  this  pari(h  is  about  751  L 
This,  however,  docs  by  jdo  means  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  real 
value  of  the  land*  as  the  rems  of  the  £irms  hate  not  been( 

raifej 

*  In  fornier  times,  a  great  chieftain  had  made  his  refldence 
here  ;  and  to  him,  no  doubt,  a  large  diftrid  of  country  aroitnd 
this  had  belonged.  Of  his  caRle»  called  Morton  CaftU^  there  i» 
ftill  a  large  ruin  remaining.  It  (lands  upon  pretty  high  ground 
near  the  foot  of  the  hills,  on  the  £•  fide  of  the  parifh.  The 
prefent  remains  meafure  about  100  feet  in  length,  by  27  in 
width.  But,  from  che  tracps  of  the  fooadation,  it  has  evident- 
ly been^  when  entire,  about  double  its  prefent  widenefs,  and 
confiderably  longer.  A  great  deal  of  the  flones  have  been 
carried  away  at  different  times,  to  build  houfes  and  dykes  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  Wall  of  the  S.  front  is  ftill  qiiite  entire  % 
it  is  between  30  and  40  feet  in  height,  and  has  a  large  rounded 
tower  at  each  end,  of  abqpt  12  feet  diameter.  In  thit  front,  at 
the  height  of  about  i  %  feet,  is  a  row  of  froall  windows,  about 
16  inches  fquare,  to  each  of  which  are  a  few  fteps  leading  jip, 
in  the  infide  of  the  wall.  In  the  higher  parts  of  the  building, 
the  windows  are  much  larger.  This  caftle  is  furrounded  (ex- 
cept on  the  W.  fide)  by  a  deep  natural  hollow,  in  whioh  the 
water  had  been  dammed  up  by  an  artificial  noound  at  each 
end.  Confidering  the  advantages  of  its  fituation,  and  the 
ftrength  of  its  walls,  which  are  about  8  feet  thick  at  the  foun- 
dation, this  Arong  hold  muA  have  been  almoft  impregnable  by 
the  antient  modes  of  attack.  According  to  Pennant,  this  caftle 
««  was  originally  the  feat  of  Dnnenald,  predeccfTor  of  Thomas 
<*  Randolph,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Murray  by  Robert 
<<  Bruce  ;  when  this  caftle,  with  that  of  Aochioca^,  near  Mof- 
*<  fat,  was  difpofed  of  to  Douglas  of  Morton,  predeceflbr  of  the 
f  •  Earls  of  Morton,'* 
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raifed  for  a  confideraUe  number  of  'jeun ;  awl|  ^  granting^ 
new  I^rcsi  large  grafliims  have  been  received.  If  tlie  iirliia 
were  let  without  graflbtns,  at  the  rate  ufuallf  pttd  foi^  finllir 
lands  in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  is  fnppoTed  the  rental  of 
this  parifli  wonld  be  about  1500 1.  AH  the  Duke  of  Queenf« 
berry's  property  here  is  under  ftrift  entail,  and  leafes  can  be 
granted  for  no  more  than  19  years, 

Agriculture. — ^Till  within  thefe  ao  years,  little  progrefs  had 
been  made  in  the  cultivation  of  land  in  this  parifli,  or  coun- 
try adjoining.  Indeed,  previous  to  that  period,  the  means 
of  cnltivatiott  were  little  known,  or  were  not  to  be  had,  lo 
this  neighbourhood,  no  marl  of  any  confequence  has  ever 
been  difcovered,  and  very  little  lime  was  then  ufed.  The 
only  manure,  therefore,  which  the  farmers  had  for  their 
lands,  was  the  dung  produced  by  their  cattle.  Tbb  they 
very  injudicioufly  confined  to  a  fmali  part  of  their  farm, 
generally  near  the  hooies,  called  cr9fi  land,  which,  being  thus 
enriched,  and  almoft  inceflantly  cropped  with  oats  or  bikr, 
became  fo  full  of  weeds,  as  to  yield  very  bad  returns.  The 
principal  part  of  the  farms,  though  very  improveaUe,  was 
left  entirely  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  covered  with  eoarfe  grals  or 
fliort  heath,  and  grazed  by  a  fmall  breed  of  black  cattle  and 
fheep. 

The  mode  of  hufbandry  is  now  totally  changed,  and  vaftly 
improved.  About  20  years  ago.  Sir  James  Kirkpatrick  be- 
gan to  carry  on  with  fpirit  his  limeworks  in'  the  neighbour^ 
ing  parifb  of  Clofeburn «,  and,  upon  an  extenfive  fcale,  fet  an 
example  to  the  whole  furrounding  country,  of  the  beneficial 
effeds  of  that  manure  when  properly  applied  to  land.  His 
example  was  foon  followed  by  others,  and  has  been  the 
means  of  bringing  about  an  amazing  improvement  both  in 
the  produce  and  in  the  appearance  of  this  country.    The 
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qtHAlttjF  of  Hmt  comnoDly  allowed  hctc  tp  a  Scotch  acre  i& 
ima-I^Srfo^to  Duafiu-csi  whicb  ctffts  ^d.  per  moafure  at  ^ic 
Ii«|fal<U9<i  .<Ach  laafafure  coQtaioing  about  .2^  Wiacheftcr 

TMa  made  of  chopping  which  is  oow  pi*ettx  commonly 
adapted*  ami  fccms  to  aofwer  wcll^  is  to  lay  the  lime  upoa 
the  land»  when  in  pafture»  a  year  before  it  is  intended  to.  be 
ploughed ;  then  take  two  crops  of  oats,  a  crop  of  potatoes  or 
tumps,  and  fiiwit  with  grafs.Teed^  aiong  with  barley  or 
bear.^  >  I<  th^  gsound  has  been  heathy,  it  ought  to  befalloww 
ed'^i'  year  bofare  any  crop  is  (own  u^on  k.  Though  expert, 
enle  hfti  ffaowir  tkb  coucTe  of  hufbandry  to  be  vexf  advanta** 
geow,  yet  many  of  the  farmers  fiill  continue  to  take  toa 
smny  crops  of  oats  fucceflively,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
land»  and,  in  the  endj  to  their  own  hurt  alfo.  The  improve* 
iBeotoChufbandry,  however,  has,  for  fotne  years  paft,  been 
very  rapid,  and  continues  to  advan<;e  and  become  more  ge« 
nenU  .  , 

A  light  made  Scotch  plough  is  almoft  the  only  one  ufed, 
and  is  fouud  to  anfwer  better  than  any  other,  the  land  being 
fomewbat  ftony.  Two  horles  are  generally  fufficient  for  the 
draughts  eicept  when  ftiff  ley  ground  is  to  be  broken  up  ^ 
in  that  cafe,  three,  aod  fometimes  four,  are  neceflary.  The 
number  of  acres  annually  in  crop,  as  nearly  as  can  be  afccr- 
taiacdi  ia  about  850 }  of  which  575  are  fbwn  with  oats,  42 
with  barley,  30  with  bear,  24  with  wheat,  30  with  grey 
peale»  4  with  lint,  20  with  turnips,  72  with  potatoes,  and  53 
vrith  rye-f  rafs  and  clover.  The  •  produce  is  confiderably 
more  than  fufficient  to  fupply  the  inhabitants,  and  the  fur- 
I^Ma  is  carried  principally  to  Leadhills,  Wanlockhead,  and 
Sanquhar.  There  are  38  ploughs  in  this  pariih,  which  is 
rather  a  greater  number  than  common  for  the  quantity  of 
land  in  culture  j  the  reafon  is,  that  many  keep  a  hone,  or 
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two  horfes  and  a  plough,  who  have  only  a  very  fmall  piece 
of  ground  which  they  drefs,  either  by  themfelves,  or  by 
joining  with  Tome  of  their  neighbours  in  the  fame  fituation. 
This  occupies  only  a  little  of  their  time.  During  the  reft, 
they  find  abundan'ce  of  employment  in  carting  lime  from 
Clofeburn,  and  coals  from  Sanquhar  \o  the  limeworks  and 
to  the  town  of  Oumfrics.  The  number  of  carts  in  the  pariOx 
is  about  9;.  The  ordinary  cart-load  of  coals  for  a  fingle 
horfe,  which  is  the  way  they  are  almoft  all  drawn,  is  about 
1 2  cwt. 

Stock, — ^The  ftock  in  this  parifli,  which  is  pretty  accurately 
afccrtained,  conCfts  of  1x9  horfes,  330  milch  cows,  170 
young  black  cattle,  2527  fheep,  and  a  few  fwine,  perhaps  40 
or  50,  their  number  varying  according  to  the  goodncfs  of 
the  potatoe  crop.  The  Aieep  are  all  of  the  fhort- faced  kind, 
except  fmall  parcels  of  a  mixed  breed,  feeding  upon  the  low 
lands  along  with  the  cows  ^. 

Village. — The  village  of  Thornhill  is  the  only  one  dcfcr- 
ving  that  name  in  the  parifh,  though  there  are  two  or  three 

more 


♦  The  price  of  provifions  is  much  the  fame  here  as  in  Dum- 
fries market.  Only  potatoes,  which  arc  a  very  great  article  of 
provifion,  are  generally  fomewhat  cheaper,  as  great  crops  of 
them  are  raifed  in  this  dillrt^  ;  and  they  cannot  be  carried  to 
any  great  ditlance  for  fale,  on  account  of  their  weight.  Their 
price  varies  from  8d.  to  i  s.  4d.  per  peck,  which  weighs  about 
one  cwt.  Potatoes  conftirute  at  lead  one  half  of  the  food  of  the 
common  people  ;  none  can  be  cheaper^  and  it  would  appear^ 
none  more  wholefome. 

The  wages  of  a  man  fervant  in  the  honfe  are  from  6 1.  to  8  I. 
per  armtimy  beCides  vl<5lual8  }  of  a  woman  fervant,  from  2  I.  10  s. 
to  3 1.  10  s.  The  daily  wages  of  a  mafon  are  20  d.  of  a  joiner, 
16  d.  and  of  a  common  labourer,  9d.  during  three  months  of 
winter,  and  from  is.  to  14 d.  the  reft  of  the  year,  without 
viAuals.    There  are  no  remains  of  feudal  fervices  in  this  pariOu. 


iinore  clufters  of  houfes,  or  as  they  are  vulgarly  called,  towns ^ 
containing  from  30  to  50  inhabitants  each.  Thornhill  is 
plcafantly  fituated  upon  a  dry  rifing  ground,  half  a  mile  £1. 
from  the  river  Nith.  It  is  regularly  built  in  two  ftrcets, 
<rofSng  each  other  at  right  ang^les.  In  the  middle,  where 
they  cut  one  another,  ftands  a  handfome  crofs,  or  rather  pit« 
Jar,  creAed  by  the  late  Duke  of  Queenff^erry.  This  village 
has  greatly  increafed  of  late.  There  were  only  325  inhabi. 
tants  m  it  in  the  year  1779.  In  1791,  they  amounted  to 
430,  which  is  an  incr^eafe  of  one  fourth  in  12  years.  During 
^  or  8  years  previous  to  this  period,  its  progrefs  was  as  rapidj 
and  it  ftill  continues  to  ^o  on.  The  whole  village  belongs  to 
•the  Duke  of  Queenfbcrry,  who  receives  5  s.  4  d.  of  yearly 
x«nt  for  every  houfc^ftcad  and  garden.  The  villagers  build 
their  houfes  entirely  at  thvir  own  expence.  Abundance  of 
iree-ftone  is  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  other 
materials  for  building  at  no  gri^at  didance.  All  the  houfesi, 
^  or  7  excepted,  confill  of  onfy  one  llorcy.  Some  of  them 
are  covered  with  Hates,  ibme  with  thin  tree-ltones,  but  th^ 
greater  part  with  thatch.  The  expence  of  building  a  houfe 
of  one  florcy  is  from  1 2  1.  to  20 1,  according  to  the  kind  of 
roof  and  finifhing.  Thofe  of  two  ftoreys  coit  from  ico  I.  to 
I  Sol.  each.  Labourers  and  tradefmen  find  abundance  of 
employment  in  Thornhill  and  its  neighbourhood  ;  and  iholc 
who  have  horfcs,  when  not  occupied  in  cultivating  their  imali 
farms,  carry  coals  from  Sanquhar  for  hire.  In  this  village 
there  are  4  fairs  annually  \  one  in  February,  one  in  May,  one 
in  Auguft,  and  one  in  Noveiiibtr.  Each  of  them  is  on  the 
fecond  Tuefday  of  the  month,  old  flile.  At  thcfe  fairs,  there 
are  fold  confiderable  quantities  both  of  coarfc  woollen  and  linen 
cloth,  and  yarn  made  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  great  number 
^f  people  from  the  country  around  aflcmblc  there,  feme  to 
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hire  fervants  or  tranfaA  bufinefs)    and  many  merely  for 
amuiemeDt. 

Manufaffures.^^li  has  often  been  the  fubjeft  of  wonder,  as 
well  as  of  regret,  that  Thornhill,  or  its  neighbourhood,  has 
never  been  chofen  by  any  perfon  as  a  iituation  for  eflrablifli- 
ing  a  manufa^ure.  It  certainly  is  extremely  well  adapted  to 
that  purpofe,  infinitely  more  fo  than  many  places  where  ma* 
nufa£hires  ilouriih  in  great  perfeftion.  The  price  of  provi- 
{ions  is  always  coniid'srably  lower  than  in  Lanark  or  Renfrew 
Ibires.  The  price  of  fuel  is  moderate  \  for,  though  coals  are 
brought  from  Sanquhar,  12  miles  diftant,  they  are  fold  here 
at  4  d.  or  4^^  d.  per  cwt. ;  and  there  is  abundance  of  water  in 
the  Nith  and  Carron  for  driving  machinery*  Though  the 
prevailing  rage  leems  now  to  be  directed  to  the  cotton  imnu* 
faAure,  wool,  which  is  the  (laple  of  this  country,  feems  a 
more  natural  objeA. 

InnSy  IRoadsy  Iffc — In  Thornhill  are  two  Inns,  and  a  coiji- 
derable  number  of  dram-houfes,  which  are  by  no  means  fa- 
vourable to  the  health  or  morals  of  the  people.  Two  high 
roads  crofs  each  other  in  this  village  \  the  one  leading  from 
Dumfries  to  Ayrfhirc  and  Glafgow  by  Sanquhar,  and  to 
Edinburgh  by  Leadhills^  the  other  going  weftward  into  Gal- 
loway by  Minnyhive.  The  former  was  made  a  turnpike 
lift  year,  and  is  well  direAed  and  finifhed.  U{X>n  it  are  two 
bridges,  one  over  Cample,  and  the  other  over  Carron.  On 
the  road  towards  Galloway,  thtre  is  a  good  bridge  acrofs  the 
Nith.  The  bye-roads  through  the  parilh  are  but  indifferent  \ 
but  now  that  the  principal  road  i^  fupported  by  tolls,  it  is 
hoped  they  will  be  put  into  better  order,  the  whole  money 
aridng  from  the  converflon  of  the  ftatute  labour  being  ap^ 
pli^d  to  them. 
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Populatim  Table. 


Numberof  fouls  in  1755  435 
■  in  1779  712 

in  Thornhill    325 

■  — in  the  country  387 


—  in  1791  •  908 

Males         -  -  407 

Females  -  •  501 
Under  8  years  of  age  179 
Above  8  -  -  729 
111  Thornliill  -         430 

In  the  country  -  478 
In  Thornhill,  ihopkeep^ 

ers  -  -  -  6 
,.  farmers         •         5 

.  innkeepers        -      2 

iheriff-officers  2 

,  clockmakers     •      2 

■  bakers  *  2 

I  mafonti  -  3 

.. .  cart*wrights  and 

carpenters        -        •       6 

^-» wheelwright      •      1 

.- .  blackfmiths       -       2 

nailer        -      -       1 


In  Thornhill,  fhoemakers 

■  ■  weavers 

— — -  tayWs        •      • 
«  butcher         - 

■  carriers 

■■    ■  .       midwives 

■  labourers 

'■        mate  fervants 

— female  ditto    - 

In  the  country  part,  farm* 


ers 


>  ihopkeeper 


— — -  millers 
*— — —  mafons 

-*  cart-wrights      - 

•^-i blackfmiths 

■  '    ■  weavers         - 

■■  cooper 
'  —  taylors 
—  labourers 
■  ■   '   ■     male  fervants    • 
— — —  female  ditto    - 
Antiburgher  Seceders  f 
Cameronians 


8 

4 

I 
1 

'  i 

24 
10 
ir 

2(5 
I 

2 

4 

2 

2 

9 

T 
2 

39 

33 
2i 


Baptiims 

•  The  increafe  of  population  has  been  occafiooed  by  the  dt* 
vifion  of  farms,  the  liming  of  land,  thp  making  of  roads,  and 
the  additional  employment  for  labourers  which  thcfe  and  other 
improvements  have  aflForded. 

t  The  Antibnrghcrs  have  a  place  of  worfliip  in  Thornhill, 
where  their  miniftcr,  who  refidcs  at  Minnyhive,  preaches  every 
fecend  Sunday. 
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Baptifms  in  11  years,  Baptifms  in  11  years, 

from  1760  to  1771     124  from  1780  to  1791       22j 

.^ Yearly  average   -    1 1 J    — —  Yearly  average   -    aoj. 

Climate  and  Difeafes.-^A,  furgeon  reCdes  in  this  parifh, 
whofe  medical  praAice  extends  over  a  large  diftriA  of  coun- 
try around.  •  The  foil  here  being  mofily  dry,  the  air  is  pure 
and  wholefome.  Agues  are  hardly  known  at  all ;  nor  in- 
deed are  there  any  difeafes  to  which  the  people  are  particUi* 
larly  fubjcA.  Inoculation  for  the  fmall-poz  has,  for  a  con£U 
4erable  number  of  years,,  been  pradlifed  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs.  It  is  now  pretty  general,  and  is  continually  becoming 
more  fo,  the  prejudices  of  the  people  againft  it  giving  way  to 
the  force  of  their  happy  experience, 

Eccleftajlical  State^  Schools^  and  PMr,— The  church  wa« 
built  about  12  years  ago,  an4  will  coqtain  500  or  600  people* 
The  manfe  and  offices  are  of  longer  ftanding,  and  need  con- 
siderable repairs.  The  ftipend  confifts  of  jSl.  6  s.  gd.  and 
one  chalder  of  viAual, .  with  3 1.  6  s.  8  d^.  for  communion  ele- 
ments.  A  coniiderable  augmentation  will,  it  is  hppcd,  fooa 
be  obtained.  The  glebe  is  of  the  extent  required  by  law. 
The  Duke  of  Queenlberry  is  patron.  The  fchoolmafter's 
falary  is  only  100  merks  Scotch,  which,  with  a  houfe,  a 
cow's  grafs,  3  roods  of  croft  land,  and  very  fmall  wages  from 
the  fcholars,  is  his  whole  provifion.  The  prefent  fchooU 
mafter  is  a  very  dd  man  \  and,  when  a  vacancy  (hall  happen, 
it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed  that  any  perfon  properly  qualified 
will,  for  fuch  trifling  emoluments,  be  induced  to  become  his 
fucceflbr.  There  is  no  body  of  men  more  ufeful  than  the 
parochial  fchoolmafters,  and  there  is  none  whofe  allowance 
is  generally  more  inadequate  to  their  fituation.  The  poor 
are  fupported  by  the  colleaious  made  weekly  at  the  church, 

and 


aad  hj  the  intereft  of  a  capital,  which  has  beien  gradually 
accumulated,  to  theamoant  of  150I.  by  foiali  legacies  and 
dooations  to  the  poor  from  charitable  perfons.  The  Duke 
of  Qjecnfbcrry  gives  them  15  ftones  of  meal  annually.  The 
number  of  poor  upon  the  roll  is  commonly  9  or  ro.  A  ge- 
neral diftribution  in  money  is  made  half  yearly  by  the  kirk'-* 
feffion,  befides  intermediate  difburfements  to  thofe  whofe 
circumftances  require  more  frequent  aid.  The  Aims  given 
to  individuals  vary,  according  to  their  fituation,  from  1 1.  4  s* 
to  3  ].  and,  in  fome  cafes,  4  L  a  year.  The  poor  here  are,, 
upon  the  whole,  fupported  fully-  as  well  as  in  any  of  the 
neighbouring  parlfhes,  and  hardly  any  of  them  ever  go  beg^ 
guig  through  the  country. 

Mifceilamous  Ohfervations. — In  the  Carron  and  Cample, 
both  of  which  run  into  the  Nith,  ts  good  fi(bing  for  buri» 
trouts.  In  the  Nith,  a  confiderable  number  of  fea  trouts 
and  falmon  are  taken,  and  are  ufually  fold  at  2  d.  per  pounds 
but  are  fomewhat  inferior  in  quality  to  thofe  caught  nearer 
the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Upon  the  Carron  are  three  mills ;  one  for  grinding  oats, 
another  for  making  barley,  and  the  third  for  dref&ng  lint* 
To  this  mill  lint  is  brought  from  the  diftance  of  15  or  16 
miles,  as  there  is  no  other  in  this  part  of  the  country.  In- 
deed,  lint  is  not  very  much  cultivated  here,  the  foil  being 
rather  too  light  and  fandy. 

Although  this  pariOi  is  in  nearly  the  fame  latitude  both 
with  Penpont  and  Holywood,  where  the  people  are  faid  to 
be  of  an  extraordinary  ftature,  yet  the  inhabitants  are,  in  ge- 
neral, neither  above  nor  below  the  common  fize.  In  their 
manners  and  charafter  there  is  nothing  peculiar.  They  are 
juft  as  fober  and  induftrious  as  their  neighbours  •,  but  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  induftry  of  many  of  them  is  fo  poorly 

rewarded. 


t66  Sia^/Kcai  Aacwa 

fewirded.  Spinning  oat  a  fingk  thread  from  the  wheel, 
with  clofe  applicationt  they  can  hardly  earn-  3  d.  a  day ; 
whilft  others  in  a  different  part  of  the  country,  without  any 
greater  exertion,  availing  themfelvet  of  the  ufefiil  machinery 
which  has  been  invented  to  facilitate  their  work,  earn  four 
times  the  fum. 

The  moft  obvious  and  important  improvements  to  be  made 
in  this  parilh  are  thefe  two }  the  introduction  of  manufac- 
tures, and  dividing  and  inclofing  the  land  with  hedge-rows 
and  belts  of  planting ;  the  former  would  give  a  better  direc- 
tion to  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  and  greatly  meliorate 
their  condition ;  the  latter  would  at  once  beautiiy  and  im- 
prove the  country. 
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NUMBER    Xr. 

PARISH   OF   ATHELSTANEFORD. 

(Count'j  and  Prejbytery  of  Haddington.-^Synod  of  Lo* 
thian  and  Tweeddale.J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  George  Goldie. 


Name,  Extent,  l^c. 

THE  origin  of  the  naches  of  places  U,  in  general,  in« 
Tolved  in  great  obfcurity,  and  has  therefore  occafion- 
cd  much  idle  conje£hjre.  The  parl(h  of  Athelftaneford  is 
denominated  from  the  village  where  the  church  ftands ;  and, 
if  any  credit  is  due  to  Buchanan  *,  the  village  owes  its  name 
to  the  following  incident.  In  one  of  the  predatory  incur- 
fions  frequent  at  that  early  periodi  Atbelftane  (whom  he  fup- 
pofes  to  have  been  a  Dani(h  chief,  that  had  received  a  grant 
of  Northumberland  from  King  Alured)  arrived  in  this  part 
of  the  country ;  and,  in  a  battle  with  Hungus  King  of  the 
Pi^tsy  was  pulled  with  violence  from  his  horfe,  and  {lain. 
The  rivulet  where  that  battle  was  fought  is  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  villagO)  and  is  called  Lug  Down  Burn^ 
fuppofed  to  be  a  corruption  of  Rug  Down,  Buchanan  far- 
ther adds,  that  Hungus,  who  was  much  inferior  in  every 
refpeA  to  Athelftane,  was  encouraged  to  hazard  this  battle 
by  a  vifion  of  St  Andrew  the  Apoftle  the  night  preceding, 
Vol.  X.  X  who 

•  Lib.  5.  cap.  54* 
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who  promifed  him  fticcefs ;  and  that  the  viAory  was  hdXitt^ 
ted  by  the  appearance  of  a  crofs  in  the  aiTi  in  the  form  of  the 
letter  X,  as  loon  as  the  battk  began.  The  village  ovct 
which  this  miraculous  appearance  was  ieen^  ftill  retains  the 
name  of  Martle^  a  contraAion  of  fniraek.  Achaius  King  of 
the  Scots,  by  whofe  aififtanee  Huogus  obtsdo^i  this  viAory^ 
(for  he  ient  him  16,000  men,  under  the  command  of  his  ion 
Alpinus),  in  commemoration  of  the  foreiaid  appearance  of  St 
Andrew's  crofs,  afterwards  inftituted  an  order  of  knighthood 
m  honour  of  St  Andrew,  who,  in  times  of  Popery,  was  fecb- 
oned  the  tutelary  faint  of  Scotland.  This  happened  about 
the  beginning  of  the  ninth  century.  It  is  not  certain  at 
what  period  tli^  original  church  of  this  place  was  built  $•  hot 
it  is  well  known,  that,  towards  the  end  of  the  1 2th  century, 
the  parUh  diurcbcs  of  Athelftancford  and  Crail  \u  Fife,  with^ 
their  tithes^  were  annexed  to  the  monaftery  of  St  Martin^  ia 
the  pariOi  of  Haddington,  by  Malcolm  IV.  This  was  pro* 
ttably  done  in  honour  of  the  memory  of  hia  mother  Ada^ 
Gountefs  of  Northumberland^  who  founded  that  snoniiftery^ 

Athelftaneford  is  divided  bom  the  parifti  of  Haddingtotv 
•n  the  S;  and  S.  W«  by  the  fmall  rivulet  formerly  mendon* 
edy  called  Lug  Down  Burn.  This  rivufet  rifes  in  the  Garle* 
son  Hills^  and  falls  into  the  Frith  of  Forth  on  the  N.  fide  of 
Tynninghao^  Bay.  On  the  N.  this  parilh  is  fepapated  froo> 
that  of  Dirleten  by  another  fuiall  rivulet^  called  Pejfer.  This 
rivulet  rifes  in  the  N.  E.  comer  of  the  poriih^  and  dlvido^ 
into  two  ftrcantf  ae  its  fource.  The  lands  are  lb  flat  in  that 
^particular  part  of  the  country,  that  one  of  thefe  ftreams  runs 
in  an  eafterly  direAion,  and,  after  mingling  its  waters  with 
ifUg  Down  Burn,  empties  itfeif  into  the  Frith  of  Forth  \ 
the  other  runs  due  W.  into  the  Frith  of  Forth  at  Aberiady 
Bay.  The  ground  rifes  gradually  from  this  rivukt  to  the 
Ibttthern  exitremity  of  tbe  parilh^  where  the  village  of  AtheU 

ftaneford 
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fbiMfi)rd  and  tlie  church  ftaiid.  The  form  of  the  pariOi  i$ 
ff^friar,  being  nearly  an  oUong  fquare9  about  4  miles  itt 
length,  from  W,  to  £.  and  between  2  and  3  miles  in  breadth* 
from  S.  to  N*  with  the  a\idit]on  of  a -few  acres  that  interfodk 
the  pari(he$  of  Haddington  and  Preilonkirkt  on  the  S.  E« 
comer.  It  was  originally  one  of  the  fmalleft  parifhes  in 
Scotland,  and  did  not  contain  at>ove  800  or  1000  acresi 
80  late  as  1650,  this  was  the  whole  extent  of  it;  and  the 
Earl  €»f  Wfntoim  was  the  fble  proprietor  of  all  the  lands. 
At  that  period  it  was  coniiderably  enlarged,  feveral  farms 
having  been  disjoined  from  the  parifli  of  Haddington!  and 
annexed  to  k ;  and  a  ftill  greater  proportion  of  lands  were 
disjoined  from  the  pariih  of  Preftonkirk  on  the  £•  and  anr 
aeaKd  \  fo  that  the  whole  extent  of  the  pariAi  is  now  from 
3500  to  4000  acres* 

Rmij^^T^t  vaHied  rent  of  the  parKb  is  41  $4 1.  i  s.  Scotch^ 
One  third  of  this  valuation  is  the  property  of  Sir  David  Kin« 
loch  (rf*  Gilmerton,  aisothcr  third  belongs  to  the  Earl  of 
Hopetonn  and  the  HonomraUe  Charles  Hope  %  the  remain* 
ing  third  is  divided  among  the  Earls  of  Wemyfsy  Aberdeen^ 
^nd  Elibanlc  The  real  rent  cannot  be  afcertained  exaAly, 
a  confiderable  part  being  payable  in  kind»  and  confcquently 
varying  with  the  prices  of  grain  »  but,  when  compared  with 
the  prefent  advanced  rents  tff  land  in  this  country,  the  farms 
in  this  parifli  are  generally  allowed  to  be  good  bargains* 
This  circumftancei  however,  is  not  attended  with  any  of 
thofe  bad  a>niequences  which  landlords  of  felfiCh  views  fooU 
](hiy  fofpeA,  and  wiiH  to  make  the  world  believe.  It  neither 
inconrages  indolence,  nor  produces  a  ipirit  of  infoleace.  The 
reverie  is  the  hSt*  It  preferves  and  clieriflies  that  bond  of 
aflSsflioil  which  ought  always  to  fubfift  between  landlords  and 
their  teaams*    The  fanners  Ipcfc  up  to  their  fupcriQrs  with 
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of  tKtk  fitfttf  14^  grtet  sdtramagey  ind  at  fmU  tacpmsz.  h 
cMfidorftbie  ptrt  of  tkeir  grain  is  bought  hf  agents  foir 
Ae  «orfi-niercfaanti  in  Leith»  Edinburgh*  and  01argo#y  and 
carried  U>  the  port  of  North  Berwiclct  and  from  thtnce  coov 
'ftjtA  io  fhtpping  to  different  pans  of  Scotland.  The  num* 
ber  of  ploughs  in  the  parith^  according  to  the  fiatute  work^ 
ii  47^.  The  Engiiih  plough  is  chiefly  ufed*  and  drawn  by 
two  borfes.  There  are  in  the  pariib  about  50  two  horfe^ 
and  6  one  horfe  caits^  and  1  coach.  Befides  the  horfea  ufed 
in  ag^icuiturei  2cc«  there  are  fome  kept  foMy  for  r ktiog  \ 
and*  of  iate»  owing  to  the  high  prices  of  horfes,  the  farmera 
l»Ye  begnn  to  tear  young  ones^  partly  for  fale»  but  chiefly 
for  the  fupport  of  their  own  ftock.  The  whole  nwnbnr  of 
horfesi  young  and  old^  is  from  150  to  t6o  ;  they  arc  of  an 
excdlefic  kind,  oot  Urge»  but  very  adtive,  and  fit  to  do  » 
great  deil  of  work.  The  number  of  milch  cows  is  abouc 
ktfo..  The  reft  of  the  black  cattle  eauceeds  that  number  con* 
fiderably,  and  varies  in  different  feafetia*  There  is  often  9 
great  number  of  Highland  ftots*  over  and  above  the  Mack 
cattle  reared  by  theaofelves,  kept  by  the  fiirmers  in  their 
ItraW'-yat'ds  through  the  winter*  and  fed  off  id  ruiamer  iia 
gra6  paAS|  which  they  take  annually  for  that  and  other 
purpoies*  Of  late  ye^^  there  have  been  from  35  to  40 
fcores  of  (heep  in  the  parifli^  a  greater  number  than  formcTlyi 
a  larger  propoition  of  Jaod  having  been  in  grafs. 

P<0^crAs/J0A.— The  population  of  this  parifli  has^  upon  the 
Wholcj  decreafcd  within  tbefe  14  years  paft.  This  is  owing 
to  the  fxvat  general  caufes  that  have  operated  in  other  parts 
of  the  country,  the  monopoiizhig  of  farms»  the  imrodu£hoa 
of  two  horfe  ploughs,  and  a  greater  proportion  of  lands  be« 
lag  kept  in  grafs.  Upon  the  three  farms  formerly  meotio»« 
6Af  pofl«ffed  by  farmers  who  do  sot  rafide  on  thcm^  the  de- 
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Population  TahU. 

Ntioibcrdf  roulsin 

175J  691 

Females        •£ 

503 

in 

1778  955 

Under  10 

199 

Males 

445 

Above  io        - 

728 

Females 

ii          510 

Burgho*  Seeeders        * 

12 

Under  icy       -* 

J26 

AntibuTgher  ditto       - 

21 

Above  10 

*       9Z9 

Inhabhed  houfes 

220 

Burgher  Seceders 

-      J9 

Annual  average  of  births 

25 

Afttibargher  ditto 

-       49 

Males 

n 

Inhabitec!  hoafes 

-      223 

Female's 

12 

If  umber  of  fouls  in 

1792  927 

Annual  average  of  deaths 

17^ 

Males 

-      424 

WUk  die  tmxEJattJoi  fink  io  the  pariOiy  in  general^  has  iSt^ 
mtttiflicd,  the  poptitarii  of  the  viiliige  of  Athdftaodbrd  has 
iaoreaied  vciy  much.  In  the  i  778)  the  nuantier  of  inhabi« 
led  haaTca  was  71,  ^ontsoning  29;  iohobitantt.  In  1792, 
tlie  miober  pf  inbsd>iicd  houfo  is  9a,  tontainipg  387  inha. 
MkXsoMt  m  i9crcaic  pf  91  hwfcs  and  99  foala.  The  iaQretfe 
of  boildisgs  auiti  of  inhabittpts  in  the  vilUge  is  owing  to  tfa^ 
liberal  CQjcaursigeflaLQnt  given  by  Sir  Bavid  Einloch  of  GiU 
neiton,  the  proprietor,  to  people  to  fettle  on  his  eftate. 
The  houfee  are  buik  upon  a  feu-taclc  of  38  years,  at  the  cx<- 
pence  of  the  people,  who  pay  to  the  proprietor  a  trifle  an^ 
nnaUy  for  the  grounil  on  which  the  houfe  ftands.  They 
have  large  gardens,  of  an  ezcelieot  foil,  at  ehe  fame  propor- 
tion of  rent  which  a  farmer  would  chearfully  pay  for  it, 
Befidcs  this,  the  feucrs  of  thefe  houfes  hold,  in  a  conjaoft 
leafe^  about  xoo  acres  of  good  land  at  a  moderate  rent.   This 
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land  is  divided  among  thctn  into  fmall  lots.  T«ro  of  their 
number  have  each  a  pair  of  hories.  With  thefe  diey  laboar 
the  land  for  the  community  at  a  reafonable  hire,  and  drive 
coak  and  other  carriages  that  are  aeceflary  for  the  village* 
With  the  produce  of  this  land  the  inhabitants  fupply  them- 
felves  with  meal  and  potatoes,  and  many  of  them  have  it  in 
their  power  to  keep  a  cow.  In  this  manner  they  are  enabled 
to  live  comfortably,  to  clothe  and  educate  their  children  de- 
cently, and  to  affift  in  fetting  them  out  in  the  world.  There 
^s  no  village  in  this  country  where  the  inhabitants  have  im- 
proved more  of  late  years  in  comfort  and  convenience  than 
in  the  village  of  Athelftaneford.  Formerly,  their  dwellings 
were  no  better  than  fmall,  dirty,  dark  hovels  \  now  they  are  - 
all  neat,  commodious  houfes,  generally  with  two  apartments^ 
and  well  lighted.  The  expence  of  building  one  of  thefe  hou- 
les  is  from  15 1*  to  20 1. }  and  fbme,  that  are  larger  and  bet- 
t<;r  finiOied,  coft  confiderably  more.  In  point  of  fituation, 
the  village  is  truly  beautiful.  It  ftands  open  and  elevated, 
and  commands  the  moft  delightful  and  extenfive  proipe£te. 
The  Frith  of  Forth,  with  the  whole  coaft  of  Fife,  from  King- 
horn  to  Crail.  South  of  the.  Forth  is  a  rich  variety  of  beau- 
tiful objects,  both  natural  and  artificial,  immediately  under 
the  eye,  fuch  as  North  Berwick  Law,  the  Bafs,  Tantallan, 
Tropeine  Law,  part  of  Lammermuir,  Garleton  Hills,  Kill- 
duff,  five  or  fix  gentlemens  feats,  with  the  extenfive  planta- 
tions of  Gilmerton,  Newbyth,  and  Tyninghame.  A  fituation 
thus  beautiful  and  eligible,  with  the  advantages  formerly 
mentioned,  have  bad  no  fmall  influence  in  alluring  fuch  a 
number  of  inhabitants,  of  different  profeffions  in  life,  to  fet- 
tle in  it;  and,  while  mapy  villages  in  Scotland  are  deferted, 
and  permitted  to  go  to  ruins,  the  worthy  proprietor  of  Athel- 
flaneford  has  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  flourifhing  village  rife 
on  his  cftate^  the  numerous  inhabitants  of  which  look  up  so 
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Um  with  gratitude;  as  their  guardian  and  benefafior,  always 
ready  to  advife,  protect,  and  affift  them. 

Climate^  isfc. — From  the  clevatcil  fituation  of  the  village, 
and  the  open  ftate  of  the  pariih  in  general,  the  inhabitants 
are  very  healthy.  No  epidemical  diftempers  of  any  kind,  ex* 
c^ing  the  common  difeafes  incident  to  children,  are  known  $ 
and  deaths  are  chiefly  confined  to  infancy  and  old  age. 
Many  inflances  of  longevity  have  otcurred.  One  man  died 
about  a  year  ago  at  the  age  of  90,  and  feveral  above  8o. 
There  are,  at  prcfent,  in  the  parifh,  10  perfoHs  above  80, 
all  of  them  healthy  and  active.  The  praflice  of  inoculatioa 
is  become  general  among  perfons  of  better  ftation ;  and  it  is 
attended  with  the  happtell  effects,  not  one  child  having  ever 
died  under  that  management.  The  common  people  ftill  re- 
tain ftrong  prejudices  againft  it,  and  they  often  fuffer  fevere- 
ly  for  their  obftinacy.  About  two  years  ago,  out  of  20  chil- 
dren in  the  village  who  took  the  fmalUpox  in  the  natural 
way,  no  fewer  than  5  died  \  while  all  who  were  inoculated  had 
them  in  the  moft  favourable  way,  and  recovered  immediately. 
A  fa{l  of  this  kind,  fo  well  known,  and  with  which  the  lives 
of  children  are  fo  eflentially  conneded,  on^  would  imagine, 
muft  overcome  the  moft  obftinate  prejudices.  It  may  be  pro* 
per  to  obferve,  that  befides  people  in  the  other  lines  of  life 
that  are  feltled  in  the  village,  there  is  a  baker  and  a  brewer. 
But,  among  the  other  advantages  which  this  village  and  pa- 
riih enjoys,  there  is  one  th^t  deferves  particular  notice.  One 
of  the  beft  batcher  markets  in  Scotland  is  eftabliihed  here. 
It  was  originally  fet  up  under  the  patronage  of  the  late  Sir 
Francis  Kinloch  of  GilmertojQ,  and  has  been  carried  on  witiv 
fucccis  for  more  than  60  years  by  the  fan^e  man,  who,  during 
that  long  period,  has  been  univerfally  refpe^ed  for  his  inte- 
grity and  franknefa  in  dealing.  He  was  among  the  firft 
Vol.  X.  Y  graziers 
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graziers  in  thU  conntrf.  When  in  the  vigour  of  life,  he 
poflcfled  uocommon  fpirit  and  a£ttvtty,  .and  carried  on  bu£U 
nefs  as  a  grazier  and  butcher  to  greater  extent  than  any  other 
indiTJdual  in  Eaft  Lotiiian*  Of  late,  he  has  wifely  contrafked 
his  bufinefs  to  a  fmaller  feale»  but  ftiU  fupplies  the  pariih  and 
neighbourhood  with  every  kind  of  butcher  meat  in  the  fea- 
fon,  of  the  beft  quality;  beef  from  3  d«  to  4 J  d.  p^  Ub.  mut«> 
Son,  veal,  and  lamb,,  in  proportion.  He  is'  now  in  the  84tk 
year  of  his  age,  healthy  and  adive,  with  ftill  a  *<  fpark  of 
<f  youthful  fire."  A  woollen  manuiadure  of  flriped  varie- 
gated cloth  has  been  carried  on  ia  the  village  for  fome  years 
paft,  on  a  fmall  fcale.  The  cloth  feUs  from  4$^  6«  d.^  to  5  s^ 
6  d.  per  yard*  It  is  made  of  the  bcft  materials,  is  efteemed  a 
light,  genteel,  and  comfortable  drefs,  and  is  known  in  Edin- 
burgh by  the  name  of  the  Gilmirton  Livery.  The  demand 
for  it  increstfes,  the  manufadurer  has  both  Ipirit  and  ftock  to 
carry  it  on  to  greater  extent,  but  finds  great  difficulty  in  pro^ 
curing  female  hands  to  prepare  the  materials.  Accuftomed 
from  their  early  years  to  work  in  the  fields  in  weeding  the 
corn,  hoeing,  &c,  they  prefer  what  they  call  outwork  in 
fummer  to  any  domeftic  employment  *. 

^  Though  perfoos  of  diftinguiCHed  characters  are  not  produ* 
eed  in  every  age  and  in  every  foil,  yet  it  is  well  known  that  this 
parifh  has  produced  men  of  eminent  abilities  in  di&rent  pro- 
felTions  of  life.  Towards  the  end  of  the  16th,  and  beginning 
of  the  ryth  century,  a  great  part  of  the  lower  lands  of  Bali 
Lothian  were  poiTefTed  by  the  Hepburns,  collateral  branches  of 
the  Earls  of  fiothwell*  A  gentleman  of  that  name  was  propri- 
'  etor  of  the  lands  of  Atheidaneford.  A  fecood  fon  of  his  went 
Ttito  the  Swedifh  fervice.  General  LeOy,  in  paHing  through 
this  country  at  the  head  of  a  company,  on  their  way  to  embark 
to  join  Guftavus  Adolphus,  then  at  the  head  of  the  Proteftant 
League  in  Germany  agatnd  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  11.  faw 
young  Hepburn,  and  was  ftruck  with  his  appearance,  (for  he 
was  tali  axld  handibme),>  and  fpoke  to  him  in  a  manner  thaft 
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Pa0r.-*-Thefe  are  no  beggars  in  this  p^ifli  %  neither  is 
there  any  memorial  of  there  ever  having  been  any  afleflinent 

for 


lioofcd  the  (jpirit  4>f  the  yoang  hero,  a,nd  he  immediately  joined 
the  party-  He  foon  diilinguiihed  himfelf  by  his  miliiary  talents, 
and  rofe  to  the  rank,  ofcolonel  of  the  Scotch  Brigade.  In  that 
command  he  performed  many  important  ferVices,  and  often  re- 
ceived public  praife  from  Gullavus  for  his  gaUant  condad.  He 
afterwards  went  into  the  French  fervice,  and  died  a  Field  M:ir- 
fhal  of  France.  But,  though  few  potFefs  talents  to  diOinguiih 
themfelves  by  fuch  fpleadid  atchievements  as  Hepburn,  or  have 
opportunities  of  rtfing  to  fuch  eminent  rank,  yet  there  are  mei^ 
who,  in  the  humbler  paths  of  life,  have  opportunities  of  per* 
£E>rming  Services  of  great  general  utility,  and  of  eflencial  impor- 
tance ^o  the  improvciment  .of  their  country;  ai^d,  if  it  is  a  juft 
obfcrvation^  as  it  ceruinly  is.  That  the  man  who  makes  "  twQ 
'<  l>lades  of  jgrafe,  and  two  ears  of  com  grow  where  only  one 
.^  grew  befofe,"  deferves  to  be  ranked  among  the  benefadorf 
of  mankind,  it  would  be  improper  not  to  mention  in  a  publicar 
tion  of  this  nature,  {meant  to  mark  the  progrefs  of  improve^ 
ment  in  this  country),  the  following  character.  His  name^ 
which  deferves  to  be  handed  down  to  poiierity,  was  John  Wal- 
ker. It  is  not  certain  that  he  was  a  native  of  this  pariih  ;  but 
he  pofTeifed  land,  to  a  comfiderable  extent,  both  in  this  and  a 
neighbouring  piiiih,  and  was  the  firft  farmer  in  this  country 
who  either  hillowed  an  acre  of  land,  or  fowed  a  boll  of  wheat, 
on  what  is  commonly  called  outfield  land.  He  took  the  hint 
from  an  £ngli(h  gentleman  travelling  in  this  country.  When 
he  began  the  experiment,  many  of  his  neighbours  laughed  at 
his  feeming  folly,  while  his  more  immediate  conne<5lTons  were 
alarmed  at  the  circumtlance  of  his  not  fowing  his  Eelds,  and 
confidered  it  as  a  fymptom  of  poverty.  His  crop  exceeded  hi( 
moft  fanguine  ezpe^ations,  and  j unified  the  uifdom  of  his  con- 
duA  ;  and  his  neighbours  had  the  good  fenfe  to  follow  his  ex* 
ample.  This  experiment  was  made  in  the  parifh  of  Preftonkirk, 
on  the  eftate  o^  Beanilon,  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Wemyfs,  and  happened  towards  the  end  of  the  laft  century.  Some 
years  after  this,  perhaps  more  than  20,  the  fowing  of  clover  and 
other  grafs  feeds  was  introduced  mto  this  country  by  the  Earl  of 
Haddington,  grandfather  of  the  prefent  nobleman.  Thefe  were 
the  firft,  and  will  probably  prove  the  moft  important  and  per- 
manent, of  all  improvements  in  modern  hulbandry.  Robert 
filair^  Efquirc,  prefent  Solicitor  General  for  Scotlandi  who  fills 
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for  the  fuppoft  of  the  poor.  The  public  funds  are  ample, 
and  fully  adequate  to  that  purpofe.  The  number  upon  the 
poor's  roll  is  from  12  to  15,  who  are  regularly  fupplied  every . 
quarter.  Bcfidcs  thofe  upon  the  roll,  there  are  others  who 
receive  occafional  fupply  in  coals,  in  the  payment  of  their 
houfe  rents,  and  are  affifted  in  educating  their  children.  The 
common  people,  in  general,  are  afliamed  to  receive  public 
charity.  In  order  to  preferve  this  fenfe  of  fliamc,  which  is 
one  of  the  bcft  guardians  of  virtue^  the  kirk-feffion  give  a 
power  to  the  farmers  to  give  fuch  of  their  dependents  as  arer 
jn  want,  torn  and  other  neceflaries  which  they  may  judge 
proper,  for  which  they  are  paid  out  of  the  public  funds. 
At  other  times,  fome  of  them  that  are  in  diftrefs,  ate  relicv* 
cd  by  giving  them  money  in  the  Way  of  loan,  which  they  are 

allowed 

that  high  department  in  the  law  with  much  honour  to  himfelf, 
and  advantage  to  his  country,  is  a  native  oi  this  place.  His 
father  was  minrder  of  this  parifli,  a  gentleman  eminent  for  his 
learning  and  piety.  He  poficfTed  coziiiderable  poetical  talents, 
and  was  author  of  a  fmali  poem»  entitled,  The  Grave,  much 
admired  for  its  elegance  and  poetical  merit.  The  firfl  modern 
tragedy  in  the  Englifh  language  was  written  by  the  celebrated 
author  of  it  when  miniCter  of  this  parifh.  When  this  is  faid,  it 
is  almof^  unncccflary  *to  add,  that  the  Tragedy  of  Douglas, 
written  by  Mr  John  Home,  is  here  meant ;  for  it  is  univerially 
allowed,  that  the  tragic  raufe  never  wears  her  "  Weeds  of 
«*  Woe"  fo  gracefully,  or  with  fuch  happy  efFc6l,  as  in  the 
charafler  of  Lady  Randolph.  Mr  Home  was  10  years  minirter 
of  this  parilh ;  and,  during  his  incumbency,  was  not  iefs  ad- 
mired as  a  preacher,  than  he  has  been  ftnce  as  a  poet.  Upon 
demitting  his  charge,  he  built  an  elegant  villa  in  the  parifh,  and 
laid  out  the  g'ound  about  it  with  great  tade.  It  adds  much 
to  the  beauty  of  this  place.  Painting,  too,  the  fifter  art  of  po- 
ctfy,  has  been  cultivated  here  with  ta(ie  and  advantage.  The 
fon  of  a  refpedable  farmer  in  this  parifh,  from  his  earliefl  years 
difcovered  a  remarkable  genius  for  drawing  and  painting.  As  • 
he  advanced  in  life,  he  applfed  chiefly  to  miniatures,  in  which 
he  excelled.  For  thefe  feveral  years  paft,  he  has  been  in  Italy ; 
and  there  is  igood  reafon  to  believe  that  he  ranks  among  tbo - 
firft  anills  in  that  country. 


ailtoired  to  repay  when  able.  U  f  bis  inatiner  their  n^AM  ix^ 
fuppliedi  and  their  feelings  not  hurt.  Even  in  the  178^5  a 
Icafbn  of  ancommon  calamity  in  mttsj  pariflies,  the  pobr  her^ 
were  well  taken  care  of.  They  got  a  fmall  addition  to  their 
former  allowance,  and  ^ere  comfortabie.  The  annual  exp^n^ 
dxtore»  above  60 1.  arifcs  from  the  intereft  of  money,  collec^^ 
tions  at  the  church-door,  the  aft  of  the  mort-dbth,  and  of  it 
hearfe.  Bnt^  thotigh  there  are  no  beggars'  in  this  parifli,  it 
is  often  mneh  harrafled  by  vagrant  poor  from  other  parifhes. 
Thb  is  certainly  a  very  great  defeft  iti  the  police  of  this 
county  which  ought  to  be  remedied. 

.  ZcbaoU. — ^There  are  two  public  fchools  in  this  parifh.  The 
parochial  fchool  is  efiablidied  in  the  village  of  Athdftane-* 
ford.  The  fchoolmafter  has  the  legal  falary  of  100  merks. 
He  is  precentor,  feffion  clerk,  and  colieAor  of  the  money  for 
the  ftatute  labour  hi  the  parifh,  which  is  a  fmall  addition. 
He  is  well  qualified  to  teach  £ogli(h,  writing,  arithmetic^ 
book* keeping,  mathematics,  and  the  Latin,  Greek,  andv 
French  languages.  His  fcholars  are  very  numerous,  generaL 
Ij  from  60  to  80,  and  fometimes  more.  But,  with  all  his 
attention  and  indoftry,  his  annual  income  will  not  exceed 
30 1.  Sterling.  .  This,  which  is  afSiuence  when  compared 
with  the  average  livings  of  the  fchoolmafters  in  Scotland,  is 
but  fmall  encouragement  for  a  man  of  merit,  who  has  recei- 
ved a  liberal  education.  It  is  indeed  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  fo  ufefid  a  clafs  of  men  Ihould  be  fo  poorly  rewarded 
for  their  laborious  fervices ;  and  it  reflefls  no  honour  upon 
the  landed  intereft  of  Scotland,  that,  in  the  late  attempt  the 
fchoolmafters  made  to  get  fome  addition  to  their  livings,  they 
met  with  fuch  violent  and  determined  oppofition.  If  the 
wiiaom  of  the  legiflature,  an  hundred  years  ago,  thought  ir 
proper  and  ncceffary  to  allow  them  a  fmall  falary,  forely  if 
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cannot  be  unworthy  of  the  fame  wifdoms  in  the  prelent  en- 
lightened and  profperous  ftate  of  this  couatiy,  to  do  foine* 
thing  to  make  their  incomes  keep  pace»  in  fome  meafure,  with 
the  other  orders  in  fociety.  If  fomethiog  of  this  kind  is  not 
done,  there  is  reafon  to^ apprehend,  that,  within  a  few  years, 
many  parifhes  in  Scotland  will  not  be  able  tb  find  men  fu£^« 
ciently  qualified  to  fuperintend  the  education  of  youth.  The 
confequences  of  this  are  as  obvious  as  they  ar^  alarming* 
Cothic  ignorance  forebodes  nothing  iirieodly  either  to  private 
happinefs  or  national  improvement.  The  other  fchool  in 
this  parilh  is  in  the  village  of  Drem.  The  late  Earl  of  Hope- 
toun,  with  that  generofity  and  attention  to  the  comfort  of  his 
dependents  which  ftrongly  marked  his  Lordfhip's  charaflert 
allowed  the  fchoolmafter  i  boll  barley,  i  boll  oats,  and  i 
boll  peaie,  with  maintenance  for  a  cow»  fummer  and  winter, 
by  way  of  falary.  He  has  likewifi;  a  free  hdufe  and  garden. 
The  fcholars  are  taught  reading  Englifh,  writing,  and  arith* 
metic,  and  are  generally  from  30  to  50.  There  is  likewifc  a 
female  teacher  in  the  village  of  Athelftaneford,  for  inftruding 
girls  in  fewing,  working  lace,  &x.  She,  too,  is  allowed  a 
free  houfe  and  a  fmall  falary. 

Ecelefiqftical  SiaU. — The  church,  manfe,  fcbool-houfe,  and 
£:hoolmafter's  houfe,  have  all  been  new  built  within  thefc 
laft  12  years,  and  all  of  them  after  the  moft  approved  plans ; 
Co  that  there  is  no  parifti  in  Scotland  better  accommodated 
in  theie  refpe^ls.  The  ftipend  is  8  bolls  wheat,  16  bolls 
barley,  32  bolls  oats,  750  L  Scotch,  (including  501.  for  com- 
munion elements),  with  25  merks  Scotch,  as  the  intereft  of 
500  merks  mortified  money  on  the  eftate  of  Monkridge,  in 
the  pariih  6f  Haddington,  by  Mrs  Hepburn,  of  pious  mff« 
mory.  Sir  David  Kinloch  of  Gilmerton  is  patron,  and  j$  the 
qja\j  one  of  6  heritors  that  refiides  in  the  parilh. 
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*  HHfifBafUottS  Obfervatmu. — ^The  only  antiquities  in  this  p«« 
rifli  are  the  veftigc  of  a  campi  fcemingly  Oaoi(h,  concerning 
which  there  is  no  tradition,  and  hiftory  is  filent ;  and  the 
remains  of  a  chapel,  called  St  Johiis  Chapel^  which  belonged 
to  the  Knights  Templars.  Thefe  are  both  on  the  property 
of  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun.  The  houfe  of  Garleton,  too,  may 
be  mentioned  under  this  head.  It  appears  to  have  been  a 
place  of  magnificence^  but  is  now  almoft  in  ruins.  It  is 
beautifully  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  Garleton  Hills,  at  the 
weft  end  of  a  large  ftrath  of  fertile  land,  and  commands  a 
delightful  profpeA  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  lower  lands 
of  Eaft  Lothian. 

There  are  four  alehoufes  in  the  parifh,  but  they  are  at-* 
tended  with  no  .bad  confequences  either  to  the  health  or  the 
morals  of  the  people;  they  are,  what  they  ought  to  be^ 
places  of  accommodation  for  travellers,  or  for  tran(a£ting  ne- 
ceflary  bufinefs.  There  are  two  cof  n*mills  ^  one  upon  the 
eftate  of  Sir  David  Kinloch,  the  other  upon  the  property  of 
the  Earl  of  Hopetoun.  Their  fefpe£tive  tenants  are  thirled 
X6  thefe  mills,  which  is  fometimes  complained  of  as  a  griev- 
ance, but  certainly  without  good  reafon,  iince  the  thirlage 
ought  to  be  coniidered  as  a  part  of  their  rent ;  at  the  fame 
time,'  it  muft  be  confeflcd,  that  it  would  be  much  better  if 
every  fcrvitudc  of  this  kind  was  done  away.  There  are  three 
fmiths  in  the  parifli,  and  tradefmen  of  every  kind  conneAed 
with  the  improvements  in  hufbandry.  The  prices  df  labour 
and  provifions  are  almoft  double  of  what  they  were  40  years 
ago.  This  is  one  of  the  many  other  proofs  that  might  be 
given  of  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  country. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  parifh  have  been  long  remarkable 
for  the  liberality  of  their  fentlments  in  religious  mattets. 
They  are  exemplary  in  their  attendance  upon  the  ordinances 
of  religion^  and  uncommonly  decent  in  their  behaviour  upon 

thefe 
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tfacfe  oiccafions.  Thofe  in  a  better  ftatton  are  attentive  to 
jthe  comfort  of  their  dependents.  In  their  focial  intercoarfe, 
they  are  kind  without  affefbtion,  and  hofpitable  without  ex- 
travagance. The  lower  dais  are  fober,  peaceable,  and  in- 
duftrious.  Upon  the  whole,  there  are  few  parifhes  in  Scot- 
land that  enjoy  greater  advantages  than  the  parifh  of  Athei- 
fianeford,  and  none  in  which  the  people^  in  generali  are 
«nore  comfortable^  contented,  and  happy. 
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PARISH    OF    KIRKURD/ 

fCwniy  and  Prejbytery  of  Peebles. ^-^Synod  of  LothiM 
and  IvieeddaU.J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  David  Anp£rsoh* 


Name^  Extent^  iSfe. 

THE  termiiiation  urd  is  from  tb«  Celtic  language,  3m4 
fignifies  a  quarter  or  fourth  part ;  hence  the  following 
idefcription  of  places  at  each  extremity  cf  the  pariihi  Kirkurd, 
)4ud)rurd|  Netherurd,  and  l^ochurd.  The  length  of  the  pa» 
rilb,  h\im  £•  to  W.  is  54-  Engliih  miles ;  and  its  breadth, 
Irom  N*  to  S*  from  3  to  4.  The  pariih,  in  general,  preients 
a  furface  finely  dtverfified;  and,  what  is  rem«irkable  in  a  billy 
coHntry,  fuch  as  TweeJdale  generally  is,  the  low  or  arable 
land  bears  almoft  an  equal  proportion,  in  point  of  extent,  to 
the  high  or  (Keep  grounds.  The  pariih,  from  adual  (urvey, 
contains  6(^20  acres,  E^gJifli  meafurc.  The  loil  is  of  diffe- 
rent kinds.  Towards  the  fmall  river  Tanh,  it  is  moftly 
loam ;  in  one  lirge  farm  we  meet  with  clay ;  but  the  pre- 
"vaHing  foil  is  gravelifli.  The  light  fori  is  preferable  for 
crops,  as  the  parifh  lies  in  general  high,  being  upwards  of 
h6co  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Tea.  Though  the  air  is  fharp, 
it  IS  pure  and  hciilthful.  Diftcmpers  are  far  from  being  fre- 
4queiH.  Rhcumatifm  is  the  nioft  j  revalcnt.  This  is,  in  a 
great  nieafure,  owing  to  the  little  attention  that  is  paid  to 
VoL«  X*  Z  warm 
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wavm  and  dry  clothing,  and  to  the  cold  and  uncomfortable 
houfes  of  the  poorer  clafles.  Though  there  are  no  remark- 
able inftances  of  longevity,  except  one  man  who  died  about 
10  years  ago,  whofe  age  was  92,  (he  was  born  in  the  parilh, 
and  refided  in  it  all  his  life),  yet  the  inhabitants  arrive,  in 
general,  to  a  good  age. 

Rivers  and  Hills. — ^The  Tarth  runs  along  the  north  end  of 
the  pariih,  and  divides  it  from  Linton  and  Newlands,  It 
abounds  with  a  trout  of  a  fuperior  (ize  and  flavour  from  what 
is  caught  in  the  neighbouring  rivers,  owing  perhaps  to  the 
flillnels  with  which  the  river  flows,  and  the  abundant  provi- 
fion  to  be  met  with  in  its  numerous  podls.  A  few  large 
trout  or  fmall  falmon  come  up  this  ftream  from  the  Tweed 
after  a  flood  \  but,  as  they  only  appear  in  fpawning  time^ 
they  are  unwholefome  food. 

The  higheft  hill  is  Hell's  Cleugh,  on  the  fummit  of  which 
is  a  fmall  cairn,  called  the  Pyhedjlam^  the  boimdary  of  three 
parifhes,  viz.  Stobo,  Broughcon,  and  Kirkurd*  From  this 
cairn  is  a  view  of  the  country  beyond  the  Forth,  and  a  chain 
of  mountains,  from  the  eaft  parf  of  Fife,  as  far  as  Dunbar^ 
tonihire.  South  of  the  Forth,  the  view  extends  as  far  eaft 
as  North  Berwick ;  likewife  to  the  Eildon  Hills  near  Melrofe, 
and  Cheviot  Hills  in  Northumberland.  The  height  of  this 
bill  above  the  level  of  the  fea  was  found  by  Captain  Arm* 
ftrongi  who  made  a  furvey  of  the  county,  to  be  2100  feet. 

Proprietors. --^\itxt  are  four  heritors,  of  whom  only  one 
refides  at  prefent  in  the  pariOi.  Mr  Carmichael  of  Skirling, 
and  Mr  Lawfon  of  Cairnmuir,  have  their  principal  feats  here« 
The  manGon-houfe  of  Kirkurd  is  a  modern  building,  with 
an  extenfive  policy.  In  the  gardens  are  a  green-houfe,  an 
ice-houfe,  and  3  fmall  hot-houfes.    This  place  was  yafily 
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beautified  and  improved  by  the  htc  worthy  proprietor,  Joho 
Earl  of  Hyndford,  who  left  Kirkurd,  and  other  valuable 
eftates,  to  his  grandnephew  John  Carmichael  of  Skirliog, 
Mr  Lawfon  has  lately  built  at  New  Caimmuir»  or  Ncthcr- 
urd,  a  large  and  elegant  houfe.  Around  it  are  feveral  inclo- 
fures  and  plantations  of  value. 


Stati/lical  Table. 


Ploughs        -        -  22 

Carts        ...  50 

Horfes  young  and  old,  70 

Cows  and  young  cattle  200 

Sheep        -         *  2000 

Valued  rent,  Scotch 

L.  1 108: 15  :4 

Real  rent.  Sterling,  a- 

L.  850 


boot 
Farms  above  50  L  each 

■  ■     ■*  under  50  L 
Population  in  1755     . 

■  in  179a    • 
Males 

Females 
Under  10        - 
Between  10  and  ao     • 
,     ■*  20  and  50     - 

■  ■  50  and  70 
...  I  ■  70  and  80 
Families 

Houfes  uninhabited 
Hottfes  built  within  10 
years  preciBding  1792 


3 
10 

310 
288 
i3« 
'57 
55 
56 

58 
6 

^5 
6 

12 


Old  houfes  pulled  down, 

ditto        -         «  II 

Married  perfons        •  86 

Unmarried  men  above  20  28 

■                 women  ditto  48 

Widowers        -          -  5 

Widows        -          -  10 

Of      the       eftablifhed 
Church        •        •       250 

Burgher  Seceders        -*  23 

Antiburgher  ditto        -  i  c 

Relief  ditto            -  3 
Epifcopalians           *     > 
Clergyman 
Merchant 
Schoolmafter 
Innkeeper 

Smiths         •         -        -  3 

Carpenters        -        .  3 

Weavers  and  apprentices  4 

Shoemakers  and  ditto    «  % 

Taylors  and  ditto         -  .  4 

Gardeners  and  ditto      -  3 

MiUcrs        -           -  2 
Overfeer 
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Ovcrfeer        •          ..          i 

Marriagcif  dttio        «• 

3* 

Mate  fervants          -          44 

Buried,  ditto,  id  the  ^ 

Female  ditto        •        *     3^ 

ri(h 

34 

Ihf^laboorers        «      «       p 

Buried,  ditto,  from  other 

&udent        .          *             I 

parilhet 

3^ 

Baptifms  for   10  jearsy 

from  1783  to  179a         51 

j/griculturff  (5'<:.— About  480  acres  are  kept  in  tillage* 
The  common  mo(ie  of  farming  in  the  croft  land,  (which  re* 
oeives  all  the  houfe-dung  of  the  hu*ms\,  is  to  have  a  third 
part  under  peaie»  potatoes^  and  turnips,  as  cleaning  and  meii* 
orating  crops ;  which  third,  the  fucceeding  year  (if  not  dung-* 
ed  with  the  cleaning  crops)  is  dunged-  for  bear,  and  next 
jear  is^  fowo  with  oats.  Clover,  and,  in  a  great  meafure, 
turnips  are  excluded  from  the  rotation,  from  the  want  of 
inclof.ires,  and  the  difficulty  of  defending  them  from  the 
iheep  in  winter.  Tiicre  may  be  about  240  acres  of  croft: 
managed  m  this  way,  viz.  80  in  peafe,  potatoes,  turnips,  and 
liiit,  80  in  bear,  and  80  in  oats,  in  a  year.  The  remaining 
240  acres  under  tillage  »re  outfield,,  and  are  manured  by  the 
cattle  folded  at  night  in  funmer,  to  keep  them  from  the 
growing  corns  ihe  fo  ds  are  inclotures  made  of  ibd,  at 
the  expence  of  about  1 1  d.  or  2  d.  the  running  rood  of  6 
yardsy  at  ^\  feet  in  height.  The  leys  intended  to  be  brought 
into  tillage  are  iiiclofcd  in  this  manner  early  in  the  fpring  % 
the  fheep  and  black  cattle  are  kept  in  diftindl  folds ;  and  10 
fcore  of  liie:  p  may  dung  in  this  way  atx>ut  3  acres  in  a  fea- 
fon.  When  the  corns  are  got  oflF  the  fields  in  harveft,  the 
folds  are  icvtl!eJ,  and  the  ground  ploughed.  Three  crops  of 
oats  are,  in  grntml^  taken  fucceffively  after  folding;  but^ 
when  the  folded  land  is  alfo  limed  on  the  (ward,  5  crops  are 
fimietimes  taken.    Ihe  land  is  then  kh  to  coUeA  fward  a» 
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k  «laf.  This  111  die  geoena  dcTcrii^tiba  ilf  Ihe  treitoient  of 
the  \mA  in  tillage  ;  buf  tbtre  are  ievttal  exceptions,  vhers 
a  better  fyftem  is  introduced ;  and  the  Norfolk  ijftetm  of  • 
tocation  ef  f>»ur,  feenis  to  be  approved  of,  whef«r  there  is  6p« 
ponunity  to  carry  it  into  praAice.  In  a  few  mftances,  ehe 
dairy  farming  has  been  introduced  as  the  chief  article  of 
pro^t. 

The  Scotch  plough  is  generally  ufei,  with*  two  Arong 
horfes,  except  in  4  instances  with  four.  Siuall's  plough  has 
likewife  been  introduced.  The  hories,  young  and  oKJ,  in 
this  parifh,  will  amount  to  about  70.  A  iew  ave  reared  for  the 
inarfcet,  and  fold  when  young  \  but  the  generality  is  for  pri- 
vate tife,  and  to  fupply  the  wafte  of  the  old.  Thirty  head  of 
black  cattle,  at  an  average  of  4 1.  each,  may  be  iold  yearly^ 
The  mikh  cows  are,  at  an  average,  from  16  to  a8  ftonea 
weight.  They  produce  from  4  to  i  o  Scotch  pints  of  milk 
jDfr  day,  a  few  16  or  18.  The  fhecp  are  of  the  common 
Scotch  breed.  The  num4)er  that  tan  kit  fparcd  is  fold  at 
diffirrcnt  periods.  In  April,  when  big  with  young,  at  10  L 
or  1 1 1.  per  fcore ;  in  September,  to  the  butcher,  or  ;fbr  fur* 
ther  feeding,  about  7  I.  per  fcore.  1  he  lambs  are  fold  ia 
July  from  al.  10  s,  to  4!.  ^w- fcore.  What  remains  after 
thefe  different  4ramngt^  (as  tht7  are  termed),  are  kept  for 
flock ;  they  are  all  laid  with  butter  or  oil,  and  tar,  about 
M^tinmas,  I'he  wool  of  late  years  has  been  rapidly  riCng 
io  value.  It  was  fold  laft  year,  after  being  Wcilhed,  at  6  s* 
4  d.  and  6  s.  6  d.  per  ftone ;  7  or  8  fleeces  of  the  wafhed 
wool  generally  go  to  the  ftone. 

Between  joo  and  600  acres  of  land  are  indoled,  a  confi* 
derable  part  of  which  is  well  (heltered  with  trees,  and  fuffi- 
cie/itly  watered.  This  land,  on  an  average,  may  be  worth 
16  s  per  acre.  About  150  of  thefe  acres,  divided  into  park* 
of  difBsrent  iizes^  command^  bj];razing,   i(Sol.  ferannufH. 

The 
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The  lands  are  ioclofed  bjr  liedge  and  ditch.  The  hedges 
and  ditches  are  frequently  in  double  rows,  at  the  diftance  of 
a  few  feet  from  each  other. 

There  are  many  valuable  plantations  both  of  the  difierent 
kinds  of  hard  wood,  and  the  various  ipecies  of  fir.  Some  of 
thefe  are  arrived  at  their  full  growth,  and  young  trees  are 
gradually  coming  up  to  fupply  the  wafte  of  the  old.  The 
number  of  acres  planted  will  amount  to  upwards  of  aoo. 
There  are  no  natural  woods  in  the  pariih  *• 

ServiciSp  (9*r.— A  few  fervices  are  ftill  performed  by  the 
tenants,  fuch  as  driving  of  coals,  cafting,  winnowing,  and 
driving  peats  home.  There  are  a  confiderable  number,  too, 
of  kain  hens  paid.  There  is  a  public-houfe  in  the  parifh 
for  the  accommodation  of  travellers.  It  has  no  bad  effeft  on 
the  morals  of  the  people,  who  are,  in  general,  a  fet  of  fober 
and  induftrious  men.  Two  great  roads  pafs  through  this 
pariih,  the  one  from  Edinburgh  to  Moffat,  the  other,  lately 
made,  from  Peebles  to  Glafgow.  They  are  upheld  by  road- 
makers,  and  are  kept  in  tolerable  repair.    The  ftatute  labour 
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*  In  confequence  of  manufadores  eftabliihed  in  this,  and 
particularly  in  the  neighbouring  county,  there  is  a  great  de- 
mand for  work  people.  Servants  have  of  courfe  become  ra- 
ther fcarce  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  wages  are  rifing 
every  year.  A  good  ploughman  earns  6  guineas,  or  upwards, 
and  female  fervants  from  3 1,  to  4I.  per  annumt  with  their  vie- 
tuals.  There  is  no  market  here  for  provifions.  The  batcher 
meat  is  brought  from  Peebles,  Biggar,  or  Edinburgh.  Butter 
IS  fold,  in  general,  at  8d.  per  lib.  \  ewe  milk  cheefe  at  6  s.  6d. 
cow  milk  at  4s.  per  (lone ;  eggs  in  fummer,  4/!.  in  winter,  6d. 
per  dozen  1  chickens  8  d.  a  pair  \  hens  i  s.  ducks  lod.  a  piece. 
Day  labourers  earn  per  daf,  in  winter,  6  d.  in  fummer  8d.  with 
their  vifluals  Ditches,  catling,  and  operations  of  that  ki^ 
are  generally  done  by  the  piece,  from  9  d.  to  I  s.  the  running 
r"o*i  of  ft  yards.  Piece  "w6rk  is  preferred  by  labourers.  Car- 
|.cn*V.£  V  .  .-v<j  are  is.  a  day,  xnafons  i  s.  4d.  tayiors  8d« 
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w^s  ^converted  Tome  jears  ago  bjr  aft  of  ParUamfint.    The 
bridges  are  kept  in  excelleQt  order* 

Eeclefiqftical  StaUj'^The  church  was  rebuilt  in  1766,  when 
it  was  removed  about  half  a  mile  wcftward  from  its  former 
fituation  in  Kirkord  policy.  Around  it  there  is  a  piece  of 
ground  appropriated  for  burying ;  but»  though  this  burial* 
ground  has  been  now  opened  for  upwards  of  20  years*  the 
old  church* yard}  for  various  reafons»  is  (till  very  much  ufed. 
The  ftipend,  with  the  addition  of  s^  manfe,  and  a  glebe  of 
V9  acres,  will  amount  to  upwards  of  80 1.  Sterling.  The 
manfe,  offices,  and  glebe,  which  were  formerly  at  a  coofider- 
able  diftance  from  both  kirks,  are  now  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  new.  The  manfe  and  offices  were  all  new  built  in 
2788*  The  gfeateft  part  of  the  new  glebe  (which  was  ex« 
ctmbed  for  the  old)  has  been  inclofcd  by  the  mtnifter,  at  his 
own  ezpence,  with  hedge  ^nd  ditch«  John  Carmkha^l,  ffq^ 
of  Skirling  i9  patron. 

Ppor.r^M  there  are  no  rates,  the  poor  are  fupported  £rom 
the  weekly  colleAions  in  the  church,  by  dues  at  proclamations 
for  marriage,  by  dues  for  mort-doths,  and  the  intereft  of  ^ 
capital  of  140 1,  at  5  per  cent. 

Average  of  the  annual  expences  vf  Supporting  the  Poor^ 

No.  of  Poor.  Expence, 

For  5  years  preceding  1758,    -      6|        -  L.  5    4    0$ 

.  1778,    -     io|        -  10    9    6f 

For  10  years  preceding  1 792,    .       6/^       -  9    1^^ 

In  1782,  the  whole  crop  of  oaU  in  the  parifh  was  froft 
bitten.  It  was  not  got  in  before  the  month  of  December. 
The  meal  was  exceedingly  bad,  and  fold  at  2 1.  5  $.  ^  load. 

The 
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The  farmers  foftained  great  lofiesi  after  all  the  dtodofiioai 
that  Was  made  of  their  rents  bf  the  Jairdt •  They  bottght  tha 
whole  of  their  feed-oats  next  fpring  from  Lothian  and  Rox- 
burgh (hire.  One  heritor  eommiffioned  a  eonliderable  qiun- 
tity  of  oats  from  Mex,  fowed  part  of  them  himieif,  and  dif« 
tnbuted  part  among  his  tenants.  The  kirk*ieffion  bought 
feveral  loads  of  oat^mej^  and  fold  k  to  cottars  and  houlis* 
Koiders  at  i  s,  the  peek.  I  his,  with  the  white  beam  brought 
firoijj  Letth.  gave  gfcat  relief*  ihey  have  seioivtd  this  year 
(179a)  to  lay  up  a  few  loads  of  oac  ana  bear  ii^al,  and  leil 
it  out  ac  a  reduced  price^  in  caiie  thefe  articles  (bould  rife  to 
an  cxtravagaiit  rate 

A  fociety  W4S  efttbliflied  in  this  partih  6  years  ago,  named 
ibi  Knkurd  trundly  Socuty,  in  crder  to  raile  a  fund  tor  tho 
relief  of  uiltrtlled  memt>crs.  Each  member  piy^  2s«  at  en* 
try,  and  r^  s.  4  d.  a  year,  dud  continues  3  years  before  he  re* 
eeives  any  bciithc ;  at  tho  cud  of  which  timCi  if  he  is  unable 
to  work,  IS  euiitlcd  to  2  i.  fir  week.  The  capital  m  now 
gc  i.  As  the  fund  increaics,  they  intend  to  make  a  fmall 
provtfiou  for  their  widows.  For  the  two  laft  fears,  the 
clergy  have  cuuntenai  ecu  this  2K)ciety,  hy  giving  a  lernon  at 
the  annual  uieeting.  The  coUeAion  at  that  time  is  for  be- 
hoof of  the  Society. 

&i&:>0/.— The  fcboolmaftet^s  falary  is  81.  6  s.  8d.  with  a 
hou  e  and  garden.  The  fichool  and  fchoolmafter's  houfe 
we*-e  aii  new  built,  with  flated  roofs,  In  1 773  The  number 
of  r.hoiars  at  an  average^  is  about  2c«  i  he  fchobl  wages  are^ 
for  reading,  1  s.fer  quarter  ;  for  writing,  1  s.  6  d  ;  for  arith^ 
n^.etic,  2  s.  The  fchoolmafter  is  alio  feflion-clerk  and  pre- 
cenrof,  Wbofe  falary  is  1 1;  per  annum^  befides  perquifites,  for 
proclamations  of  marriages^  recording  of  b^ytifms,  and  wti* 

ting 
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ting  teftimonialsj  amounting  to  about  ids.  yearly  at  an  ave* 
wgc. 

MifctUanems  Obfirvatims.-^Thtrt  is  a  copious  fulphureoos 
fpring  near  Kirkurd'houfe.  A  chemicar  analyfis  was  made 
of  it  fome  years  ago  by  Dr  Black  of  Edinburgh,  by  which  it 
was  found  to  be  ftronger  than  the  fulphureous  water  at  Mof- 
fat, but  weaker  than  that  at  Harrogate.  It  has  been  ofed  of 
late  with  fuccefs  in  feverai  diftempers.  Coal,  peat,  and  turf^ 
are  all  nfed  here  for  fuel.  In  gentlemens  families,  coals  are 
always  burnt ;  they  are  fituated  at  8  or  9  miles  diftance. 
Peats,  to  a  great  extent  and  depth,  and  of  a  very  fuperior 
quality,  are  found  in  one  farm  in  this  parilb  ;  they  are  not 
cad.  The  tenants  have  a  privilege  of  cafting  peats  in  difie* 
rent  mofles  in  the  parifh  of  Linton,  and  confcquently  avail 
themfelves  of  that  privilege. 

Until  1752,  the  large  eftate  of  Kirkurd  was  the  refident 
property  of  Geddes  of  Rachan  for  1 100  years,  while  Rachan^ 
from  whence  the  title  was  taken,  is  reported  to  have  been  in 
the  pofleffion  of  the  Geddes's  for  1300  years.  Ja^ies  Ged- 
des of  Rachan  was  born  in  this  parifh  in  1710,  was  educated 
for,  and  pradifed  feverai  years  at,  the  bar,  but  died  of  a  con- 
fumption  before  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  40.  He  publilhed 
an  Eflay  on  the  Compofition  and  Manner  of  Writing  of  the 
AncientS)  and  left  beMnd  him  feverai  other  traAs  *• 

Among 

*  In  the  parks  of  Kirkurd  are  two  fmall  mounts,  called  the 
Caflie  and  La^,  They  arc  furroundcd  with  a  dike  of  an  irre- 
gular form.  Mr  Gordon,  in  his  itinerary,  thinks  them  artifi- 
cial, but  does  not  form  any  conjeiflure  as  to  their  ufe.  There  is 
to  the  ead  of  thefe,  a  circular  fortification  on  an  eminence  near 
Ladyurd,  called  the  Rings ^  and  another  to  the  weft,  on  the  farm 
of  Lochurd,  called  the  CheJUn ;  hence  they  are  fuppofed  to 
have  been  a  military  erection  ;  and  a  place  called  Cafnprigendi  2l 
mile  fouth  to  the  laft  of  thefe,  farther  confirms  this  idea. 

Vol.  X.  A  a  More 
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Among  the  advantages  formerly  mentioned  which  tbk 
parHh  enjoys,  may  be  added  its  vicinity  to  lime ;  but,  not- 
withdanding  of  the  acknowledged  advantages  arifing  from 
lime  to  land,  the  farmers  here  have  not  generally  (as  yet) 
.availed  themfelves  of  it.  One  difadvantage  which  this  place 
labours  under,  (and  which  was  fpecified  above),  is  the  ex- 
action of  fervices  \  but  there  is  another  grievance  under 
which  the  farmers  groan,  and  which  calls  loudly  for  redrefs, 
and  that  is  the  payment  of  multure.  The  tenants  are  thirled 
to  the  mills,  and  pay  a  high  multure,  which  is  a  great  bar  to 
improvement.  By  thirlage  a  forced  employment  is  given  to 
mills,  for  which  there  would  be  no  demand,  if  things  were 
left  to  their  natural  courfe.  Though  the  generality  of  the 
country  around  is  fitter  for  (heep  pafture  than  tillage,  yet  no 
lefs  than  four  corormills  are  found  on  the  Water  of  Tarth, 
all  in  the  fpace  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  two  of  which  are 

iituated  within  this  parilh. 

NUM. 

More  than  50  years  ago,  there  was  found  in  the  Mount-hill 
a  clay  urn  fall  of  bones,  which  was  furrounded  with  four  broad 
Hones,  and  covered  with  a  ftonc  on  the  top.  There  was  lately 
found  at  the  bottom  of  the  fame  hill,  a  llone  coffin,  about  4J 
feet  ^onsr,  2i  feet  wide,  and  2^  feet  deep.  Its  bottom  was  gra- 
vel, the  lides  built  of  fcveral  tlones,  and  the  cover  one  entire 
Hone.  The  body  was  not  lying  at  full  length,  as,  by  the  fizc  of 
the  bones,  it  appeared  to  have  bten  about  6  feet  long.  The 
bones  appeared  entire  when  firft  difcovered  ;  hut,  upon  being 
cxpofed  to  the  air,  and  lifted  up  by  the  hand,  they  crumbled 
to  dull.  There  was  found  among  the  bones  three  flint  ftones, 
one  refembling  a  halbert,  another  of  a  circular  form,  and  the 
third  cylindrical.  The  firft  is  fuppolcd  to  be  the  antient  wea- 
pon called  the  Jione  celt,  the  other  were  two  kinds  of  warlike 
inibumtnts.  There  was  alfo  difcovered  a  fmall  ring.  This  is 
a  Dr.'idical  amulet ;  and  it  was  an  indication  that  a  perfon  of 
rank  was  here  interred. 

Hairfian^Sy  fo  named,  perhaps,  from  a  few  crc<fl  ftones  arr^n- 
cred  circularly,  is  faid  to  have  been  a  place  for  religious  wor- 
ihip.  In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  is  th^Kirkdean  and 
Temple  lauds. 
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NUMBER     Xlir. 

PARISH    OF   BOTRIPHNIE. 

(County  of  Banff.-^PreJhyiery  of  Strathbogie.— Synod 
of  Moray.  J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Alexander  Angus, 


Extent,  Name,  isfc. 

FEW  parifhes  in  Scotland  afford  Icfs  fubjcft  for  ftatiftical 
inquiries  than  this  of  Botriphnie.  It  is  fituated  about 
24  Engli(h  miles  W.  from  the  county  town,  and  extends 
from  N.  to  S.  about  4*,  and  from  E.  to  W.  about  3  EngliQi 
miles,  comprehending  the  whole  breadth  of  the  county,  be- 
ing bounded  by  the  parifh  of  G  afs,  in  Aberdeen fliirc,  on  the 
S.  a^d  on  the  N.  by  jjart  of  Dundurcas,  in  Moray. 

The  name  of  the  parjfli,  like  moft  others  in  this  part  of 
Scotland,  is  probably  of  Gaelic  origin  ;  but,  though  the  prc- 
fcnt  incumbent  has  converlcd  with  many  perfons  who  under- 
ilot)d  that  language,  he  could  obtain  no  information  with  re- 
fpeft  to  its  derivation.  The  greater  part  of  the  panfh  con- 
fif^s  of  one  beautiful  ftrath,  fituated  between  two  hills  to  the 
N.  and  S  with  the  fmall  river  of  Ma  (which  takes  us  rife 
in  the  W,  part  of  the  parifli  towards  Murtlach;  running 
through  the  middle  of  it.  The  banks  of  this  itream  are 
beautiiuily  adorned  with  aller  and  birch  trees,  the  natural 
produce  of  the  country  ;  feveral  fmall  rills,  which  fall  into  it 
from  the  hills  don  each  Qde,  are  covered  in  the  fame  manner } 

and 
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and  the  proprietor  has  made  very  extenfive  plantations  of  fir 
and  other  trees,  all  which  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the 
country.  The  fir  trees  towards  the  top  of  the  hilb  are  gene- 
rally dwarfiOi ;  but  they  increafe  in  fize  towards  the  bottom, 
and  are  generally  found  to  thrive  better  in  a  northerly  than 
in  a  foutherly  cxpoCure. 

&/7,  Agricuitute^  (^c. — ^The  foil  is  a  black  loam,  and,  ia 
fome  places,  a  ftrong  clay,  and  not  many  feet  £irom  the  fur- 
face.  Limeftone,  of  an  excellent  quality,  is  to  be  met  with 
in  every  field  ;  but  it  is  little  ufed,  except  for  the  purpofes 
of  building.  Many  farmers  in  this  pari(h  have  tried  it  with- 
out fuccefs ;  and,  though  they  do  not  pretend  to  lay  that  it 
hurts  their  fields,  yet  they  do  not  find  the  returns  from  it 
equal  to  the  expence.  A  gentleman,  who  rents  a  very  ex* 
tenfive  farm,  has  lately  ufed  lime  in  very  confiderable  quan- 
tities ;  but  it  will  require  a  little  time  fully  to  afcertain  its 
efFeds.  On  ground  lately  taken  in  from  the  heath,  its  in* 
fluence  is  more  perceptible. 

The  fields  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  parifh  have  a  good  expo- 
fure,  and  are  of  confiderable  extent,  firom  the  river  to  the 
top  of  the  hill ;  and,  for  the  whole  length  of  the  parifli  on 
that  fide,  there  is  hardly  a  break  in  them,  except  where  they 
are  interfe£led  by  a  few  fmall  rills,  and  clumps  of  birch  and 
alier.  About  every  farm  there  are  a  confiderable  number  of 
ad  trees,  *  which  are  equally  fubfervient  to  utility  and  orna«* 
xnent. 

Except  in  two  farms,  there  are  no  inclofures  in  the  pariOi. 
The  ftones  for  that  purpofe  might  be  quarried  at  no  great 
expence.  In  general,  the  ridges  are  ftraight ;  but  few  other 
improvements  in  hu(bandry  are  to  be  met  with.  No  country 
anfwers  better  for  fown  grafs ;  and  as  rich  fields  of  it  are  to 
be  met  with  here  as  ia  any  part  of  Scotland  i  but  they  are 

confined 
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confined  to  two  or  three  farms^  and  ferve  only  to  (how  what 
the  country  might  produce;  were  it  in  the  bands  of  perfons 
who  had  abilities  or  encouragement  to  improve. 

Rent^  Services,  {5'^.— The  rent  of  the  pariih  is  upwards  of 
if">ol.  Sterling,  divided  into  farms  of  different  extent,  from 
70 1.  to  8 1.  a  year,  partly  paid  in  money,  and  partly  in  oat- 
meah  It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  among  other  caufes 
that  retard  improvement,  that  leafes  are  only  granted  for  19 
years,  and  fome  for  a  fhorter  period ;  that  befidcs  the  rent^ 
as  above  fpecified,  feveral  iervices  are  exaded  of  the  tenants, 
fuch  as  leading  tuei,  cutting  dovn  corn  ifn  harvefl,  and  other 
exactions  of  a  iimiliu:  nature,  which,  if  viewed  in  a  proper 
light,  are  more  hurtful  to  the  tenant  than  beneficial  to  the 
proprietor. 

Thefe  remains  of  feudal  vafialage  are  mentioned  with  re- 
luftance ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
proprietors  will  lead  them  to  vie  with  one  another  in  remo- 
ving every  redraint  on  induflry,  and  confider  it  as  their  ho- 
nour, as  it  is  certainly  their  intereft,  to  fee  their  tenants 
thriving  and  independent.  For  this  purpofe,  befides  an  al- 
lowance to  build  comfortable  houfes,  make  fubftantial  inclo- 
fures,  and  plant  trees  and  hedges,  no  leafe  fhould  be  for  a 
fhorter  period  than  two  19  years  and  a  life ;  and  thirlage^ 
and  every  other  iervice,  (hould  be  abolifhed. 

Flax  anfwers  well  in  this  parifh,  and  confiderable  quanti- 
ties of  it  are  railed  annually.  Barley  and  oats  are  the  prin- 
cipal  produce  of  the  country.  The  late  harvefts,  for  fome 
years  paft,  have  difcouraged  the  growth  of  peafe ;  but,  in 
ordinary  years,  they  are  very  productive,  borh  in  point  of 
com  and  provender  for  cattle^  and  as  an  excellent  prepara^ 
tion  for  a  crop  of  barley. 

The 
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The  rent  of  Iand,'«  when  ^Ict  out  in  fmall  parcels,  is  20  s. 
the  Scotch  acre;  and,  in  larger  farms,  about  15s.  Land  of 
an  inferior  quality  lets  fiom  6  s.  to  los.  Barley  harveft  be- 
gins generally  about  the  middle  of  September,  though  oats 
are  commonly  three  weeks  later.  An  earlier  fpecies  of  oats 
has  of  late  been  introduced,  which  fucceeds  well  on  grour4 
in  good  heart,  and  is  as  foon  ready  as  barley. 

In  1782,  there  was  a  great  deficiency  in  the  crop,  owing 
to  the  froft  coming  on  early,  and  preventing  the  grain  from 
coming  to  maturity.  Had  it  not  been  for  a  very  confider* 
able  importation,  the  confequences  muft  have  been  fatal. 
The  deficiency  of  the  fucceeding  crop  arofe  entirely  from 
the  badncfs  of  the  feed.  Even  oats  that  appeared  liitle  infe- 
rior in  plumpnefs  and  colour  to  the  produce  of  ordinary 
years,  proved  equally  unfit  for  feed  as  the  pooreft  grain. 
They  looked  well  on  their  firft  coming  above  ground,  but 
Ibon  after  totally  difappeared  *• 

ManufaBures^  £5*^.— In  this  parifh  there  are  9  weavers,  3 
turners,  chiefly  employed  in  making  fpinning  wheels,  i  car- 
penter, 4  taylors,  4  (hoemakers,  2  fhopkeepers,  and  12  ma- 
Ibns.  ^  The  latter  are  not  much  employed  within  the  parifh ; , 
but  they  find  work  in  the  fouthern  counties,  and  refide  here 
10  the  winter. 

The  women  are  employed  in  fpinning  linen  yarn,  from 
flax  partly  of  their  own  rearing,  and  partly  imported  from 
Holland  by  the  manufafhirers.  The  latter  kind  is  ipun 
fircm  6  to  8  hanks  in  the  pound,  and  varies  in  the  price  of 
fpi.  ning  according  to  the  demand.  Flax  of  home  growth  is 
fpun  from  2  to  5  hanks  in  the  pound^  and  is  fold  at  an  an- 
nual 

•  The  price  of  labour  has  increafed  much  within  7  years. 
M  XI  IcTv.nis  wages  arc  from  61.  to  7  I.  and  womcn-fervants 
about  50  s.  a  year.    A  day-labourer  earns  6d.  beQdes  vitfluals. 
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Dual  fiiir  held  here  in  February,  and  bought  up  by  manufao- 
turers  in  .the  villages  of  Keith  and  Huntly,  who  fend  it  to 
Glafgow  and  Paifley.  At  prpfcnt,  it  fells  at  2s.  6d.  the 
fpindle,  or  4  hanks,  which  is  4.d.  dearer  than  it  was  laft 
'  *  feafon. 

A  confiderable  quantity  of  linen  cloth  is  likewife  made 
from  flax  reared  in  the  parifh,  which,  after  it  is  bleached,  is 
fold  at  an  annual  fair  'held  in  Keith  in  September,  and  at 
Huntly  in  July. 

Prodtice. — A  great  deal  of  money  is  annually  received  foe 
black  cattle,  which  have  now  become  an  objedl  of  as  mucll 
importance  to  the  farmer  as  corn  irfelf. 
,  Much  more  grain  is  laifed  in  the  parifli  than  is  fuiEcieht* 
for  the  maintainance  of  the  inhabitants.  The  meal  paid  to 
the  proprietors  finds  a  market  in  the  fouthern  counties.  The 
barley  raifed  by  the  tenants  is  confumed  by  the  licenfed  diil 
tillers.  Ttie  countries  of  Badenoch,  Strathfpey,  and  Strath- 
aven,  generally  have  a  demand  for  what  meal  can  be  fpared; 
and  the  farmer  often  finds  his  account  in  felling  oats^  whick 
are  (hipped  at  Garmouth  or  Buckie  for  the  Frith  of  Forth. 

Very  few  iheep  are  reared  in  the  parifb,  and  thefe  of  a 
very  fmall  fize ;  and  very  little  woollen  cloth  is  made,  ez« 
cept  for  home  confumption. 

Population, —  Fhe  population  of  this  parifh  has  decreafed 
about  80  fince  1774 ;  at  that  period  the  numbers  were  700^ 
and  they  are  now  620,  of  all  ages.  The  return  to  Dr  Wcb- 
fter  in  1755  was  953  fouls.  This  dccreafe  is  owing  to  the 
enlargement  of  feme  farms,  and  to  the  number  of  fubtenants 
being  leflened,  the  farmer  generally  finding  his  account  more 
in  occupying  the  ground  himfelf,  than  in  letting  it  at  a  fmall 
SKlvanced  rent  to  others.    The  advance  of  wages,  too,  has 

made 
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made  the  farmer  contrive  to  hbonr  with  fewer  fervants.  For 
ID  fears  preceding  17939  there  were  66  males  and  64  fe- 
male baptifedi  and  41  couples  married. 

EccleJiaJUcal  State^  isfc. — ^The  church  was  built  in  161 7, 
and  is  at  prefent  in  a  very  ruinous  condition.  There  is  no 
rcfiding  heritor,  and  the  principal  one  is  a  minor,  which  will 
account  for  the  circumftance  now  mentioned.  The  Earl  of 
Fife  is  patron.  The  ftipend  fixed  by  decreet  in  1776  is 
47 1.  5  s.  Sterling,  (including  50  merks  Scotch  for  commu- 
nion elements)i  and  54  bolls  of  oat-meal.  The  glebe  mea« 
fures  6  acres,  including  2  acres  of  meadow  grafs.  The  manfe 
was  built  in  1776.  There  are  few  diflenters  of  any  defcrip- 
tion  in  the  parifli }  i  Roman  Catholici  i  Epifcopal,  and  15 
Seceders  *. 

There  is  a  parochial  fchoolmafter,  whofe  falary  is  12  bolls 
of  meal,  and  2  1.  Sterling  for  afting  as  feilion  clerk.  The 
boys  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  accounts.  It  was  much 
the  fafhion  formerly  to  inftru£^  them  in  Latin,  and  fend  them 
to  the  Uniferfity  ;  but,  whatever  advantage  this  might  be  to 
the  individual,  it  was  a  lofs  to  the  fociety,  who  was  thereby 
drained  of  ufeful  hands,  that  are  now  more  profitably  em- 
ployed in  agriculture  and  manufaAures. 

The  funds  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor  are,  the  weekly  col- 
leftions,  the  intereft  of  70 1.  and  the  rent  of  a  loft  jn  the 

churchy 

•  The  prefent  incumbent*  who  was  fettled  in  1774,  is  the 
fecond  Prefbyterian  minider  ia  this  place  fmce  the  Revolution. 
His  immediate  predeceflbr,  Mr  Campbell,  was  fettled  in  1727, 
and  died  in  1773.  The  preceding  miniftcr,  Mr  Chalmers,  was 
an  Epifcopal,  and  fettled  in  1682;  and  it  is  mentioned  as  a 
mark  of  the  refpeflability  of  his  charadler,  and  the  moderation 
of  the  Prefbytery,  that,  notwithftanding  the  heat  of  the  times, 
he  was  permitted  to  enjoy  his  living,  though  he  did  not  con- 
form,  till  his  death  in  1727. 
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charchi  which,  at  an  average,  will  amount  to   10 1.  yearly^ 
bjr  which  10  perfoos  receive  occafional  fupplies  *•    . 

Mifieilaneous  Oh/ervat ions. ~-Thc  people  are  fober,  induftri- 
ous,  and  of  good  morals,  and  well  affeifted  to  our  preient 
conllitution. 

There  are  no  difeafes  peculiar  to  this  country.  The  prac- 
tice of  inoculation  is  not  yet  introduced  among  them.  In 
the  courfe  of  19  years,  8  children  have  died  of  the  fmall- 
pox.  No  extraordinary  inftances  of  longevity  have  occurred 
here.  Two  perfons  died  fome  years  ago  at  the  age  of  90  % 
and  there  are  4  now  living  upwards  of  8o« 

The  neighbouring  hills  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  peat 
and  turf  \  but  much  of  their  time  in  fummer  is  confumed  in 
preparing  and  leading  them  home.  If  the  tax  on  coals  be 
taken  off,  it  will  probably  encourage  the  farmers  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  that  article,  and  thereby  they  will  have  more 
time  to  devote  to  hulbandry.  The  roads  are  more  attended 
to,  and  kept  in  better  repair,  by  the  ftatute  labour,  in  this 
than  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  parilhcs.  ^ 

NUM- 

•  The  price  of  every  neceflary  of  life  has  advanced  very  confi- 
derably  (ince  1783  ;  fome  of  them  have  nearly  doubled  in  value. 
EggSt  formerly  1  d.  f^  dozen,  are  now  2  d.  ;  hens  8  d.  former- 
ly 5  d. ;  butter  7  d.  formerly  ^  d.  />er  lib.  of  24  Englilh  ounces; 
cheefe  5  s.  fer  (lone;  beef»  mutton,  and  potk,  from  4s.  to  5s. 
fir  ftone«  But  the  price  of  no  article  ih  fo  much  felt,  and  {o 
loudly  complained  of,  as  fait  and  leather,  the  taxes  on  which 
fall  heavily  on  the  middling  and  lower  claffcs  of  people. 

The  clergy  whofe  livings  are  tixed,  fufFcr  particularly  by  the 
advanced  price  of  almoU  every  article  neceiiary  in  a  family ; 
but,  if  our  Judges  continue  to  grant  augmentations  t«>  niinilters 
on  the  fame  hberal  principles  they  have  done  of  late,  it  will  in 
ibme  degree  remedy  this  inconveniency,  and  is  the  only  circum- 
ftance  that  can  enable  them  to  maintain  that  refpe^  in  focicty 
which  they  have  hitherto  done. 

Vol.  X.  B  b 
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NUMBER    Xiy. 

UNITED  PARISHES   OF   BRESSAY, 
BURRA,   AND   qjUARFF. 

(Prejbytery  of  Zetland.^ 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Johh  Mbnzibs. 


Situation^  Extent^  isfc. 

TH  E  names  of  thefe  united  parifhes  are  probably  of 
Danilh  or  Norwegian  extraction,  but  the  noeaning 
cannot  no^  be  afcertaincd  :  The  ifland  of  BrefTay  is  about 
4  mUes  long,  ^r\A  2  broad  \  it  lies  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
ina*n  land  of  Zetland,  bting  feparated  from  it  bj  Breflay 
Sound.  This  Sound  forms  one  of  the  bcft  harbours  in  the 
worid.  Here  the  Dutch  hernng  fleet  rendezvous  about  the 
middle  ol*'  June ,  artd  here  are  fometimes  to  be  feen  a  num- 
ber of  large  vcflcls.  with  Taluable  cargoes.  Adjoming  to  Bref* 
fay,  and  on  the  S.  E.  (iJe  of  it,  lies  the  fmall  ifland  of  Nofs, 
one  of  the  fineil  and  mo(\  fertile  in  Shetland.  Qjarfi^  lies  6 
miles  S.  W.  from  thefe  iflands,  and  is  part  of  the  main  land. 
It  is  a  valley,  about  two  Englifh  miles  long,  and  one  broad  $ 
bounded  on  the  E.  by  the  Tea,  and  part  of  the  pariib  of  Ler- 
wick ;  on  the  W.  by  Cliff  Sound,  which  divides  it  from  the 
ifles  of  fiarra  and  Trondra  »  00  the  S.  by  Conifburgh  \  and 

on 

•  Only  the  termination  a  or  py^  very  cbmmon  in  Zetland 
and  Orkney,  denotes  <<  furrouaded  by  the  fea."  « 
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en  the  N.  by  the  parifh  of  Tingwall.  The  iflands  of  Burra 
and  Hoafe  are  iituated  on  the  W.  fide  of  the  main  land,  and 
feparated  from  it  hj  a  narrow  found.  They  lie  fo  near  to 
ODe  another,  that  there  is  a  communication  between  them  by 
a  bridge.  They  are  about  4  miles  long,  and  nearly  1  broad. 
Havera,  another  fmall  iiland  belonging  to  this  parifh,  is  (itu- 
ated  about  half  a  mile  to  the  fouthward  of  Burra  and  Papa, 
00  the  N.  W.  Breflay  contains  366  merks  of  land,  Quarff 
93,  Burra  and  Ha^era  241,  in  all  700  merks,  befkles  oucfets, 
which  are  not  in  the  rentals.  The  pailure  grounds  are  ex- 
tenfivei  and  feed  great  numbers  of  (beep,  cows,  oxen,  and 
horfes.  In  ibme  places  there  are  large  meadows,  which,  in 
favourable  feafons,  produce  tolerable  crops  of  hay.  The  hills 
afford  excellent  peats  in  great  plenty.  The  whole  rent  is 
about  4000 1.  Scotch.  But  the  value  of  eftates  in  this  coun- 
try is  not  to  be  eftimated  from  the  rents  payable  to  the  land** 
lords.  The  fiihing  which  their  tenants  are  obliged  to  carry 
on  for  them,  more  than  doubles  it.  Services  are  alfo  demand* 
ed,  which  are  fometimes  commuted  for  money. 

Climate^  CSJ'r.— -The  climate  in  this  country  is  rather  damp, 
but  not  unfavourable  to  health.  There  are  no  epidemical 
difeafes  here.  LaO  fummer,  a  flow  fever,  which  has  been 
brought  in  by  a  foreign  (hip,  prevailed  in  Breflay,  and  has 
now  got  into  Burra  and  QuarflT.  It  is- very  infectious.  The 
people  could  not  procure  proper  nourifliment  to  fupport 
them  under  it,  anc)  a  conflderable  number  died.  Rheuma- 
tif  j»s  are  very  common,  owing  partly  to  the  dampnefs  of  the 
air,  and  partly  to  the  alternate  heats  and  colds,  to  which  the 
people  arc  neceflSrily  fubjeiled  in  the  profccution  of  their 
bufinefs.  Inoculation  for  the  fmalLpox  has  been  of  late  fuc- 
cefsfully  ufed  in  thele  pariflies.  About  two  years  t»go,  a 
yoong  gentleman  inoculated  132  in  the  ifles  of  Burra  and 

Houfe, 
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Houie,  fome  of  whom  were  40  years  'of  age,  and  not  one 
died.  The  people^  though  ftrongly  attached  to  their  old 
cuftomSf  fubmit  to  this  operation  with  a  degree  of  readinefs 
which  does  them  credit.  The  fcurvy  does  not  prevail  fo 
much  here  as  in  fome  of  the  other  parishes  of  this  country. 
Convulfion  fits  are  unknown. 

The  coafts  of  thefe  pariflies  are,  for  the  moft  part,  bold 
and  rocky.  We  have  no  rivers.  There  are  a  few  lakes 
and  rivulets,  in  which  excellent  trout  are  fomettmes  caught. 
In  BreiTay  there  are  26  hrge  fifliing  boats,  in  Quarff  5. 
They  are  fitted  out  at  a  coniidcrable  expence  i  and  the  ave* 
rage  number  of  ling  in  a  feafon  for  each  boat  may  be  about 
300.  There  are,  befides,  a  number  of  fmall  boats.  In  Bur- 
ra,  Havera,  and  Papa,  they  have  28  boats  of  a  leflcr  fize,  and 
fitted  out  at  little  expence.  In  winter  they  fiQi  for  fiUocks, 
fmall  cod,  haddocks,  &c.  A  few  tons  of  kelp  are  annually 
made  from  the  fea  ware. 

jig/icu/ture. — In  the  whole  of  thefe  pariOies  there  are  not 
above  6  ploughs,  and  thefe  of  a  very  particular  form,  a  de- 
fcription  of  whicli^  given  by  the  Reverend  Mr  Morrifon  of 
Delting.  The  farms  are  now  fo  fmall,  that  the  people  can. 
not  afford  to  keep  ploughs.  Befides,  many  of  them  are  of 
opinion,  that  ground  turned  up  with  the  fpade  produces 
richer  crops  than  that  which  is  ploughed.  The  foil  of  the 
cultivated  parts  of  Brcffay  is  a  fiae  clay.  One  mode  of  im- 
provement  has  been  adopted  by  fome  of  the  people  of  this 
ifland,  which,  on  account  of  its  Cngularity,  deferves  to  be 
mentioned.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  hills,  where  the  mois  is 
only  one  peat  deep,  they  firft  take  off  the  grafs  fods,  lay  them 
carefully  afide,  then  dig  up  the  peats ;  after  which  they  lay 
the  fods  upon  a  fine  clay  bottom,  prcfs  them  down  with  their 
feet,  and  afterwards  have  good  crops  of  grafs  and  corn  upon 

them. 
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tliem«  Others,  whofe  grounds  are  wet,  have  dog  deep 
trenches,  to  dry  and  to  divide  their  fields }  and,  by  throwing 
the  earth  upon  the  ridges,  greatly  meliorate  the  foil,  and 
raife  2  or  3  good  crops  without  aay  aianare.  The  foil^  of 
Quarff*  is  likewife  clay,  and,  in  ordinary  feafoos,  produces 
tolerable  crops,  though  rather  late,  on  account  of  the  wetnefs 
of  the  ground.  The  foil  of  Burra  is  of  different  kinds.  la 
fome  places  it  is  fandy,  in  others  a  fine  Uack  earth.  In  good 
years,  it  produces  grain  fufficient  for  the  conlumpt  of  the  in* 
habitants.  The  people  here  manage  their  hay  crop  in  a  very 
abfurd  manner.  They  never  cut  it  but  when  wet  \  they  al- 
low it  to  lie  2  or  3  weeks,  even  in  the  fineft  weather,  and 
will  not  touch  it,  however  dry,  till  it  gets  fome  ihowers,  and 
is  bleached  by  the  rains.  By  thb  time  the  fubftance  is  gone. 
So  obftinate  are  their  prejudices  on  this  head,  that  it  is  im* 
poffible  to  convince  them  of  their  error*  The  fifhing  is  a 
great  obftacle  to  improvements  in  agriculture,  the  chief  ob« 
je^  of  the  proprietors  being  to  have  as  many  filhermen  upon 
their  grounds  as  pofiible.  The  farms,  confequently,  are  very 
fmali.  Few  leafes  are  granted.  Many  fervices,  the  fad 
marks  of  llavery,  are  demanded.  The|^  muft  fi(h  for  their 
mafters,  who  either.give  them  a  fee  entirely  inadequate  to 
their  labour  and  their  dangers,  or  take  their  fifli  at  a  low* 
er  price  than  others  would  give.  It  is  true,  that,  in  years  oC 
fcarcity,  they  muft  depend  upon  tl^eir  landlords  for  the  means 
of  fubfiftence,  and  are  often  deep  in  their  debt.  But  why 
not  allow  them  to  make  tlic  bcft  of  their  fituation  ?  Why 
not  let  them  have  leafes  upon  reafpnable  terms,  and  difpofe 
of  their  produce  to  thofe  who  will  give  them  the  beft^  price  ? 
Why  not  let  them  fifli  for  themfelves  ?  Why  fliould  the 
laird  have  any  claim  except  for  the  (lipulated  rent  ?  Neither 
the  climate  nor  the  foil  are  favourable  to  improvements  in 
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agriculture  $  bnt^  with  proper  eacourageinent,  moch  might 
be  done. 

Steeps  isfc.'^Thtre  are  about  ^ooo  flieep  and  500  milch 
COWS)  befides  oxen  and  young  cattle,  in  thefe  united  pariflies. 
The  number  of  horfes  is  great.  They  are  fmall,  but  very 
hardy.  Many  of  the  flieep  are  of  the  bcft  quality,  and  pro-* 
ducefine  wool^  which  is  made  into  ftockings,  fome  of  which 
fell  at  a  high  price,  and  are  reckoned  the  beft  of  their  kind 
by  the  merchants  of  Lerwick.  The  returns,  however,  to  the 
maker  are  very  fmall.  By  manufaAoring  this  wool  into 
cloth,  the  people  would  gain  much  more. '  Few  of  them 
feem  to  be  acquainted  with  the  proper  method  of  making 
butter  Cbeefe  is  never  made  here.  The  time  of  preparing 
the  ground,  and  fewiog,  is  commonly  from  the  middle  of 
March  to  the  ifl:  of  May.  The  harveft  is  for  the  moft  part 
over  by  the  end  of  September. 

Peculation  Table. 

In  Brejfty      In  ^uttrff.      In  Surra,  Total, 

ami  Nop.  Havera,  bf 

Pafa. 


FamiliM 

117 

36 

63 

216 

Makt       - 

309 

77 

«73 

559 

Females        • 

3«i 

101 

204 

666 

Under  lo 

»7S 

44 

99 

3'8 

From  10  to  20 

114 

35 

88 

237 

From  20  to. 50 

271 

6l 

138 

476 

From  50  to  70 

80 

28 

38 

146 

From  70  to  80 

24 

a 

12 

38 

Above  80 

6 

9 

3 

10 

Toul 

670 

178 

377 

1225 
According 
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.  According  to  the  regiften  of  Breflay,  there  were  no 
males  and  116  females  baprifed,  and  63  couples  married,  iji, 
,10  years  preceding  1792.  The  regifters  of  Burra  and  Quarff 
are  in  fuch  diforderj  that  no  eztraA  of  marriages  and  bap* 
tiffns»  to  be  depended  upon» ,  can  be  given  from  them. 

The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755  was  1098  fouls. 

From  the  beft  information  which  could  be  obtained  on  thb 
fubje£t,  it  appearsj  that,  within  thefe  so  years,  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  Breflay  and  Quarff  has  increafed  at  leaft 
200.  Burra  has  long  continued  ftationary  in  this  refpeft. 
In  moft  countries,  the  increafe  of  population  is  reckoned  an 
advantage,  and  juftly.  It  is,  however,  the  reverie  in  the  pre* 
fcnt  fiate  of  Shetland.  The  farms  are  fplit.  The  young 
are  encouraged  to  marry,  without  having  any  ftock.  The 
'confequence  is  poverty  and  diftrefs*  Were  manufa&ures 
efiablifhed  here,  to  employ  the  people,  and  enable  them  to 
procure  a  comfortable  fubfiftence,  their  increafed  numbers 
would  be  pleafing  to  every  patriotic  mind;  but,  it  is  believed, 
that  there  is  at  preieot,  in  thefe  iflands,  double  the  number 
of  people  they  can  properly  maintain. 

There  are  about  79  fcrvants,  of  both  fexes,  in  theie  pa* 
riihes,  the  greateil  part  of  which  are  employed  in  country 
affairs.  There  are  1 1  taylors,  2  fmiths,  4  ihoemakers,  2 
carpenters,  1  joiner,  i  wheelwright  The  people  here  dit 
cover  great  ingenuity  in  the  different  handicraft  employments. 
Moft  of  them  are  felf-taught,  and  can  work  at  different  trades. 
Neceffity  has  made  them  exert  themfelvcs. 

Bcclfftafiical  State ^  Cs'f .— The  ftipend  is  paid  in  butter  and 
oil>  with  fome  money  for  boat-teind,  and  may  be  worth  65 1. 
It  has  not  been  augmented.  The  glebe  is  large.  The  manfe 
was  boilt  in  1782^  and  laft  furomer  was  completely  repaired 
at  a  very  confiderable  expence.    There  are  2  churches  10 
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Snglifh  miles  dHlant  from  one  another.  The  one  is  In  Bref- 
fay,  very  near  the  manfe;  the  other  is  in  Burra.  Neither  of 
them  is  in  good  order.  The  kirk  of  Burra  is  very  antient, 
and  has  a  large  fteeple  \  it  feems  to  have  been  a  PopiOi  cha- 
pel. The  heritors  are  9  in  number ;  but  the  greateft  part  of 
thefc  have  very  fmall  property  in  the  miniftry.  Sir  Thomas 
Dundas  is  patron.  The  preient  incumbent  is  Mr  John 
Menzics,  a  bachelor,  who  was  fettled  in  May  1792.  There 
is  an  cilabliihed  fchool  in  thefe  parifhes;  and  application  has 
been  made  to  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Know- 
ledge for  a  charity  fchool  to  Burra  and  Quarff,  which  has 
been  granted,  though  not  vet  erected.  It  is  much  to  be  la- 
mented, that  the  education  of  youth  is  not  more  attended  to 
in  this  country.  The  people  difcover  a  quicknefs  of  appre- 
henfion,  and  an  aptnefs  to  learn,  which  deferve  to  be  en- 
couraged. Many  of  the  young  men  go  abroad,  and  fuch  of 
them  as  Tiavc  got  a  decent  education,  rife  to  preferment. 
The  poor  of  Breflay  have  funds  diftinA  from  thofc  of  Burra 
and  QuarflF;  Thefe  are  managed  by  the  different  feffions* 
To  the  former  belong  the  intcrcft  of  150  I.  Scots,  and  the 
rent  of  4  merks  land,  mortified  by  Mr  William  Humphry^ 
formerly  minifter  of  thefe  parifhes.  The  latter  have  the  in. 
tereft  of  20  L  Sterling,  and  the  rents  of  8  merks  land,  morti* 
fied  by  the  fame  gentleman.  Thefe,  with  the  colle£lions, 
which  are  very  fmall,  afford  them  a  fcanty  allowance  *• 

MifcManeous 

^  Beef  is  fold  at  \\6l.  per  pound ;  a  good  (keep  may  cod  4  s. ; 
chickens  may  be  got  nt  z  d. ;  hens  at  4d.  ;  and  geefe  at  6d. 
A  farm  maid  fervant  has  o  s.  a  pair  of  ihoes,  and  a  ihirt,  per 
annum.  No  man. fervant  can  be  got  for  the  whole  year.  A 
houfe-maid  has  irom  aos.  to  255  per  annum^  befides  fome  gra* 
tuities.  Labourers  muft  be  maintained  in  the  families  where 
they  work  ;  their  wages  are  6  d.  per  day  ;  for  a  mafoni  from 
15  d.  to  18  d. ;  a  wnght,  16  d. 

Wc 
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Mifiillaneotts  Oh/ervathns^'-^Thc  people  are  very  hofpitable 
^d  obiiging  }  they  are  regular  in  their  attendance  upon  the 
ordinances  of  religion.  None  of  them  have  for  many  years 
been  charged  wiih  any  crimei  which  could  lay  them  open 
to  the  cognizance  of  the  laws  of  their  country,  one  woman 
^longing  to  Brcfiay  excepted,  who,  about  3  years  ago,  was 
conVided  of  coining  and  uttering  Danifh  money,  imprifon- 
ed  and  fet  on  the  pillory.  They  are  not  much  difppfed  to 
induftry  ;,  But  the  reaibn  is  obvious ;  they  have  no  object  to 
call  forth  their  exertions.  Convince  them  that  it  is  their  in- 
tereft  to  labour,  and  they  will  approve  themfelves  good  and 
faithful  workmen.  They  are  immoderately  fond  of  tes|  and 
fnuff.  For  the  fake  of  thefe  fuperfluities^  they  will  deny 
themfelves  many  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  1  hey  are  rather 
expenfive  for  their  circumfiances,  particularly  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  marriages  and  funerals ;  and  by  thefe  means 
they  often  contract  debts  which  they  can  never  difcharge. 
.  Thefe  united  parifhes  enjoy  very  confiderable  advantages. 
Almoft  all  the  inhabitants  of  Lerwick  are  fupplied  with  peats 
from  the  hills  of  Breflay,  and  almoft  the  whole  people  of 
Shetland  with  dates  from  its  excellent  quarries.  Th^y  have 
a  good  market  for  every  article  of  proviiion.  The  fifemg  on 
the  coaff  of  Burra  is  carried  on  at  a  fmall  expence.  The 
fifhermen  fet  their  lines  in  the  evening,  and  draw  them  in  the 
morning.     Their  winter  filhings  have  been  fometimes  known 

to 

We  have  great  numbers  of  plovers*  fnipes,  linnets,  ftarlings, 
and  crows,  but  no  muiifowl,  harts,  or  partridges.  There  are 
many  rabbits  in  the  ifldiids  of  Noi&  and  Burra.  The  migratory 
birds  are  the  cbaider,  which  reiembles  a  Upwing  ;  ihey  appear 
in  March,  and  dtiappear  in  Septcmbtr.  K:ccyweaks  come  Here 
*  in  great  nun«bers  in  the  fprmg,  hatch  their  young  in  the  ciifts 
of  the  rocks,  and  go  away  >  as  it  is  fuppofed,  to  the  coaft  of 
Jutland  in  autumn.    We  have  alio  lea-parrots  and  cormorants* 
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to  exceed  their  fummer's.    They  have  upon  their  coaft  a  fine 

oyfter  fcalp,  from  which  they  take  large  rich  oyfters.   Hence 

they  are,  in  general,  in  eafy  circumftances.    Nor  have  the 

rents  of  their  lands  been  raifed  for  fome  centuries.     The 

people  of  Quarff  are  frequently  employed  in  tranfportin^ 

goods  from  the  one  fide  of  the  country  to  the  other,  which 

brings  them  in  confiderable  fums. 

To  better  the  circumftances  of  the  people,  it  is  necefiary 

to  give  them  larger  farms,  long  leafes,  and  liberty  to  difpofe 

of  their  produce  to  the  beft  advantage.    To  employ  thofe 

who  have  no  farms,  and  are  in  a  great  meafure  idle,  manu- 

faftories  of  woollen  cloth  and  fifhing-lines  (hould  be  efta* 

bliflicd.     They  fhould  be  taught  to  turn  their  raw  hides  to 

account,  by  tanning  them.     The  women  fhould  learn  to  fpin 

flax,  by  which  they  might  probably  earn  5  d.  or  6  d.  a  day, 

inftead  of  i  d.  or   i  J  d.  which  they  now  earn  by  knitting 

{lockings.     A  linen  manufadory  might  afterwards  be  erected 

with  great  advantage  *. 

Few 

*  There  arc  feveral  ruins  of  Pifiifh  caftles  in  this  minidry, 
but  too  inconfiderable  to  merit  a  defcription  here.  There  are 
alfo  feveral  perpendicular  (lonesi  about  9  feet  high,  erected,  no 
doubt,  for  the  purpofe  of  commemorating  fome  great  event, 
but  of  which  we  have  no  account.  One  of  then),  however,  in 
the  ifland  of  BrefTay,  makes  an  excellent  land-mark  to  ihips 
coming  into  BrefTay  Sound.  Near  the  ifland  of  Nofs,  there  is  a 
rock  or  holm,  4>erpendicular  on  all  fides,  and  about  150  feet 
high.  The  oppoGte  rock  on  the  ifland  is  nearly  of  equal  height, 
and  diftant  from  the  other  about  240  feet.  This  holm,  which 
Is  quite  level  on  the  top,  produces  excellent  grafs,  which 
maintains  il^eep  during  the  fummer  feafon.  Although  it  ap- 
peared inacceffible  on  all  fides,  the  apparent  richnefs  of  the 
grafs,  or,  as  fome  fay,  the  vali  quantities  of  fea-fowl  which 
breed  on  it,  induced  the  proprietor,  many  years  ago,  to  endea- 
vour to  fall  upon  fome  means  of  paffing  between  the  ifland  and 
it.  Accordingly,  a  daring  iflander  attempted  to  climb  up,  and 
fucceeded.  He  fixed  pods  in  the  ground,  about  two  feet  and  a 
half  from  each  other,  cOrrefponding  pods  being  fixed  on  the 

oppofitc 
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Few  years  pafs  in  which  ihips  are  not  caft  away  upon  thefe 
dangerous  coafts.  Sailors  unacquainted  with  the  coaft^  efpe- 
cially  in  thick  weather^  and  in  dark  nights^  are  ready  to 
mifiake  the  opening  between  the  iflands  of  BreiTay  and  No(s 
for  the  entrance  to  Breflay  Sound ,  and,  if  they  come  too 
near  the  rocks,  are  in  danger  of  being  daflied  to  pieces.  A 
light  upon  Nofs  Head,  which  would  be  feen  at  a  great  di& 
tance,  might  prevent  fuch  difafters.  It  could  be  ereAed  ^t 
no  great  ezpence.  This  matter  certainly  deferves  the  atten« 
tion  of  Government. 

The  people  here  are  all  Preibyterlans  of  the  eftabliihed 
Church  of  Scotland.  Their  language  is  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  inhabitants  of  North  Britain.  The  names  of  places 
are  derived  from  the  Daniifa  and  Norwegian  languages,  and 
are  faid  to  be  very  ezpreffive  of  the  fituation. 


N  U  M- 

oppofite  fide.    Ropes  are  ftretched  acrofs^  from  the  one  fide  to 

the  other,  upon  which  a  wooden  cradle  Aides  along,  and  af. 

fords  a  fafe  conveyance  between  the  ifland  and  the  holm.     The 

roan  who  firft  afcended  the  rock»  would  not  take  the  benefit  of 

returning  in  the  cradle»  bat»  attempting  to  return  the  fame 

way  he  went  up,  fell,  and  was  unfortunately  killed.     The  re-  *      I 

ward  which  he  was  to  have  received  from  the  laird,  had  he 

come  back  fafe,  was  a  horfe,  cow,  iheep,  &c.     Sheep  are  now  | 

annually  put  into  the  holm  in  the  beginning  of  the  feafon,  and 

taken  out  in  autumn  in  excellent  condition.     Many  of  the  fea* 

fowl  which  breed  here  are  fine  delicate  eating. 
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N  U  M  B  E  R    XV. 
PARISH  OF  LESSUDDEN  OR  St  BOSWELLS. 

CPreJbytery  of  Selkirk. — Synod  of  lAerfe  and  Teviot^ 
dale.— County  of  Roxburgh.  J 

By  tie  Reverend  Mr  John  Scade. 


Origin  of  tie  Namf. 

A  CONSIDERABLE  Village  in  this  parifh  goes  by  the  name 
of  Lejfuddettf  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  got  from  its 
having  been  once  the  refidcnce  of  one  Aidan,  Bifhop  of  Lin« 
disfarne.  Lis  being  a  Scoto-Cchic  word,  iignifying  refidence^ 
Lis'Atdan^  the  refidence  of  Aidan,  by  a  carelefs  pronuncia* 
tion,  might  in  time  become  what  it  now  is,  Lejfudden,  Aidaa 
was  educated  in  the  monaftery  of  Icoimkill,  and  is  mentioned 
in  terms  of  rcfpeft  by  Bede,  in  his  ecclefianical  hiftory  •. 
St  Boiiil  was  a  difciple  of  St  Cuthbert,  and  for  fome  time  be* 
longed  to  the  monaftery  of  Old  Melrofe,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  this  place. 

Extent  J  ProduSiions,  ts^c, — ^This  parifh,  which  is  fituated  on 
the  banks  of  the  Tweed,  within  lo  miles  of  Kclfo,  5  of  Mel* 

'  •  rofe, 

•  Such  as  arc  difpofed  to  inquire  farther  into  the  life  of 
Bifiiop  Aidan,  may  confult  Dr  Mackenzie's  lives  of  the  Scotch 
writers,  vol.  i.  p.  399.  Bede,  Hay's  Reliquae  Sacrae,  and 
Spottifwood's  Church  Hiftory.  But  the  n:orc  general  name  of 
the  parifh,  and  the  proper  name  of  the  church,  is  Sf  Bof'weils^ 
from  St  Boifil  a  French  monk,  who  is  faid  to  have  foundtd  ic 
about  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  century. 
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rofty  and  7  of  Jedbur^h^  is  from  £.  to  W.  about  3  miles 
long.  Towards  the  E.  it  is  narrow,  but  becomes  broader  to 
the  weftward  ;  and,  at  the  broadeft,  ma^  be  about  a  mHe  and 
a  half»  or  near  2  sniks  wide.  The  (oil,  in  general,  is  good  ; 
that  which  lies  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed,  and  in  fundr^f 
other  places  of  the  parifh,  is  fine  *,  and  even  the  grounds 
which  are  the  worft,  are  capable  of  great  improvement,  by 
the  ufe  of  lime  or  marl.  Of  late,  much  has  been  done»  and 
the  fpirit  of  cultivation  continues  to  o^rate.  The  expence 
of  isaproviog  with  lime  is  great,  as  the  lime  muft  come  either 
from  the  Lothian  kilns,  or  thofe  on  the  border  of  EnglaiuL 
Each  cart-load,  drawn  by  2  horfes,  and  confifting  of  1 2  fir« 
lots,  cofts  from  ios«  to  i2s.  Six,  eight,  or  nine  of  tfaeie 
cart-loads,  according  to  the  natiire  of  the  ground,  are  «io« 
plofed  upon  an  acre^^  bat  this  expence  is  many  times  repaid 
with  iotereit,  from  the.mclioratioo  of  the  land.  Fine  wheat 
has  been  raifisd  op  fome  pieces  of  land  in  this  parifh,  whicb> 
left  than  40  years  ago,  were  thought  incapable  cf  producing 
fuch  a  valuable  article.  Wheat  is  raifed  in  due  proportioQ  to 
the  extent  of  the  farms  .every  where  in  ,the  parUh,  which*  ia 
many  places,  yields  to  none  in  Teviotdale  m  point  of  quality. 
In  the  whole,  itom  450  to. 500  bolb  .are  raifed  annually. 
Barley  is  cultivated  in  proportional  plenty,  and  with  foccefs; 
and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  oats  and  pcafe.  On  the  lands 
near  Tweediide,  the  cold  feed  peafe  are  commonly  fowOf 
and  as  commonly  produAive  of  fine  crops.  In  fundry  places, 
turnips  either  are  or  may  be  fown  with  advantage }  they  are 
found  to  grow  to  a  good  £ze.  Tl:^  whole  lands  are  remark* 
ably  well  adapted  for  yielding  fine  crops  of  grafs. 

.The  principal  market  for  the  wheat  raifed  here  is  Dalkcltli. 
Peebles  furnifhes  a  demand  for  a  good  deal.  A  confiiderable 
quantity  of  the  barley  is  difpofed  of  at  MelrofCi  fome  at  DzU 
keith  and  elfewhere^  befide  what  is  ground  with  peafe  into 

bread- 
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bread-meal,  and  fold  both  at  home  and  in  other  places  ad« 
jacent.  The  peafe  are  in  requeft^  and  find  various  purcha- 
lers  \  and|  with  refpeA  to  the  oats,  the  manufacture  of  them 
into  meal,  and  the  convejance  of  it  to  the  Lothian  markets, 
is  an  article  of  trade. 

Rent^  (5*^.— As  in  other  places,  fo  here,  land  has  rifen, 
and  is  upoil  the  rife.  The  valued  rent  is  4330 1.  18s.  2d. 
Scotch.  The  real  rent  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  afcertain  exadUy, 
as  feveral  cultivate  their  own  lands,  but  it  is  probably  from 
1600 1.  to  1 800 1.  Sterling. 

St  BofwelPs  Fair. — St  Bofwell's  fair  is  held  on  a  large 
green  of  the  fame  name,  through  which  pafles  the  turnpike 
road  from  the  Lothians  to  Jedburgh,  &c.  It  holds  in  the 
name  of  his  QvzQt  the  Duke  of  Bucdeugh,  and  is  faid  to  be 
the  greateft  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland.  It  is  held  annually  on 
the  1 8th  of  July,  or  on  the  Monday  following,  if  the  i8th  fall 
on  Sunday ;  but  its  happening  either  on  the  Monday  or  Sa- 
turday, is  very  jufUy  ^thought  to  occafion  much  inattention  to 
the  religious  obfervance  of  the  Sabbath.  The  evil  has  been 
complained  of,  but  no  remedy  has  yet  been  applied.  If  the 
day  be  fine,  the  concourfe  of  people  is  immcnfe;  and,  what-, 
ever  it  be,  bufinefs  brings  a  great  multitude,  of  which  fome 
come  froth  a  very  confiderable  diftance.  Sheep  are  a  prin- 
cipal article  of  commerce.  Great  flocks  of  fheep  of  all  de- 
nominations are  brought  from  all  parts  of  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, and  generally  find  fo  ready  a  market,  as  to  be  difpofed 
of  early  in  the  morning,  at  lateft  in  the  forenoon.  Black 
cattle  are  alfo  numerous ;  and  the  fhow  of  horfes  has  ufually 
been  fo  fine,  that  buyers  come  from  many  places  both  of 
England  and  Scotland.  Linen  cloth  is  another  article.  Great 
numbers  of  people  throughout  the  neighbouring  country  em- 
ploy 
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ploy  tbemfdves  dturiog  winter  in  fpinning ;  they  endeavour  to 
get  their  webs  ready  againft  the  fair,  where  they  are  pretty 
fure  of  a  market,  though  not  always  of  a  fofficient  recompence 
for  their  expences  and  labour ;  neverthdeis,  upon  the  whole^ 
they  get  fuch  prices  as  encourage  them  to  be  induftrious  in 
the  fame  line.  The  prices,  according  to  the  quality  of  the. 
cloth,  are  from  10 d.  and  is.  to  3s;  6d.  4s.  and  4$.  6d. 
per  yard.  Some  provide  themfelves  in  linen  at  this  fair,  .d- 
ledging  that  they  can  fiirnifli  themfelves  cheaper  and  better 
at  it,  than  they  could  do  by  manufaAuring  at  home.  This 
may  pofQbly  be  true  }  for,  in  genteel  families,  the  expence  of 
maintaining  the  workers  will  be  higher  than  the  fpinfter  in  a 
cottage,  while  the  fkill  and  care  beltowed  on  the  work  are 
equal.  Booths,  (or,  as  they  are  here  called,  craims)^  contain- 
ing hardware  and  haberdalhery  goods,  are  ereAed  in  great 
numbers  at  the  fare,  and  ftored  with  fuch  articles  as  fuit  the 
generality.  The  money  turned  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  at 
this  fair  is  guefled  to  Se  from  8000  L  to  1 0,000 1.  Sterling. 
The  Duke  of  Buccleugh  receives  a  certain  rate  or  toll  upon 
flieep,  cattle,  and  all  other  commodities  brought  into  the  fair 
for  fale*  Old  Cheep  pay  i  merk  Scotch  per  fcore,  lanifos  one 
half  of  that  fum,  and  fo  on.  This  toll  is  fometime&  collected 
by  people  appointed  for  the  purpofei  but  it  is  more  common-* 
ly  let  to  fome  individual  for  (uch  a  fum  of  money  as  can  be 
agreed  on.  The  higheft  at  which  it  ever  was  let  was  53  I. 
the  loweft  33 1.  and  the  average  is  fuppoied  to  he  about  38 1. 

Ecclefiaflical  StaU^^Tht  church,  between  3  and  4  years 
ago,  was  ruinous,  unpleafant,  extremely  cold,  and  injurious 
to  health  ;  but,  by  a  thorough  repair,  has  been  made  one  of 
the  beft  in  the  country.  The  expence  incurred  was  100  I. 
Sterling.  The  manfe  and  offices  are  quite  new,  having  been 
^nifhed  in  fummer  1791*    The  church  and  manfe  are  in  a 

pleafant 
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{^leafant  (itoation  oa  the  banks  of  the  Tweed }  bat  the  chmck 
k  nox  in  the  mod  centrical  fituation  for  the  conveaiency  of 
the  parifh*  The  (lipend  confiib  of  54  bolls  of  oats,  26  boUs 
of  bear  or  barley^  both  of  the  meafure  of  Dryburgh  Abbey, 
and  241.  6  s.  in  money.  The  common  meafure  of  thit 
country  is  the  Teviotdale  boll,  which  contains  15  pecks; 
but  the  Abbey  boil  contains  only  14,  which  reduces  the  vic- 
tual in  the  ftipend  to  50  bolls  of  oats,  and  24  of  barley,  Te- 
▼iotdalc  meafure.  The  mdney  ftipend,  24 1.  6  s.  anlc*  chiefly 
out  of  a  converfion,  by  which  the  incumbent  is  a  great  lofcr. 
The  glebe  confifts  of  about  4  Scotch  acres,  and  the  land  ex- 
ceedingly good.  In  addition  to  this,  the  incumbent  has  feme 
banks,  in  name  of  a  grafs  glebe ;  but  the  greatelk  part  of 
them  being  dangerous  for  either  horfe  or  cow  to  feed  on,  no 
material  advantage  is  derived  from  them.  A  procels  to  pro- 
cure fome  fmali  addition  to  the  living  is  in  contemplation  *• 

S€booL — There  is  an  eftabliftied  fchoolmafter  in  Lefiudden, 
where  he  has  a  good  comfortable  houfe,  and  teaches  reading 
of£ngli(h,  writing,  arithmetic,  book-keeping,  menfuration, . 
&c.  with  the  principles  and  the  books  ufed  by  beginners  in 
the  Latin  tongue  BefiJe  the  fchool  wages,  he  has  a  legal 
falary  of  100  merks  Scotch;  but,  upon  his  application,  the 
heritors,  at  a  meeting  lately  hbld,  unanimoufly  agreed  to  aug- 
ment his  falary  to  icol.  Scotch;  which  addition  to  his  li- 
ving,  they  have  given  him  ground  to  believe,  will  be  conti* 

nued 

*  In  the  bank  of  the  grafs  glebe  next  the  Tweed,  there  are 
fpndry  fpnngs  of  water,  one  of  which  is  reported  to  be  of  a 
chalybeate  quality  ;  but  no  experiments  which  are  now  remem- 
bered, have  been  made  to  afcertain  its  properties.  It  ha$»  how- 
ever, been  long,  and  ftill  is,  ufed  in  fcotbutic  cafes,  fome  fay 
with  gieat  fuccefs;  and  it  is  in  the  recollection  of  many,  that 
fundry  people  have  thought  themfelves  fo  much  beneficed  by  it, 
that  they  made  a  point  of  ufing  it  either  on  the  fpot,  or  of  ha- 
ving it  bxought  to  them. 


^f  Leffiiddenor  St  Bofwells.  §09 

nued  Whilft  he  continued  to  merit  their  approbation  as  he 
had  done.  The  fchoolmafter  is  feffion-clerk,  clerk  to  the 
heritors  in  their  meetings,  and  collector  of  fuch  iiims  as  they 
have  occafion  to  aflcfs  themfelTes  in,  for  each  of  which  of- 
fices he  has  a  certain  allowance.  Fifty  fcholars,  at  an  ave- 
ragCi  attend  the  ichool  through  the  year  *. 

Population.'^TheTC  is  no  reafon  to  believe  that  this  parifh 
ever  was  very  popvlous ;  perhaps  its  prefent  inhabitants  are 
as  numerous  as  at  any  period  of  which  we  are  well  informed. 
The  village  of  LefTudden,  indeed,  was  once  more  populous 
than  it  is  now;  but  then,  in  feveral  other  parts  of  the.parifh, 
there  was  fcarce  any  population  at  all.  The  return  to  Dr 
Webfter  in  1755  was  309  fouls.  The  whole  number  at  pre- 
fent, indufive  of  children,  amount  to  about  500.  Of  thefe, 
about  300  refide  in  LeflTudden,  and  about  aoo  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  pariih.  The  people,  in  general,  are  of  a  fober 
and  frugal  turn  both  of  mind  and  manners.  In  Lefiuddea 
there  may  be  from  85  to  90  children,  and  elfewhere  in  the 
pariih  firom  50  to  55. 

The  births,  taken  at  an  average  for  the  laft  5  years,  are  14 
annually,  the  marriages  5,  and  the  burials  10. 

The  poor  on  the  pariih-roU,  at  prefent,  are  fewer  than  for 
feme  years  paft,  being  only  3  in  number ;  they  receive  from 
I  s.  to  2  8.  per  weeki  which  is  raifed  by  an  afTeflment  every 
half  year  upon  the  proprietors  of  land  and  their  tenants,  and, 
at  an  average  for  the  laft  10  years,  has  amounted  to  about 
14 1.  X2S.  per  annum.    The  money  colleded  weekly  at  the 

churchy 

•  The  wages  allowed  by  the  records  of  the  parifli  arc,  for 
teaching  Englffh,  1  ^.  per  quarter;  for  Englirti  and  writing, 
IS.  6 d.  ;  for  Englifh,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  a  s« ;  and  no 
particular  fum  per  quarter  is  condefcended  upon  for  JLatio. 

Vol.  X.  D  d 


a  I  o  StatiJHcal  Account 

church,  (which  is  from  5 1.  to  61.  in  the  year}^  together  ivith 
what  is  brought  in  by  the  mort-cloth  and  the  dues  upoQ 
marriage  proclamations,  is  employed  by  the  kirk-fciBon  to 
give  occafiooal  aiS/laoce  to  the  neceffitous  not  oo  the  poor's 
roily  and  at  times  to  add  to  the  comfort  of  thofe  who  receive 
the  bounty  of  the  heritors* 

Fu£l, — ^This  ncccflary  of  life  we  are  obliged  to  procure  at 
an  cxpcnce  which  with  difficulty  we  arc  able  to  afford.  There 
are  many  cafes  in  which  a  moderate  competency  of  firing,  to 
put  over  the  fcverity  of  the  winter,  takes  moft  of  the  money 
which  a  family  of  decent  working  people^  after  maintaining 
themfclves,  can  be  fuppofed  to  fave.  All  honeft^  though 
humble  fhifts,  are  therefore  made  to  provide  and  fave  fuel* 
Coals  are  the  common,  and  indeed  the  cheapeft  firing.  They 
are  brought  to  this  place  either  from  the  collieries  in  Lothian, 
which  are  at  the  diftance  of  27  or  28  miles,  or  from  £tal  in 
Northumberland,  which  is  24  or  25  miles  diftant.  But  the 
greateft  part  of  what  is  ufed  here,  comes  from  the  Lothians, 
and  is  brought  by  the  returning  carts,  which  carried  from 
home  oat-meal  or  grain  to  Dalkeith  market.  A  cart  with  :( 
horfes  commonly  brings  14  cwt.  of  coals,  which  coft  the  pur* 
'  chafer  1  s,  per  cwt.  and  yet  the  driver  is  faid  to  have  but 
poor  profits.  From  this  almoft  unfupportab^  cxpence,  which  . 
is  more  likely  to  incrcafe  than  decreafe,  perhaps  nothing  can 
deliver  this  part  of  the  country,  uniefs  the  canal  which  has 
been  fpoken  of  as  intended  to  come  to  Ancrum  bridge, 
fliould  be  carried  into  effcA.  To  this  fcarcity,  and  confe« 
qucnt  high  price  of  firing,  may  be  imputed  in  part  the  too 
comirion  complaint  of  rheumatifm,  or  what  fome  of  the 
people  call  the  pains^  which  are  often  very  diftreffing,  and 
too  often  not  well  treated  by  the  patients  themfelves. 
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Mtfiellanews  Obfervathru, — ^There  are  in  this  parifh  io2 
borfes,  and  279  .black  cattle*  Of  the  latter^  90  are  milch 
cows.  The  number  of  fheep  cannot  be  exadiy  afcertained, 
as  it  iraries  in  different  years,  accofdjog  ^  the  proprietors  and 
farmers  find  it  convenient  to  keep  them. 

The  Tweedy  which  runs  clofe  by  LeiTadden,  in  addition  to 
the  beauty  and  pleafantneft  which  it  gives  to  the  country,  is 
likewife  produAive  of  advantages.  Between  this  place  and 
Berwick,  is  a  diftance  of  more  than  30  miles  \  and  yet  not 
only  here,  but  much  higher  up  the  water,  fine  and  large  fal« 
mon  are  caught  in  the  feafon,  and  fold  in  the  country  at  the 
moderate  price  of  from  2  d.  to  3  d.  per  lib.  \  but  the  greateft 
part  is  bought  up  by  people  who  find  it  their  intereft  to  car- 
ry them  elfe where.  Salmon*  0/28  lib.  weight  have  been 
caught;  but  from  6  to  18  lib.  £b  the  ordinary  weight  of 
thofe  taken  hereabouts ;  fo  that,  at  the  proper  trnks,  the 
neighbourhood  is  fddom  at  a  Iof»  fer  a  fmallr  (almod,  which 
proves  a  great>cotiveoiency  to  famHies,  atid  condlbutes  to  the 
betterii^  of  the  JcireuBidftances  of  thoie  conceraed  in  the  fifh* 
ing. 
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NUMBER    XVJ. 
PARISH   OF  NEWBATTLE. 

(Prejbytery  of  Dalkeith. — Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweed- 
dale.^-^ounty  of  Mid  Lothian.  J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  James  Brown. 


Epctent^  Soil,  feTr. 

THE  outlines  of  the  pmfli  of  Newbattle  fbrm  an  irre« 
gttlar  triangle,  the  bafe  of  which  pafles  in  a  S.  W. 
diredioD  firoVn  Fordel-houfe  to  Newby res-tower.  The  other 
two  fides  meet  in  a  point  a  little  to  the  N.  E*  of  the  church. 
Its  Qtmoft  length  and  breadth  may  each  of  them  mcafore  4 
EngKfli  miles.  ' 

There  is  a  great  diverfity  in  the  foil  of  this  parifh.  In  the 
iralley  which  lies  ob  the  N.  £.  quarter,  and  which  conceals, 
till  a  near  approach,  the  church,  the  village,  and  fiimily-feat 
of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  the  foil  confifts  of  a  rich  loam, 
and  is  in  many  places  4  feet  deep.  As  it  refts  upon  a  ftra- 
tum  of  fharp  gravel,  the  furface  is  fpeedily  drained ;  and 
hence  the  air  of  this  place  is  much  better  than  might  be  ex- 
pelled from  its  pofition.  From  the  valley  the  country  rifes 
fouthward  to  its  fummit,  in  the  courfe  of  two  miles.  This 
hill  traverfes  the  whole  parifh.  The  foil  on  the  N.  fide 
grows  worfe  as  one  afcend^  Ihifting  to  a  wet  and  whitifli 
clay ;  but,  when  cultivated  with  proper  fpirit  and  fkill,  it  car- 
ries very  ample  crops.    The  fouthcrn  flopc  of  this  elevated 
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track  ibows  a  fur&ce  marfhj  and  unprodoAive.  In  Ais  pa* 
rifh,  indeed,  the  extremes  of  fertility  and  of  barrennefs  bor- 
der upon  each  other }  for,  on  the  S.  W«  quarter,  there  are 
many  hundred  acres  worth  fcarcely  half  a  crown  each  of  rent; 
while  in  the  valley  of  Newbattle  there  are  feversd  inclofures, 
let  for  tillajgci  at  4L  an  acre. 

Upon  the  beft  lands,  the  ordinary  rotation  is,  ift,  wheat 
after  fallow  \  2d,  peafe  and  beans  \  3CI,  barley,  fown  down 
with  grafs  feeds  j  4th  and  5th,  hay  crops ;  6th,  oats  ;  after 
which  the  ground  is  fallowed  again,  or  cropped,  where  the 
foil  is  light,  with  potatoes.  In  the  upper  grounds,  which  are 
fwampy  and  expofed,  the  lands  are  kept  feveral  years  in 
grafs.  On  its  being  broken  up,  a  crop  of  oats  is  taken  5  this 
is  fucceeded  by  a  green  crop  5  after  which,  the  moft  conunoa 
method  is  to  fow  down  oats  with  grafs  feeds  K 

Miiura/s.'^limcAonc  and  coals  are  found  in  abundance  in 
this  pariih,  the  whole  of  which  may  be  faid  to  be  under-laid 
with  them.  The  coal,  particularly,  produces  every  year 
above  1000I.  of  free  profit;  and  yet  we  felt  as  much  as 
many  others,  the  recent  fcarcity  of  that  neceflary  article. 
This  evil  was  not,  asfome  have  fuppofed,  an  effedt  of  the  in. 
creaiiog  demand.  'The  truth  is,  that  the  colliers  can  earn  in 
three  days  as  mtch  as  may  fupport  them  very  fully  through 
the  week ;  they  become  diifipated  and  untraAable;  they  in- 
fill 

•  Upon  the  highcft  point  of  the  hill  already  mentioned,  and 
which  is  680  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fca*,  there  arc  the  re- 
mains of  an  antient  inclofure,  well  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Ronmn  Camp,  Being  crowded  with  firs,  it  is  of  difficult  accefs, 
and  cannot  be  examined  with  a  proper  degree  of  accuracy.  It 
is  ot  a  quadrangular  figure,  with  an  opening  to  the  S.  E.  It 
contains  nearly  3  acres  of  ground,  and  fcems,  from  its  pofition, 
to  have  been  wifely  chofen,  as  a  place  both  of  defence  and  of 
obfervation. 
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fift  upon  maklpg  their  own  terms  ;  and^  if  the  abttfe  of  that 
liberty  which  was  lately  extended  to  them^  could  be  admitted 
as  a  faffifrient  reafoi)  for  abridging  it,  many  reftridions  might 
be  fuggefted  which  would  be  ufeful  both  to  the  public  and 
themfelvei. 

P^i^Ai^s^^.-^According  to  Dr  Wcbftcr's  report,  the  num- 
bers in  this  pariib,  in  the  year  1755*  amounted  to  1439  foub. 
By  an  account  received  frcm  the  foro^r  incumbent,  they 
coniiiledj  in  the  17799  of  1670  fouls  s  and,  from  a  minute 
enumeration  made  of  the  inhabitants  in  March  1793?  the  ex* 
a£t  (late  of  the  population  is  606  males,  and  689  females,  or 
1295  fouls  i  of  whom  1017  are  <^  the  e(Ubii(hed  Church, 
and  278  of  the  Seceffion* 

Hence  it  is  ^Tident,  that,  for  fome  years  paft,  the  numbers 
of  the  people  have  been  rapidly  decreafing  j  nor  is  it  difficult 
to  aiSgn  fufficiefit  caufes  for  f hts  uncomfortable  faft.  The  farms 
now  caft  into  larger  divifioos^  and  tilled  by  fervants,  many 
of  whom  are  fingle.  The  village  of  Ncwbattle,  which  was 
once  very  populous,  has  been  left  to  languifli  under  many 
difcouragements.  The  lands  of  fcveral  proprietors  and  feuers 
have  been  bought  up  by  the  family  of  Lothian,  with  a  view 
to  the  cxtenfion  of  their  pleafure  grounds  and  eftate ;  and 
not  a  few,  who  once  found  employment  in  this  place,  have 
gone  into  iituations  more  frvourable  to  their  indpfiry,  and 
left  the  different  villages  of  the  pariih  in  a  neglected  and  de- 
caying ftate. 

The  births,  at  an  average  of  10  years,  amount  annually  to 
28  ;  the  deaths,  taken  at  the  fame  average,  to  32 ;  and  the 
marriages  to  13.  Thus  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  buri- 
als is  as  8  to  7,  above  the  number  of  births ;  but,  when  k  is 
confidcrcd,  that  fevcral  parents  neglcft  the  rcgiftration  of 
their  children's  namesi  and  that  many  alfo  who  have  left 
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the  p^riihy  are  brooght  back  to  be  interred  with  theiraocei^ 
tors,  theie  circumftaDces  are  perhaps  fufficient  to  account  for 

this  unfavourable  balance. 

Poor^  EccUfiaJlical  State^  and  Scho$ls. — There  are  20  perfonsi 
at  a  medium,  who  receive  a  monthly  fupply  from  the  kirlc- 
feffion;  they  draw  from  as.  to  2s.  6d.  each^  but,  as  th6 
annual  contributions,  dues,  and  fines  included,  feldom  exceed 
34  K  there  has  been  a  necefCty,  upon  two  different  occaGons^ 
of  fupplying  the  deficiency  by  an  afiefiment. 

The  church,  which  was  built  in  1727,  has  an  agree* 
able  air  of  neatneis  and  propriety  \  and  the  manfe  having 
undergone  a  late  repair,  is  at  prefent  in  very  good  condition. 
The  ftipendy  as  augmented  in  1789,  confifts  of  8  bolls  of 
wheat,  24  bolls  of  barley,  24  bolls  of  oats,  and  do  L  in  mo- 
ney ;  and  the  glebe,  which  lies  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
manfe,  contains  6  acres  of  excellent  ground. 

The  fchool  was  carried,  many  years  ago,  from  this  village 
to  another,  which,  though  nearer  to  the  center  of  the  jparifh, 
is  found  inconvenient,  on  account  of  its  remotenefs  from 
the  moft  populous  and  frequented  quarters.  It  is  attended 
by  about  45  fcholars,  whofe  wages,  if  well  paid,  would 
amount  to  lol.  The  fchooltnafter's  falary,  and  his  emolu« 
ments  as  feiEon-clerfc,  may  bring  12 1.  or  14 1.  more  j  a  pro- 
vifion,  it  muft  be  granted,  inadequate  to  the  fiipport  of  a  man 
of  merit  in  an  important  profeiQon. 

Mifccllaneous  Obfervatms. — The  farmers  of  this  parifti, 
though  reduced  in  point  of  numbers,  have  improved,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  their  confequence  and  charaflcr ;  and  t^eir 
mode,  both  of  thinking  and  living,  is  much  more  liberal  than 
that  of  their  predecefibrs.  The  lower  orders,  when  their 
fanners  arc  confidercd,  are  likdwiie  entitled  to  a  favourable 

report. 
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report.  Hiey  aire,  for  the  moft  part,  indaftnoas,  which  pro* 
cures  them  a  competence,  dad  frbgal,  which  prefcrves  them 
in  the  poflcffion  of  this  blefling  ;  after  which,  it  is  oaneceC* 
farf  to  add»  that  they  are^  in  general,  fatisfied  with  their 
condition*  /       ' 

Newbattle  Abbey,  the  feat  of  the  Marquis  of  Lothian,  is  a 
large  modern  building ;  and  the  plan  of  it,  efpeciaily  within, 
difcovers  the  tafte  and  judgment  of  the  architect.  In  the 
library  are  feveral  manufcripts  in  folio,  written  upon  vellum, 
in  the  Saxon  character ;  and  every  page  of  them  is  adorned 
with  piAures,  emblematic  of  the  refpedive  fubjefts  of  which 
they  treat.     Of  thefe  books,  the  moft  highly  finiOied  are, ' 

yean  Boccace  des  cas  des  nohks  Hommes  et  Femmes^  1409* 

John  Tiiyt  hymns. 

Titus  LiviuSf  per  P.  Berceun. 

AuguJIin  de  la  Cite  de  Dieu»  \  " 

And«  in  all  of  them,  the  figures  are  coloured  and  gilded 
with  fo  much  delicacy  and  richnels,  as  to  afford  a  very  inte- 
refting  fpecimen  of  the  labour  and  elegance  with  which  they 
have  been  executed*  Thefe  manufcripts  had,  in  former 
times,  belonged  to  the  Abbey,  the  monks  of  which  were  of 
the  Ciftertian*  order.  It  was  fbutided  and  endowed  by  Da- 
vid I.  A  wall  lurrounded  it,  which  is  almoft  entire,  and  re- 
tains the  name  of  the  Moniland  wali.  The  modern  hoafe  is 
railed  upon  che  fpot  which  was  formerly  occupied  by  tho 
monaftery,  and  (lands  furrounded,  by  a  level  lawn,  containing 
about  30  acres  of  ground.  It  is  watered,  on  the  one  fide,  by 
the  river  South  Elk,  which,  after  toiling  through  the  rocks 
of  Cockpen,  flows  along  the  park  in  a  quiet  fiream,  and  is 
over-hung  with  flouriihing  plantations.  On  the  other  fide 
it  is  ikirted  by  a  waving  line  of  woods,  which,  complying 
with  the  afcents  and  fwellings  of  the  banks,  are  feen  rifing 
above  one  another^  and  exhibit  a  beautiful  variety  of  ihades. 

At 
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At  the  eaft  end.  It  is  terminated  bj.an  aged  bridge^  radelf 
built,  and  overfpread  with  ivy ;  ranges  of  trees,  in  the  oppo* 
fite  dire^on,  clofe  at  a  proper  diftance  into  viftas:  while 
the  eye,  in  wandering  over  the  beauties  of  the  fcene,  is  caught 
by  the  fimple  fpire  of  the  pariih  church,  and  l^y  the  fmoke^ 
which,  mounting  from  the  adjacent  yiUage^  lingers  among 
the  tops  of  the  trees. 

In  the  bofom  of  the  park  are  many  fingle  trees^  which 
make  a  venerable  and  majeftic  appearance.  One  of  them  a 
beech,  at  a  yard  above  the  ground,  meafures  19  feet  in  cir- 
cumference }*^  the  diftance  between  the  tips  of  its  extreme 
branches  is  108  feet;  its  trunk,  before  it  begins  to  fpread^ 
riles  to  the  height  of  22  feet,  and  it  contains,  including  its 
principal  limbs,  710  cubic  feet  of  wood.  And  yet  this  tree 
does  not  greatly  exceed  the  dimenfiont  of  many  others  in  the 
parks.  All  of  them,  in  their  proper  feafpn,  put  forth  a  clofe 
and  vigorous  foliage ;  nor  can  any  thing  but  a  climate,  and 
foil  the  moflr  favourable,  account  for  their  rifing,  and  fpread- 
ing  to  fuch  a  Qzt.  From  the  fame  caufes,  the  art  of  gar- 
dening is  carried  on  very  fuccef&fully  around  us.  Green 
peas  and  cherries  are  pulled  in  this  place,  in  the  end  of  May, 
and  beginning  of  June  -y  and,  in  a  good  feafon,  the  fir.cr  kinds 
of  fruits  arrive,  without  forcing,  at  their  maturity  and  fla« 
vour* 
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NUMBE8L  XVIL 
PARISH    OF    RUTHWELL.    ' 

{Prejhytery  of  Annan.-— Coumy  and  Synod  of  Dum* 

JrUuJ 

By  the  Re^kreni  Mr  JoHH  CKAiOtf  > 


SGF  &r  b&cf:  ai  the  fourteenth  century,  thk  parifh  isca£< 
led,  in  a  charter  by  Thomas  Randolph  Earl  of  Murrayr 
to  his  nephew  Sir  William  Murray,  RyiftJ^  and  that  name 
is  continued  in  all  focceeding  charters  to  Sir  WiUiam's  de^ 
fcendants.  This,  however,  has  been  changed  in  more  mo- 
dern times  to  Ruth  welt,  of  more  pfobably  Ruthwald.  •  Wlki 
or  wdd  in  Saxon  fignifying  a  wood ;  the  appeHattoti' Jst  pnv 
perly  applied,  there  being  (till  extenfive  natoral  woods  in  tJi^ 
parifli ;  and,  from  the  n^imber  of  trees  found  in  shis  mpfiesj. 
it  is  evident  that,  at  a  remote  periods  they  were  much.miM'e 
confiderable.  The  parifh  extends  from  £•  to  W.  along  the 
Solway  Frith,  about  6  miles  m  length,  and  the  bioadeft  part 
is  not  more  than  j  miks :  It  is  Ixmnded  on  the  £•  by  the  pa** 
riili  of  Qimmertrees ;  on  th« S.'  by  the  Frith;  on  the  W«  by 
the  Water  of  Lochar,  which  divides  it  from  Caerlaverock  \ 
and  on  the  N.  by  the  parifhes  of  Dalton  and  Moufewald. 
The  land  rifcs  in  a  gentle  acclivity,  from  the  lea  to  the  end 
of  ihe  ridg^  called  Dalton  Bank,  which  begins  here,  and  ter- 
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fldina^es  ki  Ae  pariQi  of  Tiowald,  a  few  mite  to  tbe  nortln 
ii^ard,  fepsnting  the  two  valiies  of  tfith  and  Annan* 

SM,  CRmaUy  &fr.— The  foil^  thmigh  in  fome  places  (hat« 
low  and  inclined  to  fand,  is,  in  general,  when  properly  ma* 
misrcd  and  managed,  fufficiently  fertile ;  and,  as  the  expofure 
is  good,  the  crops  are  early,  a  fingular  advantage  in  this  part 
of  the  country*  Situated  upon  the  <ea,  the  air  is  of  courfe 
moift,  but  by  no  means  unhealthy.  Many  perfons  from  dif^ 
ferent  parts  of  the  country  repair  here  in  fummer  for  the  be* 
Hefit  of  bathing,  and  -  fca  air.  The  fea  has  rather  receded 
from  the  Scotch  fi4c  of  the  Frith  of  late  years,  and  the  tide^ 
do  not  rife  to  the  fame  height  they  did  formerly,  fo  that  the 
land  has  gained  confiderably,  and  large  tracks  of  green  merfe 
now  apt^ar,  where  the  tides  flowed  over  a  furface  of  fand» 
It  was,  fome  tinne  ago,  Inadie  cpntemplation  of  Ix)rd  Stoj^ 
mont,  the  proprietor  of  thefe  lands,  to  auempt  an  embaifk-^ 
oient  for  recovering  a  confiderable  track  of  thefe  flat  fands^ 
and  preventing  their  being  inuadated,  as  is  done  in  HoBaiid, 
but  the  violence  of  the  tides  difcoutaged  the  undertakings 
and  nature  is  herlelf  npw  performing  what  art  was  to.  have 
accompliihed;  the  gi^en  ground  or  roerfe  extending  almoft 
y^  mAc  further  than  it  did  fome  years  ago.  At  the  mouth. 
4>f  the  Lochar  there  is  a  fmall  port,  where  barks  and  little 
<u>afting  veflels  load  and  deliver  coals  and  grain* 

PopuUtimu — The  pariOi  is  the  property  of  four  heritors;^ 
(but  much  the  greateft  part  of  it  belongs  to  the  Vifcouot  of 
Scormont,)  of  thefe  only  two  are  refident.  The  number  of 
fouls  is  106  X,  whereof  5 19  are  males,  and  542  females.  The 
inhabitants  have  increafed  within  this  laft  twenty  years  in 
the  proportion  of  five  to  three,  which  may  be  afcribed  firfl 
to  the  divifion  of  Jar^e  farms  into  fmaller  poQefllons,  and 

particularly 
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{)art5ca1arTy  the  cxtciifive  trtck  called  the  t/him  rf  domUnr 
gan,  conilfting  of  above  '4ooo  acres,  fof tncrlf  fcepr  for  p$S^ 
tare;  and,  fecondly,  to  the  lime  quatrieftiiJeljr 4ifcovered 
heal'  Comlongaiij  which  have  given  efftploiJ%iei»  to  tnttty  la* 
bourcrs ;  for  wliofe  accommodattoo'Lord'Stormont  h-sii  buBt 
afmall  villige  upon  the  fide  of  the  ftiilitarjrroad/ where  a 
garden  and  a  little  pofleffiort  of  latid  is  ineloied  and  annexed 
to^eftch  dwelling  houfe.— The  rcturft  to  Dr  Wcbfter  in'i75S 
^ai  only  599  fouls. 

'  '  Atclffiffjllca!  State,  fa'r.— The' church  is  an  atieietit  f4bri«, 
perhaps  now  the  moft  fo  of  any  in  rhis  part  of  the  countl^.; 
it  is  a  long  building,  remarkably  narrow,  ahd'has*a  prbjefting 
aile  or  wing  joined  to  it,  which  was  formerly  the  burial  place 
of  the  Murrays  of  Cockpool,  and  is  now  of  the  family  tof 
Stbrmont.  The  ftipend  is  76 1.  Sterling  yearly,  and  is  fJald 
in  money.  The  glebe  confids  of  36  acres,  a  great  part  of 
which  was  laid  off  to  the  minifter  at  the  divifion  of  a  com- 
mbn  where  he  had  a  fervttude.  The  dianft  is  iM^^c  and 
commodious,  and  built  of  brick  about  fixty  yeaf&  a^o.  The 
Vjfcount  of  Stormont  is  patron. — ^The  poor  are  nin  numer- 
ous, and  are  iupported  from  the  weekly  coHedMfM' Ih  the 
church ;  where  thcfe  prove  deficient,  a  volxmtary  charitiblc 
contribution  is  made  by  the  inhabitants,  as  often  as  the^  ife 
called  upon,  and  the  Aipply  received  upon  ftich  occafions  is 
always  fo  ami>Ie  as  to  anfwer  the  immediate  wants  or  neceC* 
fities  of  the  poor,  whether  arifing  from  dearth  of  provifions, 
or  other  incidental  caufes.  There  is  a  good  fchool  in  the 
parifii,  where  children  are  taught  Latin,  writing,  ^rithmetie, 
book-keeping,  navigation,  and  other  branches  of  education ; 
and  as  fome  come  from  diftant  parts,  they  are  boarded  in 
the  fchoolmafter's  houfe,  which  is  fitted  up  with  fbitatble  ao* 
commodations»    The  falary  is  only  ioq  merks  Scots, 

Villagn 
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Ftllagis  0ni  .ili^d!rw^Ku^weQ,  in  whkh  a  privilege  of 
hoklmg  jAai^cis  and  fair&  was  given  by  the  old  charters  to 
Che  family  of  Cockpool,  is  the  only  village  in  the  pariffa.  It 
is  a  k»ng  ftraggliog  place»  through  which  the  high  road  from 
Dumfries- to-  Annan  pafled,  before  the  niilijtary  road  was 
ma^.  The  houfes  were  formerly  all  built  of  clay;  bat 
thefeh^ave  lately  been  polled  down,  and  the  whole  rebuilt  at 
the  expence  of  Lord  Stormont  with  ftone  and  flates  \  the 
Areet  has  alio  been  enlarged,  and  laid  out  in  a  ftraight  line.-^ 
The  high  road  from  Portpatrick  to  England,  made  by  the  mi- 
Jitary*  at  the  expence  of  government^  runs  through  this  pa^ 
r^  from^JE.  to.  W.  .And,  in  confequeoce  of  an  ad  of  Par- 
-liameot  lately  pa0ed,  another  road  was  laft  year  made  to  the 
Dortbivar4  vx^  running  almoft  parallel  to  the  military  road, 
which  (liortens  the  diftance  between  Annan  and  Dumfries 
fomething  more  than  a  mile.  Tolls  are  now  levied  upon 
bothrraads«  . 

M&mtfaaurn^  FiJberkSf  £5V,.— No  fpd(;ies  of  manufaftupc 
in  the  linen  or  woolen  branches  are  carried  on  in  this  pariih^ 
but,,  in  the  (Umoaer  feaibn,  the  people  upon  the  fea  coaft  em- 
ploy tbeoUelves.  in  makiog  a  kind  of  ccarfe  fait,  which  an- 
iwers  the  commpn  ufes  tolerably  well.  They  praAife  the  fol- 
.4owbg  method :  -  When  the  tides  have  rifen  very  high,  and 
covered,  ihtf  i(aiids  for  three  or  four  days,  a  white  cruft  is  left 
upon  the  fand,  from  which  all  the  fre(h  water  particles 
are  exhaled  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  during  the  neap  tides,  and 
the  remanent  fubftaoce  appears  to  the  eye  like  pounded  cryfi 
tal.  This  cruft  is  pared  off  by  a  machine  formed  like  a  rol- 
ler, only  the  moveable  part  of  the  roller  is  here  immoveable^ 
and  has  proje&ing  from  it,  about  half  an  inch  longitudinally, 
a  piece  of  thin  iron,  which  fcrapes  up  the  cruft  into  heaps, 
fogether  with  a  portion  of  the  fandt  T\ifi  whole  is  qarried  oiE* 
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|a  carts  to  the  (hore,  and  i^Ied  ixp  in  one  heap.  When  t 
Ibfficient  quantity  has  been  coUeAed,  the  people  dig  a  little 
Iquare  pit  in  the  ground,  at  one  end  whereof  thej  form,  with 
(tOQgh  ffroog  clay  raifed  a  foot  above  the  furiface,  a  bafon  i8 
feet  long,  3  in  width,  and  3  deep,  which  riies,  from  the 
mouth  of  the  little  {(it,  in  a  gentle  afcent  to  the  further  end  % 
the  bottom  of  the  t>aron  is  laid  with  f<}uare  white  coloured 
peats,  and  above  thefe,  clean  turf  fods  cot  from  the  merft 
widi  the' green  fides  up,  are  placed,  joined  as  cloie  as  poffible 
to  one  another  and  to  the  fides  of  the  bafon.  After  thus 
preying  the  bafon,  a  layer  about  a  foot  and  a  half  thick, 
iaken  from  the  heap  of  fand  formerly  laid  up,  is  placed  above 
the  fods,  and  fea  water  being  poured  upon  it,  filtrates  through 
the  wholiS  niafs,  and,  when  it  comes  to  the  lower  end  of  the 
bafon,  runs  off  by  a  fmall  tube  into  the  pit  or '  refer? otr* 
'VVhen  the  faline  particles  of  the  fand  in  the  bafon  are  by  this 
means  carried  off,  it  is  removed,  and  new  fand  put  in,  which 
is  managed  in  the  fame  manner.  The  proper  firength  of 
the.  liquor  in  the  refervoir  U  afcertained  by  its  carrying  an 
€gg ;  and  when  this  happens,  it  is  boiled  in  lead  or  iron  pans 
until  a  refiduum  of  dry  fait  remains,  which  is  taken  up  io 
wicker  baikcts  ;  a  liquid,  fomething  of  the  appearance  of  oil, 
Xuns  from  it,  which  the  people  call  fait  droppings,  and  eAeem 
a  good  remedy  for  rheumatic  complaints  and  fprains.  The 
lalt  thus  made  is  neither  fo  white,  nor  fo  flrong  as  that  from 
the  fait  pans.  A  meafure  of  it  weighing  about  24  lb.  is  fold 
for  a  fliilling  j  and,  in  confequence  of  an  exemption  or  grant 
by  one  of  the  kings  of  Scotland,  no  duty  is  paid  for  it ;  not^ 
Wtthftanding  which,  the  tenants  on  the  (bore  who  pra^ife 
fhis  manufadure  are  fuppofed  to  be  no  confiderable,  gainers. 

Minerals,  ifc. — At  Brbw,  in  this  parUh  within  tide  mark, 
is  a  chalybeate  fprio^,  the  water  of  which  is  light  and  agreof 

able. 


liSAti  creates  an  appetite,  and  has  been  found  benefidal  in  ftc^ 
machic  complaints*  When  mixed  with  braDdy»  it  changes  ta 
an  inkj  cok)Qr,  and  a  piece  of  iilver  put  into  it^  is  foon  cover<t 
ed  with  a  black  Taraiai.  Many  rcfort  to  the  Brow  in  the 
warm  feafbut  believing  the  well  water,  and  fea  bathing,  fpe-« 
cifics  for  all  difeafes.  Some  appearances  of  coal  have  beca 
found  in  different  parts,  but  the  ezpedtations  of  thofe,  wb^ 
have  attempted  to  fink  a  pit,  have  always  been  fruftrated,  al- 
though it  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  ftrata  in  thofe  places  ar0 
fimilar  to  what  is  met  with  in  Cumberland^  on  the  oj^fite 
IborCy  where  coal  is  found  in  great  plenty }  the  want  of  fiic« 
eels,  in  this  refearch  upon  the  Scotch  fide,  may  therefore  pro« 
cced  from  the  inefficacy  of  the  trials,  and  probably  the  un&iU 
fulnefs  and  knavery  of  thofe  employed  in  making  them,* 
Lioaeftone  was  accidentally  difcovered  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Cotpiloogan  about  lo  years  ago,  and  the  difcovery  being 
pfofecuted,  and  the  quarry  opened  by  inftruAions  from  Lord 
Stormont,  all  his  Lordfhips  tenants  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Moufewald,  Toothorwald,  and  Tinwald,  have  from  hence 
been  fupplied  with  burnt  Jime,  and  raw  limeftonei  which  hat 
contributed  to  the  progrefs  of  improvement  \ 

Difp^tion  of  the  InhMtanis^  CsV.-^Tke  temper  of  the  peo» 
pie  is  benevolent  and  charitable,  of  which  an  inftance  has  beeit 

already 

*  The  air,  as  has  been  obferved,  is  miA%  and  often  fqggy# 
tvhich,  it  is  nitppofed,  proceeds  partly  from  the  vicinity  of  thelea, 
and  partly  from  extenfive  moflcs  and  deep  bogs  that  are  inter- 
fperfed  throoghouc  the  parifb.  Intermitting  hvtrt  prevail  here 
fometimes  in  the  after  harveft,  and  are  accompanied  with  pains 
in  the  bones^  and  a  lownei^  and  dejecflion  of  fpirit,  but  are  hU 
dom  mortal.  Upon  the  whole,  the  people,  notwithftanding  the 
humidity  of  the  air,  are  healthy  and  vigorous,  though  no  re- 
markable indances  of  longevity  have  lately  occurred*  The  pea« 
pie  are  in  general  of  the  middle  fizc,  thou^  fome  may  reach 
tx  feec« 
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already^  mentiolied  in  their  Tolontaiycoacribiitloos  for  fuppor^ 
of  the  poor^  when  the  weekly  colle^lions  in  the  chorch  prove 
iafuflkient.  Living  upon  the  fhore,  many  of  the  young  men 
betake  thcmfeWes  to  a  feafaring  life ;  thofe  who  continue  at 
home,  are  fiurmert  or  iabourert,  with  a  few  artizans^  and  are 
tolerably  induftrious.  Tlie  farms  are  in  general  fmall,  and 
many  of  the.  farmers  are  befides  jobbers  or  dealers  in  cattle, 
which  they  carry  to  the  £ngli(h  market  i  they  alfo  breed  and 
rear  many  fwine^  difpofing  of  the  h^ms  in  England  or  Edin^ 
borghi  where  they  are  much  prized;  thus  trade  Is. attended 
with  confiderable  profits.  The  number  of  farmers  may  be 
about  70,  hot  among  thefe  are  included  fundry  perfons  who 
have  fmall  pofiefllons  of  a^  few  acres*  There  are  in  the  mrifh 
'3  blackfrnfthsi  6  joiners,  5  fhoemakers,'^  .2  cloggers»  ij  wea^ 
vers,  6  Uilors,  i  tinker,  and  about  '75  day  labourers  \  the 
wages  of  thofe  lafk  are  from  10 4.  to  i  s.  ^d.  /^r  day,  and 
▼ary  according  to  the  length  of  the  day.  The  wages  of  m^a 
iervants  who  are  lodged  and  maintained,  are  from  71.  to  g  1. 
yearly,  of  women  3  1.  or  3  1.  10  s.  None  of  the  natives  of 
this  pariih  are  feceders  from  the  eftabliihed  church  %  bat  two 
perfons  who  lately  fettled  here  are  antiburghers  *• 

Fijby  C5V.— »The  fi(h  upon  the  <roaft,  are  flounders  of  alarge 
£ze  and  good  qualityj  herrings  in  the  autumn^ and  cod  an^  ikate 

during 

*  The  wood-lark  and  baifinch,  birds  extremtly'vart  in  Scot- 
land^  are  met  with  in  the  extcnGve  wood  of  Comlongan :  They  are 
both  natives.  They  make  their  neft  among  the  long  grafs  in  the 
woody  and  are,  of  bite,  cbferved  to  have  much  encreafed :  There  sHb 
appeared  in  tliofe  woods,  a  bird  of  a  new  fpecies^  of  the  iiae  of  a 
thrufti,  the  back  of  a  light  brown  colour,  the  head  light  gray,  and 
the  bread  almoft  white,  the  wings  inclining  to  black,  having  a  re- 
gular row  of  finall  white  fpots  acrofs  the  middle  of  eachfeathMn*,  the 
bill  very  fliorr,  as  thick  as  a  mans  finger  next  the  head,  and  the  tail 
has  (Irong  fhort  feathers.  This  description  agree  much  with  the 
fk%t  and  figure  of  the  Virginia  nightingale  or  red  bird,  from 
whichi  however,  it  difiers  materially  in  the  cok>ur|  and  the  want 
of  the  beautiful  tufc  on  the  head* 
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during  the  wiuter.  The  flounders  are  caogbt  in  what  is  cal- 
led a  pock-net,^  and  fometimes  the  people  gf ope  for  then 
with  their  feet  in  the  fandt  ^^d  kill  them  with  a  fpear^  they 
^requeotly  weigh  from  3  to  7  pounds^  and  are  reitiarkably  de* 
licate.  The  herringi  arc  caught  in  long-nets,  extended  upon 
poles  fixed  in  the  fand.  They  are  chiefly  carried  to  Dumfries 
market,  and  are  ibid,  in  a  plentiful  fiCbing,  fo  low  as  8  dl  or 
6d,fer  hundred*  they  have  however  been  fcarce  on  the 
\  Scotchiide  for  thefe  fotir  years  paft,  which  the  fiOiers  afcribe 

to  the  channels  being  akeredi  and  running  nigher  the  En^IKh 
fliore  than  formerly.    Cod  and  ikate  are  taken  in  fo  fmall 
u  quantitiest  that  they  (carce  deierve  to'be  noticed  i  on  the  op- 

I  pofife  coaftf  they  are  very  plentiful^  and  are  brought  acrofi 

"the  f  rith^  and  fold  proportionably  cheap. 

'  ^SmlmJ  Proiuffwuy  fsfc.-^Tht  foil  is  various,  according  to 
the  fituatioo.  Along  the  fhore  it  is  dry  and  fandy,  and  there 
it  a  confiderable  traft  of  moft  i  further  inland,  it  is  a  ftrong 
clay^  acid  towards  iu  boundaries  on  the  £.  and  N.  is  a  gra- 
vel I  towards  the  W.  there  is  a  bed  of  coarfe  fi*ec  ftone^  in- 
terouxod  with  which  fome  limeAone  appears.  About  694 
acrss  ^re  employed  in  the  euknre  of  oats,  132  for  barley,  40 
Cor  wheat,  66  for  potatoes,  30  for  turnip,  and  30  or  40  are 
hucl  down  with  grafs  ieeds.  The  little  flax  that  is  raifed,  is 
uled  by  tht  inhabitants  s  a  fow  £utnars  in  the  weft  fide  of  the 
ptfiQi,  have,  within  thefe  late  years  only,  fuftained  fome  lofs 
in  their  crops  of  oats,  by  a  fort  of  blight  or  blaftitig,  which  is 
£rft  defccf  nible  in  the  end  of  July,  and,  beginning  in  the  mid. 
die  of  tde  field  of  com,  extends  itfelf  on  all  fides,  till  it  has 
fpread  over  the  whole,  the  ear  Is  dried  up,  and  the  ftalk 
.  breaks  down,  and  is  not  worth  the  trouble  of  reaping.  Dif* 
ferent  kinds  of  manure  have  been  employed,  without  effcd,  for 
the  cure  of  this  malady,  and  the  people  have  aUb  ine^eAual- 
VoL.X.  .  Ff  ly 
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\j  altered  their  mode  of  ploughing.  It  is  forton^te,  that  thJi 
blight  never  attacks  barley,  wheat,  or  pqtatocs.  f  he  crop* 
raifed  io  the  parilh,  pot  only  fuppiy  the  inl^abitants,  bu(  ^ffor^ 
a  furplus  of  barley  and  potatoes  for  exportation.  The  ma- 
nures  employed  are  lime  and  diingv  and  near  the  (hore  tho 
farmers  lead  and  lay  upon  their  lands  confidcrable  quantities 
of  fea  fleech  or  fand;  vlug  up  within  fea  mark,  wbiph  is  ufec( 
to  great  advantage  in  the  mpfiy  foib,  where  lime  is  of  no  be- 
nefit •. 

Vqluation 

•  The  only  ancient  bnlldlng  in  ih«  parilh  is  the  caftle  of 
Comlongan,  the  l«at  of  the  Vifcount  of  Stormont,  wh*tcb»  al- 
though ere^fledfome  centuries  ago»  is  (li|l  entire.  It  wasacpn- 
iiderabie  place  of  ftrength  before  the  Union  of  the  Crowns^  is  60 
feet  Iquare  and  90  feet  high,  with  battlements,  and  pore  holes  in 
the  walls  ;  the  walls  are  of  a  fufficient  thicknefs  Co  admit  of  fmali 
apartments  within  them,  and  the  hail  and  larger  rooms  are  AiU 
occupied,  as  the  roof  is  (landing.— The  caUle  of  Comlongan 
i^as  for  many  ages  the  refidence  of  the  Murrays  of  CockpooU  a 
family  of  great  eminence  in  Apnandale^  ^s  fome  of  them  wer^ 
wardens  of  the  wedern  border,  and  Cuthbert  Murray  of  Cock- 
pool  was  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  Scotch  army,  that  de- 
feated the  Duke  of  Albany  and  the  Earl  of  Douglas,  when  they 
invaded  Scotland.  John  Murray,  a  younger fon  of  this  family, 
having  acquired  a  great  eftate,  as  well  in  Scotland  as  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  was  created,  by  King  James  the  6tbt  Earl  of 
Annandale ;  he  afterwards  fucceeded  to  the  family  ^ftate,  and 
refided  in  the  caftle  of  Comlongan ;  hut  the  title  became  eztindl 
upon  the  death  of  his  fon  without  children^  and  Lord  Stormont, 
who  is  heir  of  line,  became  proprietor  of  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  eftate.  His  Lorc^fhips  grandfather,  father  of  Lord  Manf- 
lield,  refided  here  many  years;  aud,  for  his  accommodation,  added 
ibndry  buildings  to  the  caftle,  which  are  now  poflei^ed  by  his  fac- 
tor. The  remains  of  an  old  caftle  are  alio  to  be  feen  at  Cock* 
pool,  within  half  a  mile  of  Comlongan,  which  was  iikewife  a 
feat  of  the  family.  In  the  church  yard  of  Ruthwell,  a  very  cu- 
rious ancient  monument  appears,  although  now  broken  into  two 
or  three  fragments,  which,  however,  have  all  been  preferved« 
The  whole,  when  entire,  feems  to  have  had  the  form  of  an  obe- 
hfk,  and  was  about  1 8  feet  long ;  and  the  fide  of  each  fquare  i» 
Ornamented  with  figures^  in  relievo^  defcriptive  of  facred  ftory. 

Our 


^f  Ruthwelf^  227 

Vahaim  and  Real  RetiL— The  lands  in  this  parifh  ftahdva- 
f ued  Hi  the  cefi  bodks»  at  2905  merks  Scotch.  The  real  rentt 
anioimt  to  tbout  1600I.  Stefhng,  and  have  been  greatly  ad- 
vanced  witbih  thcfc  few  ytkri^  by  the  opening  of  the  Htne- 
ftonc  quarry  at  Comlongan,  and  the  indofures  and  improve- 
ineots  made  by  Lord  Stormoat  and  the  oth^r  proprietors. 

Mi/idianmts  ObJen/ations^r-^Tht  divifion  of  the  numerous 
cr>mihon9ln  Annand^le,  thedifcovery  and  application)  of  llnie 
as  a  manure,  aad  the  (yfterh  of  kielofiilg,  begun  in  this  andf 
other  pari(kes,  have  prpdoced  the  very  extraordmary  rife  of 
rents,  wkich  have  takeAt  frfacc  within  the  laft  fwenty  ycztrt 
and  wbich^  fo  far  from  ii^uring.  or  iirfpovertfhing  the  tenan** 

try," 

Ouf  Savioni  is  reprcftnteil  m  different  attitudes,  and  at  the  bot- 
tom of  one  of  the  fiJes,  hiscrucitixon  is  difcerhihJe  ;  the  borders 
of  each  of  the  fides  are  ijifcrlBcd  with  runick  chara*5lcrs,  muck 
more  ancient  perhaps  than  the  figures  fculptu red  upon  the  Abne. 
Tradition  fays,  that  this  obelifk,  in  remote  times,  was  fzt  up  at 
a  p}ace  caHed  Pried woodfide  near  the  fe<i>  in  order  to  adift  the 
vulgar,  by  fenfible  images,  to  form  fome  notions  of  religion,  but 
was  drawn  from  thence  by  a  teeni  of  oxen  belonging  to  a  wi- 
dow, and  placed  in  th^  chorch-yard,  where  it  remained  till  the 
reformation,  when,  by  an  aA  of  the  General  Aflembly,  ic  was 
ordered  to  be  thrown  down  and  broken,  as  a  remnant  of  idola- 
try. This  piece  of  antiquity  has  been  often  vifited,  and  exa- 
mined by  travellers  and  antiquarians,  and  a  defcription  and 
draught  of  it  is  given  by  Mr  Pennant  in  his  tour,  and  by  Gor- 
don in  his  Itinerarium  Scptentrionale,  where  fundry  other  par- 
ticulars relating  to  it  may  be  found. 

At  a  place  called  Kirkftyle  in  this  parifli,  ancient  records  fct 
forth,  that  there  was  very  long  ago  a  preceptory  belonging  to 
the  knights  of  St.  John,  where  they  had  a  place  of  worfhip  and 
a  burying  ground,  and  that  they  were  alfo  pofTeifed  of  pi'operty 
to  a  great  extent  in  the  neighbourhood,  which,  upon  the  extinc* 
tion  of  that  order,  came  into  the  poflefEon  of  the  Murrays  of 
Cockpool ;  but  we  have/UO  certain  accounts  either  from  tradi- 
tion, hiftory,  or  writings,  when  this  happened.  Some  tomb  ftones 
are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  pari(b  church-yard,  on  which  the  ix^ 
fignia  and  arms  of  the  ordgr  are  cut. 


ji2«  StatiJIicarAicouni 

try,  have  contribute^  ,to  their  ffofpmtj%  za  it  is  a  certain 
fad  that  at  the  prefent  period  they  are  better  lodged,  better 
cloathc4»  aa4  ha?e  <tbe  Deccffkrierof  life  in  much  greater 
abuddancei  than  when  their  rents  \irere  trifling:  yet  the 
general  fptrit  of  iaiprovement  in  agriculture,  which  now  per- 
vades Scotland,  has  not  made  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  as  might 
have  been  expeded  in  Andandale.  The  purchafe  of  the  Ifle 
of  Man,  however,  and  the  ftop  pqt  by  that  means  to  fmug- 
gling,  in  which  all  the  people  living  upon  the  Solway  Frith 
were  more  or  Icfs  conceroedj  have  vrrought  a  forprifing 
chlnge  on  their  indnftry,  la  weK^as  improved  their  moral?. 
Although  French  brandy  has,  in  confeqaence  of  thefe  alte« 
rations,  almoft  wh^ly  difafneare^Y  its  place  is  now  occupi- 
ed by  whiiky,  a  fpirit  equally  fatal  to  the  health  of  the  people, 
though  not  fo  hurtful  to  the  revenue.  This  accurfcd  beie- 
rage  is  retailed  in  numbers  of  tippling  houfes,  and  coming  fo 
low  as  I  s.  6  d.  the  Scotch  pint,  is  greedily  fwallowed  by  the 
people,  though  it  laps  their  conftitutions,  and  ruins  their 
health.  When  the  propofed  wife  meafures  of  allowing  coals 
to  be  imported  duty  free,  and  laying  an  additional  tax  upon 
Scotch  fpirits,  are  adopted  by  government,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  more  wholefome  liquor  brewed  from  good  malt  will- 
again  be  drunk  by  the  people,  and  their  attachment  to  whif; 
ky  weakened^  if  not  deftroyed. 
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PARISH    OF   GLEN  DO  VAN. 

(Prejbylery  ofAucbterarder. — Spiod  rf  Perth  and  Stir* 
Ihtg.-^Cainty  cf  Perth.  J 

,  ,  ^     Bf  tii  Reverofd  Mr  JOBV  BkO'WK. 


Namtf  Exfetttj  ^c. 

THE  parifli  of  Glendovan  affords  but  few  materials  for 
tbe  rcfearches  of.  the  curioMS.  It  derives  its  name 
from  the  Water  of  Dovan^  which  rons  through  it  in  a  direc- 
tion nearly  from  W.  to  £•  through  a'  narrow  glen»  fcarcely 
in  any  place  extending  to  the  width  of  two  furlopgs,  and^  in 
many  places,  the  hills  rife  immediately  from  the  banks  of 
this  ftream.  The  windings  of  the  river,  the  trees  with  which 
it  is  ikirted  in  many  places,  and  plantations  now  far  advanc- 
ed, for  which  the  foil  feems  particularly  adapted,  together 
with  the  verdure  of  the  adjacent  hills,  afford  a  moft  delight- 
ful profpeA. 

The  parifli  of  Glendovan  is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the 
Ochill  hills,  (the  great  ftrath  called  Strathem  lying  betwixt' 
it  and  the  Grampian  Hills  i  on  the  N.  a  fine  corn  country  ; 
on  the  S.  the  low  grounds  of  Perthihire  and  Clackmanns^ 
to  the  Frith  of  Forth,)  extendhg  in  length  from  S.  W.  to 
N.  £.  6  EngliOi  miles,  and  in  breadth  44-  It  is  a  hilly  dif- 
triA,  but  the  hills  are  green  and  fmooth,  feldom  incumber- 
ed by  rock%  and  pnly  a  few  fpots  are  covered  with  heath. 

Scii 
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SaU  and  Produce. — ^Tbe  foil  in  the  low  g^pands  is  light  and 
drjf  indining  to  gravel.  It  is  better  adapted  for  grafs  than 
corDi  and  yields  excellent  crops  of  natural  hay.  There  may 
be  nearly  200  acre's  under  tillagCt  Tcattered  in  fmall  Tpots 
along  the  fide  of  the  water,  but  at  an  average  not  yielding 
Jbuf  returm,  owing  to  the  rains  incident  to  dl  hilly  coun* 
tries.  The  farmers  non^  perceiving  the  fctiali  advantage  they 
reap  firom  the  plough,  and  the  great  profit  of  (beep,  lay  out 
more  in  graft.  Infiead  of  plooghing  a  eonfldefable  way  up 
the  hills  as  formerly,  they  now  let  the  loiveil  of  their 
grounds  lie  in  grafs.  They  have  not  turned  much  of  their 
attention  to  the  culture  of  green  crops  for  fupplying  fodder 
in  wintert  (which  is  often  in  great  jrequeft,)  though  the 
trials  made  hitherto  fufficiently  prove  that  the  fuccefs  b  cer* 
lain,  and  indeed  the  (oil  is  particularly  favourable  to  turnip 
bufbandry.  They  few  chiefiy  Mack  Oats,  fome  white  oats  of 
M  early  kind,  rough  barley,  a  fmall  quantity  of  &zx  feed,  and 
potatoes.  In  fboie  fin-ms,  there  are  tonfiderable  tracks  of  in- 
clofed  land  paftured  by  cattle  in  fuoimer. 

Sieep. — The  principal  article  attended  to  is  flieep,  in  the 
management  of  which  the  farmers  are  much,  improved.  It 
is  only  within  thefe  twenty  years  that  they  began  to  p^y 
muek  attention  to  them.  Formerly  they  depended  upon 
grazing  black  cattle,  and  the  care  of  their  (heep  was*  only  a 
ftoondary  confideratiofi.  The  confeqaence  was,  as-  might 
ftave  been  edfily  ferefeen,  that  what  they  gained  upon  tbe 
oittfi  they  loft  upon  the  other }  and,  though  their  rents  were 
not  0tt«  half  of  what  tbey  now  are,  they  were  with  difficulty 
paid.  The  oumber  of  iheep  in  the  pariflr,  at  pfefent,  may 
aiMiiDt  to  tooo.  Tbey  are  of  the  bhck  hccA  kiiid,  the 
farmers  giving  preference  to  this  fpecies,  both  on  account  of 
}ts  fiise  and  its  hardinefi.    They  have  not,  in  general^  come 

to 


fa  (h$.  ipfthod  of  rearing  their  qwfi  ibc«Pt  but  keep  up  their 
ftocks  by  purchafing  hogs  •  every  yepf  ir^ia  ihe  UfttQn  W^^r 
ket.  Thofe  who  buy  \n,  Tell  off  their  lambs  to  the  fheep 
famori  in  tbfl  Hlghbn^  or  tg  Uif  iMtchcff^  A  fe^t  lipw- 
ever,  have  been  In  the  praAice  of  rearing  thotr  Ofrn  ihf Qp^ 
and  have  in  a  gre^t  meaTare  fuccofd^^  t  ai»4  all  migbt  do  it» 
if  they  would  rckryc  their  hog-fence  forih^  wiater,  as  is 
praftifcd  in  the  Aip? e  improved  fattUM  i  liiought  in  gefieral, 
they  wv\t  heath,  whins  thrive  wherever  fown.  Waders  are 
fold  at  4  years  ak)  a|  %\^(m  15  $.  Moft  <)f  the  fa^fos  rent  at 
above  lodl.  a  year.  The  farmery  endeavour  tQ  tuave  one 
kind  of  (beep  nearly  by  itfcU,  bot  they  alkw  th^ta  t9>  ff  ed  at 
large,  never  collecting  them  unlefs  for  (hieacmg,  gec^  They 
fmear  with  tar  and  butter,  mixed  together,  their  liog«  and 
fotnetinMs  their  •wes  ;  and  it  is  imagined  it  would  be  profit- 
able to  fmear  th«  whole^  fip^e  it  is  nn  cfiefhul  pvfiierTative 
^gatpft  the  fcab.  The  lambs  are  fometimes  vory  ftibjeA  to 
the  braxey,  for  yfbkh  thcy  bAve  got  m  e ij^Anail  nsif 4y«  An 
«xpfrix9«ot  has  been  lately  tried  to  crofs  their  b)ack  faced 
frecp  with  Cheviot  tops ',  as  fai:  is  can  br  y<t  bAQwa  il  pro- 
ffkifqi  ^m^b  i  the  bimb^  9f  ibi?  <;rp6  brf^  axe  oqvaUy  ilsong 
and  healthy.  Shouki  that  estptrimfittt  ttl^er  tbc  esjtiki^ 
tkm  of  th|)fe  gentlemen  wha  have  beAofWcd  to  moch  9tteiH 
tion  on  the  improveiaent  of  £keqi»  it  wouH  be.  of  oAi^tHiiL 
ftwice  to  this  place^  as  the  faofm^n  then  would  have  a  better 
aaritct  and  bigber  ptices  for  their  wool.  Tbcir  wool  Uk  at 
from  10  s.  to  12 s.  and  theiff  bkl  wool  aa  from  6s.  to  79^  die 
ftone,  of  the  former  7  j.  fleeces  make  one  ftone,  and  of  the 
latter  5I  fleeces,  both  taken  at  an  average.  The  difference 
in  point  of  fize  between  thefb  fine  troolkd  fbeep,  and  the 
black  fiiced,  of  which  their  ftock  now  confifts,  is  not  conft- 

denblCt 

*  Sheep  of  one  year  old  get  this  namei^ 
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derable,  the  latter  feDiog  as  high,  (if  not  h^her)  to  the  bot- 
cher M  the  Chcfioc  iheep. 

8ioek  and  Rmt.-^Tbit  ftock  of  one  of  the  finrms  b  nearif 
as  follows,  viz. 

Ten  fcore  of  4  years  old  wedders  at  151. 

perfcartf        -  -  -  L.  150    o    O 

Ten  ditto  3  years  old  ditto,  13  1.  15  s. 

ferfcort^  -  -  -  137  IQ    O 

Fifteen  ewe  and  wedder  hogs  at  10 1.  per 

fcore,        -         -  -  -  150    o    o 

Ten  (core  of  2  years  old  wedders  at  1 2L 

per  fcore,        -  «     '  •        •  j^o    o    o 

Fifteen  fcore  ewes  of  different  ages  at 

12  L^  (core,  .         •  ^         180    a    O 

Tsrehe  ditto  lambs  at   4I.    tos.  /«r 

ficore,  -  •  -  *       54    o    o 

OnedittocowsatdiflfaentagfsatsL  los. 

each,  -        -  -  •  70    o    # 

Four  horfes  at  12  Leach,         •  •  48    o    o 

There  are  in  the  parilh  220  cows  and  50  hbrfca.  A 
iheep's  graft  is  reckoned  worth  2  s.  s  milch  cow's  worfk 
1 1.  5  s.  and  a  hoffc's  worth  1 L  los.  The  valued  itnr  of 
the  parifli  is  1333  L  Sooich,  and  its  seal  rent  is  more  thaft 
doubled  within  thefe  twenty  years,  extending  to  above  SooL 
Sterling.  There  are  five  heritors  in  the  pariib,  two  only  ff 
whom  refide  in  it,  and  thefe  fium  their  own  lands. 

Ectl^afikml  SiaU^  {^^t— The  church  is  old.  The  manfe 
was  boilt  in  the  year  1747,  and  h^th  been  feveral  times  re* 
paired.  The  ftipend  is  33  L  1 1  s.  6^^  Sterling.  The  pariOi 
being  early  valued,^  the  teinds  are  ezhaufted,  and  there  is  a 

legal 


tf  Giendovan.  ^  a  33 

IqgJ  gl?bc    There  arc  few  poor,  and  thcfc  arc  fuppficd  by 
the  ordinary  coUcftions.    The  fchoolmaftcr  has  10 1.  falary. 

^Populations  Jj*^.— Failure  farms  requiring  few  hands,  and 
there  being  no  towns,  or  what  may  be  termed  villages,  within 
the  parifli,  the  number  of  inhabitants  are  few,  fcarcely  amoufi- . 
ting  to  200  of  .the  eftabliQied  church.  They  feem  to  have  been 
more  numerous  formerly,  although  the  return  to  Dr  Web- 
fterin  1755,  was  only  iao  fouls._  The  number  of  marriages, 
during  the  laft  ten  years,  was  16,  and  the  number  of  births  38. 
Befides  thofe  of  the  eftablilhed  church,  there  are  5  burghers 
and  35  antiburghers ;  there  are  one  fmith,  one  maibn,  and  5 
day  labourers.  Mod  of  tjie  work  is  performed  by  fervants 
liired  by  the  year.     Ao  ordinary  day  labourer  may  earn  i  s. 

C"  day ;  this,  together  with  the  economy  and  induftry  of  the 
£,  enables  them  to  fupport  their  families  comfortably^  and 
give  them  a  fuit^able  education. 

Mifcellaneous  OiJervathftf.'^Thc  people  are  fobcr,  induflri^ 
%iitl  anci  happy  in  their  fituation.  The  grain  produced  in 
^h/^parifh  is  not  fufficient  to  fuppOrt  the  inhabitants,  who  are 
TuppVcd  with  this  article  from  Strathern.  They  arc  very  well 
*Tupplied  with  fuel,  either  with  cblals  from  Blairngone  5  miles 
ift^nt,  or  witili  mofs  from  theliills  *• 


*^«'   .  '  The 

)0  \iCiThere  it  one  houfe  which  appears  to  have  been  built  for 

defence.     It  is  one  of  thefe  which  were  treded  in  the  i6th  c«i* 

Uiry  by. the  cbieftans,  to  proted  their  vaflals  agaioft  any  fudden 

attack.     It  was  built  by  the  family  of  Crawford,  to  whom  the 

^nds  of  Glendovftn,  comprehending  two  *large  fartns,  vi^.  £• 

.Gledherap  and  Wbitefaills,  l>ek)nged.^  -It  ;&.  longer  than  moft 

of  the  fame  kind ;  and  mud  have  been  built  at  a  confiderable 

expence,  as  many  of  the  ftoties  catne  from  a  diftance,  by  a 

road  that  was  but  lately  deemed  acceflible  for  carringes  of  any 

kind.     This  houfe  was  foroetime  in  ruins,  but  was  lately  fitted 

up  by  the  proprietor,  for  the  accommodation  tf  lenamts. 

Vol.  X.  G  g 
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The  road  which  forms  the  principal  communication  between 
Strathem  and  Blairngone,  has  latclj  been  made  more  acceffi- 
ble  than  formerly,  and  Oiould  the  plan,  now  propofcd,  for  the 
improvement  of  it,  be  executed,  fuch  an  eafy  paflage  through 
fuch  a  chain  of  mountains  would  fcarcely  be  equalled. 

The  praftice  of  difmiffing  the  cottars  and  fmall  tenants,  » 
attended  with  fome  difadyantages  here*  By  this  praAice,  the 
hxmdrs  often  find  it  very  difficult  to  procure  hands  to  ex« 
ecute  any  work,  which  occurs  at  a  particular  (eafon  of  the 
year,  and  continues  but  for  a  (hort  time,  and  the  norfery  for 
labouring  fervants  b  cut  off;  for  the  children  brought  up  in 
the  country,  are  much  more  healthy  and  robuft,  not  to  men- 
tion other  circumftances,  and  make  better  labouring  feryants 
than  thofe  brought  up  in  towns.  A  woollen  manufafture  midit 
be  eftablifhed  in  this  place,  or  the  neighbourhood,  with  ad« 
vantage.  It  would  be  fupplted  with  wool  from  the  OchiUs 
and  the  Weft  Highlands,  which  are  at  no  great  diftance.  For 
fuch  a  purpofe,  a  convenient  fituation  might  eafily  be  found, 
on  the  Dovanj  which  would  afford  a  cqnftant  fupply  of  wates. 
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NUMBER    SIX. 

PARISH  OF  CLUNT. 

(frejkflery  of  Kincardine  O^Neil.— Synod  and  Countf 
qf  Aberdeen.) 

By  iAo  Rmennd  Mr  RoBUfLT  Michie. 


Namcy  Extent,  isfc* 

THE  name  of  this  pariOi  is  (aid  to  be  Gaelic,  Cluny  or 
Clugnie  in  that  language  iignifying  meadows  interfper^ 
ed  with  riiing  grounds ;  a  name  defcriptive  of  the  diftriA^ 
which  lies  very  low,  interfcdted  by  many  rivulets,  fome  of 
them  pretty  large,  running  in  different  directions,  from  the 
furrounding  hills,  and  forming  a  great  deal  of  haugh  or  dat 
ground,  which  in  floods  are  overflowed.  Many  places  in  Scot- 
land, and  fome  both  in  France  and  Spain,  have  the  fame  name, 
probably  from  a  fimilar  caufe. — Cluny  Ijes  in  that  divifion  of  tht 
County  of  Aberdeen,  called  Mar,  between  the  rivers  Dee  and 
Don. — ^The  breadth  of  the  parifh,  (excepting  in  one  place,  which 
is  about  3  miles,)  does  not  generally  exceed  two*,  its  length 
from  W«  to  £•  IS  about  lo  miles.  It  has  not  been  all  mea« 
fured,  but  the  two  Urged  eftates  in  it,  Cluny  and  Caftle  Fra« 
fer,  have  both  been  furveyed,  and  they  confift  of  2660  acres 
each,  the  remainder  may  be  about  one  third  of  the  whole;  fo 
that  the  contents  of  the  parith  may  be  reckoned  6933  acres, 
of  which  about  three  fifths  are  in  cultivation.  There  are  no 
mountains,  except  one  on  the  W^  called  the  foreft  of  Con- 

ainy. 
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suoy,  which  in  that  cjuarter  is  the  boundary  of  the  parifli. 
There  is  now  no  wood  on  it,  but  probably  there  was  fome  for- 
merly. The  Domimum  dire^um^  as  it  is  calledi  belongs  to 
the  Duke  of  Gordon,  but  the  domimum  utile  to  bis  vaiTals  all 
around,  who,  by  their  charters,  have  a  right  to  fuel  and  paftn- 
rsige  in  it. 

Srnt^  Soil,  and  C/rma/^.— -The  valued  rent  of  the  parifb  is 
2333 1.  6s<  8d«  Scotch,  and  the  real  rent  from  1000 1,  to 
iiooU  Sterling.  The  foil  in  general  is  warm  and  dry, 
though  not  deep,  except  in  the  flat  or  low  ground,  and  lies 
on  a  bed  of  mortar  or  clay  mixed  with  fand.  It  is  remarked, 
that  wherever  there  are  large  blocks  or  mafles  of  granite,  with 
which  the  diftrift  abounds,  there  the  foil  is  beft  and  moft 
produ^ive.  The  climate,  though  humid,  is  warm,  being  (heU 
terqd  by  hills  almoft  on  every  fide,  fo  that  the  winters  are 
jgenerally  mild.  The  fnbw  is  feldom  deep,  and  is  but  of  fliort 
duration,  nor  are  the  frofts  intenfe ;  but  mildews  from  the 
rivulets  and  mar(hes  are  fometimes  noxious  to  tlie  crop, 
Tbere  are  no  epidemical  difeafes.  The  moft  common  are 
rheumatifm,  confumption,  nervous  fever,  and  fometimes  fcfo* 
phula.  Of  thefe,  confumption  is  moft  fata}.  The  fmall  pox, 
which  ufed  to  carry  off  a  fifth  part  of  the  human  race,  feems 
now  to  be  lefs  acrimonious,  and  inoculation  begins  to  be  ge- 
nerally praftifed.  The  ^climate  is  falubrious ;  and,  in  dange« 
rous  diforders,  thofe  who  are  not  able  to  pay  a  phyfician,'are 
always  fent  to  the  Infirmary  at  Aberdeen,  where  they  are  ge- 
nerally cured,  and,  for  this  inftitution,  all  ranks  in  the  pari(h 
make  an  annual  and  liberal  contribution. 

Jgrieulture^  Farmers ^  and  Cattle.-^Thctt  are  57  plough- 
gates  of  land  and  40  farmers,  i^ho  Bave  ploughs  of  their 
own,  befides  thofe  belonj;ing  to  proprietors.    The  land  is  ge- 
nerally 
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ntnSij  ploughed  by  oxen,  ten  and  rom«tiines  twelve  in  a 
plough,  yoked  together  in  the  old  manner,  by  yokes  and 
wooden  bowsi  except  by  heritors,  who  {dough  with  two 
horfcs  and  four  oxen,  and  fometim^s  only  two  yoked  with 
collars  and  ropes,  which  enable  thea  to  draw  with  greater 
cafe,  as  much  as  lo  or  la  oxen,  yoked  in  the  old  manner. 
Improvements  here  arc  but  in  their  infancy ;  but  as  the  heri- 
tors fhow  a  good  example,  and  the  feutners  are  inclinable  to 
learn,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be  carried  on  to  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  perfcAion.    The  old  Scotch  plough,  which  for 
lee  and  ftony  groimd  is  perhaps  the  beft,  is  yet  generally  ufed; 
but  the  long  ftilted  plough  with  an  iron  head,  and  curved 
mould  board,  begins  to  be  introduced.     The  ridges,  which 
were  formerly  crooked  and  gathered  up  to  a  high  top,  lea?- 
ing  the  fides  thin  and  poor,  are  now  made  flraight  and  level- 
led %  and  inclofures,  which  formerly  were  never  attempted, 
are  now  begun  even  by  the  tenants,  who  gather  the  ftones 
out  of  their  fields,  and  with  them  make  fubftantial  fences  i 
the  expence  being  advanced  ehher  by  the  heritors  or  farmers 
paying  a  certain  intereft,  or  by  the  farmers  themfclves,  on  an 
obligation  from  the  heritors  for  a  reimburfement  at  the  ex- 
.  piry  of  their  leafe.    There  are  in  the  pari(h  Soi  black  cattle, 
1300  flieep,  i32horfes,  2  waggons,  80  carts.    About  thirty 
years  ago,  there  were  but  t^o  carts  in  the  whole  pariih,  and 
thefe  belonged  to  the  two  principal  heritors  \  meal  and  grain 
are  carried  on  horfes  backs,  peat,  and  turf,  the  crop  and  every 
thing  elfe  were  carried  in  the  fame  way,  becaufe  the  roads 
were  in  a  ftate  of  nature.    But  between  the  years  1750  and 
1760,  the  gentleman  of  the  county  began  to  exaft  the  fiatdte 
labour }  for  this  purpofe,  they  divided  the  county  into  dif- 
trlds,  according  to  the  number  of  prefbyteries,  and  they  ap- 
pointed the  commlflioners  of  fupply  in  each  of  thefe  diftriAs» 
to  keep  regiilar  meetings,  to.  call  forth  all  the  country  people 

between 
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be^ecDi  S%tun  and  Cxty  years  of  age,  ib  irork  opoCtbe 
roads^  three  dajrt  before  aod  tj^rec  days  after  harveft  anooaU 
Ijff  in  therefpeAive  pari(be<«  by  overfeers  named  by  them  for 
that  purpofe,  under  a  penalty  of  is.  6d.  for  every  perfba 
deficient!  and  to  report  their  diligence  at  next  general  meetr 
ing  at  Abierdecn*  Thel&appy  cSe&s  of  this  regubkion  have 
beeh  general  Over  the  couotjr*  The  roads  have  been  repaired^ 
and  BOW  not  only  farmers,  bot  even  aofters  perforin  their  la- 
bour with  cartsi  to  their  great  accommodatton  and  advantage. 
Turnpikes  are  immediately  to  be  ere^ed  on  the  moft  public 
roads  in  the  county,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  as  improve- 
ments go,  on  and  trade  iocreafcsi  they  will  become  general^  to 
the  great  advantage  of  the  community^ 

Produce.'^iJo  wheat  is  fown  in  this  diftrifl,  and  there 
feems  to  be  an  inaptitude  in  the  foil  for  peafe  aod  beans.  On 
Dee  fide,  which  is,  generally  a  poor  foil,  peafe  grow  without 
dung,  but  here  they  will  hardly  thrive  on  the  heft  land  with- 
out lime,  which  makes  them  fo  hard  that  boiling  fcarcely 
foftens  them  ;  they  are  rarely  Ibwn,  therefore,  in  the  field. 
The  common  crops  are  bear,  oats,  potatoes,  and  turnip,  the 
laft  but  juft  introduced,  and  which  fcarcely  can  become  ge- 
neral until  the  fields  are  inclofed.  For  waot  of  indofures, 
thofe  farmers  who  fow  turnips  are  obliged  to  dig  pits,  for 
them,  and  clofe  them  on  the  top  with  the  earth,  to  fave  them 
from  the  cattle  and  (beep  in  autumn,  but  this  is  a  great  lofs, 
as  the  turnips  ufually  grow  till  Chriftmas.  They  are  fome- 
times  fown  in  drills,  at  the  diftance  of  three  feet  between  the 
rows,  ^or  the  fake  of  horfe  hoeing ;  but  broad-caft  fowiog  be- 
gins to  be  preferred  as  producing  a  larger  crop.  Flax  is  on- 
ly fown  by  fome  few  families  to  make  linen  for  their  own 
ufe.  Bear  and  oats  with  fome  rye  are  the  chief  crops  here ; 
but  the  hufbandry  hitherto  has  been  but  very  indifferent. 

The 
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Thetofield  is  ufuallf  divided  into  three  parts ;  one  third  is 
dunged  for  bear^  after  that  produces  two  crops  of  oats,  and 
is  then  dunged  again  for  bear,  without  being  allowed  to  reft. 
The  other  two  thirds  ^e  alwafi  Town  with  oats,  except  a 
little  that  is  planted  with  potatoes,  whfch  make  a  pan  of  the 
ordmary  diet  of  the  famHjr  for  two  or  three  months  in  the 
beginning  of  winter.    Everjfarm  has  at  leaft  ten  outfield 
folds,  fbmetimes  more,  befides  £iughs ;  one  half  of  diefc  out- 
fidds  are  always  in  tillage,  producing  commonly  five,  never 
lefs  than  four,  fuccclBve  crops  of  oau  $  after  which  they  are ' 
left  out  to  reft  in  fucceffion.    The  fold  which  has  refted  five 
yea^  is  made  what  is  called  a  tothfold,  that  is  to  fay,  it  is  fur- 
rounded  with  an  earthen  fence  of  a  flight  kind,  but  fofficknt 
to  keep  in  both  black  cattle  and  flieep  three  or  four  hours 
every  day  about  noon,  and  the  whole  of  every  night  fix>m 
the  end  of  May  until  the  crop  is  got  in.     In  autumn,  this 
fold  with  the  dung  upon  it  is  ploughed  up ;  and,  being  fowa 
with  oats  next  fpring,  produces  a  luxuriant  crop,  and  a  ftill 
better  the  fecond  year,  when  the  foil  is  more  broke  and  re- 
duced, and  better  mixed  with  the  dung.   Even  the  third  crop 
of  oats  is  tolerable,  but  the  fourth  is  poor,  and  the  fifth  ftill 
worfe.    The  fiughs  are  a  part  of  the  outfield  never  dunged', 
and  yet  carry  ufually  five  crops  of  oats,  and  never  left  than 
four,  when  in  tillage,  the  other  half  of  them  b  always  in  lee, 
but  the  crops,  both  of  oats  and  grafs  which  they  produce,  are 
generally  poor  indeed.    No  marl  of  any  kind  has  yet  been 
difcovered  in  this  diftrid,  nor  any  lime  quarry ;  to  that  the 
only  manure  Is  animal  dung,  and  the  afhes  of  peat  or  turf. 
However,  the  importation  of  lime  {hells,  both  firom  the  Frith 
of  Forth  and  from  Sunderland,  (a  boll  of  the  former  yield- 
ing twp  bolls  and  a  half,  and  of  the  latter  three  bolls  of  pow- 
dered lime,)  being  noi^  carri^4  09  to,  a  ^reat  extent  j  the  far- 
ifpKf%  htffn  to  bring  out  fliells  m  final!  gua«)(iti9%  an4  lbi$» 

with 
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with  tbf  dpog  of  their  cattle  ai»d  4fj  earth,  makes  a*verf, 
f90d  compofty  with  which  they  m^Offr^  their  bear  land^ 
When  thif  is  the  cafe,  along  witli  their  bear  feed  (bey 
low  red  and  white  clover,  rye,  and  rib.  gra(S|  which  next 
year,  and  perhaps  for  two  years,  they  cut  for  hay  \  the  third 
year,  and  ffMoetitnes  for  the  fourth  and  Bkh^  they  {»fture 
tfaisfidd.  When  it  is  taken  again  into  tilUge;,  they^take  a 
crop  or  two  of  oats,  then  a  cqop  of  turnip,  after  ^t  (s^r^and 
^pafs  feeds, -and  then  a  crop  or  two^f  haji^aft^sr  that  pafturp 
^  one  or  more  years  $  and,  in  the  fatpe  inanner^  ^j .n^an^ 
age  the  reft  cf  th^ir  infield.  But  this  can  only  b^e  £ud  of 
th<^e  few  who  bring  liqie  finom  Aberdeen;  the  reft,  nfho/re 
by  far  the  greateft  number,  go  on  in  the  old  jRrretche4  ipao- 
ner  form^ly  defcribed.  ^,  ..    » 

FuiL The  only  fuel  made  ufe  of  here  is  peat  and  turf, 

and  th^fe,  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  parifli,  are  very^  fcarce 
and  even  difficult  to  be  found,  the  peat  mofles  being  much. 
csLhaufted^  and  fome  of  them  totally  at  an  end.  There  is, 
indeed,  on  the  top  and  W.  fide  of  the  foreft  of  Corralny, 
abundance  of  mofs,  but  that  hill  being  very  high  and  fteep 
on  the  £•  fide  next  to  Clunyi  and  the  mofs  on  the  W.  fide 
at  the  diftance  of  feveral  miles,  it  is  almoft  impofiible  to  pro- 
cure firing  from  tWs  place,  efpcJially  for  crofters  and  fubte- 
nants,  who  firequently  have  no  horfes  or  carts  of  their  own. 
The  only  refource,  therefore,  is  coal  from  Aberdeen,  with 
which  the  people  here  could  fupply  thcmfelvcs  with,  toler- 
able facility,  if  the  price  were  moderate,  which  it  would  be 
if  the  tax  on  coals  was  taken  off  •.     .  .^ 

Ssed 

•  This  was*  written  before  the  iate  mod  wife  and  policic  re* 
peal  of  the  coal  tax,  for  which  the  country  is  fo  maclT  indebted 
i;o  die  prefent  patriotic  Secretary  of  State  Mr  Dundas. 
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'  SeeJ^^mef   CsV*— Oats  are  fown  hare  iifuallf  from  the 
iblddle  or  end  of  March,  and  bear  is  fown  and  potatoes  plant- 
ed from  that  time  to  the  beginning  or  middle  of  Majr |  ac« 
tording  to  the  feafon.    Harveft  begins  commonly  about  the 
aoth  or  towards  the  end  of  Auguft,  and  is  finiihed  in  the 
beginning  or  at  fartheft  the  middle  of  O&obtr,  unlefs  the 
feafon  be  veryunfrivonnibte*   In  the  year  i  ^62^  fo  fatal  to  the 
kingdom,*o«ts  were  cnt  out  of  fnow  and  ice,  in  the  beginning 
and  even  the  middk  of  November;  but  having  been  full  be- 
fore the  ftorm  came  on,  they  were  thought  to  ripen  even  un- 
der the  fnow,  nor  was  it  the  froft'  that  hurt  the  crop,  and 
brought  the  meal  to  i  s.  6d.  a  peck,  but  the  want  of  wind 
to^drj  it^  in  c6nl'equence  of  which  it  turned  hot,  and  rotted 
m  the. corn  yards.    The  ui'ual  produce  from  the  old  mode  of 
agriculture,  at  an  average,  is  three  or  at  moft  four  itturcs^ 
whereas  by  the  new  huibandry,  the  returns  are  from  ten  to 
twelve,  and  fometimes  more.    The  product  of  the  diArift  is 
confideraUy  more  than  its  confumption,  and  the  furplus  is 
carried  to  Aberdeen,   where  there  is  a  ready  vent  for  it. 
Greatfpart  of  the  rents,  fometimes  a  half  or  more,  are  paid  in 
bear  and  meal,  which  the  tenants  are  obliged,  when  requir- 
ed, to  carry  at  their  own  ezpence  to  Aberdeen,  or  any  place 
of  the  like  difiance.    Some  years  ago  fervices  of  all  kinds, 
called  bondage,  were  exacted  from  the  tenants ;  but  they  are 
now  mo(ily  converted  into  money,  to  their  great  accommor 
dation  and  advantage.    No  leafes  are  granted  for  more  than 
19  years,  and  many  for  a  much  (horter  perio^.    ,Tbcre  is  no 
village  in  the  parifb  i  the  farmers  and  their  iubteaants,  when 
they  have  any,  live  together  upon  their  feparate  and  refpcct- 
tive  frrms,  the  rpits  of  which  are  from-  10  L  to  40  L    The 
fubtenants,  by  way  of  fecurity,  fometimes  pay  the  rent  before 
hand,  and  of  courfe  have  po  rent  to  pay  the  year  of  their  re- 
moval.   They  feldom  require  or  get  a  w^tten  leafe  from 
W0U9  X.  '     H  h  their 
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tlietr  landlords,  but  if  both  parties  defire  to  coAfinoe  toge** 
ther  for  another  year,  upon  Shrove  Tucfday  they  arc  invited 
By  the  landlord  to  a  dinner  of  beef  and  brofe,  annually,  which 
h  the  fymbol  of  the  agreement  for  the  enftting  year.  As  the 
leafes  are  fo  ihort,  and  no  lime  is  to  be  found  in  the  c6un«» 
try,  the  habitations  both  of  tenants  and  fubtenants,  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  latter,  are  but  mean,  the  walls  being  built  of 
ftone,  generally  without  mortar,  and  thatched  with  ftraw  or . 
broom,  which  nmft  be  renewed  every  two  or  three  years  to 
keep  them  dry.  They  are,  however,  plaiftered  with  clay  in 
the  infide,  and  tolerably  warm.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that, 
as  improvements  increafe,  the  heritors  will  give  their  tenan- 
try better  houfes,  or  that  the  latter,  upon  getting  longer 
leafb,  will  be  encouraged  to  provide  themfelves  in  better 
lodgings,  CO  obtaining  obligations  of  re-imburfement,  either 
£rt>m  their  fucceilbrs,  or  from  the  proprietors,  at  the  dxpiry 
Df  thcur  leafes.*— There  are  five  heritors  in  the  diftriA,  two  of 
Whom  keep  carriages,  but  only  one  refides,  for  ibme  part  of 
the  yearj  m  the  ftimmer  months. 

Pcfiulatbn. — By  the  return  made  to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755, 
ithe  number  of  examinable  perfbos,  above  fix  or  ftven  years 
of  age,  was  850,  the  total  number  of  fouls  returned  to  Dr 
'WchRcr  was  9J>4.  Since  that  time,  efpeciaUy  of  late,  it  has 
decreafed,  owing  to  various  cactfes.  The  two  greateflf  heri* 
tors  Itove  each  taken  a  great  quantity  of  land  into  their  own 
foSt&on,  in  order  to  indole  and  improve  it  bydndning^ 
planting,  fee.  and  the  people  formerly  refident  on  thefe  lands 
bave  been  removed. — Another  caufe  of  the  decreaft  of  inha- 
Vitants,  common  to  this  and  other  dUhiAs  of  Scotltad,  is  the 
conjun£lion  of  ftrms,  which,  though  it  IcjSens  tKe' number  of 
people  in  the  country,  yet  tends  to  the  general  advtmtage,  as 
a  fubftaatial  farmer  b  more  able  to  inclofe  and  improvie  his 

grounds^ 


af  c%> 
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groondi^  than  fevml  Cnallor  ooeskft  ^glit^ed  apd  Q|f 
narrower  fortune^.  The  viciiMif  aljb  of  tl^e  large  an4  m^ 
BufiiAn^iog  city  of  Aberdeeo  draws  away  not  a  few  for  trades^ 
manpifadurc^t  and  ierv^nts*  So  tbat  the  pjufnber  of  fouls  at 
prefent  in  the  difiriA  are  not  many  more  than  -  the  number 
'of  czaounableperfons  forty  years  ago.  T|ie  population  in 
this  y<9ar  hjg^  ikknis  tfaos: 


, 

J^€fuUaiM  Table. 

/• 

Under  lo 

186 

Taylors            ^ 

•      ■a*  * 

5 

FrttflA  lo  to  20 

.       184 

Shoemakers 

■     .'-:    -..S 

From  ao  to  30 

193 

Ditto  apprentice  ^ 

.  -....     ,t 

From  30  to  40 

--      99 

Wea?ers 

•-.>,■.» 

Vfiom  40  to  50 

lOI 

Ditto  apprentices 

.-  '    :-3 

From  50  to  60 

70 

MiU^rs 

,4 

From  60  to  70 

66 

Gardeners 

2 

From  70  to  9o 

30 

Pitto  apprentices 

.     -        3 

From  80  to  90 

6 

Sthopkeepers 

-  ......      3 

Total 

885 

Dyer 

I 

Males 

433 

Butcher 

.-    .     " 

Females 

4*a 

Families 

-,      204 

BlackfiBiths 

4 

Married  couples 

..-      y? 

Hotifecarpenters 

4 

Widows 

-         52 

Millwrights 

.2 

Men  ferv^nts 

■       .4* 

CarMnrfghts      . 

3 

Womovferyantj? 

-"-    nJJ 

Coopers 

3 

>-o   ^ 

•'    ''■  1 

Reff^^>^Thc  retit  of  the  beft  infield  to  tenants  is  j6*omj[  2  s.  to 
15  s.  lofttbtenantSywhentilled^aos.  or2is.j  of  the  outfield, 
from,3  ?.  ^^  ^  ^*  P^^  ^^^f  according  to  its  qualiry.  ^fhe  rents 
^regiffd.  twice  in  the  yesur,  at  C|ndlemaS|  or  fome  time  in 
February,  wiien  the  price  of  the  Buuiufa£lare  of  dockings  in 

winter 
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winter  is  moftlf  collcdfced,  and  in  S^embe^,  after  the  falc 
of  cattle  in  the  famtner  markets  is  over,  and  the  |>rices  of  the 
knitting  of  ftockings  for  the  preeeedldg  hilf  'y^ar  are  collbcv> 
^red.  The  nieal  and  bear  is  paid  in^  between  Ghriftmasafid 
Candlemas.  <  •>  * 

ManufaElure. — The  only  manufafture,  carried  ^it  in  tiiis 
diftriAf  is  the  knitting  of  (lockings,  in  vtrhich  all  the  woitien, 
and  fome  old  men  and  boys,  are  employed  the  whole  year 
round,  excepting  in  harveft.  Ac  this  occupation,  a  woman 
will  earn  from  is.  8d«  to  2S.  andfbmetimes  2  s.  6d.  in  the 
week.  Manufa£larers  come  from  Aberdeen  at  ftated  times, 
and  give  out  wool  to  the  workers)  and  the  ftoclcings,  when 
wrought,  are  fent  either  to  Holland  or  London^  for  which 
many  thoufand  pounds  are  returned  to  the  county  of  Aber- 
deen. By  the  lofs  of  Americai  which  was  a  good  market 
for  ftockings,  by  the  rivalfliip  of  the  people  in  Jerfey  and 
Guemfey*  as  well  as  Germany,  and  efpecially  by  the  late 
invention  of  frames,  this  manufaAure  has  decreafcd  in  va- 
lue. Notwithftinding  this,  the  people  here  prefer  it  to  the 
fpianing  of  fiax^  which  requires  more  confinement  and  ex- 
ertion ♦.  • 

SrouUu 

*  Forty  years  ago,  the  wages  of  a  ploughman^  who  held  a 
twelve  oxen  plough,  did  not  exceed  16  s.  8  d.  befides  viduals 
for  half  of  the  year;  a  ftout  man  got  for  harveft,  13  s.  or  14  s. 
and  the  wages  of  the  bed  women  fervant  for  half  a  year,  never 
exceeded  10  s.  but  now,  tcmpora  mutantur^  the  wages  of  a 
ploughman  have  rifen  from  6  J.  to  7  I.  and  even  to  81.  befides 
viiSuals,  for  the  whole  year.  A  ftout  reaper,  in  harVeft,  now 
gets  408.  and  the  wageji  of  a  maid  fervant  have  alfo  rifen  from 
al«  ios«  to  3I.  befides  vidluals  for  the  year.  Mafons  and  car« 
pciUers,  and  tradefman  of  every  fort,  have  raifed  their  wages  in 
proportion.  The  hire  of  a  day  labourer  fortnerly,  never  exceeded 
4d«  and  vtduals,  but  is  now  come  to  1  s.  and  even  is.  3  d.  9 
day,  without  viAuals.  BicchiDg,  trenching,  and  dyking,  to- 
gether 
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RhmUts  ami  /mj^^vwmmi^— No  krge  river  mns  thmffli 
the  pariflif  but^the  brooks  lund  fivviets  abound  introuts,  pike* 
^nd  eels^  And  the  lal-ge  rivi^t  orburn  of  GUioy,  breeds  pearls; 
Some  years  ago,  a  Jew  employed  people  to  £fh  them,  and  a 
great  many  were  got,  fome  of  them  large  and  of  a  gDod:jRra« 
ter,  which  were  carried  to  Londoo  to  be  diifpoied  oL 

.  Improvements  are  extenfivdy  carrying  on  by  the  two  prin« 
cipal  heritors  of  the  diftrift,  Mr  Gordon  of  Cl^ny,  one  of 
the  Barons  of  his  Majefiy's  Exchequer,  and  Miis  Frazer  of 
Caftle  Frazer  $  the  former  has  inclofed  200  acres  of  land 
about' his  hottfe,  partly  with  hedge  and  ditch,  and  beautiful 
belts  or Aripes  of  planting,  partly  with  ftone  dykes,  and  part- 
ly with  ditches.    He  bos  alfo  planted  aoo  acres  of  barren 

groondi* 

gether  with  the  manufadurcrs  at  Aberdeen,  and  the  decreafe  of 
fubtenants,'  diftrcfs  the  farmers  much  for  want  of  fetvants.  And 
even  gentlemen  find  it  difficult  to  get  hands  to  carry  on  their 
improvements;  but  this  evil,  like  many  others,  will  probably 
cure  itfelf.  It  will  probably  oblige  the  farmers  to  give  up 
with  the  old  hufbandry,  which  required  many  hands,  and  to 
betake  themfelves  to  the  new,  which  reqoires  fewer  hands»  and 
yet  produces  more  corn.  The  drefs  of  all  the  country  people 
in  the  diftri<5l  was,  fome  years  ago,  both  for  men  and  women, 
of  cloth  made  of  their  own  (heep  wool,  Kilmarnock  or  Dundee 
bonnets,  and  fhoes  of  leather  tanned  by  themfelves.  Then  every 
fervant  lad  and  maid  had  a  quey  or  fteer,  fometimes  two,  and 
a  fcore  or  more  of  (heep,  to  enable  them  to  marry,  and  to  be- 
gin the  world  with.  Now  every  fervant  lad  almoft,  muft  have 
his  Sunday's  coat  of  Englifh  broad  cloth,  a  veil  and  breeches  of 
Manchefter  cotton,  a  high  crowned  hat,  and  watch  in  his  pocket. 
The  fervant  maids  are  dreffed  in  poplins,  muilins,  lawns,  and 
ribbons.  And  both  fexes  have  little  elfe  than  finery  to  enter 
the  world  with,  which  occaCons  marriage  to  be  delayed  longer 
than  formerly,  and  often  brings  diftrefs  along  with  it.  How 
devoutly,  therefore,  is  it  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  patriotic  la- 
bours of  the  Wool  Society  at  Edinburgh,  for  meliorating  the 
br^ed  of  (heep,  and  the  quality  as  well  as  quantity  of  wool,  may 
fpeedily  fucceed,  and  the  benefits  generally  prevail  over  the  na- 
tion. By  this  means,  large  fums  would  be  kept  in  the  country, 
which  are  now  fent  out  of  it  for  app^el,  and  the  human  fpepes 
alfo  be  multiplied* 
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groundf  vitb  ail  maoooe  of  fiMccoft  anl^wiya^iitrf  trecs,^  be- 
iid«s  oBfiiy  deti«h«d  clmopaopondiffif^t  cnuofnces,  which 
grcftlf  decorate  his  eftate.  Bat  the  moft  valmbk  aod  fubftas- 
tial  tmproiremeiit  aboot  CSuoy,  is  %  largs  and  beantiliil  nejb- 
dow0f  xoQ  acres }  great  part  of  vbkh  was  forxoerlj  pvcrflowcdy 
aod,  being  a  mar(b«  was  a  defroce  to  die*  caAl^  bn^  is  w^W 
pcrfcaif  dry,  and  fit  for  tillage.  Mr  Gonkm  has  aUb  indhir* 
cd  feveral  paru  of  his  eftate,  which  he  has  iet  to  tenantsw 
Mifs  Frazer,  who  by  tho  death  of  her  brother^  has  lately  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  eftate  of  Caftle  Frazer,  is  carrying  on  improve* 
ments  with  great  fpirit  \  and  is  tdinclofeaad  pbnt  an  exten- 
.  five  hill  near  her  faouict  whichi  beddos  its  uiefuliiefs»  wiU  b^ 
an  ornament  not  only  to  CaiUe  Frazeri  but  to  the  wholf 
<ounty. 

Ecclefiq/Hcal  State.^^Tkt  pariCb  of  Cluny  coofifta  of  the  old 
pariihef  that  naoae^  and  the  half  of  thq  pariOi  of  Kinoaiay 
thereto  annexed,  by  decreet  of  the  court  of  tithest  which 
took  place  in  1743  i  the  other  half  of  Kinearny  is  anneited  to 
Midmar,  and  the  ftipend  and  glebe  thereof  pofle&d  byjthefe 
two  minifters  refpeftively.  There  are  no  Icis  than  three  Pa- 
fronsy  the  Crown  for  Einearneyi  the  Honourable  Baron  Gor- 
don of  Quay,  and  Mils  Fraaer  of  Caftle  Frazer,  for  the  old 
parilh  of  Cluny,  per  vica.  The  ftipend  is  46 1.  i  s*  1 1\  d. 
Sterling,  befides  2I.  15  s«  for  the  half  of  the  glebe  of  Kin- 
earny, II  bolls  and  a  half  of  bear,  52  bolls  and  one  lippie 
meal  at  8  ftone/^r  boll.  But  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
ftipend  is  lefs  than  formerly,  owing  to  the  decreafe  of  fub* 
tenants  and  of  the  viccarage,  tithes  payable  out  of  Kinearny, 
which  have  dwindled  from  5  1.  annually  to  lefs  than  a  I.  and 
will  ftill  decreafe  more^  as  indofing^  which  bopns  to  be  car^ 
ried  on,  baniflies  iheep ;  at  the  fame  titne,  that  viccarage 
tithes  are  not  only  dlfagreeable  to  the  people,  but  obvioufly 
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minifter.  The  church  bchig  miiibus  vrat^dled  4olm»  wi 
a^new  and  elegant  one  ereAed  in  1789,  not  on  the  chnrch- 
yord^  tot  Oft  a  finaR  «adnence  faehmgki^  t6  the  ^lebt  at  a 
Kttic  *  dSft jboTi  for  nfkich  Samn  .Ootrdon.  ^ve  an  bifiilfaleiit 
to  the  Qiiilffter,  iRrith  f Me  concnrvMce  of  the  F^fiyTteifj.  Hie 
manie  dfo  being  ralbouS)  a  new  and  good  one^  togetherivicli 
officer,  was  buih  Ibme  years  afttruhe  ftieambent^ientiy,  aokl 
both  manft  and  officer  have  been  fiisor  repaired.  Th^ris  a 
kgttl  fchort  mafter,  who  teaihei  Ijatibi  EnglMi^  wHting^ 
Mithmetic  and  bMk^kbepiiig,  and*  ia  attended*  by  about  6^ 
ftbdars  in  winter,  and  5c  m  fomtner.  Ha  fidsAy  is  onfy  7 
bolfe,  a  Uppia  mcaU  at  8  flooe^r boH,  and  2L  7s.  ^ d. 
Sterling,  in  moniey,  befides  emolaasents  of  teaching,  which* 
sure  It.  4d.  Sterling,  forEDgUOi,  2s.  for  writing  and  arith- 
inetle,  and  as.  6  d.  ftr  Latin  per  Ijaarter.  It  is  snuoh  to  be 
f  tgretted,  diat  fchoolmaftersi  who  generally  get  an  Ubiverfi- 
ty  education,  and  are  a  mod  oiefnl  dafs  of  men  to  the  com^ 
iftunity,  ihoold  be  fo  ntiferabiy  pronded  -for,  ai  to  have 
ftarody  the  DBceflarics  xif  Ife 

Po0r.«-^The  nombcr  of  poor  varies  froA  9  to  14 ;  none  of 
them  are  mendicants.  At  the  prefen t  intombent's  entry,  Ihe^m- 
iy  fond  belonging  to  tliem,  be6des  coHeAion8,fiBes  of  mmtclotfa^ 
and  fines  for  delinquencies,  was  10  L  It  is  now  incMafed 
I7  favings  fo  70  L  the  intereft  of  which,  with  the  coUe^ons 
on  Sunday,  amounting  to  between  5 1,  and  ^L  Sterling,  and 
tho'coUefUons  at  tbe  Sacrament,  extending  to  between  4  L 
«nd  5 1.  Und  the  payment  of  a  Tchret  mortckth  at  burials,  to. 
gether^with  the  voluntary  ofieringf  of  tranfgreflbrs,.  confti* 
tttte  a  toterabifi  piuvifion  for  the  poor,  who  are  gentnilly 
able  to  earn  fomtfthing  for  themfelves  by  knitting  (lockings. 
The»  number  of  marriages  in  the  diftriftj  at  a  mediuoii,  are 

from 
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h^m6t^Zt  aad ^number of  b^lifiM fiwd. 22  to  28.^   No 
regaiMtVA  of  bomit  has  beco  kept. 

M^^eUnntm  Obfifnnititnu^Thxft  are  no  Roa^an  Caftii»« 
lies,  Se<9aden,  EptfcopaliaM,  nor  feaarics  of  aiir>iaMnin». 
tioo  in  the  diftrift,  ^cept  one  fumigr  lately  come  into  k^  iriio 
sfiiend  aft  Epifcopalian  iiieeting»Iioiire  in  another  pariih.  AU 
the  other  inhabitants  attend,  the  parifll^ebmvht  fo  aanch  fa 
that  abont  500  of  them  antioaUf  comftmnicate  there.  There 
are  two  lijrenfed  houies  .for  the  &le  of  ale  and  fpiritt  priocl-  • 
paUjr  ibr  the  fake  of  tr«veyers>  fiar  drinking  is  mnobieft^thn 
coftom  here  than  fbrmcrly)  the  people  being  fober,  flffninr> 
and  induftrious.  SereralUve  to  theage  of  boMoen  80  and 
90.  One  died  a  few  years  ago  at  xhJt  age  of  93,  and  anmhar 
about  two  years  ago  at  the  age  of  97  or  98,  and  was  able  to 
work  till  a  little  before  his  death;  There  are  no  mineral 
ipringi  of  ^eat  TOgne  in  tise  diftriO,  thoogh  fofcraty  by  the 
ting^  of  the  water  and  of  the  ftones  on  their  fides»  luwe.tho 
appearanee  of  chalybeates.  There  is  a  well^  caUedtheXipp 
per  Caftle  well,  generally  reTorted  to  foaae  tinv  ago,  not  for 
its  medicinal  virtues,  but  becaufe  of  its  having  been  confe* 
crated;  rags,  threads,  and  fmaU  oblatiosis  in  money  were 
wont  to  be  made  at  it  to  obtain  particular  UeflBbgs,  fo  lade  as 
the  iettkment  of  the  prefent  incumbent,  but  all  thefe  for  a 
confideraUe  time  have  been  effefinally  aboliflied.  *. 

*  There  are  three  druidical  temples  In  the  diftrift,  of  the 
ufaal  circular  form  and  dec,  and  three  pillars,  but  without  any 
infcripdon,  one  of  them  10  feet  high^  and  5  feet  broad  abore 
ground ;  it  is  foppofed  to  be  the  place  at  which  the  vaflals  of 
the  fuperior  were  obliged  to  aflemble  in  feudal  times,  which  is 
not  improbable,  as  almoft  the  whole  difttid  was  then  held,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  the  country  around  ftili  holds,  of  the  Dnke 
of  Gordon.  There  are  alfo  two  other  pillarst  one  of  them  10 
feec  high,  and  the  other  8,  (landing  near  one  another,  but  with- 
out any  infcri^ion.    About  three  years  ago,  in  repairing  r  road 
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oathet^of  a&odjr  eraincnccy^were  fb«ui  two  Aone  coffiai, 
or  rather  cbeils,  each  confining  of  four  flat  [k>iies  laid  oq  their 
edges,  witli  a  liirge  flat  ftone  for  a  cover ;   in  each  was  foaad  a* 
huDMcikall'aad  ievitfalboBiaii  bonest  togeCherwidi  airuhTof 
coarie  eaith, or  cl^^  aad  rude-.i^gnrc^  wiib  afhci  in  aaeh*  but 
different  in  fhape  from  Roman  iirns.    Whofe  remains  they  were, 
or  at  wli^t'tinie  depofned,  thefe  ii  no  tradition.     There  is  aHcr 
fl^iiiwniihbimnl^toBe.eairns^]^!!  it,  Wfafcre^  aeoofdKng  to 
tradiciony  there  was  an  engagement  in  tbe  rciga  of  Cbaria  I^ 
lietween  the  Irvines  and  Forlie&s,  at  that  time  two  potent  dans 
ki  Aberdeeiifliire,  the  former  Royaiifts  and  the  latter  Covenan- 
ters, wherein  (bme  upon  both  fides  ielL     There  is  alfo,  in  the 
archives  of  a  family  in  the  diftrid,  a  contrad  of  mixriage  in  the 
iSfteeath  century,  between  Andrew  Lord  Frazer,  and  Dame  Ifcv- 
bel  daughter  to  Lord  Forbes,  wherein  the  latter  obliges  him* 
felf  SO  pay  to  the  former*  on  tbe  btgh  altar  of  Cluny,  "On  the 
feait  and  term  of  Candlemas,  500  mer4:s  and  a  green  apron^  by 
way  of  tocher  good.     On  the  top  of  two  hills  there  are  two 
-^ery  large  eaims,  which  probably  have  been  collcded  to  kimHe 
£res  upon  to  alarm  the  country  in  time  of  danger,  as  many  of 
tbe  flones  have  marks  of  fire  upon  them.     There  are  two  large 
caftles  in  the  diftri^,  thofe  of  Cluny  and  Caflle  Frazer,  built  in 
the  begiontng  of  tbe  1 5th  century  4  the  former  by  Sir  Alexan* 
der  Cordon*  a  fon  of  the  Huotly  family,  and  the  latter  by  a 
Lord  Fxazer  4  both  of  a  fingular  form,  with  a  fquare  tower  at 
'oHe'corh^,  and  a  round  tower  at  the  diagonal  corner,  with  lea- 
den platforms  and  parapet  walls  ;  ail  vaulted  below,  and  fix  fto* 
~  ries  high,  evidently  intended  for  fortalices,  the  walls  being  two 
ells  in  thicknefs*  and  one  of  them*  the  Cafile  of  Cluny,  having 
Aill  a  double  barred  iron  gate,  weighing  thirty  two  ftone*  with 
ju^ffj  iron  bolts,  and  the  remains  of  a  foffi^,  once  full  of  water. 
It  is  atfo  remarkable*  that  there  is  a  family  in  the  difiridl,  of  the 
name  of  Robertfon*  originally  fiom  Athol^  who  uninterruptedly 
have  pofTefied  one  of  the  largell  farms  from  father  to  fon,  for  a 
feries  of  upwards  of  330  years.     One  of  this  family*  the  fird 
Proteftant  incumbent  at  Cluny  after  the  refonnation,  was  a 
member  of  the  nrli  General  AlTcmbly  at  Edinburgh  in   1560* 
Suclvinflances  are  uncommon  in  that  ambulatory  clafs  of  people. 
Vol.  X.  ii  Aa 
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France  and  Scotland.  No  Gaelic  ii  fpoken  within  twenty 
iHilea,  but  moft  of  the  names  of  pbces  are  Celtic,  as  TuKiear^ 
difie,  a  hillock  where  cairns  are»  Camdaie,  a  place  of  cattle  or 
ozeni  Aehatby  the  long  field.  Sec. 

An  heritor  of  the  diftrid  joined,  himfelf  to  the  Camtfars  ^^  and* 
having  wrote  down  the  reveries  of  thefe  people  as  they  were 
uttered,  deaominaced  himielf  clerk  to  the  Holy  Gkoft. 

*  Thefe  were  a  fet  of  £atha{iaftft  preunding  to  immediate 
infpirati<m,  who  having  {prong  up  in  France,  towards  the  end 
of  the  laft  century,  came  over  to  Britain,  and  traverfed  the  coun- 
try to  convert  the  people^  and  reform  the  church.  They  were 
called  Camiiars,  from  the  French  word  cheroHe,  they  being 
clothed  in  linea  garments  as  emblems  of  their  fan^ity.  At  that 
time,  feveral  people  x>f  education  and  fortune  were  feizcd  with 
this  extraordinary  fury. 
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N  U  M  B  5  R    XX. 
PARISH    OP    SALTON. 

{County  and  PreJhyUry  of  Haddington.— ^Synod  of  Lo^ 
'     tbian  andTweeddale.J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Andrew  Johnston. 


THE  pari£h  of  Salton  was  formerly  the  property  of  Ni- 
colas Soulis,  one  of  the  competitors  for  the  ScottiCh 
crown,  mentioned  in  Lord  Hailcs*s  Annals,  and  was  named, 
Evidently  from  the  Lord  of  the  manor,  Souliftown,  by  abbrc- 
Viation  Sonltown,  and  now,  by  obvious  corruption,  Salton. 

This  diftrift  is  bounded  on  the  W.  by  the  parilh  of  Pen- 
caitland,  from  whfencc  it  is  feparated  by  the  rivers  Salton  and 
Tync,  which  here  unite,  and  form  a  pretty  confidcrable  ri- 
ver, under  the  appellation  of  Tyne.     From  this  river,  the 
land  rifes  by  a  gradual  afcent  to  the  S.  and  S.  E.  exhibiting, 
until  it  reaches  the  village  of  Eaft  Salton,  a  rich,  regular,  and 
improved  furface.     To  the  S.  of  this  village,  the  face  of  the 
country,  for  near  a  mile,  is  lefs  favourable,  till  it  reaches  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  the  pariQi,  where  the  furface  in  fojne 
meafure  rcfumcs  its  former  richnefs  :  As  is  the  cafe  with  the 
neighbouring  parifhcs,  a  variety  of  foil  is  found,  loam,  light 
find,  thin  clay,  and  a  deep  rich  clay  j  of  thefe,  however,  the 
moft  prevalent  is  the  iaft. 

Climate^ 


2^2  Siaiijfical  Account 

Climate^  £5*r,— The  air  is  dry  and  extremely  falubrious,  cf^ 
pecially  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  pariih ;  in  confequence, 
few  difeafcs  prevail.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  attain  a  confi- 
derableage^  and  ttiere  are  ibmc  above  8b  itov^  Kving.  A 
.tradition  is  prefervedi  that  fome  centuries  ago,  when  the 
plague  viGted,  with  dreadful  ravages,  this  country,  Salroa 
was  the  only  parifh  in  the  eaft  of  Scotland  which  efcoped ; 
an  exemption  imputed  to  the  purity  of  the  air,  and  the 
fmoke  of  the  limekilns,  which  it  kcwa  even  then  abounded 
in  the  parifh. — Salton  Hall,  the  feat  of  Lieutenant  General 
Fletcher,  is  an  ancient  building,  formerly  a  p^ace  of  confi- 
derable  ftrength,  pofieffing  all  the  appurtenances  of  a  regular 
fortification :  It  has  been  much  ornamented  by  the  prjrfent 
proprietor.  The  lawn  tn  front  is  perhaps  the  fineft  in  Scot* 
land,  commanding  a  rich  and  cxtenfive  profpeA.  The 
gardeii  contsuns  many  of  the  rarefl  exotics ;  and,  amongft 
otheri,  the  fobcr,  or  cork  tree,  which  was  long  fuppofed  to  be 
too  delicate  for  our  northern  climate.  Here,  however,  it  hat 
attained  a  confiderable  fize  in  a  common  expofure.  The 
pleafure  ground  is  large,  and  affords  a  variety  of  romantic  ice* 
nery,  interfperfed  with  venerable  groups  of  aged  ehn  and 
oak,  and  enlivened  with  the  delightful  meandrfngs  of  Salton 
Water  ^.  HermiQon,  the  property  of  Lord  Sinclair,  is  alfo 
an  ancient  and  fortified  building.  Many  veftiges  remain  of 
Its  former  ftrength.  Its  battlements,  turrets,  and  fofle,  arc 
ftUl  vifible. 

There  are  only  two  villages  Df  any  confequencc  in  the  pa- 
rifh, viz..  Eafl:  and  Weft  Sakon,  fo  denominated  on  account 
of  their  relative  fituation  to  each  other.  Eaft  Salton,  the 
largeft,  is  fituated  oeaHy  in  the  center  of  the  parifh,  on  the 

brow 

*  The  library  in  the  lioufe,  for  variety,  elegance,  and  felec« 
tion  of  volumes,  i$  perhaps  the  beft  private  collodion  In  Britain. 
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brow  of  its  afcent  from  the  lYnCi  and  commands  ui  exteo- 
five  profped  of  the  richeft  and  moil  beautiful  parts  of  Eaft 
Lothian,  with  the  fea,  and  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Fife,  in  the 
back  ground  of  the  landfcape.  It  contains  63  houfes,  and 
a8 1  fouls*  Here  the  church  and  manfe  ftand.  Weft  Sal- 
too  lies  towards  the  weftern  extremity,  and  contains  about 
33  hottfes  and  127  fouls. 

.  Cultwation  and  Produce. — This  pari(h  has  been  long  re*' 
markable  for  its  fertility  and  excellent  crops,  and  ftill  re- 
tains its  former  character*  All  the  different  fpecies  of  grain 
are  fown  with  fuccefs,  but  wheat  and  oats  are  reckoned  the 
beft  crops.  The  excellence  of  thefe  grains  has  been  much  in- 
creafed,  fince  the  new  mode  of  culture  was  introduced.  The 
cnftom,  which  a  few  years  ago  prevailed  here,  of  railing  two 
or  three  white  crops  in  fucceffion,  impoveriihed  the  foil,  and 
confequently  diminiihed  t)Oth  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
!  grain.    This  pernicious  fyftem  of  farming  is  now,  however, 

I  pretty  generally  exploded  ;  and  the  following  rotation  is  fub& 

i  tituted  in  its  place,  viz.  fallow,  wheat,  beans  or  peafe,  bar- 

ley^  grafs,  oats.    In  this  variety  the  foil  (eems  to  delight ;  and 
^  i;he  return  upon  the  whole  is  much  more  for  the  benefit  of 

the  farmer.  Another  circumftance  promifes  to  improve  ftill 
fanher  the  grain  produced  in  this  pariflfai,  a  renewal  of  the 
ufe  of  lime.  So  early  as  the  beginning  of  this  century,  lime 
was  adopted  as  a  manure  in  this  place }  its  application,  how* 
ever,  to  this  purpofe  was  gradually  difcontinued,  and  at 
length  totally  laid  afide,  from  an  opinion  that  it  was  of  nb 
sdyantage  in  the  improvement  of  land.  This  opinion  was 
founded  on  an  idea,  that,  as  the  fiarms  lay  on  a  ftratum  of 
limeftone,  the  foil  muft  of  courfe  be  impregnated  with  it,  and 
a  further  application  would  for  this  reafon  be  unnecefTary. 
This  prejudlcei  however,  is  daily  lofing  ground,  and  liming 

is 
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is  now  very  generally  introdoced  into  the  plaa  of  agricokural 
improvcoient,  appareoUy  with  as  much  fuccels  as  uny  when; 
in  the  neighbourhood. — The  number  of  farms  amounts  to  . 
15,  confifting  entirely  of  arable  land,  let  at  a  tent  of  from 
15  s.  to  1 1.  14  s.  an  acre*  In  the  prefent  rage  for  monopo- 
lifing  and  uniting  farms,  the  extent  of  the(e  may  be  reckon^ 
ed  fmall ;  they  contain,  in  general,  from  80  to  200  aitres, 
forming  an  aggregate  of  near  2000  acres.  Befides  thefe, 
there  are  feveral  hundred  acres  laid  out  in  conftant  pafture, 
and  in  very  thriving  plantations.  Before  quitting  this  article^ 
k  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  the  culture  of  turnips  has 
been  htdy  introduced*  and  promifes  much  fuccefs* 

Jient.'^The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is  5608  L  9  s.  1 1  d* 
Scotch,  paid  by  fix  heritors ;  of  whom  Only  one,  Lieutenant 
General  Fletcher,  who  poflefles  about  two  thirds  of  the  pro- 
perty, Is  refident.  Few  inftances  occur  in  theie  days  of  dif- 
fipation  and  luxury,  of  the  pofleffion  of  land  being  lefs  flue* 
mating  than  in  this  parilh.  The  eftate  of  Salton  has  been 
in  pofleiSon  of  the  Fletchers  fince  the  year  1643  ;  and  the 
family  from  whom  it.  was  then  porchafed,  the  Abernethies  of 
Salton,  had  been  proprietors  thereof  from  the  year  1249. 
The  eftate  of  Herdmonfton  alfo  affords  another  pleafing  in* 
fiance  of  the  fame  kind,  having  been  for  centuries  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  prefent  family. 

Statiftical  Table. 

Number  of  fouls  in  1755    761     Males  below  10        *       107 

I  in  1792        -      830    Females,  ditto        -  116 

Males  above  10        -       280    Taylors         -         -  5 

Females,  ditto        -         327     Weavers  -  17 

Shoemakers 
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Shoemakers 

- 

3 

HarfeM  employed  in  a* 

Bakers 

« 

3 

gHctlltni<e 

82 

Maibns 

• 

4 

Saddle  hoHes 

M 

CarpCDtcrs      .  • 

- 

4 

Carriage  horfes 

^fi 

Biackimichs 

- 

8 

Young  hories 

«5 

- 

3 

Milch  cows 

98 

MiUtrs 

-  . 

-7 

Cows  annually  reared    - 

41 

Innkeepers 

- 

4 

Black  cattle  fed  annual- 

Scarchmakers 

-  •_ 

7 

ly 

10 

Coopers 

- 

2 

Black  catde  fed  for 

lameftone  quarr  lers  and 

flaughter 

90 

burners 

12 

Sheepi  ditto 

240 

Annual  average  of  births 

»9 

-of  bu- 

rials* 
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Ecdf/lqfiicsi  State,  bV.— General  Fletcher  is  patron.  The 
glebe  confifis  of  near  5  acres  of  excellent  land.  The  ftipend 
is  40 1.  5  s.  6j,  d.  in  moneyi  and  in  vidual  i  chalder  of  wheats 
1  chalder  of  barley,  6  bolls  of  oats,  and  about  27  bolls  of  oat- 
meal. The  manfe  is  a  large  but  old  houle»  built  in  1659. 
The  inhabitants  are  all  of  the  eftablilhed  church,  except  two 
who  are  quakers,  and  about  15  who  are  feceders.— The  fef- 
fion  record  of  this  place  goes  back  for  near  a  century  and  a 
half.  So  early  as  the  year  1635,  a  regifter  was  kept  of  bap- 
tifms  and  marriages,  and  the  amount  of  the  fbrnieri  from 
an  average  of  5  years,  is  24  annually,  being  5  above  the 
prefent  baptifm  roll.  This  ancient  record  contains  alfo 
an  account  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  feffion,  and  of  the  col- 
lection and  expenditure  of  the  poors  money,  written  with 
much  feeming  precilion  and  accuracy :  Even  at  that  period,  the 

provifion 

•  The  rcgifters  of  births  and  burials  (from  whence  the  above 
^Terage  is  taken)  arc  yery  inaccurate  and  incompletet 
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provifion  fof  the  poor  appears  eo  have  been  confiderable.  It 
\k»  fince,  howevcrj  beeo  greatly  increafed }  ajud^  at  prefeot^ 
perhaps,  there  is  no  parifii  of  equal  extent  in  Scotland,  where 
the  poor -are  fo  amply  profvided  fi>r  as  here.  This  provitton' 
arifes  from  a  funded  principal  of  700 1,  bequeathed  at  diffe- 
rent times-by  the  family  of  Fletcher  of  Stdtoui  from  coUec« 
tions  and  mortcloth  dues  amounting  to  about  i2l.  a  year» 
and  from  a  bequefl  of  150  merks  Scotch*  annually,  by  the 
celebrated  Gilbert  Burnet,  Biihop  of  Saliibury,  for  the  pritate 
diftribution  of  the  minifter  of  the  parifh.  Thefe  difliirent 
fums,  amounting  to  aboot  51 1.^  annum,  are  M\j  fufficient 
for  the  exigencies  of  the  poor.  A  part  is  laid  out  in  the  pur* 
chafe  of  meal  for  the  monthly  fupply  of  20  indigent  perfbns, 
iliiofe  names  are  infertcd  in  the  poors  roll ;  part  in  the  pay- 
ment of  houie  rents,  and  the  reihainder  for  the  relief  of  in- 
cidental neceifity. 

Several  years  ago,  two  academies  were  eftabliihed  in  this 
parifl),  through  the  public  fpirit  of  the  late  proprietor  of  Sal- 
ton,  Mr  Andrew  Fletcher,  and  the  former  incumbent,  Mr 
Bannerman.  They  were  fupplied  with  able  teachers  \  and  one 
was  appropriated  to  the  education  of  boys,  the  other  of  girls. 
The  charadlers  of  the  teachers,  and  the  peculiar  healthiojcfs 
of  the  fituation,  added  to  the  laudable  zeal  of  the  fiatrons  of 
the  inftitution,  foon  procured  a  number'  of  boarders  of  both 
lexes,  from  various  parts  of  Scotland.  The  inftruAion  was 
not  confined  to  the  more  common  parts  of  education ;  it  in- 
cluded alPoits  higher  and  politer  branches,  muiic,  mathema- 
tics, natural  philofophy^  and  aftronomy,  for  which  proper  ap. 
paratus  was  procured.  The  fuccefs  of  this  inftitotion,  for  fome 
time,  gratified  completely  the  wiihes  of  its  founders,  and  was 
attended  with  much  emolument  to  the  pari(h.  This  fuccefs, 
however,  did  not  long  continue,  and  the  plan  was  uaacconnt- 
ghXj  laid  afide  a  iew  years  after  its  commencement.  Nq  at- 
tempt 


tempt  at  a  re-eflablUIifDent  is  now  thonght  of,  and  ttie  houies» 
which  were  extremely  commodious^  and  built  at  a  coafider* 
abie  ezpence,  are  now  made  ufe  oif  for  a  very  different  pur« 
pofe.  The  children  of^  this  place,  howcTer,  are  ftill  well  fup« 
plied  with  the  means  of  edncatbn.  There  are  two  fchools  for 
their  accommodation,  with  well  qualified  teachers,  whqfe  re« 
fpeAive  falaries,  including  every  emolument,  may  amount  to 
I5  L  per  annum.  There  is  alfo  a  fchool  miftrefs,  with  a  falary 
of  loL  per  annum,  who  teacher  Tewing^  &c.  Each  of  thefe 
teachers  is  furniihed  with  a  honfe,  fchooUhoufe,  and  garden^ 
and  the  number  of  fcholars,  at  the  three  fchools,  may  be  about 
loo*  The  parifh  has  been  enabled  to  make  this  very  liberal 
provifion,  for  the  education  of  its  youth,  by  means  of  the 
munificent  donation  of  Bifhop  Burnet,  In  the  year  1711,  1i^ 
l)equeathed  20,000  merks  Scotch,  to  the  parifli  of  Salton  i  the 
annual  rents  to  be  applied  to  the  following  purpofes,  viz.  the 
education  and  cloathing  of  30  children }  the  payment  of  their 
apprentice  fees  i  the  relief  of  the  indigent  i  and  the  annual  in«- 
creafe  of  a  library  in  the  manfe,  intended  for  the  fole  ufe  of 
the  minifter  of  the  pariih.  Of  this  fund,  the  Lords  of  Coun- 
cil and  Seffion  were  nominated  infpeAors,  and,  by  their  ap* 
pointmeat,  the  proprietors  of  the  eftates  of  Salton  and  Her- 
mifton,  together  with  the  minifter  of  the  pariih,  a£l  as  trus- 
tees* Under  the  judicious  management  of  thefe  truftees,  the 
funds  have  increafed  to  a  capital  of  upwards  of  2000 1.  Stcr« 
Uog*  by  which  means,  the  various  purpofbs  of  the  donor's  will 
are  completely  complied  with*  The  children  are  well  cIoth« 
ed,  properly  educated,  and  inftrufted  in  (bme  refpedtable  trade« 
The  poor  are  comfortably  provided  i  and  the  minifler's  library 
is  fupplied  with  moft  of  the  ancient  and  modern  claiHcs, 

Manufaaures.^^Tht  Only  manufiiflures  of  any  confequence 

in  the  parifh,  are  a  ftarch-work,  which  employs  8  perfqns^a 

Vol.  X  K  k  paper-mill^ 
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paper-mill,  which  employs  S,  and  a  bleach-field|  which  employs 
7.  It  was  not  To  Formerly.  In  the  beginning  of  this  century^ 
the  art  of  manufa£turing  pot  barfcyy  and  of  weaving  hoUands, 
was  introduced  into  this  parifh/  and  exclufively  pra£tifed  to 
the  great  emolument  of  the  inhabitantSi  who,  for  feveral  years^ 
fupplied  the  whole  of  Scotland  with  thefe  important  articles, 
^hefdarts  owe  their  introduction  to  the  patriotifm  of  the  Lady 
of  Henry  Fletcher  of  Salton.  Animated  with  a  defire  of  in- 
creaHng  the  manufaflorie  of  her  cotmtry,  this  lady  travelled 
to  Holland  with  two  expert  mechanics,  in  the  habit  of  fer- 
vants«  Her  rank  procured  her  eafy  accefs,  together  with  her  fup- 
pofcd  domeftics,  to  the  manufactories ;  and  by  frequent  viCts^ 
the  fecrets  of  operation  were  difcovered  ;  models  of  the  van« 
pus  works  were  formed  by  the  difguired  artifis  \  and  the  parifh 
became  pofl*efred  of  two  difcoveries^  which  were  a  wonderful 
faving  to  the  nation.  In  the  year  1750,  too,  the  firft  bleach* 
field,  belonging  to  the  Britiih  Linen  Company,  was  formed  in 
this  place,  under  the  patronage  of  the  famous  Lord  Milton. 
Curing  his  Lordibip's  life,  it  was  conducted  with  much  fpirit  ; 
no  expence  was  fpared  in  procuring  from  Ireland,  the  moft 
expert  work-men,  and  it  became  at  laft  fo  very  flourilhing, 
as  to  afford  employment  to  upwards  of  100  peribns.  But*  (la- 
bility is  the  charaAer  of  none  of  the  works  of  men  j  the 
bleach-field  has  for  many  years  been  converted  into  delight- 
ful pleafure  ground,  inhabited  by  beings  very  different  firom 
thofe  that  are  to  bc^  found  in  a  fuller's  field. 

Mirtirals.-^A  (Iratum  of  limeftone  rock  pervades  almoft 
the  whole  pariQi.  It  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  has  been 
tvTought  from  a  very  remote  period,  both  for  the  purpofes  of 
agriculture  and  of  building.  As  it  abounds  in  moff  of  the 
farms,  the  fale  of  it  was  foraicrly  of  confiderable  emolument 
to  the  rcfpeftive  tenantsr    This  privilege,  howcVer,  has  of  late 

years. 


jtars,  for  obybus  rcafpnsy  l>ecn  taken  irom  the  firmcrs. 
Two  exoelknt  draw^kilns  have  been  ereAed.  The  lime  quarries 
have  been  let  in  leafe  toafingle  tackfmant  who  gives  employe 
ment  to  near  40  workmen^  and  fupplies  great  part  of  the 
county  with  licnefliell,  at  i  s.  fer  bolL  Under  this  ftratum  of 
limeftone*  there  is  every  reafon  to  beUeve,  from  fome  flight 
experiments  made,  that  a  fine  ieam  of  coal  may  be  found. 
But  there  are  fo  many  excellent  coallieries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood|  it  has  not  hithei^to  been  reckoned  an  otgeft  to  work  it. . 
Befides  thefe  foffils  there  is  alio,  on  (general  Fletcher's  pro- 
perty, an  extenfive  freeflone  quarry,  which  b  eafily  wrought, 
and  of  a  very  foperior  quality  *•    . 

MifceUanious  Oifirvations*'^Thc  inhabitants  are  decent  iii 

their  deportment,  frugal  and  induftrious,  and  remarkable  for 

»    ,  their 

*  Salton  IS  entitled  to  vie  with  moft  of  the  partflies  of  Scot* 
landi  in  the  honour  of  giving  birth,  or  aflFordtng  re(idence»  to 
the  greateft  number  of  eminent  chara^ers.  In  the  firft  clafs, 
(he  18  proud  to  enrol  the  name  of  Danbar,  the  Horace  of  his 
country.  This  favourite  of  the  Mufes  was  bom  at  Salton  in 
the  year  1465.  in  the  earh'er  period  of  his  life,  he  was  a  fri^irj 
but  he  foon  reltnquiflied  the  profcffion  of  a  Monk,  for  that  of  a 
poet,  and  by  the  hngular  excellence  of  his  compofitions,  attrac* 
ted  the  royal  attention ;  became  a  favourite  at  the  Scottifh  Court ; 
and  was  admitted  a  companion  of  all  their  feted  parties.  The 
verfatile  genius  of  Dunbar,  qualified  him  completely  for  (bin* 
ing  in  thefe.  Of  all  the  produdions  of  this  bard,  his  Golden 
Terge  *,  and  his  Thiftle  a%d  Rofe  f ,  have  been  mofi  generally 
admired. 

Burnet,  bifliop  of  Salilbury,  comes  next  in  the  lift  of  genius 
and  merit.  He  was  not  indeed  a  native  of  Salton;  but  be  fpent 
five  years  of  his  Hfe  as  redor  of  the  parifli,  and  it  was  here  his 
clerical  career  began.  In  1669,  he  was  invited  hence  to  the  di« 
▼tnity  chair  in  Glafgow.    This  refpedable  office,  he  filled  with 

much 

*  The  dcfign  of  the  Ooldeo  Terge,  is  to  diow  the  gndiuT  end  impetcepti* 
bts  Inflocacc  of  love,  when  too  fer  indalgcd  over  icafim. 

t  CeUbriting  the  nanufe  of  the  divshter  of  Henry  YII.  with  James  JI. 
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their  attention  to  the  ordinances  ofreligion*  For  thefe  manj 
years,  no  crirtesof  a  public  nature  have  been  committed.  The 
interpoGtion  of  the  civil  power  has  of  conrTe  been  unnecef- 
fary.    They  pofiefs  feveral  advantages  beyond  moft  of  their 

rcighbourf. 

nnch  credit  and  ability,  till  1674,  when  the  political  jcaioufies 
of  the  times,  obliged  him  to  rcliDqui(h  his  chair  ax^d  l^is  country. 
This  temporary  inconvenience  was  abundantly  compenfated  on 
the  acceffion  of  King  William :  and^  under  the  patronage  oF  this 
Prince,  his  genius  and  meiie  pbuined  their  due  reward.  He 
attained  a  high  place  in  the  ^ftecm  of  his  Sovereign,  and  filled 
a  very  dignified  ftation  in  the  church. 

This  parifli  was  the  birth  place  of  Andrew  Fletcher  of  Sal. 
ton»  the  famous  patriot,  who  was  for  fome  years  the  pupil  of 
Burnet.  From  this  great  man,  he  feemsto  have  imbibed  much 
of  that  liberal  and  independent  charaAer,  which  he  difplaycd 
through  life.  His  political  principles,  which  were  truly  repub- 
licai^,  difgufted  him  completely  at  the  defpotic  reigns  of  Charles 
and  James,  and  made  him  engage  keenly  in  every  projedl,  for  the 
recovery  of  the  cqnftitution  and  liberties  of  his  country.  He 
was  in  the  fecret  councils  of  Lord  RuiTel,  apd  ^ras  a  principaf 
leader  m  Monmouth's  expedition.  His  abilities  as  a  Aatefman 
were  unrivalled  in  his  time. 

Lord  Mikon»  nephew  to  this  great  man,  and  not  inferior  to 
him  in  p^triolifm,  was  alfo  a  native  of  Salton.  He  was  horn 
in  the  year  1692,  educated  to  the  profeOiion  of  the  bar,  admit- 
ted an  advocate,  appointed  a  Lord  of  Sedion*  and  at  lexigth  raifed 
to  the  diftinguifhed  office  of  Lord  Juftice  Clerk.  It  was  in  this 
^^high  ftation,  that  he  did  his  country  cffential  fervice,  during  the 
unhappy  rebellion  in  1 745.  The  condu<9  of  alniofl  the  whole 
public  affairs  of  Scotland  fell  upon  him,  and  thefc  he  managed, 
with  fuch  an  uncommon  deeree  of  difcretion,  temper,  and  mo- 
deration, that  the  impetuohty  of* wanton  punishment  was  ref* 
trained,  s^nd  lenient  meafures  adopted  in  favour  of  thofe,  whom 
indifcertion  or  ignorance  had  betrayed  into  hodility.  He  over- 
looked many  of  the  inforipations,  which  were  brought  to  his  pf. 
fice ;  and  it  is  ftafed  here  from  the  beft  authority,  that  after  his 
death,  many  fealed  letters*  containing  fuch  iniormation,  were 
found  unopened  among  his  other  papers.  "With  the  fame  patrio- 
tic views,  he  engaged  zealoufly  in  the  abolition  of  heritable 
jurifdidions,  v^hich  had  Iqng  been  inimical  to. order  and  to  juf- 
tice :  With  unremitting  ardour,  he  purfued  every  fcheme  that 
could  promote  the  trade,  manufaftures,  agricttlturei  and  reform-* 
bg  of  his  country. 


^  Sakm.  %^i 

neighbours.  In  the  village  of  Eaft  Sakon,  there  is  a  weeklf 
market,  where  the  different  kinds  of  butcher  meat  are  fold^ 
of  excellent  qualitji  and  iif  moderate. prjbes»  Thejrarein 
the  vicinity  too  of  excellent  coat,  Told  at  the  pit  for  3|  d*  per 
load  of  2  cwt.  The  .water  \r  the  pariih  is  extremely  falubri- 
ous,  running  over  a  bed  of  Iinieftone.  It  is  at  all  feafons  ud« 
commonly  cool,  and  is  reckoned  peculiarly  proper  for  culi- 
nary pqrpofcs.— rNearthe houfe of  Sakoh  M  aroineral fprin'g^ 
the  properties  of  which  have  been  only  difcovered  within 
thefe  1 2  years.,  in  t^e  opinh>a  .of ,  an  eminenr  phyfician,  to 
whom  it  was  (hown,  It  is  in  no  rtfpeA  inferior  to  the  medi* 
cinal  waters  of  Briftoi|  poflefling*  the  fame  qualities,  as  the 
water  of  thefe  ce^brated  wells;  it  is  without  fmell|  peculiar* 
]y  foft,  plcafant,  and  agreeable  to  the .  tafte,  and  has  been 
kept  for  years  in  a  corked  bottle,  without  any  fedfible  lofs  of 
its  properties.  Salton  affords  an  advantageous  iitiiation'  for 
^the  eftablifhment  of  manufadurcs.  Fuel  and  proviiions  arc 
cheap;  and  the  rivers  Salton  and  Tyne  afford  a  range  of  ^wo 
miles,  very  convenient  for  the  credKon  of  fuch  manufaftures 
as  require  being  condufted  by  water.  It.  is  within  6  miles 
alfo  of  a  good  fea  port,  where  the  madufaAures  might  bfe  (hip- 
ped to  amy  quarter  of  the  globe.* 
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NUMBER   XXI. 
PARISHOFMORVEN^ 

(fr^p^rj  9f  MtdU'^piod  md  Cmmtj  tf  ArgjU.) 
By  tbi  RtvennJ  Mr  NpEUiM  M'Lbod. 


TIE  pirifli  of  Morron  is  bounded  bjr  the  Sound  of  Mbll 
fr9inS.E.  toN  W.  difiding  it  from  the  Ivge  ilhnd 
of  that  name  to  the  weftward ;  on  the  H.  bf  that  arm  of  the 
fca  called  LochJuinean,  dividing  it  from  the  parlfli  of  Ard« 
nwnifchatt.  it  has  been  computed  to  be  14  miles  in  lengthy 
along  the  Sound  of  Muil ;  but.  the  whole  length  of  the  pari(b> 
taken  from  Tearneat  on  the  E*  to  Auliftein  on  the  W.  can» 
not  be  lefi  than  10  miles.  Its  greateft  breadth  is  10  com- 
puted  miles.  It  forms  a  large  peninfula,  of  which  the 
Ifthmus,  from  Strontian  at  the  bead  of  Loch^Suineart  to  the 
weft  (hore  of  Unnehellih,  in  a  ftnught  line  from  Tea  to  fea, 
is.about  6  miles  over,— -As  this  parifli  was  never  wholly  fur- 
veyed,  it  is  difficult  to  form  a  conjecture  what  number  of 
acres  it  may  contain;  but,  from  a  partial  furvey  and  mcnfura* 
tion  madci  it  cannot  be  much  below  6o»ooo.  The  modern 
name  Morven,  or  Morveroi  as  it  is  more  properly  called,  be« 
ing  the  method  of  fpelling  it  in  ancient  records,  and  much 
nearer  the  uniform  pronunciationi  of  the  inhabitants,  is  plain- 

It 
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\y  from  the  ancient  Gaelic  name  '  MW'-Earrmi  u  r.  ^gMK 
«  divilioni  or  lot  •/ 

Sutfkce^  Soil^  (S^s.-^Tht  general  appearance  cf  thb  parifli 
is  hillj,  but  withoat  mounuins  of  any  remarkaUe  hpglu* 
Its  hills  are  partly  covered  with  heathi  but  for  thcinoft  port 
yield  good  pafture.  The  inhabitation  is  along  the  fta  ide 
allarMndj  the  Inland  parts  being  moftly  hilly,  Mdltear* 
able  ground  lying  at  the  bottom  of  thefe  hiHs.  Along  the 
Sound  6f  Mull,  the  arable  ground  (fiich  we  call  it)  is  upw  n 
declivity,  m  many  places  very  fteep,  and  much  elcvaited  abovp 
the  level  of  the  Tea.  The  foili  in  general,  is  a  poor,  lights 
open  earth,  interfperTed  in  fome  placa  with  a  mi^ure  loi 
gravel  and  fmall  Honest  fome  fpots  that  lie  loircr,  and  aife 
flatter,  anfwer  well  for  fuch  kinds  of  crops  as  are  gBonHUf 
raifed  In  this  country  i  thefe  are,  barley,  potatoes,  and  Mtt  of 
a  very  poor  qiialityi  called  foudl  oats«  The  incumbent,  and 
feme  of  the  tackfoien,  have,  within  thefe  few  year%  tried  to 
raife  great,  or  white,  oats;  in  which,  upon  the  wbol«,.thv 
have  (ttcceeded  fa  well,  that  «hey  itill  adhere  to  thftpraOiioei 
yet  it  muft  be  owned,  that  it  is  by  aoMch  a  mere  'pr0cari9tts 
crop,  and  lefs  fuittd  to  this  climate,  than  our  fmall  oals,  as  it 
runs  a  greater  rilk  of  fuffering  more  from  the  July  and  Au- 

gvft 

*  To  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the  Gaslic  language,  it 
will  appear  evident,  that  the  meaning  of  this  name  muft  be  dif« 
ferenc  from  the  word  Mor  Ven«  as  ufed  in  the  Poems  of  OfIian# 
where  it  is  derived  from  the  Gaelic  words  *  Mor  Bheantty  L  e. 
<  of  the  great  mountains,'  and  f^ems  to  have  been  a -general 

.  term  for  the  HipUands^  or  biily  country*    The  common  notion  is, 

^tUat  the  whole  Highlands  were  the  country  of  Fingal  and  Ms 
heroes,  for  in  evsry-part  thereofr  as  well  as  in  thts.parifltj  ditre 

.are  names  derivsd  from  them  and  their  atchievements.  The 
whole  Highlands  might  juftly  be  called  *  Dutbaieb  nam  nur* 
«  BbeannJ  or  ^  country  df  high  hitls.*'    But  a  Highlander  nev^r 

-gives  that  name  to  this  parifli^  but  calls  it  <  A  mbor^inrran. 
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gaft  rainsi  and  suitumnal  ftorms.  The  whole  of  the  parifti^ 
efpecially  the  weft  fide,  or  that  part  which  looks  towards  the 
Sound  of  Mull/ is  fo  much  expofed,  that  the  raifing  of  crops 
4if  uqr  kind  is  always  a  precarious  bufinefs,  and,  in  ibme  Tea- 
ibbs,  a  certain  lofs.  .  For  this  reafooi  mofk  of  the  inhabitants, 
•rpeciailj  the  gentlemen  tackfmen,  have  now  turned  their  at- 
'teikioii  to  gracing  and  rearing  of  cattle. 
-  It  is  oUervaUe  in  this,  and  it  is  believed,  in  the  neighbour* 
ing  pariflies,  that  the  weather  has  of  late  become  mpr^ 
cBtngeablei  and  it  is  an  inconteftible  hit  that  rafai  has  fsdleo, 
(daring  fome  years  paft)  in  by  far  greater  quantities  than  the 
oldeft  inhabitants  remember.  This  does  a  material  injury  to 
sil  kinds  of  crops,  eocafions  late  hanrefts,  which  baffle  the 
hdpes  of  the  farmer;  and  fubjeft  him  to  nuny  vexatious 
MRmt  and  galling  difappointments.  Although  the  climate  it 
thus  generally  moift  and  rainy,  the  parifh  is  £ir  from  being 
iiBwhokfome.  During  the  incumbency  of  the  preient  rnini^ 
'fter,  many  have  died  betwixt  the  age  of  80  and  pOj  and  fbme 
#v^' above  90 ;  and  there  are  iaow  living  ieveral  above  80, 
particularly  one  man  and  his  wife,  who  were  married  ioaore 
than  60  years  ago,  and  whofe  facnlties  and  ftrength  sire  ib 
far  from'  being  impaired,  that  they  continue  to  follow  their 
refpefHve  emptoyaMnts  with  aftonifliing  alacrity  and  vigour. 
The  moft  common  ailments  are  colds  and  rheumatifms,  of 
which  few  people  are  fuppofed  to  die ;  but  whether  thefe 
.bring  on  other  fieknefles  or  dtfeafcs^  which  end  in  death,  it  is 
the  province  of  phyficians  to  deterinibe. 

Sad  Trme,  Harvefi^  Cr^pi^  Cs^r.^-In  a  climate  fo  wet,  St  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed '  that  fowing  can  commence  early :  We 
commonly  begin  about  the  middle  of  March,  and,  unlefi  the 
feafon  proves  unfavourable,  expcA  to  cut  down  abOttt  the 
latter  end  of  September.    From  our  fmall  oats  we  have  but 

poor 
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poor  returni,  being  conuponly  one  boll  of  meal;  i.e.  i6  pecks, 
aod  aboil  oJF feed  corn.  Out  great  oats  yield  much  better 
letnms,  but  become  worfe  and  worfe  every  year  after  the  fe- 
cond  fawing  9  and,  if  new  feed  be  not  procured,  Jn  the 
courjCe  of  very  few  years  degenerate  to  the  quality  of  fmall 
oats.  From  a  boil  of  barley,  we  generally  get  4, 5,  or  6  feedsj 
and  there  are  infiances  of  good  fpots„  well  drefTed  and  ma- 
nuire^i  returning  i6.  Froin  potatoes  planted  in  iazybeds  (which 
u(^(t  to  be  the  general  method  throughout  the  pariih)  ten- 
fold IS  reckoned  a  good  return.  ^  Some  have  of  late  begun  to 
raife  t))em  from  th$  drill,  from  which  great  advantage  is  de- 
rivedft  that  method  producing  from  15  to  25  returns :  It  is 
hoped  this  will  ibon  be  the  general  practice,  as  the  people 
are  fond  enough  of  their  intereft  where  they  can  fee  it. 
Want  of  encouragement  to  inclofe  grounds  for  hay  has  hither-* 
to  prevented  the  tackfmen  from  attempting  to  raife  graft 
from  (ccids.  Some  attention  to  green  crops,  would  probably^ 
be  found  more  profitable  in  this  climate  than  the  inhabitants 
are, a  ware  of.  This  they  may  become  fenfible  of  in  timei  and 
it  takes  time  to  introduce  a  new  fyilem  into  any  country. 

FarmSi  Produce^  and  Sicci.^ — The  method  of  uniting  farms 
began  long  ago,  and  ieems  to  be  gaining  ground  in,  pro* 
portion  to  the  avidity  for  high  rents,  and  the  rage  for  (hccp 
ftocks.  It  may  be  ijueftioned,  whether  the  letting  of  land 
in  large  tenements  be  not  on  the  whole  more  proper  for  this 
country,  than  the  old  method  of  fetting  it  in  fmall  portions. 
There  is  a  much  greater  proportion  of  hill  than  of  low 
ground  5  and  a  tackfman  occupying  from  5000  to  7000  acres, 
(of  which  there  are  inftances  in  this  parifh)  is  much  more 
able  than  a  number  of  poor  people  can  be  to  carry  on  im- 
provements, by  building  proper  houfcsj  making  ncccffary  in- 
clofures,  and  by  introducing  new  modes  of  managing  ground 
Vol.  X.  L 1  and 
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and  ftpck.  But  this  union  of  farms  cannot  be  %i  to  be  in 
Yavour  of  population,  thoughi  if  proprietors  would  allot  fmall 
fpots  of  ground  at  an  eafy  rate  to  the  poorer  people,  and  he 
at  pftins  to  eftabliQi  manufaAures  among  the<n»  the  imprpv^- 
ment  of  the  country  and  population  might  go  hand  in  harf^ ; 
the  people  might  keep  their  country  and  live  happy;  and  the 
prppricitq^.  in  the  end  wotild.  find  it  redound  much  to  their 
cr^dit  and  intereft.  There  has,  indeed,  np  eipigmtion^  tb 
'America, taken  place  from  this  parifh  asyet,  but  a  yearly 
draip  to  the  low;  country  for  iervice,  ftc*  owing  to  the 
j^nion  of  farms,  and  the  general  poverty  of  the  couniary, 
fi^here  there  are  no  manufaAures  to  employ,  and  littk  pib- 
duce  to  fupport  the  inhabitants.T*-The  far^ns,  2^  prefently 
poflcfTed,  are  32  in  number,  of  which  17.  are  ia  the  faandioof 
gentlemen  tackfmen.  and  for  the  mod  part  ftocked  wkh 
i))ecpt  5  'in  Ic^f^^  to  fhepherds  ;  and  10  occupied  by  ima)l  te- 
ifi^s^  The  annual  average  of  kelp  manufactured  ^and  TqUI 
.n^ay  be  about  7Q  tons  \  and  the  common  rate  of  v^nahSfjqp" 
Spgitis  1 1.  I  OS*  p€r  ton — ^The  exports  are,  cow^hor^, 
^eep,  wool,  kelp,  timber,  and  barks.  The  imports  confift 
of  4naay  ar^clcs  ;  the  principal  of  which  arc,  m^  yearly  in 
.great  quantities,  tanned  leather,  iron,  tar«  ropes,  frnjeariog 
bcitfcr,  n^erchapt  goods  of  various  kinds^  &c  *, 

•  The  common  prices  of  labour  are,  a  piari  fcrvant,  for  a 
yearr_lrom.4K'to  5  K ;  a  fmgle  woman  from  1 1.  5  s.  to  2 1,  ec- 
clufive  of  (hoes  and  maintenance,  and  other  perquiiites,  all  wki^h 
5irc  daily  increafmg  in  value,  formerly  farms  were  generally 
tnanaged  by  married,  6r  cottagei^fervants,  with  us  called  work- 
znen.  The  common  encouragement  for  thefe  was  holding  of  5 
or  6  fiwns  in  cows  and  fhecp,  which  was  then  valued  at   ids. 

^  the  foum  ;  with  us  they  had  one  fourth  part  of  what  crops  were 
ifjade^  and  maintenance  throughout  the  year,  except  the  time 

^  employed  in  ploughing  the  groundand  reaping  the  crops  ^  this 
mode  was  found  very  inconvenient  and  expenfive,  suiid  is  now  at? 
inoft  totally  difufcd,  A  day  labourer  earns  i  s.  per  day  j  taylors  arc 
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-  koods,  Rhifj^  fe'r.— As  to  the  roads  of  Als  parifli  little 
tan  be  (kid.  The  line  of  road  along  the  coaft  of  the  Sound 
t>f  MqU  is,  by  the  application  of  the  ftatute  labour,  for  the 
mfli'part  rideabte  i  through  the  other  parts  of  the  parifh  fo 
little  has  bttn  donfc  tb  them,  that  they  may  be  faid  to  remahi 
this  day  as  nature  left  them:  The  people,  however,  arc  now 
becoming  mbre  fenflble  of  the  advantages  that  wobld  arife 
from  good  roads  I  though  from  their  fcattered  iituation,  and  . 
the- want  of  refiding  heritors  to  bring  them  forwaid,  the 
wort  proetseds  but  flowly.—There  are  many  rapid  torrents 
pemang  down  from  the  hills  to  the  fea )  fome  of  whic&  aire 
foxoBfiderable,  as  to  be  always  impaflable  in  times  of  heavy 
fiinv  Ten  of  thefe  are  more  dangerous  than  the  reft,  on  ac(- 
CKXuit  4[  the  greater  quantity  of  watery  and  the  coarfenefi  of 
their  channels.  Of  all  thefe,  three  only  have  got  bridges 
over  them,  and  one  of  the  three  is  in  fo  ruinous  a  condition 
its  to  be  hardly  fafe  for  paflengers. — ^There  are  fome  "Very 
vahiaMe  ftoels  of  natural  woods  in  many  parts  of  the  pari(fa> 
particularl]^  along  the  whole  Loch-Suineart  fide,  coflfilttdg 
chiefly  of  birch,  interfperfed  with  fome  valuable  fpots  of 
oak  and  afli,  alfo  around  the  (outh  eaft  eiid  of  the*  patiih, 
hang  the  Sound  of  Mull,  and  at  the  head  and  both  (ides  of 
Loch-alin  Bay.  The  refpedive  pi'oprietors  of  thcffe  woods  be- 
nefit themfelves  much  by  Idling  them  off  to  the  Lorn.fui*« 
nace  company  or  others  for  charcoal,  &c.  the  manufacturing 
of  which  muft  be  fuppofed  very  ferviceable  to  the  poor  of 
this  and  the  neighbouring  parlQies.  During  the  hft  feveh 
yean,  a  fum  of  8000  L  or  1 0,000 1.  Sterling  has  been  expend- 
ed 

paid  by  the  job,  by  whi'eh  they  earxi  {r&ti  is.  6  d«  to  a  s.  per 
day,  exclufive  of  maintenance ;  a  boat  carpenter,  joinefpco wan, 
(6r  builder  of  (lone  without  moftar,)  get  1  s.  at  the  tfdmmumg 
andfgood  maintenance ;  a  (Hepherd  has  from  7  1.  to  10 1,  per  an* 
ftufitf  bcfides  maintenance  and  (hoes ;  weavers  are  paid  by  the 
neafore,  and  according  to  the  quality  of  the  ftuff. 
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ed  on  there  works  in  Aeir  different  bnachcs,  viz.  cnttiog, 
piling,  burning,  leading,  peeling  of  bark,  &c. 

Fj/bing.-^ At  the  head  of  Loch-alin,  there  b  a  falmon  £&>- 
iog,  of  iervice  to  the  people  concerned,  bat  the  exports  are 
aot  confiderable.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  pari(h,  or  near 
the  head  of  Loch-Suinearti  herrings  are  found  fometimes  in 
great  abundance,  of  good  fize  and  quality,  in  the  months  of 
Auguft  and  November,  which  would  be  of  confideraUe  ad- 
"irantage  to  this  and  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  were  there  a 
certain  and  eafy  method  of  fupplying  the  inhabitants  with 
fait  \  but  this  is  not  the  cafe  $  a  drcumftance  very  difcourag- 
ing  to  the  fiiher,  and  detrimental  to  the  community  at  large. 
This  was  particularly  felt  in  the  year  1790,  as  no  fait  could 
be  found  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  cuftomhoufes  of  Tobeiv. 
mory,  Oban,  or  Fort- William,  at  the  time  needed ;  the  con- 
fequence  was  the  lofs  of  many  of  the  herrings.— The  other 
kinds  of  fi(fa,  found  on  thefe  coafts^  are  feathe,  red  or  rock^ 
cod,  ikate,  lythe,  flounder,  mackarel,  fea  perch,  dog*fifli« 
gurnet,  eel,  an.d|  at  the  mouth  of  almoft  every  river,  fmall  faU 
moll,  and  white  trout  i  befidles  a  variety  of  IheU-fiQi,  fuch  as, 
oyftersj  cockles^  lobftcrs,  crabs^  mufdes,  limpets  and  peri- 
winkles, fpout  fifli,  &c.  There  are  alfo  found  marine  vege- 
.tables,  dulfe,  and  flake,  which  are  much  efteemed  by  thofe 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  ufing  them.  Thefe  articles,  though 
of  fervice  to  the  inhabitants,  are  never  found  in  fuch  quan* 
.titles  as  to  be  fent  to  market  *• 

Ferrieif 

*  T\kt  fea  fowls  are»  ducks  of  various  kinds,  fcarts  or  cormo* 
rants,  gulls,  herons,  curlews,  and  fome  others.  Thq  land  birds 
are,  eagles,  hawk^  ravens,  crows,  and  hooded*crows,  groufe, 
black  cock,  pigeons,  ptarmigans,  partridges,  wood«cocks, 
plovers,  fnipes,  befides  a  variety  of  fmall  birds.  The  beads  of 
prey  arc,  foxesf  fumarts,  martins,  wild  cats*    la  our  woods  are 

deer 


if  Mwven.  dSg 

Firriesy  {9(V.— Thore  are  two  ftated  ferries  firOD^  this  to 
the  neighbouring  parifhes,  viz.  one  to  the  Mull  from  Fere^ 
nt/bj  and  one  to  Ardnamurchan  from  Dorlin,  at  the  mouth 
ot  Loch-Suineart%  Anpther  fuoh  is  much  wanted  in  the  H. 
end  oftheparifii»  either  at  Kyle  or  Knock,  where,  chough 
the  ixiatmen  ferry  at  timesi  one  cannot  force  them  out  but 
when  it  fiiits  their  humour  and  conveniency,  and  even  then 
at  whatever  rates  they  pieafe  to  exa£t*  It  is  much  to  •  be 
wilhed^  that  in  thefe,  and  fuch  ftated  ferriesi  fome  more  at- 
tention was  paid  by  thofe  who  have  the  management  of  the 
police,  both  to  the  condudk  of  the  ferrymeui  and  the  kind  of 
boats  they  ought  to  keep. — Over  and  above  the  boats  ufed 
on  thefe  ferries,  there  are  no  fewer  than  loo  fmall  boats  in 
the  parilh  kept  for  the  purpofe  of  fiflbing,  and  carrying  fea^ 
ware  as  manure  to  their  lands.  See. ;  as  alfb  13  or  14  barges 
of  a  larger  fize,  well  rigged,  the  property  of  the  gentlemen 
tackfmen,  for  tranfporting  themfelves  occafionally  to  the 
neighbouring  iflands,  and  for  other  purpofes  of  ufefiilnefs  and 
convenience.  There  are  likewife  boats  of  greater  tonnage 
for  following  the  herring  fiihery  at  a  diftance  $  and  one  veffel 
of  abont  20  tons  burden,  employed  in  the  coafting  trade- 
Though  the  keeping  of  fo  many  boats  be  evidently  attended 

with 

deer  and  roes;  and  in  our  hills,  mountain-hares:  The  whole 
parifhy  both  hill  and  ftrath,  is  much  infefted  with  moles,  and  no 
means  are  ufed  to  deiiroy  them,  though  they  are  very  hurtful 
to  the  ground.— It  has  been  remarked  of  old,  that  rats  would 
not  live  in  Morven ;  this  remark  feeins  to  be  confirmed  by  feve* 
ral  ctrcumftances  confiftent  with  the  knowledge  of  mo(^  of  the 
inhabitants  now  alive.  A  few  years  ago,  fome  veiTels  were  put 
afliore  by  ftrefs  of  weather  in  Loch-aiin  Bay  i  by  which  cir* 
cumdance,  a  vail  number  of  rats  flocked  to  the  houfes  on  each 
iide  of  the  harbour*  So  numerous  and  mifchievous  were  they, 
that  it  was  apprehended  they  would  fpread  and  overrun  the 
whole  parifhj  yet  it  happened,  that^  in  a  few  years,  they  difap* 
peared,  and  now  none  are  to  be  feen  from  one  end  of  the  pa« 
rifh  to  the  other.  « 
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with  much  ezpehce,  yet  it  may  be  reckoned  among  th^  ad-s 
vantages  of  the  pariih,  that  it  is  indented  and  almoft  fur- 
rounded  with  arms  of  the  fea,  many  of  which  form  fafe 
anchorage  for  ihipping  in  the  worft  weather.  Loch*alin 
Bay,  running  in  from  the  Sound  of  Mull  in  the  S«  £•  part  of 
the  parifli}  forms  a  fafe  and  capacious  harbour ;  but  it  is 
rather  narrow  at  the  mouth,  and  not  of  eafy  entrance,  unleft 
vith  either  a  faTOurable  tide  or  fair  wind.  There  is  another 
late  and  commodious  harbour  at  the  mouth  of  Loch>Suitiearty 
called  Drumby  \  it  is,  on  the  Morvcn  fide,  formed  by  a  deep 
and  clear  inlet,  betwixt  the  ifland  Oronfay  and  the  main* 
land.  There  are  befides  numberlefs  fine  creeks  for  finaH 
boats ;  and,  along  the  coaft,  fcarce  a  bay  wherein  a  teffelof 
any  tonnage  may  not  pafs  a  tide.  >  '      '^ 


St atijHcal  Table.    ' 

J'  yi 

Sheep  (of  the  South 

Above  80   '     - 

U 

Country  breed)   -    14,000 

Annual    average 

of 

Black' cattle         -           2500 

births  for  the  laft       "  ' 

Breeding  mares       «         100 

J  years 

35 

Working  horfes       -         150 

Annual  Average 

of 

Number  of  fouls  in 

marriages,  ditto 

1755        -        -         »223 

Weavers  male 

-    .      24 

Number  in  1793      -      1764 

Ditto,  Female 

10 

Families        -         *         384 

Taylors 

-     ,..   '5 

Males      '   '  -'        -        914 

Blackfm»hs 

'2 

Females        -         *         850 

Shoemaker 

1 " 
*                         I 

Under  10            *            501 

Bfoguemakers 

From  10  to  20        -       473' 

Joiners 

3 

Wheelwrights 

2 

'Ai 50  to  70        -         149 

Cowans* 

.           8 

70  to  89          -        43 

Boatcafpenters 

2 
Gardener 

tf  Morven*                       aji 

G^deper 

Retay^r^  of  f^Us     - 

1  Real  rent.  Sterling  «  L*  2aoo 

2  Valucji  rent, 

3  ditto,     •     L..;4{d;i9:ii 

,,  JEA(\lftaJlkd  ^ate, — The  Duke  of  Argylc  is  patron  and 
principal  hcritof ;  thcxe.are,  bciides,  3  other  heritors^  all  non- 
rqfident^  The  incumbent  came  to  the  pariih  in  the  year 
A77y*  *^  which  time, ihc  living  was  only  58  1.  11  $• .  wiith  5I. 
i^e  lA^ieu  of  manfc  and  ofSces,  and  5  1.  to  furnifli  qom* 
muiuoa  elecneot^  An  augmentation  of  25  1.  was  obtair.ci 
in  the  year  1787,  which  makes  the  living  now  (including  ^ie* 
ments)  equal  to  88  I.  11  s.  beiides  there  is  a  glebe  of  46 
acres  much  improved  by  the  incumbent.  A  good  manfe 
and  office-houfes  were  obtained,  and  built  in  the  year  1780, 
which  coft  the  pariih  375  L  yet  fuch  is  the  nature  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  expofure  of  the  iicuation,  that  they  already  Hand 
in  need  of  repair^  which  the  heritors  have  agreed  to  give 
next  fummer.  There  are  2  churches,  fo  called  from  their 
outward  appc.annce,  but  with  rcfpeft  to  decency  of  accom- 
modation, they  might  as  properly  be  called  (hades:  In  thefe 
the  minifter  alternately  officiates.  They  are  at  8  computed 
miles  difhince.  The  dimenfions  of  each,  no  more  than  40  by 
26  feet,  within  walls;  without  feats  or  bdls.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted,  that,  iince  the  teformation,  little  or  no  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  feating  of  churches  in  this  country.;  and 
no  lefs  fb,  as  it  is  the  prevailing  opinion,  that  no  pofitivc;  law 
exifts  to  force  unwilling  heritors  to  fo  neceflary  and  decent 
an  accommodation..  Though  thefe  are  the  only  fiated  places 
of  wodhip,  the  incumbc;nt,  from  motives  of  Chriflian  compat 
^on  to  the  waQts  of  the  people,  whofe  didanco  prevents  their 
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attendance,  at  either  church)  gives  fermon  a  few  Stmdaj^s  im 
Xht  year  to  two  other  places  in  the  pariih.  The  manfe  lies 
in  a  lixie  betwixt  the  two  churches^  4.  from  the  one,  and  ^ 
from  the  other. 

Schools. — There  is  only  81.  Sterling  of  a  (alary,  by  decreet 
of  the  commiflioners  of  fupply,  for  a  parochial  fchool^  with- 
out any  accommodation  whatever.  Of  this  fum,  none  of  the 
heritors,  except  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  have  paid  their  propor. 
tions  for  fome  years  pad ;  notwithftanding  which,  the  minif*- 
ter  and  a  few  gentlemen  tackfmen  have  made  a  fliift,  though 
under  great  di(advantages,  to  keep  it  agoing  hitherto,  others 
wife  it,  and  of  courfe  the  fociety^s  fchool,  muft  have  dropt 
long  ago.  It  is  true  t^e  heritors  might  be  compelled  by  hw} 
but  no  fchooknafter  will  profecut^,  as  the  fchool  is  not  worth 
contending  for;  and  the  incumbent,  or  prefbytery,  find  fuch 
difficulties  attending  procefles  of  this  kind,  from  this  part  of 
the  world,  as  to  have  very  little  encouragement,  m  exhauft- 
ing  their  fmall  livings  on  law-fuits,  where  the  oppofition  is  fo 
powerful,  and  the  UTue  far  from  certain :  The  parochial 
fchool  is  attended  by  nearly  50  fcholars,  6  of  whom  are  girl& 
There  is  alfo  another  fchool  paid  by  the  Society  for  propagat* 
^ng  Chriftian  Knowledge,  endowed  with  a  falary  of  10  L  be* 
fides  a  free  houfe,  free  fuel,  and  holding  for  one  cow :  Yet 
fo  little  are  people  accuftomed  to  public  burdens  of  this  na- 
ture, that  the  greateft  difficulties  conftantly  occur  itbout  fur« 
niihing  thefe  accommodationsi  and  keying  the  dwelling  and 
frhool-houfes  in  repair.  There  is  however  reafon  to  think 
thefe  difficulties  willfoon  be  obviated,  as  the  patron  and  prin- 
cipal .heritor  has  begun  to  relieve  his  tenants  and  poor  peo- 
ple from  this  fervitude,  by  giving  5  1*  a  year  to  fome  of  the 
fphools  of  thb  eftabli(hment  on  his  property,  in  lieu  of  pub- 
lic burdens.    It  is  to  be  wiflied,  both  for  the  peace  and  hap« . 
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pineis  of  the  fchoolmafters,  and  for  prererrlng  a  good  imdtr^ 
flanding  beiwfau  them  and  the  people,  that  this,  or  fooie  fitchi 
toDTerfioo  would  become  generaL  The  Society  alfo  allows 
6L  fer  a  fpinning  miftrefs  i  the  benefit  4)f  which  would  be 
mote  fenfiUy  felt,  wei^  there  a  method  of  pi*ovidiog  the  poor<)» 
er  fort  with  a  few  Wheels,  and  fome  Hot.  Befides  thefe  pub- 
lic idaces  of  education,  there  are  7  or  8  gentlemen  tackfmeii 
who  keep  private  teachers  in  their  familiesj  as  they  can  have 
RO  acceis  to  the  public  fchools,  on  account  of  the  diftance* 

JPMT.-^The  poor  are  from  40  to  50  in  number.  The  chief 
funds  for  their  fupport,  (befides  the  charity  of  the  people  ia 
their  houfes,)  are  the  weekly  colIeAion  at  the  churches,  and 
pecuniary  mulAs  impofed  for  immoralities )  both  which  a* 
mount,  one  year  with  another,  to  8 1*  The  felfion  has  iate^* 
ly  got  nearly  40 1.  being  the  prinripal  and  intereft  of  20  L  be* 
qoeathed  in  the  year  1772  to  the  poo^  of  Morven,  by  Mrs 
Jean  Cameron  of  Mount  Cameron ;  to  which,  it  is  hoped, 
fomething  more  will  be  added,  which  may  render  their  fitu« 
ation  more  comfortable,  in  time  coming,  than  it  has  hitherto 
been. 

*  Charade f^  Isfc.-^Tht  whole  parlfliioncrs  afe  of  the  eftab- 
lilhed  chnrch,  excepting  a  few  non-jurant  epircopalians. — Of 
old,  the  bulk  of  the  people  were  inclined  to  that  form  of  rew 
ligious  worfhip,  from  political  principles ;  but,  for  many  years 
paft,  thefe  prejudices  have  been  gradually  falling  off,  and  arc 
now  alifaoft  entirely  forgot.  Few  prejudices  indeed,  of  any 
kind,  are  prevalent  among  them.  On  the  incumbent's  coming 
to  the  parifh,  they  were  very  much  prejudiced  againft  inocula- 
tion :  But,  whether  owing  to  his  endeavours,  or  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  praAice  among  the  more  enlightened  of  their 
neighbours,  durbg  the  laft  vifit  the  country  had  from  this 
Voj..  X.  Mm  dangcrouft 
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dangerous  difordcr,  the  generality  not  only  agreed  to  inoctf«^ 
iationi  but  many  performed  the  operation  on  their  own  chil- 
dren, and  thoie  of  their  neighbours,  with  perfeft  fafety. 

The  people  are  in  general  induftrious,  had  they  a  filbjed  to- 
work  upon,  or  a  proper  ftiraulus.  They  arc  not  addified  to 
any  particular  vice ;  but  this  muft  be  underftood  with  (bme- 
exceptions,  as  muft  always  be  cxpcfted  among  fo  ^argc  a  body 
of  people.  In  the  year  1786,  no  fewer  than  3fo  were  expelled 
the  pariQi  for  theft,  not  by  the  fcntcnce  of  a  magiftrate,  but 
by  the  united  eflforts  of  the  better  fort  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  good  cffefts  of  this  expulfion  have  been  fcnfibly  felt ;  and 
though  a  little  gleaning  is  now  thought  ncceflary,  yet,  hav- 
ing a  {heriST  court  eAabliflied  in  the  neighbourhood,  the.ne* 
cefCty  of  fuch  violent  exertions  are  in  a  great  meafare  ob- 
viated ♦. 

Mifcflltttitous 

^  The  principal  antiquity  is  the  ruin  of  a  caSle,  at  a  farm  cal- 
led ArdlcrimJ])^  (pofiibly  the  Iniplorc  of  Oflian,)  on  the  Sound 
of  Mvll,  where  M*Donald  of  the  lUes  refidedt^and  held  his 
courts  and  patlinpieikcs.  Vid^  Abercrombic's  life  of  James  IL 
In  different  pans  cf  the  parilh,  efpecially  along  the  coaft  of  the 
Sound  of  Mull,  on  elevated  places,  there  are  feveral  circular 
building?,  commonly  called  Druidical  temples  or  cairns.  They 
%re  generally  formed  of  large  whinftones,  incloiing  a  fmall  fpoc 
of  ground,  of  liifTcient  diameters,  none  of  them  exceeding  8 
yards.  .The  language,  principally  fpokcn  in  the  parifb,  is  Gaelic* 
But  ef  kiue  years,  by  the  advantages  derived  from  fchool^,  and 
the  mor^  general  communication  with  the  low  country,  the  £n* 
gliCi  languap;c  is  ynorc  univerfaliy  underftood  throughout  the 
pariih  than  farmsrly.  Many  names  of  places  in  this  parifh  are 
of  unknown  or  uncertain  derivations  ;  others  plainly  of  Gaelic 
or  Cehic  oiiginal.  Thus  Innijhiore^  is  the  great  hr^e ;  Port  a 
tpat,  the  boat  creek  ;  Fiunary^  Fmgal's  fhicling ;  Dnnien^  Fin- 
gal's  fort  or  hill ;  Kemin,  Fingurs  ileps  or  ftairs.  Dunien  is^a 
curious  round  rock,  of  coniiderable  height,  partly  covered  on  the 
fides  wiih  a  green  i'ward^  but  of  no  eafy  afcent.  On  the  top  is  an 
area  of  about  J  of  an  acre,  which  evidently  appears  to  have 
heed  encircled  with  a  wall ;  very  few  veiliges  of  which  now  re- 
nliin,  owing  partly  to  the  mjurtes  of  time,  and  partly  to  want  of 
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Myiellanms  Ob/irvaims.  *-TJbe  principal  di&dvaivtage$| 
azuL  tbPrgreauft  hinrfcranccs  to  every  fpccics  of  improvement^ 
arc  thje<lifficultie8  p«^le  generally  have  in  (applying  thqm- 
felve^  witb  peats  for  fuel-  The  making  of  peats  is  at  bcH; 
but  ;i  rircfome  and  tedipus  operation  \  ofceof  precarious,  and 
attended  with  a  heavy  cxpcncc,  beOdes  the  lofs  of  the  fum- 
mer  and  autumnal  sopnths^  which  m\ght  be  applied  to  mucii 
'  more  lucrative  and  ufcful  purpofes.  Were  the  people. able  to 
purcbalf  coaUt  as  there  is  .water-c.arrjage  to  t]ie  door  of  aJ- 
moft  every  farm-houfei  it  would  be  a  mighty  advantage,  and 
tend  to  render  t^eir  ficuation  much  more  comfortable  and 
eafy.  A  modifici^tion  of  the  fait  laws  alfo  would  be  necef- 
fary^  ii^  order  to  anfwer  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
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taRe  in  the  tenants  fprmerly  occupying  the  farm,  who  pulled 
down  the  Uones,  fordomcftic  purpofes,  to  favc  the  troublcof  quai^ 
rying.  The  den  iiftlf  commands  an  extehllve  view,  and  was 
well  chofen  for  a  pl^ce  of  defence  againd  a  flying  party:  It  lies 
on  the  farm  of  Fiunary^  and  is  now  part  of  the  glebe.  There  is 
a  water  running  by  the  foot  of  the  hill,  of  a  romantic  appear- 
ance, on  account  of  its  high  banks  and  the  nomber  of  its  pools 
and  cafcades.  The  flopiug  braes,  on  each  fide  of  this  water, 
were  formerly  covered  with  a  fine  natural  wood  of  oak  and  alh  ; 
of  which  nothing  now  remains  but  a  little  brufh.wood,  a  noU 
fance  rather  than  a  beauty  to  the  place.  Kemin^  is  (leps  in  the 
form  of  a  natural  (lair,  pretty  regular,  in  a  rock,  towards  the 
top  of  a  bill  called  Bcin-ndcn^  mentioned  in  an  old  poem  afcrib- 
ed  to  OlHan  ;  but  whether  this,  or  another  of  that  name  in  Ire^ 
land,  be  the  hill  therein  referred  to,  it  is  not  pretended  to  fay  ; 
Drimnin^  the  ridges;  *//;'?/,  the  elbow ;7?re«,  the  nofe;  achaharn^ 
the  field  of  cairns;  arglnijh^  the  fhieling  of  good  bedding  for 
cattle,  names  of  places  very  defcriptive  of  iheir  appearance  or 
properties.  The  principal  place  of  worfliip,  and  where  the  oldeft 
church  (lands,  is  called  CHlcollum  hlL  or  cell  of  the  famous  Col- 
lumbus  of  Jona.  The  other  pl.ice  of  worfh«p  is  called  KWunik^ 
or  cell  of  Winifred  Though  the  church  is  how  removed  to  a 
little  diUance  from  It,  at  each  of  thefe  there  is  a  church-yard, 
or  burying  ground,  but  now  without  any  fence,  though  ancient- 
ly their  prccinfts  were  diftindlly  marked,  and  confidercd  as  fane- 
tuaries.  < 
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founders  of  filhing  Tillages.  Another  principal  difadvantage 
is  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  of  communication  by  water 
with  the  low  country.  Though  a  Tefiel,  called  a  packet,  runs 
at  times  between  the  Clyde  and  the  Sound  of  Mull,  it  has 
heen  only  fet  agoing  and  continued  by  private  adventurers  for 
their  own  interefti  and  is  fubjefled  to  no  rules  calculated  for 
the  public  good  «,  no  dep^ndance  can  be  had  either  on  the 
time  of  its  failing,  or  the  rate  of  freight.  As  the  bufinefs  of 
the  country,  in  its  prefcnt  unimproved  ftatc,  cannot  afibrd  fuf- 
£cient  employment,  were  a  fmall  bounty  allowed  by  govem- 
;nent  to  keep  one  or  two  fuch  veflels  conftantly  going,  and 
rates  of  freight  fo  fixed  that  there  might  be  neither  danger 
of  impofition,  nor  fear  of  difappointment,  the  s^dvantages  to 
thefe  parts,  would  be  greater  than  can  wel}  be  eftimated.  In* 
<rea(e  of  bufinefs  would,,  in  time^  fuper(ede  the  necefiity  of  a 
tH)anty. 

At  the  head  of  Loch  Alin  Bay,  there  is  a  very  flattering 
appearance  of  coal;  to  work  which,  a  feeble  attempt  has 
been  made,  and  a  few  tons  of  good  quality  found  \  but,  not 
being  profecuted  with  vigour,  it  has  not  fucceeded.  Xhis  is 
the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  mine  lies  clofe  by  the  (hore 
0f  this  good  and  commodious  harbour.  Around  the  whole 
of  this  loch  fredlone  and  limeftone,  of  excellent  quaUties,  are 
found  in  great  abundance.  Some  years  ago  an  attempt  was 
made  to  come  at  a  lead  mine  on  a  farm  called  Lurgbhuidh^ 
but  with  little  fuccefs ; .  though  fome  are  of  opinion  that  the 
appearances  deferved  more  attention..  At  the  farm  of  Ardinf" 
fiiet,  there  is  a  well,  into  which  if  green  leather  be  thrown 
^t  ni^ht,  it  will  be  found  perfeAly  black  in  the  morning. 
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N  tir  M  B  E  R   xxir. 
PARISH    OF    LASWADK. 

(Prejfypery  of  Dalkelth.-^Synod  rf  Latbian  and  Xwwh 
dale.-^r^ounty  of  Edinburgh^) 

JBf  the  Reverpid  Mr  Joan  Fatok,  >  > 


ExUnt,  Soil,  isfc. 

LAS  WADE  is  divided  nearly  into  two.eqoal  ptsts  Ig^ 
the  river  North  £ik«  Its  figure  is  irregular,  b^iqg  8 
mite?  in  length*  and  varying  from  2104  xnilgtin.brcj^th. 
In  fur£u:e^  foil,  and  ctimate,  this  parifb  is  extremely  y^zpcmt 
on  the  N.  it  includes  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  Pp^iJmA 
Hills,  which  is  covered  partly  with  heath,  and  partly  with  fine 
green  pafture ;  on  the  S.  there  is  an  extenfive  track  of  /np^r 
aodwetmofs;  about  iopq.  acres  are  covered  with  patuca^ 
and  planted  timber,  vi^.  oal^,  alh,  elm,  Scotch  fir,  fprucc,  and 
l^ix }  the  reft,  which  is  by  £ur  the  greateft  part  of  the  parijQb, 
is  arable  land.  The  foil  is  extremely  various  in  its  quality  ^ 
in  general,  however,  it  is  good,  and  producea  exceUeot  csopa 
of  all  the  common  grains.  The  lands  of  Pendrtech  in  this  pa- 
riflii  in  particular,  ufed  to  be  remarkable  for  producing  peafe 
of  fo  foperior  a  quality  that  they  were  fold  at  2  s*  or  3  s^per 
boll  higher  than  any  in  the  country. 

The  climate  is  as  various  as  the  foil,  in  fo  much,  that,  firom 
4he  lower  to  the  higher  extremities,  the  diftance  of  a  miles 
laaakes  a  difference  of  10  or  i  a  days  in  ripening  the  produce 
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tions  of  the  earth.  In  this  particulari  the  higher  diftrids  are 
improving  every  jrear  by  the  influence  of  large  and  thriving 
plantations, 

Agriculturt.^^hxxe  are  50  ploughs  in  the  pariflit  moftly 
^f  Small's  conftruAioOf  and  drawn  by  2  horfeSf  but  fome  f«r« 
mers  ftill  prefo  the  Scotch  plough.  The  following  is  the 
rotation  of  crops  moft  frequently  obferved*  Wheat  is  fown 
after  potatoes^  or. fummer  fallow ;  when  the  wheat  is  after  po- 
tatoes, and  on  light  fand^  it  is  fown  down  with  gn£  feeds  i 
when  after  fummer  fidlow,  it  is  fucceeded  by  a  crop  of  peafe 
or  beans,  then  oats  or  barley  with  graft  fee<)s ;  after  lying  a 
year  or  two  in  grafi,  the  land  is  broken  up  and  fown  with 
oats.  About  a  fizth  part  of  the  arable  ground  in  the  pariXh 
it  kept  in  pafture,  for  which  graziers  pay  a  high  cent. 

Gardening  is  carried  on  here  to  a  confideraUe  extent ;  and 
the  attention  of  the  gardener  is  chiefly  directed  to  the  culti- 
vation of  ftrawberries,  than  which  he  has  not  a  furen  sm 
more  profitable  crop.  They  depend  lefs  upon  the  feafoo  than 
other  frniu;  they  never,  indeed,  fail  altogether,  which  in  this 
country  is  often  the  cafe  with  the  other  produftions  of  the 
garden ;  and,  when  properly  cul^vated,  this  fruit  will  yield  at 
an  average  18 1,  from  an  acre.  It  may  be  obferved,  that  it 
was  in  this  parifli  that  ftrawberries  were  firft  raifed  in  any 
quantities  for  the  public  market. 

The  farmers,  in  general,  breed  their  own  horfes,  which  are 
of  a  large  fize,  and  valued  at  from  18 1.  to  25 1.  They  breed 
alio  their  own  cows,  moftly  of  the  common  Scotch  kind,  and 
which  will  fell  for  from  5 1.  to  10 1.  Many  geotlemcn  have 
cows  of  the  £ngli(h,  Dutch,  and  Guemfey  breed. 

Markets f  Rent^  tsfc. — ^Thcre  is  a  butcher  market  in  the  pa- 
n(b>  where  the  prices  are  nearly  the  fapie  as  in  Edinburgh  % 

this 
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this  is  *the  cafe  with  all  other  kinds  of  provifions.— «Tbe  valu- 
ed rent  of  this  parifii  is  7436  L  6  s.  8  d.  Scotch*  and  its  real 
rent  may  be  from  5000 1.  to  6000 1.  The  higheft  price  gi« 
ven  for  land  is  a  I.  per  acre. 

Manufactures  are  io  a  thriving  ftate*  there  being  two  ez« 
tenfive  Meachfiddsv  f  barleyi  and  2  meal  mills,  and  4  papet 
mills,  befides  a  fifth  latelf  ereffced.  It  b  about  50  years  fince 
therfirft  paper  mill  was  built  in  this  parith ;  and,  within  thelc 
30  years,  the  somber  of  people  emf^yed  in  this  manufiic« 
ture  has  increaled  from  30  or  40  to  about  260 ;  Thefe,  with 
the  tradefmen  and  labourers  occafionally  employed,  receive 
and  einculate  in  the  parith  above  3000 1.  annually,  befides  a 
confiderabte  fum  given  for  coal.  The  rags  confumed  weigh 
above  joo  tons  ;  and  the  duties  paid  to  the  revenue  a^i 
mount  to  above  1800 1,  yearly.  Mr  Simpfon,  proprietor  of 
2  tf  the  mHli  In  this  parifh,  has  the  merit  of  being  the  firft 
paper  ittanufii^rer  in  this  country  who  has  applied  the  li« 
quor  recommended  by  BerthoUet  io  his  new  method  of  bleach- 
ing.  to  the  porpoTe  of  whitening  rags.  He  has  ereAed  an  ap« 
paratus  for  preparing  this  liquor,  which,  by  the  addition  of 
Ibme  new  ingredients,  he  makes  without  its  offenfive  fmeU, 
and  ufes  it  in  the  common  paper  engine,  (as  has  been  done 
for  fome  time  in  Ireland,)  without  retarding  the  operation, 
or  doing  any  injury  to  the  fteeh  This  improvement,  it  is 
thought,  will  add  much  to  the  quality  and  beauty  of  the  pa- 
per. He  has  alfo  the  merit  of  bringing  into  ufe  in  this  coun- 
try, the  drying  of  paper  by  means  of  flues  on  the  principle 
of  hot  houfes,  which  muft  contribute  much  to  forward  this 
branch  of  the  bufinefs  during  the  winter  feafon.  Some  ex- 
periments are  juft  now  making  at  his  mill,  and  with  great  | 
hopes  of  fuccefs,  for  heating  the  vats  on  a  new  plan,  which  ' 
Will  have  many  ac^ntages  over  the  preleot  method,  parti- 
cularly in  point  of  cleanlinefs,  and  faving  of  coal* 

Minerals, 
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MinmJs.'^ht  minerals  come  under  the  general  denOmU 
nation  of  coal  mctab^  tjz.  fandftone,  (or  freeflonci)  chyt  of 
great  Tarietj)  having  different  names  according  to  their  oo^ 
lour  and  degree  of  induration^  a  very  great  number  of  di(^ 
tinA  feams  of  coal,  and  three  beds  of  Umcftone.  Thefe  cx^ 
tend  over  the  whole  of  the  parifli  \  nor  has  there  as  fet  been 
difeovered  within  its  bounds  any  granite  or  baialtes  (here  term- 
ed  whinftone,)  tn  any  folid  ma(S|  or  even  contained  in  any 
fraAurCi  (or  dike  as  it  is  called)  excepting  in  a  fmall  comer 
on  the  eaft  end  of  the  ridge  of  Pentland  Hilb.— The  rolling 
ftones,  found  occafionally  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  are 
brought  down  in  floods  from  the  hilb,  lying  without  the 
bounds  of  the  parilh. 

On  the  north  weft  fide  of  the  river  North  Efl^  the  metala 
ftand  much  on  edgCf  forming  in  fome  places  an  angle  of 
above  6$  degrees  with  the  horizon;  and  in  other  places 
(though  not  in  this  parifh)  ftanding  perfe^Uy  perpendiculaf, 
for  which  reafon  the  coals  in  this  diftriA  are  diftinguiflbed 
by  the  name  of  the  edge  coals.  They  confift  of  different 
feams,  fmall  and  great,  almoft  innumerable  \  but  in  the  baro« 
ny  of  Lcanhead,  about  the  middle  of  their  courfe  through 
the  parifli,  they  amount  to  twenty-five  in  number,  of  work- 
able feams  ^om  two  to  ten  feet  in  thicknefs.  By  a  crofii 
level  mine  from  the  river,  they  are  wrought  from  the  graft 
downwards  to  the  depth  of  90  yards  perpendicular.-— Thefe 
edge  feams,  from  the  fea  fide  in  the  lands  of  Duddlngfton  in 
the  line  of  their  direAion  (or  ftreak,)  extend  in  a  body  to« 
wards  Linton  in  Tweeddale,  about  12  or  13  miles,  of  which 
the  part  in  this  parifii  is  about  four  miles  in  length. 

On  the  (buth  eaft  fide  of  the  river  the  metals  have  fo  fmall 
a  dip  or  declination,  that  the  coal  there,  of  which  feven  or' 
dght  feams  have  already  been  difeovered,  has  got  the  name 
of  the  fiat  broad  coals.    Their  dip  is  aboiit  one  m  feven  ot 
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Qigbt  Teams  have  ali^ady  been  difcoveredj  has  got  the  name 
of  the  flat  broad  coals;  their  dip  is  about  one  in  feven  or  eight ; 
their  extent  within  the  parifh  from  S.  W.  to  N.  £•  from 
7  to  8  miles  in  length. 

The  whole  of  thefe  metads  within  the  parifh,  and  on  both 
£des  of  .the  rWer,  dip  to  the  S.  E.  but  towards  the  S.  £• 
bpundary,  in  croffing  a  certain  fiippofed  line,  extending  up 
ihe  country  from  the  iea  iide  near  Muflelburgh,  the  feveral 
flrata  are  known  to  take  a  rife  towards  both  fides ;  and  this 
general  line  on  the  face  of  the  country,  correfponding  with 
the  pdfition  of  the  ftrata  below»  has  formed  what  may  be  cal- 
led a  trough.  That  ibme  of  the  uppermoft  Teams  of  coal, 
which  are  known  to  have  a  rife  towards  both  fides,  may  be 
jpreTerved  entire  and  unbroken,  in  their  pafiage  through  this 
trough,  is  not  to  be  doubted;  neither  is  it  to  be  doubted^  that 
ibme  of  the  edge  coals,  after  finking  on  the  N.  do  rife  again 
on  the  S.  fide  of  this  trough,  but  that  they  keep  entire  and 
unbroken  in  their  pafiage  t>elow  this  trough  is  held  to  be 
improbable* 

The  coal  is  diftinguifhed  by  the  terms  of  Tplint  and  rough 
only,  and  poflefles  little  of  the  caking  quality  of  the  NewcaT- 
tie  coaL  The  damps  are  of  the  mephitic  kind,  which  extin- 
guifhes  a  candle.  Inflammable  air  was  never  Teen  in  our  pics. 
Jt  is  not  known  at  what  time  theTe  coals  were  firft  begun  to 
be  taken  out,  but,  in  the  lands  of  Fendrich,  it  mufl  have  been 
above  200  years  ago. 

The  annual  produce  has  fluAuated  much ;  at  an  average, 
it  may  be  ftated  at  30,000  tons,  valued,  at  the  pit-head, 
between  6000 1.  and  7000  L  The  price,  when  delivered  in 
Edinburgh,  will  amount,  including  carriage,  to  1 2,000 1.  or 
14,0001.  There  are  from  90  to  100  colliers,  (pickmen). 
Women  are  flill  employed  as  bearers  below  ground  \  their 
number  may  be  from  130  to  150. 

On  the  boundary  betwixt  this  parifh  and  Libbcrton,  one  of 
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the  edge  coals  has  been  on  fire  for  20  years  paft.  A  far^ 
mer  to  clear  his  land  of  rabbifh,  which  had  remained  after 
an  old  pit  had  been  filled  up*  had  it  gathered  togetheri  and 
burnt  upon  the  top  of  the  pit.  Ttvo  or  three  years  thereafter, 
it  was  difcovered  that  the  fire  had  been  continued  down  the 
pit,  through  the  coal  rubbi(h  with  which  it  hs(d  been  filled 
up,  and  was  found  burning  into  the  waftes  or  excavations 
below.  Many  endeavours  have  been  made  to  have  it  extin* 
guifhed,  but  hitherto  (it  is  feared)  without  effeft,  for  neither 
can  air  be  perfeAly  excluded,  qor  can  the  places  on  fire  be 
any  how  laid  under  Water. 

Population. — In  1791,  this  parifh  contained  rather  more 
than  3000  inhabitants.  ^Thcreturn  to  Dr  Webftcr,  in  175 j, 
was  2190  fouls.  For  this  incrcafc  the  following  rcafons  may 
be  aflSgned,  viz.  ift,  Manufaftures  have  greatly  increafcd, 
particularly  that  of  paper.  2d,  Improvements  of  every  kind 
have  been  carried  on  to  a  great  extent,  which  has  occafioned 
a  greater  demand  for  labourers.  3d,  Some  of  the  proprietors 
have  been  in  the  ufc  of  feuing  ground  for  building  upon, 
which,  added  to  the  plenty  of  coal  in  the  parifh,  has  induced 
ftrangers  to  fettle  in  it. 

Poor,— la  fo  large  and  populous  a  parifli,  the  number  of 
poor  muft  of  courfe  be  confiderable.  There  are,  accordingly, 
'about  50  perfons,  who  receive  a  ftated  allowance  of  from  2S. 
to  4  s.  fir  month,  befides  others  who  are  occafionally  fupplled.  ; 
The  colledlions  at  the  church*  doors,  which  amount  to  up- 
wards of  30 1.  per  annum  v  the  dues  arifing  from  mort-cloths, 
.marriages,  and  fines,  which  may  be  eftimated  at  20 1.  to- 
gether with  the  intereft  of  a  capital  ftock  of  333 1.  6s.  8  d. 
have,  tiU  lately,  been  fufficient  to  nnfwcr  the  demands.  But 
theic  funds  being  now  inadequate  to  the  expenditure,  the  hc- 
Titors  make  up  this  deficiency  by  a  voluntary  contribution. 
This  mode  they  wifdy  prefer  to  an  aflcffmcnt,  a  jncafure 

which 
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H^hich  <HlgIit  always  to  be  avoided,  if  poffiUe,  as  it  never  fails 
to  increafe  the  number  of  claimants.  There  is  a  laudable  fpi- 
rit  in  the  common  people  of  this  country,  which  keeps  them 
from  applying  for  aid  out  of  the  poors  funds,  (o  long  as  thej 
can  do  any  thing  for  themfdves.  This  arifes  Irom  the  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  thefe  funds  depend  for  their  fupply  folelf 
on  the  voluntary  contributions  at  the  church  doors^  Where* 
as,  no  fooner  do  they  find  that  there  is  a  legal  eftabliihment 
in  their  favour,  than  they  apply  for  aid  without  refcrve,  and 
before  they  (land  in  need  of  it  *• 

Eccleftafiical  State  and  Scbool.-^Sit  John  Clerk  of  Penny, 
cuick  is  patron.  The  fiipend  confifts  of  70 1.  16  s.  5^  d.  Ster* 
lingi  44  bolls  2  lippies  of  oats,  and  26  bolls,  1  firiot,  2  lip- 
pies  of  barley.  The  glebe  contains  upwards  of  5  acres  ara- 
ble, beildes  pafture.  The  manfe,  one  of  the  beft  in  the 
country,  was  built  in  1789,  and  coft  500 1.  If  the  fum  es« 
peoded  1q  building  the  manfe  is  a  proof  of  the  liberality  of 
the  heritors,  they  defcrve  no  lefs  credit  from  the  church 
juft  now  ereding,  which,  in  point  of  accommodation,  and 
magnificence  of  ftruAure,  will  far  exceed  any  A^odern  coun* 
try  church  in  Scotland.  The  number  of  diilenters  of  all  dp« 
nominations  is  confiderahle.  The  Cameronians  and  Burgher 
feceders  have  each  of  them  a  meeting-houfe  within  the  pa- 

rifli. 

*  This  parifh  is  conne^ed  with  feveral  charitable  focietiet. 
The  nature  of  thefe  aflbciatto&s  is  this ;  the  paper  makers,  car* 
ters,  and  colliers^  belonging  to  different  adjacent  parifiies,  have 
a  fund  belonging  to  each  profcffion.  Every  perfon,  who  choofes 
to  enter,  pays  fo  much  quarterly  into  this  common  Hock,  and^ 
in  return,  is  entitled  to  a  weekly  allowance  when  difabled  from 
working,  by  ficknefs  or  any  accident.  Thefe  focieties  are  ufefnl 
not  only  for  the  purpofes  of  charity,  but  alfo  for  prcferving  good 
morals  among  their  members,  fince  it  is  one  of  their  eftablifhed 
rules,  that  no  perfou,  who  lies  under  the  imputation  of  any 
crime,. can  receive  aid  from  their  fund. 
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Ti(h.  There  is  a  thriving  fchool  in  the  village  of  Lafwadtf, 
where  Englifhy  Latin,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  mathema- 
tics are  taught  with  fuccers.  The  fchoolmafters  falary  and 
fees  as  fcffion  clerk,  &c.  amount  to  i61.  and  the  profits  of 
his  fchool  to  about  20 1.  per  annum.  He  has  a  good  hovSe, 
which  enables  him  to  keep  boarders. 

Curioftties  and  Antiquities, -^ht  North  £fk  has  a  mod  beaiN 
tiful  run  for  feveral  miles  within  this  parilh.  On*  its  banks 
are  to  be  feen  many  of  thofe  favoured  fpots,  which  nature 
and  art  have  combined  to  adorn  to  an  uncommon  degree. 
The  winding  courfe  of  the  river,  appearing  often  to  lofe  irfelf 
among  the  rocks ;  its  banks,  which  are  remarkably  bold  and 
finely  wooded ;  the  huge  pieces  of  rock  feen  projeding  at  pro- 
per  intervals  from  among  the  trees,  form  an  ailembhge  of 
the  moft  romantic  and  piAurefque  fcenes  that  are  to  be  met 
with  in  the  fonthern  parts  of  Scotland.  In  the  midft  of  this 
beautiful  fcenery,  is  fituated  the  boufe  of  Hawthornden,  re* 
xnarkable  not  only  for  its  having  belonged  to  Drummond  the 
poet  and  hiftorian,  but  alfo  for  the  caves  under  it.  There 
are  various  conjeAures  as  to  the  original  intention  of  thtfe- 
fubterraneous  cavities.  Dr  Stukeley  has  given  credit  to  a  fa- 
bulous tradition,  that  they,  were  a  ftrong  hpld  of  the  PJAiQi 
kings;  and,  accordingly,  one  cave  is  called  the  Kings  Gallery^ 
another,the  Kings  Bed  Chamber,andathird, the  Guard  Room. 
Setting  aCde  this  groundlefs  tradition,  the  moft  probable  opi. 
nion  is,  that  they  were  intende*d  as  places  of  refuge  during 
the  defiruf^ive  wars  that  fubfifted  long  between  the  Englifh  and 
Pi£ts^  or  Englifh  and  Scotch.  Detached  from  the  principal 
caves  there  is  a  fmaller  one,  called  the  Cyprefs  Grove,  where 
Drummond  is  faid  to  have  compofed  many  of  his  poems.  It 
was  in  thefe  caverns  that  the  famous  Sir  Alexander  Ramfay, 
one  of  the  anceftolrs  of  the  D^^ouGe  family,  and  who  per- 
formed 
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fortned  fuch  exploits  of  valour  daring  the  conteft  for  the 
crown  between  Brace  and  Baliol>  ufed  tp  conceal  himfelf. 
Herci  be  was  reforted  to  by  the  young  warriors  of  his  day^ 
who  confidered  it  as  a  neceflary  piece  of  military  education  to 
have  been  of  hb  band  \  and  from  thence  he  fallied  forth  as 
Occafion  prefented  itfelf  %  and  attacked  the  Englifliy  then  in 
pofleflion  of  Edinburgh  f  • 

Near 
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t  About  half  a  mile  above  Hawthomden  (land  the  vener- 
able ruins  of  Roflin.  A  particular  defcription  of  thefe  ruins 
would  be  faperfluous  here,  as  they  are  univerfally  known,  and 
drawings  of  them  are  every  where  to  be  fecn.  They  have  fnf* 
fered  much  within  thefe  40  years.  It  is  uncertain  when  this 
caftle  was  buUt ;  moil  probably  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  i  sth 
century,  when  William  de  Sanfto  Clere,  fon  to  Waldernus  de 
St  Clere,  who  came  over  with  William  the  Conqoeror,  obtain* 
ed  from  Malcolm  Canmore  a  grant  of  the  barony  of  Roflin^ 
No  mention  is  made  of  it  in  hidory,  till  the  reign  of  James  II* 
when  we  read  of  Sir  William  Hamilton  being  confined  there- 
in, for  engaging  in  the  rebellion  which  Earl  Douglas  had  raif* 
ed  againil  that  monarch.  In  1554,  it  was  burnt  by  the  army 
of  Henry  VIII.  along  with  Leith  and  Craigmtllar.  This  caftle 
was  the  ancient  feat  of  the  St  Clere's,  a  family  of  great  note  in 
this  country.  They  had  very  extenfive  pofTefEons,  and  many 
titles  ;  being  Earls  of  Caithness,  and  Orkney,  Dukes  of  Olden- 
burgh,  &c.  and  they  were  for  many  generations  patrons  and 
Grand  Matters  of  roafonry  in  Scotland*  This  honour  was  con- 
ferred upon  them  by  James  IL  and  continued  in  their  family 
till  lately. 

On  the  hill  immediately  above  the  caftle,  is  the  chapel  of  Rof- 
lin, founded  by  William  Earl  of  Caithnefs  and  Orkney,  for  a 
provott,  6  prebendaries,  and  2  finging  boys.  The  founder  en- 
dowed it  with  the  church-lands  of  Pentland,  4  acres  of  land  near 
that  town,  the  kyps  and  8  foums  of  grafs  near  to  Pentland. 
This  chapel  is  a  beautiful  piece  of  Gothic  archite^Mre;  and,  not- 
withdanding  fome  damage  it  fuftained  by  a  mob  in  1688,  is  ftill 
very  entire.  It  is  68  feet  in  length,  34  in  breadth,  and  40  in 
height :  The  roof  is  arched,  and  Supported  by  2  rows  of  pillars. 
It  js  highly  ornamsnted  with  curious  workmanfhip.  The  pre- 
fexit  building  is  only  the  choir  of  a  large  collegiate  church,  that 

was 
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K«4r  the  koofc  ef  Mavi(baiik>  buile  by  tHe  hte  iSiV  Jobtf 

Derkj  is  a  raouot  of  earth  of  confiderable  height^  which  \$ 

fuppofcd 

\^s  intended  to  have  been  built.  Within  the  chapel  is  a  Tanlty 
the  burying  place  of  the  family  of  Roflin,  the  foil  of  which 
is  fo  dry  that  bodies  have  been  found  entire  80  years  after 
their  interment.  They  were  formerly  buried  in  armour^  and 
without  a  coffin.  <  The  late  Rodin/  iays  father  Hay,  in  his 
iA..  S.  Memoirs,  ^  was  the  firft  that  was  buried  in  a  coffin,  con- 
trary to  the  fentimcnts  of  James  VIL  who  was  then  in  Scot- 
land ;'  and  he  adds,  « that  the  great  ezpence  my  mother  wa^  at 
in  burying  her  hufband  occafioned  the  fumptuary  a£ls  that 
were  ip^de  in  the  next  parliament.'  The  village  of  Rodin  was 
^  place  of  confiderable  confequence.  James  II.  ere^led  it  into 
burgh  of  barony  at  Stirling  in  1456,  with  a  weekly  market,  and 
a  yearly  fair. 

Near  to  Roflin  is  the  fcene  of  a  battle  that  was  fought  be- 
twixt the  Enelidi  and  Scotch,  on  the  24th  February  1303.  The 
Englifli  and  Scotch  writers  differ  much  in  their  accounts  of  this 
adion :  Of  which  we  have  from  our  own  hidorians  the  fol- 
lowing particulars.  During  a  truce,  Ralf  Confrey,  treafurer  to 
Edward  I.  invaded  Scotland  at  the  head  of  30000  men,  well 
armed,  and  modly  mounted  on  horieback.  With  a  view  to 
plunder,  he  divided  his  forces  into  three  boclies;  and,  having 
reached  the  neighbourhood  of  Rodin,  encamped  them  in  as 
many  different  dations.  On  hearing  of  this  invafion^  Sir  Sy* 
men  Frazer  and  Sir  John  Cuming,  the  Scotch  generals,  drew 
together  fuch  an  army  as  they  could  muftcr  in  hade,  amount- 
ing to  8coo,  or  at  mod  to  10,000  men.  With  thefe  they  marched 
from  Biggar ;  and  fell  unexpededly  on  the  drft  divifion  of  the  ene- 
my, whom  they  totally  routed,  and  drove  thofe  who  efcaped 
back  on  the  fecond  camp.  Here,  on  the  alarm  being  givcn^ 
the  Englidi  took  to  their  arms,  and  fallied  fbttlLxm.the  Scots, 
'while  they  were  dividing  the  fpoil.  The  condtA  was  again  re- 
newed ;  and  the  Scotch  were  a  fecond  time  vi<5lorious.  Scarce 
had  they  begun  to  refrcdi  themfclves,  after  this  bloody  engage- 
ment, when  a  third  army  appeared  in  view.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  their  courage  began  now  to  fail  them,  already 
faint  and  fatigued  with  the  fervice  they  had  gone  through;  and 
accordingly  it  was  with  difficulty  that  their  commanders  could 
prevail  on  them  to  (land  their  ground.  Animated,  however, 
by  their  harangues  and  the  hope  of  plunder,  they,  a  third  time* 
and  on  the  fame  day,  received  and  routed  a  frelh  body  of  troops, 
and  fuperior  in  number  to  themfelves.  This  engagement  was 
much  f^okcn  of  at  the  time  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
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fuppofed  to  have  been  a  Roman  ftatioD«  It  is  drcuUir  in  iti 
form,  and  begirt  with  ramparts,  now  cot  into  terraces*  Hera 
feveral  articles  of  brafs,  and  of  ancient  form,  have  been  founds 
fnch  as  weapons,  bridle  bits,  chlrorgical  inftrnments,  ftilt» 
fibulae,  &€•  Some  of  thefe  being  Roman,  the  reft  have  been 
confidered  as  fuch  alfo ;  they  are  ftill  to  be  (een  at  P^nnf* 
cnidc.  In  a  nelghbooring  farm  is  a  tumulus,  where  feveral 
trns,  filled  with  burnt  bones,  have  been  dug  up.  Thefe  cir-* 
cnmftances  led  Sir  John  Clerk,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  antiquities  of  this  country,  to  fuppoie  that  this  muft 
have  been  a  Roman  ftation.  And,  jiccoKlingly,  the  late  Gene« 
hil  Roy  has  pointed  it  out  in  his  maps,  as  the  place  where 
the  Romans  pafled  the  North  £&,  in  their  way  from  the 
South  to  Cramond. 

Mtfcellaneous  Oifirvationi.'-^Along  the  banks  of  the  ri^r  is 
a  conftanc  fucceffion  of  gentleman's  feats,  many  of  them  large 
and  excellent  houfes.  Melville  caftle  in  particular,  the  feat 
of  Mr  Dundas,  one  of  his  Majefty's  principal  Secretaries  of 
State,  is  a  noble  building,  and  f uited  to  the  exalted  ftation  of 
its  ownen  It  was  built  a  few  years  ago,  on  the  fcite  of  the 
old  houfe  of  that  name,  which,  tradition  fays,  belonged  to 
David  Rizzio,  and  was  occafionally  inhabited  by  Queen  Mary. 
This  tradition  may  have  taken  its  rife  from  a  circumftance 
mentioned  by  Buchanan,  that  Mary,  wifhing  to  give  her  fa* 
vourite  an  eftablifliment  in  the  country,  and  a  feat  in  the  Con- 
vention, caft  her  eyes  firft  of  all  on  the  lands  of  Melville, 
and  applied  in  the  moft  eameft  manner  to  the  proprietor  to 
give  them  up.  But  the  hiftorian  adds,  that  (he  could  not 
prevail  on  him,  and  that  (he  was  much  offended  at  the  reftifal. 

This  p^i(h  has  the  honour  of  having  given  birth  to  WiL 
liam  Drummond,  author  of  the  hiftory  of  the  5  firft  James's, 
S^id  other  works  of  m^it  ia  profc  and  vcrfe.    He  was  born 
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«t  Hawthornden  on  the  13th  of  February  1585.  The  parti- 
culars of  his  life  are  fo  well  known,  that  it  is  unneceflary  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  them  in  this  place.  His  works,  confider« 
ing  the  period  when  they  were  compofedi  do  honour  to  him- 
felf  and  his  country:  They  difcover  a  mind  highly cukivated^ 
and  of  a  refined  and  elegant  caft.  His  company  was  much 
courted  by  his  cotemporaries.  Ben  Johnfon  came  from  Lon- 
don on  foot,  on  purpofe  to  pafs  fome  weeks  with  him  at  Haw- 
thornden, and  fome  fragments  of  their  converfations  are  to 
be  found  in  his  works.  He  was  zealoufly  attached  to  the 
caufe  of  Charles  I.  and  it  is  faid,  that  the  unhappy  &te  of 
that  monarch  haftened  on  his  own  death,  which  happened  on 
tfie  4th  of  December  i($49.  He  was  buried  in  his  family 
imI<^  in  the  church  of  Lafwade. 
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NUMBER    XXQI. 

PARISH    OF    ANCRUM. 

(Prejbyiery  of  Jedburgh. — Synod  of  Merfe  and  Tu 
vioidale. — County  of  Roxburgh.  J 

By  tie  Reverend  Taou AS  SomervillEj  D.  D.   Minjfier 
of  Jedburgh. 


Extent  and  2Jame. 


THE  parifh  of  Ancnim,  fituatcd  nearly  in  the  center  of ' 
the  county  of  Roxburgh,  ftretches  5  miles  in  length 
upon  the  N.  fide  of  the  river  Tiviot,  which  divides  it  from 
the  pariflies  of  Jedburgh  and  Bedrule.  The  extreme  length 
of  this  diftria  is  not  lefs  than  6  miles,  and  its  breadth  does 
not  exceed  4.— The  name  of  the  village,  Alncromb,  as  it  is 
written  in  ancient  records  *,  fignifics,  as  I  have  been  inform- 
ed,  in  the  Gaelic,  crook  upon  river ;  and  is  exa^ly  defcrip- 
tivc  of  its  fituation  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Ale,  where  the  rivei 
runs  in  a  curve  or  crooked  direftion,  and  the  adjacent  banks, 
to  which  the  village  approaches,  exhibit  the  fide  of  an  cllip- 
fis  The  parifli  of  Langnewton  was  annexed  to  that  of  An- 
crum  in  the  end  of  the  laft  century,  and  forms  the  N.  W- 
and  part  of  the  N.  fide  of  the  parifli,  as  now  defcribed.  The 
river  Me,  iffuing  from  the  loch  of  that  name  in  the  county 
of  Selkirk,  takes  its  courfe  through  this  parifli  from  W,  to 
E.  feparating,  as  I  conjeaure,  the  old  parifli  of  Langnewton ; 
VoL.X-  O^  ^"^ 

•  Sec  Charter  of  William  to  the  Abbey  of  Icdburgh. 
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and  difcharges  itrdf  into  Tiviot  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile 
below  the  village,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  Antrum 
Bridge  on  the  great  road  to  Jedburgh.  This  river  abounds 
with  excellent  trout,  and  affords  better  Tport  to  the  fifhers 
than  any  other  in  this  country. 

Soilf^Jgriculture^  t^c. — ^The  foil,  in  the  lover  grounds  of 
the  parifh  upon  the  fide  of  Tiviot,  is  rich,  confifting  of  a 
mixture  of  fand  and  clay,  and,  in  fome  places,  particularly 
near  the  village,  of  a  loam.  In  every  feafon  it  produces  good 
crops  of  wheat,  barley,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  fown  grafsw 
On  the  higher  ground  or  ridge,  which  pervades  the  parifh 
from  £•  to  W.  and,  on  the  declivities  expofed  to  the  N.  the 
furface  is  a  heath,  wet,  partially  ftony,  covering  a  bottom  of 
cold  clay ;  but  the  flat  ground,  on  both  the  Ancrum  and 
Langnewton  fide  of  Ale,  is  naturally  rich,  though,  being  of  a 
deep  and  fiiff  clay,  it  is  not  fo  eafily  ploughed,  nor  are  the 
returns  fo  certain,  as  in  the  Tiviot  haughs  or  holmes. 

There  was  formerly  a  cooiiderable  extent  of  wood  in  this 
parifh;  but  none  of  long  (landing  remains,  except  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Ale  near  the  village  of  Ancrum,  and  that  which 
is  in  the  environs  of  Ancruni-houfe,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river.  There  are  feveral  young  plantations  of  fir  and 
white  wood  belonging  to  Sir  John  Scott,  Admiral  Elliot,  Sec. 
and  fome,  comprehending  not  lefs  than  100  acres,  upon  the 
eftate  of  Sir  George  Douglas,  in  the  barony  of  Langnewton. 
Thefe  are  all  thriving  ;  and  already  begin  to  embelllfh  the 
afpeft  of  the  country,  which  was  formerly  bleak  and  defolate. 

The  fituaiion  of  Ancrumhoufe,  where,  according  to  tra- 
dition, the  village  formerly  ftood,  is  pifturcfquc  and  attrac- 
tive. The  furrounding  fields  are  beautifully  diverfified  both 
in  figure  and  fiirface.  Spots  of  verdant  lawn,  fomctimcs  le- 
vel and  fometimcs  floping,  craggy  knolls,  fcattcrcd  trees,  and 
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Aeep  banks  updn  the  verge  of  the  river.  In  fome  places  nak- 
ed and  of  broken  furface,  and  in  others  clothed  with  wood, 
exhibit  a  rare  afletnblage  of  romantic  objeds.  The  trees  fof'^ 
rounding  Ancrum-hoofe  deferve  to  be  particularly  diftin- 
gai(hed  in  a  ftatiftical  defcription,  being,  I  believe,  the  oldeft 
and  moft  beautiful  in  this  country.  Th^^y  conHd  of  oaks, 
beech,  elms^  planes,  and  limes  of  a  large  iize  and  budiy  top. 
The  profpcft  from  the  houfc  down  the  vale  of  Tiviot,  and 
bounded  by  the  lofty  mountains  of  Cheviot,  is  grand  and  ex* 
teniive, 

EccUftaJlkal  StaU^  i^c — Sir  John  Scott  is  patron  of  the 
united  pariibes,  and  titular  of  Ancrum.  The  emoluments 
of  the  minifter  of  Ancrum  may  be  moderately  flated  at  the 
value  of  1 50 1,  per  annum.  He  enjoys  no  part  of  the  ilipcnd 
paid  to  the  minifter  of  Langnewton  before  its  annexation. 
The  church  is  in  good  repair.  The  heritors  have  voluntari- 
ly augmented  the  falary  of  the  fchoolmafler;  and  built  a 
fchoolhoufe  larger  and  more  commodious  than  in  any  other 
country  parifli  in  this  prcfbytcry. 

The  poor  arc  maintained  by  a  quarterly  aflciTraent  propor- 
tioned to  the  valued  rent.  The  weekly  colleiiions  in  this 
parifh  are,  I  believe,  difpofed  of  by  the  klrk-iefEon  for  inte» 
rim  fupply  \  and,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  the  late  incum* 
bent,  contribute  more  cfFcftually  in  this  way  to  alleviate  the 
quarterly  aflcffments,  than  by  paying  the  one  half  of  them  to 
the  colleilor  for  the  poor,  as  is  the  cafe  in  other  parifhes. 
The  laft  quarterly  afleffmcnt  was  at  the  rate  of  3  s.  6  d.  per 
quarter  on  each  hundred  pounds  Scotch  of  valued  rent,  and 
the  number  of  the  poor  upon  the  roll  24. 

Population.^^hn  enumeration  of  the  people  has  been  late- 
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If  made  by  the  rchoolmafter  for  the  purpofis  of  this  work, 
and  ftands  as  follows : 

Males  in  Ancrum  pariOi  *  -  .        .  337 

Females  In. ditto  -^  r  ^  .  387 

Children  under  10  years  •  •  •  223 

Total  -  -  -  ...  P47 

Males  in  Langnewton  pariih  ^  •  ^  6c^ 

Females  in  ditto  -  -         -  -  •  82 

Children  under  10  years  -  ...  48 

Total  -  -  -  -  -  >99 

Total  in  both  pariflies  1 146 

The  return  to  Dr  Wcbftcr  in  1755  was  1066  fouls. 

From  the  report  of  the  grave-digger  in  Ancrum,  who 
keeps  an  exa6t  lift  of  all  the  funerals,  it  appears  that,  during 
the  lad  eight  years  he  has  been  in  that  office,  they  amount 
precifely  to  200 ;  but  this  relates  only  to  the  old  parifh  of 
Ancrum-  There  is  .a  church-yard  in  Langnewton  where  the 
inhabicatits  of  that  didridt  are  buried,  and  fome  in  both  the 
di(lri£ls  of  Ancrum  and  Langnewton  are  buried  in  neigh- 
bouring parifhes. — ^Thcre  are  many  Seceders  adhering  to  the 
Burgher,  Antiburgher,  and  Relief  congregations,  in  Jed- 
burgh \  but  the  generality  of  the  people  continue  in  the  efta- 
blifhment. 

Heritors^  Value  of  Land^  Improvements^  &fr. — The  Duke  of 
Roxburgh,  Sir  John  Scott,  Sir  George  Douglas,  Admiral 
Elliot,  IVIr  Carre  of  Cavers,  Major  Bennet  of  Sandhill,  Mr 
Ogilvie  of  Cheders,  and  Mifs  Stewarts,  are  condderable  he. 
ritors.  There  are  feveral  fmall  heritors,  and  fome  feuers  in 
the  village  of  Ancrum,  who  pofleft  farms  of  a  few  acres  con- 
tiguous to  their  own  ;>roperty ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  the 
land  in  this  parith  is  let  in  large  farms,  though  not  fo  large 
as  in  the  neighbourhood.    The  moft  confiderable  part  of  the 

farms 
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farms  m  this  parMh  is  ploaghedr  though  a'few  cattle  and 
iheep  are  alfo  kept  on  them.  A  great  proportion  of  the 
land  is  inclorea»  partly  with  dry  fione  dikes,  but  moftly  with 
ditch  and  hedge ;  and  fome  cattle  and  fheep  are  fattened 
upon  turnips  and  grafi  for  the  market*  Some  of  the  largeft 
and,  befl  cultivated  farms  in  this  parifli  are  let  at  1  \.per  acre, 
aud  grafs  inclofures^  for  the  fummcr  only,  have  been  let  at 
the  rate  of  two  guineas  per  acre$  in  the  open  muiriand 
ground,  the  rent  cannot  be  eiHmated  at  more  than  4  s.  or  5  t. 
per  acre.  The  valued  re^nt  of  the  united  pariQies  of  Ancruai 
and  Langnewton  amounts  to  1 2,3  ja  1.  2  s.  Scotch,  and  the 
real  rent  exceeds  4000  L  Sterling. 

Minerals y  (5*^:.— There  are  feveral  freeftone  quarries  in  this 
parilh.  The  ftone  is  ealily  wrought  and  of  a  durable  quali- 
ty, as  appears  from  its  entire  ftate  in  fome  of  the  oldeft 
buildings.  Shell  marl  has  been  found  in  different  moffes, 
and  particularly  on  the  eftate  of  Belches,  belonging  to  Mr 
Carre  of  Cavers,  where  it  has  been  ufcd,  and  has  contribute 
ed  to  the  improvement  of  the  neighbouring  farms.  There 
^re  two  bridges  over  the  river  Ale  in  this  pariQi ;  one  at  the 
church,  which^is  narrow,  and  feems  to  have  been  intended 
principally  for  the  convenience  of  the  parifliioners  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  river  \  the  other  was  ere£led  about  twenty 
years  ago  a  little  below  the  village ;  and  has  greatly  contrl-* 
buted  not  only  to  the  accomuiodation  of  the  immediate 
neighbourhood,  but  to  that  of  the  pariihes  weft  of  Ancrum^ 
by  rendering  their  communication  with  Jedburgh,  Kelio,  and 
the  Merfe,  at  all  times  certain  and  fafe.— -There  is  a  lintmill, 
built  fome  years  ago  by  Sir  John  Scott,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Ancrum ;  and,  as  there  is  not  another  within  many  miles, 
it  meets  with  good  encouragement,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will 
promote  the  cukure  of  an  article  which  has  hitherto  beea^ 
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left  attaided  to  in  this  oouotry  than  in  other  parts  of  Scot* 

There 

•  The  Roman  road  from  York  to  the  Frith  of  Forth,  after 
paffing  thit»Qgh  the  north  eaft  i>art  of  the  patiih  of  Jedburgh, 
cuts  a  fmall  part  of  the  north  corner  of  Ancrum.  Upon  the 
top  and  decliyitj  of  the  hill  eaftwardy  on  the  border  of  Maxton 
parifh,  veftiges  of  a  Roman  camp  may  ftill  be  traced.  The 
ridge  in  the  pariA  of  Ancnim,  over  vhich  the  prefent  road  to 
Edinburgh  paffes,  is  at  the  diflance  of  about  a  quarter  or  half  a 
miJe  weft  of  the  line  of  the  Roman  road*  It  is  called  Liliard's 
Edge,  from  a  lady  of  that  name,  who,  upon  an  invadon  of  the 
Englifti  during  the  regency  of  the  Earl  of  Arran*  fought  with 
mafculine  bravery,  and  fell  under  many  wounds  upon  this  fpot, 
confecrated  to  her  memory.  As  the  Englifh,  commanded  by 
Lord  Rivers,  were  repulfed,  though  their  numbers  were  fupe- 
rior,  courtefy  snuft  incline  us  to  fuppofe,  that  the  high  fpirited 
and  animating  example  of  our  Scottifli  Amazon  chiefly  contri- 
buted to  the  glory  and  triumph  of  the  day. 

The  mod  venerable  fragment  of  anctquity  in  the  parilh  is  the 
Maltan  wall  or  walls,  upon  a  rifmg  ground  at  the  bottom  of  the 
village  of  Ancrum,  clofe  to  the  fide  of  the  river,  where  it  turns 
its  courfe  towards  the  S.  E.  Thefe  walls  were  ftrongly  built 
of  done  and  lime  in  the  figure  of  a  parallelogrami  and,  afcend- 
ing  on  one  fide  from  the  plain  adjacent  to  tlie  river,  were  cod* 
fiderably  higher  than  the  fummit  of  the  hill  which  they  inclofe; 
but  are  now  levelled  with  its  furface,  and  a  fmalf  part  of  them 
remain.  Vaults  or  fubterraneous  arches  have  been  difcovered 
in  the  neighbouring  ground,  and  underneath  the  area  inclifed 
by  the,  building.  Human  bones  are  dill  found  by  perfons 
ploughing  or  digging  in  the  plain  at  the  fide  of  the  river,  which 
is  an  evidence  of  its  having  been  formerly  occupied  as  burying* 
ground.  The  name,  which  thefe  walls  ftill  retain,  gives  the  co* 
lour  of  authenticity  to  a  tradition  generally  received  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  that  the  building,  and  furrounding  fields, 
had  been  vefted  in  the  Knights  of  Malta,  or  Knights  Hofpi- 
taliers  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  who,  upon  account  of  their 
fplendid  auhievements  and  meritorious  fervices  in  the  holy 
wars,  had  acquired  property  even  in  the  moft  remote  kingdoms 
of  Chriftendom.  On  the  banks  of  the  Ale^  below  the  Houfe  ot 
Ancrum,  there  were  feveral  caves  or  recefTes,  and  not  lefs  than 
fifteen  itiay  be  ftill  pointed  out.  In  ibme  of  them  there  are  al- 
io vefttges  of  chimneys  or  fire  places,  and  holes  for  the  paflaae 
of  finoke  from  the  back  part  of  the  cave  to  the  outflde  of  the 

bank. 
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There  were  formerly  msiny  mak-kiliiB  ia  tlie  vlUi^ge  of 
Antrum.  Old  people  fpecify  the  number  of  eightcea  o^ 
twenty  having  been  in  conftant  occupation  in  the  days  of 
their  fathers}  an  evidence  of  the  extent  of  the  contrabsgid 
trade  carried  qq  by  the  Scottifb  border trs  previom  to  the 
union. 

Mifidlatumu  ObJervatians.^-JChe  people^  in  geoeralj  are  in«. 
duftriousi  healtfayi  and  robuft;  and  there  have  beto  itiftances 
of!  extraordinary  longevity  in  this  a^  well  as  in  neighbouring 
parilhesy  though  it  is  remarkable  that  no  pcrfon  now  living 
in  it  exceeds  the  age  of  feventy  five.  Mr  Cranfiouni  the  laft 
incumbent  but  one,  attained  to  the  age  of  eighty  four,  dur- 
ing fifty  feven  years  of  which  period,  he  had  beea  minifter 
of  the  pariOi ;  and  he  and  his  (on  were  the  only  Prefbyte- 
rian  incumbeats  in  Ancmm  firom  the  Revolution  till  Janiikry 
1790,  a  faft  that  probably  has  not  a  parallel  ia  any  other 
part  of  Scotland.  The  late  Mr  Cranftoun,  during  the  firft 
fifty  years  of  his  mioiftry^  had  never  been  rendered  iocapaUe 
of  performing  his  duty  by  indifpofition.  Though,  for  the 
laft  (even  years  of  his  life,  from  the  increafing  infirmities  of 
age,  he  found  it  convenient  to  accept  of  the  occafional  affile 
tance  of  his  brethern ;  and  difcontinued  preaching  altogether 
the  two  laft,  being  regularly  fuppUed  by  an  afiiftant  at  his. 
own  expence,  yet  his  health  was  (bund,  and  his  mental  facul* 
ties  entire  and  vigorous.    A  comprehcnfive  underftanding, 

and 

bank.  From  tbefe  appearances,  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that, 
though  thefe  caves,  fo  frequently  found  on  the  banks  of  rivers 
in  border  counties,  were  originally  intended  for  places  of  con- 
cealment and  (belter^  yet,  after  the  happy  event  which  put  an 
end  to  interior  violence  and  depredation,  they  Were  probably 
affumed  by  the  poorer  dafles  for  places  of  habitation,  and  im* 
proved  by  fuch  farther  accommodations  as  the  rude  or  fimplo 
uftc  of  the  times  required. 
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and  4  penetrating  difcemoxent  of  charaAers/  iasprovcd  bj  a 
widQ  cpoipaTs  of  obfervation  *,  great  facility  and  force  of  ex- 

preffioOf 

*  Reflcifliog  upon  the  information  and  pleafure  derived  from 
mj  interconriS  with  Mr  Cranftonn,  1  embrace  this  opportnnity 
of  recommending  to  young  perfons,  who  are  inquifitive  for 
knowl'  tlge»  to  reverence  the  hoary  head,  to  court  the  company 
and  converfation  of  thofe  whofe  wifdom  has  been  enriched  and 
drgnified  by  the  experience  of  multiplied  years.  If  this  advice 
were  more  ftridly  attended  to,  interefttng  anecdotes,  and  valu- 
able information,  which  elude  the  notice  of  general  hiftory, 
while  th^y  are  recent  and  familiar,  would  often  be  conveyed  by 
authentic  tradition ;  and  acquiring  importance  from  the  rapid  and 
ftrange  vicifiitudes  they  exhibit,  as  well  as  from  their  contraftand 
connexion  with  modern  events  and  manners,  would,  at  length, 
enter  into  record,  and  be  refcued  from  the  gulph  of  oblivion. 
By  accumulating  a  ftore  of  fads,  our  views  of  paft  hiftory 
would  become  more  corre<5t  and  enlarged;  and  the  fpeculations 
of  the  philofopher  and  politician,  relative  to  future  events,  and 
to  meafures  affeding  the  intereils  of  poderity,  would  be  found- 
ed upon  the  mod  folid  bafis. 

The  plan  of  this  ftatiftical  hiftory  feems  well  calculated  to 
fupply  what  has  hitherto  been  a  defideratum  in  literature;  and,  in 
the  eftimation  of  future  generations,  the  locality  and  minutenef^ 
of  the  ctrcumdances  which  it  contains,  will  conftitute  not  the 
foialleft  part  of  its  incerefl  and  utility.  Enlightened  by  fuch 
inllrudion,  we  are  enabled  to  invcftigate  the  fources  of  preju- 
dices and  cuftoma,  the  elements  of  charaders  and  manners,  and 
the  caufes  of  events,  of  which,  otherwife,  we  are  utterly  at  a  lofs 
to  giv<^any  explanation  or  account.  I  illuftrate  this  obferva- 
tion by  a  fad  ftridly  pertinent  to  my  prefent  argument.  There 
are  few,  perhaps  none  in  this  pariHi,  who  have  heard  of  the  per- 
fecution  of  Mr  Livingfton  the  minifter  of  Ancrum  after  the  Re- 
ftoration.  He  was  univerfaliy  refpeded  in  the  church  for  his 
piety  and  for  his  popular  talents  as  a  preacher,  and  dearly  be- 
loved by  his  flock.  He  was  banifhed  in  his  old  age,  becaufe  he 
could  not,  in  his  confcience,  conform  to  Epifcopal  government^ 
and  keep  the  King's  fads.  Many  of  his  peopk  ihared  the  fame 
fate ;  and  in  that  number  iomt,  boys,  becaufe  they  adhered  to 
his  principles,  and  were  guilty  of  rudenefs  to  the  curate  who 
was  appointed  his  fuccefTor.  But,  though  the  flory  is  not  re- 
membered, the  tE^Si%  of  it  are  dill  permanent  and  operative, 
and  an  antipathy  to  every  form  and  inditution  fuppofed  to  be 
derived  from  Epifcopacy,  has  been  indllled  with  the  rudiments 

of 
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yreffion^  with  good  humour  and  afiabillty,  rendered  his  con- 
^rerfation  fiogularly  inftru£tive  and  pleaiant. 

of  education,  and  fofters  prejadices 'which  ve  behold  with  can* 
dour  and  allowance,  when  acquainted  with  the  grounds  on 
;which  they  were  originally  founded. 

In  a  moral  and  rdtgious  view,  the  knowledge  of  Jocal.Tads 
is  important,  for  enabling  us  to  form  a  proper  eiiimate  of  privi- 
leges peculiar  to  our  own  thmes.  It  is  certainly  more  fafe  and 
candid  to  compare  our  political  condition  with  that  of  oar  fa- 
thersy  than  with  refined  and  viBonaxj  theories  of  perfedion' 
which  never  exifted  in  any  preceding  age.  The  peace  and  li- 
berty which  we  enjoy,  contrafted  with  the  perfecution  and  ty- 
ranny under  which  they  fufiered,  are  the  mod  obvious  and  for- 
cible arguments  for  loyalty  to  our  Sovereign,  a  reverence  for 
our  lawsy  attachment  to  our  conftitution,  and  gratitude  to 
heaven 
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PARISH   OFCI^TNE. 

CPreJbpery  of  Domocb.'-^ynod  of  Staberland  and 
Caitbnefs. — County  of  Sutherland.) 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Walteh  Ross. 


THE  parifli  of  Qyne  feems  to  have  got  its  name  froip 
the  Kirfctown  of  the  pariflf ,  which  is  fituated  on  a  de- 
f:Uvit7i  and  was  called  Clyne  from  the  Celtic  word  claonodh 
or  inclining.  The  inhabited  part  of  it  extends  in  length, 
from  the  N.  W.  to  the  S.  £•  about  24  meafured  miles*  Its 
greateft  breadth,  near  the  N.  W.  boundary,  extends  about  8, 
and  on  the  S.  or  S.  £.  aloQg  the  (hore,  about  4  meafured 
miles.  The  form  of  the  parifh  is  a  trapezium.  "V^hat  m^y 
be  called  the  Lowlands  extends  along  the  (hore  about  3  mea- 
fured miles,  and  towards  the  hill  from  the  (hore,  its  greateft 
extent  is  about  i  \  mile,  in  fome  prts  not  exceeding  \  mile. 

Pepulathn,  CattU,  tsfc. — ^The  Lowland  track  contains  about 
700  inhabitants ;  the  remaining  Highland  part  about  960. — 
The  Highland  part  of  the  pariQi  breeds  all  thedomeftic  animals, 
viz.  horfes,  black  cattle,  flieep^  and  goats*  No  hogs  are 
ireared  for  exportation,  but  many  by  the  inhabitants  for  their 
pwn  ufe,  which  they  fell  to  one  another  at  no  contemptible 
prices.    Betwiit  400  an4  500  black  cattle  are  exported  yearly 

^oqi 


^cfm  the  piarlihj  being  fold  to  drovers  for  the  fouth  of  Scot- 
landt  and  for  England.  Ttiis  trade,  howeveri  is  not  yet  well 
tiQderftoiOd  or  catried  on  tindef  prop^  regulationsi  feveral ' 
dealers  having  of  late  foiwd  meansi  after  getting  pofieflioa 
of  the  caftlej  to  eirade  payment  of  the  greateft  part  of  the 
price«  This  has  been  the  fource  of  incredible  conftifion  and 
difirefs  for  a  number  of  ye^^  pafl»  atid  the  inhabitants  of  thit 
pariih  have  foffered  deeply  their  own  fhare  of  the  pnUie  cala^ 
xnity.  The  dependence  of  the  Highland  part  of  the  pariOi 
for  paying  their  rent,  and  fappor|idg  their  famillesi  U  upon 
the  prckluee  of  their  flocks  apd  herds* 

Statijlical  Table. 
iSTuihber  of  inhabitants  Horfes  in  tht  parifli    •    700 


,  .  in  »755 
Number  of  iohabitanM 

in  1793 

BaptUmsin  1782 

1406 
1660 

SO 

59tV 

Milch  coWs            -*         570. 
Sheep,  without  a  iheep 

farmi        -        ^        400a 
Goats         -          -          4M 

[                    rage   of    ii    years 
froni    1782*    to 
1792        .        . 

Mahu/a^fures,  CofHrmrcif  tffc, — Very  little  induftry  in  ma- 
Aufafhires  has  hitherto  been  introduced  among  the  inhabit 
tants.  Two  gentlemen  have  of  late  fet  up  a  retail  (hop  at 
Brora*  They  give  out  lint  to  be  fpun,  which  is  of  ufe 
throughout  this  pariih  and  the  i^hole  countrfi  employing  be- 
twixt 

*  From  the  obftinacy  of  the  people,  and  their  reludlance  to 
pay  the  tax,  as  well  as  the  many  burying* grounds  in  the  pariAy 
it  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  bnrials. 
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twixt  2000  and  3000  fpinnert.  The  yarn  is  fent  fbutb  to  be* 
manufafhired.  Salt  pans  were  fet  agoing  at  Brora, -and  great 
quantities  made  and  exported  by  a  company  from  Portfoy,  ia 
the  time  of  the  late  Earl  of  Sutherland.  This  work  was  di& 
continued  about  16  years  ago  on  account  of  the  duty  on  the 
coal,  the  Team  found  in  the  parifh  being  of  a  fulphureous  qua* 
lity.  It  is  to  be  wiflicd  that  it  were  renewed  with  gveater  vi« 
gour. 

ici/f  Produce,  £5*^.— It  Is  to  be  regretted  that  we  are  far  be* 
hind  our  neighbours  in  Rofsfhire  in  the  article  of  rearing' 
linti  though  our  foil  and  climate  feem  to  be  very  well  adapt- 
ed to  its  cultivation.  The  inhabitants  upon  the  coaft  are 
chiefly  farmers ;  they  fow  principally  bear,  and»  for  alternate 
crops,  oats  and  peafe.  About  the  year  1756,  planting  of  po** 
tatoes  was  introduced,  and  is  ftiU  praAifed  throughout  the 
whole  parifli  with  great  advantage.  Every  farmer  has  gene« 
rally  one  half  of  his  pofleffion  under  bear,  and  plants  pota* 
toes-  in  that  half  which-  was  formerly  allotted  for  pcafe  and 
oats.  The  bear  land  on  the  coaft  fide  is  generally  manured 
with  fea  weed  or  ware.  There  is  hardly  any  fuch  thing  as- 
leaving  any  fpot  of  land  or  ground,  capable  of  culture,  ley,  or 
in  any  way  of  fummer  fallow.  In  (bort  very  little  progrefs 
in  improvement  has  been  made ;  partly  owing  to  the  preju- 
dices of  the  people  for  old  cuftoms,  and  partly  to  the  reluc- 
tance that  the  managers  of  the  affairs  of  the  Sutherland  fa- 
mily have*  always  (hown  to  granting  of  leafes.  The  a;verage 
produce  from  bear,  on  the  coaft,  is  ti" returns;  of  oats  and 
peafe  betwixt  4  and  5.  In  the  Highland  parts  little  is  fown,  and 
that  only  in  choice  fpots  laborloufly  manured  and  thinly  fown, 
by  which  means  the  returns  are  frequently  10  or  12  feeds. 
What  may  appear  aftonifhing  is,  that,  in  many  fpots,  uninter- 
mitted  crops  of  bear  are  taken  without  reft  or  change  in  the 
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memory  of  man. — The  climate  is  wholefome.  The  prevailing 
difeafes  arei  coughs,  colds,  and  rheumatifm  Of  late  the 
Coughs  have  frequently  terminated  in  confiimptionsj  and 
there  are  inftances  of  dropiy. . 

i  Fi/berus^  i^c. — There  is  a  tolerable  harbour  for  boats  and 

I  imali  ihips  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Brora,  which  ieems 

ro  have  given  rife  to  the  Merchant  Company  before  men- 
tinned,  who  import  goods  from  London  and  Abexdeen,  and 
export  lineo*yam  manufa£hired  from  imported  lint,  and  kelp 
made  on  the  fhores  of  this,  and  the  neighbouring  pariOies  of 
Loth  and  Golipie,  of  which  one  of  the  partners  has  had  a. 
tack  for  fome  time  paft.  Such  of  the  inhabitants  as  are  con- 
tiguous to  the  fea,  fifh  in  fmall  boats  with  hand  lines  la 
fummer,  and  are  generally  very  fuccefsful.  It  is  to  be  re-* 
gretted  that  there  is  not  a  icheme  laid  to  carry  on  the  fiOiing 
on  a  more  extenfive  fcale.  The  fca,  and  even  the  very  fliorcs, 
abound  with  excellent  fiih  *,  fo  that  our  more  induRrious> 
neighbours,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Frith,  come  to  our 
coaft  and  fiOi  during  the  fummer  fcafon,  to  great  advan- 
tage. They  frequently  land  their  boats  in  our  harbours, 
'  bait  their  lines,  and  never  return   home  until  they  have  a 

load  of  excellent  fifli.  In  the  midft  of  the  river  Brora,  the 
cruives^for  intercepting  the  fiih,  and  the  fiihing  on  that  river, 
though  its  run  is  only  3  miles,  is  let  to  a  company  at  looL 
Sterling.  The  Highland  part  of  this  parifb,  in  common  with 
the  other  Highlands  of  this  country,  is  well  provided  in  ex- 
ceUenr  peats  for  fuel,  and  the  coaft  fide  is  furni(hed  with  that 
ufeful  commodity  in  greater  abundance  than  the  neighbour- 
ing pariihes* 

There  is  a  ipot  of  dry  ground  near  Brora  which  turns  out 
to  little  account  at  prefent,  but  would  anfwer  extremely  well 
for  a  fifliing  village,  or  for  carrying  on  a  manufa£hire.  There 
are  joiners^  coopersi  taylors,  weavers,  fhoemakers,  fmiths, 

wheelwrights, 
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wheelwrights,  (no  gardners,}  in  the  parifli  i  but  it  cao  ha'rdt- 
}f  be  faid  that  any  of  thefe  carry  on  bufinefs  to  any  great  pur« 
pofe^  or  live  entirely  by  their  craft.  There  is  one  good  miln 
on  the  coaft  fide,  and  fix  equally  good  in  the  heights ;  as  alfo 
three  of  the  kind  called  Highland  milns,  whofe  wheels  re« 
tolve  in  a  horizontal  direction. 

JSm/—- The  writer  cannot  at  prefent  afcertain  theetaft 
contents  of  the  arable  paft  of  the  pariib  in  fquare  meafure^ 
nor  even  the  valued  rent  or  real,  ezaAly  i  he  thinks  the  real 
rent  will  amount  to  330  bolls  of  viAuali  and  about  500L 
Sterling. 

EccleftaJHcal  &taU,  Poor^  i^c — ^The  prefent  ftipend  is  exaft- 
ly  80  boUs  vidual,  and  22  L  4  s.  Sterling.  It  was  fettled  inf 
1 722.  The  incumbent  has  commenced  a  proceft  of  aug- 
mentation. There  is  nio  fund  for  the  poor,  except  the  week- 
}y  colieftions,  which  are  very  fmall,  and  inadequate  to  the  fup-^ 
ply  of  the  few  poor ;  but  this  defeat  is  re^medicd  by  the  alms 
given  by  the  inhabitants  to  the  begging  poor,  at  mi}ns,  and 
their  feveral  dwcHings.  There  are  no  religious  fe£b  in  the 
parifli.  All  the  inhabitants  profefs  the  eftabliihed  religion,  and 
attend  public  worfliip  in  the  parifit  church.  There  is  a  preach- 
ing place,  at  the  dxftance  of  about  8  miles  from  the  chnrch, 
called  Afchoile,  upon  loch  Brora,  where  of  hte  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  pari(h  have  begun  to  bury  their  dead.  The  mi- 
oifter  ufua}ly  performs  public  woffliip  the^e  every  fourth 
Sabbath;  but,  as  the  houfe  at  prefent  is  in  difrepair,  he  can- 
not attempt  public  fervice  there,  but  in  favourable  weather. 
There  is  no  legal  parifh  fchool,  but  there  is  a  pari(h  (chool«» 
mafter  with  100  merks  of  falary,  who  teaches  children  read- 
ing, writing,  and  a  little  arithmetic,  in  his  own  houfe.  There 
is  no  fociety  fchool  noWj  but  there  was  one  in  Strathbrora  for 

mapj 
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aany  yetrs,  which  -was  of  uAfpeakable  adTatitsge  to  all  the 
inhtUtants  of  that  diftriA  of  the  partCh.  And  the  parilh  novr 
Vaats  a  benefit,  that  the  pcdple  ftand  much  in  need  of,'  va- 
lue  much,  and  wiould  do  any  thing  in  their  power  to  obtain. 

Appearance  ef  the  Country^  l^c. — Loch  Brora  is  a  beautiful 
iheet  of  water,  eatending  in  length  4  meafurcd  milesv  and 
scara  mite  in  breadth^  At  two diff<:rent  places  it  is  fo  contrac- 
ted as  tor  exhibit  the  appearance  of  three  lochs.  It  abounds 
M^h  fal.Tion,  jar,  and  other  trOut  of  different  kinds.  Nea? 
it  oil  both  fides  are  lofty  mountains^  at  the  feet  of  which  are 
fome  beautiful  vilhqges,  and  feverai  kinds  of  natural  wood, 
^biefly  belonging  to  Gordon  of  Carrail.  The  woods  make  a 
very  pt€ture(qae  appearance  both  in  fommer  and  winter  *- 

On 

•  jfnOquifiej.r^ThfTQ  is  a  fuper-ftru6larc  of  dry  ftone  work, 
which  bears  the  refembiance  of  an  ancient  work,  and  forms  an 
i^and  in  the  middle  of  the  loch,  at  a  confiderable  diHance  from 
the  fliore,  furroundcd  by  deep  water.  Tradition  relates,  that  the 
Hland  is  artifkrally  conftrudted,  on  an  immenfe  collcdion  cf 
(iones  brought  there,  fo  well  feleded  and  wrought,  that  it  muft 
have  been  a  place  of  great  fecurity  before  the  invention  of  fire 
arms.  The  fignrc  of  the  ifland  is  an  obloftg  fquare,  confifting 
pf  two  inferior  fquares  of  70  feet  diameter,  it  was  divided  into 
two  parts  ;  one  half  appropriated  for  lodgings  in  time  of  war  ; 
the  other  half  laid  out  for  the  advantage  ota  garden.  The  walls 
are  ftiil  pretty  high,  and  afcend  perpendicularly  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  without  a  veftige  of  the  ifland  behind  th.:m, 
and  are  only  accefiible  by  two  flairs  which  fronted  the  S.  and  £. ; 
fo  that  with  plenty  of  Rores  and  the  fifhing  of  the  loch,  abound- 
ing with  falmon,  trout,  and  eel,  the  place  was  rendered  impregna- 
ble when  properly  defended.  Among  many  reports  of  the  good 
■purpofes  of  this  ifland,  there  is  one  traditionary  (lory  repeated 
with  jpleafureby  the  inhabitants  to  this  day.  They  tell  that,  on 
a  certain  occafion,  the  neighbourhood  was  fuddenly  invaded  by 
la  numerous  army  of  Caithnefs  men,  which  they  were  not  pre- 
pared to  refift.  Upon  this  occafion  they  fled  to  the  ifland  for  an 
afylum,  where  tl^ey  were  fecure  from  the  alfaults  of  the  enemy- 
Upon  this,  the  invaders  were  fo  enraged,  that  they  attempted 
jclaniiog  Dp  the  parrow  mouth  of  the  (och,  at  which  the  river 
'  breaks 


304  SiatyiUal  jLcount , 

On  the  feath  fide  of  Loch  Brora,  there  is  a  hill  called 
Craig  Bar, fortified  with  a  ditchof  circumvaUati^D.  It  is  a  fteep 
and  rocky  precipice,  every  way  uaaccefiible,  but  by  a  narrow 
neck  of  land  between  it  and  a  neighbouring  hilU  It  contains 
about  8  acres  of  land,  and  could  be  eaiily  defended  againft 
any  number  of  aflatlants.  It  has  probably  taken  its  name 
from  fome  captam  of  the  name  of  Bar,  who  pofleiTed  it  aaa 
firong  hold.  ^  There  are  feveral  Pittifli  buildings  on  each  fide 
of  the  loch,  forming  a  communication  from  the  coaft  to  the 
northern  fide  of  the  peninfiila.  One  village  on  the  north 
fide  pi  the  loch  bears  the  name  of  the  famous  kohirakill^ 
for  it  is  called  Kilchahimkill,  It  feems  to  have  been  a  confe- 
crated  pbce  of  intertxient,  and  to  have  derived  its  name  from 
fome  faint  or  hero  buried  in  it.  In  diggijig  feme  ground  at 
chat  place  a  cemetery  was  found,  that  contained  large  human 
bones,  upon  which  a  fiop  was  put  to  the  digging  there.  At 
fome  little  diftance  from  it,  a  year  or  two  ago,  a  gentleman 
making  out  part  of  the  high  road,  found  a  ftone  crois,  which 
was  immediately  ere£led  in  the  place  where  it  was  found,  and 
is  ftill  to  be  feen  there.  There  is  another  kill  or  cell  on  the 
fame  fide  of  the  loch,  called  Eillean,  which  implies  that  it 
was  the  burying  place  of  John ;  there  are  alfo  two  other 
places  above  the  loch  called  Killpheader,  or  the  burying 
ground  of  Peter ;  the  word  kill  or  cell  in  the  Celtic  language 
fignifying  a  narrow  place  or  the  grave*    Moft  of  the  plains  in . 

the 

breaks  out^  and  had  made  fuch  progrefs  in  the  work,  that  the 
iflanders  were  obliged  to  cake  to  their  boats  in  the  night.time» 
to  accomplifh  their  efcape ;  but,  being  purfaed,  they  would  lutve 
all  periihed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  feafonable  afliftance  of  the 
Clan  Gun,  who  had  marched  from  Stralhulie  upon  hearing  oi 
the  danger  of  their  countrymen.  The  Caithnefs  men,  in  confe* 
quence  of  this  affiflance,  met  with  a  toul  defeat;  and  the  part 
of  the  river,  or  loch,  at  which  they  had  been  employed,  retains 
to  this  day  the  name  of  D^man  or  Davan^  which  fignifies  a  dan}. 
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'  Ac  pariOi  on  of  near  the  coaft,  that  have  not  been  cultivated, 
fccm  evidently  to  have  been  the  fcenes  of  battles^  as  they  arc 
full  of'tumuli^' containing  human  bones* 

Rivers^  Bridges^  fe'r.-^ScVcral  finall  ftrcams  from  the 
neighbouring  mountains  and  glens  fiifl  into  the  Loch  of  3r»- 
ra:  The  moft  confiderable  of  them  is  a  Imall  river  that  runs 
from  the  N.  W.  taking  its  rife  in  the  forcft  of  Clcbrig  in  the 
parifli  of  Far,  and,  paiEng  through  the  north  part  of  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Rogart,  is  called  the  Water  of  Shiberfcrofs ;  and  an- 
other ftream  rifes  at  the  N,  E.  from  the  foreft  of  Binoraiine, 
in  the  extremity  of  this  parifh,  both  which  meet  at  a  village 
called  Kilphidder  More,  and  fail  together  into  the  northmoit 
end  of  Loch  Brora.-«-'rhere  are  no  bridges  worth  mention- 
ing, on  any  of  the  numerous  burns  or  rivers  in  the  parifh, 
except  one  on  the  river  at  Brora,  about  a  furlong  above  the 
place  where  it  falls  into  the  fea  on  the  high  road  to  Caichnefs* 
and  Orkney.  Even  this  bridge,  important  as  it  is  to  the 
public,  is  in  a  ftate  of  great  difrepair.  The  fea  at  full  tide 
runs  up  in  the  river  far  above  tl^e  bridge;  and,  at  low  water, 
it  is  four  fathoms  deep  immediately  below  it. 

Mines  J  Minerals,  Ssf^.— There  feem  to  be  mines  of  coal  on 
the  coafti  pits  of  which  have  been  at  different  times  opened  at 
BrcHra,  and  wrought  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, as  well  as  at  different  periods  iince,  when  coal  has  been 
found  and  exported  to  different  places  on  the  Murray  and 
Crpmarty  Friths.  All  along  the  coaff  there  are  rocks  of  free- 
ilone,  whence  the  hewo-flone  work  of  all  the  houfes  m  the 
neighbourhood,  as  well  as  grave-ftones  and  pavement,  are 
quarried.  Thcirc  arc  likewife  quarries  of  limcflonc  in  the 
pari(h ;  one  of  them  in  a  hill  far  above  the  level  of  tlic  fea, 
and  about  a  mile  diftant  from  the  fliore,  which  abounds  with 

Vol.  X.  Q^q  various 
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various  petrifaAions  of  fliclk ;  ioAie  of  them  exhibiting  the 
full  and  perfeA  form  of  the  original.  In  a  born  that  runs 
clofe  by  the  parlfli  kirk,  there  is  a  vein  of  clay  as  white  as 
any  chalk  or  even  Spanffh  whitening ;  it  is  found  to  anfwer 
very  well  for  plafler.  «Some  fpecimens  of  it  have  been  fent 
to  Glafgow,  and  wrought  into  beautiful  ftone-ware. 
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NUMBER    XXV. 
PARISH    OF   SALINE, 

(Prejbjtery  of  Dunfermline. — Synod  and  County  of 

Fife.) 

Bj  the  Reverend  Mr  William  Forfar* 


Entente  Name^  bV. 

THE  pari(h  of  Saline  is  7  miles  long  from  E.  to  W«  and 
6  broad  at  the  center  from  S.  to  N*  becoming  gradual* 
I7  narrower  towards  the  extremities.  The  E.  part^  and  near- 
ly the  half,  is  hilly  and  marihy,  the  W.  half  very  level.  The 
moft  probable  acconnt  of  the  origin  of  the  name,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  a  gentleman  converfant  in  toponomy,  is 
this.  Saline  is  a  contraAbtt  for,  SaMn  or  SaOiftf  bhean  or 
bean,  pronounced  vin  or  Un,  figaifies  in  Gaelic  a  hill  or  moun- 
tain I  and  it  being  natural  for  the  Scotch  to  fpeak  ore  aferu^ 
fel  is  eafily  converted  into /alt  it  is  alfo  habitual  for  them  to 
fuppreis  tbe'letter  v^  which  may  account  for  the  formation 
of  the  name  Saline  as  prefently  ufedi^  Sal  or  fel  is  either 
Gaelici  6gnifying  greaij  or  Saxon,  fignifying  great  or  gp^. 
Hence  Salin  or  Salvin  will  denote  a  great  hill ;  and  as  the 
hill  called  Saline  Hill  is  of  confiderable  height,  the  parifh, 
and  the  village  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  it,  may  have  derived 
their  names  from  this  circumftance.     The  perpendicular 

height 
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/• 
height  of  the  hill,  from  the  village  where  it  begins  to  rile,  is 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  *• 

Papulation. — The  number  of  inhabitants  in  whole,  includ- 
ing the  feAartes,  who  do  not  exceed  lo  or  30  perfons,  is 
950,  while  the  return  to  Dr  Wcbrfcr  in  1755  was  1285. 
One  cau(e  of  the  decreafe  was  the  removal  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  cottars,  poiTefling  fmall  tenements,  which  obliged  them 
to  feck  refuge  in  other  places.  The  number  of  proprietors 
is  23,  including  thofe  of  the  barony  of  Inzievar,  which  be- 
longs to  this  parifh  quoad  dvUia^  and  to  the  parifli  of  Torry- 
burn  quoad /acra,  and  excluding  10  proprietors  who  have 
property  in  this  parifli  quoad  facra,  belonging  td  the  pariihes 
of  Torryburn  and  Dunfermline  quoad  civilia.  Of  all  thefe, 
only  10  refide  in  the  pari(h.  There  are  four  freeholds  ;  KiU 
lerny  belonging  to  Major  Aytoun }  Nether  Kinneddar  to  Mr 
Haly  $  Hillfide  to  the  Reverend  Mr  Colvil ;  and  Inzievar  to 
Mr  Ronaidfon. 

SciL — The  foil  is  various,  in  general  thin,  and  of  a  tilly 
bottom;  fome  partis,  however,  are  remarkably  good,  of  a 
loamy  nature,  and  cafily  wrought.  Wheat,  which  is  now 
coming  more  into  ufe,  has  yielded  16  after  1,  beans  15,  t>ar- 
ley  20,  though  ufually  feldom  more  than  8  or  lo*    There  is 

an. 

*  The  fame  gentleman  hazards  another  qonjedlure  of  the  ori- 
gin of  the  name  given  to  the  hill,  and  confequently  to  the  pa- 
rifli and  village.  There  is  an  old  ruin  near  the  foot  of  Saline 
Hill,  a  little  above  the  village,  caljcd  Kill-erny.  Ki//  and  ceU 
4ire  known  to  be  fynonimous  terms,  to  which  the  name  of  the 
founder  or  faint  may  have  been  added.  Hence  ICill-erny  lite- 
taily  figniQes  the  cell  of  £rny,  and  Saline  Hill  uoold  moh  na- 
turally obtain  the  name  ofCell-vin,  or  theJiill  where  the  cell 
was.  In  fupport  of  this,  the  Celtic  word  for  cellar  is  JiiUlr^ 
which  ftiirfeems  to  accord  with  the  prefcnt  orthography  of  the 
name  JSaline. 
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aa  inftaAce  of  oats  yielding  upwards  of  40  firomi,  thinly  fowa . 
after  burnt  mofs.  Many  parts  arc  capable  of  great  improve- 
ment, which  hitherto  have  continued  almoft  in  a  ftate  of  na- 
turc.  There  is  much  need  of  draining  and  fummer  plough- 
ing. Lime  is  too  little  ufcd.  Even  near  the  village  and 
heart  of  the  pariOii  there  is  much  wet  and  waftc  ground, 
which,  though  capable  of  being  fertilifed  and  beautified  by 
ikill  and  induftry,  is  likely  ftill  to  excite  in  the  traveller  the 
idea  of  poverty  and  indolence.  Green .  crops  are  but  little 
in  ufe.  Planting  and  inclofing  have  been  praftifed  a  little, 
though  they  are  ftill  too  much  negleAed.  There  are  large 
tracks  of  mofs,  fome  of  which  yield  excellent  peat  for  fuel. 
There  are  two  natural  woods  j  one  of  which  was  fold  a  few 
years  ago  for  upwards  of  500 1.  Sterling  \  befides  thefe,  there 
is  a  good  deiil  of  fine  old  alh,  and  of  young  oak,  aflx,  and  fir, 
in  a  thriving  condition. 

jif m^rtf/r.— The  parifli  abounds  with  coal  in  every  part ; 
fome  of  it  remarkably  good,  though  little  or  none  is  wrought, 
owing  partly  to  the  inaftivc  fpirit  of  the  proprietors,  but 
chiefly  to  the  vicmity  of  Blairogone,  which  fiipplies  all  the 
country  round  at  a  low  price.  There  4s  alfo  lime,  and  a 
good  deal  of  ironftone;  the  quality  of  the  Utter  is  remarkably 
good.  Two  of  the  proprietors  liave  given  a  Icafe  to  the  Do- 
van  Company,  one  at  94.  d.  per  ton,  the  other  at  6d.  the 
Company  working  it,  and  paying  damages. 

Rent^  Manufa^ures,  Ss'r.— The  valued  rent  of  the  whole 
parifli  is  4078  L  19  s.  4  d.  Scotch.  The  real  rent  may  be 
about  2500 1.  Sterling.  The  proprietors  aflcflcd  themfclvcs 
fome  time  ago  for  48  ploughgatcs,  though  the  real  number 
may  be  20  more.  The  two  horfe  plough  is  now  much  ufcd. 
Some  farms  arc  wholly  let  for  grafs,  which,  in  the  hilly  parts 

of 
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of  the  parifliy  sire  foand  to  ralfe  much  better  rents  than  til* 
lage.  There  are  only  2  farmers  who  keep  (heep.  There 
are  no  manufaftorics.  There  are  3  wrights,  4  taylorsi  3 
fhoemakers,  3  fmitbs,  1 1  weavers,  8  mafons,  i  brewer»  and 
I  makfter.  There  are  three  corn*miI1s,  and  one  fuHing-mid. 
Wages  are  much  the  fame  as  in  other  places,  and  have  been 
on  the  increafe  for  fome  time.  ^ 

Poor^  irc» — ^The  number  of  poor  on  the  roll  is  13,  regular- 
ly fupplled  by  the  intereft  of  a  fund,  amounting  to  187L  f  5  s. 
d-^d.  Sterling.  It  was  formerly  much  greater,  till  more  than 
lool.  Sterling  was  loft  by  a  failure*  Befides  the  intereft  of 
the  above  fum,  the  coUedlions  made  on  Sabbath,  with  mort- 
cloth  money,  marriages,  8cc.  may  amount  to  12I.  Sterlings 
annually.  There  are  no  travelling  poor  belonging  to  this 
parifh,  though  there  is  no  want  of  fuch  from  other  parifhes  ; 
a  praftice  which' ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  a  well  regulat- 
ed fiate,  as  it  extorts  from  charitable  people,  even  agamft 
their  own  judgment,  part  of  what  they  would  otherwife  be* 
fiow  with  more  pleafure  and  advantage  among  the  refiding 
poor,  whofe  chafa^lers  and  circumttances  are  known  to  them* 
Births  at  an  average  arc  about  16  ;  deaths  10  or  12.  The 
climate  is  healthy.  There  are  no  epidemical  difeafes  peculiar 
to  this  pariih.  There  are  fome  inftances  of  longevity,  as  in 
other  places.  Several  have  lived  above  8u  ;  fome  above  90  j 
one  or  two  above  100  years.  Within  this  century,  there 
have  flouriihed  15  minifters  and  preachers,  10  furgeons,  12 
bred  to  the  law,  6  writers,  6  fchoolmafters,  who  were  all 
born  and  received  the  rudiments  of  their  education  in  this 
pariih.  For  a  long  period  paft  it  has  been  lefs  prolific  of 
learned  men.  At  prclent  there  are  none  intended  for  any  of 
the  learned  profeffions,  except  one^  who  has  been  for  fome- 
time  in  the  line  of  a  writer. 

Ecclefiafiical 
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SceUfiq/llcal  SiMi  mi  ScbooL-^Thc  mmk  was  built  aSoult 
jO  yean  ago;  it  is  rninoiis*  and  intended  to  be  rebuilt  this  fum- 
mer*  The  church  is  alfo  in  a  bad  ftate^  having  got  no  mace* 
rial  repairs  for  a  long  period }  it  will  fcarcely  admit  of  repairs 
now,  and  probably  muft  be  foon  rebuilt.  The  iiipend^  which 
needs  much  to  be  augmented,  is  only  1000  merkb  8cotch»  in«> 
eluding  communion  element  money,  which  laft  is  no  mK>re 
than  iL  5  s.  pd.  Sterling,  a  fum  four  times  lefs  than  the 
minifter's  aftual  expences  on  that  occafion :  This  fmaii  iiim  is 
never  paid  but  when  the  facrament  is  adminiftered,  even  when 
it  is  not  in  the  minifVer's  power  to  do  (b.  The  whole  is  paid 
in  money  i  formerly  there  was  part  in  victual.  There  has 
been  no  augmentation  for  50  years  part.  The  glebe  is  fmaH 
but  gpod.  There  was  a  confiderable  quantity  of  excellent 
wood  growing  on  it,  planted  about  70  years  ago,  by  the  Re- 
verend Mr  Bryce.  Some  of  the  heritors,  ignorant  of  the  law 
and  the  rights  of  a  clergymen  to  every  thing  growing  on  his 
glebe,  cut  it  down,  and  fold  it  for  30  L  Sterling,  imijoediate- 
ly  after  the  death  of  the  laft  incumbent.  The  prefbytery,  as 
guardians,  intcrferred;  and,  by  the  exertions  of  fuch  of  the  he- 
ritors as  had  all  along  difapproved  of  the  unjuftifiablc  mea^ 
fure  taken  by  the  reft,  the  matter  was  at  length  amicably  fet- 
^ed,  and  the  money,  ariiing  from  the  fale  of  the  trees,  was 
pud  to  the  prefent  incumbent  ftiortly  after  his  fettlemeot. 
There  have  been  only  4  nynifters  here  fince  the  revolution  ; 
Meffirs  Wyllie,  Plendcrleith,  Bryce,  and  Hunter.  The  UA 
was  fettled  in  the  year  1732,  was  60  years  mmifter  in  Saline, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  95  i  his  wife  and  children  all  died  long 
before  him*  The  prefent  incumbent  was  lettled  on  the  24th 
of  January  1793.    The  crown  is  the  undoubted  patron. 

The  whole  emoluments  of  the  fchoolmafter,  including  per- 
quifites  for  marriages,  &c.  may  amount  to  zol.  Sterling 
yearly,  a  fum  by  far  too  little  for  fo  large  a  parifh,  and  fo 
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ufcful  an  office*  School  fees  t  s.  6  (L  a  qaarter  fbr'reading, 
2s.  for  writing,  2  s.  6d.  for  arithmetic,  3  s.  for  Latin,  which 
is  feldom  taught  here  *• 

CharaSfer. — ^The  people,  a  few  excepted,  are  fober,  induf- 
Uious,  fenfible,  difcreet,  and  peaceable,  of  as  little  faperfti* 
tion  and  as  much  religion  as  their  neighbours.  They  have 
been  long  diftioguifticd  for  their  regular  and  decent*  aften* 
dance  on  public  worfhip,  and  have  not  yet  forfeited  the  praife 

which 

*  There  are  no  antiquities  in  the  parifh,  unlefs  the  remains 
of  two  old  towers  and  fome  cairns  on  the  tops  of  hills,  may  be 
reckoned  fuch«  One  of  the  towers  called  Killerny,  part  of 
which  is  yet  (landing,  feems  to  have  been  pretty  large.  It  con- 
filled  of  two  parts,  called  the  N.  and  S.  built  at  difiFtsren*:.  times. 
The  date  of  the  S.  or  neweft  part,  which  confided  chiefly  of 
one  large  room,  all  arched  and  very  high,  was  1592.  That  of 
the  other,  which  probably  was  a  cell  or  hermitage,  is  unknown. 
The  eftate  on  which  it  Hands  is.faid  tp  havp  belonged  formerly 
to  one  Scot  of  Balneiry ;  and  fome  fabulous  dories  are  cold  about 
the  murder  of  his  lady  and  child,  by  the  undertaker  whom  fhe 
employed  to  build  the  S.  part  for  a  fammer-houfe,  but  did  not 
'pay  according  to  padion.  As  a  punifliment  for  hb  crtme^  he-is  • 
faid  to  have  been  confined  in  a  part  of  the  tower  cailed  the  pri« 
fon,  and  fed  on  his  own  fleOi  till  he  died.  Some  of  the  inhabi- 
tants have  a  fong  which  celebrates  thefe  fuppofbd  tragical  ^v^mts, 
but  its  merit  is  not  fuch  as  to  entitle  it  to  a  place  in  the  S{atii« 
tical  Account  of  Scotland.  There  is  neither  record  nor  oral  tra- 
dition as  to  the  date  or  founder  of  the  other  tower  called  the  Kirk. 
land  tower,  part  of  which  fttU  remains.  It  ftands  very,  near  the 
church,  on  part  of  the  lands  formerly  belonging  to  the  bifiiop 
at  Dunkeld,  which  ftill  bear  the  name  of  the  Kirkiauds,  now.  be.. 
longing  to  Sir  William  Erfkine  of  -Torrie.  It  c^n  hardly  be 
doubted,  were  the  matter  to  be  invefttgated,.  but  tbe^lehe* 
which  is  faid  to  be  lefs  than  the  law  allows,  would  be  entitled 
to  an  addition  from  thefe  lands.  The  remains  of  two  camps,  as 
they  are  called,  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  one  on  Saline  hill/ another 
on  the  low  grounds  \,  the  laft  is  faid  to  have  been  Roman.  They 
are  both  of  a  circular  figure,  and  probably  were  originally  (heep 
or  cattle  folds,  built  with  fome  (Irength  and  art,  in  times  when 
rapine  and  plunder  were  the  means  of  fubfiftance* 


^Wb  b  doe  to  them  on  this  locoani/  They  art  tvnrfe  t6 
long  preachings,  long  ptajftrs,  and  long  pfiklmt ;  thdr  ideas 
of  raitgioQ  and  nioraKry»  in  general,  are  toleraUf  found  and 
ntipnaL  TboTc  in  better  circfunftances,  of  Whom  there  is  a 
good  number  in  this  parilhi  are  fociaUe,  polite,  and  hofpi<i» 
table. 

Mifcittaneous  Ok/ervaftofU.—Tlie  tillage  of  Saline  flrlkes  a 
traveller  by  its  beaodful  and  rural  fituation.  It  lies  in  the 
/center  of  the  pariifa,  in  a  place  which,  being  moftly  furroun^ 
ded  with  rifing  ground,  is  fometimes  called  the  3siron*  It 
confifts,  if  fmall  things  may  be  compared  with  great,  of  the 
old  and  new  town,  and  contains  in  ail,  including  the  fuburbs^ 
200  inhabitants,  A  river,  running  through  the  middle^  divides 
the  old  and  new  town;  which  laft  has  rifen  within  thcfe  few 
years,  excds  the  other,  both  in  the  number  and  neatnefs  of 
its  buildings,  and  is  fiill  on  the  increafe  1  were  manufa£hures 
intfoduced,  and  encotvagement  given,  it  might  foon  become 
confiderable.  The  whole  village  confifts  of  fmall  feus,  all  ber 
longing  to  Sir  William  Erlkioe  of  Torr4e,  and  the  ground  is 
ufually  let  at  al.  an  acre.  There  are  four  public  houfcs^' 
none  of  which  afford  proper  accommodation  either  for  men 
or  horfes.  The  chief  article  which  is  fold,  pernicious  fre- 
quently both  to  health  and  morals,  is  whiilcy.  It  is  no(  long 
fince  an  inhabitant  of  the  p$x\fi^  was  killed  by  it,  aild  was 
carried  from  the.  public  houfe  to  hi^  grave ;  and  ibon  after,' 
another  not  more  wife,  nor  warned  by  his  example,  had  near4 
ly  (hared'*the  fame* fate.  One  good  public  honfe  would  be 
better  than  the  whole  ;  and  as  the  great  road  from  Ounferm« 
lin^  to  Auchterarder  runs  through  the  village,  a  manof  cba« 
ra£ter  and  fubftance  who  could  atibrd  proper  accommodation^ 
uigU  -naieet  wlch  great  encouragement.  It  is  the  mod  cen- 
trical'place  between  the  Ferry  and  Glendovan,  for  travellers  to 
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hzlt  ar ;  md  if  the  proprietor  were  to  build  fucli  a  houict  and 
let  it  to  one  who  coaU  aSird  t^  hfev.a&d  hake,  lie  would 
receive  more  than  commoa  intereft  for  his  moae^,  would 
confer  a  public  benefit  on  (^  jparlih  and  oa  travellersy  he- 
fides  increafing  and  ornamenting  the  viUs^gej  which  he  has 
the  pleafure  to  r?e  in  a  thriving  a^nd  promiiiDg  conditioa*. 

•  There  is  a  pradice  here,  too  commoi)  in  nH)ft  places,  which, 
it  were  much  to  be  wiflied,  was  abollQied  or  lefs  ufed.  When 
any  one  is  taken  i!l,  the  neighbours  think  it  their  duty,  or  a 
piece  of  civiiity,  immediately  to  frequent  the  houfe,  and  even 
crowd  the  room  where  the  patient  lies;  which  mufl  be  attended 
with  rcry  bad  effefls.  Even  where  the  fmall-po3por  fevers  are 
raging,  motheri  with  their  children  in  their  arms  attend  with- 
out fcruplcy  a  practice  rather  tempting,  than  truQiog  in  piovi* 
dcnce,  as  it  is  nnneCeflarily  expoling  tliemfclves  to  danger, 
which  might  be  cafily  avoided.  On  thef^  occafions,  they  arc  al( 
phyfictans ;  they  feel  the  pulfe,  ihake  their  heads,  and  have  an 
unlucky  turn  to  foreboding  the  word.  I  have  known  a  man  ffiv- 
en  up  by  his  neighbours,  who,  in  three  or  four  days  after,  has 
been  working  in  the  (lone  quarry ;  and  feveral  perfons  are  Ail  I 
alivet  in  very  good  health  at  this  day,  and  likely  to  fee  fome 
carried  to  their  graves,  who  had  long  ago  pionounced  their 
doom. 

A  kin  to  this  is  a  notion  too  common,  though  a  mlQaken  one, 
that  the  minider  of  the  parifli  fhould  almofl  conftantly  attend 
the  bed-fide  of  the  fick.  Where  perfons  are  worn  down  with 
age  and  infirmity,  and  have  been  long  deprived  of  public  in- 
AruAton,  they  have  a  right  to  fee  their  minifter,  to  converfe 
with  him,  and  receive  confolation,  and  fo  in  other  cafes,  where 
drftrefs  does  not  wholly  unfit  for  converfatton.  But  what  can  a 
minifter,  if  he  has  not  fome  (kill  in  phyfic,  do  or  fay  to  one  in 
the  rage  of  a  fever?  he  pretends  not  to  work  miracles,  the  pa- 
tient means  not  to  make  conifeilion,  to  take  the  facrament,  or  to 
receive  extreme  un^ion.  When  cuftom  is  on  the  Hde  of  what 
is  right  and  profitable,  it  ought  to  be  preferved  and  encouraged; 
if  ptherWifei  hpijirevcr  popuiart  it  ihonld  receive  no  countenance^ 
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NUBfBEU   XXVI; 

UNltED  IPARISHES  OF  KILNllT. 
VER   AND   KILMELFORT. 

CPreJbyterji  of  Lorn. — Synod  and  County  of  Ar^le.J 

By  the  Revereml Mr  Patrick  Campbell. 


Name  and  Extent. 

THE  ftriAeft  refearch  into  the  eytmology  and  meaniiig 
of  ancient  names  muft  often  terminate  in  probable 
conjedure ;  and  the  following  account  of  the  names  of  thofe 
pariihes  lays  claim  to  no  higher  authority.— JD/.iMM^tifr  fig- 
nifies  the  chapel  or  barying-ground  at  the  foot  of  the  water, 
it  being  fituated  where  the  Water  of  Euchar  difcharges  itielf 
into  the  {^.^^KUna-maolphorU  contracted  Kilmelfort,  figni* 
£es  in  the  Gaelic  language  the  ch^el,  or  burying^placCi  of 
the  round  bays  or  harbours,  viz.  Lochmelfort,  which  runs 
three  miles  into  the  middle  of  this  parilhy  ending  in  two 
round  bays  with  good  anchoring  ground,  where  flUps  oi  any 
burden  may  ride  in  faf^ty.-^Taken  together,  the  united  pa« 
riihes  are  nearly  of  a  fquare  form,  extending  from  £.  to  W. 
and  from  N.  to  S.  about  1 2  meaf ored  miles.  Kilmeifort 
lies  fouth  of  Kilninver ;  but  in  populoufnefi,  valuation,  and 
extent,  does  not  exceed  the  one  half  of  the  other.  The  mi- 
nifttr  preaches  in  both  alternately ;  the  diftancc  betwixt  the 
two  places  of  worihip  is  fix  miles. 

?4 


SoU  and  Burfaa.^^Thff  lower  parts  of  Ihefe  parities  on 
the  W.  are  geocTfiUj  £noodk  floptng  dedhiries  towards  tbe 
iitflt  and  confift  of  light  loam  upon  gravel  or  rock,  yielding, 
wiies  propedy  cultivated,  and  in  £ivourable  feaims,  good 
crops  of  corn,  bear,  and  potatoes.  Th«  upper-  pans^  towards 
the  E«  and  &,  are  mountainous,  environed  with  a  ridge  of 
hills,  which  feparate  them  from  the  parities  of  Kilmor^> 
Sbllavich,  and  Craignifh.  The  foil  in  Gleneuchar,  and  the 
Braes  of  Lorn  in  the  parifh  of  Kilninver,  and  in  the  higher 
lands  in  the  parifh  of  Kilmelfort  ts  poor  and  graveli(h» 
yielding  little  crop,  fit  only  for  pafturage,  aod  occupied  mod- 
ly  with  flieep.  A  few  farms,  however,  are  (locked  almoft 
wholly  with  black  cattle. — ^There  is  in  tliele  parifhes  a  good 
deal  of  natural  wood  fuch  as  oak,  a(h,  birch,  hazel,  aller, 
&c.  Some  parts  alfo  are  planted  with  firs,  which  thrive 
very  well.  The  tops  of  the  hills,  none  of  which  are  remark- 
ably high  or  rugged,  are  covered  with  heath  tnterfperfed  whh 
firipts-of  coarfe  pafture,  well  adapted  for  (heep. 

.  S^a  C^.— Thefe  united  pariOies  have  fix  miles  of  a  (ea 
coaft  towards  the  N.  and  W.  from  the  middle  of  Lochfea- 
chiui  to  the  weft  end  of  the  Sound  of  ClacharroaiL  In  the 
mouth  of  Lochfeachin,  a  bank  of  fand  lies  acrofs  its  channel ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  navigable  only  by  fmall  craft  of  about 
50  or  60  tons  burden.  At  the  foot  of  the  Water  of  E^ichar, 
and  without  this  bank,  two  points  of  high  land  jutting  out 
into  the  Sound  of  Mull,  form  a  wide  extehfive  bay  with 
good  anchoring  ground,  biit  fomcwhat  cxpofed  to  the  N.  W,' 
the  ftormy  quarter  on  this  coaft.  From  thence  to  the  Sound 
of  Clachanfoail,  tlicrc  is  a  bold,  rocky,  and  dangerous  coaft. 
The  Sound  of  Clachanfoail  is  about  two  miles  long,  and  fc- 
parates  the  Ifland  of  Soail  and  parifh  of  Kilbrandan  from 
the  Continent.    The  Sound  is  narrow,  being  no  more  than 
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80  feel  over,  aod  adiiikv  vefleb  of  only  4)etweeii  10 aiid.20 
toin  bordes,  as  ir  isjdiy  oadpaAUcat  low  wmerjf.  in  fome 
partf,  both  for  mea  and  hories.  It  runs  fioooth  and  Anugbtt 
whk  a  ftroon  current^  and  iaraM  a  bttuiiif ul  eanaL  Fonasw 
fy  there  vaa  a  fcrr|r  boat.here,  but  lauly  there  hat  been  a 
bridge  built  over  it,  confining  of  a  fiogle  arch,  72  ftet  wide» 
and  27  feet  above  the  higheft  water  mark.  At  both  enda 
of  the  found  there  b  good  and  fafe  anchorage  ^  the  wholo 
foirming  a  nioft  deligbtAil  axid  pifhirefqoe  (cenery. 

Lochmeifort  gives  a  fea  coaft  of  fix  miles,  and  makes  a 
beautiful  and  fafe  roadftead.  Herrings  frequent  this  loch 
and  the  weft  end  of  the  ibifnd  of  Clachanfoail,  and  fomo* 
times  Lochfeachin,  but  they  have  becb  taken  in  greater  quan« 
tity  at  Lochmeifort,  where  of  late  years  a  good  deal  havo 
been  caught.  A  good  haddock  bank  has  lately  been  difco* 
vered  in  this  loch }  and  the  coaft  upon  the  found  of  Mull 
abounds  plentifully,  with  fea.fiih  in  great  variety.  Thefe 
(hores  (umifti  aifo  moft  kinds  of  ihell-fiih,  lobftenj  crabs, 
oyfters,  fpout-fiih»  hofe-fifliy  cockles,  and  mufdes. 

.  JOviri  and  I>aiUiw— -Thefe  are  the  river  Euphar,  running 
through  the  middle  of  the  parifti  of  Kilninver  from  the  E.  to 
the  N.  W.  and  having  its  fource  in  a  lake  of  a  mile  and  a 
half  long  and  near  a  mile  broad,  called  Lochieammadale« 
Into  this  lake  or  loch  the  water  of  Braegleon,  and  a  number 
of  rivulets  defcending  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  difcbarge 
themi'elves.  From  this  lake  the  river  £uchar  runs  for  4 
miles  N.  W*  receiving  in  its  courfe  feverai  tributary  ftreams 
and  rivulets,  till  it  empties  itfcU,  at  the  embouchure  of  Lqch- 
frachin,  into  the  Sound  of  Mull.  At  this  place  there  is  a 
good  falmon  filhing,  belides  many  others  upon  that  loch. 
Xhe  river  Oude,  which  takes  its  rife  alfo  from  a  lake  in  the 
braes  of  Lorni  called  Lochtralig,  of  a  mile  long  and  about 
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kalf  a  aule  brotdi  rant  through  a  pan  of  the  ptrilli  of  tA^ 
fiinvtr  towards  the  eaft,  and  thoacc,  taking  iti  comfe  fouth*' 
wards  for  4  milesi  falls  into  the  head  of  Locbmelfort.  Thefo 
livers  are  ftored  with  falmon,  white  and  muir  rront,  and 
eels.  And  upon  Lochmelfort  itfelf,  where  the  Oude  forma 
ks  junAion  with  the  fea,  there  is  a  falmon  fifliing.  There 
are  a  great  number  of  other,  but  fmaller,  rivers,  lakes,  and 
rivulets,  in  thefc  pariihes,  well  fupplied  with  trout,  and  fome 
of  them  admit  falmon  into  their  mouth  at  fpawning  time  *• 

Pp^fl/i««.— Thefe  parifhes  have,  within  thefe  few  years, 
greatly  Incrcafcd  in  population,  owing  to  the  young  men^a 
continuing  at  home,  and  fettling  in  the  pariih  in  time  of 
peace,  for  war  always  drain  off  the  youth. 

In 


•  The  climate  here,  as  indeed  on  all  the  weft  coaft,  is  ct- . 
eeffively  rainy  and  moid.  The  S*  W.  and  weflerly  winds, 
driving  the  clouds  and  exhalations  from  the  great  Atbnuc  O- 
cean,  are  conftantly  accompanied  with  rain,  as  the  £.  an9  N.  £• 
winds,  paffing  over  a  great  track  of  continent,  are  generally  dry. 
Hence  our  rainy  fummers  and  harvefts,  though  commonly  fa« 
vourable  to  paAurage,  are  very  unfriendly  to  agriculture.  From 
our  vicinity  to  the  Atlantic,  the  winters  are  open  and  tempe- 
fate  ;  fnow  feldom  lies  deep,  or  above  two  days  together,  on 
the  low  grounds  of  the  weft  coaft.  Notwithilanding  the  moif- 
(are  of  the  climate,  the  people  of  thofe  pariihes  are  healthy,  and 
live  to  a  good  old  age  ;  many  till.  90,  a  few  to  ico  years. 
The  moil  common  difeafes  are  rheumatic  complaints,  colds,  and 
•holies,  the  cohftant  attendants  upon  moid  and  rainy  climates, 
bring  often  along  with  them  confumptions,  and  other  lingering^ 
but  deadly,  diforders.  Formerly  the  fmall-pox  made  great  ra« 
Tages  among  the  children,  efpecially  upon  the  fea-coaft,  where 
tlie  inhabitants  feed  much  upon  fifli.  But  inoculation  is  now 
pradifed  with  great  fuccefs,  and  the  lower  clafs  of  people  have 
^uite  got  the  better  of  the  prejudices  which  they  once  enter« 
tained  againft  it,  and  which  nothing  but  a  convidion  from  ex« 
perience  of  its  falutary  efTeifls,  could  have  overcome. 
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U  t7;$,  the  retom  to  Dr  Wcbfter  iras»  foob  1045 

h  1790,  the  nttnibar  of  fouls  was  •  •  i  rot 

la  1793  *        *  •       •  •  *        -  •  1178 

Families  •  «  «  «  •  205 

Males        ..*•••        585 
Females     ^-         •         --        --       --        -        593 

Above  10  -  •  ••  •■  ••         903 

Selow  10  •  -  -  -         •  •  275 

Annual  average  of  marriages  for  the  laft  6  weeks  12 

Of  baptifms  -  -  •  -  22 

No.  £aimil7  has  emigrated  to  America  from  thofe  pariflies 
during  the.  prefent  mioiftcrs  incumbency,  being  a  fpace  of 
thirty«£ve  years.  No  perfon  has  been  baniflied  nor  fufiered 
capitally  \  nor  has  any  inftance  of  fuicide  nor  child  murder^ 
occurred  within  that  period. 

CattU  and  Sheep. — The  breed  of  horfes»  black  cattle,  and 
fheepi  have  been  much  improved  in  thefe  parifhes  of  late  • 
years.  Plough  horfes,  according  to  the  kind  and  fize,  fell  at 
from  81.  to  12 1.  $  aged  ftots  from  5  1.  to  7  1. ;  cows  front 
3  1.  to  6  I.  %  black-faced  (heep,  all  of  the  fouth  country  kind» 
from  1 2  s.  to  14  s.;  flack  ewes  from'  4  s.  6  d.  to  6  s.  6  d. ; 
hogs  at  8  s. ;  lambs  at  4  s.  and  5  s.  %  wool  at  7  s.  per  ftone, 
when  white  5  tarred  wool  at  5  s.  per  ftone,  24  lib.  weight  to 
the  done.  The  old  fmall  highland  white-faced  (heep  are 
fill)  retained  in  thofe  parifhes  by  the  fmall  tenants ;  though 
lefs  in  fize,  they  are  finer  in  the  wool,  and  reckoned  more 
(lelicate  eating,  than  the  large  black-faced  Iheep.  They  fell, 
when  fat,  at  from  <5  s.  to  8  s.  Six  of  the  farms  in  the  higher 
parts  of  thofe  pari(bes  are  flocked  entirely  with  (beep  %  all 
the  other  £irms  partly  with  (heep,  and  partly  with  cows  and 
horfes.  Contrary  to  the  common  and  received  opinion,  it  is 
found  that  the  hogs  and  lambs  are  lefs  than  ufual  fubjcA  to  fick< 
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nefi,  braxy,  or  tot,  in  this  promircooM  pfliftange.  There  h'no 
ferm  in  thofe  pariihcs  but  has  (beep  io  k  more  or  left.  It  ii 
Afficult  to  afcertaia-irith  prcci&on  the  number  of  each  kind 
of  cattle.  They  may,  however,  be  computed  fafely  is  M« 
lows  • :  - 

Horfes  -  -  ^  -  -  250 

Black  cattle        -  •  -  -  -        1500 

Sheep  «  •  -  •       .     •  7000 

RentaL'^lt  it  not  eafy  to  afceruin  the  real  rent  of  tlioA 
pariAcs,  as  ibme  one  or  other  of  the  proprietors  has  a  new 
let  of  the  wliole  or  fome  part  of  his  lands  every  year.  It  ia 
ftill  more  difficult  to  eftimate  the  value  of  the  cafualities  they 
pay  in  kain  fowls,  &c.  and  the  perlbnal  fervices  they  are  o« 
bilged  to  perform.  It  may,  however,  be  computed  at  about 
1600  L  Sterling  of  real  rent  yearly.  The  valued  rent  is 
fli47L  7t.  8d.  Sterling. 

Ecele/iafiical  Static  Pcor^  isfc — ^The  Duke  of  Argyle  is  pa- 
tron of  Kilmelfort  i  and  the  Earl  of  Breadalbsne  is  patron 

and 

^  There  is  a  great  variety  of  game.  Of  quadmpeds,  there 
^rc  roes*  hares,  martins,  polecats,  weafeU*  and  otters.  Of  the 
jfeathercd  kind,  there  are  black*cock  or  heath  fowl,  muir.fowl  or 
groufe»  woodcocks,  Inipes,  grey  and  green  plovers,  and  fome 
patridges ;  wild-duck  and  water-fowl  of  all  the  kinds  that  are 
ufually  to  be  found  upon  the  weft  coaft  of  Scotland. 

The  wages  of  fervancs  have  advanced  to  nearly  double  what 
they  were  20  years  ago.  The  ufuai  day  wages  to  a  man  ier- 
vant  is  i  s.  fometimes  1  s.  a  d.  without  viAuals.  Women  are 
feidom  hired  at  days  wages  or  by  the  day.  Carpenters  and 
mafons, according  to  their  (kill  and  experience, get  from  is.  6d. 
to  2  8.  per  day  without  maintainance.  Taylors  and  Shoemakers 
8  d.  befides  their  visuals.  Houfehold  men  femnts  froip  5  I, 
to  61.  a-jear.  Maid  fetv^nts  fron^  iL  ij;s.  to  al.  ips,  an4 
fiioes. 


1 


of  K^tifpoer  and  Kilmelfort.  %tt^ 

dlid  priocipsil  beritb^  of  KilninTer,  2,TiA  indeed  p^oprietoi*  of 
more  than  oae  haU  of  this  paftoral  charge.  The  patrons 
piefaot^  wtf. '  The  prefent  inciimbetit  was  fettled  upon  « 
pcdbatatioh  from  the  Eai^l  of  Breadalbane;  There  are  in 
whole  eight  heritors^  t\^o  of  whom  oiAj  at  pi'efent  refide  ia 
thofe  parifhes.  The  ftipend^  by  decreet  of  the  Court  of  Sef- 
fioii  in  f  763,  is  tout*  chaiders  of  mealy  and  600  merks  Scots 
in  inoiiejy  making  in  whole,  at  the  common  converfioni  1 200 
merks  Scots,  or- (56  1.  13  s^  4  d.  SteHing,  with  5  1.  lor  com« 
munion  elements.  The  glebe  is  fet  at  loh  Sterling  yearly. 
There  is.no  manfei.  bat<the  prefent  minifter  rents  the  fmall 
farm  of  Kilninver  from  Lord  Breadalbane,  and  has  built  a 
good  farm  houfe  upon  it  with -Tome  aHillance  from  his  Lord-^ 
Ihip  %  he  is  allowed  only  5  1.  Sterling  yearly  in  lieu  of  his 
mapfc.  A.  neat  little  church  lias  laft  yeax*  been  built  at  KiU 
nimrer.  The  church  at  Kilmelfort  has  been  rebuilt  during 
the  prtffent  iricumbenc)r.  The  number  of  poor  upon  the 
poors  roll  for  this  prefent  year  is  29.  Thefe  at'e  fO}>porced  from 
the  Sunday  coliedtions,  and  fines  for  delinquencies,  amounting 
yearly  to  about  10 1.  Sterling,  and  by  beggiog  from  houfe.  to 
houfe  through  the  parifh.  There  are  three  fchools  in  thefe 
pari' lies  ;  g  parochial  fchool,  and  t«^o  ichools  erefted  by  the 
Society  for  Propagating  ChriUian  Knowledge^  at  which  aDove 
100  boys  and  girls  are  taught  *. 

*  The  antiquities  are  confined  to  a  few  cairns  or  tumuli^  and 
fomc  monumental  ftoncs  of  a  huge  lize,  credcd  perpcndicular- 
Jy«  where,  tradition  lays,  fome  chief  or  hero  had  tiniihed  his 
coyrfe,  aiid  been  interred  in  the  cuftomary  manner  with  his  ar- 
mour4  There  is  alio  a  watch  tower  or  beacou,  built  upon  a 
promontory  ftretchin^  out  into  the  Sound  of  Mull :  But  the 
time  and  occafion  of  thofe  eredions  have  been  loll  in  the  miil 
of  ant^iifty,  and  tradition  is  totally  iilent  upon  thofe  circum- 
fiances,  wiuch.  could  alone  render  the  mquiry  either  amu ling 
#r  (ifeful. 
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Mifcellamous  Obfervatiom.-^TKvetj  years  ago  very  little 
vhite  oats  were  fown  ia  thoi'e  pariflies.  Only  fmall  black 
oats  were  thrown  into  the  ground,  of  which  above  a  firlot 
went  to  make  a  ftone  dark  and  weak  nxeaL  In  the  higher 
lands^  three  bolls  of  thofe  fm^ll  black  oats  rendered  only  a 
boU  of  meal  8  ftone  weight.  At  prefent  very  little  of  thofe 
fmall  black  oats  are  ufedi  and  only  in  high  groundsi  as  being 
lead  liable  to  be  fhaken  by  the  wind|  and  better  fuited  to  the 
feeding  of  out  lying  cattle.  Within  thefe  few  years,  fome 
improvement  has  been  made  in  the  mode  and  implements  of 
huibandry.  The  Englifli  plough  with  two  Eorfes  and  with- 
out a  driver  is  generally  ufed  ;  and  moft  farmers  keep  a  cart. 
Of  late,  fome  of  the  low  arable  farms  have  been  divided  into 
three  or  four  fmall  farms,  and  inclofed,  which  promifes  to 
turn  out  to  the  advantage  of  both  landlord  and  tenant,  as 
thereby  a  fpirlt  of  induftry  and  emulation  4s  awakened  and 
kept  upy  the  land  better  manured  and  cultivated ;  rye,  grafs, 
and  clover  raifed,  and  more  oats,  bear,  and  potatoes,  procur* 
ed  in  proportion  to  the  fowing  than  heretofore.  Thefe  are 
the  natural  confequences  of  the  tenants  having  liberty  to  a£k 
freely,  and  onfhackled  by  the  will  and  opinions  of  three  or 
four  neighbours.  This  plan  has  alfo  been  followed  by  a  necef^ 
fary  reduction  in  the  number  of  cows  and  horfes,  by  which 
means  thofe  kept  are  better  reared  and  fed* 

It  was  a  prevailing  error  of  old,  ftlll  not  quite  worn  out,  in 
the  management  of  paOure  land,  to  put  in  too  many  cattle,  and 
in  agriculture  to  plough  much  without  manuring  properly. 
Out-field  land,  as  formerly  manured  in  this  country  by  fum- 
mer  folding,  or  teathiog,  will  not  pay  the  coft  of  feed  and 
labour,  not  to  mention  the  great  hurt  done  to  the  cattle.  A 
few  acres,  well  manured  and  cultivated,  will  yield  a  greater 
and  better  return  than  double  the  number  of  acres  poorly 
manured  and  cultivatedj  and  the  pafturage  will  be  confider- 
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ably  meliorated  and  enlarged.  But  though  the  fubditiding 
of  low  arable  land  into  fmall  farms,  or  large  crofts,  may  be 
moft  beneficiali  it  is  quite  the  reverfe  in  hill  and  high  pafture 
land.  The  greater  the  range  for  fheep  and  young  black  cattle 
the  better,  and  the  expence  of  management  the  lefs.  It  is  an 
unjuft  and  ill  founded  allegation,  that  the  planting  our  hills 
and  high  pafture  land  with  Iheep  has  defolated  our  country, 
and  been  the  chief  caufe  of  emigration  to  America.  To  elu- 
cidate this  pofitioQj  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  formerly  thefe 
hills  and  high  lands  were  grazed  by  Aot$,  young  cattle,  or 
dry  cows  to  fatten  for  market ;  very  often  only  by  goats,  roe, 
and  red  deer.  The  larged  hill  or  glen  planted  with  black 
cattle  required  only  one  herd  to  tend  them,  as  well  as  the 
fheep  do ;  fo  that  both  thefe  methods  of  management,  the 
flocking  with  black  cattle  or  with  flieep,  thus  far  make  no 
alteration  in  the  population.  But  when  it  is  further  confi- 
dered,  that  the  black  cattle,  paftured  on  the  hills  and  high 
lands  in  fummer,  could  not  be  kept  there  in  winter,  without 
great  danger  of  periOiing,  as  they  often  did,  it  mud  be  evi- 
dent that  a  certain  confiderable  track  of  low  lying  land,  be- 
hoved to  be  withdrawn 'from  the  plough,  and  appropriated 
to  the  fapport  of  thofe  cattle  which  had  paftured  on  the  hills 
in  fummer.  Of  this  fait  any  perfon  who  travels  through  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  and  obferves  how  much  low  arable 
land  is  laid  wade  Into  winter  Inclofures  for  black  cattle,  muft 
be  fully  feniible.  So  far  then  is  the  planting  our  hills  and 
high  glens  with  iheep  from  depopulating  our  country,  that 
the  very  reverfe  appears  manifeilly  to  be  the  cafe,  e(jpecially 
in  thefe  and  the  neighbouring  pariflies.  And  when  to  this 
it  is  added,  that  the  hills  and  higher  lands  yield  better  re- 
turns from  (hecp  than  from  any  other  ftock,  that  the  flieep 
fweeten  and  enrich  the  land  and  grafs,  and  that  they  foon 
convert  the  dreary  barren  hill,  and  black  heath  into  fine, 
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\ 
rich)  and  green  pafture,  bo  doubt  ought  to  reiQain  that  the 
ilocking  thcfc  hills  wit)i  fliccp,  are,  in  every  rclpcfi,  not  only 
liot  prejudicial,  but  highly  beneficial,  to  our  country. 

The  great  and  chief  caufe  of  the  fi^uent  and  numerous 
(migrations  from  the  bighlandt  to  America,  is  the  natural 
ileriiity  of  the  foil,  which  does  not  fiirniih  the  means  of 
fubfiilence  proportioned  to  the  iocreafing  poptilation  and 
number  of  inhabits^nts  \  and,  therefore,  when  they  cannot  ^ 

procure  employment  in  their  native  country,  they  ^e  of  ne-  ] 

cefiity  obliged  to  fearch  for  it  in  didant  and  more  fertile 
climes  ;  and  as  America,  from  common  report,  true  or  falfe, 
promifes  the  beft  and  readied  (upply  of  their  more  imme*^ 
diate  wants,  the'  rage  of  emigration  to  that  quarter  part  of 
the  globe,  has  prevailed  much  of  late  years.     If  the  High- 
lander could  find  employment  and  the  means  of  comfortable^ 
or  even  bare,  fubfiftence  at  home,  (and  his  want$  are  not  nu* 
snerous)  fuch\is  his  attachment  to  the  natale  folum^  that  he 
would  never  think  of  baniihing  himfelf  for  ever  from  hi^ 
country  in  order  to  better  his  condition.     It  is  no  doubt 
true,  that  the  Ill-judged  and  unfeeling  oppreijion  of  fqme 
landlords  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  in  raifiqg  the  rent  of 
their  lands  beyond  what  the  tenants  can  bear  or  pay,  and  in 
^xaAing  of  them  perfonal  ferv|ces  fo  grievous,  that  they  caiv- 
not  attend  to  the  proper  management  of  their  own .  pofief- 
£ons,  has  been  a  productive  caufe  of  emigration  to  America. 
The  difad vantages  arc  numerous.     A  rainy  ftormy  climate ; 
.  autumn   floods  and  cquinoftial  florms,  which  often  fruftrat^ 
the  labours  of  the  induflrlous  farmer  ;  and  what  is  a  greater 
difcouragement,  he  who  raifes  the  beft  and  moft  luxuriant 
crop,  is  fure  to  fufier  moft  from  the  climate  by  lodging  and 
Shaking.     Only  early  and  green  crops  can  be  cuhivated  to 
any  advantage  in  fuch  a  climate.    It  is  no  unwarrantable  af^ 
fcrtion  that  the  beft  and  rlcheft  land  upon  the  weft  coa^ 
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will  yictd  a  better  return,  and  pay  a  higher  rent,  in  grafs  and 
pafturage,  than  in  railing  corn  or  grain.  Another  difadvan- 
tage  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  weft  coaft  is  their  great  diftance 
from  proper  markets  to  fell  their  cattle,  and  fupply  them-* 
felves  with  meal,  grain,  and  the  other  neceflaries  of  life, 
more  particularly  fuel.  Their  ordinary  fuel,  peats,  for  the 
moft  part  in  the  high  muirs  and  inaccefQble  ground,  trouble- 
fome  ill  the  making  and  calling,  raquire  much  time  and  ma« 
ny  hands,  and  after  all  the  drying  and  fecuring  of  them^' 
uncertain  and  precarious  la  a  climate  fubjeA  to  great  rains. 
This  is  the  principal  perfonal  fervicc  required  by  the  land- 
lord from  his  tenant  in  thofe  parifibes,  and  not  likely  to  be 
difcontinued,  as  no  gentleman  or  pofleObr  of  a  farm  can  keep 
fuch  a  number  of  fervants  as  are  neceflary  to  fecure  a  fuffi^ 
clency  of  peats  for  the  confumpt  of  hb  family,  and  day  la- 
bourers cannot  be  had.  The  wife  and  judicious  removal  of 
the  coal-duty,  particularly  if  it  (hall  be  joined  with  the  in« 
troduAion  of  manufaAures,  will  tend  more  to  the  comfort 
and  improvement  of  the  highlands,  than  any  thing  that  has 
yet  been  devifed. 
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NUMBER    XXVII. 

PARISH   OF  CARNWATH. 

f  County  and  Prejbytery  of  Lanark. — Synod  (fGlafgmv 
and  Ayr.) 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  George  Mark. 


Extent  t  Name^  ^e. 

THE  parilh  of  Caniwath  is  of  confiderable  eztenty  mea* 
foriDg   12  miles  from  S.  to  N.  and  8  firom  £•  to  W. 
Its  form  is  pretty  regulafi  being  that  of  an  oblong  fquare, 
one  corner  excepted^  where  the  parifli  of  Dunfyre  comes  in  a 
.  little. 

The  name  Carnwath  is  compounded  of  cam  or  eairn^fo 
common  in  Britain,  and  watb^  which  in  the  Saxon  language 
fignifies  the  ford  or  paflage  of  a  river.  This  name  is  defcrip* 
•  tive  of  the  fituation  of  the  place ;  for  the  little  brook,  which 
runs  paft  the  weft  lower  end  of  the  town,  is  not  eafily  ford, 
able  on  horfeback  for  a  confiderable  way  either  above  or  bc«, 
low  the  village. 

Soil,  isfc. — ^The  foil  is  different  in  different  parts  of  the  pa- 
riflb.  Round  the  village  and  neighbourhood  the  lands  are 
fandy,  with  a  mixture  more  or  lefs  of  black  loam.  The  holms 
of  Clyde  on  the  S.  W.  are  a  rich  deep  clay ;  the  holms  of 
Medwin  on  the  S.  much  more  inclined  to  fand,  owing  to  the 
landy  grounds  through  which  that  water  runs  for  a  confider- 
able 
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able  way  aboT«.  In  the  muirland  parts  of  th«  parifh  the  ara^ 
ble  lands  are  either  a  cold  ftiff  clay,  or  mofs,  with  clay  or  fand 
at  bottom*  The  pafture  grounds  in  thefe  places  are  equal* 
ly  different.  In  the  dale  land  part  (as  it  is  here  called)  the 
grafs  is  fweet  and  good,  fit  either  for  rearing  or  fattening  Uack 
cattle  or  fheepi  but  in  the  muirland  parts  a  large  portion  of 
the  pafture  is  boggy  ground,  which  produces  plenty  of  a  coarif 
four  benty  grais,  calculated  for  rearing,  but  not  for  fattening^ 
the  cattle  that  are  paftured  upon  it.  Large  traAs  of  fach 
paAure  lie  along  the  banks  of  every  rivulet  which  runs  througit 
the  northern  parts  of  the  parifli. 

In  the  extenCve  eftate  of  Count  Lockhart  of  Lee  and 
Camwath,  turnip  farming  has  been  lately  introduced,  with  a 
certain  rotation  of  crops  to  follow  the  turnip  courfe,  which 
the  tenants,  by  their  leaies,  are  bound  to  obierve.  The 
greater  part  of  that  eftate  in  this  diftrid  feems  to  be  well 
calculated  for  that  mode  of  farming,  as  it  is  in  general  dry, 
inclined  to  fand ;  but  when  the  turnips  are  carried  entirely 
off  the  field,  for  the  purpofe  of  feeding  cattle  in  the  hoafe» 
(which  is  the  common  practice  at  prefent),  fuch  crop  is  found 
to  impoverifh  our  fandy  land  exceedingly ;  fo  that  if  the  £ir« 
mer  does  not  reftore  to  the  ground  the  dung  produced  bf 
the  turnips,  he  may  lay  his  account  with  a  very  fc^ty  crop 
of  barley  the  following  feafon.  The  reafon  feems  to  be,  that 
the  grounds,  from  the  iandy  nature  of  the  foil,  are  eafily  pul* 
verifed,  and  give  their  whole  vegetable  ftrength  at  once  t9 
the  produQion  of  the  turnips,  and  muft  therefore  be  renew* 
ed  with  dung  to  put  them  into  a  condition  for  producinf 
another  crop.  This  new  mode  of  farming,  which  was  ex- 
ceedingly unpopular  with  the  tenants  at  its  firft  introduction, 
i)ids  fair,  however,  to  increafe  greatly  the  rent  of  the  lands, 
and  to  better  the  condition  of  the  tenants.  A  few  years  ago 
there  wa9  no  fuch  thing  known  in  this  diftriCt  as  a  turnlp-fed 
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bullock  or  cow ;  but  now  there  is  not  a  tenanti  who  holds  hl^ 
hxm  hj  a  late  leafe^  who  does  not  feed  from  5  to  io«  and 
(bme  of  them  upwards  of  20,  black  cattle  every  feafon,  which 
have  hitherto  turned  to  very  good  account,  each  yielding 
from*  2I.  to  3I.  IDS.  profit,  and  fometioies  more.  The  tand, 
after  the  turnip  crop,  is  Town  down  with  barley,  clover,  and 
rye  grafs;  the  grafs  is  cut  the  year  following,  and'paftur- 
ed  for  the  next  Jbur,  and  at  fecond  lifting  is  fubjefled  to  a 
different  rotation. 

In  the  mnirland  part  of  the  parifli  the  turnip  farming  has 
iK)t  as  yet  been  much  tried ;  and,  indeed,  neither  the  foil  nor 
climate  feem  to  be  fitted  for  fuch  a  crop.  Neither  the  dale 
nor  muirland  part  of  the  parifh  has  been  much  efteemed  for 
the  production  of  peafe.  There  is  in  general  plenty  of  Ilraw^ 
but  often  very  little  grain.  Vv  hen  the  land  in  the  niuirs  is 
properly  cleaned,  and  fown  down  with  clover  and  rye-grafs, 
it  feldom  fails  to  produce  an  excellent  crop  of  hay. 

In  the  mofiy  lands  there  is  a  peculiar  mode  of  cultivation 
obferved.  When  the  mofs  is  deep,  and  fo  foft  as  not  to  bear 
the  plough  hories  in  winter.  It  is  fomctimes  plouohed  in  the 
drought  of  fummcr-,  burnt  when  fo  dry  as  to  burn,  the 
aihes  fpread  ever  the  whole,  and  then  fown  down  in  the 
fpring,  without  any  further  cultivation,  with  barley  and  oats ; 
and  in  favourable  feafons  a  very  rich  crop  is  produced.  Mof^ 
of  this  kind,  repeatedly  burnt,  becomes  thinner  and  thinner, 
till  it  difappears  almoft  or  altogether,  and  leaves  the  ciaf, 
that  was  once  three  or  four  ieet  down,  on  the  furface.  Some 
hundreds  of  aci'es  have  been  converted  in  this  manner  from 
mofs  to  arable  land ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  in  half  a  century 
tliere  will  be  but  little  mofs  of  this  kind  in  the  parifh,  in 
comparifon  of  what  there  is  at  prefent.  But  there  are  other 
cxtcnfive  moflcs  in  this  diftridl,  commonly  called  flowe^ 
which  it  is  not  probaWc  ever  will,  or  cvw  can  be,  converted 
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Into  arable  land*  Some  of  thefe  flowes  are  found  to  be  20, 
25»  or  30  feet  deep,  and  are,  befides,  fuch  a  dead  level,  that 
the  water  has  little  or  no  defcent ;  and  even  fuppofing  they 
Ihould  be  caft,  or  burnt  to  the  bottom,  (landing  pools  of 
dirty  water  could  only  ftand  in  their  place. 

Every  farmer  in  the  pari(h  raifes  potatoes,  in  greater  or  lefs 
quantities,  for  the  ufe  of  their  families » they  are  fometimes  ufed 
alfo  for  feeding  their  labouring  or  fattening  their  other  cattle. 
The  cottars  and  poor  people  in  the  village  of  Carnwath  and 
the  other  villages  of  th^  parilh,  have  allowed  them,  by  the 
neighbouring  farmers,  ground  for  planting  2,  3,  or  4  pecks 
of  potatoes,  for  fuch  a  number  of  days  ihearing  in  the  har- 
veft  as  can  be  agreed  upon,  infomuch  that  the  potatoes  raifed 
in  this  nunner  make  a  confiderable  part  of  the  food  of  thefe 
poor  people  for  more  than  fix  months  in  the  year.  Thi^ 
root  anfwers  exceedingly  well  with  our  fandy  lands,  which 
produce  not  only  large  quantifies,  but  good  in  their  kind; 
bat  the  cold  fiiff  clay  does  not  anfwer  fo  well.  The  farmers 
obferve  that  they  have  better  crops  from  potatoe  than  from 
turnip  land,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  dung. 

Little  flax  is  fown  in   the  parilh,  excepting  for  dome/lie 

purpofes ;  what  is  raifed  for  fale  is  exceeding  trifling.    The 

poor  people  have  commonly,  along  with  their  cottage,  ground 

for  fowing  half  a  peck  of  lintfeed.     The  flax  thus  raifed  is 

partly  yplied  to  family  u(e,  the  remainder  fpun  in  winter 

into  yarn  of  a  fpindle  per  pound,  which  is  in  general  fold  to 

the  Glafgow  manufaAurers,  at  Lanark  fairs,  from  2  s.  2  d.  to 

2  s.  6  d.    Oats  and  barley,  or  beer,  are  the  common  crops 

of  this  diftrift ;  and  on  thefe  the  farmer  principally  depends 

for  the  payment  of  his  rent.     It  is  dilHcult  to  afccrtain  the 

value  of  the  land  in  this  parifh,  as  there  are  fome  thoufand 

acres  in  ic  not  worth  6  A.  per  acre.    The  infield  land  about 

the  village  and  neighbourhood  is  let  from  20  s*  to  30  s.  or 
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I L  i;  s.  per  acre ;  the  holms  on  Clyde  and  Med  win  are  Tjl- 
laed  at  about  15  s.  per  acre,  and  the  oatfield  lands  from  5  s. 
to  res.  Befidcs  the  grounds  already  defcribed»  there  area 
few  extenfive  iheep  (arms,  nxiftly  covered  with  heath,  better 
fitted  for  breeding  and  rearing  (heep,  than  fattening  them 
for  the  butcher.  Excepting  a  few  (mall  flocks  kept  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  pari(h,  thefe  flocks  conGft  of  ewes  bought  in,  in  the 
fpringf  the  lambs  fold  in  the  fummer  commonly  to  the  Gia& 
gow,  Hamilton,  or  Linlithgow  butchers,  and  the  ewes  fold 
to  the  fame  at  the  end  of  harveft.  The  fheep  kept  in  the 
pariOi  may  amount  altogether  to  about  7000.  The  number 
of  black  cattle,  young  and  old,  may  amount  to  nearly  1 700  ; 
and  the  ploughs  in  the  parifli  to  about  80;  and  as 
thefe  are,  in  general,  drawn  by  four  horfes,  the  number  of 
the  latter  is  confcquently  320.  Bcfidcs,  few  of  the  farmers 
poflefCng  a  ploughgate  of  land,,  have  fome  two,  others 
three,  or  perhaps  four  young  horfes  ;  and  the  fmall  tenants 
have  one  or  two  for  the  purpoie  of  driving  coals,  or  meal 
for  the  Glafgow  market ;  fo  that  the  total  number  of  horfes 
may  be  nearly  cftimated  at  700. 

Manufaflures. — There  arc  np  manufaAures  carried  on  in 
this  parifli,  ^Willbntown  excepred,)  but  what  are  ncceflary 
for  fupplying  the  confumpt  of  the  inhabitants.  There 
are  confiderable  numbers  of  weavers  both  in  the  village,  and 
in  different  parts  of  the  parish  \  but  their  fole  employment  is 
to  weave  the  cloth  wanted  for  the  private  ufe  of  their  neigh* 
bours«  There  are  a  few  ftocking-weavers  in  the  place  who 
work  for  the  Glafgow  manu&flurers ;  and  an  expert  and  AU 
ligertt  tradefman  in  this  line  may  earn  from  2  s.  to  2S.  6d. 
per  day. 

At  Wilfontown,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  parifli,  an  el!- 
tcnfive  iron-foundry  was  fome  years  ago  ercAed  by  two  bro* 

thers^ 
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thers,  of  the  name  of  ^ilfo^,  of  the  CIcugh  family,  Swediih 
merchants  in  London,  both  gentlemen  of  interprife  and 
large  capital ;  and  although  the  manufafiure  is  unluckily  fub- 
jeAed  to  a  temporary  ftagnation,  yet  no  doubt  can  be  enter* 
tained  of  its  turning'  out  a  very  beneficial  fpeculation  to  the 
proprietors.     This  work  is  peculiarly  happy  in  its  fituatioa 

i  with  refpe^l  to  materials^  for  in  the  very  ground  on  whick 

the  blaft  furnaces  are  erected  (two  in  number)  there  are  coat, 
ironftone,  limeftone,  and  fire-cUy,  all  eflentially  neceflary  for 
carrying  on  the  manufafture ;  and  perhaps  there  is  not  a 
work  of  the  kind  in  Britain,  which  has  all  thefe  materials  (b 
near  at  hand,  and  in  fuch  abundance.  The  land  carriage  of 
the  iron  to  the  neareft  port^  Borrowftounneis,  Is  about  18 
miles,  and  to  Lpith  about  27 ;  but,  by  a  line  of  road  now 
marked  out,  the  diftance  to  Leith  will  be  reduced  to  about 
21  miles.  The  carriage  in  fummer  is  about  8  s.  and  in  win- 
ter 10  s.  /^  ton.— -The  workmen,  of  different  defcriptions^ 
employed  before  the  temporary  ftagnation  mentioned  above, 
fuch  as,  furnace-men,  forge-men,  miners,  coalliers,  &c.  with 

I  their  families,  maybe  computed  at  upwards  of  400.    The 

blaft  furnaces  are  employed  in  cafting  pig-iron,  and  tea 

p  forges  in  converting  thefe  pigs  into  blooms,  a  name  given  to 

i  the  iron  before  it  undergoes  the  laft  operation,  viz.  beating 

out  into  bars. 

P^uhtion^^^ThtTz  are  ^bout.  3000  in  the  parifb,  of  thefe, 

1397  Males 
1603  Females. 
And  of  the  whole  number  there  are  below 

8  years  of  age  •  -  -  432 

The  number  of  fouls  to  each  family  in  the 
Tillage  of  Carnwath  is  on  an  average  -         3  J  nearly 

The 
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The  number  in  the  eoontry  part  of  the 

parifh        -  -  -  .  -  45. 

The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755  was  -  2390  fouk. 
As  tht  regifter  of  births  and  bapttfms  in  the  parifh  is  ▼cry' 
incomplete,  no  Certain  computation  can  be  foanded  upon ; 
and  the  reafon  isy  that  man^  of  the  Biflenters  do  not  regif* 
ter  the  names  of  their  children  at  all ;  nor  does  the  regifter 
of  marriages  afford  more  certain  grounds  on  which  to  pro- 
ceedj  as  fome  of  the  Cameronians  do  not  give  in  their  names 
for  proclamation  of  banns,  and  many  more  go  into  Edin- 
burgh, and  are  there  privately  married ;  fome  by  the  eftab- 
lifhed  clergy  on  extraft  of  proclamation  of  banns  from  the 
feffion-derks  of  Edinburgh,  and  fome  by  perfons  unknown. 

The  Diflenters  of  different  denominations  fuch  as,  Burghers, 
Antibnrghers,  of  the  Relief  congregation,  and  Cameronians, 
amount  to  about  one  in  ten  of  the  whole  number  of  parifhio- 
ners.  Conveniency  greatly  increafes  the  number  of  the 
Burgher  Diflenters,  as  the  northern  parts  of  the  parifh  lie 
confiderably  nearer  to  the  Seceding  Meeting-Houfe  at  Long 
Ridges  in  the  parifh  of  Whitburn  than  to  the  parifh  church,  ^ 
and  the  roads  to  the  former  are  much  better.«-The  popula- 
tion of  the  parifh  would  have  fufiered  a  very  great  decreafe 
of  late,  had  there  not  been  a  coniiderable  influx  of  flrangers 
10  the  Wilfontown  works.  The  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Carnwath  are  greatly  diminifhed  within  thefe  5  years.  In 
1788  the  prefent  incumbent  took  up  an  accurate  lifi  of  the 
examinable  perfons  in  the  parifh,  the  number  of  thefe  in  the 
village  (f.  e.  from  8  years  old  and  upwards)  was  498 :  In  1793 
he  made  up  an  exa£t  lift  of  the  number  t>f  fouls,  and  found 
the  whole  to  be  no  more  than  500 ;  fo  that  •  in  little  more 
than  4  years  the  number  of  inhabitants  had  decreafed  about 
70.    This  diminution  was  occafioncd  by  many  of  the  low 

houfes 
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hoafes  being  allowed  to  £adl  into  ruins ;  and  the  reafon  of  this 
was,  that  the  tenants  in  the  place,  at  the  laft  let  of  the  lands, 
had  fuch  a  fmall  pittance  allowed  to  each,  that  they  could 
not  afford  their  cottagers  any  longer  the  ground  necefiary 
for  their  potatoes  and  lint,  which  had  formerly  gone  along 
with  the  cottage.  Newfiigging,  another  confidcraUe  Tillage 
in  the  parifh,  is  alfo  diminifhed  in  the  number  of  its  inhabx« 
tants,  though  not  to  fuch  a  degree  as  Camwath. 

Heritors  and  Rent. — There  are  many  heritors  in  this  pari(h  ; 
the  moft  confiderable  arc,  Count  Lockhart  of  Lee  and  Carn- 
wath.  Lord  Braxfieldi  William  Bertram  of  Nifbet,  Sir  James 
Stewart  Denholm  of  Coltncfs  and  Wichfield,  John  and  WiU 
liam  Wilfons  of  Wilfontown,  WiiUam  Tenant  of  Pool,  Mrs 
Lockhart  of  Eaflfield,  Mr  Logan  of  Woodend,  and  upwards 
of  30.  more.  Thefe  laft,  two  or  three  excepted,  refideon  their 
own  property,  confifting  of  farms  from  80  L  down  to  loL 
of  annual  rent,  which  they,  in  general,'  occupy  themfelves. 
The  Houfe  of  Carnwath  never  was  the  refidence  of  the  Lock- 
hart fiimily,  but  has  been  occafionally  ufed  as  a  hunting-feat. 
The  only  heritor  of  note  who  refides  conftantly  in  the  parifli 
is  William  Bertram,  £fq;  at  Kerfwdl,  about  two  Englifh 
miles  from  Carnwath. — ^The  valued  rent  of  the  pari(h  is  up- 
wards of  5000 1.  Scotch  *f  the  real  rent,  putting  a  proper  va- 
lue on  the  farms  pofleffcd  by  the  different  proprietors,  is 
about  5000 1.  Sterling. 

Rivers  and  Lakes.^Ot  thefe  the  Clyde,  on  the  S.  W. 
boundary,  is  the  moft  confiderable.  The  N.  and  S.  Medwins, 
which  unite  their  ftreams  on  the  S.  about  a  mile  before  they 
fall  into  the  river  Clyde  \  Dippool,  which  divides  the  parifli 
nearly  into  equal  parts,  and  Cleugh  Burn,  are  but  fmall  rivu- 
lets compared  with  the  Clyde.    There  is  plenty  of  trout  in 

thefe 
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tbefe  ftreams.  Large  pike  are  alfo  foand  in  the  old  runt  of 
the  Clyde.  The  water  that  comes  firom  the  iron^works  feems 
to  be  unfiriendlj  to  trouts,  aa  none  are  to  be  found  for  a  great 
way  below  the  works^  where  they  formerly  abounded.  Few 
eels  are  found  in  any  of  thefe  waters,  and  no  falmon  above 
the  falls  of  the  Clyde.  There  is  a  lake  ^  of  a  mile  to  the 
W.  of  the  village  of  Carowatht  more  than  a  mile  in  circom- 
ference  ^  fmall  perch  are  the  only  fi(h  found  in  it. 

Minerals^  tsfc, — On  the  N.  fide  of  Oippooli  coal,  iron,  and 
Umeftone  abound  every  where ;  the  fprings  and  fmall  ftreams 
on  this  fide  are,  in  general,  hard  water^  not  good  for  tea^ 
wafliingi  or  for  watering  flax.  To  the  S.  of  this  water,  no  coal, 
and  little  iron  and  limeftone  have  been  difcovered  \  and  the 
fprings  and  fmall  ftreams  on  this  fide  are  commonly  foft. 
Freeftone  abounds  in  every  part  of  the  parifli.  At  Wilfon- 
town  the  freeftone  is  of  a  greyifli  white  colour,  fofe  when  ta- 
ken out  of  the  quarry,  but  hardening  when  expofed  for  a 
time  to  the  air.  Stones  of  any  dimenfion  may  be  raifed  out 
of  the  quarries  at  Wilfontown,  In  the  fouth  parts  of  the 
parifh  the  freeftone  is  of  a  reddifli  colour.  Although  none 
of  the  rifiog  grounds  in  the  parifli  caA  with  propriety  be  cal- 
led a  mountain,  yet  Leven  Seat,  on  the  northern  boundary, 
is  about  laoo  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  Clyde,  but  as  the 
afcent  is  long  and  gradual,  it  does  not  appear  to  the  eye  to . 
be  fo  high  as  it  is  in  reality  •. 

'  Poor. 

*  There  are  but  few  antiquities  and  curiofities  in  this  dtftrid 
worthy  of  notice.  At  the  well  end  of  the  village  of  Carnwath, 
there  is  a  large  tumulus  or  moat  evidently  artificial,  of  a  form 
fomewhat  elliptical,  the  diameter  from  E.  to  W.  longer  than 
that  from  N.  to  S,  There  is  an  opening  on  the  top  which  has 
been  the  entrance  of  a  rude  turnpike  fort  of  ftair.  that  once 
reached  to  the  bottom,  but  is  at  prefent  filled  up  with  ftones  and 
ntbbiib  thrown  in  from  time  to  time  by  young  and  idle  people. 

This 
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P»r.— Two  hundred  pounds  had  many  years  ago  been  mor- 
tified by  the  Weftfliicld  family,  for  the  behoof  of  the  poor  of 

the 

This  feems  to  fuggeft  that  it  was  not  ody  originally  meant  for, 
but  intended  to  continue*  a  burying-place:  It  is  furrounded  with 
adeep  ditch  and  large  mound  round  the  whole.  It  was,  upwards 
of  40  years  ago,  planted  with  Scotch  firs,  which  have  grown  but 
flowly. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  lar^e  mofs  or  cave  to  the  north  of  the 
village,  on  a  narrow  point  ofdry  land  that  juts  out  a  little  into 
the  mofs,  are  the  ruins  of  the  CaAle  of  Couthalley,  the  feat  of 
the  ancient  family  of  8omn?erville,  a  branch  of  the  Sommer- 
villes  of  Whitmor  in  England,  and  which  fettled  in  this  coun- 
try aboot  the  middle  of  the  12th  century.  This  family,  the 
moft  [Powerful  and  opulent  in  this  part  ot  the  country,  were  at 
one  time  poireffed  of  the  baronies  of  Carnwath  and  Libeiton  in 
Clydefdale,  and  of  Linton  in  Tweeddale.  Sir  John  Somerville 
of  Camwrtth  and  Linton  was  a  fteady  and  faithful  adherent  of 
Robert  Bruce,  in  the  violent  and  bloody  conteft  he  had  to 
maintain  for  the  crown.  This  CaQle  has  once  been  a  place  of 
great  ftrengch,  furrounded  with  an  exceeding  deep  ditch  and 
large  earthen  mound,  the  entry  being  by  a  draw-bridge  ^n  the 
W.  Tradition  fays' that  it  got  the  name  Couthalley,  ^ which 
figbifies  a  w«irm  (heltered  walk  or  avenue,)  becaufe  at  this  time 
there  was  an  avenue  from  the  Caftle  all  the  way  to  the  village 
of  Carnwath,  bordered  on  each  fide  by  full  grown  oaks;  and 
what  feems  to  give  weight  and  confirmation  to  this  tradition,  is^ 
that  when  this  mofs  is  dog  to  the  bottom,  large  oaks  are  often 
found,  fome  of  them  in  a  farprtfing  ttate  of  prefervation,  con- 
fidering  the  amazing  depth  at  which  they  now  lie.  Befides  oaksi 
.  there  are  alfo  Scotch  firs,  birches,  alder,  hazdl,  5cc.  found  ac 
the  bottom.  Some  of  the  nuts  appear  entire  till  touched,  but  the 
flighted  touch  breaks  them  to  pieces.  The  vegetables  found  on 
the  furface  of  this  mofs  are  a  dry  ftunted  kind  of  heath,  and  a 
ftrong  thick  white  mofs,  vulgarly  called  fog.  What  is  fingular, 
the  peatb  dug  out  ot  this  mofs  to  the  depth  of  3  or  4  feet,  are 
evidently  compofed  of  this  white  fog,  clofely  cemented  with  a 
black  matter,  which  feems  to  be  the  heath  completely  rotten. 
One  of  tbefe  peats,  thoroughly  dried,  if  catioufiy  rubbed  be- 
twiit  ones  hands  may  be  again  reduced  to  that  white  fog,  which 
conftitutes  its  principal  part,  the  black  matter,  which,  like  glue, 
conneAed  the  p<^at  together,  moulders  down  in  the  operation  to 
imall  dufi.  The  deeper  this  mols  is  dug,  the  more  difficult  it  be- 
^pmes  to  feparate  the  component  parts  of  the  peat,  till  at  laft 

tho 
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the  parifli»  but  fome  time  ago  this  fom  was  unhappily  I^t  on 
perfooal  fccurity.  The  debtors  fiiilcd,  and  neither  ftock  nor  in- 
tcrcft  could  be  recovered  for  15  years  paft,  which  has  reduced 
the  parift^to  much  difficulty  in  fupporting  the  poor.  In  that 
diftrcffing  year  for  this  country,  1783,  a  contribution  was  fct 
on  foot,  and  72 1.  was  colleftcd,  moftly  from  the  principal  he- 
ritors. This  fum  was  laid  out  in  the  purchaTe  of  oat  meal, 
which  was  fold  to  the  poor  at  the  reduced  price  of  fod.  per 
peck ;  the  remainders  of  the  original  ftock  was  laid  out  in  the 
fame  manner  three  or  four  times,  and  the  meal  ftill  fold 
at  the  fame  -price  till  the  month  of  September  following, 
when  the  capital  wa  then  reduced  to  a  few  (hUlings  of  bad 
halfpence.  For  9  months  105  families  received  of  this  meal 
every  14  days,  which  rendered  their  condition,  in  that  ftraiten- 
ing  time,  more  comfortable  than  moft  of  their  neighbours. 
For  thefc  15  years,  that  neither  ftock  nor  intereft  could  be 
got,  the  p6or  have  been  fupported  by  the  collcttions  made 
in  the  church  on  Sundays,  mortcloths,  and  the  dues  for  the 
proclamation  of  banns,  and  by  occafional  chariticis  from  the 
^  Lockhart 

the  white  fog  is  found  cquaUy  rotten  with  the  heath,  and  the 
peat  becomes  hard  and  black,  and  cxceedmg  good  fuel.  This 
Sords  a  demonftrativc  proof,  that  all  roofs,  however  deep,  is 
compofcd  of  the  vegetables  that  once  crew  on  the  furface.  In 
thefrccRone  quarry  at  Wilfontown,  there  was  dog  up  a  few 
ve&rs  MO  the  trunk  of  a  large  oak  tree,  fome  feet  below  the  for. 
face  completely  petriBcd.  The  fide  of  the  tree  that  lay  upmoft 
hadW  the  bark  and  part  of  the  wood  by  rotting,  before  this 
oetrifaaion  had  come  on;  but  the  under  fide  had  the  bark  en- 
tire  with  all  that  irregular  fluting,  which  is  obfcrvable  on  tHe 
bark  of  every  full  grown  oak. 

There  are  fcveral  mineral  fprings  in  diflFcrent  parts  of  the  pa- 
rifh  impreimated  with  iron  and  fulphur,  but  the  moa  remark- 
able is  a  ^ng  onLeven  Seat,  fo  ftrongly  impregnated  with 
aUum,  that  when  ufted,  for  one  can  only  taRc  Jt,  it  afeds  the 
mouth  as  if  it  were  liquid  aUum,  fo  that  it  is  with  difficul^  that 
the  lips  can  be  feparatcd.  The  water  is  fo  amaringly  cold,  that 
U  is  next  to  tropoflible  to  fwallow  it. 
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Lockhart  fkmilf  and  others  of  the  heritors.  The  colleAions 
in  the  church  amount  annually  to  25  1. ;  the  mortcloths,  &c. 
to  about  as  much  more.  The  number  of  families  on  the  fef- 
fion  lift,  is,  on  an  average,  30  ;  thefe  have  quarterly  allow- 
ances made  them,  befides  interim  dllburfeiuentSi  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  individuals  require. 

Eeclijiafikal  S/o//.— Both  church  and  manfe  are  in  very  bad 
conditioUi  and  both  ought  to  be  rebuilt,  as  they  are  too  bad 
to  admit  of  repair.  The  church  is  an  antient  fabric.  The 
aile,  which  has  fucceffively  been  the  burying  place  of  the 
Somerville  family,  of  the  Dalziels  Earls  of  Carnwath,  and 
now  of  Count  Lockhart  of  Lee,  was  built  in  1424,  and  is  a 
Gothic  ftru£tttre,  covered  with  free  ftone  flags.  There  is 
no  record  exifting  to  give  information  when  the  body  of  the 
church  was  ereAed  \  but  from  the  difference  of  architecture 
it  appears  to  have  been  built  at  different  times.  It  is  100  feet 
within  the  walls  in  length,  and  20  in  breadth,  which  renders 
\  It  very  inconvenient  as  a  place  of  worihip.  The  church  of 
Carnwath  was  founded  in  1424  by  Sir  Thomas  Somerville  of 
Carnwath,  for  a  provoft  and  6  prebendaries.  There  was  at 
the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame  perfon,  provifion  made  for 
the  maintenance  of  8  poor  old  men.  Count  Lockhart  of  Lee 
is  patron.  The  ftipend,  by  a  late  decree  of  augmentation,  is 
29 1,  in  money,  and  4  chalders  of  meal.  The  glebe  confifts 
of  9  acres  and  one  rood.  The  manfe  was  built  in  1749;  but, 
firom  its  prefent  wretched  condition,  it  appears  to  have  been 
badly  executed  at  firft  \ 

Vol.  X.  IJ  u  Mtfcellaneous 

*  No  difeafes  are  peculiar  to  this  parifh^  The  general  com- 
plaint is  rheumatifm^  occafioned  by  the  damp  hoofes,  the  earthen 
floersy  and  perhaps  by  the  clofe  beds,  which  prevent  a  free  cir- 
culation of  freih  air,  which  is  doubtlefs  necefTary  for  the  prc^crr- 
vation  of  health.     Moll  part  of  the  parilhioners,  par.,  niariy 

women 
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Mifcellanious  Obfervations.^^ht  road  from  Edinburgh  \0 
Lanark  and  Air,  and  that  from  Peebles  to  Glafgow,  p^is 
through  this  village  :  The  former  was  completely  made  fome 
years  ago  ^  the  other  is  now  nearly  fo.  As  all  the  northern 
parts  of  the  pariOi,  and  fome  of  the  N.  £.  aboand  in  coal, 
that  is  therefore  the  common  fuel^  but  the  people  both  in 
the  muirbnd  and  lower  parts  of  the  pariflii  in  general,  burn 
peat  along  with  the  coal»  which  is  far  from  being  a  lading 
lire,  as  the  peat  burns  the  coal  quickly  away.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  this  place  have  been  long  accuftomed  to  caft  peats, 
and  cannot  be  brought  to  give  up  the  cuftom,  although,  rec- 
koning the  labour,  which  makes  a  confiderable  part  of  their 
fummer  work,  they  are  a  more  expehfive  fuel  than  coaL 
The  price  of  the  coal  at  Wilfontown  (6  Englifh  miles  from 
the  village  of  Carnwath,}  is  2^  d.  per  cwt«  At  Clempy 
coal*hill,  (much  the  fame  diftance)  the  price  is  8  d.  per  34 
itone,  which  in  winter  is  all  that  can  be  carried  on  a  iingle 
horfe  cart. 

The  price  of  butcher  meat  here  is  much  the  fame  as  it  is 
in  the  markets  of  Edinburgh  and  Lanark.  Oat  meal  is  in  ge- 
neral a  little  cheaper  in  the  Carnwath  market  than  in  Lanark, 
Hamilton^  Glafgow.  Before  the  Clyde  and  Forth  canal  was 
made,  meal  was  fold  here  at  2s.  or  2s.  6d.  per  boll,  below 
what  it  brought  at  Glafgow ;  and  it  was  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  bufinefs  of  the  tenants,  whofe  fmall  farms  did  not  a^Tord 

them 

women  who  have  arrived  at  the  age  of  50  years,  and  many  be- 
fore that  period,  are  much  dtftrciTed  with  rheumaiifm,  which 
ofittx  renders  the  decline  of  life  exceedingly  hard  and  heavy  un- 
to them.  There  is  one  perfon  now  living  upwards  of  91  ;  and 
whsit  is  remarkable,  this  man  was  the  father  of  a  child  at  the  age 
4>f  80,  and  his  wife  at  that  lime  was  more  than  51. 

Notwithdaojiing  the  evident  utility  of  inoculation,  it  gains 
ground  but  flowly  among  the  country  people  here ;  but  it  in  to 
be  hoped  that'their  prejudices  againO:  it  will  gradually  wear  off, 
and  this  falutary  method  for  the  preferyation  of  life  be  univcr* 
fally  adopted. 
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them  conftant  cmploymciUi  to  carry  it  down  to  .Cambuf- 

ncthan  for  the  fdpply  of  the  Glafgow  market.  There  are  two 

weekly  markets  in  this  place»  in   which'  meal  and  bear  are 

the  principal  commodities  bought  and  fold.     There  arc  5 

fairs  in  the  year,  but  only  two  are  confideraWe;  one  on  the 

laft  Thurfday  of  June  old  ftyle ;  the  others  about  the  middle 

of  AugufV.     The  price  of  labour  has  been  greatly  increafecf 

fioce  the  introdudion  of  the  iron  and  cotton  manufaAure* 

The  wages  of  a  good  plowman,  who  lives  in  the  farmers  hoafe, 

are  from  6  U  to  8  1. ;  the  wages  oC  a  female  fervant  from  3  1. 

to  4 1.  per  annum  \  the  wages  of  a  day  labourer  from  i  s,  to 

14  d.  or  16  d.  \  rfie  wages  of  a  good  (hearer  engaged  for  the 

harveft,  for  a  man  from   21s.  to  25  s,  for  a  woman  from 

18  s.  to  20  s.     It  is  a  common  obfervation  in  the  place,  that 

although  the  wages  of  fcrvants  are  greatly  increafcd,  they  in 

general  fave  lefs  than  when  their  wages  were  fmallcr,  as  they 

are  much  more  expenfive  in  drefs  than  they  formerly  were. 

The  fervant  men  all  wear  Englifh  cloth ;  and  th^  fervant 

maids  are  much  better  drefled  on  Sundays  and  at  fairs  and 

markets  than  their  miftreflts  were  a  few  years  ago.     The 

Scotch  dialed  is  fpoken  here^not  without  a  conHderable  mix<- 

ture  of  provincial  peculiarities  *• 

The 

•  There  arc  (\t  public  houfes  in  the  village,  in  which  fmail- 
beer,  porter,  but  particularly  whiiky,  are  fold  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  this  iaft  article  fliould  be  fo  cheap,  as  it  is  evident- 
ly tending  in  this  place  to  debauch  the  morals  of  the  lower 
clafTes.  The  quantity  confumed  here  is  almoft  incredible  ;  and 
thofe  who  are  lead  able  to  fpare  from  their  families  are  moft 
addidled  tp  this  abominable  beverage.  Befides  thefe  public 
houfes,  the  fame  liquors  are  fold  in  every  Ihop  in  the  place ;  of 
fuch  (hops  there  are  five  in  the  village,  and  others  in  different 
parts  of  the  parifb.  The  innocence  and  fimplicity  of  the  com- 
mons in  this  part  of  the  country  are  confequently  on  the  decline* 
To  attain  a  little  fmattering  of  law  is  alfo  become  an  objed  of 
attention  to  a  few  ;  and  it  is  to  be  doubted,  not  with  an  inten^* 
tion  ,that  they  may  be  enabled  to  aA  with  more  juRice  and  ho. 
nefty,  but  the  quirks  of  it  are  rather  ftudied  to  give  them  the 
advantage  of  others. 
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The  moft  eflcntial  improvement  of  this  part  of  the  coiui- 

try  would  be  to  inclofe  the  grounds  with  broad  belts  of 
planting  for  Ihelter.    The  village  of  Carnwath  (many  parts 
of  the  parifh  are  higher)  is  no  le{s  than  650  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea;  it  may  therefore  be  eafily  judged  that  (belter 
is  abfolutely  necefTary,   This  dIftriA  ought  to  be  made  a  graz* 
yg  rather  than  a  corn  country^  the  fpring  ieafon  being  un- 
commonly wet,  fo  that  the  lands  are  feldom  in  a  proper  con- 
dition  when  they  are  fown,  and  the  frofts  come  on  fo  early^ 
.  that  they  often  hurt,  and  fometimes  almoft  deftroy  the  crop. 
The  fatal  effefts  of  thefe  frofts  are  fo  juftly  and  diftinAly  de(^ 
cribed  m  the  Statiftical  Account  of  the  parish  of  Linton  in 
Tweeddale,  as  to  render  it  unnecefiary  to  fay  more  on  the 
fubjeA.     From  the  caufes  now  mentioned,  there  has  fcarce 
been  a  crop  in  the  p^uirland  part  of  this  parifh  fince  1783^ 
which  ha^;  repaid  the  farmer  for  feed  and  labour,  and  in 
many  of  thefe  years  his  returns  have  by  no  means  done  fo; 
Were  the  fields  inciofed  in  the  manner  mentioned  above,  and 
laid  down,  in  good  heart  into  grafs,  few  parts  of  the  country 
would  produce  more  or  better,  and  were  thefe  fields  plough- 
ed only  after  lying  6,  7,  or  8  years  in  pafture,  the  produce 
of  one  acre  might  well  be  computed  equal  to  the  produce  of 
two  in  the  general  mode  of  farming  at  prefent.    There  b 
plenty  of  lime  ftone  in  the  middle  of  the  pari{h>  and. a  feam 
of  coal  immediately  under  it,  fufficient  to  born  the  ftone :  It 
is  fold  at  5^d.  per  boll   flacked  lime.    To  have  this  ma- 
terial fo  near  at  hand  is  certainly  of  advantage  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  diftriQ.     It  is  found  that  laying  lime  upon 
lands  which  produce  four  coarie  grafs,  fweetens  it  muchf 
aad  increafeth  the  quantity.     As  Camwath  is  fituated  at  a 
little  diftance  from  an  wool  country  (Tweeddale),  fuel,  cheap, 
and  the  houfes  low  rented,  it  would  be  a'^oper  place  for  eC 

tablifliing 
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tablifliiDg  a  woollen  manufaAory,  was  any  perfon  of  fpirit  and 
capital  to  engage  in  that  branch  of  bafinefs* 

Some  of  the  intelligent  farmers  are  now  fenfible  of  their 
miftake,  in  allowing  their  cott-houics  to  faH  into  rains  \  for 
although  the  rent  of  thefe  houfes  was  not  an  objeA  of  impor- 
tance, yet  they  were  the  nurfery  of  the  feryants  both  male  and 
female  that  were  wanted  in  the  country.  By  allowing  thefe 
houfes  to  go  to  ruin^  the  poor  inhabitants  arc  remoyed  to  the 
manufiiAoring  towns^  and  the  farmers  find  it  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult to  procure  workmen  to  carry  on  the  neoeflary  bufinefs 
of  the  farms. 


N  U  M- 
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NUMBER    XXVm. 

PARISH    OF   HARRIS- 

(Prejbyiery  rf  Uijl. — Synod  and  County  of  Invernefs.) 

Bj  tbiRtvenndMr  John  Macleod. 


Name,  Extent^  isfc. 

TILL  of  hte»  this  pari(h  has  been  defigqed  Kilbride,  from 
one  of  the  churches  or  cells  in  it  fo  called.  It  is  now 
denominated,  in  Englifh,  Harris,  and,  in  the  vernacular  dia- 
le£V,  Na  Heradb^  i.  e.  the  Berries,  plural ;  a  name  which  feems 
to  be  Gaelic,  though  we  cannot  pretend  to  trace  its  origin 
with  precifion,  A  fanciful  etymologift  might  derive  it  from 
na  hardMf  fignifying  the  heights ;  this  parilh  being  in  reality 
the  higheft  and  moft  mountainous  part  of  the  Long  Ifland, 
in  which  it  is  fituated ;  and  another  circumftance,  which  feems 
to  give  countenance  to'  this  derivation,  is,  that  the  higheft 
part  of  the  Ifland  of  Rum,  another  of  the  Hebrides,  is  alfo 
called  Na  Heradh.  Along  the  E.  fide  of  the  parifh  runs  the 
Channel,  which  feparates  the  Long  Ifland  from  Sky  and  the 
Continent.  Its  W.  coaft  is  waflied  bf  the  Great  Atlantic 
Ocean ;  and,  on  the  fouthem  extremity,  it  is  bounded  by  the 
parilh  of  Notth  Uiftt  frpm  which  it  is  feparated  by  a  narrow 
Sound,  running  betwixt  the  ifland  of  Benieray  and  Uift,  cal- 
led Capias  Ujfty  u  e.  the  Sound  of  Uift. 

It 
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It  is  difficult  to  deicribe  the  form  of  this  pari(h  under  one 
view,  it  being  compofed  of  feven  large  iDhabited  iflands,  and 
a  multitude  of  lefler  ones  uninhabited,  moft  of  which  are  ir- 
regularly interfperied  through  the  Sound  of  Harris,  and  the 
reft  on  each  fide  of  Harrisj  properly  fo  called,  a  peninfula  of 
Lewis;  towards  which  cotmtry  it  ftretches  from  S.  to  N.  an 
immenie  diftance,  and  exhibits  to  the  view  a  group  of  loft/ 
ruggpd  mountains^  oddly  huddled  together,  ^  Rudu  iniigefia* 
«  que  moles.*  Neither  is  it  eafy  to  afcertain  the  precife  extent 
of  the  whole,  nor,  indeed,  of  any  particular  diflrift  of  it.  We 
are  not  acquainted  with  any  accurate  menfuration  of  diftances 
taken  here,  and  the  computation  of  the  people  by  mites  is  at 
bcft  uncertain.  In  this  account,  however,  we  muft,  for  want 
of  better,  adopt  it  as  our  rule,  allowing  (for  fo  we  fafely  oiay) 
every  Scotch  computed  mile  to  meafure  i^  Englifli*  ^  At  this 
I'ate,  then,  the  parifli  of  Harris,  from  the  northern  to  the 
foi;ithern  extremity,  along  the  common  track  of  travelling  by 
land,  and  the  courfe  of  navigation  through  the  Sound,  will 
be  at  leaft  48  miles  long :  lu  breadth  varies  much.  Near  the 
northern  extremity  it  b  24  miles ;  from  thence  to  the  Sounds 
it  may  be  at  an  average  from  6  to  7 ;  and,  of  the  Sound,  na« 
vigators  calculate  the  breadth  as  well  as  length  at  3  leagues. 

Divijton  of  Difiri^s. — As  the  remote  and  much  negleAcd 
quarter  of  the  BritiQi  liles,  in  which  this  pariih  is  fituated, 
is,  in  general,  but  very  imperfedtiy  known  to  the  public  at 
prefeot ;  and  as  it  may  at  fome  future  period  afiume  that  im- 
portance in  the  political  fyftem,  to.which  its  immenfe  extent, 
its  many  natural  advantages,  and  the  genius  of  its  inhabitants, 
appear  to  entitle  it,  the  inquiGtive  reader  will  readily  pardon 
in  a  work  of  this  nature  a  particularity  of  defcription,  which, 
given  of  places  better  known,  ^might  juAly  be  deemed  fuper* 
flttous  and  impertinent.    In  delineating  the  topography  of  a 

*  country 
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country  ib  eztenfive,  fb  diicontinuous^  (b  heterogeneous  ta 
form,  foil,  and  furface,  as  is  the  pariih  of  Harris,  even  pro- 
lixity of  defcription  is  not  eafily  avoided.  To  render  tUs  ac- 
count in  fome  degree  regUar  and  intelligiUe,  we  mnft  diinde 
the  parifli  into  three  feparate  diftriAs ;  and,  proceeding  in  our 
forrey,  according  to  the  general  plan  of  this  work,  from  the 
fouthern  extremity  northward,  thefe  are  as  fellows :  ijl.  The 
Southern  Ides  lying  in  the  Sound  of  Harris.  tJ^  The  main^ 
land  of  Harris  within  Tarbert.  And,  2^9  The  fereft  dr  out- 
er hills  of  Harris,  and  the  Northern  Ittes, 

I.  Defcription  of  the  South  Ips  of  Harris. 

Of  theie  four  are  inhabited,  viz.  Bemeray,  Fabbay,  Calli- 
gray,  and  Enfay.  The  names  of  thefe,  and  almoft  of  all  the 
iflands  about  Harris,  are  foppofcd  to  be  of  Danifh  origin* 
Their  general  appearance  is  either  flat  or  gently  floping  from 
a  little  elev^tjpn  in  the  nuddle.  Bemeray,  lying  about  a  mile 
N.  of  Uift,  is  a  beautihxl  and  fertile  ifland,  about  4  miles  in 
length,  and  \\  mile  in  breadth.  Its  N.  W.  fide  is  much 
damaged  by  the  breaking  of  fand  banks.  P^bay  lies  about 
a  league  N.  W.  of  Bemeray,  is  of  a  conical  appearance,  and 
riles  to  a  peak  confiderably  higher  than  any  part  of  the  other 
iflands  in  the  Sound.  Its  greateft  diameter  may  meaTure 
about  2\  miles.  This  ifland  was  once  the  granary  of  Harris, 
but  it  has  loft  much  of  its  fertility  by  the  encroachment  of 
the  fand  drift,  which  now  corers  its  S.  E.  fide  to  the  very 
top,  exhibiting  a  moft  defolate  appearance.  The  S.  W.  fide 
is  verdant,  and  well  cultivated.  The  N.  W.  fide,  expofed  to 
the  Atlantic,  yields  little  or  no  vegetation,  the  Ipray  of  the 
fea  in  ftormy  weather  wafliing  over  it.  Within  i^  league 
£«  from  Berneray,  lie  the  iflands  of  Calligray  and  Enfay,  fe- 
parated  from  each  other  by  a  narroir  Sound,  called  Caolas 

Scain, 
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Scmre,  through  wWch  the  tide  paffibs  with  the  moft  impetu- 
ous  current  known  about  thcfe  coafts.  Thefe  iflands  lie  in  a 
line  from  S.  to  N*  along  the  S.  W.  end  of  Harris.  Ihe  inter- 
mediate opening  is  moft  commonly  called  the  SvOU.«d  of  H;.r. 
tIs,  and.  is  moft  frequented  by  (hipping.  Calligray  is  about  2 
miles  long,  and  a  mile  broad.  The  S.  end  is  a  deep  n^ofs, 
and  for  the  moft  part  uncultivated  ;  the  N.  dd  a  fandy  foil 
well  cuUivated.  To  the  northward  of  this  illand  lies  Enliy, 
in  fee  and  ftiape  nearly  the  fame  as  Calligray,  being  verJant 
all  over,  and  having  a  good  foil  well  cuitivaicd. 

Of  the  uninhabited  iflands  belonging  to  rhe  fouthern  d!vi- 
iion,  fomc  are  of  confiderable  extent :  A  few  of  them  may 
mcafurc  a  mile  in  length,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  breadth. 
They  arc  covered  with  heath  and  mofs,  and  afford  pretty 
good  fummer  pafturage.  The  Ihorcs  arc  lined  with  fea-weed. 
The  people  of  the  four  iflands,  already  defcribcd,  repair  to 
them  with  their  families  and  cattle,  in  the  feafon  of  kelp* 
mannfa&uring.  Here  moft  of  them  get  peats  for  fuel,  there 
htxug  no  mofs  in  any  (^the  inhabited  iflands  ef  this  diftri^ 
excepting  Calligray  i  and,  to  procure  this  ncceflary  article, 
fomc  of  them  have  to  go  through  a  moft  dangerous  naviga- 
tion, the  dtftance  of  almoft  three  leagues.  The  names  of 
the  largeft  ifles  are  Hcrmitray,  Hulmitray,  Saartay,  Voter- 
fay,  Neartay,  Opfay,  Vaakfay,  Haay,  Suurf^jy,  Torog^y, 
Scarvay,  Lingay,  Groay,  Gilifay,  Sagay,  Stromay,  Skeilay, 
Copay.  There  is,  btGdes  thefe,  a  vaft  number  of  iflets, 
holmes,  and  high  rocks,  for  each  of  which  the  people  have 
names.  It  is  remafkable,  that  as  the  names  of  tlie  larger  ifles 
terminate  in  ay,  fo  the  names  of  thefe  laft  generally  terminate 
in  cm  ,^.  ^.  Tucm,  Cuadem,  Coddem,  &c.  From  an  emi- 
nence near  the  Sound  may  be  had  a  very  curious  view  of  the 
odd  intermixture  of  land,  rock,  and  water,  which  fills  the 
fpace  betwixt  the  mainland  of  Uift  and  the  mainland  of  Har« 
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ris.  Standing  on  this  eminence,  at  lowed  ebb  in  fpring  tidefy 
and  in  calm  weather,  one  contemplates  with  amazement  the 
vaft  variety  of  iflands,  rocks,  banks,  (hoab,  and  ftreights,  before 
bim,  compares  them  to  the  ftars  in  the  galaxy,  and  is  almoft 
bewildered  in  the  view.  <  Credos  innare  rtvulfas  Cycladas.\ 
Here  the  tide  rifes  to  a  great  height  \  the  current  runs  with 
amazing  rapidity ;  the  furge,  when  the  wind  blows  againft 
the  tide,  fwells  prodigioufly ;  and  the  roar  of  the  breakersy 
foaming  over  the  banks  and  fhoals  to  an  immenfe  diflance, 
iccms  to  threaten  the  iflanders  with  a  general  deluge.  In 
winter  ftorms,  the  view  is  tremenduous  and  grand  beyond 
the  power  of  description.  One  would  hardly  expe£t  to  find 
a  fafe  courie  of  navigation  through  fuch  a  Sound  ^  yet  the 
writer  hereof  recolleds  to  have  counted  in  one  day  upwards 
of  fixty  fail  of  herring  bufles,  which  found  their  way  through 
it  without  an  accident,  bound  northward  to  the  Loch-Rogue 
fifliing.  He  has  even  feen  fome  (hips  of  burden,  which  were 
driven  in  by  ftormy  weather  from  the  Weftern  Ocean,  pilot- 
ed in  fafety,  by  the  people  of  the  iflands,  through  this  feem* 
ingly  impervious  courfe. 

2.  De/criptm  of  the  Mainland  of  Harris  within  Tariert. 

This  track  of  country  extends  from  the  Sound  to  Tarbert, 
a  length  of  1 5  miles.  At  the  fouthern  extremity,  its  breadth 
IS  about  6  miles :  It  narrows  gradually,  but  irregularly,  towards 
the  middle  of  this  region  ;  and  from  thence  widens  again  to* 

;  wards  the  f  idge  of  mountains  that  overhangs  Tarbert,  where^ 
computing  from  the  head  lands  on  the  W.  coaft  to  thofe  on 
the  £.  the  breadth  may  be  about  8  miles.  The  whole  of 
this  didriA  is  mountainous  and  rocky,  excepting  the  W. 
coaft,  which  is  moftiy  bordered  with  a  ftripe  of  plain  ground, 
9dd  covered  with  verdure  almoft  to  the  tops  of  the  hilU* 

^  .  The 
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The  E«  coaft  is  indented  all  along  with  harbours,  bayS}  and 
creeks,  and  exhibits  to  a  fpeflator  at  fea  the  moft  barren  a& 
peA,  appearing  to  be  a  continued  bare  rock.  Near  the  fhore; 
hoveTer,  a  few  green  patches  are  to  be  feen,  brought  into 
culture  by  the  laborious  indullry  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the 
manner  hereafter  to  be  defcribcd.  The  country  is  inhabited 
along  the  ihore  on  each  coaft.  The  intermediate  (pace  is  a 
wild  uncultivated  common.  Within  this  diftrid  on  the  W» 
coaft  are  two  large  tra^s  of  fand,  cpvered  by  the  fea  at  high 
water  only.  One  of  them  rs  circular^  and  upwards  of  4  miles 
.in  circumference;  the  other  is  oblong,  about  1^  mile  long^ 
and  a  mile  broad.  The  inlet  to  each  from  the  fea  is  narrow 
but  deep.  The  procefs  of  recovering  them  would  be  hazard- 
ous and  ezpenfive  -,  but  were  they  brought  into  culture,  they 
would  be  more  valuable  than  all  the  arable  lands  in  this  diCi 
triA  of  Harris  befides.  The  names  of  the  principal  farms  ia 
this  divifion  appear  to  be  Norwegian,  e,  g.  6carafta|  Borough  or 
Bonre,  Nifaboft,  Uorgaboft,  Shelaboft. 

3.  Defcription  9/  the  For  eft  of  Harris^  and  the  Northern  Iftes. 

The  range  of  mountainous  pafture  N.  of  Tarbert,  towards 
the  Country  of  Lewis,  is  called  the  Forcft,  though  without 
a  tree  or  even  a  (hrub,  becaufe  it  is  the  refort  of  the  d(ber, 
and  is  alledged  to  have  been  a  royal  foreft.  It  begins  at  the 
narrow  ifthmus,  called  Tarbert,  which  conneAs  this  divifion 
of  the  mainland  of  Harris  with  that  already  defcribcd.  This 
Ifthmus,  about  ^  mile  broad,  Separates  the  two  largeft  bar* 
boors  in  Harris,  which  approach  it  in  oppofite  direAions,  and 
are  called  Eaft  and  Weft  Loch-Tarberr.  Its  extent  from  S.  to 
N  fcarcely  equals  its  breadth  ;  and  the  mountains  on  each 
fide  being  high,  fteep,  and  barren,  it  appears  a  deep,  dark, 
korrid  gulph.    The  Foreftj  bounded  £.  aad  W.  by  the  open 
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fea,  and  on  the  \f.  by  the  two  great  harbours  of  Loch-Sea^ 
forth  and  Loch  Rcfort,  feparated  at  the  Lewis  inarch  by  an 
ifthmus  of  about  6  miles,  is  fomewhat  of  a  triangular  ipace^ 
forming  a  very  obtufe  angle  at  Tarbert.     The  diftancc  from 
Tarbert,  a!on;r  the  W.   coaft  to  the  mouth  of  Loch-Refort, 
is  18  miles.     From  Tarbert  to  the  mouth  of  Loch-Seaforth, 
the  diAance  may  be  called  7  miles.     Proceeding  in  a  ftraight 
courfe  from  Tarbert  to  the  Lewis  march,  if  we  may  be  allow- 
ed to  fuppofe  a  ftraight  courfe  practicable  through  the  inter- 
vening obflacles,  the  diftance  may  be  called  10  miles.     This 
morntainoiis  region  refembles  a  number  of  fugar  loaves  placed 
on  their  bafes  in  contaft  with  one  another  and  broken  at  top 
into  the  various  forms  of  peaks,  protuberances,  and  excrc- 
fcences  J  perhaps  the  ruclcfl  Ipecimcn  of  nature's  workmanfl^ip. 
The  gc-.err.l  appearr^nce   is   rocky,   but  there  is  fome  coarfe 
pafturc  m  the  valleys,  and  in  the  interfticcs  of  the  rocks  along 
the  f5de*i  of  the   mountains.     Along  the  wellern  fhorc  there 
arc  a  ni:mber  of  creeks,  and  inlets  of  the  fea,  moft  of  them 
commodious  harhonrs,  at  each  of  which  a  colony  of  tenants 
has  been   plareJ,   who  contrive,  by  a  wonderful  exertion  of 
indiiftry.  to  rc.*r  as  much  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes,  as  fervcs, 
wirii  (he  help  of  their  fi*]»ing  and  other  earnings,  to  fupport 
their  i\  •  lies.     Towards  the  northern  extremity  of  this  fliore, 
there   is  one  f  rm,   called   Huikini(h,  which   contains  fome 
extent  of  arable  land,  being  a  rich  mixture  of  black  earth  and 
ihell  faiid.     The  ca'Vrn  fliore  is  alfo  inhabited  by  a  fct  of  in- 
duftrious  tenants,  who  cultivate  a  foil  of  the  mofl  forbidding 
afpeft,  fo  are  fome  patches  along  the  fides  of  Loch  Refort 
aiid  Seaforth. 

The  Northern  Ifles  inhabited  are,  Taranfay,  Scalpay,  and* 
Scarp.  Taranfjy  is  a  high  rocky  ifland,  about  4  miles  long 
and  I  broad,  lying  in  a  weftern  direftion  from  the  mouth  of 
Weft  Loch  Tarbert.    Scalpay  is  a  low,  heath  covered,  round 

Hland 


€fHarrit.  S4f 

iflaod  itt  the  cBtnmcp  to  Eaft  Loeh  Tarbert.  fts  land  dkaen- 
fiotis  are  not  eafily  afoertained^  ks  pnrts  being  iearcciy  cohe* 
reat,  through  a  fingiriar  intervention  of  «water  lakes  and  a^ms 
of  the  fea  jutting  in  through  It  in  Tarious  diroaiona.  Its  tw» 
extreme  points  from  E.  to  W*  may  he  computed  3  miles  difr 
tant.  On  the  E.  point  b  a  Kght-houfe  buHt  in  1 788  s  and  near 
the  weftcm  extremity  arc  two  of  the  bcft  natural  fatrbours  ia 
the  Hebrides :  Mariners  call  it  We  of  Glafs.  Scarp  is  a  high 
round  rocky  ifland,  one  compaft  mountain,  of  which  the 
diameter  at  the  bafe  may  be  3  miles.  It  is  fituatcd  at  the 
mouth  of  Loch  Refort,  and  divided  from  Hulkinifiiy  alreadjr 
mentioned,  by  a  found  fomewhat  lefi  than  a  mite  broad  at 
high  water. 

Of  the  uttinhsMted  iflands,  belongmg  to  this  dtvifioni  fevew 
ral  fmall  ones  are  placed  round  the  bays  and  harbours  of 
Scalpay,  and  along  all  the  creeks  of  the  E.  coaft  of  Harris* 
There  is  one  in  Eaft  Loch  Tarbert,  called  Skeotifvay,  aboutr 
z  mile  long.  In  the  W.  loch  is  a  long  fiat  one  called  Ifay  ^ 
farther  W.  along  the  forcft  fliore  are  two  called  Soay.  With- 
in Scarp,  at  the  mouth  of  Loch  ReTort,  is  a  fiat  one  called 
Fladday.  All  thefe  names  appear  to  be  Danifli  Four  leagues 
N.  W.  from  Taranfay  is  n  large  green  ifland  caBed  G'aaflseirft 
which  Is  a  Gaelic  name,  figolfying  the  rock  of  geefe.  It  is 
frequented  by  vaft  flocks  of  wild  geefe^  The  gcntlemaft 
who  pofTefles  it  ip  tack,  ufed  for  many  years  to  fend  to  ic^ 
from  the  ifland  of  Taran%»  12  heifers  and  a  buJi  aboot  the 
I2th  of  AuguR ;  and  they  were  brought  back  in  high  ord^r 
early  in  June,  each  pow  Iiaying.  a  calf»  One  year  the  whoigk 
ftock  perilled;  and,  to  whalever  canfe  the  change  may  be 
imputed)  it  is  certain  the  pafture  is  now  fo  far  degenerated^ 
that  it  affords  but  fcanty  feeding  to  about  iz  iheep  of  a  very 
finall  Gze» 
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Sei/^  PfdAta,  and  Sj/km  of  Fanmng.'^Tht  couDtry  tt 
Harris  can  never  be  enriched  by  agricukore.  The  (bil^  now 
in  culture  are,  generally  fpeakiog,  poor;  and  of  the  wafte 
lands  the  far  greater  part  will  entirely  baffle  th«;  an  of  the  hu& 
bandman  for  ever.  The  rude  inhabitants  of  the  rocky  and 
mountainous  regions  have-attecnpted  tillage  with  amazing  fuc* 
cefs»  in  places  where  an  experienced  farmer  of  a  more  fev.iur* 
able  clime  could  never  think  of  turning  a  fod  for  the  pur* 
pofe  of  railing  a  crop.  The  quantity  of  land  throughout  the 
whole  parifh^  which  can  be  called  pro|)erly  arable,  i.  e.  to  be 
turned  with  the  plough,  is  very  inconfiderabje,  in  proportion 
not  only  to  the.aLtent  of  muir  and  wafte  lands,  but  to  the 
quantity  othcrwiie  contrived  to  be  tilled.  The  plough  lands 
are  confintd  to  the  four  Southern  liles,  (none  of  which^  how- 
ever, is  altogether  arable)  fome  fields  of  fandy  foil  on  the  weft 
fhore  of  Harris  within  Tarbert»  fome  in  Hufkinifli,  and  a 
finall  patch,  perhaps  lo  acresi  in  Taranfay.  Thefe  lands  are 
laboured  with  a  common  Scotch  plough  and  feathered  fock« 
drawn  by  four  horfes  ;  and  immediately  fown  and  harrowed^ 
fomettme  betwixt  the  ift  of  April  and  12  of  May.  Weak 
lHubble  ground,  manured  with  fea-weed,  which  is  call  alhore 
in  May,  is  fometimes  ploughed  down  fo  late  as  the  10th  or 
I2tb  of  June,  and  yields  excellent  barley.  Of  all  thefe  lands 
the  foil  is  in  general  fandy ;  that  efpecially  which  lies  neareft 
the  fhore,  from  whence  the  fand  is  perpetually  drifted  by 
high  winds,  is  pure  ihell,  ground  very  fine,  in  which  the 
eye  can  fcarcely  difcern  a  particle  of  earth.  Towards  the  lat- 
ter end  of  (pring  it  gets  a  ftrong  furface ;  and,  when  plough- 
tfi  without  manure,  it  yields  a  thin  crop  of  fmall  black  oatSy^ 
the  flalks  of  which  feldom  rife  above  a  foot  firom  the  ground* 
Towards  the  rifing  grounds  the  foil  improves,  being  a  mix- 
ture of  black  earth  yid  fand,  in  which  the  com  rifes  much 
blghcTi  aad  growa  doft*    When  manucedi  both  foils,  if  the 
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ibmiiier  be  fliowery,  yield  rich  crops  of  bariey. .  The  ma^ 
nure  chitifly  uied  is .  feshwced,  ot  which  great  <|uantitie8  are 
caft  aihore  by  the  winter  ftorms  in  the  South  Iflaods;  in  a 
few  places  on  the  weft  of  Harris  within  Tarbeiity  and  in  Ta* 
raniay.  The  quaitity  of  dang  made  is  confiderable,  owing 
to  the  (hortneis  of  the  ftubble,  and  the  cattle  coofaming  the 
firaw  in  winter  provender.  There  is  neither  marl  nor  lime 
ftone  in  the  country,  not  in  the  whole  long  ifland.  Black 
earth  and  peat  duit  are  ufed  fuccefsfully  as  manure,  on  a  few 
fpots  purely  fandy.  In  the  ifland  of  Enfay  only,  there  is  (ome 
extent  of  wet  clayey  foil  arable,  and  it  is  not  reckoned  among 
the  moft  produAive.  The  only  other  kind  of  foil  in  the 
South  Ifles  is  a  black  mould,  generally  deep,  which,  when  well 
manured  with  fea  weed  and  tdled  in  lazy-beds,  u  by  hr  the 
moft  productive.  On  this  ground,  the  fliell  fand,  with  which 
the  fea  coaft  abounds,  would,  without  doubt,  anlwer  as  a  nuu 
ntire,  and  its  cffeAs  would,  in  all  probability,  be  more  per* 
manent  than  thofe  of  fea- weed,  which  feems  to  give  only  a 
temporary  ftimulus  to  vegetation,  without  enriching  the  foiU 
but  it  has  not  been  yet  tried,  for  want  of  cart  roads  to  lead  it 
up  ;  and  the  grounds  are  fo  fteep»  rocky,  and  uneven,  where 
this  foil  prevails,  that  it  will  be  difficult,  in  the  future  pro- 
grefi  of  improvement,  to  accomplUh  this  defirable  obJeO* 
There  is  upon  two  farms,  called  Rowdile  and  Strond,  at  the 
S.  extremity  of  the  mainland  of  Harris,  a  red  loamy  foil, 
by  far  the  richeft  in  the  parifli,  which  has  not  yet  beea 
brought  to  that  de.  ree  of  cultivation  it  might  admit  of.  It 
is  tilled  in  lazy-beds ;  but  if  drained  and  cleared  of  ftonCf 
which  is  by  no  means  imp ra£licable,  the  greateft  part  of  it 
mi^ht  .be  turned  with  the  plough.  The  foil  moft  prevaleqt 
in  Harris  is  a  kind  of  black  earth,,  of  firm  cohefion,  with  a 
firong  furface,  which  is  thin  over  the  rocks,  and  on  the  de* 
clivitics,  but  very  deep  and  ipuch  of  the  nature  of  mofi,  in 
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Kdajfled  t#  =thhr  feN,  wheiv  Uiia  and  fcantyE,  b  that  of  the 
toy-bed  I  tfMj-^wfa«*eic  it  fwatnpy,  a  confideraUe  cxpence 
c^  pluvious  dMotng  and  trenching  »  reqnifite  to  bring  it  into 
tf  iHte  land:  '  Sometbmg,  no  doubt,  might  be  done  in  this 
bmlch  of  agrkultiB^.improveflient ;  bttt  few  attempts  hav^ 
yet  been  made,  partly  throngh  the  piiadileAiott  of  the  paopk 
th  hvout  ct  the  aneient  fyftem  of  tnanagement^  and  partly 
through  want  of  encouragement  from  the  pcoprietefs.  Deep 
Uack  mois  is  the  only -toil  to  be  found  along  the  «^ft  coafti 
and  on  the  fbreft  (bores*  It  is  carious  to  obtcnre  how  the 
inhabitants  of  theTe  creeks  IsAour  to  cultivate  it.  Tha  firft 
operation  in  this  tedtoas  procefs  is  cutting  o£  the  fea-^ane  foe 
aiamire,  each  colony  having  a  portion  of  Ihore  allotted  u  it 
Ibr  this  purpofe,  by  the  proprietor  or  prtncfpaJ^  tatkfman  of 
ikhX)m  it  holds.  This  is  done  at  low  water,  in  fpring.  ddcs^ 
.  by  the  tenants  of  each  creek,  in  common,  and  led  up  in  credcs 
tn  then's  backs  abo\'e  flood  mark,  in  as  many  heaps  as  there 
htt  ticnslrits  on  the  farm ;  for  which  heaps  they  afterwarda 
caft^  iot^,  and  each  carries  iiis  fliare  on  his  back  to  his  own 
ground;  which  alfo  has  been  previouily  afSgned  him  by  lot« 
Kot  only  the  poomefs  of  the  pafture,  but  the  ruggcdnefi  of 
t*he  ground  difables  him  from  keeping  a  horfi;,  to  lead  the 
manure  to  his  gfound ;  for  he  often  has  it  to  carry  thxoagh 
paths  entirely  itrrpaffiUe  by  the  country  gearrans,  though  th^ 
are  perhaps  the  beft  climbers  of  their  kind  in  the  world. 
Having  thus  carried  up  his  (hare  of  the  fea*ware,  he  fpreads 
it  very  thkrk  on  the  furface  of  a  narrow  rigg,  difpofed  as  the 
toature  of  the  groufid  (than  which  nothing  can  be  imaginw} 
ciore  irregular)  mi&y  chance  to  admit,  either  in  a  (Iraighs^ 
circular,  ferpentine,  or  zig-zag  direAien,  round  the  intervene 
iDg  rocks,  pools,  or  bogs.  Then  ht  begins  to  labour  wiih 
Ills  cafdireacbi  an  implement  of  huibandry  like  that  known 
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)h  ftine  parts  of  the  footh  df  Scotknd  bf  tlie  name  of  th% 
lugged  fpade.  With  this  he  cuts  in  the  furrow  all  the  torf^ 
fie  for  bis  parpofe,  that  he  can  colIeA.  The  doda  fo  cut  are 
taken  up  by  the  hands  of  a  fecood  perfoo,  who  lays  them 
clofely  over  the  manure  on  the  rigg.  If  he  cannot  afford  X^ 
empby  a  couple  more  hands  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  r^ 
he  muft  go  round  it,  thus  cutting  and  laying  on  the  fod  till 
all  is  covered.  As  the  furface  is  very  ftrong,  and  the  foil  hf 
nature  abfolutely  barren,  an  iminenfc  quantity  of  fea-weed 
is  necefiary  to  force  from  it  a  tolerable  crop.  It  generally' 
takes  no  lefsthan  200  large  creel-fuUs,  if  not  mixed  with  dung 
or  any  other  compoft,  to  yield  a  boll  of  barley,  or  if  fowti 
with. potatoes,  which  is  the  moft  ordinary  as  well  as  the  moft 
beneficial  crop  raifed  in  thcfc  creeks,  about  12  or  14  barrels* 
The  lazy^bed,  thus  roughly  covered  with  fuch  fod  or  turf  at 
the  ground  afibrds^  is  left  in  this  ftate  till  the  time  of  fow« 
ing,  generally  very  late  la  the  fpring ;  when,  previous  to  ltd 
receiving  the  feed,  another  operation  of  coofiderable  labour  is 
found  neceflary  to  pulveriPe  it,^  that  is,  breakiog  down  thci 
rough  clods  with  a  heavy  kind  of  hoe,  which,  in  the  toughefi: 
ports  of  the  (oil,  takes  up  nearly  as  much  time  as  the  firft 
operation  of  covering  the  lazy-bed.  Then  the  feed  Is  fown  ; 
if  with  barley,  pretty  thin  ;  if  with  potatoes,  the  cuttings  are 
planted,  with  a  dibble,  not  many  inches  afuuder.  The  finiOi- 
ing  operation  is  the  harrowing,  which  is  done  with  a  hand 
rake,  having  fix  timber  teeth  and  a  handle  about  2  feet  long. 
In  the  whole  of  this  procefs,  the  me;i  are  generally  afiifled  by 
their  wives  and  all  their  children  above  12  years  old«  The 
^iOure  above  drawn  of  the  arduous  labour  of  lazy*bed  culture^ 
hdds  true  in  refpefk  to  every  other  place  through  the  pa- 
rslh,  where  the  ground  does  not  admit  of  being  ploughed* 
with  thb  exception,  that  the  manure  is  led  up,  and  the  hac* 
Vol.  X.  Y  y  rowing 


.554  StatifHud  Accmint 

rowing  performed  by  means  of  horfesj  wherever  the  nattir^ 
of  the  ground  permits  them  to  be  ufed. 

The  farmer,  who  toils  fo  hard  for  bread,  would  furelf  re- 
quire ample  returns  to  compenfate  his  labour.  There  arc 
fome  inftances  of  a  rich  iocrcafe  from  this  mode  of  cultiva- 
tion, but  the  vaft  expence  of  time  and  labour  beftowed  on 
the  ungrateful  foil  in  which  it  is  ufed,  cannot  by^ny  means 
be  faid  to  be  generally  repaid.  The  returns  from  barley  feed 
are  in  a  goocf  year  from  1 6  to  20  fold*  An  inftance^has  oc^ 
currcd,  under  the  immediate  experience  of  the  writer  here- 
of,  in  which  a  piece  of  old  ground,  richly  manured  with  fe& 
weed,  and  tilled  in  the  common  hay-bed  way,  being  fown 
with  fomewhat  lefs  than  10  pecks  of  bariey-feed,  bear  mea- 
ilire,  produced  24  bolls  of  grain ;  and  this  grain  was  fo  round 
as  to  yield  in  meal,  for  every  boll,  very  near  five  firlots.  But 
fuch  an  inftance  may  not  occur  In  50  years.  The  ground 
was  prepared  with  extraordinary  attention,  and  the  feafon  was 
remarkably  favourable-.  The  returns  of  potatoes  are  from  8 
to  10  fold  only.  Thcfe  arc  the  only  kinds  of  crop  fown  in 
the  lazy-bed,  the  year  in  which  the  manure  has  been  laid  on. 
After  this,  it  yields  two  fucceffive  crops  of  fmall  vblack  oat-$, 
firft  producing  a  fourfold  increafe,  but  degenerating  as  the 
flrength  of  the  manure  declines.  For  oats,  the  lazy-bed  is 
broken  down  to  one  fide,  and  delved  with  aa  indrument  cal- 
led the  calchrom  or  crooked  fpade.  When  the  third  year's 
crop  is  taken,  the  ground  is  let  out  of  culture,  and  yields 
good  natural  grafs,  excellent  fummcr  pafture  for  3  or  4  years ; 
after  which  it  gradually  reverts  to  its  original  fterility,  till  it 
is  broug'ht  again  into  culture  as  above.  The  grafs  is  the  main 
cbjeft  for  which  the  farmer  labours.  It  is  not  for  the  beft  re- 
turns yielded  by  his  crops  of  corn  that  he  5s  at  all  the  toil  and 
trouble  above  defer ibed,  but  chiefly  to  lay  in  a  ftore  of  win- 
ter provender  for  bis  cattle^  and  to  improve  their  fummer 
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pafiorei  by  meliorating  the  natural  barrefaneFs  of  the  foil  as 
far  as  circuoaftances  will  permit.  Could  thefe  ends  be  other- 
wife  obtained,  no  corn  crops  ought  to  be  at  all  raifed  here, 
efpecially  on  any  of  the  lands  unmanageable  by  the  plough ; 
for  though  no  people  labour  harder,  beginning  this  dreary 
procefs  fo  early  aj  the  month  of  November,  and  continuing 
it  occaiionally,  as  the  weather  permits,  as  the  caft  of  fea  ware 
may  chance  to  come>  and  as  the  necciTary  attention  to  their 
cattle  and  to  the  other  branches  of  hufbandry  allows  them, 
till  the  fbonth  of  June ;  yet  the  whole  produce  of  the  three 
crops,  barley,  potatoes,  and  oats,  may  be  fairly  cftimated  at 
little  more  than  2000  bolls,  Linlithgow  meafure,  even  in  the 
bed  of  years  ;  and  in  bad  years  the  crops  fail  To  mlferably  as 
to  yield  little  more  than  the  feed  rcquifite  for  the  next  fow*- 
ing.  They  are  more  frequently  blafied  by  the  fevcrity  of  the 
weather  in  their  progrefs  towards  maturity,  than  Ihalcen  fully 
ripe  by  autumnal  ilorms;  at  the  fame  time  they  are  liable  to 
this  laft  hazard  alfo,  fhould  they  have  efcaped  the  firft.  The 
autumnal  equinox  is  almoft  invariably  attended  with  a  Cem- 
peft ;  but  the  farmers  are  generally  fo  provident  as  to  have 
their  corns  cut  down,  even  if  they  fliould  not  be  thoroughly 
ripe,  before  this  comes  on.  In  reaping  the  barley,  a  large 
proportion,  that  efpecially  which  grows  on  the  ftrong  lazy- 
bed  grounds,  is  plucked  up  by  the  roots,  and  tied  up  in 
ihcaves,  of  which  12  are  generally  placed  clufe  together  in  a 
row  to  dry  on  the  ground.  The  ftubblc  is  afterwards  cut  oft' 
with  a  fickle,  and  the  barley  built  up  in  ftacks.  This  mode 
of  reaping  may  be  challenged  as  barbarous.  It  is,  however, 
vindicated  on  the  plea  of  neceiHty.  i'his  kind  of  Hubble  is 
the  only  fort  of  thatch  the  people  can  procure  for  their  houfei. 
The  oat  ftraw  grows  but  ihort,  aad  affords  the  cattle  but  a 
fcanty  fubfiflence  of  provender  at  the  beft.  i  h;rs  is  no  fern 
in  the  parifb ;  and  the  heather  fi:  for  thatch  is  at  the  diilance 
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hfmzny  miles  from  moft  of  the  farm  boafes;  befides,  it' ray 
admit  of  a  doubt^  whether  this  operation^  as  is  conceived, 
hurts  the  groand.  May  it  not  rather  be  reafonably  (bppofed, 
that  the  ftrong  rough  fed,  which  covers  the  lazy-bed,  being 
thus  laid  barq  for  the  winter  fcafon,  and  left  cxpofed  to  the 
fertilizing  aftion  of  fun,  wind,  and  froft;  is  the  bettier  pre- 
pared  for  the  next  year*s  tillage  and  fefcd :  On  every  farm 
thtre  is  a  kiln  for  drying  the  corn.  There  is  no  public  mill 
in  the  pariffa.  The  principal  tackfmen  have  a  fmall  one  of  a 
ficApIe  conftruAion,  each  on  his  own  farm  ^  and  the  lower 

•  orders  of  tenantry  make  fhift  to  gx'ind  their  com  by  meant  of 
quatrns,  i.  e,  a  obuple  of  light  milnitones  fet  in  motion  with 
the  hand  by  means  of  a  ftaff  fixed  in  the  upper  ftone.  This 
expedient  is  ufed  over  a  great  part  of  the  highlands,  in  places 
faf  removed  from  corn  mills.  All  the  bread,  thus  atduoufly 
procured,  is  generally  confumed  before  the  month  of  June ; 
land'  fuch  as  cannot  then  afibrd  to  purchflft  imported  meal, 
febfift  chiefly  on  the  milk  of  their  cows  and  (beep,  with  what 
£fh  they  may  chance  to  catch,  till  their  wants  are  relieved  by 
ihe  firft  fruits  of  their  potatoe  crops  early  in  barveft.  The 
produce  of  his  black  cattle  is  the  chief  fapport  of  the  fu'mer. 

'£lcepting  kdp,  this  may  be  faid  to  be  the  only  faleable  com- 
modity bj^  which  the  rents  are  paid.    Whatever  other  articles 

'  may  be  produced,  arc  found  barely  fufficient  foi'  the  fupport 
'of  Tiis  family.  The  cows  arc  of  a  leffcr  fize  and  poorer  qua- 
lity than  thofe  of  Sky  and  the  Continent ;  but  they  are  a  hartly 
breed,  and  might  be  confiderably  improved  by  paying  more 
attention  to  the  rearing  of  the  young  (lock,  and  fecuring 
the  paftures  with  better  inclofures*  They  arc  fold  in  fmall 
lots  from  each  farm  to  drovers,  who  ferry  themttothe  Iflc  of 
Sky  in  the  month  of  July }  and  from  thence  they  are  dnvcn 
to  market,  fbmetirhes  to  the  S.  of  Scotland,  but  more  fre- 
quently to  England.    Though  there  may  be  in  all  Harris 
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abdnt  90Q  tnllk  cows,  fappofed  t  br«iftdiiig  fiock»  yet  itbe 
number  annuaHyibld  to  drovers  does  not  exceed  aoo.  Ua« 
doubtedly  a. greater  number  fit  for  fale  might  be  reared,  were 
the  paftures  properly  fecurcd, .  which  of  all  the  other  obje£ls 
of  furming  ought  to  be  mod  atteoded  to.  Of  this  the  people 
,are  becoming  daily  more  fenfible  j  but  dill  a  number  of.  inve- 
r  tcrate  prejudices  obtain  in  favour  of  old  ufages,  which  will  take 
fbmc.time  to  be  entirely  eradicated*  Cows,  (beep,  andhor- 
fes,  are  too  often  albwed  to  feed  procnxfcuoufly.  The  inclo« 
fures  are  too  few,  and  thefe  few  are  very  bad.  The  com- 
•niops  ace  by  far  too  extenfive>  for  pf  the  great  extents  (in 
iuoft  inflances  of  ieveral  hundred  acres)  which  a  tackfman 
jiominally  poQciTes,  al).  tliat  he  can  call  his  own,,  is  only  a 
ftripe  aloog  the  fea.Aicre,  about  a  mikbrpad,  fenced  with  a 
wretched  feal  dyke,  rarely  f Efficient  .to  fecure  hfs  growing 
com  againft  the  dopcedatidna  of  the  cows  and  horfes  that  feed 
on  the  commons  beyond  it,  and  fcarcely  in  one  inftance  fit 
xo.  prevcDt  the  incroachment  of  fheep.  The  mode  «f  .tilli^e 
rcqairesa  vaft  aiMnber  ofhorlcs*  which  ranging  along  with 
<all  the  cows  and  flieep>  on  a  farm,  over  all  the  fenqetefs  pic- 
tures, Idbivu^  tt^  winter  and  fpring  qyarters,  down  to  the 
month..  i&  June,  pvevent  the  early  vegetation  both  of  com 
nad  grafsc  tUpon  the  whole  there  mnft  be  a  great  refor- 
mation int.flhe  habits  of  the  people,  and  in  their  fyftem  of 
managemoai,  before  the  farming  bufinefs,  in  either  line  of 
cotn  ott  eattl V  can  advance  the  country  to  aoy  dc^ee  .of 
profpeeky.  •         ,   . 

CcwSf  Shtip^  Horfes^  £siV.— The  number  of  breeding  cows, 
above  computed  at  960,  leads  us  to  rate  the  whole  number 
of  black  cattle,  in  the  patilh  at  2460,  >»  e.  the  breedit^g  (lock, 
and  its  furviving  increafe  at  the  end  of^jhree  years.  There 
is  a  vaft  difference  in  the  quality  of  thefe  eows.    Thqfe  re^r-^ 
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cd  on  the  beft  jaftares  may  draw  3  U  or  3  K  js.  per  heady 
ordinary  cattle  from  2  L  to  2l«  los.  whilft  others  at  their 
prime  are  fcarcely  worth  1 1.  It  is  but  of  late  years  that  the 
prices  have  rifen  even  fo  high.  An  ordinary  cow,  fold  at 
Martinmas  for  flaughtert  fetches  in  the  country  2 1.  Its  beef 
will  not  fill  a  barrel,  and  its  tallow  ieldom  exceeds  |  ftone; 
but  the  meat  is  fat  and  delicious. 

The  number  of  (heep,  confidering  that  there  is  none  of 
the  farms  altogether  laid  out  as  a  fheep  walk,  is  great.  Few 
of  them  are  domefticated.  They  range  unherded  through 
the  mountains  and  commons,  where  many  of  them  are  allow* 
ed  to  run  wild,  uncaught  for  years.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances  it  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  their  number  with  any  de- 
gree of  precifion.  Perhaps  we  may  not  be  much  above  the  mark 
by  calculating  it  at  i  i,ooo.  They  are  of  fo  diminutive  a 
fi2e,  that  10  or  1 1  carcafes  are  required  to  pack  a  barrel ; 
and  16  fleeces  go  to  a  ftone  of  wool.  The  wool  is  generally 
ihort,  but  very  fine.  The  mutton  is  perhaps  the  moft  deli- 
cate of  its  kind  in  the  known  world.  The  price  of  a  fheep 
and  lamb  at  Whitfunday  is  3  s.  4d.  ( the  price  of  a  full  grown 
wedder  or  fat  iheep  at  Martinmas  is  from  3  s.  to  35.  6  d. 
The  price  of  wool,  (which  is  but  feldom  fold,)  is  8  s.  the 
fione  unwaflied,  or  10  s.  when  wafhed.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  there  has  been  but  little  variation  ia  thefe  feveral  prices 
for  50  years  back.  All  the  wool  is  fpun  and  manufactured 
m  the  parilh.  A  few  fine  light  fluffs  are  made,  which  ore 
worn  by  the  firfl  rank  of  the  inhabitants ;  the  low'er  ranks 
get  their  wool  manufaAured  into  coarfe,  but  decent  clothing 
for  themfelves.  Sonne  of  the  gentlemen  are  now  introduc- 
ing the  Galloway  black-faced  breed  of  fheep  to  their  farms, 
which  will  no  doubt  increafe  the  quantity  of  wool  and  fleOi ; 
but  it  is  much  to  b^doubted,  whether  the  quality  of  either 
will  be  improved  *y  the  experiment. 
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•  The  number  of  goats  Is  inconfiderablei  about  250.  Their 
priQC  is  the  fame  with  that  of  fheep. 

Of  borfes  the  number  cannot  be  laid  down  at  kfi  than 
I  coo.  The  common  country  breed  is  very  fmall  fized  y  batp 
when  in  good  cafe,  carry  large  loads,  and  are  remarkably 
hardy.  Their  price  has  rifen  very  high  wkhin  thefe  feir 
years.  A  fmall  gearran,  bought  about  10  yean  ago  for  left 
than  2 1.  cannot  now  b^  purchafed  for  3 1.  3  s. ;  and  the  bed 
of  them  fell  from  4 1.  to  5^  1.  The  gentlemen  have  a  flock 
of  larger  horfes  on  their  Eu-ms,  fit  fiir  drawing  the  pldugll 
and  cart.  Some  of  theiu  have  lately  imported  a  few  good 
beads  fit  for  the  (addle;  and  one  gentleman  has  got  ia  breed 
p£  zEks,  which  he  t%peS\s  may  prere^  ufefal  in  the  prtydoc^ 
tion  of  mules» 

To  the  account  of  the  grazing  ftock^  we  add- the  number 
of  deer  in  the  foreft^  and  on  the  great  commons  of  Harris 
within  Tarbert>  which  we  fuppofe  to  be  at  leaft  ftoo.  Thelfe 
belong  to  the  proprietor  of  Harrisi  who  employs  one  of  the 
principal  tackfmen  as  his  forefter  to  prevent  poaching.  Tho 
deer  are  very  dcfiruAive  to  the  corn  and  grais  of  ^he  tenants^ 
whofe  farms  lie  in  the. neighbourhood  of  the  foreft  and  com- 
mons. Some  of  the  uninhabited  iflands  in  the  Soond  of 
Harris  abound  with  rabbits,  introduced  fome  years  ago  bjr 
the  gentleman  to  whofe  farm  thefe  ifles  pow  belong. 

K4IP  Mantifanute. — ^Kelp  is  the  ftaple,  and,  es;cepting  the 
few  cows  fold  to  the  drovers,  the  only  valuable  article  of  ex* 
portation  which,  the  country  produces*  This  roanufa&uee 
is  thought  t;o  be  brought  to  its  utmoft  extent  of  late,  in  con^ 
fequence  of  the  high  prices  fome  years  ago,  which  encoizrag* 
ed  the  people  to  convert  all  the  fca>ware  produced  by  thefe 
Chores  into  kelp,  regardlefs  of  the  detriment  to  their  coma 
and  paihircs,  which  have,  degenerated  mucli  through  waai 
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of  the  manure  fakamj  afforded  hj  tbe  Ihbres.  '  All  the  fea^ 
warcy  now  ufed  for  oianure,  is  fucfa^'as  is  caft  athore  after  the 
kel{vmaking  feafon  is  paft.  In  drf  weather,  any  tfme  from 
the  month  of  April  to  the  month  of  September,  kelp  maybe 
made  of  every  weed  which  the  lea  produces.  Tfie  people 
of  Harris  are  very  expert  and  induftrfous  at  it.  The  whole 
quantity  now  made  amoonts  to  450  tons.  The  (bores  are 
held  in  tack  along  with  the  landed 'pofTefflon.  Thi  mano- 
fafturers  ar^  paid  at  the  rate  of  (o  much  peP'  tbn,  Wording 
t6  the  difierent  fituations  and  diftdvantagetfbf'thfli^ifaores* 
For  the  eafieft  ftoret  the  haft  paid  )s  i  L  5^.  $  for  fte  more 
difficult  from  1 1.  los.  to  it  15$.  fef  ton.  fift  mami* 
fa£hiring  fuch  ware  as  is  cut  at  lo^  d>bi  on  funkf'Vtrck?^ 
which  muft  be  ferried  in  boats  to  drying  grounds  at  a 
diftance,  there  is  in  feme  inftances  pai<f  from  ^L  los.  *to 
3l.^rton.  The  introdtt£lion  of  this  manttfaftore,  exclu* 
itve  of  its  advantages  to  the  tackfinen,  *  has  been  a  gFeat  blef* 
£ng  to  the  poorer  tenantry^  who/  in  the  fummer  quarter^ 
have  no  other  objeft  on  which  their  indaftry  can  be  profit- 
ably exerted:  Tet  its  benefit  does  not  extend  to  them  fo  far 
as  might  be  wifhed ;  as  every  kelp  dealer  is  defirous  to  have 
his  iKfelp  made  as  early  as  pofiible^  (that  which  is  made  early 
being  always  the  beft,)  the  tackfmen^  for  the  fake  of  expedit- 
ing the  manufa^lurei  portions  out  his  fhores  in  fmall  lots  to 
as  many  manufaAurers  as  he  can  find ;  fo  that  for  the  moft 
part,  the  man  who  gets  more  than  a  ton  for  his  lot  may 
reckon  himfelf  lucky.  In  the  South  Ifles,  and  in  a  few  other 
fituations*  where  the  people  have  fummer  grazing  for  their 
cattle,  a  man,  aflifted  by  his  faiuily,  may  make  4  or  5  tons 
in  a  feafon.  We  reckon  350  hands  employed  in  this  work» 
which,  in  a  dry  feafon,  they  finifh  in  the  courfe  of  5  or  6 
weeks.  The  employer  fupplics  them  in  meal,  at  as  eafy  a 
rate  as  it  can  be  purchafcd^  and  were  it  not  that  In  a  feafea 
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Wf  ftirestft  they  areobUgcd.to.  buy  of  this  %rticle  a  f^uantity  ^ 
lofficiem  to  ferve  thtir  families  till  the  harveft>  they  would 
be  geoerally  enabled  by.  their  eafQiogs,  at  the  kelp-manu&c* 
during,  to  pay  Jtbeir  ^md  ircnt3.  The  kelp  is  cither  fold  to  a 
merchant  in  the  country)  or  fent  to  marlget  at  the  riik  of 
the  original  owner.  Some  years  ago,  it  fetched  in  the  coun- 
ttf  from  5L  tP'6  L  ptr  tOQ»  The  price  has  been  much  on 
Jth^  decline  for  three  years  back,  owiog»  it  is  faid|  to  the 
quantity  of  barilla  allowed  to  be  imported  ^rom  a  foreign 
-kingdfkoi^  alnoft  free  of^uty.  Should  the  price  continue  to 
fall  below  the  prefeat  rate,  this  manufaAure  muft  be  entire* 
ly  given  np  here»  as  it  will  certainly  be  more  profitable  for 
the  fiurmera  .to  ulejhc  Tea  weed  as  manure  ibr  their  grounds^ 

.  Siate  of  Property  and  P##^i  (5*^.— What  the  ftate  of 
4hefe  countries  was  previous  to  the  Daniih  invafions«  it  is  dif« 
fi<;ult  QDw  to  trace  for  want  of  authentic  hidorical  records.  (| 
feems  highly  probable,  that  the  Hebrides,  at  fome  remote  pe« 
riod  of  antiquity,  could  boaft  of  a  degree  of  civilizations 
wealth,  and  population,  far  fuperior  to  their  Aate  in  modern 
times  *•   In  this  ftate  of  profperity  the  poffeffion  of  them  be* 

came 

.  *  Many  (Irong  and  convincing  argnmeats  m^y  be  brought  in 
iapport  of  this  opinioo.  The  iQtrodu«^ion  of  Chriftianity  aliiioft 
in  the  apoftolic  age;  the  fettling  of  Coiumba  fo  early  as  the  6th 
centuryin  the  iile  of  Ji ;  this  ifland  becoming  a  famous  feminary 
,of  learning,  and  the  buiying^place  of  many  of  our  Caledonian 
kings;  its  coftly  edifices, evincing  the  perfedion  attained  in  archi* 
tcdure;  the  multitude  of  religious  houfes  edabliihed  in  different 
p^rts  of  the  iijes ;  and  the  vaft  number  of  churches,  of  which  the 
names  and  vefli^es  are  flill  extant,  fituated  at  (hort  dillances  trom 
one  another,  all  of  them  well  built  for  ftrength  and  duration,  and 
fome  ornamented  with  fculpture,  in  a  ftile  even  fuperior  to  the  talle 
of  the  Gothic  ages  i  the  prodigious  variety  of  ruins  of  cables,  f  or- 
tre/TeSyand  villages,  which,  either  raifed  on  rocks  and  lofty  emi* 
nenees,  have  proudly  defied  the  rage  of  the  dementi,  and  withftood 
Vol.  X,  Z  z-  the 
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tame  «ti  objcA  of  defire  to  tbe  barbanws  freebooters  of  tte 
toorth,  who,  upon  the  decline  of  the  Ronon  Empire,  had  ftic- 
reifively  ravaged  all  the  kingdoms  of  Europe.  They  were  of 
courfe  alternately  overrun  by  tribes  of  Scaadinavians,  Daoes^ 
«nd  Norvegians  from  the  loth  to  the  13th  century,  till  lA 
1266  they  were  united  under  Alexander  ill.  to  the  Scottiik 
monarchy.  Among  the  firft  of  the  Danifli  invaders  came 
that  tribe,  or  clan,  of  which  one  branch  has  for  feveral  oe&« 
turies  held  the  property  of  Harris.  The  chief  of  this  branchf 
who  has  been  varioufly  defigned  Macleod  of  Madeod,  Mac- 
leod  of  that  ilk,  and  Macleod  of  Harris,  derives  his  pedigree 
from  Magnus  King  of  Norway,  and  latterly  from  the  petty 
kings  of  Man.  Two  brothers  iiodius.  or  Leod,  and  Torkill, 
or  Torkill,  tbe  progenitors  of  two  branches,  who,  to  this 
day,  idly  contend  for  the  nominal  honour  of  the  chieftain  (hip, 
feized  upon  the  iiland  of  Lewis,  or^  as  it  was  originally  wrie- 
:len,  and  as  it  ihould  ftili  be  written  according  to  the  ortho- 
graphy of  the  Gaelic  language,  Leodhus,  fo  denominated  as 
the  habitation  of  Leod.  During  the  turbulent'  period  of  the 
DaniOi  invaiions,  the  two  families  found  n>eans  to  extend 
their  dominions  far  throughout  the  W.  of  Scotland  and  the 
Ifles.  Some  of  their  defcendants  obtained  fettlements  alio  in 
the  W.  of  England,  in  Wales,  and  in  Ireland,  who  have 
taken  the  names  of  Lloyd  and  Floyd.  We  read  of  a  Mac- 
iTurkill,  who  in  thofe  days  was  King  of  Dublin.  In  latte» 
times  the  Macleods  were  poiTcfTed  of  the  whole  of  Lewis,  of 
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the  ravages  of  time,  or  which,  built  in  lower  fituations,  have 
been  furrounded  and  overflowed  by  frefh  water  lakes,  or  arms 
of  the  fe.i  burfting  the  flender  barrier  of  a  Tandy  or  earthen  bank, 
and  jutting  in  through  the  land ;  bcfides  the  daily  difcovery  of 
buildings  on  the  weftern  fliore  of  moft  of  thefc  iflands,  erpofed 
in  confequence  of  the  walling  of  fand  banks  perpetually  drifted 
by  high  winds. 
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Harrkj  and  the  greater  pqrt  of  the  Iflc  of  Sky,  bcfidcs  the 
wfaok  W.  coaft  of  Rofsfliire,  and  a  coafidcrablc  part  of  the 
wcftern  coaft  of  Invcrnefsfhirc  on  the  continent.  Maclcod  of 
Lewis,  chief  of  the  branch  difcended  from  Torkill,  forfeited 
hi$  property.  Some  gentleinea  of  the  (amily,  however,  havft 
retained  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  ancient'  inheritance. 
The  principal  of  thelc  are,  Macleod  of  Riafay  in  Invernefs- 
ibire,  and  the  Macleods  of  Cadboll,  and  Geanies  in  Rofs*» 
Macleod  of  Macleod,  or  Harris,  has  preferved,  though  not 
the  whole  of  his  hereditary  poileffions  f ,  a  very  extenfive  pro- 
perty 

*  It  appears  from  a  note  now  in  my  po^eflion,  under  the  fig* 
natnre  of  <  the  Chevalier  de  Mackleot%  dated  at  Lifle  Novem- 
ber 12.  1787,  that  a  coniiderable  family  of  this  name,  whether 
of  the  Macleods  of  Lewis  or  Han  is  it  is  not  now  material  to  in« 
qnire,  has  been  fettled  in  France  liiiee  the  yenr  1530.  The  note 
gives  a  geneatogical  account  of  the  famlJy  down  from  a  George 
Macleod,  Efq,;  who,  by  letters  paient.trom  Kin;;  Robert  11*  oi 
Scotland,  dated  5th  Dcct^mber  1388,  obtcaacd  a  gift  of  certaia 
lands  in  the  county  of  Tweeddalv,  forfeited  by  Humphrey  iLU 
phinfton^  for  his  adherence  to  the  mterelU  of  Richard,  King  of 
England.  Thefe  lands  were  bellowed  on  George,  Macleod  for 
fervices  rendered  in  the  patriotic  caul'e,  and  particularly  for  hav- 
ing diilingaiihed  himfeif  at  the  battle  ot  Otterburn.  On  this 
poiTcflBon  the  family  flounfhed  lor  near  two  hundred  years.  The 
progenitor  of  the  branch  lettled  iu  France  was  David  Macleod, 
who  went  over  about  the  middle  of  the  i6th  century  in  quality 
of  gendarme  of  the  Scottish  guard.  Since  1560  they  have  been 
fettled  in  the  duchy  of  Lorraine.  The  prefent  head  of  the  fami. 
ly  ^s  Jean  Nicolas  de  Mackleot,  Seigneur  de  Terreigne  Piervilleft 
Vilie  Foreft  et  Soumazeur,  before  the  late  revolution  gentiU 
homme  ordinaire  du  Roi. 

f  Notwithllanding  that  the  immenfe  eftates  of  the  Hebridian 
chiefs,  generally  acquired  by  right  of  con^iusfl,  during  the  Dan. 
ilfa  invafions  and  the  fubiequent  feuds  of  the  clans,  which  the 
powers  of  a  feeble  government  were  not  able  to  retrain,  have» 
in  the  lapfe  of  time,  been  fplit  down  into  lelTsr  properties,  we 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  great  extent,  as  yet  remaining  in 
l;he  power  of  a  few  families,  is  extremely  preju  I*  \a\  to  the  in* 

terefts  of  the  country  at  hg- ge.   it  ^as  cftabUihcd  over  the  H  gh* 
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pertj  in  Sky,  and  the  barony  of  Glenelg.    The  eftate  of 
Karris  was  fold  by  Colonel  Macleod  of  Madeod,  in  1778, 

tor 


hnds  and  Iflknds  a  degree  of  ariRocratlcal  influence  entirely  in» 
compatible  with  the  liberty  of  Britifli  fubjeds*.  While  the-mtt* 
toal  atucbment  of  the  chieftains  and  their  clans  fubfifted,  this 
evil  was  neither  felt  nor  complained  of.  The  chief  reigned  id 
the  hearts  of  his  vafFals,  who  bore  his  ezadions,  and  foHowed  hia- 
fertunes  with  zeal  and  alacrity.  At  that  time  his  objeft  was- 
2nen>  now  it  is  money.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries  had 
then  a  degree  of  fecurity  in  their  pofleflioasy  arifing  from  claims 
either  of.  kindred  or  fcrrices  to  the  chief.  Now  they  confider 
them(eWes  as  mere  birds  ef  paflage.  When  a  tenant  is  difpoflcf- 
fedy  inconfequence  of  the  proprietors  demanding  more  rent  than 
he  is  able  tO'pay,  or;  as  has  often  happened,  in ^  revenge  of  a* 
flight  offence,  to  whkh  an  jmguarded  fpirit  of  independence* 
deferying  better  treatment,  may^have  led»  he  has  no  relburce 
kft  him  but  to  emigrate  out  of  the  kingdom.  It  happens,  in> 
fafl,  that  the  »ra  at  which  the  leafes  expire  on*  one  of  theft. 
great  eftates,  (if  indeed  there  be  leafes  granted  upon  \t\  proves 
almoft  ioTariably  an  xra  of  emigration  ;  and,  without  entering- 
into  a<lifagreeable  detail  of  the  Tarious  circumftances  in  the  con-* 
dudt  of  proprietors,  which  ferve  to  produce  this  periodical  de- 
population, the  undeniable  exiftence  of  the  fad  is,  we  appre* 
hendyfuflkient  to  eftablifha  pefition  of  ferious  importance,  hum* 
biy  fubmitted  to  the  confideratien  of  an  impartial  public,  viz. 
<  that  the  (late  of  thefe  countries  can  never  be  effedually  im- 
^  proved,  nor  the  moll  valoablc  tnterefts  of  the  inhabitants  pro- 
'  periy  fecured,  while  the  people  are  left  entirety  dependant  oil' 
*  the  power  of  a  few  felfilh  individuals.' 

Among  the  multitudes  who  groan  osider  the  fevere  exadions 
of  thefe  arbitrary  chfeftians,  there  is  one  deicriptioa  of  people 
whofe  deftiny  is  forely  to  be  lamented  by  every  man  whofe 
bread  is  fufceptible  of  any  generous  feeling;  we  mean  the  high* 
er  order  of  tenants,  a  fet  of  men  who  have  every  claim  to  the 
appellation  of  gentlemen,  though  now,  too  generally,  fecluded 
by  the  untoward  circumftances  of  their  fate>  from  that  degree 
of  independence  in  .their  native  land,  to  which  their  birth,  fpirit, 
and  education,  fo  juftly  entitle  them.  Mod  of  them  are  defcen- 
dantsof  different  branches^  of  the  chieftian's  family,  orij^inally- 
fettled  in  patrimonial  pofleffions  on  the  eftate.  Many  of  thefe 
pofleflions  had  devolved  in  regular  fucceffion  from  father  to  fon^ 
through,  a  long  courfe  of  ages,  on  the  prefent  race  of  gentlemen^ 
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Kr  Alezaader  Macleod,  Efq^  a  native  of  this  jparilhi  and  sr  roi 
kiion  of  the  chief  ^  who,  haying  acquired  an  ample  fortunt 
in  the  £aft  India  Company's  ftvviccj  retired,  in  his  latter 
days,  with  the  generous  and  patriotic  intention  of  beftowing 
k  on  the  improvement  of  his  native  land.  The  prefent  pro- 
prietor of  Harris  is  his  ion,  Alexander  Macleod>  Efq;  now  in 
India,  holding  a  poft  of  confiderabie  conieqaence  in  the  civil 
depanmcnt  of  the  Company's  iervice,  a  youne  gentleman  of 
excellent  character,  and  of  whom  much  is  expeAed  in  foiv 
warding  the  beneficent  purpofcs  of  his  worthy  father.  The 
tackfrnen  of  Harris  hold  their  lands,  as  yet,  under  the  leafes 
granted  by  the  late  Maeleod  of  Macleod.  They  have  had 
full  fecurity  in  their  poflTeffions,  which  have  been-  handed 
down  to  moft  of  them  through  a  long  line  of  anceftory;  and 
have  hitherto  lived  welh  Some  of  the  leafes  laft  granted 
were  for  38  years,  of  which  there  are  18  yet  to  run.  Thofe 
granted  for  19  years  expired  at  Whitfunday  laft^  179a.  But 
the  people  were  continued  in  their  refpeAive  poflcffions  on 
paying  a-  moderate  augmentation  of  rent^ 

The 

holding  leafts  of  tBeir  paternal  inheritance  from  the  chief  for 
19  years,  ind  in  fome  inftances  for  a  much  longer  term*  But* 
whatever  the  time  granted  by  the  leafes  might  have  been,  there 
was  little  hazard  of  alienating  the  pofleffion,'  till  the  bafe  thirff 
of  money  had  aUbrbed  every  cpnfideration  of  friendfliip  and  atw 
tachment  m  the  bieali  of  the  proprietor.  In  confequence  of  this 
unbounded  avarice,  howevet,  thofe  gentlemen  in  the  Highlands 
and  Iflands,  whoft  leafes  have  run  out  within  the  taft  30  years; 
have,  m  general,  ciperienced  as  Itttli  lenity  from  their  chiefs  as 
the  meaneft  of  their  cottagers.  On  fome  eftates,.  indeed,  a  de« 
iiirn  feems  to  have  been  laid  for  their  total  extirpation.  Many 
er  them  were  driven  to  the  neceflky.  of  feeking  refuge  in  the 
wilds  of  America ;  whilft  others,  obliged  to  fabmit  to  ue  terms 
of  their  opprcffors,  are  in  the  broad  way  of  finking  their  pofterii- 
ty  into  a  itatc  of  poverty,  infignificance,  and  contempt*  On  a 
few  edates,  both  the  higher  and  lower  orders  of  tenantry  have 
experienced  a  milder  treatment* 
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The  whole  of  thb  eftamct  like  moft  other  eft«te8  in  the  Ha^ 
brides,  ii  occupied  by  three  different  orders  of  tenants;  ift, 
jvincipal  tackfmen  or  gentlemen s  2d)  fmall  tenants;  yAf 
cotters. 

The  comaion  and  ancient  computation  of  lands  in  thefis 
countries  is  by  pennies,  of  which  the  (ubdivifiona  are  halfpen- 
nies* farthings,  half  farthings,  clitigs,  &c.  Of  thefe  a  gen* 
llematti  according  to  the  extent  of  his  tack,  pofftffes  a  vaft 
many,  perhaps  20  pennies*  perhaps  many  more.  This  rec« 
koning  comprehends  muir»  pafture,  and  arable  lands,  io9 
which  the  tackfman  pays  fo  much  yearly  rent  in  the  lump* 
during  the  cilTrency  of  his  ieafe.  Of  this  extenfive  pofle& 
fion  he  may  fubfet  a  third  or  a  fourth.  Each  fub-tenant  in 
Harris  generally  holds  the  diviiion  of  a  farthiog,  for  which 
he  paySf  according  to  the.  fuppoted  value  of  the  lands,  from 
20  s.  to  40  s.  in  money,  befides  perfonal  ferTices,  rated  at  a 
day's  labour  per  week,  to  the  principal  tackiman.  The  per* 
.  fonal  iervices  of  fo  many  fub-tenants  are  reckoned  indifpen* 
fible  under  the  prefent  mode  of  management,  in  addition  to 
fhe  prodigious  eftabliOiment  beiides,  of  cotters  and  houfe- 
hold  fervapts,  both  male  and  female,  which  a  gentleman  fup- 
ports  in  order  to  carry  on  the  common  bufinefs  of  the  farm 
throughout  the  year.  The  fingle  article  of  fuel  coafts  a  vaft 
expence  of  labour.  A  gentleman,  according  to  the  number 
of  fires  his  farm  requires  him  to  keep  up,  cuts  of  peats  from 
30  to  50  irons,  and  the  cutting  of  an  iron  employs  four 
men  \  the  drying,  {lacking,  and  leading  of  them  home  re* 
quires  an  expence  of  hands  in  prc^rtion.  Repairing  of  the 
feal  dykes  and  indofures,  a  work  of  perpetual  labour,  weed- 
ing of  corn,  making  of  kelp,  reaping  of  the  different  crops^ 
hay,  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes  in  harveft,  and  the  laborious 
tilUge  for  raifing  thefe  crops  in  winter  and  fpring,  befides 
the  thatching  and  repairing  of  houfeS|  tending  and  herding 
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tlie  cattk,  wwh  horfes,  and  Ihcep,  feparatdy,  with  a  gro* 
variety  of  other  proccfibs  in  this  complex  fyftcm,  all  require 
foch  a  multitude  of  ftrrants,  that  a  ftrangcr  is  mturafly 
ftruck  with  aftonifhmcnt  5  and  wonders  how  the  produce  of 
the  m6ft  bicrative  larm  is  able  to  fi^port  the  expence  of  fo 
large  an  eftablifliment  of  domeftics.     if  means  were  adopted 
for  fimplifytng  the  mode  of  management^  the  gentlemen  of 
Harris  would  gladly  releafe  their  fubtenants  from  the  bondage 
ot  pcribnal  fcrvices,  and  at  the  fame  time  find  themfclves  xo- 
lieved  of  a  heavy  incombranee.    They  are  generally  humane 
and  beneficent  to  thole  whom  providence  has  thns  placed 
under  them*    They  are  accordingly  loved  and  honoored  by 
them.    Under  oppofite  circumftanccs  the  power  given  them 
over  the  inferior  order  of  tenanu  might  jnftly  be  deemed  0(i- 
preffiv^ ;  and,  while  this  (yftem  is  permitted  t6  contime,  li 
jxroprietor  would  do  well  to  look  to  the  charaAer  of  the  in- 
dividual to  whom  he  confides^  along  with  a  large  portion  of 
his  eftate,  a  krge  portion  of  its  human  inhabhants^  the  moft 
valuable  ftock,  in  every  moral  and  pOlkicai^rieW|  which  caft 
be  preferved  on  any  efiate  whatever* 

It  will  perhaps  excite  the  wonder  of  poflerky  to  know 
that  the  whole  landed  pofieiSon,  of  the  three  extenfive  m* 
^ions,  herein  deicribed  mdcr  the  title  of  Harris^  was,  down 
to  the  year  1792,  excepting  four  fmall  tenant  fiurms  holding 
immediateiy  of  the  proprietoTi  in  the  h^ids  of  eight  gentle- 
men farmers,  on  whom  all  the  other  inhabitants  depehd$ 
and  that  thi^  didribution  is  lb  unequally  proportioned,  that 
two  great  £irms  comprehend  more  than  one  half  of  the  eftate. 

The  principal  tackfmen  live  here,  as  fuch  generally  live 
through  the  highlands  and  ifl^nds,  Uke  gentlemen.  Thejr 
arc  for  the  moft  part  men  of  liberal  education  and  polite 
breeding.  They  keep  decent  and  refpeAable  families.  Their 
farms  afford  them  plenty  of  the  necefiartes  of  life^  and  ntaoy 

of 


,  0^  Staliftkal  Jccma 

4of  ks  comfeftf ;  for  whkhi  as  there  k  no  Market  in  tbi 
conotrj,  there  is  geoerally  foffident  conibrnptimi  foand  ia 
tiie  £imil7  through  the  largefles  of  hofpitality,  nmnificcDcey 
and  charity,  for  whidi  they  are  juftly  celebrated. 

A  fmail  tenant  fiurm  is  a  littk  commonwealth  of  vilbgers, 
whofe  bottib  or  huts  are  huddled  dofe  together  with  too 
little  regard  to  form^  order,  or  cleanlineisi  and  whofe  lands 
4ire  yearly  divided  by  lot  for  tillage,  while  their  cattle  grasee 
^n  the  paftures  ia  common.  The  fmall  tenants  in  this  conn- 
try,  who  hold  immediately  of  the  proprietor^  have  leafes  like 
Che  principal  tackfmen,  and  pofieft,  fome  a  penny,  fome  half 
a  penny,  and  fome  a  £Mthing,  of  lands.  The  ftock  or  foam^ 
ing  for  the  paftore  of  a  futhiog  laod  is  4  milch  cows,*  3  or 
.perhaps  4  horfes,  with  as  many  iheq>  on  the  common  as  the 
.tenant  has  kick  to  rear.  The  crops  vary  according  to  the 
difibrcnt  qualities  of  the  farms,  bat  may  be  computed  in  go- 
nerai  at  4  or  {  boUs  a  farthiag,  for  which  the  tenant  genet- 
rally  pays  from  30  s.  to  40  s.  rent.  This  might  be  reckoned 
Kood  pennyworth  of  lands  i  but  when  it  »  confidered  that 
the  cattle  of  thefe  tenants,  miferably  fed  throughout  the  year^ 
and  often  dying  through  mere  want  in  the  fpring  feafen*,  are 
seither  marketable  nor  yield  much  milk,  befides  that  their 
crops  are  conunonly  infufficient  to  fupport  their  families  for 
lialf  the  year,  the  poverty  of  this  clafs  of  people  in  general 
is  eafily  accounted  for.  At  the  fame  time  moft  of  them  live 
as  well  as  pecqile  of  their  rank  and  occupation  in  other  coon- 
tries ;  and  fome  more  happily  Gtuated  than  others  live  even 
ia  a  comfortable  fiiie.  In  regard  of  living,  the  tackfmen^ 
tenants  are  on  much  the  fame  footing  with  thofe  who  hold 
the  fame  quantity  of  land  of  the  proprietor,  though  in  moft 
inftances  they  pay  more  rent  and  are  removable  at  pleafure. 
Their  common  food  is  potatoes,  fifli,  barley  or  oat  bread, 
V^9  egg9>  kail,  fowls,  and  fometimes  a  little  mutton  or 
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'beef  faltcd  for  winter  and  fpring  provifion.  The  indlidrious 
tenant,  even  of  a  farthing  land,  if  not  unfortunate,  can  have 
of  all  thefe  a  competency  ibited  to  his  rank,  from  the  vari- 
ous produce  of  his  little  farm,  from  the  Hrd  of  haxveii  to  the 
laft  of  the  (priog  (eafon*  and  may  pay  his  rents  by  his  earn-- 
tngs  at  fummer  labour,  either  in  manufadluring  kelp  or  en- 
gaging in  fuch  other  employ  as  he  can  procure.  He  may 
cither  purchafe  from  a  merchant,  or  rear  oh  his  ovrn  ground, 
fomt  coarfe  flax,  which  is  manufactured  into  fliirts  and  other 
linens  for  the  ufc  of  the  family,  by  his  wife  and  daughters,  as 
their  winter  evenings  amufement.  In  the  fame  manner  is  he 
eloathed  warmly  and  decently  from  the  Uccce  of  his  little 
flock. 

The  third  clafs  of  the  people,  whom  we  have  denominated 
cotters,  are  tackOnens  iervaots,  conilantly  eniployed  in  the 
labours  of  the  farm.  They  have  generally  grafs,  on  the  fame 
pafture  with  their  maflci'ft  cattle,  iur  one  milch  cow  with  its 
followers,  u  €•  a  three  year,  a  two  year,  and  one  year  old,  a 
working  horfe  and  breeding  mare,  beii  Jes  (liecp,  iu  the  nurn* 
ber  oi  which  they  are  felJom  reilricted,  and  a  farthings  di- 
vilion  of  land  for  corn  and  potatoes  with  its  proportion  of 
Ica-ware  for  manure.  They  have  alfo  a  kail-yard,  fuel,  and 
a  weekly  allowance  of  a  peck  of  meal.  They  are  allowed  a 
day  in  the  week  to  work  for  themfelves,  which,  with  the  help 
of  their  families,  is  fuffictent  for  railing  and  repairing  their 
crops.  A  grieve,  or  ovcrfcer,  and  grals- keeper,  if  married 
men,  and  holding  lands  in  lieu  of  wages,  have  more  in  pro- 
portion to  the  weight  of  the  feveral  charges  committed  to 
them.  Having  no  rents  to  p^y,  and  being  feldom  under  the 
neceffity  of  buying  meal,  unkfti^the  harvefl  prove  very  bad, 
ihey  live  on  the  whole  better  than  the  tenant  of  a  farthing 
land. 

Vol.  X.  3  A  Servants^ 
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Servants y  Tradtfmen^  Wages ^  l2fc. — There  arc  a  ftt  of  cotin-< 
try  rci^ulatlons  framed  in   the  baron-bailic  court,  (the  only 
court  of  juflice  in  the  parifli)  by  which  the  wages  of  a  (ingle 
nwle  fervant,  f  here  called  fcalag)  employed  in  the  bufinefs  of 
the  farm,  were,  fomc  time  ago,  fixed  at  2 1.  a  year,  with  four 
pair  of  {hoes  j  and  of  women  fervants  employed  in  the  fame 
work,   at   6  nierks  Scotch,  with  two  pair  fliocs,  and  other 
fmall  perq-jilites  or  gratuities,  as  they  may  merit  at  the  hands 
of  the  employer.     Grieves,  hcrdfmen,  grafs-keepers,  dairy- 
women,  and  chambermaids,  may  have  double  or  triple  thefc 
wages,  according  to  the  extent  of  their  refpcftive  charges* 
However,  thefc  regulations  have  gradually  fallen^into  difufe, 
and  the  wages  of  fervants  of  every  denomination  have  been 
on  the  rife  for  fojme  years  paft.     Some  of  the  gentlemen's 
grieves  have  from  5  1.  to  6 1.  and  upwards,   with  perquifites  ; 
and  the  fingle  fcaings  will  not  engage  themfelves  in  fervicc 
farther  than  for  three  quarters  of  the  year,  defirous  to  be 
free  in  the  fummer  quarter  to  undertake  kelp  manufafture, 
or  any  job  which  chance  may  put  in  their  way,  fo  that 
their  annual  earnings,  bcfides  feeding  themfelves,  may  be 
rated  at  fomcthing  more  than  3  1.  at  an  average.    In  fummer 
the  gentlemen  employ  fome  hands  as  day-labourers,  when 
any  piece  of  work  is  to  be  carried  on  fcparate  from  the  ordi- 
nary work  of  the  farm,  luch  as  building  houfes  or  making, 
dykes.     In  iuch  cafe,  a  common  barrowman,  or  common 
dykcr,.has,  without  vidluals,  from  8  d.to  9  d.  per  day,  and  a 
more  able  hand  10  d.     There  is  only  one  bred  mafon  in  the 
country,  (and  he  not  a  native)  who  has  is.  6d.  in  the  long 
day,  and  i  s.  when  he  works  in  winter.     All  other  tradei^ 
men,  fuch  as  brogue-makers,  taylors,  caq^enters,  arc  fed  by 
•the  employer  in  his  houfc;   notwithlHnding  which,  their 
charges  are  as  high  as  they  ought  reafonably  to  be,  even 
tlrough  they  fed  themfelves.     Weavers  are  paid  in  meal  for 
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Hkfiir  work.  The  parifli  blackfmith  has  a  falary  rated  at  2 
pecks  meal)  or  i  s«  in  money  from  every  farthing  land,  and 
is  befides  fed  when  employed.  There  arc  four  other  blaclc- 
fmiths  in  the  country,  who  conrrive  to  mak*;  out  a  j.oor 
livelyhood  by  chance  employ.  Tiiere  is  one  bred  Ihoeniaker 
who  ferves  the  gentlemen's  families.  The  country  leather 
is  poorly  tanned  with  the  juice  of  the  tormencile  root>  and 
noade  into  brogues  for  the  ftrvaiits  and  low  tenantry.  There 
arc  now  6  floops  (fome  time  ago  there  were  9)  employed  in 
the  kelp  trade,  fiOiing,  and  othtr  mcrchandilbj  for  thefe  hands 
^arc  occafionaily  procured  in  the  country.  As  their  infular 
■fituation  renders  the  fea  in  a  manner  their  element,  all  the  in- 
habitants on  tiic  fea-cod  are,  in  fome  degree,  mariners.  There 
is  one  cooper  in  conliant  employ  with  an  apprentice.  Of 
thofe  who  are  occafionaily  employed  as  houfe  or  boat  carpen- 
ters, the  number  exceeds  20,  but  moll:  of  thcni  arc  alfo  far- 
mers.  Of  fpioflrers  and  weavers,  the  number  is  almoll  equal 
to  that  of  houieholdcrs,  among  the  lower  clafs  oi  people, 
whofe  wives  and  daughters  Jsocb  fpin  and  weave  their  wool 
into  coarfe  cloths  for  the  uie  of  the  faii^ily,  and  a  few  blan* 
kcis  for  faie.  There  are  befides  8  bred  weavers  wiio  de- 
pend on  employ  from  the  gentlemen's  families.  All  the  gen« 
tlemen  Ixave  gardens,  producing  cabbages,  faliads,  parinips^ 
carrots,  &c.  Turnips  and  onions  rarely  thrive,  owing  to  a 
worm,  generated  in  the  hot  fandy  foil,  which  corrodes  them 
In  their  progrcfs  towards  maturity,  ihcfc  giU-'Jcns  are  ma- 
naged under  the  infpe^tion  of  the  owner,  by  ibmc  of  the 
farm  fervants.     They  begin  to  raife  a  few  fmall  fruits. 

jR^«/.— The  rent  paid  to  the  proprietor,  before  the  expiry 
of  the.  laft  leafe,  was  768  I.  2.-.  iT^-d.  By  the  late  agree- 
ment with  the  tenants,  the  neu  amount  of  it  will  be  8881. 

Nafural 
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Natural  Hj/lory, — ^Thc  natural  hiftory  of  this  conntry  Is, 
doubtlcfs,  well  worth  the  invcdigatinj  through  the  fcvcra? 
genera  and  fpecies  belonging  to  the  aniinal  and  mineral  king- 
doms found  in  it.  The  prodigious  variety  of  fowl  and  fifli 
with  which  its  coafts  abound,  is  particularly  worthy  of  no-^ 
f  ice.  But  the  writer  of  this  account  is  not  able  to  arrange 
them  claflically,  nor  does  he  pretend  to  know  even  the  com- 
mon names  of  many  of  them. 

Of  fowl;  befides  the  domeftic  fpccies  of  hens,  gecfe,  ducks, 
pigeons,  and  a  few  peacocks  lately  intr'  duccd,  the  mofV  re- 
markable are,  muir-fowls,  tarmagans,  woodcocks,  fnipes,  plo- 
vers, eagles,  hawks,  crows,  teals,  curlieus,   may-birds,  bar- 
nacles, wild-geefe,  folan-geefc,  cormorants,  fcarts ;  and  of  o- 
ther  fea  fowl  an  indefinite  number.     Of  fifii,  the  vaft  num- 
ber of  water  lakes  in  this  country  abound  with  excellent  black 
trout.     Some  good   falmon  likewife  comes  into  the  foot  of 
the  rivulets  from  fea,  in  and  before  the  fpawning  feafon. 
Whales,  and  cearharty  or  faiUfifb,  hover  along  the  coaf^  in 
the  fummer  months  ;  fcals  in  vaft  abundance  are  to  be  feen 
throughout  the  year.  The  fea  fiQi  moft  beneficial  to  the  peo- 
ple   are,    the  white- herring,  dog-fifli,  blind-fift,  cod,  ling, 
Ikait,  mackerel,  codlin,  lythe,  fythc,  cuddy,  fand-eel.     There 
arc  fome  oyfters  and  other  (hell-fiQ).     There  arc  a  number 
of  chalybeate  fprings  \  fome  copper  and  iron  ore.     The  ftonc 
every  where  throughout  the  country  is  excellent  for  build- 
ing.    It  is  of  various  kinds ;  the  moft  common  is  a  hard 
blue  whin  of  a  beautiful  glofs.     In  many  places  there  is  the 
bcft  of  granite,  admitting  of  a  poliQi  as  fine  aj  any  marble. 
There  is  neirher  marble,  nor  limeftone,  nor  freeftone,  as  yet 
difcovered.     There  can  fcarcely  be  a  doubt,  that  many  foffil 
treafnres  are  hid  in  the  bowels  of  the  lofty  mountains,  to  be 
explored  in  future  times.     All  that  is  remarkable,  with  rcf- 
peft  to  the  vegetable  kingdom  of  nature  is,    that  no  tree 
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grows  hcrci  though  nothing  is  more*  certain  than  that  the 
covntry  was  once  wooded  all  oven  The  gentlemen  plant 
fome  baflies  and  flirubs  in  their  gardens,  which  fade  as  foton 
8s  they  overtop  the  walls. 

A  (inguhr  deviation  froni  the  common  courfe  of  the   tides 
prevails  in  the  Sound  of  Harris.     The  people  iay  (and  will 
not  be  contradifted  in  their  aflcrtion)  that,  from  the  autum- 
nal to  the  vernal  eqnmox,  the  current,  in^eap  tides,  pad*es 
all  day  from  E.  to  W.  and  all   night   in  the  contrary  direc« 
tion.     That   immediately  after  the  vernal  equinox  it  changes 
this  courfc,  going  all  day  from  W,  to  E.  and  the  contrary  at 
night.     In  fpring  tides  the  current  corrcfponds  more  nearly 
to  the  common  courfc  of  ebbing  and  flowing.     The  writer 
has  fufiicient  experience  to  teftify  the  unaccountable  irregu* 
larity  of  the  tides  in  this  found,  but  he  has  not  been  able  to 
afcertain,  whether  the.  fafl  with  regard  to  the  neap  currents, 
be  precifcly  iuch  as  is  ftated,  with  fo  much  confidence,  by 
the  people.    The  mod  de(lru£live  procefs  of  Nature  is,  the 
continual  wading  of  the  land  on  the  weftern   (hore,  by  the 
perpetual  drifting  of  the  fand,  and  the  gradual  incroach- 
mcnt  of  the  fea.    This  is  evinced  by  the  cleared  tcdimonies. 
Lands,  which  were  ploughed  within  the  remembrance  of 
people  yet  living,  are  now  no  more.     Wherever  a  high  fand 
bank  has  been  entirely  worn  away,  the  foil  under  it  is  found 
to  have  been  either  a  rich  loam  or  black  mofs.     In  many 
fuch  fituations,  vediges  of  houfes,  inclofures,  churches,  and 
burying  grounds,  appear.     In  the  ifland  of  Pabbay,  where 
the  fea  ebbs  out  in  fpring  tides  to  a  great  didance,  there  are 
vifible,  at  the  very  lowed  ebb,  large  trunks  of  trees ;  the 
roots  of  which,  fpread  out  widely  and  varioufly,  arc  6xcd  in 
black  mofs,  which  might  be  dug  for  peat  to  a  great  depth. 
Nor  is  thi?  peculiar  to  Harris.     The  fame,  and  other  pbae- 
nomena  of  the  like  kindj  are  obfervable  along  the  whole 
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fimdy  fhore  of  tbe  Loog  Iflandi  affording  the  flrongeft 
prpo&,  that  a  wid^  extent  of  its  wedern  coaft,  once  the  ha- 
bitation of  men«  has,  either  through  fome  violent  concuffiony 
or  a  gradual  procefs  of  nature,  become  the  bed  of  a  part  of 
the  Athintic  Ocean. ' 

wf/7/i^W^«r/.— There  are  feveral  monuments  of  Druidifm, 
correfponding  to  the  defcriptions  of  the  places  ot  worihip 
under  this  old  eftablifhment  given  by  antiquarians.  On  the 
mainland  of  Harris,  in  the  diftndt  within  Tarbert,  there  are 
two  of  the  fame  delcription  within  three  miles  of  each  other, 
/oofi  at  Nifaboft»  and  the  ether  at  Borve.  What  now  remains 
#f  each  of  thefe  monuments  coniifts  of  a  long  flat  ftone, 
raifed  on  end  perpendicular  to  thv!  plane  of  the  horizon,  a- 
bout  eight  feet  above  the  lurface  of  the  earth,  and  furround* 
cd  by  a  circle^  of  fmaller  ilones,  placed  on  edge,  of  aoout 
%o  feet  diameter.  The  great  ftone  is  not  quite  in  the  cen« 
ter  of  the  circle.  Within  a  few  yards  of  the  one  at  Borve, 
there  are  clear  veftiges  of  a  circular  buildings  which  has  ei« 
ther  been  a  temple  adjoining  this  clachan^  or  the  rcfidence 
of  the  officiating  Druids.  One  of  theie  u^onuments,  in  the 
Ifland  of  Bcrneray,  is  remarkable  for  its  name,  and  varies  a 
little  from  the  above  defcription.  The  principal  dow^  is 
fomething  of  a  conical  figure,  placed  on  the  fmall  end  and 
flat  above.  Its  height  above  the  furface  is  not  five  feet.  The 
circle  which  furrounds  it,  leis  in  diameter  than  thofe  already 
snentiooedi  is  made  up  of  long  fharp  pointed  Qones,  laid  not 
very  clofe  together,  but  fo  as  that  a  man  may  pais  betwixt 
every  two.  It  is  to  this  day  called  clach  na  greine,  the  ilonc 
of  the  fun.  It  is  well  known  that  under  Druidifm,  which 
was  a  corruption  of  the  ancient  religion  of  the  Magi,  the  deity 
was  worCbipped  as  the  cilence  of  fire,  and  was  defigned  by 
the  poets  Grwaeus  Appollo. 

In 
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In  (he  north  end  of  the  Ifland  of  Calligray,  there  are  faint 
traces  of  a  very  ancient  buildings  called  TeampuU  na  FAnfuut^ 
u  e.  the  temple  of  Annat,  a  goddefs  mentioned  by  mythola- 
gifts/ as  having  for  her  particular  province  the  care  of  young 
maidens.  Near  this  temple  is  a  well  of  water,  at  which  tho 
worihippers  purified  tbemfelves,  called  tohar  na  VAnnait^ 
and  the  point  of  land  on  which  it  is  fituated  is  called  R& 
na  h^AnnatU 

Among  the  monuments  of  antiquity,  we  rank  the  Danifl» 
forts,  with  which  the  whole  coaft  of  the  Hebrides  and  wef^ 
tern  continent  13  lined,  and  of  which  there  is  here  a  con& 
derable  number.  They  fcarceiy  deierve  a  particular  enu* 
meration,  and  their  general  dcfcriptioQ  is  well  known^  They 
are  fttuated  on  high  emmences,  and  built  in  a  circular  form^ 
of  large  fquare  ftones  ilrotig.y  knit  together  without  any  ce- 
fhent.  Two  of  them  are  always  placed  m  fight  of  each  o» 
ther.  They  were  ufed  as  fignal  towers  as  weU  as  fortr6fles» 
The  alarm  of  the  firft  appearance  of  the  invading  foe,  being, 
almoft  inftantaneonfly  communicated  to  the  whole  country 
by  means  of  a  fire  lighted  in  the  tower  from  whence  the  dan» 
ger  was  firft  obferved,  and  immediately  repeated  by  the  nest 
ia  view,  till  the  commuuhation  ran  almoft  as  quick. as  lights 
ening,  through  the  whole  chain.  For  this  purpofe  a  centi* 
ncl,  called  Gokman^  was  continually  kept  on  the  higheft  part 
of  the  wall  9  whofe  buffinefs  it  was,  on  efpying  a  fleet  at  fea^ 
to  light  the  fire,  and  the  ^pkman  on  duty  in  the  fort  im-^ 
mediately  comiuunicating  with  this,  inftantly  repeated  the 
fignal.  One  of  the  largeft  and  moft  confpicuous  of  thefe 
forts  is  fituated  in  Borve  or  Borough,  on  the  mainland  of 
Harris,  which,  from  this  circumdance  as  well  as  the  narne^ 
appears,  to  have  been,  for  fome  time,  the  refidence  of  a  bo- 
dy of  Danifh  marauders  headed  by  a  chief.  It  is  remarkable 
that  in  the  Long  Ifland  there  are  feveral  places  of  this  name, 

and 
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and  that  in  each  of  thefe  there  are  Dani/b  forts  of  a  more 
than  ordiDary  fize. 

BeGdes  the  above  mentioned  monuments  of  Pagan  and 
barbarous  times,  there  are  monuments  of  antiquity  which 
deferve  to  be  noticed  with  peculiar  veneration  ;  decayed  mo- 
numents of  the  piety  of  our  Chriftian  anceftors,  which  ought 
to  caufe  us  bluQi  for  our  countr7  in  our  degenerate  days.  In 
travelling  through  the  Hebrides,  and  contemplating  the  re- 
mains of  edifices  confecrated  to  religious  purpofcs,  which  oc- 
cur to  the  view  at  almoft  t^cty  mile's  progreis,  the  pious 
mind  is  affected  with  a  mixture  of  awe  and  forrow,  while  it 
can  hardly  admit,  that  the  overturning  of  the  ancient  church 
cftablifhment  ought  to  be  confidered  as  reformation  here.  In 
Harris,  where,  till  within  a  few  years  back,  there  has  not 
been,  fince  the  aera  of  our  reformation  from  popery,  fo  much 
as  one  comfortable  or  even  decent  houfe  for  public  worfhip, 
there  were  of  old  no  lefs  than  1 2  churches  and  chapels,  of 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  walls,  though  Tome  of  them 
be  in  a  tottering  condition,  are  yet  landing,  befides  feveral 
others,  probably  of  a  more  ancient  date,  which,  having  moul- 
dered away  into  heaps  of  rubbifh  overgrown  with  mo(s,  may 
fiill  be  traced,  whilft  tradition  points  out  their  fituations,  alSd 
lias  carefully  preferved  their  names.  They  were  either  de- 
dicated to  faints  or  defigned  after  the  names  of  their  feveral 
patrons  or  founders^  Of  two,  in  the  Ifland  of  Taranfay,  one 
was  called  Teampull  Cie,  and  the  other  Itagluis  Tafain.  Tra- 
dition is  totally  filent  in  regard  to  both.  Even  of  the  names, 
a/  tranfmitted  to  us,  the  beft  we  can  make  is  conjefture. 
The  name  of  the  laft  (Irikes  us  as  bearing  a  (iuiilitude  to  that 
of  the  ifland,  which  is,  p^aps,  derived  from  the  fame  ori- 
ginal. There  is  a  St  Tarnanus  mentioned  in  the  ancient 
Martyrology,.whois  called  by  Fordun,  in  the  Scotichronicon^ 
Taraoanust    Archbiihop  XJiber  fays  he  was  bifliop  of  Llf- 

more 
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more  in  Irelandi  and  la  the  early  ages  of  Chrirtianity  planted 
many  churches  among  the  Scottifh  and  Pi£li{h  nations.  Who 
knows  but  the  church  and  Ifland  of  Taranfay  may  have  ta« 
ken  their  natnes  from  him  ? 

There  is  a  ruin  in  the  Ifland  of  Berneray,  called,  in  the 
vitiated  pronunciation  of  the  people,  Cill  Aifaim^  which,  with- 
out doubt,  fignifies  a  cell  or  church  dedicated  to  Sr  Afaph, 
The  churches  of  more  modern  date  are  called  after  faints, 
whofe  names  are  well  known  in  the  Roman  calendar,  viz. 
St  Bryde,  St  Rufus,  St  Luke,  St  Mary.  AH  thefe,  together 
with  the  fmaller  chapels  belonging  to  them,  depended  im- 
mediately on  the  plory  church  at  Rowdill,  dedicated  to  St 
Clement. 

The  fird  foundation  of  this  monaftery  appears  to  be  of  a 
very  ancient  date.     It  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  donations 
vf  King  David  I.  the  great  bcncfa£lor  of  the  Scottifli  church, 
to  the  canons  regular  of  St  Auguftinc,  and  feems  from  this 
period  to  have  depended  on  the  Abbey  of  Holyroodhoufc, 
which  was  built  and  endowed  by  the  fame  King  David,  A.  D* 
1128,  in  memory,  as  was  pretended,  of  his  efcape,  from  an 
enraged  hart,  by  the  miraculous  jnterpodtion  of  a  crofs  from 
Heaven.     But  many  circumftances  lead  us  to  place  the  anti- 
quity of  the  religious  houfe  at  Rowdill  much  higher,  though 
we  cannot  trace  it  up  to  the  eza£t  period  of  its  foundation* 
It  is-eyident  that  it  could  not  have  been  founded  by  David 
at  a  time  when  the  Kings  of  Scotland  had  no  dominion  in 
the  Weftern  Ifles.     It  muft  have  been  cftabliflied  in  theflou- 
rifhing  times  of  Icolumkill,  to  which  all  the  lands  of  Harris 
are  faid  once  to  have  belonged;  and  the  Clement,  after  whom 
the  church  is  called,  was  moft  probably  fome  eminent  per- 
fon  of  that  ancient  feminary  fent  here  as  the  £rft  Chriftian 
mifllonary  or  refident  paftor,  fainted  only  by  the  courtrfy  of 
after  ages,  in  confequence  of  the  veneration  in  which  his 
Vol.  X.  3  B  name 
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name  was  held  by  the  people.  There  are  two  of  this  name 
mentioned  in  our  ecclenaftical  hiAory.  Both  of  them  flou* 
riflied  in  the  eight  century;  and,  from  the  circuiuftanccs  re- 
corded of  them,  it  is  manifefl,  that  neither  of  them  could 
have  been  canonized  by  the  church  of  Rome.  One  of  them, 
for  flruggling  againft  the  encroachments  of  Papal  tyranny, 
was  perfecuted,  A.  D.  747,  by  Boniface  Archbi(hop  of 
Mentz,  and  afterwards  condemned  both  at  Mcntz  and  at 
Rome ;  and  the  other  was  gracioufly  entertained  by  the  Em- 
peror Charlemagne,  A  D.  784,  while  employed  in  writing 
the  Caroline  books  again (l  the  fecond  council  of  Nice.  This 
laft  Clement  is  faid  to  have  taught  the  firft  grammar  fchool 
in  Paris.  It  is  moft  likely  that  the  firft  mentioned  Clement, 
who,  after  his  condemnation  at  Rome,  filll  adhering  to  his 
principles,  would  naturally  retire  to  his  own  country,  where 
Popiih  doctrines  were  as  yet  unknown,  was  the  perion  who 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  religions  feminary  at  Rowdill,  af- 
filed by  other  Monks  from  Icolumkiil.  The  inftitution  may 
be  fuppofed  to  have  flourifhed  thenceforward  in  peace  and 
profperity,  till  the  period  of  the  Danifh  invaiions,  when  the 
IVIonks  deprived  of  thrir  lands,  and  pent  up  within  the  walls 
of  their  convent  in  great  dillrcfs,  the  ravaged  country  afford- 
ing them  no  means  of  Aibflftence,  would  very  naturally  look 
up  to  fo  pidus  a  Monarch  as  David  for  aid  and  proteflioa, 
under  the  calamitous  circumflances  to  which  they  were  now 
reduced  ;  and  David,  having  perhaps  relieved  their  neceffities 
from  the  revenues  of  the  newly  inftituted  Abbey  of  Holy* 
roodhoufe,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  claim  of  right,  which 
the  canons  regular  of  St  Augufline^  in  poffeffion  ok  that  Ab* 
bey,  afterwards  fubftantiated,  when  the  Weflern  Ifles  became 
incorporated  with  the  Scottish  kingdom.  Thus  we  account 
for  King  David's  pretended  donation.  Buchanan  fays,  the 
monaftcry  of  Rowdill  was  built  by  Alexander  Maclcod  of 
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Harris ;  but  this  Is  an  egregious  miftake.     The  church  of 
the  monaftery  was  only  repaired  by  this  Alexander  Macleod, 
who  died,  as  the  infcription  on  his  tomb  bears,  A.  D*  1527. 
There  is  not  a  ftone  left  in  the  foundation  of  the  priory. 
The  place  of  it  cannot  now  be  traced,  and  all  we  furely 
know  of  it  is,   that  it  once  has  been.     The  chart ulary  feecos 
to  have  been  lofl  amidft  the  devaftations,  which  eyery  where 
nnarked  the  progrefs  of  our  firft  reformers ;  and  the  church 
was  fet  on  fire.     The  walls,  however,  of  this  venerable  pile 
remained  almofl  entire ;  and  were  repaired  in    1784  by  the 
late  patriotic  Alexander  Macleod,  £(qj  of  Harris.     After  the 
church  was  roofed  and  flated,  and  the  materials  for  furniih- 
ing  it  within  laid  up  in  it,  to  a  confiderable  value,  it  unfor- 
tunately took  fire,  at  night,  through  the  carelefiiiefs  of  the 
carpenters,  who  had  left  a  live  coal  in  it  among  the  timbers. 
So. zealous,  however,  was  this  friend  of  religion  and  man. 
kind  in  profecuting  his  defign  of  repairing  it,  that  by  his 
orders,  and  at  his  expence,  It  was,  loon  after  this  accident^ 
roofed  ;  and  it  is  now,  though  left  unfinifhed  fince  the  time 
of  his  death,  ufed  as  one  of  the  principal  places  in  the  pa- 
rilh,  for  celebrating  divine  fervice. 

Ecclefiaftical  State  and  Schools. — In  this  enormous  pariHx 
there  are  leven  flated  places  of  public  worihip ;  the  two  near-   ' 
eft  each  other  being  9  miles  diftant,  and  the  two  fartheft  re- 
moved 36.     There  is  a  mifiionary,  lupported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the    General  Aflembly  for  managing  the  royal 
bounty,  fettled  in  the  norihern  diftri^t,  who  has  to  ofHciatc 
in  three  of  thefe  places.     The  tixed  pallor  has  th;:  other  fqur 
to  attend.     There  are  two  churches  of  Itoiie  and  lime  with 
flated  roofs  ;  the  one  repaired,  and  the  other  built,  by  the 
late  Alexander  Macleod,  Efq;  of  Harris.     The  flipend  is 
1000  mcrks  Scotch.    The  teinds  were  valued  in  1754.    The 
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glebe  is  let  at  5 1.  a  year.  The  prcfcnt  incumbent,  Mr  John 
Macteod,  admitted  9th  April  1779,  accommodates  himfelf 
vith  a  comfortable  farm  houfe  in  lieu  of  a  nianfe.  Mr  Mac« 
leod  of  Harris  is  patron  and  fole  heritor. 

There  is  a  parochial  fchool  at  Rowdill,  now  attended  by 
30  poor  children,  the  whole  emoluments  of  which  to  the 
fchoolmaftcr  may  be  about  20 1.  per  annum.  There  is  a  new 
fchool  foon  to  be  fet  up  in  another  diflriA,  on  the  eftablijb* 
ment  of  'the  Society  for  Propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge. 
The  fame  benevolent  and  patriotic  fociety  have  already  ere£l* 
ed  at  Rowdill  a  feminary  of  female  induf^ry.  Unfortunately 
the  people  of  this  country  are  fo  detached  from  each  other, 
that  there  is  really  no  fixing  on  a  flation  in  which  anyone  pub. 
He  inftitution  can  be  of  univerfal  benefit.  This  circumftance 
in  their  local  fituation,  is  one  great  caufe  of  the  low  ftate 
both  of  knowledge  and  induflry  in  which  we  find  them. 
Hence  it  is^  that  even  in  religious  knowledge^  the  moft  im- 
portant of  ally  many  of  them  muft  remain  deplorably  deficit 
ent,  while  left  dependent  on  the  miniftrations  of  one  paftor, 
be  he  ever  fo  zealous  and  diligent,  even  though  commonly 
nflided  by  the  labours  of  a  mif&onary.  It  often  happens 
that  fome  of  the  poor  people  in  the  outikirts  of  the  pariOi, 
have  no  opportunity  of  hearing  fermon  throughout  the  whole 
year,  except  when  influenced  to  come  to  the  place  where 
the  facrament  of  our  Lord's  Supper  is  ufually  adminiftered. 
By  an  old  (landing  regulation,  the  people  of  the  two  fouth- 
crnmoft  iflcs  have  a  right  to  the  attendance  of  the  minifter 
for  public  worfliip,  only  once  a  quarter }  and  the  acceis  to 
thefe  iflands,  from  the  mainland  of  Harris,  where  he  refides, 
is  fo  difficult  and  precarious,  that,  in  the  winter  feafon  efpeci- 
ally,  they  arc  frequently  difappoinred.  An  inftance,  well 
authenticated,  has  occurred,  in  which  one  of  the  prcdecef- 
fors  of  the  pefent  incumbentj  having  gone  to  preach  in  the 
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Hhnd  of  Pabbay,  was  ftorin-ftaid  there  for  ieven  weeksy 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  reft  of  his  parochial  charge. 
As  thefe  iilands  lie  much  nearer  to,  and  are  of  eafier  accefs 
from  the  mainland  of  North  Uift,  and  as  that  parlfh  like- 
wife,  under  one  paftor,  is  extremely  populous  and  exteniite, 
it  occurred  to  the  vifitors,  fent  many  years  ago,  by  the  Ge- 
neral Aflembly  of  the  Church  of*  Scotland,  to  infpedl  the 
flare  of  religion  in  the  Highlands  and  Iilands,  that  the  north 
end  of  North  Uift,  with  the  Harris  ifles  of  fiernesay  and  Pab. 
bay,  was  a  neccflary  ftation  for  one  of  the  hew  parochial  erec* 
tions  then  intended.    The  fcheme  of  ereAions  failed  through 
want  of  means  to  profecute  the  defign  ;  but  it  has  ever  fince 
been  an  objeA  with  the  prefbytery  of  Uift  to  get  a  miffion* 
ary  to  that  ftation.    The  funds  of  the  royal  bounty  being  al- 
ready appropriated,  there  is  no  hope  from  that  quarter.    The 
late  acceffion  to  the  funds  of  the  Society  for  Propagating 
Chriftian  Knowledge,  iuily  enables  them  to  accomphlh  this 
dciirable  objetfi ;  and  their  i'ecretary,  having,  in  the  courfe  of 
his  late  tour,  fcen  and  approved  of  the  ftation,  there  was 
every  reafon  to  hope  for  a  fpeedy  relief  to  the  fpiritual  exi- 
gence of  the  people,     fiut  by  the  regulations  of  the  Society, 
no  ftation  is  to  be  furnilhed  with  a  teacher,  uniefs  the  heri* 
tors,  or  other  perfons  having  a  permanent  intereft  in  the 
bounds,  co-operate  by  affording  certain  reafonabie  accomo- 
dations for  the  inftitution.     All  that  is  required  in  this  cafe 
is  a  church,  and,  for  the  miffionary,  a  houfe  with  a  croft 
of  arable  and  pafture  land  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
horfe  and  two  cows.     Repeated  application  has  been  made 
to  Lord  Macdonald,  the  principal  heritor,  hitherto  without 
effect.   But  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  his  Lordfhip  and  Mr  Mac- 
leod  of  Harris,  will,  as  foon  as  their  fcveral  avocations  permit, 
cordially  unite  in  promoting  an  inftiturion  of  fuch  obvious  im- 
portance to  the  temporal  and  eternal  intcrefts  of  their  tenants. 
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Remariaik  CharaBers^ — The  lift  of  emiQent  names  cannot 
be  fuppofed  to  be  long  in  this  nide  and  fequeftrated  clime. 
Many  of  the  lairds  of  Macleod  have  been  celebrated  for  he- 
roic deeds  and  magnanimoos  conduA.  Among  thofe  of  lat* 
ter  date,  we  rank  Ricari  mor^  Roderick  the  Great.  He 
wrote  Gaelic  and  Latin }  but  underftood  not  a  word  of  £ng* 
lifh.  His  fubfcription  was  ^Smije  Macleoid,  I  am  Macleod. 
Two  of  his  Tons,  Sir  Roderick  Macleod  of  Tidiiker,  and  Sir 
Norman  Macleod  of  Berneray,  were  knighted  in  the  field  at 
Worcefter  by  King  Charles  the  II.  Sir  Norman  afterwards 
commanded  a  regiment  in  the  Royal  fcrvice,  and  was  em- 
ployed on  an  important  embafiy  at  the  court  of  Denmark  : 
After  which  he  retired  from  public  affairs,  and  lived  in  the 
ifland  of  fierneray.  His  magnificence  and  virtues  afiforded  a . 
theme  of  eulogy  to  the  Hebridian  mufe. 

There  is  an  imperfect  tradition  of  a  perfin  tnor  (great  per* 
fon)  who  is  faid  to  have  been  a  great  fcholar  and  a  great  tra- 
veller. It  is  pretended  he  brought  from  Turkey,  the  brat- 
iacbjbtthe^  (confecrated  banner)  the  remains  of  which  are  ftill 
preferved,  as  a  monument  of  ancient  credulity,  in  the  caftle 
of  Dunvegan,  now  the  feat  of  the  lairds  of  Macleod.  This 
hrattach  Jbithe  was  fuppofed  to  be  endowed  with  the  virtue 
of  confounding  the  enemy  and  fecuring  viAory,  when  dis- 
played in  the  mcft  perilous  exigency  of  war.  It  is  faid  to 
have  been  twice  displayed  with  fuccefs,  in  the  feuds  of  the 
clans.  It  has  only  one  turn  more  to  ferve,  and  then  it  lofes 
all  its  virtues.  This  romantic  tradition  makes  it  probable, 
that  the  perfin  tnor  was  engaged  in  one  of  the  croifades,  per- 
haps at  the  taking  of  O}nftantinople. 

£li2abeth  Campbcil,  a  poor  woman,  who  died  not  many 
years  ago,  w:is  mnarkable  for  a  religious  turn,  and  various 
a£ts  of  mortiriCaiion.  She  went  about  from  ho'ufe  to  houfe 
begging  victuals  ar.d  woo!.    The  wool  (he  fpun  on  her  diftafi^, 
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and  got  manufaftured  into  coarfe  cloths,  by  the  falc  of  which 
flie  gradually  hoarded  a  fum  of  50  L  Sterling,  which,  at  her 
death,  flic  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  the  parifh,  under  the 
adminiftration  of  the  kirk-lcffion. 

Poor.— Here  the  poor  have  many  advantages,  and,  though 
numerous,  are  upon  the  whole  well  provided  for.  In  the 
feafon  of  plenty  they  are  liberally  fupplied  by  the  people,  who 
are  very  charitable,  and  indeed  too  fieqnently  allow  them- 
felves  to  be  impofed  upon  by  vagrant  fturdy  beggars  from 
other  countries.  To  prevent  thefr  impofitions,  badges  were 
lately  diUributcd  among  thofe  of  the  paridi  poor,  who  are  al- 
lowed to  go  about  begging  alms,  but  they  regard  ihcm  as  an 
ignominious  diftin^ion,  and  the  peo[>le  too  generally  confider 
them  as  an  ufelefs  innovation.  The  number  now  on  the  roll 
is  75.  They  are  arranged  into  four  clafles ;  and  in  the  diilri- 
bution  of  the  funds  under  the  management  of  the  kirk  f  fli  m, 
are  ferved  according  to  their  refpeftivc  neceilities,  into  which 
a  previous  fcrutiny  has  been  made.  It  is  only  in  the  fummer 
feafon,  when  provldons  are  fcarce,  that  they  are  fuppilied  out 
of  the  ordinary  funds.  Then  there  is  a  ftore  of  meal  laid  in 
for  them,  and  each  pauper  gets  To  many  pecks  in  proportion 
to  the  whole  ftore,  according  to  the  clafs  on  which  he  has 
been  entered.  This,  with  the  help  of  what  fifh  and  Qiell  fifh 
he  can  gather,  bclides  fome  flieep  milk,  (for  few  even  of  the 
poor  want  fliecp  'on  the  commons)  relieves  his  neccffities  till 
the  new  crops  cOme  in.  In  fummer  1791,  30  bolls  of  meal, 
bought  at  18  s.per  boll,  were  diftributed  among  them.  The 
funds  are  the  annual  rent  of  50 1.  already  mentioned,  as  left 
by  Elizabeth  Campbell,  and  of  50 1.  more  laid  up  from  the 
favings  of  good  years ;  the  fines  arifing  from  delinquencies  \ 
the  Sabbath  collections  at  church  \  and  the  oblations  at  the 
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commuDioni  which  laft  gcQerallj  ma^e  i;]p Jrom  (ij«  topU 

Population. — There  were  formerly  no  regifters  kept  hfre. 
The  prefent  incumbent^  foon  after  his  admifiioo«  oiade  011^ 
a  roll  of  catechifable  perfoos,  rcckc^ping  every  foul  al)ove 
fevea  years  old  examinable.  The  number  then  was  i8oc* 
Since  this  period  the  population  has  been  fad  incre^fing;  and 
the  following  circumftances  regarding  its  prefent  ftatei  care- 
fully invefligated,  A.  D.  1792,  for  the  purpofesof  this  fla- 
tiftjcal  furvey,  may  be  depended  upon  3^  authentic.  , 


No.  of  fouls*  -  2  J  36 
Of  males  -  -  1136 
Of  females  -  1400 

Above  80  -  -  45 
Above  50  -  -  228 
From  50  to  14  -  1481 
From  14  to  7  -  368 
Under  7  -  -  4^4 
Born  within  the  year  -  51 
Marriages  within  the 
year  -  •  la 


Deaths  within  the  year       c  i 

Heads  of  families      ,«       447 

Born  out  of  the  pari(b  ^.,  jy^ 

Able  to  read  and  write     iqA 

No.  in  Beroeray  and  Pab- 

bay»  where  public  wor^ 

ihip  is  celebrated  only 

once  a  quarter        •      494 

Number    of   fouls    in 


The  great  increafe  of  population,  fince  1779)  is  owing  to 
a  variety  of  caufes.  There  has  been  no  emigration,  neither 
has  there  been  any  drain  of  young  men  for  the  ufe  of  the  ar- 
my or  navy  (ince  that  period.  They  have  generally  married 
very  early  in  life.  The  advanced  price  of  kelp  gave  fome 
fpur  to  indudry  in  that  line  of  manufaAure.  The  late  wor- 
thy 

*  All  theie  are  members  of  the  eftablifhed  church,  excepting 
one  poor  woman,  a  native  of  Barra,  who  was  brought  up  and 
continues  a  Roman  Catholic. 
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iby  proprictori  having  for  the  few  laft  years  of  his  lifi:,  r^ 
iided  io  the  councrj^  carrying  on  improvements,  and  intend* 
ing  to  dire^  the  ihduilry  of  the  people  in  a  new  linCt  kept  a 
little  Air  of  bufinefs  agoing  for  a  ihort  lime«  which  induced 
a  few  ftrangers  to  fettle  in  the  pariih  \  but  the  fufpenfion  of 
thefe  operations,  in  confcqueoce  of  his  lamented  death  in 
1 790^  has  again  affc^^ed  the  population  fo  far,  that  n;tuch 
cannot  now  be  attributed  to  this  circumftance.  The  chief 
caufe  is,  that  the  principal  tacicfmen  have  almoft  doubled  the 
number  of  their  fubtenaots  in  the  creeks  on  the  eaftern  fhore, 
where  the  poor  people  are  defirous  to  fetde  for  the  conveni* 
ence  and  advantage  of  filhing  fythe  and  c}iddy»  Having  no 
accefi  to  fait  under  the  preient  ftate  of  the  lalt  laws,  thefe 
are  almoft  the  only  kinds  of  Edi  among  the  numerous  fpeeiea 
00  the  coaft,  which  they  are  encouraged  to  look  after  \  and 
of  thefe,  fortunately  for  them  under  fuch  a  levere  operatioa 
of  law,  they  can  procure,  with  little  labour,  a  frefli  fupply 
to  their  families,  generally  every  morning  and  Evening. 

The  number  of  births  and  marriages  in  1 792,  is  confiderably 
below  the  average  of  fc  rmer  year^ }  but  the  number  of  deaths 
Is  extraordinary.  There  was  a  bad  kind  of  the  im^l-pox^ 
which  carried  off  a  number  of  the  children,  almoft  all  ino- 
cttlated  by  their  parents,  without  medical  aflii^ance,  a  plan 
which  was  found  to  have  aniwered,  at  former  periods^  with* 
our  any  £Bai  confequencc :  Beiides  this,  the  people  were  vu 
fitcd  by  4  pettilential  fever,  with  which  every  fouUin  a  farni^ 
.  ly  once  intcdtcd  was  laid  up;  and  it  generally  proved  fatal 
to  oL  people. 

•  Ihc  ciiaiare  as  well  as  the  occupation  of  the  inhabitants 
leems  favourable  to  health.  In  the  iummer  months,  when 
the  we-dtber  is  iau,  ttie  air  is  mod  falubrious;  but  it  is  liable 
to  ludden  changes,  which  may  account  tor  the  difeafcs  mofb 
prevalent  here,  viz.  coughs  and  rheuinatifms.  This  country 
l.ViOL.  X.  3  C  was 
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once  reoiarkaUe  for  inftancei  of  loagetity.  Maitia»  in 
his  account  of  the  Wefiern  Ues,  fays^  lie  knew  feverals  in 
Harris  of  90  years  of  age,  as  vas  attefted  by  the  minifter  and 
elders.  The  lady  Macleod»  he  adds,  who  paft  the  moft  of 
her  time  here,  lived  to  103,  had  then  a  comely  head  of  hair 
and  good  teeth,  and  enjoyed  a  perfisA  underftandiog  till  the 
week  (he  died.  Her  fon  Sir  Norman  Macleod  died  at  96 ; 
and  his  grandfon  Donald  Macleod,  Efq ;  late  of  Bemeraj; 
died  at  91.  Four  perfons,  calling  themielves  upwards  of  90, 
died  during  the  incumbency  of  the  prefent  minifter.  An  old 
gentlewoman  born  and  brought  up  in  this  parifh,  faid  by  i^er 
relations  to  be  loa,  bow  lives  ia  the  Ifle  of  Sky.  As  no  rt- 
gifters  of  births  and  deaths  have  been  kept,  it  is  impofllble 
to  b^  predfe  in  regard  either  to  ages  ornumbers ;  but,  as  |Sir 
as  recolte^ion  fervesi  one  circumftanoe,  evm^iogthe  health- 
julnefs  of  the  climate,  is  very  remarkablci  viz.  that  from  the 
year  1779  to  1785,  the  average  number  of  dcathsi  of  a4ult 
perfons,  can  fcarccly  be  rated  at  throe  each  year. 

XAffgcMr^f.— Gaelic  is  nniverfally  fpoken  here  \  and  excepting 
the  number  already  fpecified,  who  have  been  taught  to  read 
and  write  Englifb,  few  ban  fpeak  any  other  language.  It  is 
almoft  obvious  to  common  refledlion,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  iflandsi  formerly  cut  off,  both  by  their  local  and  poli« 
tical  fituation,  from  all  connefiion  with  the  Scottifh,  PiAifii, 
and  Saxon  nations,  and  having  as  yet  but  little  intercourfe 
with  Grangers,  muft  have  retained  this  dialed  of  the  ancient 
Celtic  in  its  greateft  purity.  It  has  not  been  adulterated  in 
the  leaft  degree  by  the  Dani(h  conquerors }  excepting  the 
names  of  places,  we  fcarcely  find  a  word  refeiDbling  any  of 
the  Norvegian  dialeAs  in  the  Gaelic  of  the  Hebrides.  All  of 
thofe  barbarous  invaders  who  fettled  in  the  country,  (boa 
adopted  the  language  and  manners  of  the  conquered ;  one 
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.  proof,  by  the  wiy,  among  others,  that  both  were  at  thu 
time  more  ciTiIized  and  poltflied  than  their  awn. 

Cbarafhr  rf  the  P(«^<f.— The  rude  ftate  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple, in  regard  to  civil  and  religious  improvement,  already 
rq  refented  with  fidelity,  ftarteiy  requires  a  comment.  It 
too  clearly  indicates  oegleft  on  the  part  of  thofe  whofe  20- 
tereft  and  whofe  duty  it  was  to  have  enlightened  them. 
Their  vicels  are  fuch  as  muft  be  fuppofed,  among  a  people 
profefling  Chriftianity,  to  proceed  from  difficuky  of  acce(s 
to  gofpet  ordinances,  and  from  a  total  want  of  police.  We 
wonld  therefore  fpread  a  veil  over  .them.  They  are  mote 
than  counterbalanced  by  their  virtues,  almoft  the  pure  fruits 
tl  nature.  They  are  fober,  docile,  fagacioos,  and  capable 
df  induftry,  were  a  channel  opened  to  them  in  which  indnl^ 
try  might  be  profitably  exerted.  They  are  kind  ^nd  cour- 
teous to  ftrangers,  hoipitable  and  charitable  even  to  cxceft. 
They  have  the  ftrongeft  attachment  to  their  native  country, 
and  entertain  the  moft  ardent  gratitude  to  benefaAors. 

An  object  of  the  moft  noble  and  laudable  ambition  is  pre- 
fented  to  a  liberal  and  public  fpirited  proprietor  of  Harris,  m 
the  emancipation  of  h  many  of  the  human  race,  foSeSkd  of 
fo  many  good  natural  qualities,  from  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  ig- 
norance, and  floih  *. 

i 

Advantages 

*  Th«  following  note^  taken  from  a  book  entitled*  <  the  Pre- 

Tent  State  of  Great  Briuin  and  Ireland,'  5th  edition,  printed 

London  1713,  correfyonds  to  tl^  tradttiont  and  other  docn. 

jnents  yei  extant  in  the  country.     *  A  fifhery  was  attempted  in 

^  the  Ifles  by  King  Charles  I.  in  conjundion  with  fome  mer* 

*<  chants ;  and  a  magaaine  was  t,jz^z6,  for  that  ufe  in  Hermi- 

1^  tray,  one  of  the  Harris  iflands,  and  another  in  the  ifle  of 

j^  Vaakfay  ;  but  unhappily  the  civil  war  coming  on,  it  was  not 

*<  proCrcatcd.  it  was  renewed  by  King  Charles  IL  and  fucceed- 
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'  ' Advantage  and  Pi/adva/it^fi  -^iFhe  natural  advaqtagm  tkf 
this  country  are  fuccin^lly  enuoneratc^  by,  the  author  «fnthe 
book  above  quoted,  p.  p*  of  the  State  of  Scot  land  ,>wher« 
ipeakiQg  of  the  inflanc^s  ^t  longeyity  ^nenfioned  by  Maabn«' 
which  he  afcribes  to  the  healthfoloeTs  of  the  climatflt>and  -i^e 
temperate  way  of  living,  he  aiids»  tbat^  \  this  is  .very  gcod 
^  encouragemeDt  for  others  to  adventure  ftocki^  and  iat^horcs 

bdhr 
^t  • 

*  ed  well  for  a  time.  The  fifli  they  caught  ^yerc  accounted  if^t 
<  bcft  of  their  kind  in  Europe,  anJ  yielded  a  price  accordingly  ; 
«  but  the  king  withdrawing  his  money  afrer  wards,  ^o  fapprjr 
^  his  prcfljng  occaQons,  the  merchants  were  difpleafed  at  it,  an^ 

*  differing  among  themfclves,  did  aifo  withdraw  cheirs,/W|iich 

*  ruined  ilic  defign.' 

Since  that  period  no  particular  attention  has  been  patd  hf  aif- 
n>iniUr.4ti')n  to  a  country,  in  which  this  Gn^lc  expfrlnienii 'might 
have  lai'^ht  ihtm  to  look  for  ncgle»iUd  fouu  c*  of  pubfic  wealthy 
and  the  only  obje(^  ol  the  landlords  w.is  to  raifc  their  rents  ^iih- 
out  attempting  any  improvement  whatever;  rill  the'yeat  ijt^p 
when  the  late  Captain  Macleod,  of  patriotic  memory,  hiivjiig  be- 
come proprietor  of  Harris,  took  up  his  reHdencc  in  the  country, 
and  commenced  a  fchcme  of  improvements,  which,  if  he  had 
lived  to  accomplini,  was  likely  to  advance  the  genertil^proi^eri- 
ty  of  the  inhabitants.     His   obj:;^   wab  to  call  the  act^tion,pf 
the  people  chiefly  to  the  fithing.      He  det^pcned,  at  a  confidcr- 
abie  expence,  the  entrance  to  an  excelUnt  little  b-^don  at  Rovr- 
diliy  tit  to  accommodate  all  the  boats  belonging  to  the  country, 
as  well  as  fcveral  velRls  of  oidinaiy  burden.     Within  this  he 
built  two  quays  and  a  breal^-work.     He"  employed  the  people, 
and  paid  them  well  for  their  labour.      He  caufed  the  tenants  to 
begin  to  iDaLe  cart  roads  for  opening  a  con^munication  through 
the  country.     In  order  to  give  the  proper  direction  to  female 
indnftry,  he  built  a  houfc  for  a  mauufadlory,  endows  it  with  a 
faiary  for  a  millrefs,  and  got  to  it  a  number  of  fpinning  wheels. 
He  entered  into  terms  with  (he  Britiih  Society  for  ereding  a 
fifhing  flat  ion  at  Tarbert,  where  ground  to  a  confiderable  ez« 
tent  was  accordingly  meafured  out  for  this  purpofe.   In  a  word, 
he  was  zealous  in  promoting  the  public  good,  but  hh$  time  msH 
too  ihort  to  confummate  any  one  of  the  beneficent  projeds^  he 
had  laid.     All  the  labours  which  he  commenced,  have  ceafed, 
and  all  the  monuments  of  his  p;itnoufm;  which  he  left  half  fr> 
niflicd,  arc  now  verging  to  decay. 


«  fofttaxproMnlctit  of  trade  hem,  efpt^iaHf  confidertng  th^ 
V  Ompllci^f  of  the  people't  cnannersy  andthelf  innate  rerpefl^ 
t  and  kindnefs  to  ftrangers.  In  a  word,'  continues  our  au- 
tlioit#  1^  tlitt  Dumberi  fafety,  and  coinmodioufnefs,  of  the  bays 
iiand  harbours  in  theie  iflmds,  and  the  niuMt^jde  of  fiQi  in 
^^l  of  'them,  look  as  If  nature  had  defigned  them  for  pro- 
«  ilioitng  ft  Mi'mg  trade ;  and  were  the  peoolc  b^-tter  inftruc- 
^^ted  in  fifliing)  &c.  thefe  iflands  are  capable  of  maintaining 
(  ten  tiines  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitaat<^/  All  that 
tjiis  author  very  juftly  obfcrvc$|  of  the  Hebrides  in  general, 
isi  peculiarly  applicable  to  Harris.  Its  natural  diiadvantagcs 
arifc  from  the  barrcnnefs  of  the  fbil^  aiKl  other  cirv:umA<mced 
already  Ipecificd  in  the  local  lit  nation  of  ih^  inhabitants  Iti 
tjieir  poluic.il  circumltiinccs,  their  are  various  abule^  which 
mult  be  re£kified|  before  a  fpiric  of  ufcful  induftry  can  be  ex- 
cltcdi  and  general  happinefs  promoted  among  them,  i  he 
falutary  opera,tion  of  the  Britilb  laws  is  lictie  fcli  here  ;  and  ' 
the  precious  liberty  of  BritiOi  i'ubjedh  is  iittle  ki.ow.n,  except 
to  a  iew  individuals.  T!ie  poverty,  the  ign(  nnce,  the  per- 
verfe  hahU^  o{  the  lower  cUfs  of  people,  and  even  the  inal 
prejudices  of  thofe  better  informed,  will  prove  an  obftadi  ot 
£^1:10^9  jUQfoent  to  the  iotroduftion  of  a  {ydcm  of  improve* 
mcnt,  which,  profecuted  with  energy  and  eflFcft,  mighti  in 
proccfs  of  liaie,  advance  this  poor  defpifcd  country  to  a  high 
^hte  of  profpcrity  and  political  confequeuce. 

Means  by  which  the  Jttuaiion  of  the  people  might  be  meliorate  J. 
mThp  inhabitants  of  Harris  can  i*evcr  rile  to  a  coudortable 
d^rec  of  profpcrity,  till  they  learn  to  avail  the.nfelves  of  the 
natural  advantages  of  their  local  fituation.  It  is  evident  from 
the  foregoing  account,  that  in  cultivating  the  barren  land, 
they  ftrive  againft  nature  to  force  a  miferable  pittance  from 
the  earthy  while  in  another  eleiAent  ihe  prefents  her  treal 
.     .  fures 
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fores  to  enrich  them.    Were  a  judicious  feleftioti  Made,  of 
proper  ftations  on  the  feacoaft,  for  profccuting  the  fiiheries, 
afid  maoofiiAMres  eftablifhed  for  conftam  employ  to  the  fifli* 
ermen^s  families,  and  in  the  intervals  of  the  fifhing  to  them- 
felves,  a  foundation  would  be  laid  for  a  progreffive  fyftem 
erf  induftrj,  which,  under  the  vigorous  dire£lion  of  an  en- 
lightened  proprietor,  and  cherifhed  by  the  foftcring  hand  of 
m  beneficent  government,  might,  in  a  few  generations,  prove 
no  inconfideraWe  acceffion  to  the  commercial  intcreft  of  the 
firitiih  Empire      But  thcfc  arc  ideas  of  a  confummarioo  de- 
voutly to  be  wi(hcd,  which,  in  prcfent  circuroftanccs,  fomc 
may  think  chimerical  even  to  mention,  and  which  we  are, 
by  no  means,  fanguine  in  our  cxpeftations  of  feeing  fpeedi- 
)y  brought  into  a  promifing  train  of  commencement.     In  the 
mean  time  a  proprietor,  of  a  liberal  mind,  more  ambitious 
to  provide  for  the  future  aggrandizement  of  his  family  for- 
tune,  than  follicitous  to  fquccze  from  his  tenants  a  tempor- 
ary fupply  to  his  coffers,  ought  never  to  lofe  fight  of  this  ob- 
jeft,  aiid  fhould  endeavour  gradually  to  prepare  the  pebple 
for  its  accomplifliuicnt  in  due  (caf^n.     Before  the  rineWil 
of  IcafdS,  a  well  digefted  fchcme  of  the  moft  rational  ana 
prafticjiblc  improvements  (hould  be  laid  down,  whh  the  ap- 
probation  of  icnfiblc  people  acquainted  with  the  country  and 
jealous  tor  its  good.     The  lands  (hould  be  given  to  fubftatii 
tial  tenants,  fpecifically  bound,   by  the  tenor  of  their  tacki, 
to  co-operate  with  the  proprietor,  on  terms  of  mutial  eqii?- 
ty,  in  bringing  this  falutary  fcheme  into  execution.     Littl^ 
its  true,  can  be  done  to  improve  the  lands'  in  general,  yet 
fomething  may.    Sufficient  encouragement  fliouliJ  be  given 
to  each  tackfman,  to  inclofe  and  cultivate,  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage,  the  few  arable  fpots,  or  fuch  as  may,  by  Ikillful  and 
economical    management,  be  rendered  arable,  for  raifidg, 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  hay  and  other  green  cro^  fo^  pro- 
•   -'  vender; 


0f  Harris^  391 

teaderj  while  all  the  reft  of  the  fivm,  iecored  at  its  Olit* 
moft  boundaries,  bjr  proper  fencesi  Ihouid  be  laid  out  for 
paftore,  on  which  either  a  good  ftock  of  black  cattle  or  of 
iheep,  might  be  reared*  There  (hould  be  cither  no  com- 
moD»  or  as  little  as  the  nature  of  circumftances  can  poffiblj 
admit. 

The  ioweft  clais  of  people  now,  in  cfieA,  a  burden  on 
the  haods.of  the  laodboidersy  an  annoyance  to  one  anothery 
in  many  inftances  rather  a  nuifance  than  nleful  members  of 
fociety,  in  a  ftate  of  wretched  dependence,  of  inactivity  and 
of  waot,  (hould  be  gradually  weaned  from  the  clumfy  fyftem 
in  ufe  I  and  taught,  inOcad  of  labouring  for  a  pitiful  iub* 
iiftence  from  the  fcanty  and  precarious  fruits  of  a  fterile  foil, 
to  look  for  a  more  iccure  and  comfortable  maintenance  in 
the  profits  arifing  from  their  manual  induftry  employed  in  a 
different  line.  They  might  be  colleAcd  into  villages,  erc£l« 
ed  for  them,  on  thole  parts  of  the  coaft  that  lie  moft  con- 
tiguous (o  the  fiihing  grounds.  They  Ibould  be  fuppliedi  at 
a  moderate  price,  in  meal,  and  coutUntly  furni(hed  wuh  the 
proper  materials  to  work  on,  both  when  aihore  and  when 
at  fea.  They  (hould  be  free  to  profecute  the  fiihing  for 
their  own  immediate  benefit,  and  made  to  feel  the  advantage 
of  working  for  themfelves.  They  Ihould  nave  little  or  no 
land  to  withdraw  their  attention  from  thcfe  new  puri'uits. 
Thus  (ituated,  at  firft  their  wants  and  afierwards  thtir  am- 
bition will  prompt  them  to  ioUow  the  line  of  induftry  now 
pointed  out  s  and  if  the  habits  of  the  people  are  once  form- 
ed to  it,  men  of  fufficient  capitals  may  embark  in  this  deCgn 
at  their  head  with  a  fair  profpeCt  of  fuccefs. 

The  proprietor  (hould,  at  all  times,  give  ample  encourage- 
ment to  .every  public  inditution  calculated  to  extend  the 
means  of  religious  inftruftion,  to  educate  the  rifing  genera- 
tion in  a  knowledge  of  the  demenu  of  literature  and  rudi- 
ments 
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oents  of  indttftry,  to  reform  the  habits  and  itmove  the 
prejudices  of  the  people  at  Iarge»  to  introduce  the  arts  of  cU 
irilized  lifet  and  to  promote  the  happintfs  of  the  commuoky* 
-  It  is  to  be  hoped,  rhat  the  legiflator  will  no  longer  hold 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  univerfal  cry  of  the  poor  people  on  the  wet 
tern  coafts ;  and  that  in  confcquence  of  a  wife  modification 
of  the  fait  laws,  they  may  all  (bon  haTe  acccfs  to  a  fufficient 
quantity  of  that  moft  neceilary  article,  to  core  their  fiibi  Ibr 
home  confumption)  on  reafonaUe  terms. 


NUM. 


ff  Tirj.  393 


II  •/ 


Y-M   .  »  0  M  B  E  R    XXIX. 


V-     ;i , 


PARISH    OF    TIRY. 


^"Pfiffkyi^rffiOfiJAuil^r^ynod  and  County  of  JrgyleJ 
JSy  the  Reverend  Mr  Archibald  M*Coll. 


Name, 

TIRY  or  Tir-I  fcems  to  import  the  country  belonging 
to  !•  or  lona,  this  ifland  lying  within  lo  leagues  of 
^columkih  It  appears  to  have  been,  in  the  time  of  St  Co* 
lumba,  part  of  the  patfiinony  of  the  church,  and  to  have 
fupplred  that  famous  ieat  of  learning  with  confiderable  quan* 
titles  of  grain.  It  had  a  more  ancient  same,  Rs9gbacbd  bar  fa 
thuin^  u  e»  *  The  kingdom  whofe  fummits  are  lower  than 
*  the  waves/  and  this  name,  Aill  ufed  in  romantic  tales^ 
indicates  the  natural  iituation  of  the  ifl;»nd,  the  loweft  and 
flatted  country  perhaps  in  Scotland.  The  waves  are  often 
feen,  from  the  one  ihore,  rifing  feveral  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  rocks  upon  the  other.  Coll  or  Coila  is  another  ifland, 
making  part  of  the  pariih  of  Tiry,  feparated  E.  by  N.  from 
Tiry,  by  a  found  about  a  league  broad.  In  thb  foun4  H^s 
the  illand  of  Gunna,  a  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  broad. 
Thc^e  are  befides  feveral  uninhabited  iflets,  fuch  as  the  two 
Soas,  £llen-mor,  Sec, 

Vol.  X.  3D  Sfiteni. 
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Extent.— On  the  \V.  the  profpcft  from  this  parifli  b 
bounded  only  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  Ifles  of  Barra, 
Uift,  Sky,  Rum,  Egg,  Canna,  and  Monk,  with  the  hills  of 
Morvcn,  Moidart,  M.orthir,  Arafaig,  and  Cnoidart,  are  fccn 
at  a  diftance,  with  Ardmurchan  and  Mull  more  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  at  near  triple  the  diftance,  Ifla,  Jura^  ' 

Collonfa,  and  Scarba,  with  the  mainland  of  Argyle,  may  be  j 

difcerned.     The  parilh  extends,  nearly  in  a  ftraight  line,  \ 

from  W.  by  S.  to  E.  by  N.  about  29  Englifhr  miles,  includ-  ^ 

ing  the  found.  Of  this  extent,  Tiry  is  about  1 1  miles  long, 
and  near  i\  broad,  and  Coll  about  14  long  and  2  broad. 
The  whole  contains  nearly  25000  acres. 

Surface^  t^c, — The  coaft  is  moftly  rocky,  interfcfted  with  •  * 

many  beautiful  iandy  bays,  fomc  of  them  a  mile  broad  at  the  | 

head.  The  Bay  of  Gott  is  about  24  miles  round  the  head  $ 
and  the  ground  fo  firm,  that  a  horie  at  full  gallop  makes  an 
impreffion  not  above  half  an  inch  deep.  About  the  half  of 
Tiry  is  arable,  interfperfcd  with  fmall  rocks  and  rifing 
grounds.  I'here  are  five  or  fix  green  hills ;  three  of  them 
from  200  to  300  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  There  are 
24  lakes,  covering  about  600  acres,  fomc  of  which  might  be 
eafily  drained  ;  trouts  cannot  live  in  them,  owing  to  the  in- 
credible number  of  eels.  There  are  no  marflies  arid  fcarcc- 
ly  any  dangerous  bogs  ;  for  though  a  great  .part  of  this  flat 
furface,  in  a  rainy  ieafon,  be  wet,  the  bottom  is  either  rock 
or  firm  fand.  In  the  interior  parts,  about  1 200  acres  of 
ground  were,  till  within  thefe  three  years,  common  to  the 
whole  inhabitants,  but  they  are  now  inclofed  and  included 
in  the  adjacent  farms.  This  ground  is  mollly  heath,  of  very 
fmall  growth.  The  foil  Icems  to  have  been  of  confideraWc 
depth,  though,  having  been  often  cut  for  fuel,  the  roc^.  arc 
now  expoled.     At  every  bay  lies  invariably  a  tradl  of  fzndf 

.Aground, 
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ground,  either  arablej  green  mountSi  or  broken  banks^ 
perhaps  40  or  50  feet  high.  This  fand,  in  courfe  of  time, 
driven  by  the  winds,  and  not  prevented  by  a  coat  of  fca- 
wecds,  or  heavy  earth,  afcends  into  the  interior  parts,  and 
lays  wade  large  tracks  of  ground. 

Though  Coll  confifts  alfo  of  low  ground,  it  differs  much 
from  Tiry.  The  coaft  is  bolder.  Not  above  a  16th  part  of 
it  is  arable.  The  inhabitants  by  induftry  make  good  crops 
by  delving.  Though  rugged  and  unfrien<3Iy  to  the  plough,  it 
affords  excellent  fhelter  for  cattle.  A  very  confiderable  part 
is  heath,  and  mofTy  ground,  partly  convertible  into  arable. 
It  contains  48  fmall  lakes,   i^  of  them  abounding  in  trouts. 

The  whole  of  Tiry  and  the  two  ends  of  Coll  are  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who  is  alfo  patron.  The  middle 
part  of  Coll  (above  two  thirds  of  the  ifland)  is  the  property  of 
the  Laird  of  Coll,  who  chiefly  rcfide*  in  the  parifli.  Tra- 
dition fays,  that  the  whole  property  defceiidcd,  from  Mac- 
donald  of  the  Ifles,  to  the  Macleans.  By  marriage  the  Mac- 
leans retained  it  till  the  family  of  Argylc  obtained  right  to 
the  grcateft  part  of  Mull,  Morvcn,  and  Tiry.  The  real  rent 
of  the  parifli  is  near  2000 1. 

Sci/y  Produce,  Cultlv.it ion, -^Thc  foil  of  Tiry  is  various  ^ 
fanJy,  mofTy,  clay,  and  black  earth,  with  thc'r  different  com- 
poficions.  The  fandy  foil  prevails,  and  produces  very  |>oor 
crops,  except  when  very  well  manured.  If  fown  early,  there 
is  danger  of  blowing;  if  late,  of  fummer  drought.  The 
country  being  flat,  even  a  (hort  continuance  of  rain  endangers 
the  vegetation  in  the  lower  grounds.  Two- thirds  of  the 
whole  arable  ground  are  either  too  wet  or  too  dry^  and  al* 
mofl  the  whole  furface  is  expcfed  to  ftorms.  The  returns^ 
communibus  annis^  are  about  4  feeds  from  barley,  and  24.  from 
fmall  black  oats  (the  prevailing  forts  of  grain)  and  about  5 
>  from 
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from  potatocSi  of  which  a  great  quantity  is  planted,  moftly 
in  lazy  beds.  Drilling  potatoes  19  now  introduced.  The 
increafc  is  from  8  to  20  feeds,  and  the  incumbent  has  fceo 
it  at  32.  They  tell  of  far  fuperior  increafc  in  grain,  when 
the  land  was  in  good  conditio^.  There  were  thpn  icarcely 
tenants  fufficlent  to  occupy  the  lands,  though  now  they  ar^ 
fo  numerous,  that  the  ground  is  fet  in  too  finall  portions  to 
accommodate  perhaps  1 2  or  24  of  them  in  one  farm,  each 
paying  from  1 1.  to  4  1.  4  s.  of  yearly  rent.  The  confcqutncc 
IS,  they  plough  as  Hiuch  as  they  can  \  and  their  lands  are 
impoferi:hed,  as  they  feldpm  get  refl.  Above  two- thirds  of 
the  manure  are  fea-wecd.  The  great  quantity  of  lalt  they 
contain  is,  indeed,  poifoa  to  many  weeds ;  but  as  thtry  foon 
j^utrify  and  fliflblve,  and,  as  a  ftimulus,  produce  their  cfFc£t, 
ihey  cannot  lafl  long,  nor  add  much  to  the  ibll,  having  but 
little  earth.  Till  the  middle  of  June,  the  catilc  arc  fuffcrcd 
to  pafture  on  the  corn,  which  alio  very  much  prevents  a  bet- 
ter return.  Such  pradlices,  with  the  unfavourable  climatCs 
mate  the  crop  precarious.  The  foil  of  CoU^  thougii  broken 
wich  rocks,'  is  prclcrablc,  and  the  returns  are  in  proportion. 
Kepeated  truls  have  been  made  of  iowing  great  white  oats. 
The  ground  was  either  poor,  too  dry  or  too  wet.  They  did 
not  ripen  as  early  as  the  native  oats,  and  could  not  withOand 
the  ftorms.  Ofren  they  did  not  return  even  tbeir  feed, 
though  they  might  anhvcr  well  in  Ibmc  fpots,  if  inclofcd, 
drained,  and  iown  early,  f  i\e  parish  is  under  a  great  dif- 
advantage  in  not  getting  a  more  frequent  change  of  different 
feeds  i  and  that  i$  never  enjoyed  unlijfs  by  a  few  gentlemen, 
at  a  very  high  expence,  with  many  difappointments.  In- 
troducing peaic,  turnips,  and  other  roots,  and  green  crops  in 
general,  would  be  a  great  improvement,  efpeciaily  in  this 
foil  and  climate.  The  native  flax  is  fcarcely  18  inches  long  ^ 
fad  there  are  no  ways  of  dreffing  it  cxpeditiouflyi  whereby 

it 
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it  becomes  a  deaY  marmfa£tiire.  A  fci?  experiments  of  fow- 
ing  grafs  turned  out  well.  The  natural  grafs  of  moft  of  the 
fields  is  red  and  white  clover  and  dai/y.  Frequent  but  fhort 
rains,  mixing  different  foils  as  manures,  ufing  compofl  dung« 
hills,  wjth  a  great  number  of  drains  and  inclofures,  may  pro- 
xnifc  a  joyful  harveft. 

Seed  Time,  Harve/ty  to*r.— The  ordinary  time  of  fowing  oats 
and  planting  potatoes  is  from  26th  March  to  the  loth  May  ; 
and  for  barley  from  the  30th  April  to  the  20th  June.  The 
harveft  generally  begins  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  and  is 
finifhed  about  the  loth  Odlober.  The  farmers  cannot  well 
begin  fowing  earlier,  owing  to  wet  lands,  fand  blowing,  and 
trcfpafs  of  cattle  i  but  they  might  to  great  advantage  finifh 
-earlier.  What  moHly  prevents  it  is,  that  barley  is  the  pre^ 
yalling  crop,  whi'ch  gets  two  and  fometimes  three  ploughings^ 
^nd  fo  confumes  much  time. 

Now,  as  they  are  bufy  inclofing,  and  can  therefore  pre* 
fcrve  their  grounds,  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  attend  to  this 
particular,  whence  the  following  great  advantages  might 
arife:  They  might  earlier  fow  their  corn  and  hay,  provide 
fuel,  manufaAure  their  kelp,  fiOi  more,  and,  what  is  now 
hardly  thought  of,  manure  and  otherwifc  improve  part  of 
their  forms  in  fummer,  and  then  finifh  their  harveft  earlier 
and  fafer ;  and  fg  the  whole  annual  rotation  of  work  would 
be  more  feafooable. 

The  inhabitants  commonly  fcrve  themfelves  in  meal,  feed^ 
and  fpirits.  Hardly  any  foreign  fpirits  are  now  imported. 
Ihe  lafl  feafon  proved  rather  better.  A  few  years  ago  they 
ufually  fold  from  200  to  300  Scotch  gallons  of  whiiky  to 
the  neighbouring  ifl^nds.  The  parifh  had  then  upwards  of 
30  flills,  but  is  now  reduced  to  three  fmall  licenfed  ones. 
Now  the  iajiabitaata  arc  increafed )  andj  in  the  bad  feafons 
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of  i  790  and  1 79 1 ,  they  hardly  diftilled  300  bolk ;  and  bought, 
each  fuccccding  year,  above  2000  bolls  of  nacal  at  a  very  high 
rate,  and  their  {ced  potatoes  at  5  s,  per  barrel  *• 

Woods.^-\t  plainly  appears  that  wood  formerly  grew  in 
this  parifii,  when  thinly  inhabited  and  fewer  cattle  reared. 
Frequently  large  pieces  of  trees  are  found  in  moffcs  ;  though 
now  there  is  not  a  tree  in  it,  nor  is  it  probable  that  upon 
trial  any  would  thrive  in  it,  the  fituation  being  fo  far  in  the 
ocean  and  without  Oielter.  There  are,  indeed,  fome  fmall 
twigs  2  or  3  feet  long  growing  in  Coll,  which  is  better  (hel- 
tered  than  Tiry.  Efpaliers  rife  the  height  of  a  wall,  and  ber- 
ry buflies  thrive  when  (heltered  in  gardens.  The  laird  of 
Coll  planted  a  large  garden.  The  berry  bufhes  thrive  in 
it,  but  the  young  trees,  though  promifing  at  firft,  foon  dif^^ 
cover  that  this  is  not  their  climate. 

The  Duke  of  Argylc  fupplics  his  tenants  gratis  with  tim- 
ber out  of  his  woods  on  the  fide  of  Lochfunarc,  60  or  70 
miles  oSy  yet  it  often  becomes  a  dangerous  and  dear  purchaie, 
requiring  the  hire  of  boats  and  hands  for  a  fortnight  or  up- 
wards. The  dampneis  of  the  air,  and  blowing  of  fand,  upon 
many  of  the  houfes,  foon  rot  the  roofs,  and  make  the  de- 
mand frequent  and  expenfive. 

JFaUrs, 

*  The  boll  of  barley  fells  from  i6s.  to  1 1.  and  fmall  oats  at 
half  thefe  prices.  Potatoes  from  1  s.  to  2  s.  6d.  per  barrel.  The 
gentlemen  rear  fo  well,  and  the  fmall  tenants  have  fo  few 
cattle,  that  very  little  butter  or  cheefe  is  made;  24  lib.  Englifh 
of  each  fell  at  18  s. ;  beef  from  1 1.  10  s.  to  2 1.  per  barrel ;  trefh 
fizeable  cod  at  3d.;  ling  6d. ;  fwine  from  5s.  to  los. ; 
iheep  from  4s.  to  6s  ;  hens  and  docks  6d. ;  and  live  cows 
from  I  1.  68.  to  3 1.  los.  Having  no  fixed  markets  of  any 
kind  in  the  pariih,  nor  way  to  fend  to  them,  we  labour  undef 
this  great  difadvantage,  that,  when  we  abound,  we  get  no  ar- 
ticles fold,  and  when  we  mud  buy,  it  is  commonly  at  the  high- 
eft  rate :  When  provifions  arc  too  cheap,  it  is  not  fo  much  ow- 
ing 10  the  great  abundance  as  to  the  want  of  a  market. 
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Waters,  MUls,  £5*^.— Though  there  be  a  great  number  of 
brooks,  Tiry  mills  feldom  can  be  wrought  for  want  of  water 
or  fufficicnt  falls,  above  five  or  fix  months  yearly.  This 
makes  it  neceflaryi  either  to  fend  our  grain  at  a  great  expence 
to  other  countries,  or  ufe  querns  or  hand-mills.  By  the  low- 
ed calculation,  the  work  of  50  women  is  yearly  loft  at  grind- 
ing. This,  with  the  great  lofs  of  grain,  which  we  experience^ 
the  lofs  of  other  labour,  time,  and  expences,  amounts  yearly 
to  feveral  hundred  pounds  Sterling.  But  there  is  now  ex- 
pe|£tation  of  a  wind-mill  *• 

Minerals. 


•  It  is  remarkable  that  at  the  heads  of  creeks  and  bays, 
there  arc  frequently  banks  formed  of  fmall  round  ftones  covered 
with  earth,  fceniingly  formed  by  the  violence  of  the  fea,  though 
now  far  above  high  water  mark. 

There  is  a  plain,  called  the  Reef,  near  the  center  of  Tiry, 
leckoned  by  travellers  a  very  great  curiolity.  It  is  almoft  a 
pentagon  of  1200  Scotch  acres,  with  a  fandy  bottom  moftly  co- 
vered with  black  earth  ten  inches  deep,  a  beautiful  carpet  va- 
riegated with  flowers.  It  fcems  to  have  been  gained  from  the 
fea ;  the  work  of  ages.  The  part  next  the  (bore  has  received 
confidcrable  additions  within  the  pr:;fent  geueration.  It  has 
three  curved  green  banks,  each  about  two  feet  high,  upon 
which  it  appears  the  fea  had  formerly  beat.  Between  thcfe 
banks  the  ground  is  furprifingly  pUin.  •  The  greateft  height 
above  high  water  mark  is  about  fix  feet,  except  a  fmall  green 
hill  near  the  center,  nine  feet  higher.  The  whole  Reef  is  a 
common  untouched  by  a  plough.  Upon  the  top  of  this  hill, 
looking  backwards  from  under  the  arm,  all  the  objeds  upon  the 
plain  are  feen  inverted.  This  plain  is  bounded  on  one  fide  by 
Faothail,  or  a  fmall  channel  with  a  meandring  current,  fo  fmooth 
that  the  motion  is  fcarcely  perceptible.  It  branches  towards  the 
head,  which  is  withm  one  third  of  a  mile  to  the  other  fhore. 
When  fwcUcd  with  rain  and  a  high  fpring  tide,  being  without 
a  bridge,  it  greatly  obftruas  travellers.  Here  there  is  fome 
danger  of  the  ifland  being  cut  in  two,  to  prevent  which  a  bar- 
ricade of  ftone  and  earth  was  raifcd  on  the  oppofitc  Ihorc,  in 
one  part;  and  the  violent  ftorms  have  raifed  a  high  bank  of 
roun^  ftones  in  another;  yet*  the  impetuous  furgc  fometimes 
bafllcs  the  whole.  There  is  the  like  danger  near  the  weft  end 
of  Coll  among  the  fand  banks. 
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.  Jl/f>ifrtf/A— Hard  whiai^ne  prevaili.  in  this  pariOi,  yet 
.  there  is  fireqaently  ironftone  and  ^^poite,  and  in  one  farm 
abundance  of  linieftooe  and  marble*  The  qualities  of  the  Xj« 
ry  marble  are  now  well  known ;  it  is  fometitues  pure  white  » 
fomctimes  red  and  white,  or  white  and  green ;  and  fome« 
times  variegated  with  numberlefs  figures.  It  is  to  be  hopc^ 
a  correfpondence  will  be  continued,  a  market  procure^*  and 
a  marble  work  carried  on.— There  is  alfo  a  lead  ming  at 
CroiTapol  in  poll.  ,y-» 

^iuiiia//.— The  hill  of  Ceanmharra,  the  weft  point  of  Tiry^ 
is  very  remarkable  fiT  a  great  number  of  large  natural  caves, 
frequented,  in  time  of  hatching,  by  innumerable  flocks  of  iea- 
fowls.  The  hcigbt  of  fome  of  the  caves  \6o  feet,  the  fea 
bellowing  in  below,  and  thoufands  of  fowls,  with  difcordanc 
DoteS|  crouding  upon  the  cliffs,  form  a  hideous  fcene.  In 
other  magnificent  caves,  the  raven,  the  hawk,  or  the  eagle, 
build  their  lofty  nefts.  Separate  from  all  thefe,  the  pigeons 
have  chofen  their  habitations :  Hither  their  enemy,  at  the  riik 
of  his  life»  defcends  a  very  unpleafant  ftair,  carrying  fire  and 
a  bundle  of  ftraw,  to  which  he  fets  fire.  The  fmoke  fufibcat- 
ing  them,  they  fly  into  the  flames,  attached  to  the  light,  ap- 
parently  the  paflage  to  efcape  \  thus  numbers  of  them  are 
caught.  At  the  diftancc  of  6  leagues  weflward  from  this 
hill,  lie  a  clufter  of  unhofpitable  rocks,  called  Sceir-mhor,  to 
which  young  adventurers,  before  fun  rifing  in  a  calm  fummer 
^^J%  go  in  queft  of  fport.  The  ikins  of  the  fea- calves,  the 
old  inhabitants  of  thefe  rocks  and  Teas,  which  they  kill  with 
clubs  or  bullets,  commonly  meafure  from  fix  to  eightJeet 
in  length.  * 

Three  forts  of  wild  gcefe  firequent  thefe  ifles.  Aboutt  J^c 
beginning  of  April,  they  all  go  oflfto  places  of  greater  fecuri- 
ty  and  iktltp:  £ov  hatching,  antl  returti  as  foon  as  their  young 
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vfi  Jblc  to  accomptny  them.  When  feeding  in  the  mea- 
-dowS|  or  fieldsi  they  aref«re  to  keep  at  a  diftance  from  rocks 
and  dykes,  and  have  conftantly  a  centinel.  When  flying 
they  form  an  angle  about  4;  degrees  inclined.  The  goofe 
in  the  angle  leads  the  reft,  till  he  changes  his  place,  and  a 
neighbour  focceeds  him.  Swans  alfo,  in  finaller  companies 
wkh  their  melodious  march,  come  as  paflengers  upon  the 
lakes.  Many  thoufands  of  gray  plovers  are  feen  together, 
cfpflcially  upon  the  reef  or  great  plains  thcf  obfervc  the 
fiime  feafon  with  the  wild-geefe  10  hatching  elfewhere.  The 
£reen  plovers  hatch  in  the  ifland.  Rails  are  very  numerous. 
Moufe  coloured  fwallows  inhabit  the  fand  banks.  The  ^- 
koo  is  very  rarely  feen.  Magpies,  and  many  other  birds 
which  are  upon  the  mainland,  never  appear.  There  are 
neither  ferpents,  toads,  frogs,  weaieis,  nor  venomous  crea- 
tures of  any  kind.  Rabbits  are  numerous,  lodging  ia  the 
fand  in  the  eaft  end  of  Coll  i  and  a  couple  of  h^res  introduc- 
ed there,  about  7  years  ago,  are  iocreafed  to  many  hund* 
ixds^ 


•  jintiquitle/.'^Tktre  arc  many  figns  of  Danifli  invacjers 
having  for  fome  time  pofTefled  thefe  ifles.  Among  thefe  are 
Fingaltan  and  other  tales  repeated  by  the  inhabitants,  mention, 
ing  engagements  and  the  names  of  chieftains.  At  tliis  day  they 
point  out  their  burying-places,  whence  the  groimd  derives  its 
name.  Nor  are  their  dins,  forts*  or  watch-towers,  lefs  re- 
markable. There  are  39  remains  ot  them  in  the  two  iQands, 
generally  built  on  rockb,  round  the  whole  coad,  and  within 
light  oi  fome  other.  They  are  faid  to  have  been  ufed»  when 
an  enemy  appeared,  for  fuddenly  alarming  the  country  by  the 
iignal  of  fire.  There  are  two  walls  without  any  appearance  of 
lime  or  other  cement.  The  inner  is  circular,  and  the  outer  often 
aflumfs  the  figure  of  the  rock  on  whuh  it  is  ibnnded.  The 
whole  of  theie  ifles  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the  mainland 
were  named  Infiadh-Gaulf  which  lignifies  tne  iHcs  or  places  of  fc- 
curlty  ipr  (Iningers.    ' 

There  ar^  15  remains  of  old  chapels  or  churches,  at  fome  of 
which  are  burying- grounds  and  croil'es  ftili  to  be  fcen.    There 
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CIsmaUi  DffeafeSy  Population^  i^c. — Durable  froft  or  fno\r 
is  very  rare,  and  the  air  is  tempered  by  the  fea ;  yet  it  may 
be  called  a  cold  climate,  in  winter,  without  any  {belter.  It 
may  alfo  be  called  rainy  three  fifths  of  the  year.   When  there 

is 

Is  at  the  chapel  of  Kilkencth  in  Tiry  a  burying  ground  fo  f*ndy, 
that,  by  blowing,  heaps  ot  human  bones  are  fee  a,  and  cc  ffiris  of- 
ten cxpoftd,  before  half  confumed  It  is  now  fnrrounoed  by 
fand  banks  higher  than  the  fide  walls;  they  no  lonj  r  bury 
here.  Alongft  the coafts  in  many  parts,  arc  bmicd  the  nrmins 
of  drowned  perfons  calt  aihorc.  At  the  above  hill  of  Canm- 
harra,  on  a  very  rugged  declivity,  is  firuifed  St  Patrick%  temple. 
'the  vcftige  of  a  wall  incloff  h  it  in  one  third  of  an  acre  of  land. 
It  is  26  by  II  feet  withm  whIU:  the  CiJe  walls  5 J  feet  high;  one 
gable  fix  inches  thicker  than  the  other  j  without  a  roof,  and  ill 
built  of  llone  and  lime.  A  tquiire  ahar  in  the  eaft  end  is  ftill  1 8 
inches  high.  The  crofs  witho^r  'he  pedeftal  4  feet.  Within  60 
yards  of  it,^t  the  fliore  on  the  topof  arock,is  made  a  hollow,  2  feet 
diameter  and  4  deep,  called  by  the  country  people  Si  Patrick's 
Vat.  There  are  9  or  10  long  Clones,  in  different  parts  of  the 
pariftiv  feemtngly  creeled  as  monuments.  Biitiih*  Dani(b,  and 
other  fmall  filver  coins,  in  fuiall  earthen  veffels,  have  often  been 
dug  out  of  modes  and  f^mdy  ground.  Two  years  ago,  was  dif- 
covered  a  bent  tubular  piece  of  gold  about  2 1.  value,  the  two 
ends  not  clofcly  joined,  and  not  unlike  a  fort  of  car-ring.  In  a 
ftack-yard  at  Lornaigbeg  in  Tiry,  in  diirging  pits  in  fandy 
ground  to  fecurc  potatoes  during  winter  and  fpring,  there  were 
found  at  different  times  human  fkeletons,  and  nigh  them  the 
Ikeletons  of  horfes.  They  fcemed  to  have  been  compicatly  armed, 
according:  to  the  times.  Two  handed  fwords  were  found  dimi- 
nifiied  with  rull ;  filver  work  preferved  the  handles;  there  were 
aKo  ftiields  and  helmets  with  a  brafs  fpear.  Nigh  this  was  dif- 
covered  another  ikeleton,  holding  the  flceleton  of  an  infant  in 
its  arms.  It  is  propofcd  to  dig  more  of  this  ground.  Some  of 
thelc  cuiiofiiics  arc  in  the  poffctlion  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle, 

In  Coil  near  the  family  feat  (a  good  modern  houfe  three  fto- 
ries  high  with  wings,  Sec.)  is  the  old  habitation,  a  fquare  built 
caftle,  with  turrets  and  fome  lower  additions.  The  main  build, 
ing  is  llill  roofed  ;  the  whole  apartments  arc  diftinft.  Near  the 
center  of  Tiry  is  a  lake  with  an  ifland  in  it,  whereupon  was 
built  a  fimilar  caflle ;  the  accefs  by  a  made  road  and  draw- bridge. 
Upon  the  ruins  of  this,  in  1 748,  was  crcdled  a  houfe  with  a  gar- 
den  for  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  faclor.  The  ifland  was  fomctime 
ago  made  a  pcninfula. 
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is  froft  on  the  malnlaod^  there  is  often  mild  weather  in  the& 
iflands ;  when  ihow  in  the  one,  there  is  ofcen  but  rain  in  the 
other.  The  rain  water  lodgrs  on  this  £at  furface ;  and  with 
the  exhalations  from  fo  many  lakes,  in  calm  weather,  oftea 
rifes  in  mift.  An  inland  country,  in  this  damp  Otuationy 
would  be  very  unhealthy;  but  the  healthy  fea  air  generally 
drives  away  whatever  is  noxious*  The  boulcs  of  the  com« 
mon  peo{.Le  are  generally  in  dry  fttuations  aod  remarkably 
warm,  built  as  ufual  in  landy  iflancJs  (partly  through  want 
of  ftones,  which  are  ill  to  quarry,  but  moftly  out  of  choice,) 
of  an  inner  and  outer  iingle  wall,  filled  up  in  the  middle  with 
fandy  earth  from  4  to  6  feet  thick.  The  people  are  lively^ 
indufirious,  and  chearfiil,  and  often  engaged  in  aAive  em* 
ployments,  in  the  open  air;  yet  the  dampnefs  of  the  place, 
the  want  of  proper  firing,  and  the  poor  living  of  many,  feem 
to  be  the  great  caufes  of  frequent  rheumatifms,  dyfentaries^ 
and  nervous  fevers.  Draining  of  the  lakes,  and  flat  ^rounds^ 
may  add  much  to  the  faiubrity  of  the  place.  Both  ifles,  up- 
on the  whole,  appear  to  be  healthy  from  the  great  age  to 
which  many  of  the  inhabitants  attain. 


dumber  of  fouls  in  Tiry, 

in  March  1792  2416 

Males          -.          •  1 1 84 

Females             -  1232 

Under  10            -  663 

From  10  to  20        •  573 

From  20  to  50        •  737 

From  50  to  70        -  334 

Fron)  70  to  80         -  77 

From  80  to  90         -  22 

From  90  to  100         -  9 

Above  100            .  I 


From  80  to  90 
From  90  to  100 
Annual  average  of  bap- 

tidiis   m  Tiry,  for  6 

years 
Marriages  ditto  • 

Families 
Farmers 
Workmen 
Cottars 

Families  in  Coll 
Farmers 


7 
S 


95 
16 
467 
270 
66 
131 
199 

97 
Number 
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Number  of  fouls  in  Coll»  Worl^neii  •  .37 

in  January  1793     -.104:1     C^ftV  -        '-         <i5 

Males         -  -         499    T^tal  popubtion  of  b^lh 

Fconalos.  ^     -        -     .  544  '     W«idi        .   -  ^34S7 

Under  10  -  3Z*  sRctum  to  Dr  Wdbftcr 

From  10  to  20  -  aoa-j  from  Tiff  in  1755  1509 
From  20  to  50  -  34$  ■■  ■  from  CoU|  ditto  1 193 
From  50  to  70  -  13a  Total  -  •  i  ayoa 
From  70  to  80        •         26    locreafe  finoe  1755      '.  yyj 

The  Tiry-man  aboTC  ioo»  was  allowed  to  be  106,  at  Iiii 
deaths  in  fpring  laft.  Except  f9r  the  laft  7  yours  he  fopport* 
ed  himfelf  and  wife  by  herding.  His.  lurelineis  appeared  to 
the  laft,  not  only  by  walking  but  dancing.  There  are  no  re* 
gifters  of  births  or  buriak,  and  the  pariQi  records  precoeding 
the  prefent  incumbent's  time  have  been  loft^ 

There  are  not  40  natives  of  any  other  parifli  in  the  two 
ifles.  Tradefmen  are  numerous,  yet  fome  good  ones  are 
much  wanted.  It  is  not  eafy  to  calculate  their  number,  be- 
caufe^  in  general,  they  are  not  diftinft  from  farmers.  Many 
men  and  women  work  at  the  weaving  bufinefi.  There  are 
very  few  batchelors  or  widowers.  The  men  frequently  mir^ 
ry  at  19  or  20.  The  popuhtlon  has  been  alfo  increafedf 
within  thefe  J4  years,  by  three  fuccefsful  courfes  of  inocida» 
tion. 

The  fituation  of  the  patlfli  is  difmal  without  a  furgeon  re« 
fiding  in  it.  Poor  people  cannot  afford  fending  occafionally: 
for  a  furgeon,  to  a  diiiant  country,  at  great  expences,  with 
frequent  dirappointments  j  the  raging  elements  forbid  it ;  or 
perhaps  before  the  relief  arrive,  the  hope  of  the  family  Is  no 
more.  Too  often  has  the  prelent  incumbent  foeo  chtld*bed 
women,  in  particular,  fall  fad  facrlfices  without  relief.  It  it 
too  much  for  this  parifli^  without  manufaffaires,  and  withoftt 

^    .  ^  w    greater 


greater  improvementt  id  i^cultorey  to  fupport  3457  inhaln* 
tants,  if  they  fhould  belree  of  other  burdens*  Tet  the  peo* 
pie  hateofeti  and  cordially  united  to  make  up  a  fmali  faiary, 
according  to  their  abHitieS)  and  beftowcd  it  upon  young  fur- 
geons»  wbo  refided  now  and  then  amongft  them,  confider- 
ingiit  as  a  temporary  appointment.  There  are  now  fo  many 
pious  moKtificatioiis,  fb  many  public  funds  raifed  upon  diar^ 
table  foundations ;  if,  In  this  refpc£l,  the  fituation  of  this  pa- 
rifli  was  reprefented  and  kbown.  Is  there  any  part  in  Scot- 
land in  greater  need  of  relief  from  them  ?  A  fund  of  this 
kmd^  with  a  farm  to  rtBde  on,  together  with  what  a  furgeon 
could  add  to  k  by  his  prafiice,  might  be  an  objeA  worth  at- 
tention to  fome  gendemiin  of  that  profeffion.  In  the  time  of 
the  laft  American  war,  in  one  twelvemonth  i2o  youths,  and 
in  this  fpring  above  100,  left  this  ifland  for  the  fe'rvice  of 
their  country.  Does  not  thb  merit  attention  in  many  ref- 
pefts  i 

i 

Ftsel. — Coll  Ifland  abounds  in  mofs  of  the  beft  quality  for 
peats,  but  at  fuch  diftances  from  fome  of  the  farms,  that 
coals  bought  at  moderate  prices,  would  be  far  cheaper.  One 
end  of  Tiry  can,  for  a  few  years,  make  peats,  but  in  the  other 
end  near  200  families  are  redixed  to  the  greatcft  diflre^. 
They  are  robbed  of  the  mofl  valuable  feafon,  in  whfch  they 
fhould  be  improving  their  farms,  in  ruining,  in  fleaing  them, 
a  or  3  inches  d*cp,  wherever  there  is  the  fmallctt  mixture  of 
nofs  in  the  foil.  They  have  now  cxpofcd  the  rocks  in  many 
plaees.  Ncccffity  finds *D«t  ttiany  Ihifrs.  Sometimes  in  fpring 
they  gather  dried  horfe  dung  j  they  even  bbrn  firaw,  and 
then  comes  the  laft  (hift,  burning  the  roofs  of  their  houfes 
or  fome  of  their  furoiture. 

Manii/aattrei  Md  Fi^ry.—Thh  pm(h,  in  its  prefcnt  fitu- 
ation,  is  fo  over  peopled,  that,  though  the  lands  be  ftill  oc- 

eupic«4 
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cupied  b7finall  tenants,  1200  or  ijfoo  males  and  fenuiled, 
above  eight  year  old,  might  be  fpared  for  fifhing  and  other 
manufadures.  For  which  purpoiei  wherever  the  fituatioa 
admits  of  it,  every  farm,  efpeclally  thofe  from  30  to  200  in* 
habitants,  ihould  be  fubdivided  and  indofed  to  one,  or  at 
inoft  four  tenants  each  divifion.  Theie  few  would  be  more 
difpofed  to  improve  their  farms  than  now,  in  common  with 
many,  whofe  main  ftudy  is  to  plough  all  they  can,  though 
but  ill  prepared  for  a  good  crop.  Numerous  inhabitants  are 
agreeable,  and  have  their  ufes.  Here  they  may  be  made  ftill 
more  numerous ;  but  when  with  a  view  to  ferve  them  all, 
lands  in  common  are  divided  into  very  fntall  portions,  foch 
£imilie$  can  never  thrive.  If  the  fuperfluous  number  of  ten* 
ants  were  converted  into  manufaflurers,  the  remaining  ones 
would  be  more  eafily  enabled  to  pay  their  rents,  even  if  aug« 
mented,  live  better,  educate  their  children,,  and  fell  more  to 
fupport  the  manufaAurers,  who  in  return  would  enrich  the 
country  from  a  variety  of  fourccs.  As  this  parifh,  when  im- 
proved, might  fupport  a  village  in  mod  of  the  neceflaries  of 
life,  befides  the  above  divifions,  for  the  encouragement  of 
tradefmen,  a  convenient  fituation  ihould  be  cholcn  for  inclo- 
fures  of  a  few  acres,  for  greens,  roots,  grafs  feeds,  &c.  which, 
though  fome  of  them  could  not  afford  to  keep  a  horfe,  they 
might  improve  like  a  garden  with  the  fpade,  or  by  occafion- 
ally  hiring  a  horfe  or  plough.  Lands,  in  common  with 
others,  would  ruin  a  tradefmen,  whereas  fuch  feparate  pof- 
feffioos  would  caufe  a  great  emulation  for  improvements,  and 
would  be  equally  to  the  advantage  of  proprietors  and  tenants. 
Ihe-  ingredients  with  which  any  country  abounds,  point 
out  the  manufactures  proper  to  begin  with.  Accordingly,  as 
part  of  this  foil  could  produce  good  flax,  the  culture  of,  and 
preparation  of  it  fhould  be  ftudied,  as  none  of  thefe  are  well 
underftood  here.    The  abundance  of  a  fuperior  quality  of 

clay, 


cf  Tirf.  407- 

clay,  points  out  another  fource  6f  manuFaAures.  Applying 
kelp  might  be  applied  to  Icvcral  ufci,  fait  fo  convenient  to 
the  weftcrn  filhcrics,  might  be  made  here.  Several  other 
manufafturcs,  of  which  the  nrwtcrials  arc  cafily  i-nported, 
might  be  tried,  fuch  as  working  of  nets,  ilockings,  &c.  The 
marble  alfo  might  employ  many  hands.  Above  all,  fifhing 
fhould  never  be  neglefted  in  Tiry  and  Coll,  one  of  the  bcft 
nations  in  all  the  weflern  ifles.  The  attempts  that  have  been 
made,  and  the  feveral  fifhing  banks  daily  difcovered  confirm 
this.  The  country  being  flat|  the  feas  near  it  wilt  not  na- 
turally be  deep.  Some  of  the  banks  are  dole  to  the  ihore. 
Experienced  fifticrs  obfervc  that,  of  all  the  places  they  know^ 
this  is  nearcft  to  the  fifhing  grounds.  In  fummcr  1787,  there 
were  feveral  companies  of  natives  employed,  and,  though  of  lit- 
tic  experience,  they  caught  at  one  felting  of  200  or  300  hooks, 
from  30  to  80  cod  and  ling,  bcfidcs  a  variety  of  fcatc,  eels, 
dol-fi(h,  &c.  and  thofe  who  had  harpoons  and  lines  caught  at 
the  fame  time  fail-fifh,  each  yielding  from  5  to  8  barrels  oil. 
Herrings  frequent  the  bay  of  Gott,  yet  there  arc  no  nets  on 
the  ifland.  There  arc  yearly  companies  from  Barra,  who 
prefer  this  to  their  own  ifland,  efpecially  as  lefs  fatiguing. 
Thefe  having  more  experience,  are  more  fuccefsful  than  our 
nirn.  There  have  been  alfo  adventurers  from  Ireland  and  the 
eaft  of  Scotland  fuccefsful.  In  one  floop  particularly,  though 
they  concealed  their  fuccefs,  they  fecmcd,  from  their  heaps 
upon  the  fhore,  to  have  caught  in  2  months,  from  12000  to 
16000  cod  and  ling.  There  are,  this  year,  fomc  companies 
from  Barra,  one  from  Ayr,  and  one  only  of  the  natives.  They 
commonly  catch  from  100  to  240  ^r  day,  fo  that  fomctimcs 
they  do  not  raife  their  whole  lines  at  once ;  their  boats  not 
being  able  to  carry  the  fi(h  afhore.  Notwkhftandiug  fuch  a 
promifing  profpcft,  of  their  having,  with  a  great  number  of 
fifhing  yawlS|  10  boats  in  the  parifhi  partly  decked,  which 

carry 
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carry  from  3  to  T4  tons,  of  their  Ijing  fo  conVcniently  npoa 
the  fpot,  and  of  having  many  hardy  feamen  amongft  them^ 
they  do  not»  in  this  di(lri£l,  purfae  the  fifliiog  with  (pirit. 
The  reafons  are  obvious*     They  are  moftly  farmers  having  a 
fmall^rtion  of  land,  in  common  with  many,  which  requires 
daily  attendance.    Farming  in  common,  and  other  branches 
of  bufinefs,  can  never  thrive  in  the  fame  hands.   Poor  people 
who  have  a  fure,  though  perhaps  a  ftarving  way  of  fupport* 
ing  their  families,  feldom  riik  their  fmall  fortunes,  and  of 
their  own  accord  begin  a  new  branch  of  bufinefs*    The  dan- 
ger of  not  being  fuccefifol  frightens  them.  When  a  confider- 
able  ftock  is  neceflary  for  fitting  them  out,  the  plan  is  relin* 
<}ui(hed  as  ideal.     Surely  the  expeooe  in  boats,  hands,  hooks, 
harpoons,  lines,  8lc.  is  confiderable,  and  the  ftorms  often 
break  their  lines  and  buoys.     If  a  man  could  (jpare,  from  his 
daily  employment,  time  to  catch  200  or  300  cod  and  lin^ 
they  turn  out  to  little  avail  without  a  purchafer  at  hand.  The 
good  efiefls  of  the  Crinan  canal  are  only  yet  feen  at  a  dii^ 
tauce.     If  the  fiOier  cures  with  prohibited  fair,  they  are  (eiz* 
able  on  the  way  to  market ;  he  finds  it  too  chargeable  for  his 
fmall  cargo,  to  vifit  the  cuftom-houfe  fo  often,  and  obferve 
all  its  regulations  for  Tap,  nor  indeed  does  he  underftand 
them,  he  prefers  to  give  triple  price  for  it  elfewherc.    I  have 
feen  country  lads  from  negleA  of  forms  like  to  be  ruined, 
and  even  gentlemen  who  knew  bufinefs  fufier  much.  If  thefe 
regulations  mufl  be  kept  in  force  without  exception,  without 
amendment,  a  bar  to  fifliing,  fhould  not  fome  wellwifher  to 
his  country  colleft  and  explain  them  to  low  capacities  ?  Thus 
in  the  fmall  attempts,  the  great  things  that  might  arife  from 
them  are  in  cfFcft  difcouraged. 

Procuring  aid  to  the  natives,  from  fome  public  fund,  to 
purchafe  lines,  hooks,  harpoons,  &c.  would  raHe  a  fpirtt  of 
emulation  to  make  more  attempts,  efpecially  as  an  eafy  pom* 

munication 


Aunication  with  Clyde  will  foon  be  opened.  Some  perfon 
rcficjing  conftantly  in  tl^c  parifli,  with  a  (lore  of  fait  to  pur- 
chafe  whatever  quaKj|^t|(y  might  be  caught,  even  in  winter  and 
ipringy  when  fome  of  the  fiih  are  bed  in  feafon^  might  be  of 
efTential  fervice.  But  of  all  encouragements  to  make  them 
perfcyere,  thf  bcft  is,  to  improve  fome  harbours  or  creeks  in 
the  moft  cbnvenient  places ;  at  lead  one  upon  the  N.  ilde« 
convenient  for  the  great  bank  between  Tiry  and  Barra^  but 
one  third  nearer  Tiry  %  and  on  the  S.  fide  Scairni/bf  the 
commoa.  har^ur^  which  admits  of  coniiderable  improve* 
mests.  In  JL^J(fcfent  ^ate  the  entrance  is  very  dangerous^ 
b^ing  too  long,  j|nd  in  moft  places  not  above  40  yards  wide, 
b^^weeo  two  rc^ks,  an<(JL«^  third  lying  crofs  at  the  very  en- 
trance. When  in  ftonpy  weather  the  wind  is  S.  or  W.  a 
heavy  fwell  from  the  Atlantic  enters  the  harbour.  When 
tkftiwind  is  N.,.N.  by  E.  or  N.  W.  a  veffcl  that  might  come 
^j|t]iin  a  few  ^(homs  of  the  (horC)  mud  fheer  off*  again  to 
fira  in  a  dorm.  Wh^n  ,l{^thin  the  harbour,  the  wind  may  be 
maoy-4ay^  fair  for  a  voyage,  but  a  veflcl  cannot  get  out  of  it. 
At  once  to  prevent  fucl^  misfortunes  and  make  the  ifland 
mucl^.more  valuable^  a  fmall  expence  may  build  a  quay,  at 
l^aft  a^  far  out  as  it  ebbs,  to  be  fecured  from  the  impetuous 
furge,  partly  with  timber  and  iron,  but  moftly  with  loofe 
Hones  behind,  ^[hich  are  at  hand.  A  fhort  quay  at  each 
fide  of  the  entrance,  overlapping  each  other,  with  fmall  breaft 
works  within,  may  be  the  moft  eligible.  Near  this,  on  the 
W.  fide  of  the  bay  of  Gott,  is  excellent  anchoring  ground. 
It  opens  fouthwards,  is  within  2  miles  of  the  £.  end  of  the 
ifland,  and  runs  near  2  miles  into  the  land.  The  bottom  is 
fand  mixed  with  clay  and  fea  grafs ;  and,  though  fometimes 
there  be  a  fwcj^,  I  have  fcen  vcflels  ride,  in  grdiat  ftorms, 
without  driv^g^«ne  foot.  The  entrance  is  very  fafe,  and  the 
depth  gradually  dccreafing,  from  16  fathoms,  to  the  fmalleft 
VoL^'X.'  3F  for 
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for  a  mile  iowards.  There  is  a  good  place  for  a  quay  bj  it« 
It  were  to  be  wiihed  that  this  bay  was  better  known,  being 
moft  convenient  for  veflels  which  do  not  hold  through  the 
founds,  and  might  prevent  many  fhipwreckSf  one  of  which 
happened  fo  lately  as  March  laft.  There  are  alfo  on  the  S. 
fide  of  Coll,  Iioch-Iothuirn  and  Loch-Breacacbyt  fiations 
where  veflels  frequently  anchor,  and  which  might  be  much 
improved.  A  knowledge  of  thefe  harbours  is  the  more  ne-* 
ceflary,  as  there  are  in  many  places  on  the  coafts  a  great 
fwell,  ftrong  currents,  and  many  rocks^  as  Sceir'-mhor  weft« 
ward|  and  the  Cairn  of  Coll  caftwardL 

Sheep^  Block  Cattle^  and  Horfes. — ^A  few  years  ago  there 
were  at  lead  14,000  (heep  in  thefe  liles.  The  Laird  of 
Coll  baniflied  them  almoft  out  of  his  lands.  The  inclemency 
of  the  feafons  reduced  them  in  Tiry.  There  arc  not  now 
above  1 100  in  the  parifb.  Though  in  other  countries  a  moft 
beneficial  (lock,  they  are  moft  dcftruftive,  efpecially  to  Tiry. 
There  is  not  a  fufficient  range  for  them*  They  do  not  thrive 
in  fummer  owing  to  certain  weeds  j  nor  in  winter  on  account 
of  the  wetnefs  of  the  pafture.  Where  the  grais  is  thin  and 
fliort,  they  tear  up  by  their  feet  the  very  roots  for  food. 
They  lodge  in  hollows  for  (helter,  and  fo  break  the  fward, 
and  expofe  the  fand  to  be  driven  by  the  winds,  whence  whole 
fields  are  ruined|  becoming  white  banks.  Tiry  pafture  is  aU 
ready  too  fine.  Sheep  convert  the  little  coarfe  grafs  there  is 
into  a  finer  pile,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  black  cattle,  as  it 
fubjedls  them,  when  ferried  to  another  country,  to  the  diC 
temper  called  murrain  or  bloody  urine,  and  confequently  re- 
duces a  third  of  their  price,  till  they  get  one  winter's  feafon- 
ing  elfewhere.  Yet  if  the  flieep  were  baniOied,  it  would  be 
ncceflary  to  contract  for  years  with  (heep-grazicrs,  whereby 
wool  might  be  provided  to  the  inhabitants  at  a  moderate  rate. 

The 
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The  black  cattle  of  Tiry  and  part  of  CoU|  which  have  no 
accefs  to  pafture  in  heathy  ground,  are  fubje^t  as  above  to 
the  murrain,  or  in  Gaelic  airneaci,  probably  from  its  affeAing 
the  kidneys.  It  feems  to  be  communicated  either  from  the 
milk  or  fine  grafs,  or  from  both.  However,  when  (beep  are 
banifiied,  the  coarfe  graft  incloied  and  encouraged  to  grow^ 
being  the  beft  pafture  for  calves  and  yonng  cattle,  it  becomes 
at  leaft  fuch  a  leafoning  as  may  prevent  the  above  diftemper. 
Then  fuch  cattle,  deducing  the  inconveniencies  of  ferrying, 
might  moft  probably  fell  as  high  as  any  in  the  Highlands, 
Tliere  are  beaotiful  cattle  reared  here,  efpecially  of  late, 
which,  when  lent  to  Eoglifli  pafture,  grow  to  an  amazing 
fize.  One  of  them,  of  which  we  lately  had  an  account,  fed 
by  Mr  Spearman  of  Northumberland,  1790,  weighed  in  beef^ 
tallow,  and  hide,  117  ftone  5^  lib. 

Except  upon  gentlemens  farms,  who  occupy  two  fifths  of 
the  land,  there  is  not  one  third  more  of  black  cattle  than  of 
horfes.  This  cannot  be  efifeAually  reAified  by  the  prcfent 
diviiion  of  the  lands  and  plan  of  hafl)and)*y. 

Number  of  horfes  in  Number  of  horfes  in 

Tiry         -        -         1400        Coll          -          -  500 

Number  of  Sheep     -       600  Number  of  fheep      -  500 

Tons  of  kelp  manufac-  Tons  of  kelp  manufac-- 

tured          -          -         245        turcd          -         -  jj 

Ploughs        .         -          160  Ploughs          -          -  34 

Black  cattle          -          1800  Black  cattle          -  X300 

Ditto  yearly  ferried    -      260  Ditto  yearly  ferried    r  250 

Ditto  ditto  ilaughtered  -    70  Ditto  ditto  flaughtered  30 

A  few  years  ago  the  number  of  horfes  was  much  greater ; 
orders  were  given  to  reduce  them  in  both  iflands,  A  four  year 
old  native  horfe  fcils  from  2  L  to  5  I.    In  Tiry,  they  might 

be 
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be  reduced  to  250  good  ones,  with  feme  maresi  WKat 
makes  the  ploughs  lb  very  numerous^  is»  that  commonly  they 
only  plough  from  the  beginning  of  March  to  the  20th  June. 
-—At  leaft  one  third  of  the  kelp  is  made  of  wrack,  eaft  by 
(terms  upon  the  fliores. 

The  black  cattle  and  harfes  are  moftly  in  a  ftarving  con- 
dition. The  latter,  when  their  pafture  is  very  bare  in  win- 
ter and  fpring,  tear  up  the  ground  with  their  feet  to  come  at 
the  roots.  Many  tenants  keep  two  or  three  cows,  which 
have  not  a  calf  for  years  together.  One  informed  me  of  his 
having  a  cow  ten  years  old,  that  never  had  but  one  calf.  An* 
other,  that  he  keeps  three  or  four  cows,  but  had  not  a  calf 
for  fix  years. 

jtgrioilture^  iffc. — Inclofures  are  lately  begun.  The  above 
faAs  {hew  the  neccffity  of  continuing  them,  and  fubdividing 
farms  to  a  few  tenants  that  may  be  able  to  keep  carts.  After* 
a  little  amendment  of  the  roads,  with  the  money  that  is  raif- 
ed,  or  the  fcrvices  that  may  be  exaAed,  there  Is  no  country 
better  calculated  for  them.  As  yet  there  are  only  five  in  the 
pariOi.  A  fmall  light  Scotch  plough  is  moftly  ufed.  Great 
is  the  necefilty  of  getting  timber,  and  a  proper  wright.  The 
method  of  ploughing  by  one  man,  two  horfes,  and  long  reins, 
is  ufed  only  by  two  in  the  parKh  ;  but  might  very  eafily  be 
praflifed  by  getting  a  ftronger  breed  of  horfes.  Inftead  of 
this,  4  men  and  7  horfes  often  attend  the  fame  furrow  ;  two 
men  and  5  horfes  the  plough;  2  men  and  2  horfes  the  rifiie,  or 
fharp  iron  nearly  the  fliape  of  a  coulter,  but  bent  further  for- 
ward, and  like  it  fixed  in  a  beam,  with  two  handles  to  cut 
the  tough  fward  before  the  plough,  which  follows  in  the  fame 
line.  When  in  one  farm  4  or  13  ploughs  are  fet  agoing, 
and  30  or  perhaps  96  horfes  with  creels  fent  to  carry  fea>ware 
off  the  ihore,  befides  fome  idle  mares  and  followers,  fuch  a 

fiirni 
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farm  Cakes  many  hands  aod  horfes,  and  labouring  muft  prove 
dear.  A  change  of  method  is  indeed  required  }  and  fiihing 
with  manufa^ur.es  to  employ  fo  many  fuperfluoas  hands*. 
Though  the  people  he  naturally  attached  to  their  ancient 
modes,  yet  whenever  they  fee  new  methods  purfued  to  per- 
fefiion  in  iaclofed  farins»  and  work  carried  on  much  more 
profitably,  expeditioufly,  and  cheaply,  they  will  readily  com* 
ply.*.. 

CharaEtir  and  Cufioms  of  the  P/o//r.— The  common  people 
are  not  very  attentive  to  the  ordinances  of  religion,  but  are 
now  reforming,  as  the  gentlemen  (hew  them  a  good  example. 
They  ftill  retain  fome  Roman  Catholic  fayings,  prayers,  and 
oaths,  as  expletives  \  fuch  as  <  Dias  Muire  let^  u  e.  God  and 
Mary  be  with  you.  *  Air  Muire^  fwearing  by  Mary,  Sec. 
They  are  free  of  fuperftition,  and  make  a  confideraMe  progrefi: 
hi  knowledge.  There  is  no  fchifm  from  the  eftabliihed 
church ;  and  none  of  any  other  perfaailon,  except  now  and 
then  a  few  Roman  Catholic  fervants  from  Barra.  It  is  a 
great  advantage  to  their  morals  that  there  are  only  three  li- 
cenfed  fmall  ftills,  and  four  public  houfes  at  the  ferries  and 
harbours  in  both  ifles.    For  generations  back,  there  has  been 

no 

*  About  4  years  ago,  the  yearly  wae^s  and  gratuities  of  a  labour^ 
er  amounted  only  to  2 1,  is  s.  and  ofa  female  fcrvant  to  1 1.  but 
they  are  now  increafed  near  a  third,  owing  moftly  to  the  fer- 
vants frequenting  the  low  country.  Small  tenants  give  them 
much  more.  Another  caufe  of  the  increafe  of  wages  is  the  en« 
lifting  fo  many  men  for  the  army,  particularly  the  fencible  corps^^ 
with  promifes  of  pofleflions  to  their  friends  or  to  themfelves  ac 
their  return.  Hence  partly  fo  many  Imall  divifions  of  lands 
and  the  poverty  of  the  tenants.  Workmen  with  sheir  families 
are  engaged  for  a  fourth  or  fifth  of  the  whole  crop  and  grafs. 
In  fome  count  ties  they  can  more  eafily  triple  thefe  wages ;  their 
pofTeQions,  th.ir  foil,  their  markets,  and  plans  oflabouring,  can 
bfttcr  afford  ic.  Tradefmcn  have  from  7  d.  to  i  s.  ad./^r  day^ 
b.lides  yiduaU, 
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no  robbery,  miirdcr,  or  fuicidc.  In  general  they  are  liibrilc, 
and  not  eafily  deceired.  They  are  mannerly,  lively,  and  in- 
genious, very  horpitaUe  to  ftrangers,  and  kind  to  the  diftrct 
fed.  And  chough  it  be  impoffible  to  anfwer  for  the  behavi- 
our of  all  the  common  people,  if  left  at  liberty,  the  (hipwreck- 
ed  have  always  found  proteAion  and  fafety  from  the  beft  fa- 
milies. 

Tradition  tells  us  of  the  remarkable  ftature,  ftrength,  and 
valour,  of  John  the  Great,  the  laird  of  Coil's  predcceflbr. 
He,  in  feveral  battles,  conquered  the  Macneik  of  Barra,  who 
pretended  right  to  his  lands,  and  eftablifhed  himfelf  in  the 
heritage,  handed  down  to  him  from  Macdonald  of  tlie  liles. 
The  Macniels  burying-grounds  are  pointed  out  to  day,  in 
many  places  in  Coll.  Though  Neil  his  brother  was  not  near 
equal  in  ftrength,  he  could  raife  to  his  breaft  three  ftones,  on 
tap  of  each  other,  weighing  at  leaft  i5  cwt.  The  ftones  re- 
main ftill  at  the  place. 

A  country  man,  who  died  laft  year  about  5  feet  10  inches 
high,  was  employed  by  the  laird  of  Coll  as  poft  to  Glafgow 
or  Edinburgh.  His  ordinary  burden  thence  to  Coll  was  16 
fione.  Being  once  ftopt  at  a  toll  near  Dumbarton,  he  hu- 
moroufly  aiked  whether  he  ihould  pay  for  a  burden,  and  up- 
on being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  carried  his  horfe  in  his 
arms  paft  the  toll. 

Indeed,  though  of  an  ordinary  iize,  the  people  are  remark- 
able for  agility.  They  frequently  entertain  themfelves  by 
compofing  and  finging  fongs,  by  repeating  Fingalian  and 
other  tales,  by  dancing  aflemblies  at  different  £arms  by  turns. 
In  this  qualification  they  are  remarkably  neat.  They  are  ve- 
ry chearhil  and  humorous,  and  there  are  not  above  two  or 
three  of  either  fex  corpulent  in  ehher  ifle. 

Poor 


Potr  and  Schools. — Thtf  are  very  attentive  to  the  poor  iti 
fickoefs  and  want.  They  rarely  hare  cafli,  but  liberally  be-* 
fioir  graios  &a  The  kirk  feffion  fands  do  not  afford  to 
g^ve  annually  above  3  s.  to  each  of  50  poor  in  Tiry,  and  34 
in  CoiL  There  are  alfo  5  s,  or  6  s.  allowed  to  help  their  in- 
terments. 

Whatever  thefe  Iflanders  may  be  behind  their  neighbours, 
any  where  on  the  mainland,  is  wholly  owing  to  their  great 
difadvantages  as  to  education.  I  hope  the  period  is  now 
arrived  when  the  cloud  fhall  be  dirpelled.  Till  lately  there 
were  only  loh  of  a  parochial  ialary  for  a  fchool.  Nine 
yean  ago,  the  Society  an  Scotland  for  Propagating  Chriftian 
Knowledge,  beftowed  10 1.  for  another  fchooL  Thefe  two 
fchools  generally  had  not  ten  fcholars  each.  The  people 
had  not  tafte  for  educatiooi  and  there  were  complaints  againft 
the  teachers.  The  Society  have,  fince  the  Reverend  Dr 
Kemp's  viiit,  added  to  thefe  falauries  a  fum  that  enables  the 
teachers  to  teach  all  gratis,  and  beftowed  a  number  of  books 
upon  them.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  is  pleafed  to  add  fb  much 
for  proviiions  which  the  parifli  ihould  make.  A  iaiary  is 
now  granted,  by  the  Society,  for  a  fchool  in  CoU.  I  doubt 
not  but  they  (hall  henceforth  be.  all  well  attended,  if  the 
ichoolmafters  be  well  chofen.  There  are  now  often  from  60 
to  80  fcholars  in  each.  From  whatever  fource  funds  may 
be  obtained  to  accomodate  this  parifli  properly,  Tiry  re<j[uu«t 
4  fchools  and  Coll  two. 

Our  congregations  were  untaught  fingers,  tMl  the  bqin« 
ning  of  this  year.  An  itinerant  church  mofic  teacher,  with 
a  fmall  falary,  employed  by  the  Society  for  Propagating 
Chriftian  Knowledge,  was  fent  for*  He  teaches  at  fo  cheap 
a  rate,  that  it  is  belived  800  or  900  in  the  pariih  will  attend 
him  this  year.    The  good  effeAs  may  be  great.    Singing  is 

already 
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already  become  agreeable,  even  to  the  old  and  illiterate. 
Men  at  70  years  of  age  attend. 

Sewing  fchools,  and  efpecially  fpinning  fchools,  are  much 
required,  as  the  women  in  general  are  very  backward  ia 
thcfe  rcrpefts  •. 

.  Emigration. — ^Thirty-fix  men,  women,  and  children,  emi- 
grated from  Coll  to  America  in  1 792.  None  hitherto  has 
emigrated  from  Tiry,  though  Tome  ulk  of  doing  fo.  Their 
crops  failed  in  1790  and  1791,  which,  together  with  the 
low  prices  of  kelp  and  cattle,  has  much  reduced  them.  They 
jnuft  foon  go  fomewhere  for  relief,  unlefs  manufaAurcs  be 
introduced  to  employ  them. 

jRfrrw.— There  is  a  ftated  ferry  between.  Tiry  and  Coll, 
often  very  dangerous,  owing  to  a  heavy  fwell  from  the  At- 
lantic, to  rapid  currents  and  amazing  breakers,  over  rocks 
add  jfhifting  fands.  There  is  a  ftated  ferry  between  Coll  and 
Mull,  8  or  xa  miles  to  the  landing  places.  It  Is  dangerous, 
on  account  of  rapid  currents  at  Loch-Iothurn  and  the  point 
of  Caileach  in  Mull,  and  difficult  of  accefs  to  the  harbours. 
There  is  no  ftated  ferry  between  Tiry  and  Mull.  The  ftiort- 
eft  diftance  from  land  to  land  is  21  mites ;  but  above  30  be- 
tween the  ufual  landing  places.  The  fare  for  a  ftout  fabat 
and  hands  here,  is  from  iis.to  15  s.  For  travelling  cor- 
refpondence  and  markets,  there  is  great  need  of  a  packet  be- 
tween thefe  ifles'^and  Mull,  efpecially  if  Tobermory,  the 
neareft  poft  office  town,  increafes.    It  is  to  be  hoped,  when 

the 

*  A  few  of  the  common  people  fpeak  Englifli.  They  all 
fpeak  Gaelic,  which  has  a  greater  fimilarity  to  the  moft  ancients 
than  to  the  modern  languages.  And  as  it  has  little  dependence 
upon  other  languages,  it  may  not  be  fo  copious;  bat  it  has  this 
great  advantage,  that  the  loweft  peafant  eafily  comprehends 
the  higheft  ftile. 
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the  Crinan  canal  will  be  finiflicd,  that  there  will  be  ait  in- 
crcale  of  trade  in  all  the  weftern  iflesi  and  that  then,  inftead 
of  diking  a  falary,  fome  may  find  it  their  intcreft  to  apply 
for  leave  to  keep  pack-ts.  The  run  from  Tiry  to  Crinani 
by  the  weft  6de  of  ^1ull,  will  be  ftraight,  and  hardly  ex- 
ceeding 90  miles.  Such  a  packet  would  find  her  buiinefs 
daily  increafe;  from  coals,  marble,  filh,  beef,  potatoes',  &c« 

Church  and  &fj^/f«/.— There  are  three  places  of  worfhip  in 
the  pari(h.  The  ftipends  hitherto  have  not  exceeded  50  L 
together  with  16  K  13  s.  4  d.  in  lieu  of  a  manfe,  glebe,  and 
communion  elements.  There  is  alfo  a  falary  of  3 3 1.  6s.  3d.  gi- 
ven to  an  Affiftant  in  Coll.  The  whole  teinds  of  the  parifli,  by 
decreets  1726,  1729,  and  1733,  are  211  bolls  viflual,  two- 
thirds  bear,  and  one*third  oat  meal,  together  with  294 1.  5  s. 
6d.  Scotch*  The  ipfa  corpora  (tipend,  or  tenth  part,  was  ta- 
ken up  fo  late  as  1752.  There  is  now  a  procefs  of  augmen* 
tation  commenced  At  Sorbie  in  Tiry  was  the  mother  church 
of  the  deanry  ot  the  ifles. 

Advantages  and  Di/advant^ges, -^Thc  only  advantages  we 
can  be  faid  to  bave,  are,  that  the  proprietors  of  thefe  ifles 
have  always  manifcfted  an  inclination  that  their  tenants  fliould 
lire  comfortably ;  that  our  lands,  though  impoveridied,  arc  ve- 
ryimproveable;  and  ihat  the  fiihing,  if  encouraged  and  attend- 
ed to,  may  be  very  confiderable.  The  circumftances  of  not  get- 
ting lalt  without  great  plague  and  danger,  and  the  markets  turn- 
ing out  badly,  when  the  tirft  attempts  were  made,  have  difcoic- 
aged  the  natives  ;  whereas,  in  their  fituation,  they  require  not 
only  the  countenance  of  the  law,  but  even  aid,  at  firft,  to  pur- 
chafe  lines,  harpoons,  &c.  It  is  neceflary  alfo  to  improve 
the  harbours.  For  this  purpofe,  many  veifels  that  frequent 
the  jfland  would  chcariully  pay  a  fmall  anchorage^  even  with- 

VoL,  X.  3  G  out 
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oat  the  trouble  of  an  aft  of  Parliament  Humanity  will  feel 
for  our  difmal  (Icuation  without  a  burgeon.  The  want  of  ^ 
proper  mill  is  a  heavy  grievance,  sind  the  lofs  of  feveral  hun- 
dred pounds  Sterling.  We  are  in  great  need  of  markets,  an4 
eafier  communication  with  towns ^  and  alfo  of  a  village  and 
manufactures  within  ourfelves,  to  occupy  our  fuperfiuous 
hands.  We  need  much  a  change  of  feed,  introducing  of 
green  crops,  inclofing,  draining,  and  fubdividing  fmall  farms. 
How  can  we  improve  our  farms  without  tradefmeo,  carts, 
a  better  breed  of  horfes  to  expedite  our  labour,  and  ba« 
nifliing  fo  many  hundred  weak  horfes,  to*  rear  black  cattle  in 
their  place?  We  fpend  the  beft  feafon  of  the  year>  which 
fliould  be  otherwife  ufefuUy  employed,  in  providing  fuel,  ia 
ruining  the  face  of  our  farms ;  while  there  is  fuch  an  unequal 
duty  upon  coals,  and  yet  we  iiiuft  foon  buy  them  at  what- 
ever price  *.  Our  loyal  and  vigorous  youth  are  ready,  at  a 
call*  to  ferve  their  King  and  country  \  and  if  any  place  ia 
Scotland  can  claim  a  preference,  in  an  exemption  from  the 
coal  duty,  it  is  this  Atlantic  Iflc. 


NUM. 

^  This  wzs  written  before  the  late  repeal  of  the  coal  duty. 
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NUMBER    XXX. 

PARISH  OF  PENNYCUICK, 

(Fr^ytery  of  Dalkeith. — Spiod  of  Lothian  and  Tweed* 
dale. — County  of  Midlothian.  J 

By  the  Reverend  Mr  Thomas  MCourty. 


Name. 

IN  old  writings  the  name  of  the  parifh  is  Pennycook,  now 
commonly  Pc-nnycuik,  faid  to  fignify  in  Gaelic*  Goulds 
(or  Cuckooes)  Hill,  probably  from  the  number  of  thcfe  birds 
that  haunt  the  fiirrounding  woods  in  fpring.  It  was  the  opi- 
nion  of  the  late  worthy  Sir  James  Clerk,  that  a  former  pro- 
prietor, principal  heritor  of  the  parifli,  gave  it  this  name 
after  his  own;  but  that  the  original  one  was  St  Mungo's,  rin 
Norwegian  Dear  Friend,)  the  name  given  to  8t  Kentigern  by 
Servanus,  Bi(hop  of  Orkney,  by  whom  he  was  educated  about 
the  middle  of  the  6th  century  \ 

There 
•  There  is  a  well  in  the  minifter's  garden,  near  the  church, 
called  St  Mungo^s  *weil;  and  in  the  church  yard  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing infcription  upon  a  grave  ftone. 

&U 

Alcxandri  Scratiani 

qui  Schoiae  ad  Monteni  Cuculi 

In  parochia  bancti  Quintigernt 

diligentiilima  Cura  praefuit 

OAogenarius  obitt 

Prid.  Cal.  April. 

Anno  falutis  humanae 

MDCCXXXllI. 

Qui 
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There  are  the  remains  of  two  chapels  in  the  parifh,  Sf 
Mar^s^  at  a  place  caUed  Mwklothian^  at  the  S.  and  5/  Ca« 
ihertn^s  at  the  N  end  of  the  parifli ;  each  of  thefe  has  a  bu- 
rying place*  On  one  fide  of  a  recefs  on  the  S.  of  Pcntland 
Hills  to  the  weltward,  and  at  the  edge  of  an  old  track  lead- 
ing over  to  the  N  fide  of  theie  hills,  on  an  eminence  called 
the  Crofs  Sword^  is  a  itone  of  an  oblong  fquare  figure,  1  fecc 
ID  mches  by  3  feet,  and  about  1  foot  thick»  funk  into  the 
ground,  with  a  hole  cut  in  the  middle  of  it  13  inches  by  lo^ 
and  9  inches  deepr  fuppofed  to  have  becir  the  pedeftal  of  a 
crofs.  On  the  other  or  wc(t  lide  of  the  reccis,  on  a  height 
near  a  mile  diliant,  is  a  ftone  Ibmewhat.  refembling  the  for- 
mer, but  larger,  with  an  oval  bafon  20  inches  by  10,  fcooped 
out  of  the  middle,  and  twa  niches  on  one  fide  apparently  for 
a  perfon's  knees.  It  is  called  by  the  coutitry  people  the  Font 
Stone.  The  name  of  the  hill  on  which  it  is  placed  is  called 
Monk's  Ridge.  It  is  alfo  at  the  fide  of  an-  old  path,  leading 
over  in  the  fame  direction  with  the  former^  called  MonL's 
Road,  The  original  (eat  of  the  old  proprietors  of  St  Mun* 
go's  is  flill  to  be  traced  on  an  eminence  abov&  the  £lk)  and 
about  half  way  betwixt  the  village  and  the  prefent  houTc  of 
Pennycuick.  It  is  now  called  the  Tower,  but  the  old  name 
was  Tcrrcgles  (Terra  Eclefiae^  Terre  (Pkgli/e)  no  doubt  kota 
the  domains  on  which  it  itood,  near  an  equal  diftaace  from 
the  other  2  chapels,  and  about  half  a  mile  weft  from  the  pre-- 

fent 

Qui  ferula  pueros  rertt  fdicirer  olim,- 

Nunc  ferula  fuperans  occupat  fllyfium. 
Navita  Tsrrtarius  tremutr,  Stygiafque  per  undas 

lacubuit  remis:  verberafaeva  tnntns» 
Cerberus  efiugit.    Latrantr  porrigere  offam 

Noluit  ille  ferox  advena,  fed  ferulam. 
Al^  ea  dum  fingunt  alii,  praeceptor  amatel 

f  o(£deas  requiem  quam  Oeus  ipfe  dedit* 
Fraeceptori  fiio  doaiffino  VL  P.  D.  I^  C 
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fent  chnrch.  All  thefe  circuinftances»  together  with  its  prox- 
imity to  Pceblesfliircj  which  was  in  the  dioccfc  of  Glafgow, 
Ihow,  that  this  parifli  was  ongtnaUy  church  land,  and  con* 
£rm  the  opinion  that  it  took  its  name  from  the  Saint  above 
mentioned. 

ExUni.  &»;/»  l^fc. — ^The  pari(h  is  extenfivcr  being  1 1  or  ta 
miles  loDg  and  6  broad^  but  in  many  places  interfered  by 
large  corners  of  other  parifhes.  The  Eik  runs  through  the 
middle  of  ii^rom  W.  to  £.  and  almoft  divides  the  parilh* 
The  Peotland  Hills  Aretch  firoui  £.  to  W.  ui^on  the  north 
fide  of  the  pari(h.  The  highctt  of  thefe  hills  is  1 600  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea  at  Leicb. — The  ibil  is  various,  con- 
fining of  clay^  gravely  fand,  and  mofs,  with  their  combinai- 
tions.  There  is  but  little  wheat  raifcd  in  the  parifh  \  oats,  and 
barley,  peafe,  turnips,  and  potatoes,  fucceed  well,  but  graft 
feeins  to  be  the  moft  profitable  crop  \  the  ethers  ibould  be 
attended  to  only  in  order  to  afGft  its  growth.  Upon  tho  beft 
and  low  grounds  of  the  pariOi,  the  following  rotation  of  crops 
will  anfwer,  viz.  id,  fallow^  turnips  or  potatoes}  ad,  bar- 
ley with  clover  and  rye  grafs ;  3d,  hay^  one  crop  only,  as^  the 
clover  generally  fails  the  fecond  crop ;  4th,  oats.  It  is  found 
that  walhing  the  milk  diihes  v^itti  water  in  which  a  Httle  falt- 
petre  has  been  difiblved,  entirety  removes  the  inconveniencb 
to  the  dairy-  from  turnip  feedings  and  takes  away  the  di^ 
agreeable  talle  it  is  apt  to  prbduce  in  the  n^ilk. — ^The  twa 
horfe  chain  ploughs  with  the  curved  mould  board,  for  im- 
proved, and  the  Scotch  plough,  for  unimproved,  ground,  are 
thofe  commonly  ufed.  The  fbeep  are  much  of  the  fame  forty 
and  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  as  thoie  in  Linton  parifh*. 

FojfulaHon 

•  The  common  wages  of  men  fervants  are  from  5  K  to  7U 
Ur  annum,  with  bed,  board,  and  wafhing ;  womte  fervants  yU 

with 
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Popidation  Table. 


Number  of  rouls  in  1755  Ryo 

Annual  average  of  bap-* 

tifms   for    10    years 

Above  8  years  of  age        93  a 

previous  to  1753 

a? 

Below  8        -        -        aoo 

Ditto  to  1 793 

41 

In  17931  families        •     403 

Annual  average  o£m«r. 

riages  for   10   years 

Above  8  years  of  age      1099 

previous  to  1713 

II 

£dow  8        -         -         622 

Ditto  to  1753 

XI 

Com  mills          .        •         3 

Ditto  to  1793 

'3 

Barley  ditto        -        -        2 

Annual      average      of 

Real  rent,  Sterling       2 1 1 0 1. 

deaths  for   8    years 

Valued  renti 

previous  to  1753 

26 

Scotch        3780I.  3  s.  4d. 

Ditto  to  1793 

A^ 

Heritors         -          -          6 

Ploughs 

44 

Of  whom  refident                 i 

Carts 

74 

Fcuers          -          -           3 

Horfes 

180 

Annual  average  of  bap- 

Black  cattle 

636 

tifms   for    10    years 

Sheep 

8000 

previous  to  17 13             27 

. 

The  chief  caulfe  of  the  iacreafe  is  the  erection  of  a  cotton 

xnill  below  the  village,  the  firft  jet  up  in  Scotland,  and  the 

fpirit  with  which  two  paper  mills  have  been  carried  on  for 

fome  time  paft*    The  cotton  mill,  at  prefent,  employs  about 

500  hands,  though  iometimes  more. 

Church 

with  ditto ;  day  labourers  i  s.  without,  and  8  d.  with  viduals. 
In  harvefty  women  7  d.  and  men  8  d.  or  9  d  with  vi(fluals ;  car- 
penters IS.  6d. ;  mafons  is.  8d.  per  &dy  ;  taylors  8  d.  with 
viduals/^r  day;  flaters  as.  6d.  Beef,  mutton,  lamb,  and  veal, 
from  3  d.  to  5  d  fer  lib.  Dutch  weight.  Hens  i  s.  or  1  s.  2  d.; 
chickens  8 d.  fer  pair ;  eggs  from  3d.  to  6 d.  per  dozen  ;  oat 
meal  from  lod.  to  i  s.  3  4*  /^  peck,  8  lib.  Dutch;  barley  and 
peafc  meal  from  6  d.  to  lod.  per  ditto  ;  potatoes  from  4d.  to 
9i*ffr  peck ;  wool  irom  6  s«  to  9s. /^  ftone. 
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Church  and  Poor. — ^The  church  is  a  neat  handfome  build- 
ing, at  the  eaft  end  of  the  village,  with  a  portico  lupportcd 
by  4  doric  pillars ;  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  6gure  of  a  crofs 
in  ft'^ne,  that  occaiioned  fome  ttneafinefs,  at  the  time  of  its 
ereAion,  to  the  enemies  of  popery.  There  is  on  the  fropt 
of  the  portico  the  word  Bethel,  well  cut  in  Hebrew  charac- 
ters, which  likewife  gave  fome  offence.  It  was  built  in  177T9 
before  the  cotton  mill,  and,  on  that  account,  is  now  too  fmall 
for  the  parifh.  Sir  John  Clerk  of  Pennycuick  is  patron.  Mr 
Thomas  M«Courty,  formerly  minifter  of  Dolphington,  wa$ 
admitted  here,  17th  January  '772.  The  ftipend  is  78  L  3  Sf 
6i  d.  all  paid  in  money,  befides  a  manfe  and  glebe  worth 
about  1  o  1.  or  1 2 1.  per  annum.  There  are  now  2 1  poor  perfons 
upon  the  feffion  roll,  but  often  many  more.  They  are  fup« 
ported  from  the  intereft  of  iome  money  belonging  to  the  fef- 
fion^  by  the  h'u*e  of  a  liearfe,  and  of  a  mortcloth,  and  by 
the  weekly  colledlions  at  the  church  door,  extending  all  at 
a  medium  to  about  28  L  fer  annum ;  but  amounting,  for« 
merly,  to  a  larger  fum,  when  the  family  refided  conftantly 
at  Penny  c  ick  Houfe. 

VUiageSy  Inm^  and  Roads. — There  is  only  oqe  village  in  the 
prifli  i  the  new  part  of  which,  at  a  little  diilance  from  the 
old,  was  built  to  accommodate  the  people  belonging  to  the 
cotton  mill.  There  is  a  neat  fmall  inn  about  the  middle  of 
the  old  town,  which  was  a  good  deal  frequented  by  parties 
of  pleafurCf  from  Edinburgh,  in  fummer,  to  fee  the  Houfe  of 
Pennycuick^  and  its  fine  paintings,  particularly  Offian's  Hall, 
and  the  pleafure  ground  around  the  houfe.  It  muft  be  ob* 
ferved  that  there  are  too  many  dram  (hops,  to  which  the  peo* 
pie  often  refort,  and  are  in  danger  of  defh-oying  themfelves 
by  taking  too  much  of  that  poifonous  liquor,  cheap  whilky» 
by  which  both  their  health  and  morals  are  greatly  injured,  and 

theif 
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tiieir  fapailies  much  ftraitened.  Two  roads  pafs  throagh  tho 
panfli ;  one  to  Linton  or  Biggari  about  2  miles  to  the  N.  of 
the  village  along  the  foot  of  the  Fentland  hills.  Tbe  other 
about  a  mile  to  the  S.  E.  pafles  through  Howgate,  and  di* 
▼ides  into  two  roads»  the  one  leading  to  Peebles*  and  the 
other  to  Noblchoufe*  To  this,  at  Howgate^  a  bje  road  has 
lately  been  made  from  the  village  of  Pennycuick,  which  will 
be  of  great  f.rvice.  A  communication  is  alfo  at  prefent  ^orm* 
ing,  from  the  Linton  road  acrofs  the  hills,  which  will  give 
accefs  to  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  pari(h,  on  the  other  fide  of 
9  r^nge  of  mountams,  over  which  their  has  hitherto  beeq 
90  eafy  paiTage. 

FueU  £5*f.— The  fuel  is  coal  and  peat,  of  both  which  ther^ 
|s  plenty  in  the  parilh,  but  the  coal  is  not  wrought.  Coals 
are  brought  from  Loahhead,  Whitehilli  Hawthorndeen,  and 
fometimes  from  Carlops.  They  coft  at  the  pit  5  d.  6  d  and 
7  d  per  2  cwt.  or  load,  according  to  their  quality.  The 
peats  are  driven  to  Edinburgh  for  fale.  There  are  fome  na- 
tural woods  on  the  fides  of  the  tik.  There  are  feveral  Chalj* 
beate  fprings ;  and  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  £ik»  among  the 
woods  oppofire  to  the  Spittal  hill,  is  a  clear  well  of  a  bitterifli 
tafie,  fuppoied  to  have  both  an  emetic  and  cathartic  quality. 
It  is  reforted  to  by  the  common  people  for  bowel  complaints, 
faintingSfdJforders  iix  the  blood,  cancers,  &c.  and  of  courfe  is 
faid  to  have  performed  many  wonderful  cures.  On  the  flope 
of  a  hill,  on  the  S.  fide  of  the  river,  oppofire  to  the  W.  end 
of  the  Spitt.il  hill,  is  alfo  another  fprlng  of  a  ftrong  petrify- 
ing quality;  where  it  oozes  out  of  the  ground  it  has  a  white 
appearance,  fcen  at  a  confiderable  diftance  on  the  Linton 
road.  A  little  w;»y  below  this,  where  the  river  iffues  from 
f>etween  thefe  two  hills,  a  village  is'begun  to  be  built  by  Mr 

Brown 
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Brown  bf  Newhallj  at  the  extremity  of  tlie  neighbouring  pa- 
riih  of  Linton  *• 

P^nnycuick 

•  Antiquities ^ijc-^lji  former  times  there  appears  from  the  re- 
mains of  towers  and  manfions  icattered  up  and  down,  to  have 
been  many  proprietors  of  confcqucncc  in  this  parilh,  whole  hiftory 
is  now  loft.  On  the  S.  fide  of  the  river,  and  beyond  a  confiderable 
glen  oppofite  to  Pennycuick  Houle,  are  the  remains  of  old  Ravenf- 
nook,  once  the  property  of  Oliver  Sinclair,  brother  to  the  laird  of 
Rodin,  who,  being  appointed  commander  in  chief  by  King  James 
the  V.  was  defeated,  and  taken  prifoncr  at  the  battle  of  Solway 
Mofs,  in  November  1542.     About  a  mile  further  up,  on  the  N. 
fide  of  the  river,  but  high  above  it,  are  the  remains  of  a  large 
irregular  building,  (which  appears  to  have  been  Intended  for  de- 
fence, axid  furrounded  with  a  ditch),  callc'd  Bruntftone  Caftle, 
iaid  to  have  been  inhabited  by  the  predeceifors  of  the  Earls  of 
Dumfries     It  is  certain,  that,  in  the  16th  century,  it  was  in  the 
poffcflion  ot  a  family  of  the  name  of  Crichton  ;  and  according- 
ly, in  one  place,  is  the  date  1568,  with  correfponding  initials, 
hut  on  the  oldell  part  of  the  building  are  ft  ill  to  be  feen  the 
Douglas  arms.     Near  to  this  was  lately  loui.d  an  arrow-nead 
of  flint,  ragled  on  the  edges  and  barbed,  about  z  inches  long 
and  one  broad,  which  is  ik)w  in  the  houle  of  Pennycuick.     N. 
W    from  this  houle,  there  feems  to  h&ve  been  a  town  in  which 
ibme  perfons  of  confequence  relided,  as  likewife  two  others,  viz* 
Braidwood  and  Wclftirown,  in  a  weftem  diredion  from  the  lail, 
bat  of  thefe  no  accounts  have  been  obtained.     At  the  N.  end  of 
the  pari(h,  up  the  water  of  Glencrofb,  is  a  ruin,  remarkable  for 
thick  walls  and  fmall  narrow  windows,  called  Lodging  Htrfe, 
faid  to  have  been  a  hunting  feat  of  one  of  the  James's.     About 
half  a  mile  further  VV.  are  the  remains  of  another  building, 
commonly  called  the  Houlcts  Houfe,  of  which  no  certain  ac- 
count is  to  be  found.    Two  miles  ilill  farther  W.  on  the  N.  fide 
of  the  hills,  is  another  building,  called  Bavelaw,  once  applied 
to  the  fame  ufe  alfo  by  one  of  thefe  kings,  which  is  ftill  entire, 
and  was  lately  inhabited  by  the  former  proprietor  Mr  Scott,  but 
is  now  the  property  of  David  Johnfton  of  Laithnflc.     South 
from  this,  one  of  the  Pentland  hills  ukes  the  name  of  Spittal ; 
on  the  N.  of  which,  and  at  the  fide  of  the  itream,  are  the  vef« 
ti^es  of  the  Old  Spittal  or  Hofpital  Houfe.     As  the  prefent 
houfe   is   removed  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Linton  and 
Monk's   Rigg  Roads,  the  benighted  traveller  is  ftill  conlidered 
as  having  a  right  to  prote^ion,  and  one  of  the  out  houfes,  with 
fome  ftraw,  is  generally  allotted  for  that  purpofc.    The  laft  re* 
Vol.  X.  3  H  fiding 
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Piftnycuick  Houfe, — ^This  edifice  was  built  about  1 761  by 
the  late  very  refpcAable  proprietor  formerly  mentionedy  (Sir 
James  Clerk,  Bart)  It  (lands  upon  a  flat  above  the  Eik, 
and  by  taking  advantage  of  a  turn  in  the  river,  the  back 
front  looks  up  the  gien  formed  by  its  banks,  to  the  ruins  of 
Bruntftone  Caftlc,  and  the  weltern  extremity  of  the  Pent- 
land  Hills.  In  a  flat  immediately  below  the  Houfe»  in  the 
fame  direiition,  is  an  artificial  piece  of  water,  and  the  garden 
With  eztenflve  greeir  and  hothoufes.  Both  fides  of  the  river 
are  diverfified  with  eminences  and  glens,  and  the  afcents  t)e- 
hind  the  garden,  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  arc 
entirely  covered  with  wood.  The  front  of  the  Houie  is  or- 
namented with  a  handfome  portico  fupported  by  eight  co^ 
lumns,  having  a  flight  of  ftcps  on  each  fide  defended  by  ba- 
loflrades.  .The  materials  were  brought  from  the  Mairfieid 
Quarry  near  the  upper  end  of  the  pari'h.  The  roof  is  co- 
vered with  lead,  and  a  row  of  vafes  are  placed  on  the  top. 
In  the  Houfe  are  a  good  number  of  Roman  antiquities  cut 
in  ftone,  part  of  which  were  brought  from  a  Roman  camp  at 
Netherby,  and  fomc  from  Graham's  Dyke— The  front  of 
the  oflices  lies  nearly  diagonally  to,  at  the  diftance  of  280 

feet 

fiding  proprietor  of  Spittal,  of  the  name  of  Ofwald.  was  acci- 
dentally (hot  in  the  back  by  his  fcrvant,  who  was  following  him 
to  Slipper  Field  Loch,  for  the  purpofe  of  killing  wild  ducks. 
When  the  houfe  of  Pcnnycuick  was  building,  Adrian  Waikens, 
the  King's  printer,  and  another  gentleman,  had  gone  up  on  the 
Lord's  day  to  fee  how  far  the  work  was  advanced,  and  on  their 
return,  were  both  ftruck  by  lightning  to  the  ground ;  Adrian 
mortally,  but  the  other  rtcovcred.  On  the  2 ill  of  July  1789, 
a  woman  fitting  by  the  fire  with  a  child  in  her  arms,  at  her 
brcall,  was  ftruck  dead  by  lightning;  the  child,  having  received 
no  injury,  is  ftill  alive.  This  happened  on  the  fame  day  that  the 
thunder  broke  on  the  fchoolhoufe  at  Gladefmuir;  hurt  the  maf. 
tcr,  and  killed  fomc  of  the  children,  and,  according  to  report, 
juft  at  the  fame  time.  There  have  been  two  inftaaces  ot  fui^ 
cidc  within  2  2  years. 
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feet  from,  Ac  Hoofe.  They  form  a  largs  fquarc,  with  a 
ruitjc  portico  and  elegant  fpire,  with  a  clock  in  front ;  and^ 
behind  them^  to  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a  pigeon -houfe,  is  an 
ezaft  reprefentation  of  the  celebrated  Roman  temple  called 
Arthur's  Oven.  To  the  weftward,  and  above  the  level  of 
the  Houfe,  is  another  large  piece  of  water  well  fto'cked  with 
various  kinds  of  fifli.  A  round  tower,  placed  on  a  conic 
eminence  in  front,  is  fcen  at  a  great  diflance.  On  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  river,  facing  the  S.  an  obelilk  is  raifed  at 
the  end  of  an  avenue  on  the  top  of  the  bank,  to  the  memory 
of  Allan  Ramfay  the  famous  Scotch  Poet — The  approach  to« 
ward  the  village  fron  the  tower,  anciently  called  Terrcgics> 
along  the  northern  declivity  to  the  river,  exhibits  one  of  the 
moft  luxuriant  and  ft r iking  fcenes  any  where  to  be  feen. 
About  one  eighth  of  a  mile  above  the  garden,  a  timber  bridge 
formerly  croflcd  the  river,  at  the  S.  end  of  which  is  the  en- 
try into  a  fubterrancan  paflage,  called  Hurly  Cove,  49  yards 
long,  7  feet  high,  and  6  feet  broad;  in  the  middle  of  which^ 
on  the  W.  fide,  is  a  dark  cell  with  feats  cat  round,  capable 
of  containing  6  or  8  people,  the  whole  being  cut  out  of  the 
folid  rock  in  1742.  At  the  S«  end  are  the  remains  of  a 
fmall  fummer-houfe,  where  was  a  little  kitchen  and  dining 
room  ;  and  in  the  front  is  a  pond  ftored  with  perch  and  trout. 
The  large  plantations  of  trees  of  various  kinds,  in  fummer, 
form  a  moft  beautiful  amphitheatre  *. 

♦  New  Hall,  about  three  miles  above  Pennycuick  on  the 
fame  fide  of  the  river,  was,  in  1529,  in  pofTcfrion  of  a  family  of 
the  name  of  Crichtoun.  Jn  1646,  it  belonged  to  Dr  Pennycuick^ 
who  was  alfo  proprietor  of  Romanno,  and  is  noticed  in  his 
works.  In  1702,  it  paiFed  from  him  to  Mr  Oliphant,  by  whom 
it  was  the  foilowine  year  transferred  to  Sir  David  Forbes,  from 
whom  it  went  to  Mr  John  Foibes  brother  to  Duncan  Forbes  of 
Culloden^  an  apartment,  ufu illy  occupied  by  this  gentleman 
when  Lord  Advocate,  being  ilili  knovm  by  the  name  of  ihe  A[d- 

vocatc's 
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CRmaU^  Minerals^  fe'^:.— The  changes  of  weather  arc  often 
fudden  and  Tioient  ^  the  winters  are  feverC)  and  the  air  is 

keen 

Tocate's  Room.  While  inhabited  by  the  Crichtouns  it  was  an 
irregular  caiife,  and  with  its  appendages  covered  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  point  on  which  it  (lands,  formed  by  a  deep  re- 
cefs  on  etrher  fide  running  up  towards  the  hills  from  the  glem 
behind  :  The  ground  floor  in  the  front  of  the  prefent  building 
made  a  part  of  one  of  its  towers ;  it  is  arched  above  with  flits 
for  defence  an  every  lide,  and  its  waU  is  fo  flrong  as  in  one 
place  to  have  a  clofct  cut  out  of  its  thicknefs.  On  the  M.  over- 
hanging  the  eaftern  rccefs.,  through  which  defccnds  a  rivulet^ 
fome  vaults  are  left  underneath  the  remains  of  a  fmall  round 
tower,  and  over  the  Weflern,  which  is  dry,  was  the  chapel  and 
prifon,  which  laft  is  ftill  remembered  to  have  been  ufed  for  re- 
fractory coalliers. — In  the  t^me  of  Dr  Pcnnycuick,  fome  parties 
from  General  Monk's  army  are  reported  to  have  been  detach- 
ed  to  this  neighbourhood,  and  diUtnguiihed  a  flream  that  en« 
ters  the  glen  in  feveral  confiderable  fails  about  a  mile  to  the  £1. 
It  is  known  by  the  name  of  Monkfburn  ;  the  hill  from  which  it 
defcends  by  this  tradition,  was  from  hence  called  Monk's  Riggt 
and  the  glade,  through  which  the  £(k  winds  at  its  mouib, 
Monk's  Haugh.  A  little  below  this,  furrounded  with  riling 
knolls,  and  on  three  of  its  fides  by  the  wooded  banks  oi  the  ri- 
ver fweeping  round  far  beneath,  is  a  clear  and  deep  lake  with- 
out any  vifible  fupply  or  outlet.  At  the  meeting  of  two  glens 
farther  up,  and  to  the  8.  of  Monkfburn,  is  a  fmgalar  rock,  ^e- 
fembling  a  tower,  called  the  Harbour  Craig,  on  which  are 
rudely  carved  a  number  of  names  and  dates  correfponding  to 
the  time  of  the  Commonwealth,  faid  to  have  been  the  work  of 
fome  of  the  Covenanteis  who  took  fhclter  about  it.  The  build- 
ing feems  to  have  remained  unaltered  till  the  time  of  Mr  For- 
bes, when  mofl  of  the  old  caftle  was  pulled  down,  and  the  pre- 
fent double  Houfe  ereifled  in  its  ftead  in  imitation  of  the  Houfe 
of  Cnlloden.  What  makes  thefe  particulars  very  interefling,  is» 
that  at  this  rime  the  place  was  diftinguifhed  by  being  chofen  for 
the  fcenes  of  the  celebrated  paftoral  comedy  of  the  Gentle  Shep- 
herd.    •  While  1  pafTed  my  infancy  at  New  Hall/  fays  Mr  Tyt- 

*  Icr  in  his  edition  of  King  James's  Puems^  ^  near  Pcntland 
«  Hills,  -pj^ere  the  fcents  of  this  paftoral  poem  were  hid^  the  ieat 

*  of  Mr  Forbes,  and  the  refort  of  many  of  the  literati  at  that 
«  time.   I  well  remember  to  have  heard  Ramfay  recite,,  as  his 

*  o\^n  produ^ion,  different  fcenes. of  the  Gentle  Shepherd,  par- 
<  ticularly  the  two  firfl,  before  it  was  printed.     1  believe  my 

<  honourable 
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keen  and  piercing,  with  few  of  thofe  thick  fogs  from  the  £» 
that  are  io  troublefome  and  onwholefome  on  the  coaft.  Of 
latCj  however,  the  winters  have  been  uncommonly  mild,  but 
the  .fummers  have  been  cold,  fhort,  and  unprolific.  There 
is  not  much  raio  through  the  year,  but  when  it  does  fall  k 
is  generally  in  heavy  Chowers.  At  12  noon,  5th  September 
17889  Farenbeit's  thermometer  rofe  to  73^  in  the  (hade^ 
and  80^  in  the  fun  at  New  Hall.  In  the  higher  parts  of  the 
parifh  the  crops  are  precarious^  and  the  grafs  luxuriant^  fa 
that  it  is  chiefly  adapted  for  pafture.  There  are  plenty  of- 
peat  and  coal,  throughout  the  whole  parifli,  for  fuel.  Above 
Monkfburn,  where  there  is  a  particular  kind  of  freeftone  re- 
fembling  petuntfe,  there  is  ^abundance  of  lime,  granite,  irooy 
and  freeftone  intermixed  with  ftrata  of  clay,  clay-marl,  gra^ 

vel, 

<  honourable  friend  Sir  James  Clerk  of  Pennycniek,  where  Ram- 
«  fay  frequently  refided,  and  who,  I  know,  is  pofTeflcd  of  feveral 

*  original  poems  compofed  by  him^  can  give  the  fame  tefHmo- 

*  ny.'  The  hollow,  beyond  a  place  called  Mary's  Bower,  wheve 
the  £{k  forms  a  line  or  fall,  is  named  the  How  Burn;  and,  with 
Its  bathing  pool  and  fcenery,  coincides  exa«5Uy  with  the  defcrip* 
tion  of  Habbie's  How;  in  all  probability  a  cottager  of  that 
name  had  his  hut  there  at  that  time.  The  grounds  beyond  to 
the  wedward  called  Carlops,  a  contraAion  for  Carline's  Loups, 
now'  a  part  of  the  fame  ellate»  were  fuppofed  once  to  have  been 
the  refidence  of  a  Car  line  or  witch,  who  lived  in  a  deli  at  the 
foot  of  the  Carlops  Hill,  where  a  village  is  now  begun,  near  a 
pafs  between  two  conic  rocks :  From  the  oppofit^  points  of  which 
{he  was  often  obferved  at  nights,  by  the  frightened  and  diforder* 

ed  eye  of  fuperitition  and  ignorance,  leaping  and  frifking  acroft  | 

the  entrance.  This  tradition  with  the  dell  or  glen,  to  the  N. 
of  the  fuppofed  witch's  hut,  coincides  with,  and  probably  gave  .  ^ 

rife  to,  another  part  of  the  (lory.     From  thefc  ctrcumftances,  ' 

and  the  manners,  employments,  and  dreii»,  of  the  old  inhabi- 
tants, the  title  of  the  former  proprietor,  the  fhelter  given  to  the 
Covenanters  before  the  Reftoratlon,  the  number  of  glens, 
dreams,  rocks,  and  cafcades,  together  with  the  verdure  and 
beauty  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  the  reader  may  eafily  trace, 
with  few  alterations,  almoll  all  the  incidents  and  paltorai  fee-  * 
nery  of  that  beautiful  poem. 
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Tel,  and  fand ;  and  in  the  Carlops  Hill  ha^e  been  found 
fmall  quantities  of  lead  and  iron  ore.    Some  of  the  liaie*rocks 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  parifli  are  (b  hard  and  entire  as  to 
anfwcr  the  purpofes  of  marble,  of  which,  when  polifhed,  they 
make  verj  beautiful  fpecimens.    There  are  alfo  iome  ftrata 
of  rotten  whinftone,  and  fuch  as  are  fought  after  for  mill- 
ftones.    Chalybeate  fprings  are  frequent,  befides  the  mineral 
and  petrifying  or  encrufting  fprings  already  mentioned.     1  he 
fireams  afford  plenty  of  trout  and  fome  eels,  and  the  lake  is 
full  of  perch  and  pike.     In  the  channel  of  Monkfburn  alone 
are  veins  of  freeftone,  mill-ftone,  coal,  clay,  fand,  four  veins 
of  ironftone,  two  of  limeftone,  gravel,  and  granite.    In  a  bed 
of  clay,  above  the  undcrmoft  lime  rock,  were  found  fcveral 
entire  petrified  (helb,  refembling  the  mytilus  anaiinus  :  and  in 
a  ftratum  of  limeftone  up  the  £fk  at  the  How  Lin,  fome 
pieces  of  petrified  wood  with  imperfe£l  fpeciuteos  of  the  mya 
and  heltK  oV  Linnaeus.     Several  figured  ftones,  fuch  as  thole 
defcribed  in  the  account  of  Blantyre,  have  prefented  them- 
felves  both  in  the  common  freeftone  and  that  like  petuntfe ; 
they  are  fomewhat  cylindrical,  either  with  regular  rows  of 
equidiftant  and  alternate  pits,  or  with  net-work  ralfed  like 
the  coat  of  a  melon :  The  furrounding  cafe  of  ftone  is  the  fame 
in  fubftance,'and  bears  a  fimilar  imprcfiion  reverfed.     When 
taken  out  of  this  mould  many  of  them  refemble  in  colour^ 
Ihape,  and  furface,  a  piece  of  dead  pine  tree  after  the  leaves 
have  dropt.     One  fpccimen  of  freeftone,  about  a  foot  fquare, 
was  lately  difcovered  on  the  banks  of  the  river  with  irregu- 
lar net-work,  interfperfed  with  round,  oblong,  and  pointed 
projections,  all  over  one  of  its  fides,  on  a  general  view,  hav- 
ing the  appearance  of  coarfe  or  blunted  reprefentations,  in  re- 
lief, of  branches  with  leaves  and  fruit  upon  them.    The 
other  fide  is  flat  and  fmooth,  and  it  feems  to  have  made  a 
part  of  a  ftratum  of  freeftone.    It  is  about  an  inch  thick  \  and 

the 
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the  raifcd  work  appears  to  hare  bccii  occafioncd  by  the  im- 
preflions  made  by  fome  fubftances  above  it. 

Mifcellaneous  Ohfervathni, — On  the  N.  fide  of  the  Lintoti 
roady  on  an  eminence  between  it  and  the  hills  about  the  10th 
mile  (lone*  from  Edinburgh,  are  the  remains  of  an  oval  camp 
84  by  67  yards  within^  indofing  a  number  of  tumuli  1 1  yards 
each  in  diameter.  It  has  three  entriesi  one  to  the  W.  and- 
one  on  each  fide  to  the  N.  and  S.  but  none  at  the  end  to  the 
E.  The  N.  entrance  is  6  and  the  other  two  4  yards  each  in 
width.  It  is  encompaiTed  by  two  ditchesi  each  4  yards  wide^ 
with  a  mopnd  of  6  yards  in  breadtlf  between  them  \  atid  the 
name  it  ulually  gets  among  th:;  country  people  is  the  Caftle. 
There  is  a  fimilar  encampment  at  the  fide  of  the  Harkio* 
burn  within  the  woods  of  Pcnhycuick.  They  are  probably 
of  Britifli  origin,  cbnftrufted  cither  for  the  protcftion  of 
cattle  or  for  defence  in  war.  In  Tweeddale-  fuch  entrench- 
ments,  of  which  there  are  feveral  of  various  dimenfions,  arc 
known  by  the  ap^Kliation  of  Rings. 

From  inattention  to  the  unevennefs  of  the  furface,  the 
turnpike  roads  arc  full  of  pulls,^  and  are  extremely  fatiguing 
and  irkfomc  to  travellers ;  the  bye  roads  are  alfo  few,  and  in 
very  bad  repair.  The  great  objeftion  to  the  old  roads^  are,* 
that  they  are  ill  condu«lled,  ill  made,  and  narrow.  To  everjr 
perfon  of  fenie  it  mull:  appear  obvious,  that  till  a  road  is  ren- 
dered eafy  and  accefiible,  it  would  be  abfurd  and  fooliOi  in 
the  extreme  to  walle  and  fquander  the  money  of  the  public 
on  improvements,  which  would  be  comparatively  of  little 
confequence  ;  the  firft  objcA,  therefore,  ought  to  be  to  re- 
move the  pulls^  and  flatten  the  road  as  much  as  pofiible,  fo  as  to 
render  travelling  eafy  and  expeditious,  then  to  make  and 
keep  it  in  repair,  and  laft  of  all  to  make  it  wide  and  hand** 
fome.    When  the  road  is  finilhed  acrofs  the  hills,  one  of  the 

moft 
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moft  delightful  fliort  rides  in  this  countiy  will  be  from  Edin- 
burgh to  Dalkeith^  tqrJnvqrei^,  .qq  ^^  North  Eik  to  the 
head  of  this  parifh,  acrofs  the  Pentland  Hills  by  Bavelaw, 
and  down  the  Water  of  Leith ;  or,  for  an  excarfiop  pf  ^me 
days,  from  Penoycuick  to  Iia'nark  by  'Carnwath,  down  the 
Clyde  by  the  new  tradl  to  Glafgow^  from  thence  to  Stirling 
by  Loch  Lomond,  and  down  by  the  Forth  and  Hopetoa 
Hoofe  back  to  Edinburgh. 

The  people  are  of  various  fizcs^Thcjr  are  like  thofe  of  other 
parifhes,  many  of  them  good,  and  feme  of  them  bad  A 
murmuring  difcciaceote4  fpirit,  and.  difupfi^ioa*  tp^  cojafure 
public  meafuresi  both  in  church  and  ftate,  too  often  appears. 
Formerly,  when  a  perfon  defired  a  adgbbour  to  do  any  little 
£sivo\ar  for  him,  it  was  ufual  to  promife  him  a  pint  of  flf^J|l^ 
now  It  is,  <  I  will  give  a  half  mutchkin,'  meaning  ^bi/kyM, 
potion  deftruAive  to  morals  and  health ;  for  when  they  en^ 
gage  they  often  proceed  to  a  much  greater  length. 

Within  thefe  twenty  years  paft  there  has  been  a  very  great 
aheratioD  both  in  their  drefs  and  food.  The  yotuig  peo- 
ple efpecially  are  very  expenfive  as  to  articles  of '  clothes. 
There  is  now  more  fleih  meat  eat  here  in  one  week  than  was 
formerly  in  fix  months  %  and  tea,  that  very  expenfive  arriclcj 
is  fre(]uently  drunk  even  amongft  the  loweft  of  the  people. 
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PARISH    OF    KIRKCONNEL*. 

(County  and  Synod  of  Dumfries.-^PrsJbyiery  of  Pen- 

font.) 


By  the  Rnmend  Mr  Johm  Rob«rt«on,  Minifiir. 

Origin  of  the  Name. 

THIS  pariOi  is  naturally  Tuppofed  to  derive  its  name  from 
the  firft  kirk  t  creAed  in  it,  as  either  bulk  by  Ronald 
Coattclj  commonly  csdled  St  -Conndf  or  oanicd  in  honour  of 

him, 

^  This  Account  had  the  following  Introdadlion  prefixed  to 
hj  and  Mr  Robertfon  having  infilled  either  to  have  his  Ac- 
count returned,  or  the  following  obfervations  printed  vith  it; 
as  the  one  could  not  be  complied  with,  it  was  neccflary  to  obey 
iris  injupdions  in  regard  to  the  other. 

INTRODUCTION. 

'Pidchrum  eft  benefacere.reipiAlkae  ;  etiam  henedicere^  baud  ahfurdum 
^•*— Sallvst. 

To  combine  with  the  pleafure  of  novelty  and  vartety,  the  fo- 
lid  fatisfadlion  of  authentic  information  and  public  utility ;  to 

contrive 

t  In  the  Teutonic,  it  is  kirches  in  Dutch,  keriei  and  in  Sax- 
on, kirke;  all  evidently  from  the  Greek,  rk.i^tu  o7»««,  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord.  So  that  the  word,  i/Vi,  is  in  reality  much  more 
legitimate  and  obvious  in  its  meaning  than  churchy  which  is  no- 
thioff  elfe  but  an  unnatural  and  barbarous  corruption  of  the  ori* 
ginaT  word  iirh 
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bim^  w'hofc  tomb^ftone  is  faid  to  be  lying  fomewhcre  on  tli# 
top  of  Glenwhurry«tuU»  a  foot  or  more  beneath  the  fiirface, 

and 

contrive  tl)€  bed,  but  hitherto  onfuggeded,  at  letUl  tiiifattempted, 
xnechod  of  acquiring  a  full  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  in- 
ternal Aate  of  this  country  ;  ai^d  thereby  to  wake  the  dormant 
principles,  and  direct  the  benign  operations  of  philanthropy  and 
genuine  patriotifm,  is  a  circumftance  that  does  infinite  credit  to 
the  clura^er  of  that  author,  who  fir(l  let  on  foot,  and  has 
taken  on  hiinfelf,  the  trouble  of  publifhing  thefe  Statiftical  la- 
vedigations  r— Coofonant  to  this  fingolar  felicity  of  contrivance, 
and  excellence  of  defign,  are  the  ardour,  and  afCduity,  exerted 
in  conducing  the  execution,  sind  haftentng  ^n  the  completion 
of  the  plan  propofed. 

As  congenial  to  minds  of  this  amiable  and  beneficent  difpofi- 
tion,  the  Clergy  of  Sdoiland  muft  enjoy  a  proportionate  degree 
of  pleafure,  the  more  they  have  it  in  their  power,  to  aiiift  ia 
carrying  on  fo  arduous  and  laudable  an  undertaking.  Upon  the 
fame  principle,  where  materials  of  inftru^i-ve  and  entertaining 
information  are  wanting,  or  few,  or  of  fmall  importance  i  by  the 
rule  of  contraries,  we  cannot  but  feel  a  fimilar  proportion  of 
painful  mortification  To  this  may  be  added,  that,  to  an  eiTtyift, 
in  hi  (lory  or  topography,  the  influence  of  this  kind  ol  penury  i$ 
equally  inaufpicious  and  depreffing,  as  that  of  the  pecuniary  ibrt 
in  common  life  ;  of  which,  to  this  purpofe,  Plautus,  I  thinly 
fomewhere  fays : 

In  extrcma  inopta  conjiituth^  haud  fixcik  (ft  cmergere: 

Which  fentence  the  SatyHd  has  turned  into  the  following  hexac 
meter: 

Haud,  facile  tmergunt^  quorum  v'trtuUhm  ohftat 
Res  a f^ufia  domi.^-^Jvv EH AL. 

Where  poverty  fpreads  out  her  night, 
How  hard  's  th'  attempt  to  rife  to  light! 
How  can  the  mind  exert  her  pow'rs, 
Where  want  in  chilling  horrors  lours  ! 

Nor  yet  is  either  abundance,  or  equality^  to  be  always  expedled, 
in  the  one  cafe  more  than  in  the  other-  No ;  far  from  it.  By 
the  uniform  and  univcrfal  dcftination  and  arrangement  of  Pro- 
vidence, there  is  a  wide  and  evident  difference  of  powers  and 

ady^tttages. 
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ihd  3  of  4  thilcs  from  the  high  road.-i-From  the  name  of 
thfs  pari(hy  the  lirname  Kirkcdhnei  unqueOfonably  originates ; 
which  fuggefts  another  very  profoabfe  coilcIiliidn»  that  tho 
chief  tDf  thst  family  was.  In  old  times,  proprietor  ^f  the  whole 
or  greateft  part  of  this  pari(h.     This  fuppofition  is  not  K' 

Httle 

advantages*  both  inental  and  corporeal,  among  mankind.  From 
this  natural  and  neceflary  ditference  arifes,  and  xnufl  arlfe,  a 
correfpondent  divcrfity  of  property,  rank,  and  power,  in  focietjr. 
The  (ame  thing  will  refult  even  from  the  general  inequality  of 
rituation»  foil^  and  climate.  Nor  can  any  one  need  to  be  told, 
how  much  boih  the  natural  and  political  ftate  of  one  country, 
and  of  one  part  of  the  fame  country,  will  vary  from  that  of  an- 
oiher,  nay  even  from  itfclf,  at  different  periods  of  time,  and  in 
the  common  courfe  of  human  a£Fairs.-^Hencef  too,  as  to  fub- 
jeds  of  detail  and  defcription*  as  well  as  articles  of  produce, 
there  wiU  ahrtys  he  found  an  equally  remarkable  diverfity  ;  to 
whicbt  in  fapth  cafes,  the  poet's  obfervation  may  well  enough  be 
fuppofed  very  aptly  to  allude,  in  this  line : 

Nu  ver$  Ufftae  firre  §mnes  onmia  pqffknt,  ^— Virg. 

Not  ev'ry  foil  can  ev*ry  produce  yield, 
Nor  is  each  fpot  we  tread,  a  claiSc  field« 

Far  lefs  is  it  to  be  thought,  that  the  remote,  wild,  mountainous 
p»rts  of  a  northern  country,  fuch  as  Scotland,  can  furnifh  much 
CO  employ  the  pencil  of  the  artid,  or  enrich  the  page  of  hiftory. 
Such  is  the  unl'avourable  fit  nation  of  the  prcfent  writer.     The 
field,  within  his  province,  lies   much  retired  from  public  life; 
was  formerly  alrooft  inaoceliible,  and  very  little  meliorated  by 
culture  and  improvement ;  and  contains  few  fcenes  or  objetfls, 
few  monuments  of  fafls  or  events,  any  way  (Iriking  or  intered- 
ing,  either  for  landfcaps  painting,   or  entertaining  narrative  —- 
Thus  circum danced,  he  cannot  but  feel  and  regret  the  difad van- 
tage of  fuch  a  (ituation.     Yet,  loth  to  decline  the  tafk  which 
falls  to  his  fhare,  he  readily  recurs  to  the  old  approved  maxim> 
in  the  words  of  ttie  poet : 

,   j     tfi  dijini  vires ^  tamen  eft  laudanda  voIufJtcfj»^-^--m^Ov it)» 

^  ' '  With  each  defisa;  iie  w//  acceptance  claims  $     .     . 
''<'    Which  eandoar  giveif  when  peevi(b  humour  blames. 
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Uttle  cMififfbed  by  the  coafideratioo,  that  tfaoe  are  hnds/w 
di&reat  p«rUha  «f  this  fhlre  and  its  .viciiuty,  naaied  Kirk^ 
C9Urtilf  doubclds  froift  theiame-kinilj.  Of  the  lands  that 
named,  the-«Mft  cotUIderablcis,  the  eftaite  of  Kirkconttet,  lu 
the  pariih  of  Tro<jiieer,  and  ftewartryof  Galloway.  The 
proprietor  of  this  eftate  was  formerly  Kirkconnel  of  that  Ilk ; 
but  afterwards  Maxwell  of  Kirkconnel)  to  confequence  of  a 
marriagei  between  the  heirefs  and  a  gentleman  who- wis  a 
branch  of  the  Nithfdale  £aMnily  K  t- 

Form,  Extent^  &4rfMe,  Hills,  b'^^-The  form  of  the  parifh 
is  pretty  regular :  Its  breadth,  along  the  great  road  from 
weft  to  eaft,  is  between  7  and  8  miTes;  and  its  length,  from 
north  to  fouth»  between  10  and  14  miles.  Almoft  parallel 
with  the  high  road,  and  3  or  4  miles  firom  it,  on  the  north 
fide,  there  is  a  continued  range  of  hills  irregularly  formed, 
and  of  conliderable  height,  which  run  the  whole  length  of 
the  parifh,  from  eaft  to  weft;  where  they  are  connefked  with 
Corfencone^  in  the  parifti  of  New  Cumnock,  a  higher  hill 
^than  any  0%  them,  which  terminates  the  range  o»  that  fide. 
Thefe  hills  are  moftly  green  ;  and  on  the  north  fide  extend 
into  high,  cold,  fwampy  ground,  or  a  continuation  of  irregu- 
lar hills,  covered  with  grafs  and  heath,  and  inlei4perfed  with 
narrow  Talleys,  deep  glens,  and  winding  rivulets.  From  the 
bafe  of  the  above  range,  on  the  fouth  fide,  there  is  an  exteo* 
five  and  pretty  gradual  decLvlty,  in  fome  places  intemipfeed 
with  large  flats  and  deep  hollows,  and  ftretching  down  to 

the 

*  The  writer  of  this  article  has  only  to  add,  that  the  fmaU 
trouble  of  ths  mve(ligat«on  is  fufficiently  repaid,  by  the  plea- 
fore  of  Jifcovering,  on  fucb  eafy  and  evident  principles,  an  an- 
cient relation  between  a  favourite  parifli  and  a  very  refpeAable 
family  $  efpecially  the  prefent  reprefentative  of  it,  whofc  amiable 
charader  and  acQomplifhments  would  refledi  honour  upon  any 
parifh,  or  any  country. 
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the  river  Nith,  a  little  bebir  the  high  waj^  On  the  other 
fide  of  this  river,  the  ground  rifes  to  a  ftili  greater  height,  and 
a  much  wider  extent,  towards  another  range  of  lar  mate 
diftant  hilb,  .the  tops  of  which  form  the  ternuaatian  of  this 
profpeft  on  the  fouth. 

CJsmate,  &//,  Cultivation,  Cattle^  and  Produce.^Vrom  the 
elevated  fituation  of  the  pariih,  and  the  number  and  height 
of  its  hlllsi  the  air  is  naturally  moift  and  cold  i  fometlmes 
frofty  early  in  harveft,  and  late  in  the  fpring  ^  yet  generally 
pure>  owing  to  the  declivity  of  the  ground,  the  rapidity  of 
the  rivers  and  brooks,  and  the  frequency  of  fre(h  breezes 
and  high  winds.  As  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  the  foil 
here  is  much  diverfified  i  confifting  of  light  gravelly  moiild, 
loam,  clay,  mofs,  and  a  mixture  of  mofs  and  clay ;  and  in 
general  it  is  cold,  marlhy,  and  deep.  There  are  above  600 
acres  in  tillage.  Light  land  is  tilled  with  the  Engli(h  plough 
drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  deep  land  with  the  Scottifli  plepgh 
drawn  by  four  horfes.  The  mqfly  land  requires  to  be  very 
early  {toughed.  Seed  time  begins  about  the  end  of  March^ 
and  harveft  work  in  the  end  of  Aoguft*  Except  two  or  three 
farms  from  40  h  down  to  30 1  of  rent,  and  the  like  number 
of  ftill  fmailer  vahie,  there  are  none  entirely  corn  farms  in 
the  parllh ;  the  reft  being  ftocked  with  (heep,  and  all  of 
them  with  a  proportion  of  black  cattle.  The  number  of 
the  former  will  be  about  13000;  and  of  the  latter  above 
700,  old  and  young.  The  beft  fort  of  flieep  weigh  from  50 
to  60  lib.  and  the  fmailer  kind  from  38  to  45  lib*  or  more. 
The  rate  of  laying,  or  fmearing  them,  is,  6  lib.  of  butter  with 
3  Scotch  pints  of  tar  for  each  fcore,  which  yield  annually 
between  50  and  60  lib.  of  wool.  The  beft  kind  of  wool  is 
fold  for  Ss.fer  ftooe,  and  the  inferior  fort  for  5  s.  or  upwards, 
to  6  s.  6  d.    The  grain  and  roots^  chiefly  cultivated  here,  are 
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03t«)  beaff  and  potatoes^  with  a  fmall  qutmity  of  pea(e»  xft* 
gnfsf  clover,  and  flax.  Seldom,  howeTet,  do  the  cropS| 
tiioagh  apparently  ftrong  and  heavy,  come  to  pcrfcftionj 
owing  to  the  high  winds,  frofts,  and  mildews,  to  which  this 
parifih  is  very  much  fubjeA.  The  unconfiiied  wandering  of 
flvcep,  and  other  cattle,  in  the  winter  time,  is  a  ftrong  check 
to  the  fowing  of  much  rye-grafs  and  clover.  Nor  is  the 
Cttkivation  of  lint  lefs  dlfcouragcd,  by  the  carelefs  or  difho* 
neft  management  of  it  at  the  lint-milt  $  the  quantity  i-eturncd 
ufually  bearing  fo  fmall  a  proponion  to  what  has  been  fent 
thither,  as  to  exceed  all  belief,  and  in  fome  indances  to  be 
perfedtty  fliameful,  and  to  cixrry  the  appearance  of  jeft,  banter, 
orinfult,  as  well  as  of  fraud  and  plunder.  This,  hdwevcrj  by 
no  means  alludes  to  the  lint-mill  at  ^ftfr/^//. 

Imfiftfvetftenfs  and  Di/advantagej. — Within  thfife  ao  years^ 
agriculture  has  been  carried  on  here  to  a  miich  greater  cxtetit 
than  formerly,  by  means  of  lime  brought, from  a  quarry/ o^- 
longing  to  the  Earl  of  Dutrrfries,  about  5  miles  from  the  <cct»^. 
tcr  of  this  parifli.     At  prcfent,  however,  it  feems  io  be  tiittffc 
qn  the  decline.    For  moft  Of  the  land  capable  of  improve- 
ment has  been  limed,  and  will  not  fo  well  admit  of  arepeitod 
operation  in  that  way,  except  where  the  foil  is  dry,  and  af- 
ter a  crop  of  turnips  or  potatoes.     The  ftruggle,  too,  with 
an  unfriendly  climate  ftill  fubfiftsj  though  no  doubt  it  ttnjht 
be  greatly  diminifhed  by  means  of  ditchesj  qukk-fet  bjcd^es^^ 
and  broad  belts  of  planted  wood,  at  convenient  diftances,  and 
in  a  proper  direftion ;  as  it  is  ufually  obfervcd  that,  under 
this  kind  of  flicker,  even  the  froft  makes  no  impreifion,jWhcp^  , 
in  expofed  flcuations,  juicy  plants  are  quite  blafted  all  aroii^. 
Tet,  cffeftual  and  valuable  as  this  fpecies  of  imprt)i^jncnt' ' 
would  certainly  be  found,  it  is  more  than  cap.  be  e^pe<^e4 
from  tenants,  whofe  leafes  extend  no  farther  thati  i]p  years  ;c 
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without  an  adequate  allowance  for  the  labour^  and  expence, 
jvith  which  it  would  be  attended.  But  the  greateft  difcour* 
9gemcnt  of  all  is,  the  exorbitant  advance  upon  the  price  of 
labour,  pnrticulr.rly  fervants  wage?,  which  in  general  arc  now 
tripledp  bt yond  what  they  were  within  the  above  fJcriod  x 
Efpecially,  a5  this  is  conneAcd  with  a  nearly  fimilar  ri£i  in 
the  price  of  horfes,  hufbandry  utcnfils,  artificers  work,  and 
wearing  apparel ;  to  fay  nothing  of  inipofts  for  revenue  and 
roads,  the  rife  of  rents,  and  the  expenliire  difference  in  the 
pcfent  flilc  of  living  ♦. 

Mineralsm 

*  M\  ibU  nud  l^ar  very  hard  npoo  the  corn-farrner,  jaad  at 
JhA  quUe  overpower  all  his  efforts  in  the  unequal  condt^;  con- 
iideiing  too  ihat  the  price  of  grain  is  at  this  day  much  the 
fame  that  it  was  ao  or  30  y^rs  ago.  Thus  circu0iiUn4:e4>  how 
can  he  but  (ink  down  under  the  incamhenc  weight  of  fuch  a 
combination  of  difcouragement  from  every  quarter?  And  if  he 
fall,  l)OW  can  the  iaadedi>ropiietor  fland,  or  the  ncceflliQw  poor 
live?  Fort  fuppoGag  matters  to  go  on  in  diis  train,  the  con.^ 
fequenco  is  obvious  <  Agriculture  n^ud  fiiU  into  decay,  how  Car 
no  one  can  tell;  the  couatry  will  turn  wild  and  barren,  will  be 
defotated  and  depopulated;  grain  becom/e  fcarce,  and  rile  in 
picice  beyond  the  reach  of  thofe  who  ^anoot  work,  or  a3;e  aoc 
employed  ;  and  the  kiagdom  at  large  be  reduced  to  want  and 
diftrefs.  What  elfe  is  to  be  expeiSled,  when  the  very  money, 
paid  by  the  farmer  and  others,  for  liatate  labour  and  at  tolKbars, 
is  employed  agaisll  him  to  augment  his  hardlhips,  by  being 
lavifbly  held  out  in  tempting  offers  to  his  fervants  and  labour* 
ers,  to  entice  them  from  his  worki  and  induce  them  to  go  to 
the  making  and  repairing  of  the  great  roads  ;  efpecially,  when 
the  mineries,  founderies,  and  the  like  great  works,  above  all  the 
cotton  manufadures,  all  around,  particularly  in  the  well,  have 
fwept  the  country  quite  bare  of  hands,  and  fttin-  as  if  they 
could  dill  keep  it  in  the  fame  iicuation  ?  For  not  only  fervants 
and  Jabourers,  but  likewife  meclianics,  of  all  {brts,  ate  now  re<- 
Unquiihing  their  refpedUve  occupations,  and  betaking  themfclves 
to  different  departments  in  the  cotton  mauufa&ure,  or  are  em. 
ployed  in  hawking,  or  otherwise  extending,  the  iale  of  its  vari« 
ous  articles  all  over  the  country.  This  general  defertlon  of 
other  employments,  in  favour  of  a  particular  branch  of  bufineG, 
ifi  fo  remarkable^  and  fo  ve^y  fingular,  that  it  may  well  be  quet 
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Mmirak^-^tt  is  faid»  that  there  ve  fymptoms  af  lead  ia 
Glenwhurry  Cleugh^  Bankheadphill,  and  the  other  hills  to. 

ward» 

iioiied»  whether  in  any  age  or  nation  there  has  erer  before  ocr 
corred  any  thing  like  it.  It  is  tme,  indeed*  erery  kind  of  maou- 
fiiAinrc  is  in  fo  w  Taluable,  zb  it  contributes  to  the  extenfion  of 
commerce,  prodnces  the  conveniencies  of  IiTe|fami(hes  employ* 
snent  to  the  labouring  poor,  and  bids  fair  to  be  permanent ; 
hnt  it  is  rather  unfortunate,  when  one  fort  happens  to  interfere 
with  the  intereft  of  another ;  (till  more,  when  it  detaches  the 
pnblic  attention  from  others  of  equal  or  greater  importance  to 
the  commnnttyy  or  proves  a  wafting  drain  to  that  proportion 
of  manual  labour,  which  is  neceflary  to  the  very  exiftence  of 
thofe  of  a  more  interefting  nature ;  fuch  as,  in  the  prefent  cafe* 
sigricalture»  and  the  woollen  manufaAore.  of  all  others  the  moft 
important  to  this  country  The  fuperior  importance  of  agri- 
culture is  obvious  at  firft  view.  It  produces  a  very  great  addi- 
tion to  the  beauty  and  value  of  the  country ;  rears  a  healthy 
race  of  men  for  its  defence  $  fecures  plenty  of  provifions  for  iu 
izihahitants ;  and  prevents  all  that  anxiety,  diftrefs,  and  cala* 
mity,  that  ufnally  attend  too  much  dependence  on  a  foreign  roar- 
fat.  This  laft  mentioned  circumftance  claims  the  moft  ferious 
oonfideration*  as  nothing  can  be  more  vaih  than  to  amuie  us 
with  falfe  coaafort,  by  turning  our  attention  to  other  countries 
for  relief,  in  cafe  of  need^  fuch  as  the  prefent  ftate  of  agrieul. 
ture  in  Scotland  feems  too  ftrongly  to  prefage ;  becaufe  nothing 
can  be  more  precarious,  delufive,  and  dangerous  to  any  peo- 
ple, efpecially  in  an  infular  fituation,  than  fuch  dependence. 

Next  to  agricttkure,  the  msooiien  mamfA&mre  *^^y  demanA  a 
placCy  in  the  fcale  of  national  importance  Without  wading  in* 
to  the  depths  of  commercial  and  political  difcuffion  on  the Tuh- 
jeA,  or  even  noticing  that  partiality  in  favour  of  any  ftaple  com* 
xnodity  of  our  own  country,  which  is  fo  natural  and  allowable 
in  itfelf,  and  due  from  every  Briton  ;  it  is  enough  to  obferve, 
diat  wool,  the  produce  of  the  very  fpot  where  we  live,  is  not 
liable  to  any  of  thofe  difaftrous  or  adverfe  accidents,  which  are 
fo  much  conneAed  with  the  importation  of  foreign  materials, 
cfpeciaHy,  at  a  great  diftance ;  and  which  may  plunge  the  prin- 
cipal adventurer  in  difappointment  and  diftrefs,  and  leave  the 
operative  manufaAurer  entirely  idle*  at  a  time  too,  when  his 
^eed  may  be  greateft,  and  he  utterly  unable  to  turn  himfeMF  t^ 
any  other  employment.  Nor  is  wool  lefi  beneficial  to  the  weav- 
er, than  fafe  and  encouraging  to  the  manufa^urer.  Founded 
in  natarei  the  celebrated  old  chemift's  opiaioii  will  always  be 
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teards  Crawick ;  and  limeftone  in  Fingland,  and  one  conti- 
nued mafs  of  lime  rock  in  the  Glenmucleugh  Hills,  and  In 

Glenwhurry 

confirmed  bj  experience^  efpecially  in  northern  climates,  that 
Avool,  an  animal  produ<5lion»  is  ranch  more  cong^ni^l  and  ibit* 
able  to  the  humaaframe,  than  any  vegetable  material  whatever^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  cloathing.  For,  in  fad,  it  is  much  warmer 
aiul  more  fubflantial*  than  any  of  the  ufual  exotic  articles  of  appa- 
rel ;  and  therefore  much  better  adapted  to  promote  perfpiration, 
and  prevent  thofe  fudden  obflruiflions  of  it,  from  which  proceed 
mod  of  the  maladies  with  which  mankind  are  fo  much  afHided. 
In  ihort,  woollen  cloth  is  the  only  proper  wear  for  this  cold  cli- 
mate ;  efpecially,  to  thofe  who  are  employed  in  the  labours 
of  the  field,  or  are  any  way  expofed  to  the  viciQitudes  of  the 
;weather ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  always  at  hand,  more  eafily 
purchafed,  and  in  many  refpe<5ls  far  le(s  expenfive,  than  thofe 
manifold  variegated  (hreds  of  foppiHi  finery  that  ape  juft  noii|r» 
every  where,  fo  mpch  in  vogue. 

Hence  it  would  fecm  not  unnatural  to  fuppofe,  th^ClO.the 
modern  pafiion  for  this  light  fiimfy,  airy  dreis,  fo  prevalent 
among  all  ranks,  ib  unfuitable  to  the  conllitutions  of  all,  and 
to  the  occupations  and  the  funds  of  mofi,  particularly  of  the 
poorer  fort,  may  be  s^fcribed  no  fmall  fliare  of  the  equally  coin. 
xnon  prevalence  of  colds,  fevers,  rheumatifros,  aAhmas,  confump< 
,tions,  and  perhaps  too  much  of  what  is  the  worft  difeaie  of  aU» 
the  amor  feeler  at  us  bahendU  This,  too,  is  not  a  little  Simulated  by 
the  ufual  attendant  of  gaudy  attire,  a  violent  predilection  far 
expenfive  amufements^  and  the  various  haunts  of  levity,  di(£pa- 
tion,  and  prodigality.  To  the  rich  themfelves,  habits  of  this 
fort  are  fufficieutly  pernicious ;  but  to  the  inferior  ranks  of  life 
they  are  big  with  mifchief  and  ruin.  For  thefe  iiabits  enfeeble 
ibeir  powers,  engrofs  their  attention^  unfit  them  for  the  duties 
of  their  fiation,  impair  or  extinguifli  the  influence  of  tjioie  prinor 
pies  and  qualities,  ihat  are  neceifary  to  conciliate  favQur,.efieeni» 
and  confidence,  in  any  department  of  bufinefs,  and  defijoy  the 
means  of  fupplyiog,  not  merely  the  fantailical  wants  of  their  owa 
creating,  but  even  thofe  that  are  much  more  natural,  unavoid- 
able,  and  interefiing.  : 

To  apply  thefe  reiparks  to  the  fubjei^,  from  which  we  have  a 
little  digrefied,  in  proportion  as  a  tafte  for  finery  and^profflfion 
predominates,  amoi^g  thofe  employed  in  fei  vice  or  rural  labour, 
it  mud  operate  ipore  than  they  may  be  ^warc,  both  to  their 
pwn  detriia^ty  and  that  of  fociety  \  particularly,  jis  it  tends  to 
>    .Vol.  X/  ^      3K  render 
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Glenwhurry  Hill,  iato  the  Qcugb,  and  round  towards  Fen« 
brcck ;  whence  it  would  fceai|  that  the  fpar  found  in  this 

Cleugh 

render  them  lefs  attentive,  obligltip;,  and  ufcfal }  to  deter  them 
from  marriage^  by  wailing  thofe  funds,  that  might  be  a  confid* 
crable  aid  in  maintaining  a  family,  when  they  ihould  be  married  i 
to  deprive  them  of  an  independent  rcfoiircc,  in  cafe  of  any  un- 
fortunate accident,  or  in  the  time  of  fickncfs,  or  under  the  frail- 
tics  of  old  age  ;  and  to  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  exert  and 
gratify  fomc  of  the  bed  principle?,  and  feeMpgs  of  the  haman 
heart,  by  contributing  to  the  relief  and  fuppoit  of  their  aged 
parents,  in  fmiilar  circtiroftances  of  bodily  infirmity,  difeafe,  and 
diftrefs  ;  in  fhort,  as  it  tends  to  annihilate  all  the  advantages 
ycfuhing  from  the  raifed  price  of  their  fervicc  and  labour.  That 
this  is  too  often  realifed,  needs  rather  to  be  regretted  than  prov- 
ed ;  cfpecially,  in  the  cai'e  of  females  of  the  above  denomination  s 
sn  fo  much,  that  the  cotton  and  filk  manufadurers,  and  the  ven- 
ders  of  their  goods,  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be  the  only  gain* 
crs,  by  the  prcfent  high  advance  of  wages.  No  matter,  the  lU 
lufion  goes  on  ;  the  woollen  manufadure  is  almoft  annihilated  i 
the  farmer  fufFcrs,  agriculture  declines  apace,  fomc  have  reduced 
their  tillage  to  one  half,  others  to  a  third  of  its  former  extent, 
and  others  have  given  it  up  altogether.  Should  this  courfe 
-ptcwM,  the  probable  confsquences,  as  has  been  noticed,  behove 
to  be  fatal  to  the  country,  which  may  God  prevent.  But 
in  ordinary  cafes  miracles  are  not  to  be  expe<^ed.  Means  mud 
he  ufed.  Thefe  need  hardly  be  fpeclded.  They  will  readily 
occur  to  thofe  whofe  province  it  is  to  dcvife,  and  who  have  it 
in  their  power  to  adminifter  the  relief  that  is  fo  much  wanted. 
Only»  in  general,  it  would  certainly  be  of  no  fmall  fervice  to 
the  country,  were  the  hint,  given  about  50  years  ago  by  the 
amiable  and  elegant  Shenstons,  properly  improved.  Strongly 
impreifed  with  what  he  then  beheld,  and  prefagd^ul,  as  it  would 
fttm^  of  fttit  worfe  to  come,  by  the  above  abford  and  ruinous 
ly (lem  \  his  gentle  but  nobly  zealous  Mafe  could  not  refrain  from 
Tenting  her  plaintive  patriotic  ibrrow,  in  thefe  and  the  like  pa- 
thetie  ilrains,  which  may  now  too  well  be  refumed  with  redoub- 
l.ed  energy : 

Will  no  bright  maid,  by  worth,  by  titles  known^ 
Give  the  rich  growth  of  Britf/h  hills  to  fiime  ? 

And  let  her  charms  and  her  example  own, 
That  Tirtoe's  drefii  and  heasty's  we  the  fiinit  i 
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Qcugh  has  come  from  the  fide  oppofitc  to  the  lime  jock. 
But  none  of  thcfe  mines  or  rocks  have  ever  been  wrought, 

or 


Will  no  fam'd  chief  fupport  this  generous  maid  ? 

Once  more  the  patriot's  arduous  path  rcfume  ? 
Andt  comely  from  his  native  plains  array'd^ 

Speak  future  glory  to  the  Bkitish  Loom  \ 

Tb  what  is  here  fuggefttfd,  with  every  advantage  of  poetical 
beauty  and  patriotic  ardour^  may  be  added*  that  c.stx'^  other  aid 
Ihould  be  eiven  towards  the  revival  of  the  woollen  manufac- 
ture in  Scotland.  With  refpeft  to  farmers,  every  tax  or  public 
impoft,  that  bears  hard  upon  them,  or  the  labouring  poor,  fliouki 
be  removed  or  mitigated.  Some  method  too,  that  may  be  judg- 
ed confident  with  equity  and  humanity,  (hoold  be  adopted,  to 
fupply  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  hands,  a  much  more  formidable 
evil  than  all  the  exorbitance  of  price  for  rural  labour.  In- 
formed of  our  (ituation,  tranfmarine  Grangers,  many  of  them 
fufBciently  exceptionable,  have  flocked  hither,  profeffedly  in 
queft  of  employment,  but  very  little  to  the  advantage  of  the 
country.  Much  better,  furely,  would  it  have  been,  to  have 
employed  the  military  in  making  the  great  roads,  which  has 
often  been  done  formerly ;  wid  to  have  allowed  them  proper 
wages  for  their  work :  Or,  to  have  got  a  competent  number  of 
our  own  fober,  temperate,  hardy,  countrymen  from  the  North ; 
by  which  means  the  fpirit  of  emigration,  in  that  quarter^  would 
have  been  much  abated  ;  the  bufmefs  of  great  works,  iind  eve- 
ry kind  of  manofadure  carried  on,  without  any  detrimental  in- 
terference with  each  other;  and  much  of  the  inconvenience,  at- 
tending the  unreftrained  influx,  and  the  indifcriminate  admif- 
fion  of  unknown  charaders,  prevented. 

That  a  roeafure,  fo  obvious  and  eafy  in  itfelf,  and  fo  diredUy 
tending  to  public  utility,  fliould  have  been  fb  long  and  fo  much 
overlooked,  is  truly  furpnflag,  and  perfeAly  unaccountable  ;--*I 
had  almoft  faid,  inexcufabie.  At  lafl,  indeed,  there  occurred  an 
incident,  that  ferved  to  excite  the  tender  and  generous  fenfibili- 
ttes  of  human  nature,  into  a  powerful  co-operation  with  the 
maxims  of  propriety,  expediency,  and  found  policy,  in  favour 
of  that  part  of  the  fjdbxmt  juft  now  fuggefled,  which  relays  to 
our  fellow  citmns,  the  Highlanders.  It  was  when  a  confider- 
able  body  of  that  very  viittable  people  were  crowding  to  the 
Weftern  ikottf  in  order  to  emigrate  to  the  other  fide  of  the  At- 
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or  properly  inveftigated.  From  Grawick  along  the  ran*  of 
the  river  Nith,  till  near  the  weft  march,  lies  the  moft  valu- 
able part  of  the  coal  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Its  bed  is 
between  2  and  3  miles  broad ,  and  confifts  of  feveral  feamtf 
ibme  of  them  very  deep.  One  of  thefe,  at  the  Cair&burO|  is 
the  only  place  in  this  quarter,  that  furniflies  that  fort  of  coal 
which  is  ufed  in  working  iron.  It  is  carried  in  carts  for 
that  purpofc,  to  the  diftance  of  30  or  40  miles,  in  different 
dire^ions.  In  feveral  places,  the  coal  is  covered  with  blue  free 
rock,  very  fine  and  hard,  that  will  cut  to  any  fize  or  thick- 
ncfs,  and  receive  a  poliOi  not  fo  glofsy,  but  almoft  as  fmooth 
as  marble. 

Mitural 


lantic,  in  purfuit  of  that  encouragement,  which,  becaafe  unno- 
tified to  ihem,  they  imagined  was  not  to  be  found  in  their  own 
country.  From  whatever  caule,  their  fituation  at  this  time 
happened  to  be  fuch,  as  to  attra<5l  more  than  ufual  attention 
And  companion.  Among  thoie  who  beheld  or  heard  of  thii 
moving  fcene,  an  eminent  mantffd^urer,  much  to  his  honour, 
exerted  and  didinguilhed  htmfelf.  This  was  Ma  David  Dale 
cF  Glafgow,  faid  to  be  no  iefs  remarkable  for  his  public  and 
private  virtues,  than  for  enterprife  and  fuccefs  in  the  line  of 
his  bufinefs,  who  took  thefe  poor  intending  emigrants  under 
his  care»  and  employed  them  in  his  works.  On  this  occafion, 
too,  a  SociBTY  was  inttituted  in  Glafoow,  for  Preventing 
£miGration.  So  ftriking  an  inftance  ot  judicious  patriotic  hu- 
manity, could  hardly  fail  to  be  the  fubjedl  of  the  warmeft  enco- 
miums ;  but  feems  to  have  been  too  little  regarded  and  im- 
proved,  as  an  example  for  imitation  ;  as  no  material  alteration 
for  the  better  has  followed,  with  refpe^  to  the  number  of  ufc- 
fttl  hands,  in  mod  of  the  fouchern  parts  of  the  kingdom.  To 
promote  more  cffeAually  the  beneficial  purpofes  of  the  inQitution 
juft  now  mentioned,  or  of  others  fimilar  to  it,  would  it  not  be 
proper,  among  other  things,  to  publifh  in  the  newfpapers,  or 
tranfmit  to  every  parifh,  a  copy  of  the  plan  and  regulations  ad« 
opted? 

*■  5/  quid  novijli  rectus  iftisy   ' 

Candidus  imperii ;  Ji  non^  kis  uicrg  mecum, 

HOK. 
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Mineral  Waiers.-^Tbc  moid  remarkable  mineral  fprlngs 
here  are,  one  on  the  top  of  the  Rfg^liU,  and  another  at  t&e 
Rig'bum.  The  firft  is  not  wide,  but  Tery  deep,  and  of  the 
fame  quality  as  the  Merkland  Spaw  in  Galloway ;  and  has 
been  ufed  with  much  advantage  for  ftomachic  complaints. 
The  other,  called  Rjg^burn  Spavf,  is  well  known.  By  a  che- 
mical analyfis,  it  has  been  afcertatned  to  be  the  fame  in  quali- 
ty with  the  Hart'field  fpring,  near  Mofiat,  but  almoft  twice 
as  ftroog.  It  has  been  found  very  powerful  in  fcorbutic  cafes, 
and  very  beneficial  in  fome  ftomachic  ailments.  Certain  it  is, 
it  exhilarates  the  fpirits,  gives  an  edge  to  the  appetite,  and 
promotes  digeftion«  It  is  colIeAed  into  two  larg^  ftone  cit- 
terns; the  one  neareft  the  fountain  is  covered  with  an  arched 
roof,  and  kept  locked ;  the  other  is  likewife  covered  with 
ftrong  done  flags,  and  open  at  the  under  end,  where  any  that 
come  may  be  ferved.  This  was  done  about  8  or  9  years  ago, 
at  the  expence  of  the  principal  people  in  this  neighbourhood. 
Nothing  is  charged  for  the  water,  which  has  been  fent 
for,  from  very  diftant  parts  of  the  country,  even  from  Edin- 
burgh and  Glafgow  \  but  it  is  ufed  with  moft  advantage  on  the 
fpot  •. 

•  Population^ 

*  A  fingular  proof  of  this,  and  of  the  efficacy  of  the  watert 
as  an  antifcorbutic,  occurred  federal  years  ago  in  the  cafe  of  an 
Englifhman,  who  had  been  difmifTed  from  Carltfle  infirmary^  as 
incurable.  He  came  in  the  winter  time,  was  very  poor,  depen- 
ded chiefly  on  the  humanity  of  the  people  around,  and  was  but 
indifferently  accommodated,  confidering  what  his  cafe  required^ 
For,  to  fay  nothing  of  other  e£FeAs  of  the  fcorbutic  habit  he  la*, 
boured  under,  he  was  quite  emaciated,  bowed  down,  feeble, 
and  difpirited.  But  after  the  regular  ufe  of  this  water,  taken 
from  the  fpring  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  he  gradually  recruited, 
till  in  about  8  weeks  time  he  became  quite  well,  and  went  away 
flout,  lively,  and  joyous,  becaufe  of  his  unespe^ed  and  remark- 
able recovery. 
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PafMhAn.^VfbjcXhxT  the  inhabitaDtt  of  this  parilh  were 
iatxasAj  (perhaps  90  or  100  years  ago)  more  namcronsi  than 
at  prdeott  caooot  aoir  be  well  afcertained  • ;  though  the  af. 
firmathe  may  £urly  enough  be  prefomed,  from  the  general 
aimeaation  of  2,  3,  or  4,  farms  into  one,  and  the  number  of 
Uj  frrmsy  as  they  are  called,  becaufc  let  to  people  living  at 
a  diftancc,  or  not  within  the  parifli.  Of  thefc  there  arc  9 
or  10 ;  four  of  which  are  rented  by  extra  parifhioners.  Nor 
can  it  but  be  doubtful,  whether  the  prefumeable  decreafe  of 
population,  occafioned  by  thefe  means,  will  be  made  up  by  the 
acceffion  of  the  new  large  village  below  the  church,  and  2 
or  3  fmaller  ones  near  the  river  Crawsci.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
the  prefent  amount  is*  near  800  examinable  pcrfons,  and  the 
number  of  fouls  in  the  parifh  about  -  -         1 000 

The  return  to  Dr  Webfter  in  1755  was  only         -         gpp 

Increafe  within  thefe  40  years  -         -         .  ,qj 

Language.^'Thsit  the  Gaelic,  or  Earfc,  has  in  aqtient 
tixues  been  the  prevailing  language  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try) may  fairly  enough  be  concluded  from  the  names  of  dif- 
ferent lands  in  the  parifh  j  fuch  as    Crcckray^  Knochenjig^ 


*  Baptifms  are  infcrted  in  the  parifli  rcgiftcr,  but  neither 
ynarrtages  nor  deaths.  Nor  can  even  the  in^rtion  of  baptifms 
be  traced  farther  back  than  the  year  1742.'  To  form  a  general 
calculation,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  about  20  years  ago  the 
■average  number  of  baptifms,  for  3  years,  was  near  it  each 
year;  and  that  the  fame  averase,  for  the  laft  3  years,  was  a- 
bout  18.  The  children  of  difienters  are  not  included,  as  the 
parents  decline  takine  the  benefit  of  the  rcgifter  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  either  to  avoid  paying  the  ufual  fmall  perquifite  to  the 
cterfc,  or,  as  is  fuppofed  by  mod  people,  becaufc  it  is  a  part 
of  their  political  etiquette,  to  cxprcfs  in  this  way  their  dread  of 
contagion  or  contamination,  from  even  a  parochial  record* 
Whether  they  keep  a  regiftcr  of  their  own/or  not,  is  more  than 
can  at  prefent  be  afccrtained. 
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KmcUnfiab^  Cares^  Isfc.  How  loog  it  ii  sgO|  fincft  it  ccaf- 
ed  to  be  vernacular^  canaot  be  afcertaioed;  only,  the  £iigU(h 
language  is  now  fpokcn  here,  as  in  the  reft  of  Nithrdtle»  with 
confiderable  puritj,. excepting  chiefly  a  few  old  Scotch^  or 
rather  obfolete  Saxon  words,  that  now  and  then  occur ;  and 
in  a  plainj  eafy,  manly  ftile  of  pronunciation,  without  any 
of  thofe  grating  peculiarities  of  provincial  accent,  that  mark 
the  dialed  of  lome  of  the  adjoining  counties.  With  the 
fmaU  exceptioni  of  one  from  England,  and  another  from  Ire- 
land, the  inhabitants  are  all  natives  of  Scotland. 

Di/eafest  (5*^. -^Enjoying  the  advantage  of  an  open  iitua* 
tion,  particularly  a  long  and  wide  extended  ftrath,  which 
forms  the  principal  part  of  the  pariQi,  added  to  other  circum- 
ftances  formerly  mentioned,  tending  to  render  the  air  pure 
and  falubrious  \  the  people  here  are  in  general  ftout  and  heal- 
thy, and  ufually  free  from  epidemical  diAempers.  Even 
when  thofe  have  been  raging  in  the  contiguous  parts  of  the 
neighbouring  pariihes^  here  they  have  fcarcely  or  not  at  all 
appeared;  at  leaft,  if  they  did,  it  was  moftly  in  a  milder  form, 
except  In  low  confined  places  where  the  houfes  were  damp 
and  ill  aired,  and  accommodation  in  other  refpeAs  perhaps 
rather  unfavourable  for  the  patients.  For  the  fame  reafon, 
in  part,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  great  increafe  of  the 
village,  below .  the  church,  will  be  attended  with  a  very  ma« 
terial  change,-  as  to  falubrity,  in  that  quarter  of  the  pariOi ; 
as  the  fite  of  it  is  low,  flat,  miry,  and  partly  fubjeft  to  a 
land  flood  after  heavy  rains,  efpecially  in  the  months  of  au* 
tumn  and  winter.  The  difeaies  moft  common  in  this  parifb^ 
are,  the  rheumatifm,  afthma,  and  confumption,  in  adults ) 
and  the  teething  fever,  the  croup,  chincough^and  finalLpoz, 
in  children*  Of  thefe  in  children  the  firft  threej  perhaps 
^0  the  hftj  are  greatly  mitigated^  or  prevented^  by  the  ear« 

If 
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Ij  and  coiiftant  uTe  of  the  Burgundy  pitch  plaAeri  applied  be* 
tween  the  blades  of  the  (houlders ;  and  the  danger  of  the 
hft  is  efl^Anally  obviated  by  inoculation,  to  which  the  moft 
icrupttlons  and  prejudiced  are  now  almoft  univerfally  recon- 
ciled. Only,  in  fome  cafes,  its  defign  ha$  been  defeated, 
and  its  credit  much  injured,  either  by  injudicious  pradice, 
when  the  patient  has  been  afflicted  with  ibme  other  acute 
diforder ;  or  by  the  difcontlnuance  of  proper  attention  and 
medicines,  when  the  difeafe  has  been  fuppofed  at  an  end,  but 
its  malignant  remains  of  reforbed  virulent  matter,  ftlll  latent 
in  the  blood,  have  again  broke  out  in  fome  other  form,  more 
hoflile  to  the  conftitution,  and  fatal  in  the  iflue. — As  to 
other  particulars,  the  generality  of  the  people  here  are  in 
ftature  from  5  feet  8  inches  to  6  feet,  or  more ;  and  live  to 
the  age  of  between  60  and  90  years,  and  fome  of  them  longer. 

Empldymmis. — From  the  account  already  given,  it  will  eafi- 
ly  be  underftood,  that  the  people  of  this  parifh  are  moftly  far* 
tncrs;  confcquently  they  are  generally  employed  in  agricoltore 
and  the  breeding  and  management  of  fheep  and  black  cattle. 
Hence  their  ferVants  and  horfes  are  chiefly  intended  for,  and 
conftantly  occupied  in,  work  relating  to  thefe  various  particu- 
lars >  So  that  houfehold  fervants  and  faddle  horfes  muft  in 
this  cafe  be  much  out  of  the  queftion  ;  efpccially  as  the  u- 
nited-  property  of  the  rcfiding  heritors  (5  or  6  in  number) 
would  perhaps  be  too  high  rated  at  130I.  per  annum^  and 
there  are  only  4  or  5  tenants,  each  of  whom  pays  above  70 1, 
of  yearly  rent.  Here  the  rule  of  judgment,  one  would  think, 
is  ihort  and  Cmple }  and  yet  the  report,  given  in  by  the  tax 
furveyor,  has  for  feveral  years  paft  been  very  erroneous^  if  we 
arc  to  judge  by  its  confequences.  When  a  little  capricious  def* 
p9t  of  this  kind  has  fixed  the  (lamp  of  exaflion,  upon  thofe 
'jT^inks  of  fodcty  whom  the  law  exempts,  he  may,  if  he  pleafl 

es, 
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esj  boftfi  of  his^  wonderful  fervices*  and  plume  and^blefs  him* 
fclf  upon  his  own  vaft  official  importance ;  but  he  muft  be 
pronounced  an  unfeeling  plunderer,  and  a  real  enen^  to  the 
Kingj  to  the  conQitutionj  to  the  country,  and  to  mankind. 
Mor  can  it  but  be  regretted,  that  the  prefent  eftablifhed  mode 
of  obtaining  redrefs  or  relief,  in  fuch  cafes,  is  too  troublefome 
and  expeuQve  j  cfpecially  to  country  people  living  at  a  great 
diftance  from  thofe  courts  of  juOice,  to  which  appeals  and  com- 
plaints on  points  of  this  fort  are  competent.  Befides  fervants 
hired  for  the  year  or  half  year,  there  are  other  hands  employ- 
^  ed  in  the  work  of  hay  and  harvefl,  either  by  the  day  or  by 
the  piece,  u  e.  till  the  particular  work  of  each  of  thefe  fca- 
fons  is  concluded.  About  20  years  ago,  the  wages  of  men  fer. 
vants  were  from  2  I.  ids.  1031.  10^*  per  annum \  and  of 
women,  from  1 1.  los.  to  2 1.  But  at  prefent  the  former  are 
from  7  1.  IDS.  to  10 1.  and  the  latter  from  3  K  to  5  1.  The 
other  clafles  of  the  inhabitants  are  : 


Merchants 

- 

4 

bhoemakers 

3 

Licenced  fellers  of  ale  and 

Joiner 

I 

fpirits 

m 

8 

Wrights  and   mafons  in 

Bakers 

- 

2 

cottage  building,  &c. 

4 

Miller 

• 

1 

Blackfmiths 

6 

Weavers 

- 

28 

Colliers 

\6 

Dyer  and  clothier 

- 

I 

Carters 

6 

TJailors          r 

- 

7 

There  is  no  doftor,  writer,  nor  exclfe  officer,  in  this  pa- 
rifh :  Only,  fome  perfons  of  thefe  denominations,  from  the 
neighbouring  di(lri£ts,  now  and  then  make  occaiibnal  viflts  to 
this  quarter.  Nor  are  there  wanting  thofe  who  are  difpofed  to 
fay,  ''  the  more  vacancy,  and  the  fewer  viGts  in  any  of  thefe 
«  ways,  fo  much  the  better.'  How  ?  Why  ?  «  Bccaufe,'  con- 

VoL.  X.  3  L  tinuc 
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tinae  rhcy,  <  the  fewer  deaths,  the  fewer  law-fuits»  the  fewer 
^  fcenes  refenibling  reynard  in  the  roofts,  and  the  lefs  harm 
'  to  poor  cottage-Kleaiers  in  fmall  goods,  (which,  ior  tlie 
^  want  of  fome  legal  punAilio,  may  be  attached  with  forfei- 

*  ture  and  penalties,  when  the  indigent  vender  and  his  farni- 
^  ly  have  'nore  need  to  be  relieved  than  rifled,,  fo  much  the 

*  better/  To  this  kind  of  raillery,  gentlemen  of  the  above 
defcriptions  can  no  doubt  ea(ily  oppofe  as  much  argument 
and  &ft,  as  will  fufficientiy  ferve  to  aflen  their  own  refpec- 
tive  profeilional  or  official  importance,  probity,  and  honour. 
Leaving  this  to  thofc  ot  the  two  laft  denominations^  at  pre- 
fent,  and  to  others,  to  be  as  ludicrous,  or  even  fevere,  as  thef 
pleafe,  with  illiterate  pretenders  to  medical  fcienee  \  dill,  lay- 
ing afide  wanton,  unfair  rlJicule,  one  may  be  allowed  to  fay» 
that  the  want  of  a  thorough  bred  fkilful  practitioner  in  me- 
dicine is  certainly  a  very  material  diladvancage  to  any  part  of 
the  country.  For  this  reafon,  it  is  much  to  be  wiflied,  that 
there  were  a  fixed  falary  for  one  properly  qualified,  in  every 
di(lri£l,  of  an  extent  prc^porrioned  to  its  fituation,  as  falu- 
brious  or  the  contrary,  to  the  number  of  its  inbabicantSy 
and  the  nature  of  their  employments ;  at  lead,  in  thofe  parts 
which  lie  at  any  confidc*rable  diftance  from  towns  or  large 
villages. 

ManufaSlures. — On  the  verge  of  the  pariih,  near  Sanqu- 
har, there  is  an  iron-plating  forge,  ereded  a  good  many  years 
ago.  Its  great  hamnxr,  (head  and  haft,}  weighs  6  cwt. 
and  ftrikes  170  times,  or  "more,  in  a  minute,  by  means  of  a 
wheel  14  feet  in  diameter,  that  goes  by  water.  This  work 
belongs  to  a  refpeftable  fubd'antial  Company,  and  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  it  is  carried  on  to  a  pretty  conCderable  extent.  Nor 
indeed  canlhis,  or  any  other  manufafhire,  eafily  fail  of  fuc« 
cefS|  in  a  iituation  fo  very  favourablci  as  far  as  plenty  of  wa« 
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terj  coaI|  peat,  and  comparative  clieapneis  of  provifions,  arc 
concerned.  Added  to  thefe  advantages,  abundance  of  wool 
on  the  fpot  and  over  the  whole  neighbourhood,  muft  render 
a  woollen  nunufadturc  in  this  place  a  moft  eligible  fchemc 
of  bufinefs  ;  yet,  till  within  thefe  £-w  years,  the  people  here 
feem  not  to  have  fafficiently  underftood,  or  attended  to  the 
importance  of  thofe  local  circumftanccs,  which  were  capable 
of  being  fo  much  improved,  to  the  advancement  of  their  own 
intereft.  During  the  time  excepted,  both  carpets  and  plain 
woollen  cloth  have  been  manufaaurcd  by  different  hands,  in 
the  principal  village  and  its  vicinity.  Much  more  might, 
and  no  doubt  would,  have  been  done,  nad  any  aid  been 
granted  from  the  public  funds,  laid  to  be  intended  for  the 
encouragement  of  fuch  undertakings.  At  preient,  notwith- 
ftanding,  the  carpet  branch  appears  to  be  a  little  u{)on  the 
increafe.  But  the  greateft  num1)er  of  hands  have,  for  fome 
time  pad,  been  employed  in  weaving  muflin  for  the  cotton 
manufacturers  in  Ayrfliire. — It  is  in  agitation  to  eftablifli  an 
woollen  manufacture  on  a  pretty  large  fcale  ^  aided  by  a  full 
fet  of  carding  and  fpinning  machinery,  to  be  ere^ed  for  that 
purpofe*. 

Famur  Socut/.—laxprcOcd  with  tjhie  incrcafing  difcour. 
agements  attending  agriculture,  and  the  want  of  fyftcm  in 
the  management  of  rural  bufiners;  to  obviate  or  remedy  thefe 
difadvantages,  as  far  as  might  be  in  their  power,  the  lead- 
ing people  of  the  parifii  did,  about  three  years  ago,  condi. 
tutc  thenafelves  into  a  Farmer  Society.  Among  the  firtt  things 

they 

•  Since  writing  the  above,  the  fchcme  is  fixed,  and  in  a  train 
for  being  put  in  immediate  execution,  under  the  patronage  of 
John  M»Murdo,  Lfq;  who  Is  always  ready  to  take  a  v^rm  and 
ad've  intereft  in  every  meafurc  tending  to  the  advantage  and 
profpcrity  of  the  country. 
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they  did,  was  to  cftabliOi  a  market,  to  be  always  held  at 
Eirkconnel  village,  twice  in  the  year,  viz.  on  the  iftTucA 
day  of  May,  and  on  the  ift  Tucfday  of  November,  for  the 
hiring  of  fervants,  and  the  fale  of  cattle,  and  of  woollen  yarn 
and  cloth.  Aware  that,  in  every  prornlfcuous  concoarfe  of 
this  kind,  there  may  be  fome  people  too  much  difpofcd  to 
create  difturbance,  efpccially  when,  in  a  place  like  this, 
there  is  no  magiftracy  near  at  hand  to  keep  them  in  awe  ; 
the  Society  have  talcen  proper  meafures  for  prcferving  peace 
and  good  order  during  the  time  of  the  market.  To  prevent 
miftakes  in  buying  and  felling,  and  to  facilitate  the  progrcfs  of 
bufinefs  in  this  way,  the  Winchefter  bufhel  is  fixed  upon  as 
the  ftandard  meafure  for  grain,  and  the  rate  of  markets  is  to 
be  duly  notified  to  the  clerk,  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to 
be  communicated.  Such  too  as  want  either  to  buy  or  fell 
any  article,  or  to  hire  fervants,  or  to  be  hired,  are  to  apply  to 
him  for  information,  either  way,  relating  to  the  perfons  with 
whom  they  mny  tranfad.  All  thefe  matters  are  to  be  ihfert- 
cd  in  a  journal  kept  for  the  purpofe.  By  means  of  this  plan, 
all  the  commerce  of  the  parifh  is  brought  into  an  eaiy  com- 
pafs^  or  rather  concentrated  in  one  point,  Suppofe  the  fame 
thing  to  be  done  in  every  parifh,  and  a  communication  ef^ 
tablifhed  with  any  centrical  town  or  confiderable  village  ;  ef- 
pccially fuppofe  this  plan  improved  to  all  the  extent  of  which 
it  is  capable ;  the  utility  of  fuch  a  meafure  can  need  no  illuf- 
tration.  To  prevent  flrife,  animofity,  and  law-fuits,  the 
bane  and  fcourge  of  any  fociety  or  country,  every  difpute  or 
difference,  that  fhall  happen  to  arifc  between  any  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  fociety,  relative  to  claims,  bargains,  injuries,  or 
offences,  is  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  determination  of  three 
neutral  perfons  pf  their  own  number,  felefted  by  the  prefes, 
and  approved  by  the  parties  ^  and  their  judgment  is  to  be  fi- 
nal* 

Heritors 
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,  Heritors  and  i?^«A~Except  what  was  before  fuppofcd  to 
be  worth  about  r  130I.  per  annum^  the  whole  pari(h  belongs 
to  the  Duke  of  Queensberrt,  The  excepted  part  w  di- 
vided among  5  or  6  heritors,  who  ufually  rcfide  in  the  pa- 
rifli.  One  of  thcfe  portions  is  fo  fmall  as  not  to  exceed  a 
fingle  acre  in  extent  *. 

The  Duke's  property  is  occupied,  at  leaft  rented,  by  23  te- 
nants, who  pay  from  160I.  down  to  30  1.  each,  of  yearly 
rent ;  befides  feveral  fmallcr  farms,  of  a  rent  proportionable. 
In  (hort,  the  whole  rents  of  the  parifti  would,  it  is  fuppofed, 
amount  to  upwards  of  2000 1.  were  entry  money  out  of  the 
queftion. 

Ecelefiaftical  State  \. — ^Of  this,  as  of  all  the  other  pariflies 
m  this  prcfbytery,  excepting  one,  the  Duke  of  Queenlberry 

is 

*  For  this  there  is  a  charter*  (evidently  a  whimfica]  thing 
at  firft),  as  far  back  as  the  year  1444,  the  reddendum  of  which, 
<  unusfiiidus  monetae  regni  Scotiai%  is  to  be  paid  '  mmftro  mini/^ 
tranti  ad  altare  heatae  virginis\  and  afterwards,  by  the  precept 
oiciare  conflate  from  Lord  William  Crichton  of  Sanquhar, 
to  the  minifter  of  the  parifh  and  his  fucceffors  in  office. 

t  Anterior  to  the  year  1732,  Mr  John  Carmichael  was 
the  laft  Prefbyterian  mini(ler  of  this  parifh,  who  was  turned  out  of 
his  charge  in  1662,  when  Epifcopacy  was  violently  obtruded 
upon  this  kingdom.  In  the  year  1681,  Mr  Samuel  Moat,  the 
Epifcopal  incumbent,  was  likewife  obliged  to  leave  his  charge  i 
becaufe  he  could  not  take  the  oath  required  by  the  tel>  ad. 
From  that  period,  the  vacancy  was  protraftcd,  to  the  year  1732; 
when  Mr  Peter  Rab,  then  minifter  of  Kirkbride,  was  admit- 
ted minifter  of  KirkconneL  Like  the  old  celebrated  Joannes  de 
Sacro  Bo/ce,  or  John  of  Holywood,  in  his  day,  fuppofed,  by 
his  name,  to  have  been  alfo .  of  this  country,  Mr  Rae  was  aa 
eminent  philofopher  and  aftronoroer,  as  well  as  a  divine ;  but 
much  more  learned  and  enlightened  than  the  other.  His  af* 
tronomical  chime  clock,  ftill  in  Drumlanrig- caftle,  made  and 
conflrufted  in  all  its  parts  with  his  own  h^nd,  is  a  continued 
ftriking  proof  both  of  his  mechanical  powers,  and  of  the  extent 
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is  patron.  The  church,  manfe,  and  officei,  have  been  re- 
pabrdy  but  not  rebuilt  fince  the  year  1729 ;  and,  except  th^ 
want  of  feme  fmall  repairs,  are  in  pre«y  good  condition.  By 
a  decreet  in  1655,  the  Aipend  was  modified  to  43 1.  i8s.  lod. 
with  3  chaiders  of  viaual,  2  of  corn,  and  1  of  bear ;  by  a 
new  decreet  in  1763,  it  was  augmented  to  69 1.  8t.  lo^^d. 
and  no  visual ;  aiid,  by  a  late  decreet,  it  is  now  71!.  13  s.  4d. 
with  4  chaiders  of  viftual,  one  half  bear,  and  the  other  half 
oat-meal.  The  only  diffenters  here  are  Prcfbyterians,  under 
the  different  denominations  of  Cameronians,  Burghers,  and 
Antiburghers.  Of  the  firft  clafs,  there  are  3  or  4 ;  of  tte 
fecond,  i  or  2  ^  and  of  the  laft,  between  20  and  30 ;  wbofe 
meeting-houfe  is  at  Sanquhar,  within  a  mile  of  the  march 
between  the  two  pariQies*  Thcfe  feparate  themfdves  from 
the  eftablifliment,  and  from  one  another,  on  account  of  mac- 
tcrs  merely  political,  or  fuch  miftakcs  and  inconvcniencies  at- 
tending judicial  proceedings,  as  may  be  expcfted,  fo  long  as 
men  are  not  infallible,  or  conneAed  here  below  with  the 
church  mUitant }  but  which  are  no  part  of  our  religion,  be- 
caufc  no  part  of  this  church's  terms  of  communion.  Of 
courfe,  divifion  muft,  in  this  cafe,  one  would  thinl^bc  ca* 
ther  unneccflary,  unreafonabic,  and  unwarrantable  from  fcrip. 
ture.  More  aware  of  this,  and  more  imprcfTcd  with  it,  than 
formerly,  as  would  fccm,  (now  that  the  dui^  and  hear  of  con- 
trovcrfy  have  much  fubfided  and  abated,)  the  generality  of 
people  are  more  inclined  to  judge  and  fpeak  of  thele  points 

with 

of  his  philofophical  knowledge.  But  as  the  defcrtption  of  this 
falls  to  the  (hare  of  another,  it  is  here  purpofeiy  omitted.  Be. 
fidts  a  fmall  trafl  or  two,  in  divinity,  be  pab!iihed  a  hh/i^ry  rfthe 
reheilhn  in  the  year  fji^^  executed  with  much  mtnutenels  and 
fidelity,  and  containing  a  good  deal  of  cunous  inform.: tion* 
To  him  fucceeded  Mr  RosFRr  Huntitr,  his  fon-in  taw  in 
April  1770T  the  prefent  incumbent,  Mr  John  Robertion,  was 
ordained  afliftant  and  fuccef*  r  to  the  f]>d  M>  Hunter;  and  at 
his  deathi  in  May  following*   :       v    ;  •  r  .>  the  full  charge. 
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wkh  coolners,  candour,  and  moderation ;  IcTs  prone  to  give 
implicit  credit,  to  thoie  who  would  prefs  every  thing  into  the 
(ervice  of  their  own  views  and  defigns ;  lefs  ready  to  be  mi& 
led  by  confident  pretences,  or  h\k  exaggerated  rcprefenta- 
tions  s  and  leis  difpofed  to  relidi  thofe  effiifioos  of  ipieen  and 
rancour,  which  formerly  polluted  the  field  of  religious  debatCi 
and  are  always  the  fure  proof  of  a  weak  argument,  the  for^ 
lorn  refuge*,  of  a  bad  caufc,  ana  the  difgrace  of  a  good  one^ 
in  ihort,  no  longer  the  dupes  of  that  captious  lelfilh  fpirir  of 
contention,  which  cakes  every  thing  by  the  wrong  handle, 
views  every  objeA  in  the  word  light,  and  difturbs  the  peace 
of  fociety  i  the  good  people  here  lofe  all  light  of  little  partjr 
djftindtions,  make  proper  allowances  for  each  others  peculia. 
rhies  of  ieritimeot  on  all  hands,  and  live  together  in  that  fUle 
of  eafy,  harmonious,  and  friendly  mtercourfe,  which  is  ib 
amiable  in  itielf,  uieful  and  comfortable  in  locial  life^  and 
ornamental  to  the  faith  which  they  in  common  avow. 

Schooi^^lht  fchool  is  taught  by  an  old  man,  who  has  had 
It  thefe  30  years  under  his  care.  His  falary  is  only  100 
merks,  with  a  gratuity  of  1 1.  Sterling,  from  the  Duke  of 
Queenfberry,  and  los.  for  which  he  is  to  teach  a  poor  or- 
phan or  two,  when  any  happen  to  be  in  the  parifh,  in  conr 
fequence  of  a  mortification  to  that  efie£t  by  the  late  minifter^ 
Mr  Hunter. 

Poor — ^There  have  for  many  years  paft  been  above  2o  per- 
fons  on  the  poors  roll,  including  dlfienters  as  well  as  others  ; 
but  of  late  their  number  is  a  little  reduced.  The  only  paro* 
chial  provifion  for  them  confifls  of  the  weekly  collections, 
and  61.  6  s.  6d.  yearly  from  the  Duke  of  Queeniberry; 
with  now  and  then  a  fmall  legacy  from  (bine  of  the  fubftan- 
tial  parlihioners,  and  the  intereA  of  what  has  from  time  to 

time 
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time  bett  finrvd  froni  thdediarittek    Rdatife  to  the  qiiefi* 
tioD,  wlictherthe  pocriicv&reedw  any  loppljhftMii  thBiNit>- 
Kc  coUefiions  imde  bydiflentcfs,  eEiended  eiea  lo  the  cale 
•f  thofe  of  their  am^^xnomamtjy  iot  asj  thiogunderfiiiod 
by  this  kirk  feffion,  much  ctonot  be  affinned ;  but,  caDfincd 
tDthofeof  the  eftabUfluneiit,  all  that  can  befiud  1%  if  they  do 
receive  any  thing  frta  fuch  coUc£lion9,  in  this  pariih»  it  is 
cither  fo  fecretly  as  not  to  be  known»  or  (o  feidom  as  not 
to  deferre  any  particular  notice* 

Roads. — Befides  the  old  great  road,  from  Sanquhar  to 
Cunnock,  a  part  of  that  k>cg  track  of  road,  made  lokly  at 
the  ezpcncf  of  the  late  amiable,  revered,  and  munificent  Duke 
of  Qyii.BKSBBRRT ;  there  is  a  fide  road  from  it  to  the  Earl  i 

of  Dtiii:£rics's  lime  quarry,  and  one  up  the  holm  of  Crawick 
river,  toward^  Crawfordjohn.  Juft  now,  too,  the  great  turn- 
pike road,  on  the  line  between  Carlifle  and  Gla(gow,  is  near« 
ly  completed.  It  runs  along  the  face  of  the  hills  6n  the 
north  fide  of  this  pariih,  and  through  the  wildeft  and  high- 
eft  part  of  it.  This  circumflance  will,  it  is  thought,  render 
tiavelliog.  precarious  and  difficult,  fometimes  impradicable^ 
in  the  winter  ieafon,  when,  after  a  deep  fall  of  fnow,  it  is 
often  foond  nearly  impoffible  to  remove  the  iheep  in  that 
quarter  to  lower  ground  for  relief.  On  the  old  great  road, 
these  is  a  toll»bar  lately  ere&ed.  Of  this  the  near  neighbooiB 
eomphin  much,  becaufe  it  is  a  heavy  ccfs  upon  thei%  though 
a  fmall  unpoft  to  Grangers  or  occafiotal  travellers  ;  not  to 
add,  that  they  pay  a  large  yearly  afiefiinent  for  the  ftatutc 
trf'>our. 

'  »irrx  ami  Bridges  -—The  parifli  abounds  in  rivers,  brooks, 
.    '>gs.     Bcfides  the  river  Hith^  which  jruns  through  the 

«. it,  from  weft  to  nearly  louth-eaft^  and  the  fmaller 

rivers 
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}i^€l9  CnnStnei  add  Kiltow^  00  the  QUtfdi  withScnqohari 
it  contains  fevenl  turm^,  or  bit>ok8,  that  run  hUo  thcfe,  and 
a  good  flaany  more'which  craft  the  high  road,  or  come  down 
from  the  biUfl  on  the  other  fide  into  the  Nhh.  This  laft  has  a 
good  ftooe  bridge  over  it,  a  ihort  way  above  the  church ;  a 
little  below  which,  there  is  another  over  the  rivntet  called 
PMurn.  The  only  other  ftone  bridge  worth  notice,  is  one 
over  the  Crawick,  at  the  march  between  this  pariOi  and  Sao* 
quhar,  faid  to  have  been  built  ttnho  1706,  by  James  Duk^ 
of  Qoeeniberry. 

AfUifmiks  and  Cttrij/kiis.'^^t  thefe,  very  little  Or  nothing 
occurs,  that  merits  attention,  except  a  few  font-ftones,  and 
a  grave-ftone,  faid  to  be  on  the  top  of  Glenwhurry-hllL  It 
is  overgrown  with  grafs,  and  funk  a  foot  or  more  below  the 
furface,  near  a  little  cairn^  or  heap  of  fmall  ftones }  and,  as  the'' 
tradition  adds,  h^  this  infcription  upon  it,  <  Here  lies  St. 
CoNNBL,  who  built  Kirkbride  and  Kirkconnel'.  There  are 
fiiU  many  cairns  in  the  pariih,  with  veftiges  and  traditions  of 
many  more  formerly^  Some  of  them  contain  a  great  quanti- 
ty of  human  bones,  that  are  often  and  eafily  difcovered. 
Among  feveral  romantic  fpots  that  might  be  mentioned,  there 
is  one  thut  claims  particular  notice.  It  is  a  natural  cafcade, 
in  the  river  Crawick,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  bridge, 
where  the  water  tumbles  and  daflics  from  rock  to  rock  with^ 
tremenduous  noife,  efpecially  when  the  river  is  any  way 
fwelled;  then  rifes  in  boiling  eddies  and  foaming  furges;  and 
at  laft  rolb  on  in  a  bold  majeftic  torrent,  amidft  as  fine  a  piece 
of  grotto  fcenery  as  can  well  be  imagined. 

CkaraBer.'^As  to  the  charafter  and.  morals  of  the  people  ; 
they  are  acute,  deliberate,  cool,  fteady,  ferious,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  principles  of  Chriftianity.  With  them  it  it 

Vol.  X  3  M  no 
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■o  nar  thing  to  cbinbisie»  with  thefe  prtocipks  »id  thd  office* 
tf  religion,  the  ^fpofitions  of  dnttfuk  ftibjcAs,  tho  habiu  off 
good  citizensi  aad  the  vkntes  of  private  life.    To  a  good  6cm 
gree  of  induftry  they  add  cooteotmenc,  ahearfabie<t»  candour, 
good  nature,  and  a  quiet  peaceable  behavtoor.    Fhough  ftraa* 
gcrs  to  finical  refinement,  or  even  to  much  of  ttrbanic  poKfliy 
thejr  are  open,  honeft,  and  obltgmg ;  hind,  friendly,  himaney 
and  hofpitable.     In  their  ftile  of  living,  they  are  decent,  fo^ 
bcr»  and  temperate ;  and,  tn  adverfity  or  diftrcfi,  ftdate,  pa^ 
tient,  and  refigned.     Not  but  that,  here,  as  in  other  pUcesj^ 
there  are  too  many  exceptions,  in  whole  or  in  part ;  only,  it 
nay  be  affirmed,  that  thefe  are,  perhaps,  a^  few  wk  irt  anf 
other  parifh  of  the  fame  number  of  lohabitants  a«d  villages. 
As  fo  much  general  evidence  of  this,  •  few  fa£b  may  be  men* 
tioned. 

What  firft  occurs,  and  claims  no  fmall  degree  of  commen* 
dation,  is,  that  in  thcfc  giddy,  gloomy,  turbulent  times,  thit 
people  have  hitherto  remained  untainted  by  the  contagion  of 
that  nioft  empty  biK  frilacioua  and  peftilential  thing,  which, 
tinder  various  forms  and  names,  particularly,  the  ipecious 
name  of  phUo/bphy^  has  long  infefted  the  church,  and  now 
threatens  conhifion,  anarchy,  and  deibtation  to  the  ftate  and 
to  the  country.  To  guard  them  agamft  its  poifea  aikl  deceit, 
though  conveyed  with  tlie  ucmoft  art  and  indaftry,  tio  parti« 
cular  exertbns  were  needful  ^  fatisfied  on  the  beft  grounds^ 
that  their  religion  is  divine  ; — ^ihat  its  peculiar,  as  well  at  ge- 
beeal  principles,  per&Aly  accord  with  the  diftates  of  right 
reafen^  and  are  the  only  Tpriags  of  true  comibrt  and  a  juft 
rerpeA  to  the  laws  cf  lieaveo  ^---that  thefe  laws  cksirly  ezht» 
bit  all  the  regards  we  owe,  all  the  obligations  we  are  under, 
te  one  another,  as  lijperiors^  infigriors^  and  equab ;  particu- 
larly to  kings,  and  others  in  authority  ;*^lmt  the  conftitaN 
dioo  we  oow  eojoy^  is  the  beft  humaft  fecvrity  for  ibs  coi^ 

tiouod 
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tinaed  preiervati<ni  of-  both  our  civil  and  religtoas  rights  and 
liberties } — that|  ad  our  religion  and  government  thus  matu« 
ally  fupport  each  other,  whatever  would  unhinge  the  one, 
mnft  unhinge  and  endanger  the  other,  or  rather,  both  to- 
gether ;*— -and  that  apparent  or  temporary  imperfcAionrand 
inconveniencies  cannot  excufe  or  extenuate  the  guilt  of  what 
in  this  cafe  would  be  doubly  criminal ;  any  thing  like  nidlion 
ory^ibMH.— -Satisfied  of  all  this,  the  people  here  require  very 
little  argument  to  impreis  them  with  juft  contempt  and  detef- 
tation  o#  chat  new  lights  abfurdly  enough  fo  called,  which  n 
nothing  cUe  bur  the  ignufaiuus  of  old  exploded  error,  brought 
up  fipon  its  dark  caverns,  and  fet  ofF  with  fome  new  airs  of 
flight  of  hand  parade ;  or  of  thmi  phUlofiphy^  viYkofefraAm  rf 
ihwghit  liberalUy  of  fentlmifU^  and  right  of  prwate  judgwunt^ 
are  chiefly  employed  in  oppofing  or  depreciating  the  truths 
the  wifdom,  and  the  laws  of  heaven,  and  in  reviling  and 
fpeaktng  evil  of  dignities  and  rulers  on  earth  }  that  phiiofophy^ 
which  tuat^riafixis  men  into  brutes,  nay,  monflers,  raging  for 
rapine,  blood,  and  murder. 

Another  thing  deferving  notice,  as  illuftrative  of  this  peo- 
ple's charafter,  is,  that  their  charities,  both  in  public  and 
private,  have  hitherto  been  fo  liberal,  as  to  fuperfcde  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  having  recourfe  to  any  aflcffment  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  poor  *.  With  the  fame  view  to  this,  there  needs 
only  to  be  added,  what  implies  much  in  favour  of  their  gene- 
ral charafter»  that,  within  the  memory  of  man,  none  of 
them  has  ever  fuffcred  a  capital  punifliment,  or  received  any 
public  ftigma  from  the  hands  of  jufticc.  Uniting  this,  with 
the  firft  mentioned  of  thcfc  leading  fafls,  we  are  naturally 

led 

•  lfcy»  though,  during  more  than  20  years  paft,  the  annual 
and  occafional  didributions  have  been  double  of  what  they  were 
formerly,  the  prefent  amount  of  the  poors  funds  is  more  tba^ 
treble  of  what  it  was  prior  to  that  period. 
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led  to  make  an  obfervatiooi  which  cMinot  well  be  omitted  ; 
Damel7,  that  the  prefent  increafe  of  igoorancei  as  to  the 
principles  of  Chriflianity,  fo  remarkable  in  mod  of  our  towns, 
is  eTidently  owing  to  the  difcontinuance  or  negleft  of  cate- 
chetical inftruAioOi  and  defertion  of  divine  inftitutidns,  fol- 
lowed by  the  prevalence  of  gambling  and  dram.drinking ;  in 
connexion  with  another  train  of  inaufpicious  cfrcumftances 
Aated  under  a  preceeding  article ; — to  all  this  muft  be  afcrit)- 
ed  much  of  the  prefent  licentioufnefsi  both  in  morals  and  po- 
litics, and  the  melancholy  difference  in  the  annals  of  juftici- 
ary  in  Scotland^  fo  uncommon  of  late,  beyond  any  former 
era.  For  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that,  if  in  aid  of  the 
worft  paflions  of  the  human  heart,  men  arc  allowed  to  run 
wild  and  wafle,  blind  and  fecure,  in  ignorance  of  thoie  di- 
vine principles  which  alone  can  awe  their  confcienoes,  aid 
form  their  minds  and  lives  to  genuine  goodnefs,  and  at  the 
fame  time  are  eaiily  and  cheaply  fumiibedwith  that  fort  of  li- 
quor, fuch  as  aquavitafj  or  rather  aqua  mortis^  and  that  too,  ge- 
nerally, of  the  moft  poifonous  quality,  which  intoxicates  them 
into  rage  and  madnefs$  they  are  then  prepared  for  the  peFpe- 
tration  of  any  crimes,  be  they  ever  fo  nefarious,  barbarous^ 
ov  atrocious. 
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NUMBER    XXXII. 
PARISH  OF  LOCHBROOM,    . 

(County  ofRefs. — Prejbytery  of  Lochcarron. — Synod  rf 

Glenelg.J 

By  tk^  Reverend  Mr  Roderick  Macrae^  MiJJi$nary  Mim 
njfter  in  the par'ifb  of  Appiecrofs. 


Origin  of  tie  Name. 

LOCHBROOM  takes  its  name  from  a  river,  which  runt 
through  a  confiderable  traA  of  this  pari(h«  called  MeiJUe 
Strat/j,  and  an  arm  of  the  fea^  into  which  this  river  falls.  In 
Gaelic  the  river  is  called  Braon^  and  the  country  around  it 
Lochbbraon.  But  as  this  would  not  found  fo  well  in  Englifliy 
it  was  thought  proper  to  change  it  into  Lochbroom. 

Situation  and  Extent.  ^Tht  weftern  boundary  of  this  parifli 
is  waflied  by  that  part  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  which  divides 
the  ifland  of  Lewis  from  the  maid  land  of  Scotland.  The 
exaft  length  and  breadth  of  it  cannot  be  eaiily  afccrtaincd,  as 
It  is  of  a  very  irregular  figure,  being  uneven  in  its  marches 
with  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  and  indented  in  many  placed 
by  feveral  fmall  arms  of  the  kA,  Sfomc  have  computed  it  at 
36  miles  long,  and  ao  broad. 

Surface,  Riverit  Lakes,  and  Fip,  b*^.— The  far  greater 
part  of  this  parifli  confifts  of  wild  uncultivated  mountains  and 
hills,  abounding  wRir  rocks,  mofs,  and  heather.    But  tbefe 
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tra&s  are  not  altogether  ufelefs^  ai  they  ferve  for  ptftnre  to 
a  great  number  of  black  catde.  There  is,  however*  a  great 
deal  of  fine^  arable  lands  m  which  thtj  ufually  raiie  pret^ 
rich  crops.  Thefe  fertile  fpots  are  for  the  moft  part  clofe 
by  the  fea  fide  \  from  which  they  extend*  in  fome  places,  ia 
the  form  of  long  valleys,  to  the  diftance  of  two  computed 
sniles  and  upwards,  fuch  as  the  Makk  ami  lutU  Straths,  Straik- 
Cainard^  Isfc.  Bcfides  thcfe  places,  which  ufually  produce  rich 
crops  bpth  of  corn  and  grafs,  there  are  a  few  gpod  gleos» 
wholly  detached  from  the  fea,  which  are  alio  pretty  fiertile. 
Ia  theCe  ftraths  and  glens,  and  different  other  parts  of  the 
parifh,  there  are  woods  of  various  kinds;  particularly,  fir, 
birch,  a(h,  and  aller.  There  are  alfo  fome  rivers  and  firefli- 
water  lakes,  which  furnifh  fome  trouts  and  falmon.  .  And, 
upon  the  whole,  the  furface  of  this  pariih  yielda  an  ag]PceaUe 
ywftj  of  hill  and  dale,  wood  and  wateri  com  and  gra& 

&i7.  Produce^  and  Cultivation. — ^The  foil,  though  fertile,  is 
sot  in  general  deep,  but  rather  light  andyVjy^^*  The  crops  coo- 
fift  of  barley,  oats,  and  peaie,  together  with  a  great  quantity 
of  poUtoes.  They  feldom  begin  to  fow  till  towards  the  lat- 
lor  end  of  April,  and  fometimes  the  bariey  is  not  wh«yy 
l^d  do^  till  the  middle  of  June.  The  harveft,  however^ 
IS  commonly  pretty  early  \  and,  excepting  fome  bad  years,  the 
cro^  is  ufually  all  gathered  in  by  the  middle  of  Odober^ 
Xhe  duef  implements  of  hufbandry  are  the  plough  and  the 
crooked  fpade;  ti^  fometimes,  however,  ule  common  fpades 
wd  pick-axes.  The  manure  moft  ufed  is  fea-ware,  which  is 
got  in  GonfideraUe  quantities  on  the  adjacent  fliores.  They 
aUb  make  a  few  compound  dunghills ;  and  ibme  of  the  more 
fubfiantial  of  the  fmners  ufe  a  fmall  quantity  of  (h^ly  {and, 
of  which  there  is  a  large  bank  towards  the  northern  extreo^ 
ty  of  the  pariffa.    From  this  place  it  i$  ^airied  in  vefieb 

and 


md  cpm  bbttti  according  to  the  conTcnieocf  and  circnm* 
toAttB  of'  the  oim  of  it  TUey  fometimes  bring  it,  after 
kading,  so  crceb  or  baikets  on  faorfeback»  from  the  diftanec 
•f.two  or  three  miies;  and>  notwkhftanding  this  trouble,  they^ 
crften  find  that  it  abundantly  repays  their  bboor  ;  for  it  pro- 
duces exuberant  crops  out  of  knda  that  were  formerly  thought 
good  for  nothing.  The  virtue  of  it,  however,  does  not  con«> 
tinue  above  five  or  fix  years ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  fueh  a 
period,  fix>m  the  time  of  laying  it  on  the  ground,  they  are  ob» 
liged  to  leave  the  lands  lej  for  a  certain  number  of  years; 
commolkly  three  or  four.  During  this  interval,  the  ley  lands 
if ield  very  good  grafs. 

Climate  and  Difi^/es.-^Tht  air  of  this,  as  Well  as  that  of  the 
beigfabouring  pariflies,  is  fomewhat  damp  and  moift;  which  b 
thiellf  Imputable  to  their  near  vicinity  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
The  rains  are  much  more  frequent  and  heavy  in  thefe  corners^ 
than  in  the  lower  and  interior  parts  of  this  kingdom ;  and 
often  prove  a  procfigious  obfimAion  to  the  fiinncrs,  in  the  la* 
boorfng  and  harveft  feafons.  They  always  come  on  with  the 
^wtfierly  winds ;  and  when  it  blowa  in  a  contrary  dlreAioir, 
iHe  weather  is  ufoally  hit.  Motwithftanding  its  wetnefs,  the 
elimafe"is>not  unhealthy,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  live 
to  a  good  old  age;  few  of  them,  however,  complete  too 
years.  The  people  are  not  febjeA  to  any  epidemical  diftem* 
pers;  but,  in  fpring  1791,  they  were  vifited  by  a  moft  oMh 
lignant  fever,  which  fwept  away  great  numbers  of  them. 

Paptflaikn.^^The  population  of  this  parKh  haa  increafbd 
greatly  within  thefe  40  years.    The  preftat  number  of  fook 
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atrttofs  afm  KiM^—T\it  Iflnd  rents  are  AoQl^f^c 
ling.  There  are  five  proprietofs^  vh.  Mr  Hachefidb  of  0#« 
iittrty,  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Dnndonnd,  Mr  Daridfaa  of  Til^ 
loch,  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  of  Ooof,  iiiiTT^Trlnirliniilli 
of  Achitly.  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Dundomiiel  iih  flie  oii^  \tlf^ 
prieCor  who  refides  in  the  partlh. '  '  -     ?;« 

Trices  of  Provifimst  and  Jf^ages.-^EvcTf  flrt)^  dlDoflthis 
of  Ute  rifen  in  price.  Oat  mea1|  apoh  an  aterigey  • 
17s.  per  boll;  barley  meal  at  14s.  btflef'  at  ^S^*' 
16  s.  Beef  is  ad.  ^lib.  mottM  theftme;  tamJ^dp^M 
fbmetimes  6d.  each;  eggs  ad.  ^rdostn;  bMtoi^saii;']^ 
fione;  cheefe  4s.  falmon  iifdr  ^r  lib.  ireflii* 
T.  per  barreli  inclodlng  all  espttices  prevlowto 
A  good  ploaghman  gets  4 1  Sterling  in  a  feari  sogiftter<Mli. 
his  maintainatice  s  a  woman  fertant  20  s.  a  herd  t^«/  MAa 
day-labourer  9  d.  per  day  without  vidoalsJ 


FSlagis  and  /^i&m^/.— The  BritMh  Society  have  fijMd  ( 
«f  their  villages  here,  at  a  place  called  Ullqiool.  Th««ftocic* 
iy  began  to  build  fome  hootbs  ia  this  place,  in  fumncr'tf  M^ 
and  prirke  peribns  have  been  ever  finco  adding  to  the  sua* 
her  mnuttUy ;  fo  that  in  diis  viHage  there  are  Mn»  ehotiya 
hotrfes,  of  which  35  are  flated  ^  the  reft  arc  thatched  with 
tqrf,  fern  roots,  and  heather.  The  principal  inducement 
to  fettle  in  this  viHage  is  itsadvaacageotis£taatieftife»«|le 
herring  fifliing,  which  indeed  is  very  great  |  bring «plaflpA»n 
a  lake,  that  has  long  been  remarkable  for  the^oeft  heraing ; 
.and  holding  a  centrical  fituatien  wish  refpe6|  lOitlMilMlfiC^- 
Jog  lakes  on  the  weft  coaft,  both  £MUh  and  nfigi^g^  TJie 
lierring  commonly  fet  ki  for  Locbbroom,  and  fome-iie^ghfipiir- 
ing  lakes,  in  the  monlh  of  Jufy»  and  oftfp  cootiinUf^tiUrpring. 
They  fometimes^  however^  do  not  remain  long-  at  a  time; 

but. 


fofra,  ^  Sa  4Viar  afltia  »  sLfclK:4»rs.tb^rcafter.  iTMf 
.9f€  aUv^s  caught  in  tlie  night*ti(ne }  and  the  darker  the 
«i^  ii»dMB  taner  frt  tiK  fidiex%  foomdoi  k  be  fr^e  of  f^lo. 
J»  thM^abflr  t«MK  is.a  mt^teivlag  hamlk.  iribipn  they  c«|e4 
UA  jmt  SCO  barrcfc  fine  mUifmng.  There  are  oth^  two 
fiftag  hmOn  of  an  «lder  ftandiogt  is  the  nei^tllwrhMd  9^ 
UMiporil  ow«t|ir  Abr«Mi9«hoiit4ov5  i«iJes««rtkQf  UW 
lopieK  11u«  hoofe  ma  erefto^*  lOaMW  ao  yem  agq»  by  » 
oC  Umi^  gienilein«D»  mi^  kt^»  m  ^^^ter 
^kwJng  tka  ttUng  fi»ibo»  eiN^  jeor^  W94  tl^ey  hs^vf 
rtapyl  oorfdtraWc  yofits  fnm  this  trad<.  Theotber 
oi  thii  kind  U  «  ^Cr  Tonfr^t  a  Hu|e  di^Mi^  ^  thr 
tfo Kh9Cin4  vMdi  «M  weQtiif  ui  tb^  7ff«r.ltSi> 
bfot.tMfdoQ  €O0pfl^  and  a  Mr  Kod^Uk  MorifM»  ^!^ 
aiimofjiy»  a  aoMi  of  tn/MAve  a^ercamiie  nl^nyi*  ^|^  was 
•mkitakor  fop  the  hiuWing^  s^d  ^mwaiOft  heit^^w  WftW^ 
im  the  com|iao]r«  Dorlog  his  fuperiotendeocyi^  the  Afbifit 
fffOMl  .a  luoraiifo  hfwch  of  bii6iie6  <9t  the  coaap^i^;  bMI 
Im^  4iid  m  fiunmer  17914  and  Ska  afier  the  cooipaay  mm 
•4iAlvcdt  aod  the  houfe  and  ^pendi^es  feUl  to  a  Mr  Mi»^ 
^ijkl.  tmm  tihe  Ifle  of  Sksfu  This  geoilpmaa  has  not  had 
IkoitMniake  ooeh of  thefiflungatject  bttt^io^fgiiv^m^- 
abl^  a  fituation  ijar  that  hofioeis»  it  is  noc  l^  b^  dOuhtii4i  ^ 
he  will  foon  cxpericQce  the  fame  good  Aiceefi  with  hi^  pre? 
jimatSoKf^  Tho  heiriog  cored  in  this  conntiy  are  ftna  to  dif* 
jbisat  pw#CMf  moik  frequepdy  to  Leith  apd  Gveenocfc, 
where  they  iiitch  high  prices.  Some  are  likewlfe  ezponted 
to  bulandi  where  they  ur^all;  fell  ta  great  adTantage.  There 
h  a  fahoon  fiiiing ,  clofe  to  the  Tilbgei  on  the  river  of  UUa- 
pooL  There  are  alfo  other  two  faimon  fifliings  in  the  parift } 
«oe  at  Ittvitheli  end  the  other  at  Melkle  Groinard.  But 
Vot.JL  sN  the 
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the  qasntky  of  Mi,  cured  at  alllheft.thf«e fbmi  t«lMi  H^ 
gcthcKi  is  ttfiiiUy  liitk  more,  than  the  two  faift« 

ibadi  and  Bfi^.'^Tkm  im  aa  e«c|!HM^rfWddlm«ua 
Ullapool  and  the  town  of  >niQgw»U«  ^ii4M9fc4iip  (ilAia^r 
iTpa,  and  it  is  now  nearlj^.^niOifdA  <il.t||ftt»..Khnfrlatflly 
Milung  coidd  ix>  catricd.bvt  iA.iifieeifi.o»,h9i#^9i^  c«|f 
and  cafridges  (can  now  timel  with  the  ^nsateft  eafecand^evfe- 
dftion.  This  road  rowfifti  of  38  mici,  aDdh0i«eosilligffveni^ 
ment  aboot  4$  00 1,  indadliig  bridfes^i^if  iwUahiitjpne  mft 
be  a'  good  manf  in  its  courfe.  We  .are:iiifiameditMtfiiny«r 
foads  are  ibon  to  be  made  to  dtflmw.  etbotifiita  of  the 
XHghla&ds ;  which  are  mdeed  highly  neceflSuy.  '  Perhapra 
few  crofs  roads  would  be  alfo  proper  \  particulai4y  aoe  from 
Ullapool  >>  PoDew,  which  Iks  about: 30  ouics.fofithiWSftL/Df 
It.  And  If*  this  read  was  farther  extciKkd  from  iBoUenio 
Lothcflrronj  1>jr  the  ihorteft  cnt  that'coirid£e  ottBtnvtd^nit 
W'oald  be  of  vaft  fen^ce  to  the  Weft  HigynBdafitoigq 
rait  as  an  cafy  cammunication  wovld,  ^  thte 
«peiedi  fipao^one  pariih  to  aMiher)  and  the  goo^beSsfts  lof 
foch  a  road  wouM-^oc  -only  be  icAPall^thi  wa^om  IjogI^ 
broom  to  Glenel|^  but  wiae(|d44fo  ea|^i|d^«uaikeiniuKbi&ljrvaiid 
Ibe  Lmg  ^fiamtJ>4iM»m  cMtffc  road  from^fJUafMhtti Afin^ 
on  the  norths  #etold  be^kewSe  very  ufef ul.    •   :42ohi:T 

Mamifa9wteH  iMN«#raJir, '>l^^:(if^.  4Uj«fo  sntf  nfaAi^ 
ha^  taken  pUc»here  a&^\bileptiiiif|rtdning}dW)^iwhkk 
Ss  carried  on  upon-ii  ireiy  fmaU  t6^^  ^  twc»t4fui&o  ftnttas 
at  Ullapool,  merely  fcr^  the  pnrpoftf^dP%hMiaitP«W}fief. 
ment  to  a  few  idle  hands,-  Amamifaftore^M  a^krge  ftale^ 
that  could  ^^ploy  a  great  nmnber  t)f  people,  is  veUemenriy 
deiired.  ^Spme  thhik  thatf  a  foap  mamifiia^>re  WouUkbe^MMUh 
-to.  the  purpole  %  bat  the  gq^ral  mice  is  in  favour  of  a  wool- 
lea 


tifh  Society  fbraffiftlbcer^as  firivMe«dvaitVMia»»'wm  apdet* 
take  nothing  of  that  kind,  that  it  likely  to  be  produAive  of 
aMf  %3nell0ve  ^OM^^  lb  w«^  thtrdlibre  eamd&y  to  be«  fMh- 
•4  "ttttt  dia^^fteMlt^i^'^oekr  ^her  pMfiotk  g<kftleinen,i  aj 
kttve  atfinittCDise  itt^thtf^MMICfti'of^TpQhlic  mearureat  wmld 
ttl^tki#fkiateer«ti«Mlei^  oMiidenrtioni'^ad  pronftKtothe  efta^ 
Uft<0eM<if  rfeiitt  «fe6il>*ttaiMiiBavfe  forqKhe  ad?a^maent  of 
thip4ft£uil>uviUigeyawbialv  will  .othnmife  be  ii)  danger  of 
dnnidliiiK*  iotv  tvtlinig  j^4in*  Tiiough  the  fi&ii^/he  aa  jpc 
tlM'priiMl^  itiMllidlsot  liAig  botiiiroaly,iodiiccfuent  tafffij 
tlt^dl  WWapwiiltf  cflfcStotnieaferaaiirere  taken  to  eacouragi^ 
fatfcri ;  '•  This  plaee  is  poflcfled  of  tnam  of  tlMfe  natural  aik 
^^amtegcii  ^wiiidi  aie.re^miite  to  t^e  forujatiun  of  a  gpod  ma<* 
.  iii]fiiAitfii%»'towo*  Hcfo  ia  an  eac«dieiiftiharbaiir,  where  a 
grea»^iiiaker  of  ^«sficb  can.  lie  (afia  at  anchor^  as  vwellras  loa4 
an4>«nJ0a^'  >Thera  wa$ «  good  f^oay  ^i}t  in  i^  of.^lsm^  ^d 
ate  tairaaco  mit  ft  iiibcAnd  cafy>  Hem^aro  alfo  iei^al  bu%» 
dredicaea  of  veqr  go^dofoUf  ^wUcdk  aro  par^aUad.out  in  inui 
.«  fall  bf  the  lbcioiy»  for  giundcoa  and.  other  jiift6ilpMrfoi«a 
to  cbe  fetile«a»  Soma  ¥  it  i$  ledpiedm^  (Mbdi^J4ed«,io  t^ 
'Wy.akearijri  to>  vc^gieat>  piirf#lA,  A  lonr  o^hefttiUy 
JiMft  nttdmfcme  tery  £ne  f^dai%  wJaai^  j^ej  jcfsfx  ^4iy^ 
and  T»iot»ufefUropt^,.,A4WQing  to  liMa i^^iarg^^ i^^ 
of  pafture  ground^  which  wfll  fupport  a  number  oi  cattle  tor 
>tiiflaft^t  .Heae  ipu'alib  abiindaiice  of ^.ftm^  fev^hutdJogi'  and 
4iBMAQMitj(H>  At  ^  -little  dtftaMe  i  bcfidet;  jim  a4^ntage  of 
ftentf  ^fifotLfrom  anumber  of  gpod  peat  mo^ca^  wbi^  are 
9M^vm^  m^^i^f^  <^w>  .^d  alm9ft  <»e«UauJUbU.|tnmd  a 
XvrtXf,f^^mt^  \iP,9tgTW,  lervice  in,mo.iiii)g;m(ichigcry. 
To  all,lMc-|«lv;nit;igps  .vc^^juiy  ad«H;^bat,  if  ag^jl^qtJicwc  were 
WCOBcaasfU  M  MM«of  Wlttftry  diSiiliK^  wmg  Uic  peo- 


4^.  SuttjUmH^diamt 


Iftgt»  already  ovmHoned,  tliere  aMrlfb  many  MMtr  tetooh* 
in  Lochbroom,  that  it  would  be  tediotef^tanmMMtetkeRau 
Tbdb  fre  elueflj  to  fat  feftad'tmlMlb  fitewf  tte  MJHik^abd 
UftU  Lfchs^  and  aflofig  tbfc  ^eocft^af .  <ltfjiM». '  fli«^  ne^A 
T^b  >  bdongMg  f»  VIi9|itol  V  wMa^^ogetlMr  lAih  4  er  5 
more  balooging  to  the  fidiing  ftaifeiia  aa  ^I\iiittfir«aiid  Ife 
Martin,  j%a^fllOf  afadM  ^  'ftaoMHi. .  ^TtMBrnteitRiiRlMd  fcti' 
fm  here,  but  ^m»  k  Mieh  btfided^bdlirwt  UllfwIialnfrAe 

epffaflvatfida^£ the  lite.  ^ov 

-.-     /      -     '      -  '^  '  .       -     - 

.  Mh^rJrSpimp  «u*Thfcre  ii«  iMiannt^fprtftg  ^t  iMfelMlttV 
abp(i{  1  mOet  eatft  itf  lJllapool»  Wfakh  is  ihoo^  r<a%tfi0f  a» 
Terjr  fid?9briou$  qoalitf;  FB^h^>a  it  Mif  ImtaftefMlt-ibM* 
ti>  ceiitflia  powcvfei  virtues^  riiotigh  no  paiaslii^^att'fet  bMf 
tajbbii .  t#- 'aftertara  tiiein*  Sotfie  ihmimm  ^  ij,Cii\ll, Mfti ^  %M^ 
hapfyeared  10  pafs  tiiat  ^vray,  were  of  '0piDi<m  tUat  It  Wottfjl^'te' 
fenJioepble.in  conAtxtiptive  Mfti.  There iraimbM^teiii^MI 
f{urii^  i^oa  the  ]glabe»  bat  iinle  wikvuoAee^hsBHSeentda. 


fiui^i,  CsV— There  k  a  pretty  geed  %hhMkteK| 
was  Jpnlt  federal  years  ago.  It  wii»  lately  re|)ah^  and  tde^ 
ganti^  .feaied  at  the  exp^nce  of  tt^fteriMft.  39ie  mon^ 
ftipecid.  k  9^1  L  Sterling,  aod  the  glebe  is  wotiih  ^beut  30  V 
a  year.  There  k  befides  a  hrge  track  of  groiihd  iaortificd 
for  the  benefits  of  the*  ehurch,  worth  20 1,  a  fsar.  So  'Aat 
this.  liying  in  all  k. worth  1411.  Sterling  a  year.  iTbe-plre^ 
fept  Jnoumbent  is  Mr  Alexander  Stroaach.  Ht  tSaeketttie 
of  Cxofloarty  k  patron.    There  are  no  funds  lor  the  poor» 

bttt 


Imt  «Ait  aMfe  «*«»'4lM  MthlycailMBIfaiMf'  HUOk^in^flb 
ptoiBi  *re  »ety  triii^  m  AMt  9ean>iiftrce«tB0«MlBl^«» 
4I.  »«lie  pviii^kUKiik  And  ifWi  «o  iliik  «e  «Rdicd  » 
finr  ftdabarikfiM*»4«kbii>«pia«lier{MM»W  tfecpntfh^ 
•ItoMB^lriHifliHrlifcvetjtMvv       1 -  ■   ■    " 

Jtfn»-*^^Mt  jij«otIiMf«kqdawftar  Ites4ii  laiy  »rf  m  U  n 

ceded  by  a  farkt  #f  me»^  i«lB>  «*iito  fdMiMl^'^palifiid  ^ 
their  bufiaefr*  B«t  fiill  jtib  to  be  vcgrettcd^  that  the  fchool 
is.HDf  w«Mt  bMlAt^t5  ihrMMkitWu;^  lUl%^«irtIy 
td  %e^aicfiilMl  H  w^ftkfU  iat»m»4^t  In  tftHK  gttkdtAtf^ 
tiie  ^«ople^  irith  ic||hvd  t^evtiylinaiifhxyf-ilttratin^^^ 
yavdy  to  ilhe  iiriint  iof  due  ^acmatigmtm  tmA  tbUt  wlio 
ft]9iU4KiWd7<to>^oa(iote:ilieiinpv^^  irf  tle'^plb 
m  tUb.^inq^.t «  if -n  ignAMl  Ittid.  taFeil  tenied  <Mhph^t,«U(l: 
Akiiolnaimni  iMbt  wMi  ^oo  little  ^dbMigeomit  4d<mdft 

i»thci  fimtoetof  the  pMk,  flioiM  MMrlbr  ft  AuAi^lU 
tfiufce  ak^SieiEttidHAi^ tf*  fiAeMttsrfte^  ftkfftes  ifrew  iThere 
^M«W0{8tMtef  "ftlMcA  hrfllbrI»rifl^  wnt  «t  UllapM}^  ixsd. 
rOit  ^c^tlier^t  bMe  Sitatb.  That  nt  l^AafiiM'  hte  « iSbo^^  «f 
S5I.  a  yttir,  ^Ad  ii  IfMi)^  ttfftaiM  :b!F  a  |{o«d  Mtehei*  of 

«6hr6,  hiy  ^fiMi  fcrtatrif^rdahed  p^eMAidr^rfcty  9MSaf» 
htsBdestoidBfig Acrmigh'ifat ««t%.  The flhbotatSJKtfe^Mfh 
hoi  ^a  filaiy  of  1 2 1:  a  t^^i  ^^t^A  ^  ^^  1?H!^  t»^U  attended* 

Charaaer  mnB  iUImH^  'oftioi}/g.''Jt!ktpectp\c^actiti  gCtit- 
ral  hotklfft,  fdber,  aiid  Veft  df(|M>feA.  At  Ai\;ir1mtiab  anfl 
iniOTh|g»»hoifrttfcr;  thCf  too  trtttch  adhfcre  ttt  tht  feffly  of 
i^r  ^eisftoft.  'On  ihtiTe  oecifions  tfaeyliaTt  a  tdftom  of 
feaftiog  a  great  number  of  their  friends  and  neighbours,  and 

this 


49^  fffi^pfcjiiTiifliiwwj 

jniKce  of  poor  orploni^-attA'yoittig  W^^^^  ^chough  drtfb 
fcaflii  aoe  feldom  prahrfUf t  of ^iftyiqmttiNfc  ot  kttgBfaiH^ 
.tmr  anmiig  f1i«m.  ^  WMi'  n^ard:  16  tiielr  food,  "Bttk  and 
yoMOW  cDnakutetke  >rmcip«l»'^.'>^¥)it^  ato&'yeMs  'Oft 
piMuce  of'  tbe  k^doH  nde^  db^^  ttttin'4  Afficient  ftt}^ 
pif  ^mealt  md  thef  dfiiillfCjbafitf^QMfilleriMe  ^vunllt)^, 
«d  thftt  oftM  at  ao«tttUgh.Mto^  &<itt'ifdi& 
Ssat  by  moal-oioi^gei^  to  dMe  cmaitcf.  -'^    -^  ^  -• 

•    •  '  •  .  > 

:  Mvmagis  mi  DifgivmiiageTi  (9V.«4^Il'^a>«fjr  gi«aYad« 

tfiDg'£fliIiig'^D«t  oidy  contrHmt^  ndmtt  to  tft^ir  iii^f^^i  'Mtt 
aifii^talpa  dMai  to  pt7*their¥etttst  '^  MWi  honref^,  ^Uejr«c« 
]tt:^geMrail'riltaa«  >poor)  «ifd»^lfile;iBe'ilsrtd^hBiits^totfAi^Iu 
■!th!t  opiMfflo«»<<rf!^flM!  kttuttdllderr1^«^ 

ofotopeotde  tr^ioited  w  toiig^Mr  toMAiiii«fita^«r]Ukioftbm 
go«6  firvieo  in  tlM^^k)^  €M«HB«iiidfimMfi«^ 
.  Aad  tlitia  rhir  popidstite  of  4h«<^  4br«i#i>*l$  iib^  oe^  ri  ^feht 
as  might  be  expiefted  in  fuch  an  extent  of  territo^/Pii^Aci. 
other.  circumftance»  which  is  unfriendly  to  population,  is  the 
^^^tlffiog  of  &r«s  f(G¥  Aiiep  walksr  Ttfs  nMB^  d^^fibning 
bxs^been  introdd^d  latdjr  into  ittme  ^i  ofthit  parifli;  and 
pM^ed  the  occafion  of  reducing  to  hardihips  feveral  hcMieft 
famillcsy  who  lived  tolerably  happy  on^jthe  fruits  of  tj^r Jn- 
dygry  aii^ -^Higality.  Whoever  would- wi(h  to  fee  the  popin 
Ifltio^^of  this  country  flooriflting*  fhould  ilo  all  in  their  pdtl^ 
to  pot  a  ftop-to  the  flieep  traffic,  and  to  introduce  fnanii^c* 
Uires  amooig  the  people  Whole  diftrifts  j;^e  b^^eg  s4f«ady 
depopulated  by  the  introduAion  of  fhcep;(fa  Aat^-xwhtre 
formerly  hundreds  of  people  could  be  feen,  no  human  i^^^oes  are 
i|ow  to  be  met  with,  except  a  fliepherd  attended  by  hia  dog. 


It  has  been  fi»d^  J^onfiKm  thfit»tbffirffq»le'whe  an  difpoCi 
UBkiX  of '  tlKur  fari99»,d«||i^eattiich  iM0o^c»inlbrteibfy  asaliQ 
man«^)^i«e  fjm^yaeot,  tha&«i)te<tl|ey  trauld  dolMfiM^ 
SiU  wot|id  i^y  oot.'  be  ilil^inofr  hnitpf  >  if  mm9h£kate%  woe 
in^rodf}Ci^,^iflgipogthendtjf^.*?  -Aod  is  it  not  a  inartcrtof 
impprtaace  to  the  imion  to<eD€OQrage{H)pulatioa  in  the  High- 
lan^A  ,^  wiMf:».:Ai»:  o|Jtirac|>^ti.q£  ^hciicingdom  f .  fifefid|Do 
t})^e  inww9WPcifiiht  m^iS^i  ^ftfwple  of  iMhbroQm  mo 
gt  a  loiis  for  the  means  o(  .r/|i^yi«oMt  io^l9»«ftimi^thou^|fapr 
have  got  a  dergjman  to  the  vilkgei  and  are  befides  ibmifli- 
^4  YilJ),  t)u^  atq9biA8..fr<H»  Ahtvomgiilfteeiw  iliext^ 
b9H<it7.i  ItXiikah.  dfi^^«l(x>%e*pmai»  tiMreimghtto^berm 
^jiper4}wi  4' clergy 9P|$i^  la  order,  to. ;|ffi>rd tho.bMofifrQf  * 
Cbriftian  wovihipcaiid  ^(^blic  uOnKftiDa/to  d»o.iiiMojh0^df 
th^;Bepple..„<Ia  th^r  pie&iitcftaia  inap]r<^lil««itd<^nQb]ieao 
fy  vmh,  ;^one.  fisi^oo  ki.%  yc^r.  whick  it^ilfttdie  e«ft  wii% 
di4^cnli  yivts  diAmfl  iHti^boowg  ptriOMs.  Ift.iLocfataooiti 
iiikft^ ftrifciog eiff juaAaneetii ftt crowds  i9^i^1pevf^ ,sQmu% 
fgir4ibrift«¥iiff  SiidrnBOtiagpa  faw  a  diftaag e  pi  fawm>  i»a<f^ 
hi^.  by  feo^,  and  Jand^  .in  tbs  cime.ol  bQtfUrw»  tod  jm^ 

P^T^jkj/trf  lfi^t!^imfnt,^l£  thb  p^rifii  w«e  divided U»o,,,> 
dlftri£^^  ef oh  of  th^oL  would  (ontk  a  fiifficicsKitly  QKeDfivfit 

''^'•I%cre  was  a  Lint  Manupactukino  Station  cftaUidiiJ 
ht»,  ibme  tteie  ag« ,  b^Hi€  «6ard  of  Troftw*  for  fi&^iA^ited 
mapufaauf c$.  While  this  work  eontiwie.  u.  vws  of»  gMaidoR. 
vice  to  this  pariib,  but  it  has  be  en  long  fiocc  given  up.  The 
houfc,  where  the  fuperintendaht  lived,  ftands  at  the  end  oif"  the 
Mettle  1-och,  and  eoold  be  repaired  at  a  &iall  expentel  fB^ 
ta  be  occnpied  anm«  -    :  .,, 

t  The  clergyman  of  the  village  could  pcVfbrm  thePe'gW 
qiKes,  to  fuch  of  them  a«  are  contiguous  to  hiirfo*  TBUj^itfPSi 
pity  that  the  mimaer  of  the  parilh  Ihould  be  fo  fondly  tcnaciOM 
^f  his  dignity,  as  to  deny  this  indulgence. 


4r« 


ffffbndtwoof  4liife«ftriAii  WMf^kiilkwnklbtcMi* 
fiM«  tm  Uikfml  vAk^  camm,  rii  lijllmif  wywaiih  rf 

which  k  iqimtod  frM  the  UlkpMt  «iri»,  kf  M 
inckof  iDD&i  aioaiiuias,  ndMcfci.    fc  ihb  diOnft  Am 
atciyriribttf  6ooiattb|«Bd<b«i>cfthe>wiMiCtth«i^ 
^  coBcnnrtMe  of  the  |w»piiei»f^  aiads  kirif  a  very  lsii#- 
fhlA«0«pc  lo  ohMi»«  miflhtt  froA  Jiir  Soenrv  fit  Pm- 
f^gttlmg  CHmuTiAir  K|iowi4S»os»  hi  which  wt  mt%  faqr 
they  did  MC  ftoceccL  TheSocict)r»thMghpeiefled  of  anpfc 
Juads,  thmfc  it  aeccflcfy  to  flipalato  Cmt  thdr  nifioos^  teraK 
wd  coadiftiiiift  which  the  Highbnd  ppqpriMm  avc  lo  cMril- 
IhigtocMiplf  witb,thM  torn  of  tiMa  ave  likelf  lo  take  pbcc. 
It  hat  been  fiMd,  and  Qol  without  teafimi  that  the  fodety't  greatt 
tmAt  wawM  be  mart  prodoAive  of  good  aad  exteaiiw  oMb, 
if  Aqr  fttllod  thdr  miliom  iadepearieatlfoaaaf  ftipohitieai 
wjththcpvopvietonof  cAaiet}  atioduaeafiMhttpeofdeiai- 
juiiliilrlf  rca^g  the  benefit  of  a  adflon»  woild  fiiniiih  the 
iawaaboDt  wkh  tiie  »ofo  aceeftiy  ucoi«odatbiw5>  fiwh  at 
a  dwelling-hoiile  aod  a  place  of  worihipi  that  withnegawl  to  a 
glebe^  which  is  the  principal  obftni&ioB^  it  (hoald  oever«be 
infiftnrt  on  at  a  neee&rjr.  condition  for  the  eAaUiOimeot  of  a 
iBbfion.    In  fbme  cafes,  a  iniffioiiarjr  woeld  not  occupj  a 
glebe  though  he  had  it^  and|  in  oioft  places,  if  he  was  dif- 
pofcd  to  keep  a  few  cattlCi  h«  cOol4  always,  fo(  4  little  cent, 
obtain  grafs  fpr  themj  eltbfr  from  the  tcnaQtt  or  prpprictoff 
and  that  according  to  the  pieftnt  mode  of  fettling  mifions 
adopted  bj  the  Society,  thofe  places,  that  have  mod  peed, 
have  leaft  chance  of  being  provided  wiih  thfm*  Thr  Sweqr, 
however,  muft  have  good  reafons  for  their  proeetdlngt, 
though  it  is  to  be  regretted  that:  the  e^iCt^  ibpuld  that, 
thoQgh  contrary  to  their  iatentioB^  retard  the  oltje^k  they 
bate  ui  TMV  to    promote.    The  enlightening  of  thefe  be- 
nighted 


flighted  comerv/'  fer  ^  whofe*  Improv^ofefifc  tftfd  htppindb  ifilt 
jltous  intended  their  4Uki91  beqiieih,  h  m  o^e&^ff\ieh 
Itapntmot^  itskt  U^wntoib^bf^  wHlved  matteH  could'b^-ftu 
tied  OB  «  mere  fiivtmnibfe*  fodM^.  !»  H  h«*d  indeetf ;  'tbift'  if 
«  p0Of -Ignorant  fet  df  peof^  in  anoMtiire  corner^  HaVe  tlik 
misibrtone  to  be  under  a  niggardly  or  a  poor  proprietor,  that 
dbft  not  care  t  ArtMhg  f8f  tKeir  fouls  or  bodies  further' than 
i^  get  Ills  rents,  tbey'fhobid  fufftr  bn  that  account,  and  fcfe 
deprived  of  Hie  ble^gt  whiett'th^ir  fnore  feelmg  Chnftian 
bmhreh  ibtendM  Ihem/  The  $d  dlftrKl  of  Lochbroom 
might  comprehend  Hffk  Strait ,  Sfratifut/aifg^  tie  Lokb^  t9c. 
and  would  alio  ftand  in  need  of  a  miffion.  It  contains  about 
880  fouls.*'  The  4tlii,  and  the  laft  diftrift,  might  comprehend 
the  reft  of  this  pariCb,  viz.  Meikle  Strath,  and  other  pBides 
contiguous  to  dxe  parift  churchy-  nrhich  confift  of  abont'j^^o 
fouli 

t^nttgiSttff.^Here  h^ay  be  feen  the  ruins  of  feveral  old  f<fr- 
tificatfons.  But  the  tfWftions  concerning  them  are  fo  ▼arious 
and  doubtful,  that  'nothing  certahi  can  be  determirted  with 
regard  to  their  original.  In  an  Ifland,  on  the  fouth-weft  of 
this  pariih,  may  be  feen  two  large  coves,  one  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  ffiand,  and  the  other  on  the  footh.  That  on  the 
'  north  would  be  fuftcii!ntly  large  for  50  men,  either  to  flfe^'Br 
Be  down  in.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  inhabited  by  a  Po{fflli 
prielt;  who  ufed  to  Ihift  his  quarters  from  one  cove  to  ano. 
tlier,  as  the  weather  dire£le4.  It  ftill  retains  the  name  of 
Pf^e/I  IJland. 

Vtb-X.  3O  NUM- 
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PARISH    OF    KIRKOSWALD. 

CCounty  and  Prejbytery  of  Ayr. — Synod  of  Glafgwf 
and  Ayr.) 

My  ih$  Reverend  Mr  MaTTHBW  Biggar,  Minifiir  of  ibai 


Origm  of  the  Name, 

THE  common  tradition  concerniDg  the  name  of  this  po- 
rilb^  carries  us  to  far  into  the  dark  ages  of  the  Scotch 
Hiftory,  that  it  will  not  be  very  ioterefling  to  the  public. 
The  tradition,  however^  which  has  been  handed  down  for 
near  thefe  200  years^  is  as  follows ;  During  the  heptarchj 
in  England,  the  King  of  Northumberland  was  (lain  in  battle^ 
and  his  army  routed  by  a  neighbouring  prince.  Oswald, 
the  king's  eldeft  fon,  having  made  his  efcape  from  the  field 
of  battle,  fled  to  the  king  of  Scots,  by  whom  he  was  moft 
favourably  received,  and  raifed  to  the  command  of  his  armies. 
Some  time  after,  Qfwald  }ed  the  Scots  army  againft  the 
Strathcltryde  Britons,  with  whom  the  king  was  at  war,  and 
both  armies  came  in  fight  of  each  other  near  this  place.  Upon 
the  day  before  the  battle,  Ofwald  made  a  vow,  that  if  he 

fiiould 

*  It  deferves  to  be  recorded,  to  the  hononr  of  this  worthy 
clergymani  that  his  flatiftical  account  was  drawn  up  under  all 
the  difadvantages  of  blindnefs,  which  has  not  however  impair, 
cd  his  energy  of  mind,  or  damped  his  zeal,  for  promoting  the 
good  of  his  coontry. 


fixbttM  obtain  the  tiftory,  he  would  build  a  church  upoti 
tke  ficM  of  battte.  Vlftory  hating  declared  in  hU  favour, 
he  performed  hU  vow^  and  gave  his  otrn  name  to  the  church* 
The  veffigcs  of  a  fmall  circular  camp  aboift  half  an  Euglifli 
mile  to  the  fouth,  and  the  great  number  of  large  whin  or  muir 
fiones  that  were  lately  ftanding  about  200  yards  to  the  eaft, 
of  this  placC)  in  fuch  a  form  as  might  give  reafon  to  fnppofe 
that  thofe  who  fell  in  the  battle  were  buried  there,  are  cir- 
cumRances  which  ieem  to  confirm  the  tradition.  Some  time 
after,  OTwald  got  poffeffion  of  his  fathcr^s  kingdom ;  and^ 
being  zealous  for  the  eftabli(hment  of  Chriftianity,  and  very 
friendly  to  the  clergy,  was,  after  his  death,  canonized  as  a 
Saint.  It  is  well  known  thati  within  the  anticnt  kingdom 
of  Northumberland,  there  is  a  town  called  Kirkofwald^  after 
this  king.  In  this  town  there  is  an  annual  fair  Upon  the  fifth 
day  of  Auguft ;  and  there  has,  for  time  immemorial,  been 
a  fair  in  this  place  on  the  fame  day.  This  fa£l  feems  alfo  to 
countenance  the  above  tradition. 

Situation^  MreBion,  ExU/tt,  and  ProfpcBs.^Hht  parifli  is 
lituated  in  that  diftriA  of  Ayrfbire,  called  Carrick,  and  in 
the  prelbytery  of  Ayr-  Prior  to  1652,  the  extent  of  this 
parilh  was  confiderably  larger  than  it  is  at  prefcnt.  At  that 
time  the  parifli  of  Barr  was  erefled  from  the  high  and  dif- 
tant  parts  of  the  parilhes  of  Girvan,  Dailly,  and  Colmonel. 
To  make  up  what  was  taken  from  the  pariflics  of  Dailly  and 
Girvan,  a  confiderable  track  of  land  upon  the  north-weft  fide 
of  the  water  of  Girvan,  amounting  to  a  fourth  part  of  this 
pariih,  was  annexed  to  Dailly  and  Girvan.  The  greater 
part  by  far  of  the  proprietors  lands  have  been  exactly  mca- 
ftired  %  and  by  taking  the  mean  length  and  breadth  of  the 
whole,  there  appear  to  be  near  1 1000  Scots  acres.  The  fea. 
coaft  of  the  parifli  from  north  to  fouth  is  fix  Engliih  miles ; 

the 
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the  greater  part  of  which,  is  a  fandjr  beacfa^  with  a  beaDtifU 
and  rich  carpet  of  grafti  to  the  very  fea^mark.  FmniI'  every 
part  of  this  coaft  there  is  a  beaatifiil  pvofpeft  of  the  Frith 
of  Clyde^  land-locked|  as  it  were,  on  all  fides,  bj  the  coaft 
of  Cunningham,  ifland  of  Bute,  iiland  of  Arras,  Kintyre» 
the  coaft  of  Ireland^  and  the  coaft  in  the  pariQies  of  lUrkom^ 
Ballantrae,  Colmoncl,  and  Girvafl.  The  ftene,  varied  hj 
the  different  height  and  appearance  of  the  above  coafts>  ^ith 
the  many  ftnall  iflands  ioterfperfed  along  them,  renders  the 
whole  view  moft  delightfaU  What  adds  to  the  beauty  and 
grandeur  of  the  profpeA,  is  the  noble  rock  of  MJih  fet 
down  in  the  middle  of  the  Frith.  This  coaft  commands  the 
Mareft,  moft  diftinA,  and  regular  view  of 'this  rock.  In  a 
clear  day,  it  is  eafy  to  difcern  the  remains  of  a  caftle  upon  it, 
with  ieveral  roads  diverfified  by  fpots  of -verdure.  It  ftands, 
in  a  circular  form,  about  15  EngliOi  miles  from  the  (hore, 
and'beiongs  to  the  Earl  of  Caffllis  *. 

The  half  of  this  coaft  towards  the  north  is  very  favour* 
able  for  fea-bathtng  ;  partly  becaufe  the  Tea  gradually  deep* 
ens  for  a  confiderable  way,  while  the  bottom  is  perfcAIy 
clear  of  all  rocks  and  ftones.  ^  but  .chiefly  faecaoTe  it  lies  at 
a  confiderable  diftance  from  any  tre(h  water,  being  8  miles 
fbuth  from  the  river  of  Poon,  and  4  miles  north  from  that 
of  Girvao.  At  prefent  the  principal  inconvenience  for  bath- 
ing, is  the  want  of  proper  habitations. 

.    Ecclffiajical  $Me.^Thc  King  is  patron  of  the  pariflbt. 

Ibfi 

*  Thongli  it  be  always  ftateJ  as  belonging  to  the  patifh  of 
Datlly,  being  annexed  to  a  Barony,  the  property  of  the  Eari 
of  CufGllis,  m  that  parifh,  yet  the  Xackfmen  of  it  have^  from 
time  immemorial,  refidcd  injfjbis  panflu 

f  The  prefent  incumbent  was  ordained  QOober  ;th  1752. 

Mr 
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Thttfiipeod  of  this  parifli  is  in  mooejr  33U  5*  ad  Sterling; 
for  coaunuDion  elements  3I.  6s  8d  Sterling;  in  meal  43 
boUs  I  firlot;  and  in  bear  20  bolls  and  3  firlots :  Therebalfo 
a  glebe  confiding  of  i  acre  3  roods  of  natural  meadow^  and 
4  acres  of  arable  ground,  exclufive  of  the  fite  of  the  manle^ 
the  offices,  and  the  garden.  The  decreet  of  locality  and  mo- 
dification for  the  above  fiipends,  was  given  in  the  year  1650. 
About  two  years  ago,  a  decreet  of  augmentation  was  obtain- 
ed for  25  1.  Sterling  additional  fiipend.  It  is  uncertain 
when  the  old  church  of  Kirk<^wald  was  bnilt.  b  feems  to 
have  undergone  many  alterations.  It  ftands  in  a  very  low 
fituation,  furrounded  by  a  very  large  burying  place,  which 
is  walled  in.  *In  1777  a  new  church  was  built  upon  a  rifiog 
ground,  a  yery  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  former,  fit  to  hold  800 
hearers,  from  a  plan,  and  under  the  direAion,  of  David  Earl 
of  CaffiUiSf  who  is  refident  proprietor  of  above  two^thirds 
of  the  parifh ;  and  it  is  confidered  as  one  of  the  neateft 
churches  in  this  country.  This  church  is  68  feet  by  31 
within  the  walls,  having  a  gallery  in  each  end,  and  an  aifle, 
with  a  fire  room,  finilhed  at  the  expence  of  the  Earl  of  Ca<^ 
fiUis,  and  which  he  is  obliged  to  keep  up.  The  prefeat 
manfe  was  built  in  the  year  1770,  upon  a  plan  by  Thomas 
Earl  of  GaffiUis,  and  is  a  very  neat  and  convenient  houfe. 
There  were  never  any  feceders  in  this  parifh  till  the  year 
1 790,  when  <Mie  family  came  from  Beitb,  of  the  burgher  per- 
fuafion. 

Mr  CvFptBSi  his  immediate  predeceflbr^  was  ordained  In  1720, 
of  whom  this  particular  circmnftance  is  recorded,  that  he  was 
the  firft  minifter  in  Scotland,  who,  according  to  the  ad  of  Af- 
femblyy  gave  in  his  letter  of  acceptance  to  the  preibytery,  with 
the  Crown  prefentation.  His  predecefTor,  Mr  Adam,  who  was 
the  firft  minifter  after  the  re-eftablifliment  of  prefbjtery,  was 
ordained  in  1694.  The  laft^EpSfcopal  minifter,  Mr  Claud  Ha- 
milton, was  appointed  here  in  1670,  and  retired  to  Maybole  in 
1691. 
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a€b$$L-^tbatc  15  ail  eftsMiflied  fthoolmsfter,  with  t  lalafjr 
of  &o  more  than  loo  merks  Scotch,  which  is  bjr&rtoo 
fmalli  at  he  enjoys  do  oeher  advantage  whatever,  except  the 
wages  be  receiires  from  his  A:hoIarS)  together  with  the  emo* 
laments  of  feffioo  clerk  and  precentor :  He  is  obliged  to 
rent  his  dwdling  hoofe  and  garden^  The  heritors  pay  rent 
Car  a  fchoolbottfe.  As  the  moft  popnlous'  parts  of  tlie  pa- 
ridi  are  at  the  diftance  of  four  milesi  it  is  very  inconvenient 
for  young  children  to  attend  the  public  fchool.  Private 
fcboob  are  therefore  kept  in  thefe  parts  of  the  parifli. 

p0pii£i/fo^.«— As  this  article  k  moft  important  and  edential 
in  ftatiftical  accounts,  it  demands  peculiar  attention.  There 
has  been  preferved  an  old  feffion  regifter,  conducted  with 
great  eitadnefs,  from  1611  to  1661,  and  from  1694  to  the 
prefeiit  day.  The  following  is  an  extradk  from  Dr  Webfter's 
account  of  the  popolation  in  1755  :  <  The  number  of  fouls 
«  in  Kirkofwald  is  1168,  number  of  fighting  men  from  the 
•  age  of  I ^  to  56  is  233.'  From  thefe,  and  a  careful  infpcc- 
tion  and  vUitation  of  thoparith  in  179 1  and  1792,  the  po<* 
polation  of  the  parifh  at  different  periods  may  be  afcertaincd^ 
On  the  ninth  of  February  1640,  the  fdemn  league  and 
covenant  was  fwom  to,  and  fubfcribcd  by  the  inhabitants  of 
this  pari(h.  The  original  was  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the 
lAinifker,  Mr  John  Burne,  and  a  copy  infcrted  in  the  records 
of  the  kirk  fcfEon.  This  copy  is  flill  extant.  From  it  we 
learn  that  the  parifh  contained  precifcly  300  males,  who 
were  difpofed  and  qualified  to  engage  in  this  tranfa^on. 
Fifty-eight,  including  tlie  nuoifter,  fubfcribed  their  own 
names  ; — 242,  with  their  hands  at  the  pen,^  authorifed  pu- 
blic notaries  to  fubfcribe  for  thenu  Suppoling  the  number 
who  fubfcribed  to  comprehend  only  the  males  above  20^ 
the  population  at  that  time  muft  have  been  little  Inferior  to 

what 


what  it  ia  at  preient.  Bot  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  the 
extent  of  the  .parifli  is  now  dimioifhed  one  fourth  by  the  a- 
bove  mentioQcd  aniKxatioa  to  Ginraa  and  JDailly ;  amd  that 
probably  fotne  males  below  20.  would,  of  themfelves,  be  am« 
bitious,  or  prompted ., by  others,  to  enroll  their  names  in  fo 
popular  a  deed  ;  Accordingly,  we  (hall  afterwards  find  rea* 
fan  to  conclude,  that  the  inhabitants  are  now  a  fifth  part 
ITiore  numerous  than  they  were  a  century  and  a  half  ago. 
In  1720,  at  Mr  Gupples*  ordination,  it  appears  from  the  re- 
gifter  of  the  pariOi,  that  the  popplatioo  aaiounted  nearly  to 
1 16S  fpuls,  being  exa£kly  the  fame  number  as  in  Dr  Webfter^s 
account :  Confe^uently  the  population  of  the  parifli,  firom 
1720  to  1755)  ^ppc^i's  to  have  been  almoft  Aationaiy^  In  4hft 
year  1 791,  the  inhabitanu  were  niimbered,<and  it  was  found^ 
that,  during  the  laft  40  years,  they  had  increafed  167.  Thf 
refixlt  of  this  enumeration  may  be  fpecified  at  follows : 

Number  of  males      *      643  Num.  of  fouls  between  10 

., ■  females           692  and  20            -            2^4 

—   — T— ao&  5a  516 

Total  number  of  fouls     1335  ■    ^ SO&70  153 

Married  perfons                392  j.    30  &  90     44 

Widows  and  widowers       65  ,  ,  ,    . 

Num.  of  fouls  below  10   358  133^ 

There  are  at  prefent  no  remarkable  inftances  of  longevity. 
The  oldeft  man  in  the  parifli  is  not  above  87.  But  during 
the  laft  ten  years,  feveral  have  died  confidcrably  above  90. 
The  following  table  exhibits  an  abftrad  of  the  parochial  rew 
gifter  of  marriages,  baptifms,  and  burials,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  regifterof  eacht  to  the  ift  pf  January 
179x9  ^ith  the  annual  average  for  every  ten  years^  fraOions 
omitted* 

Tabic 
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Tabkcf  Marriages,  ^c* 


Yon. 


From  14.    x6q±1 
Auk.  CO       ."^7  > 
I.JM.       »7oO 
I7II 
1721 
1731 
1741 
1751 
1761 
1771 
1781 
1791 


BCar- 

AbmwI 

B»p. 

Aooad 

Butiil*. 

AdbbU 

rUges, 
0 

avenge 

tiflDf. 

iTerife. 

avenge. 

7 

\66 

23 

From  Maith 

82 

8 

281 

26 

i«.SfM«  to 

Jan.  I.  1731. 

III 

It 

334 

33 

v^vx^ 

96 

9 

388 

38 

261 

i6 

10s 

10 

33-: 

33 

271 

a? 

114 

II 

3*^7 

3<S 

271 

27 

90 

9 

384 

38 

238 

23 

lOI 

10 

378 

37 

*»5 

ao 

lOJ 

10 

35  ^ 

35 

l82 

18 

96 

9 

3-.- 
33S' 

37 

239 

23 

950 

1667 

Divj/icSn 


*  In  the  aboTe  account  of  niarriagef»  thoie  are  excliid«dp 
which  probably  were  not  confmnmated  in  this  parifli.  Theie^ 
doring  the  conrfe  of  the  above  period*  amount  to  191.  Di- 
viding the  baptifim  by  the  marriages,  ezclufive  of  the  above 
191,  the  averaee  of  births  from  each  marriage  is  only  from  3  to 
4,  or  fully  7  births  for  every  2  marriages.  But,  as  in  the  table 
of  birthsi  the  froit  of  thofe  marriages,  which  were  celebnued 
in  other  parilhes,  and  confommated  here,  is  included  ;  it  may 
perhaps  be  proper>  in  comparing  the  marriages  and  births,  to 
include  alfo  thofe  marriages  which  were  celebrated  here,  and 
confummated  in  other  pariflies.  If,  then,  this  be  done,  by  add- 
ing the  above  191  to  the  marriages,  the  average  of  births  from 
each  marriage  will  be  from  4  to  5.  Subtrafting  the  burials 
from  the  baptifms,  the  total  furplus  of  baptifms  is  908,  for  the 
laft  70  years,  which  amounts  nearly  to  1 3  annually.  As  the 
population  has,  during  that  time,  only  increafed  167,  the  total 
emigration  is  74I1  and  the  annual  average  nearly  lo. 
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Drwfion  attd  Otcupathns  of  the  LiiaUtatits.'^There  are  280 
inhabited  houfes  la  the  parifli,  each  containiog  from  i  to  17 
fouls;  and  at  an  average  alxnoft  51.  Of  8  heritors  only  4  arc 
refident.  Of  tBefe  the  Earl  of  Caffillis,  who  is  proprietor 
ef  more  than  two^thirds  of  the  parifli,  is  the  principal. 
The  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  farmers,  who  poflets  at 
aD  average  about  130  acres  of  grannd.    The  leafes  are  all  for 

19  years.  In  the  tacks  aiignees  are  excluded,  and  fome- 
times  the  power  of  fubCbtting.  The  number  of  tenants  it 
76;  of  fubttnants  26. 

All  perfonal  fervices  from  the  tenant  to  the  proprietor  are 
entirely  aboliflied,  except  the  leading  of  coals  to  the  mafter  1 
and  in  each  tack  the  particular  quantity  the  tenant  is  bound 
to'lead  is  fpeeified. 

Servants  of  every  defcription  do  not  exceed  120.  The 
females  are  rather  more  numerous  than  the  males.     About 

20  of  both  fexes  are  employed  in  domeftic  fervices ;  the  reft 
in  managing  the  dairy  and  farm.  The  balk  of  them,  being 
unmaiTied,  eat  in  their  mafters  houfes  $  and,  at  an  average^ 
the  males  receive  6 1.  and  the  females  3 1.  Sterling,  ^r  annum. 
About  14  male  fervants  ar«  married,  and  live  with  their  own 
families.  Thefe,  at  an  average,  receive  5  l.  a-year,  and  are 
allowed,  by  their  mafters,  a  houfe  and  yard,  <^\  bolls  of  meal 
yearly,  a  milch  <ow  maintained  fummer  and  winter,  and  the 
growing  of  a  few  potatoes  \  all  which  renders  their  ftate  more 
comfortable,  and  their  continuance  in  their  matter's  fervice 
more  certain  than  thofa  of  the  unmarried  fervants  *•  Cot- 
tagers are  in  number  109,  and  rent  from  the  farmer  a  houfe 

and 

*  So  fmall  a  nnmb.er  oi  labouring  fervants  is  not  adequate 
to  the  half  of  the  labottr.  The  remainder  is  performed  partly 
by  the  farmers  themfelves  and  their  families,  and  partly  by 
cottagers. 

Vot.  X.  3  P 
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and  jard  at  x  L  pit  anntun^  a  cow's  grafs  at  1 1.  piir  annum^ 
ani  an  acre  or  two  of  laod»  for  which  they  pay  fomethiog 
more  than  the  principal  tack  duty.  Some  of  them  are  bound 
to  work  for  their  mafter  during' the  harveft,  for  which  they 
i:cccive  the  fee  ufual  in  the  country ;  others  are  bound  to 
>«:ork  during  the  winter  half  year«  and  receive  their  meat  in 
the  houfe :  During  the  remainder  of  the  year,  they  are  em- 
ployed with  the  other  cottagers  in  ditching  and  dyke  build* 
iiigt  and  other  labours  of  hufbandry.  There  is  one  particu- 
lar f))ecies  of  labour  begun  to  be  pradtied  in  this  country* 
called  Jobbing.  The  farmers  let  the  whole  threffaing  of  their 
crop  to  thcfe  cottagers  at  lod.  per  boll,  as  it  meafures  when- 
cleared  of  the  chaiF.  They  alfo  let  the  cutting  down  of 
their  whole  crop  from  4  s.  to  5  s.  per  acre  ;  and  the  mowing 
of  their  hay  at  i  s.  6  d.  per  acre.  Tradefmen  and  £(hermen, 
who  have  a  perm$uient  abode  in  the  part(fa,  with  one  grocer* 
amount  altogjSther  to  73*  and  inhabit  59  houfes. 

Thus*  at  the  end  of  July  1 792,  the  divifion  and  occupa- 
tions of  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifli  might  be  ftated  as  foU 


Total  inhabited  houfes 

280 

houfeSm 

4  Heritors  and  families  occupy 

4 

76  Tenants        .            •            .            - 

74            1 

26  Subtenants          .             •            . 

26 

14  Servants  (not  domeftics) 

14 

105  Cottagers          •            .            - 

los 

16  Weavers        -        -        - 

12 

2  Gardeners,  with  6  journeymen 

2 

6  Blackfmiths           -            ^            - 

5 

5  Cartwrights         -          -          -           - 

3 

I  Ship-carpenter         -            -            - 

I 

5  Joiners        -            -            -           - 

3 

.    6  Shoe- 

tf  Kirhfwald. 
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houfis. 

6  Shoemakers 

... 

4 

4  Millers 

.           .           . 

4 

4  Taylors 

... 

4 

1  Grocer 

•          .           • 

I 

1 8  Fifhcrmcn  and  feamen 

14 

4  Miners 

-           .           - 

4 

Total        .  -  -  .  -        280 

Among  the  above  number  are  feven  Ikenred  retailers  of 
ale  and  Britifli  fpirits.  There  is  one  liceniied  retailer  of 
wine  and  foreign  fpirits,  who  refides  in  the  village.  One 
poft  chaifeis  kept  here  for  hire ;  A  diligence  goes  three 
times  a-week  between  Ayr  and  Portpatrick,  which  changes 
horfes  at  Kirkofwald.  Forty  years  ago,  there  was  no  com- 
munication between  this  place  and  Ayr»  the  head  town  of 
the  county,  but  by  a  riding  poft  on  Tuefdav,  and  a  foot  poft 
on  Thurfday  :  No  carrier  whatever  paflcd  by  this  to  Ayr. 
Some  families  in  this  part  of  the  country,  connected  wltfi. 
the  Courts  of  Seffion  and  Exchequer,  gave  ibme  bufinefs  to 
a  carrier  from  Maybolc  to  Edinburgh  once  a  fortnight.  Now 
a  riding  poft  from  Ayr  to  Girvan  pafTes  this  place  every 
day.  Two  carriers  with  carts  pafs  once  a  week  from 
Girvan  to  Ayr  \  and  one  carrier  from  Girvan  to  Glafgow 
once  a  week.  To  all  this  is  to  be  added,  th|it  poft  horfes 
and  chaiics  are  ready  at  all  times  at  Girvan,  Maybole,  and 
this  place,  together  with  the  above  mentioned  diligence. 

Surface,  Soil,  ^c.  faj*^.— The  furface  is  hilly.  The  hills, 
except  m  two  places,  called  Mochrum  and  Craigdow,  never 
rife  to  any  confiderable  height.  Near  Mochrum,  there  is  a 
loch  which  covers  24  Scots  acres,  and  another,  apparently 

as 
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as  largCi  near  Craigdow.  Thefe  lochs  either  do  not  aboonci 
in  fiihy  or  the  fiOiings  are  totally  oegleAed.  From  them,  and 
from  numberlefs  fprings  which  rife  out  of  every  hill,  flow 
many  fmall  ftreams,  which  wander  through  the  parifli,  and 
afford  abundance  of  pure  water.  Except  the  very  tops  of 
Mochrum  and  Craigdow,  and  a  few  fpots  of  mofsj  the  whole 
pari  I  isarablci 

There  is  little  or  no  natural  wood  in  the  parifli.  But  the 
wants  of  this  is  happily  fupplied  by  the  plantations  made  by 
the  Earl  of  CaffilUs  and  Sir  Adatn  FerguiTon.  The  former 
haS|  within  thefe  few  years,  planted  upon  his  eftate,  and  efpe. 
cially  in  his  policy,  560  acres ;  and,  notwithftanding  their 
proximity  to  the  Sea,  the  trees  are  exceedingly  thriving. 
Sir  Adam  FergufTon,  on  that  part  of  his  eftate  in  this  parifli 
which  lies  on  the  north  (ide  of  the  water  of  Girvan,  and  op. 
pofite  to  his  feat  of  Kilkerran,  ha^  planted  240  acres,  all  of 
which  are  in  the  moft  thriving  condition.  The  foil  of  the 
pari(h  is  different.  The  difference  in  t^e  kind  of  foil  is  mark- 
cd  nearly  by  the  great  poft  road  from  Ayr  to  Girvan,  which 
pafles  through  the  whole  length  of  the  parifli  from  N.  to  S. 
Between  this  road  and  the  feaofliore,  comprehending  about 
4000  acres  of  land,  the  foil  is  generally  a  very  rich  loam, 
mixed  with  a  confiderabie  quantity  of  clay.  There  are  few 
or  no  banks  of  fand,  and  the  land  is  dry,  and  favourable  for 
paflure  or  the  plough,  even  to  the  fea-mark.  To  the  fouth 
and  eafl  of  the  above  poft  road,  the  ground  rifes  conCder. 
ably ;  the  foil  is  more  light,  upon  a  free-flone  bottom,  inter- 
mixed alfp  with  fome  clay ;  and  is  upon  the  whole  more 
wet  than  the  land  towards  the  fliore. 

State  pf  Agriculture. — Notwithflanding  the  advantages  of 
foil,  and  other  circumftanceSj  this  parifli  was,  forty  years  ago, 
generally  in  a  wild  and  uncultivated  ftate.    Indeed,  theve 

wei« 
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were  fcvcral  inclofurcs,  and  fomc  very  fine  old  trees,  abdtot 
Cullean  Caftlc.  But  the  fences  were  moftly  of  ftone«  Of 
thcfe  inclofuresy  the  moft  remarkable  was  that  called  the  Cow 
Park  of  Culleani  containing  about  50  acres,  which  had  been  in 
pafture  for  two  hundred  years,  yet  there  is  not,  to  this  day, 
to  be  feen  in  it  the  fmalleft  fpot  of  fog.  There  was  alfo  the 
park  of  Tamberry,  containing  about  460  acres,  which  was 
inclofed  with  ftone  about  the  beginning  of  the  century,  and 
has  been  in  pafture  ever  fince  *•  All  the  reft  of  the  parifh 
was  then  perfeAIy  open,  except  the  tenants  kail  yards,  which 
were  fenced  in  a  very  coarfe  manner,  with  land  ftones  and 
turfy  and  the  greater  part  without  any  planting.  The  te- 
nants yards  on  the  coaft  were  fenced  with  an  earthen  dyke. 
On  this  was  planted  ader,  (or,  according  to  the  vulgar  name^ 
bountree,)  which  thrives  exceedingly,  affords  great  fhelter, 
and  is  difliked  by  all  cattle  and  iheep.  This  almoft  total 
want  of  planting  and  inclofures,  gave  a  dreary  look  to  the 
whole  parifli. 

The  tillage  and  pafture  lands  were  under  equally  bad  ma- 
nagement. The  farms  upon  the. (hore,  the  richeft  part  of 
the  parifh,  were  then  of  great  extent,  each  containing  above 
aoo  acres.    The  farm  houles,  pleafantly  fituated  near  the 

fhorcj 

*  About  fifty  years  ago,  the  late  Mr  Gilbert  Blane  of  Blanq- 
field,  began  to  inclofe  by  ditch  and  hedge,  and  made  a  conG- 
derable  extent  of  fences  in  that  way,  moft  of  them  double  ;  and 
in  the  fpace  between  the  double  fences,  he  planted  a  great  many 
foreft  trees.  But  fuch  was  the  general  averfion  which  the 
country  people  then  had  to  improvements  of  that  kind,  that  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  preferve  them  from  being  pulled  out 
and  deftroud ;  fo  that  few  of  thefe  inclofures  are  now  ufeful, 
and  little  of  the  planting  remains. 

Mr  Blane  was  likewiie  the  firft  perfon  in  the  parifli  who  in- 
troduced the  improvement  of  land  by  lime,  and  gave  an  expe- 
rimental proof  that  the  moft  barren  heath  could,  by  means  of 
that  manqre,  be  converted  in  a  very  Ihort  time  into  c^ceUeat 
pafture. 
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^ortj  had  roond  diem  ^bout  30  or  40  acres  of  croft  ground. 
The  reft  of  the  farms  went  back  to  the  higher  grounds  of 
the  parifli,  and  was  called  out- field.     Their  croft  land  had 
been  immemorially  in  ti\lagei  without  one  year's  reft.     They 
commonly  minured  the  third  part  of  it  with  fea-weed,  which 
they  carried  upon  horfes  backs  (for  not  one  tenant  lathe 
parifti  had  a  iingle  cart)  during  the  three  months  of  winter. 
At  candlemas  they  ploughed  it  down.     In  the  beginning  of 
JMay  they  gave  it  another  fur^  and  then  fowed  bear  upon  it« 
This,  by  the  moft  intelligent,  was  followed  with  only  one 
crop  of  oats,  and  then  with  a  crop  of  peafe  j  and  the  fea- 
weed  fucceeded  the  peafe  crop.     Part  of  their  croft  ground 
was  alfo  manured  with  dung,  which  they  fowed  with  bear, 
any  time  between  Wbitfunday  and  the  end  of  May.     They 
were  accuftomed  to  manure  fuch  parts  of  their  out-field  land 
as  they  wiflicd  to  plough,  by  incloiing  their  cattle  upon  it 
in  folds.    Jrom  the  land  thus  manured,  they  general^  took 
four  crops  of  oats.     It  was  obferved  that  the  crop  was  always 
firongeft  on  thofe  parts  of  the  field,  on  which  the  earth  that 
had  compofed  the  fold  dyke  was  fpread.     The  ftme  mode 
of  culture  took  place  in  the  higher  grounds,  to  the  fouth  of 
what  is  now  the  poft  road.     In  proccfs  of  time,  they  began 
to  fpread  lime,  which  they  brought  on  horfes  backs  from 
the  parifti  of  Dailly,  upon  their  folds.     They  ufually  gave 
«bout  20  bolls  to  the  acre,  reckoning  2  bufhels  of  Ihells  to 
the  boll.     From  the  ground  there  n^anurcd,  they  took  five 
crops  of  oais.    They  ^Ifo  began  to  improve  their  croft  land 
with  lime,. by  fowing  with  the  hand,  immediately  after  they 
had  fown  their  peafe,  half  a  boll  of  flaked  lime  to  every  half 
peck  of  peafe. 

About  twenty  years  ago,  the  hufbandry  of  this  parifti  un- 
derwent  a  total  and  happy  revolution.  The  farms  were  con- 
fiderably  dtmtniflied  in  extent,  the  boundaries  were  properly 

ftraighted, 
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ftraighted, and^hey  began  t&be  ihclofed  sttfdvrnbdiVMid  w(^ 
ditch  and^  hedge.     Almoft,  in  xht  conrie  of  ten  jtM^  t6^ 
farms  in  the  whde  parifhi  were  thus  incldfed  and  dliidMi 
The  (heep  were  entirely  baniOied  ;  and  inftead  of  five  or  QA 
mean  looking  horres,  every  fanner  got*  four- h'orftSy  each  of 
them  equal  in  ftrcngth  and  value- to  two  of  their  former  ones, 
with  a  cart  horfe  to  each.  Sir  Thomas  Kennedy,[aftcrwards  Earl 
of  CaffiUis,  took  the  lead  in  this  improved  mode  of  agricul- 
ture.   He  enlarged,  to  a  great  extent,  the  farm  and  p«>iicy 
about  Gullean-Gaftle,  and  placed  tthedireAion  of  the  whole 
tinder  the  deceafed  Mr  Foufis,   who  lived  near  Blinton^. 
About  the  fame  tkne,  Sir  Adan>  FerguSbn  brought  int^o^hisf' 
parifh  fome  farmers  q(  great'lkill  in  hufbandry.    Both-  thtOi 
proprietors^  vad^  al4  the  other  heritorSi  in  their  newtacks,: 
took  the  tenants  bound  to  fuch  wife  TegufcMions,  and^focha 
proper  rotation  of;  crops,  as  have  contributed  greatly  to  tfa& 
improved  flate^of  agriculture  in  this  parifli.   The  tenants -firfir 
of  all  laid  down  their  croft  lands  with  rye  graft  and  clover, 
took  one  crop  of  hay,  (bdietimes  two,  and  refted  them  four. 
years  in  paHure.     Then  they  began  to  their  out-fidd;    The 
whole  fyftem  of  folding  was  given  op.     They  were  bound  in 
their  tacks  not  to  break  up  any  of  their  out-£eld,  without 
lime  or  dung,  to  take  two  crops  of  oats,  and  lay  down  with 
the  third  ;  or  to  take  thejthird  crop- in  peafe,  and  lay  down 
with  the  fourth.     Such^  in  general,  were  the  ftipulation^  in 
the  tack.  But  when  the  tenant  had  a  gteat  quantity  of  coarft^r 
(Uff,  out*field  land,  he  was  indulged  by^  his  mafter  in  taking 
three  crops  of  oats,  and  in  laying  down  with  the  fourth* 
Some  farms  have  been  fo  iituated  with  refpeA  to  their  fiiff 
out-field,  as  to  find  ic  necefiary  to  take  their  fourth  crop  of 
peafe,  and  lay  <]own  with  new  dung  with  the  fifth.     In  the 
fouth  part  of  the  parifli,  by  far  the  moft  extenfive,  as  con* 
tainiog  about  (5oqo  acres  of  ground,  there  is  fome  out-fieid; 

covered 
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covered  with  a  very  ftrong  heath.  In  moft  paru  the  foil  be* 
low  is  a  ftrongdeep  clay.  This,  with  the.  heath  roots,  ren- 
ders it  incapable  of  being  fubdued  without  a  very  great  ex- 
pence  of  lime  and  labour.  To  provide  againft  this,  the  prac- 
tice of  paring  and  burning  has,  with  great  advantage,  been 
introduced.  The  paring,  generally,  cofls  about  1 1.  per  acre. 
So  foon  as  the  weather  permits,  the  furface  is  burnt,  and  the 
alhes  fpread  over  the  field.  The  good  farmer,  during  the 
fummer  months,  adds  40  bolls  of  lime  to  the  acre.  If,  after 
harvefti  the  ground  is  dry,  it  is  plowed.  In  the  fpring  it  is 
fown  with  oats.  Three  crops  are  taken,  and  it  is  fown  dowa 
with  rye  grafs  in  the  fourth.  Some  fieldf ,  cultivated  in  this 
way,  have  yielded  upwards  of  five  bolls  per  acre,  the  focond 
year,  with  a  prodigious  quantity  of  ftraw,  and  at  laft  good 
pafture,  where  before  an  acre  would  not  have  fattened  a 
fbeep.  In  liming  the  grounds,  where  the  foil  is  ftifiT  and 
coarfe,  they  give  100  bolls  per  acre,  where  it  is  lefs  fo  80 1 
and  in  light  thin  foils  60  anfwer  perfeAly  welL  When  they 
go  over  their  ground  a  fecond  time,  they  generally  ufo  a 
compoft  of  earth  and  lime,  allowing  one  third  le(s  of  lime 
than  formerly.  This  has  fucceeded  exceedingly  well.  By 
attending  to  this  praAice,  and  by  taking  great  care  of  their 
hedges,  this  pari(h  now  exhibits  a  ftate  of  improved  agricul- 
ture, fuperior  to  moft  of  the  diftriAs  of  Carrick. 

The  tenant,  however,  labours  under  confiderable  difficulty 
in  procurimg  lime.  Almoft  all  of  it  muft  be  brought  from 
the  parifli  of  Dailly,  acrofs  the  moft  hilly  part  of  this  parHh 
to  the  fouth.  The  medium  diftance  from  the  lime  quarry 
to  the  Ihore  part  of  the  parifli,  is  about  five  Engltfli  miles. 
But  the  length  of  the  road  is  not  the  chief  difficulty^  Many 
parts  of  the  road  are  fo  fteep  and  rugged,  that  the  farpier,  at 
the  above  diftance,  with  horfes  at  18 1.  price,  cannot  bring 
more  than  feven  bufliels  in  a  one  horfe  cart,  and  can  load 

but 
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but  once  a  day.  Notwithftandtng  all  this,  it  appears,  hj  a 
note  from  the  clerks  of  the  lime  works,  there  were  brought 
into  this  parifli  in  fummer  17919  i|  8,000  bufhels  of  lime 
Ihells. 

Several  marie  pits  have  been  found,  within  thefe  three 
years,  in  thofe  parts  of  the  parilh  which  lie  at  the  greateft 
diftance  from  the  lime,  and  within  an  Engliflx  mile  of  the 
fea.  So  eafily  is  the  marie  wrought,  that  one  farmer  with 
6  horfes,  manured  30  acres  in  fummer  1791.  It  is  put  out 
of  the  pit,  ready  to  be  taken  away  at  i  d.  per  cart,  and  80 
cart  loads  are  allowed  to  each  acre.  The  farms  thus  manured 
promife  to  be  foon  in  a  high  ftate  of  cultivation. 

When  fpeaking  of  the  different  kinds  of  manure,  one  cir- 
cumftance  deierves  to  be  mentioned.  On  a  farm  upon  the 
ihore,  there  have  been  obferved  from  time  immemorial,  with- 
in 30  yards  of  the  iea-mark,  two  large  hillocks,  10  yards 
diftant  from  each  other,  covered  with  fand  and  bent.  About 
12  years  ago,  by  a  violent  ftorm  from  the  fea,  the  end  of  one 
of  the  hillocks  was  uncovered,  and  there  appeared  fomething 
like  coal  aflies.  This  called  the  fiirmers  attention,  who  im- 
mediately opened  up  the  hillock,  and  difcovered  a  prodigi- 
ous quantity.  Thefe  aflies  were  ufed  as  manure,  firft  upon 
ley  ground,  and  afterwards,  mixed  with  lime,  on  light  croft 
ground^  with  little  or  no  fuccefs  \  but  were  found  to  anfwer 
well  for  garden  roots.  Ahhough  above  1000  large  cart  loads 
have  been  taken,  yet  there  remain  in  the  two  hillocks,  at  a 
'  dkoderate  computation,  above  3000  loads  more.  Tradition 
does  not  inform  us  whence  thefe  aflies  came  in  fuch  quantity. 
There  is  no  veftige  of  any  building  whatfoever,  nearer  than 
the  old  vfarm-houie,  and  the  place  is  4  Engiifli  miles  diflant 
frftn  ^ny  coal  work.  It  has  been  fuppofed  they  are  the  ef- 
fects of  barbarous  fuperflltion  in  times  of  idolatery  in  this 
country. 
'    VouX.  3  0^  The 
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The  prevailing  crop  in  this  pari(h  is  oat8»  which  arc  of  an 
exceeding  good  quality,  though  not  of  the  early  kind.  Some 
oats  have  been  known  to  weigh  42  libs.  Eng)i(h,^  Winche(l 
ter  buOiel,  and  to  yield  21  pecks  of'  meal  per  boll.  As  the 
foil  of  the  pariQi  is  generally  lights  the  next  prevailing  crop  is 
bear,  which  is  of  a  very  fine  quality  for  malt.  Some  of  the  « 
bear  in  this  pariOi  weighs  50  libs.  Englifh  per  bofheL  Bar- 
ley crops  are  not  fo  frequent,  becaufe,  though  good  in  quali- 
ty, yet  the  crop  fails  a  fourth,  part  in  quantity  when  compared 
to  bear.  Some  peafe  and  beans  are  alfo  Town,  but  they  are 
often  with  difficulty  brought  fafe  into  the  barn-yard.  The 
farmers  plant  confiderable  quantities  of  potatoes,  which  they 
manage  with  the  plough  in  rows,  at  3  feet  diftance.  Few 
or  no  farmers  think  of  lefs  than  an  acre,  producing  40  bolls, 
chiefly  for  their  family  ufe;  the  boll  nearly  10  Wiachefter 
bulhels.  The  turnip  huibandry  has  been  very  little  pra£lifed 
in  this  :pari(h,  except  on  Lord  Caffill's  farm  at  CuUean  Caf- 
tle,  where  it  has  been  very  fuccefsfuU  Moft  people  think 
the  foil  of  the  parifh,  in  general,  favourable  for  turnip,  and 
feveral  farmers  have  thoughts  of  trying  it. 

The  great  change  that  has  taken  place  in  the  corn  milns, 
both  in  refpeA  of  the  tenure  of  the  milns,  and  the  manner 
of  performing  the  work,  has  much  contributed  to  the  encou- 
ragement of  agriculture  in  this  parifh.  Forty  years  ago,  the 
landlord  obliged  the  tenant  in  hb  tack,  to  go  to  his  own  miln, 
with  all  his  grindable  corn  above  his  feed,  and  to  pay  to  the 
miller  a  very  heavy  multure.  But  now  many  of  the  gentle^ 
men  of  property,  leave  the  tenant  free  to  go  to  any  miln 
opon  their  land,  where  he  can  be  beft  ferved,  paying  to  the 
miller  nothing  more  than  the  mere  working  of  his  grain, 
which  is  from  4  d.  to  5  d.  ^  boil  of  oats  grinding  into  me^  ; 
the  vlftual  boll  exaflly  eight  Winchefter  bufhels.  There 
were  no  barley  milns  in  this  country  forty  years  ago.     There 

are 
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• 
ire  now  in  this  parifli  two  barley  milns^  which  make  this  necef* 

farj  article  to  any  degree  of  finenefsi  at  the  rate  of  from  20  d. 
to  2  s.  fur  boll.  This  circumftance  encourages  the  farmer  to 
fow  barley  inftead  of  bear,  as  there  is  at  all  times  a  ready 
market  for  the  made  barley,  among  the  (lore  farmers  la  the 
Highlands  of  Carrick.  To  this  may  be  added,  that  40  years 
ago,  every  tenant  dryed  his  oats  upon  his  own  kiln,  conAruc^ 
ted  in  a  very  coarie  manner.  Now  every  miln  in  the  pariflx 
has  a  kiln  adjoining  to  it,  properly  bottomed  with  tyle,  and 
(0  confiru£ted  as  to  go  with  every  wind.  Thcfe  dry  grain  at 
the  low  price  of  from  t  d.  lo  id.  per  boll.  Indeed  the  fiir- 
mers,  who  have  a  very  great  tillage,  are  now  getting  kilns  of 
this  fort,  upon  their  own  farms,  at  their  own  expence.  What, 
however,  adds  to  the  charge  of  the  farmer  in  this  article,  is 
the  diftance  from  coal  proper  for  the  purpoTe  of  drying ; 
which  cannot  be  got  nearer  than  15  miles  from  this  place. 

The  dairy  was  in  a  inoft  neglefted  ftatc  in  this  parifli  for. 
ty  years  ago.  Good  butter  and  chccfe  were  fcarcely  to  be 
found.  Now  the  milk  cows  are  changed  to  the  better,  are 
put  into  parks  fown  down  with  white  and  yellow  clover,  and 
when  they  live  in  the  houfe  by  night  or  by  day,  are  fed  upon 
cut  red  clover.  Every  (leading  of  farm  houfes  has  an  apart- 
ment by  itfelf  for  a  milk  houfe,  and  every  convcnlency  fuited 
to  it.  Both  butter  and  cheefe  are  now  exported  from  the  pa- 
rifh  to  the  markets  of  Ayr  and  Paifley.  Butter  in  1791  fold 
for  8  s.  and  new  milk  cheefe  for  4  s.  8  d.  ptr  £ngli(h  (lone. 

There  is  very  little  lint  fown  in  this  parifli.  The  foil  is 
thought  to  be  in  general  too  light  for  it. 

Many  of  the  farmers  now  fatten  cattle  for  the  market,  be. 
fides  bringing  up  a  number  of  young  cattle  every  year.  They 
never  have  been  in  the  ufe  of  rearing  their  own  horfes,  which 
would  be  a  great  faving.  They  are  commonly  purchafed  from 
Ireland.     The  number  of  labouring  horfes  in  the  pariJh  is 
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300.    The  (lock  of  milk  and  ycild  cattle  varies  every  fear 
according  to  the'  tillage  and  pafture  in  the  feveral  farms. 

The  principal  export  from  the  pariih,  to  the  ma^ufaAar- 
ing  towns,  is  oat-meal  and  bear.  In  the  year  1783}  there 
was  exported  from  this  parifih,  of  crop  1782,  which  £uied 
through  almoft  the  whole  of  Scotland,  above  i2oe  bolls  of 
oat-meaU  At  prefent,  there  arc  above  1500  bolb  of  oat-meal 
exported  annually,  to  the  manufacturing  townS|  befides  bear 
and  potatoes. 

State  of  ManufaBures, — ^The  people  are  moftly  employed 
in  farming  operations.  In  no  one  part  of  the  pariihy  except 
the  village  of  Kirkofwald,  is  there  any  number  of  houfes  to? 
gether.  In  the  village  there  are  only  17  families.  In  thefe 
circumftances  it  cannpt  be  expelled,  that  manufiiilures  can 
be  any  way  very  prevalent.  Within  thefe  two  years  a  thread 
miln»  and  a  carding  and  fpinning  machine  for  wool,  have 
been  er^dled,  and  are  now  fuccef$fully  employed.  It  were  to 
be  wiflicd  that  the  proprietors  of  land  would  give  every  pro- 
per encouragement  to  undertakings  of  this  kind,  in  a  parifh 
where  labour  is  cheap,  and  where  there  is  plenty  of  all  kinds 
of  good  provifions.  There  is  one  fpecies  of  manufadbire  in 
this  parifl),  which  ought  not  to  oniitted ;  that  is,  the  manu- 
fafluring  of  wool  into  coarfe  blanketing  and  plaiding.  Thi» 
is  chiefly  carried  on  by  the  farmers,  who  have  a  number  of 
daughters  or  female  fervants,  and  by  the  cottagers  and  their 
families  A  number  of  the  farmers  import  from  Argylelhire 
and  Galloway,  great  quantities  of  wool  \  which  is  fpnn  and 
woven  in  this  parifh,  and  fqld  at  th^  n^arkets  of  Maybole  and 
Ayr. 

Upon  the  coaft  of  this  pari£b,  cod,  ling,  haddock,  &c. 
2^re-  fo  plenty,  as  occafionally  to  attraA  different  companies 
Qf  fifliermen  from  Ayr.    Lately  a  falmon  fifhery  has  been  be- 
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gun  on  this  cojift^  which  promlfes  to  be  Tery  prodoAive, 
White  fiih  fell  for  i  d«  and  falmon  from  ad.  to  5  d.  /^  lib  \ 

Rent^ 

^  Antient  and  Modern  BuiUhigs.^^lJpon  a  fmall  promootoiy 
on  the  barony  of  Tumberry,  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Cailiilisy  are  the  rains  of  the  famous  caftle  of  Turnberry^  the  feat 
of  thp  Earls  of  Carrick.  When  or  by  whom  it  was  builty  is  al. 
together  uncertain*  Authentic  hiftory,  however,  informs  us, 
that  in  1274*  Martha^  Countefs  of  Carrick,  lived  in  this  her 
caftle^  and  was  that  year  married  to  Robert  Bruce  Earl  of  An* 
Dandale.  From  this  marriage  fprung  the  Kings  of  Scotland,  of 
the  race  of  Stewart.  In  1306,  Turnberry  was  held  by  an  Eng* 
lilk  garrifon,  under  Earl  Percy  ;  and  fome  years  after  this  we 
find  that  King  Robert  Bruce  (lormed  the  caflle,  dill  in  poffcflion 
of  the  £ngli(n»  routed  and  expelled  the  garrifon,  but  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  deftrodion  of  the  building.  After  this  we  do  not 
hear  of  its  being  inhabited. 

The  fituation  of  this  caftle  is  moft  delightful,  having  a  full 
profpeA  of  the  whole  firth  of  Clyde,  as  above  defcribed.  Upon 
the  land  fide,  it  looks  over  a  rich  plain  of  above  600  acres. 
This  plain  is  bounded  by  the  hills,  which  rife  in  a  beautiful  am- 
phitheatre. Little  now  is  known  as  to  the  extent  of  this  an- 
tient building.  There  dill  remain  the  veftige  of  a  ditch,  and 
part  of  the  buttreflefs  of  the  draw-bridge.  There  is  a  paflaget 
which  opens  towards  the  fea,  arched  above,  leading  to  a  large 
apartment  in  the  caftle,  which  by  tradition  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  kitchen.  This  caftle  has  been  built  of  whin- (lone,  and  it 
remarkable  for  the  very  (Irong  cement  that  has  been  ufed  in 
building  it.  1  he  ruins,^as  they  now  lie,  cover  an  acre  of  ground. 

The  next  remarkable  old  building  in  the  pariibi  is  the  Abbey 
of  Crofsregall  or  Crofsreguill,  founded  by  Duncan  King  of  Scot* 
land,  in  i  a6o,  fituated  two  miles  eaft  from  the  village.  It  it 
more  entire  than  any  abbey  in  the  wed  of  Scotland.  The  fide 
walls  of  the  church  and  choir  ftill  remain  to  the  height  of  four- 
teen feet.  It  has  been  exceedingly  well  lighted  within.  To- 
wards the  eaft  remains  the  nitch,  where  the  principal  altar  ftood. 
On  the  right  of  this  is  the  veftry,  and  the  Abbot's  ecciefiaftical 
court,  all  entire,  and  arched  very  much  in  the  (lyle  of  the  Ca- 
thedral at  Glafgow.  There  are  befides,  fevcral  vaults  and  cells* 
all  built  of  fine  hewn-ilone.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  abbey»  (land 
the  ruins  of  the  Abbot's  firft  houfe,  with  only  the  outer  walls 
remaining.  On  the  weft  end  of  the  abbcy»  ftands  the  laft  houfe 
which  the  Abbot  inhabited ;  in  this  the  ftair  is  entire  from,  top 
to  bottom,  with  feveral  apartments  regularly  dividedi  all  of  free- 

ftoac, 
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Rent,  dfc^ — From  the  above  account  of  thk  parifliy  it  may* 
I^e  czpeAed  that  the  preleot  real  rent  will  be  very  con&ler^ 

aUe. 

ftone.  The  whole  bnildtng  ftands  in  the  middle  of  eight  acres 
of  ground^  commonly  called  the  Abbot'i  yard,  or  Prectnd  of 
Croisreguilh  This  belongs  to  the  chapel  royal,  and  is  let  In 
tack  to  the  family  of 'Kilkerran.  It  is  fnbfet  to  one  ot  the  te* 
nants  of  the  barony  of  Balterfan,  the  property  of  the  family  ; 
m  the  middle  of  which  rieh  and  extenfive  barony  of  land  this 
abbey  ftands.  The  above  Precind  has  been  walled  in  with  a 
very  ftrong  ftone  and  lime  wall,  little  of  which  is  now  remaining. 
This  ruin  is  preferred  with  great  care  and  attention,  the  tenants 
not  being  allowed  to  take  down  and  aie  any  ftone  from  the  ab« 
bey  itfelf. 

The  next  old  building  in  the  parifli,  is  the  lionie  or  caftle  of 
Thomafton,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  fouth.eaft  of  Cull  can.  Tra- 
dition tells  us«  that  this  was  bailt  by  a  nephew  of  Robert  finice, 
in  the  year  I335.  It  has  been  exceedingly  ftrong,  and  of  very 
confiderable  extent.  It  was  inhabited  fifty  years  ago,  and  is 
now  become  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  CafliUis. 

Of  the  modern  buildings  in  this  pariih,  the  moft  remarkable 
IS  Cullean  caftle,  founded  by  David  late  Earl  of  Caflillis,  in 
the  year  1777*  This  noble  edifice  is  fituat^d  upon  a  rock,  pro> 
jeding  a  tittle  into  the  fea,  of  about  too  feet  in  height  from  the 
fnrface  of  the  water,  and  almoft  perpendicular.  The  plan  and 
defign  were  given  by  the  late  Mr  Robert  Adam  ;  and  foch  is  the 
ftyle  of  the  architefhire,  fttch  the  execution  of  the  work,  and 
the  beauty  of  the  ftone^  that  it  imprefTes  the  mind  with  delight- 
ful ideas  of  elegance,  order,  and  magnificence,  exceeding  ady 
thing  fimilar  in  the  country.  At  a  proper  diftance  from  the 
caftle,  ftand  the  ftables  and  farm-houfes ;  planned  by  the  fame 
arcbiteft,  and  executed  upon  the  £imc  large  fcale ;  all  of  which, 
with  the  bridge  of  approach  to  the  caftle,  co? er  four  acres  of 
ground.  The  caftle  commmdb,  from  the  principal  apartments, 
a  delightful  prbfped  of  the  whole  Frith  of  Clyde,  with  a  full  view 
of  the  rok  of  Ailfa,  fet  down  in  the  middle,  the  veftels  pafling  to 
and  from  Clyde  not  far  from  its  walls.  On  the  land  fide,  and  im- 
mediately below  the  caftle,  are  the  gardens  belonging  to  the 
old  houfe  of  Cullean,  formed  out  of  rock,  at  a  great  expence, 
into  three  terraces;  upon  the  walls  of  which  are  planted  fome  of 
the  choicieft  fruit  trees.  The  remainder  of  the  old  gardens  is 
formed  into  pleafure  ground  and  gravel  walks,  kept  wiih  great 
care.  Round  the  caftle,  and  the  adjoining  buildings,  lies  an 
extenfive  policy  of  about  700  acres,  interfperfed  with  many 

thriving 
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al^le.  The  valuation  of  the  parifli,  according  to  it8  preTest 
limits,  is  39031.  1 8  8.  Scots.  The  prefent  rent  is  about 
,4000 1.  Sterling  yearly.  The  0iore  part  of  the  pariQi,^  com^ 
preheoding  above  4000  acres,  is  rented  from  is.  to  8  s.  ^ 
acre.  Several  farms  of  confidemble  extent,  give  the  higheft 
of  thefe  rentSj  and  many  others  15  s.  per  acre.  The  higher 
grounds  of  the  pariiLi  to  the  fouth  of  the  poft  road,  are  ren^ 
ted  from  4  s.  to  8  s.  Fcnrty  years  ago,  the  rent  of  the  pari(h 
was  exceedingly  low.  Farms  upon  the  fhore,  which  now 
yield  igs.  per  acre,  did  not  give  above  5s«  In  the  higher 
part  of  the  pariih,  there  is  a  barony^  confining  of  above  1 100 
acres,  which  was  at  that  time  rented  at  50  1.  and  it  now  gives 

aSoU 

thriving  plantations ;  the  execution  of  which,  together  with  a 
new  garden  and  hot  houfes,  is  carrying  on  with  great  tafte  and 
elegance.  Upon  thefe  accounu,  this  edifice  is  vifited  with  plea- 
fure  by  all  perfons  of  ufte,  whether  refiding  in  the  country  or 
iirangers. 

Near  to  the  caftie,  and  immediately  under  fome  of  the  build- 
ings,  are  the  coves  or  caves  of  Cullean.  Thefi:  are  fix  jn  mim- 
ber.  Of  the  three  towards  the  weft,  the  largeft  has  its  entry 
as  low  as  high  water  mark,  the  roof  is  about  50  feet  high ;  and 
has  tb^  appearance  as  if  two  large  rocks  had  fallen  together, 
forming  a  Gothic  arch,  thougli  very  irregular ;  it  exicnds  in- 
wards about  200  feet,  and  varies  in  breadth.  It  communicates 
with  the  other  two»  which  are  both  confiderably  lefs,  but  of 
much  the  fame  irreeular  form.  Towards  the  eaft  are  the  other 
three  coves,  which  iikewife  communicate  with  each  other.  They 
are  nearly  of  the  fame  height  and  figure  with  the  former,  but 
their  extent  has  not  been  precifely  afcertained.  Whether  thdfe 
coves  are  natural  or  artificial,  and  if  artificial,  what  has  been  their 
defign,  no  tradition  whatever  informs  us.  One  circumftance,  how- 
ever, cannot  be  omitted.  To  the  largeft  of  the  three  weftmoft 
coves,  is  a  door  or  entry,  built  of  free-ftooe,  with  a  window  three 
feet  above  the  door,  of  the  fame  kind  of  work ;  above  both  thefe, 
there  is  an  apartment,  from  i^hich  might  be  fent  down  what* 
ever  could  annoy  the  affailants  of  the  door.  This  laft  ch-cum- 
(iajxe  is  weU  known  to  take  place  in  many  of  the  old  caftles  in 
the  country,  and  feems  to  indicate,  that  at  leaft  this  part  of  the 
coves  has  been  at  one  period  or  another^  the  abode  of  fome  of 
the  mhabitants  of  this  country. 
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tZt\.  9^VLtk^4'-  A  ftiH  greater  rife  has  taken  ^att  fat  tfab 
caftiern  part!  tli  tbe  p^iQx  towards  Maybole.  ^  A  ftatt  confift- 
ing'of  loo  atitSf  ndt  above  lialf-  ar  mile  from  At  church, 
wM,  forty  yearf  ago,  ^  far  8 1.  '*pir  atmum^  aod^^e  C£- 
aaenth-year  of^e  prefeat  tack,  teii  rental «t  ^L  Ud4ttnaft 
Kife  in  profiortion  at  the  expMtion  of  this  «aclt«i  :^Soth  is^fke 
flatoaiid  cenul  of  the  grounds  in  die  pHrifliy  that  If  :fta^ 
nd  good  order,  bj  divhiepnoA^idciice»  be  contbi^edilir  Mr 
eountrf,  and  the  fiate  of  oianu£iAttres  continue  to  fKS^biaifr 
our  prefefit  happy  joon&itution,  the  property  of  4his*{MriAi 
snuft  exceed  in  Tabic,  any  in  the  whole  diOrfft'Of  (ifttiHe, 
according  to  its^es^tent. 

One  circumftance,  however,  moft  npt  be  omitted,  which 
has  confiderably  retarded  the  improvement  of  this  pariih^^wd 
that  is  finuggling  or  illicit  trade,  which  more  or  left  has,  at 
difierent  times,  been  carried  on  in  all  the  coaft  parifbes  of 
the  pountry.  Tbis  bufinefs  was  firft  carried  on  here^n^^jy 
Ille  of  Man,  and  afterwards  to  a  confiderable  exceat  btaa 
Prance,  Oftend,  and  Gottenburgh.  It,  however^  rc(flved  a 
full  check,  by  the  commutation  a&,  and  /tbe^Mter  atteo- 
fSoD  and  vigilance  of  his  Majefty's  revenoe  officers;''  Little  h 
now  done  in  that  way,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  i^me  b  b& 
^mmg,  when  this  illicit  trade  will  be  at  an  end.  Though 
Ae  chancer  and  behaviour  of  thofe  engaged  in  this  bufinefi, 
were,  for  the  mofl  part,  in  other  refpcAs  good$  yet,.|ritli^ 
out  doubt,  it  produced  very  bad  effedls  on  the  ittduftry  of tfie 
people,  and  gave  them  a  tafte  for  luxury  and  finery,' that 
fpoiled  the  fimplicity  of  manners  whick  formerly  {^evaiied  ia 
this  pariCb.  .r« .      ^  ^ 

C^fl/.— Nothing  is  more  wanted  in  this  parijlh»  thaoi^  m^ 
er  quantity  of  coal.  At  prefent  it  is  fupplied  fi*om  the  cod 
works  in  the  parilh  of  Dailly.     But  the  roads  to  tbcfc  qjjd 

works 


wdrki  ate  eqosdlf  diAaftt  add  iboch  worfe,  than  ftiofe  «teve 
mentioned  to  tbe  lime.  Some  aitemptft  have  been  maAsi  of 
late»  to  diftovtr  coal  in  die  parUh,  but  without  (ucceft.  Ther^ 
wii  indeed  a  coal  mine  in  thii  periflii  bot  it  was  fet  on  fire 
abost  45  Ttxt%  ago,  afnd  b  ftUl  btitning.  Several  methods 
have  been  tried  to  eitiaguilh  the  fire,  but  they  have  proved 
ineiSeauaU  It  has  been  the  opinion  of  the  beft  coal  miners  in 
the  weft  ofSeothndi  that  ff  no  part  of  the  coal  near  the  fire 
were  to  be  wrought  for  a  nliad>dr  of  years,  it  would  of  courie 
be  ibon  extlngniihed.  This  method  has  accordingly  been 
adopted,  and  tbe  fire  has  gradteBy  leflened.  The  want  of 
this  toal  has  been  a  great  lofs  to  this  parifli,  as  h  was  a  valu« 
able  mincj  confifting  of  5  feams  of  coal,  firom  6  to  15  feet 
thick  •• 

•  iThc  dryncfs  of  the  foil,  the  opennefs  of  the  country,  and 
the  protimity  of  the  fea,  render  the  climate  pure  and  falubrtoiS^* 
For  thefe  40  years  pdft,  no  putrid  fever  or  flux  have  appeared 
in  the  pariih*  During  the  fird  20  years  oR  the  above  period,  % 
fever  prevailed  every  fix  or  feven  years,  with  a  confiJerable  de- 
gree of  inflMBimation.  It  fpread  mod  rapidly,  but,  by  the  appii. 
cation  of  the  accuAomcd  remedies  of  bleeding,  und  taking  great 
quantities  of  weak  diluting  drink,  it  was  not  very  mortal,  not* 
withftauding  its  infedious  nature.  During  the  above  period, 
the  finall  dox  preVftiled  at  times  Without  inoculation,  and,  when 
introduced  into  the  parifli,  few  families  eibaped.  In  lbroe»  the 
difeafe  was  exceedingly  faul ;  but  it  cannot  be  afcert  ined  from 
the  regifter  liow  many  died  of  it  annually*  The  Hopping,  or 
croap,  a  clifeafe  frequent  on  the  fea  coaft,  never  oncr  made  its 
appearance  here,  during  the  above  mentioned  period.  The 
mealies  and  chincough  have  always  been  very  favourable.  Du- 
ring the  laft  20  years,  the  fevers  have  taken  a  contiderable 
chimge.'  They  arc  now,  eenerally,  of  the  flow  nervous  kind,  and 
'when  intffodaped  ^into  q^ei^ih,  are  by  no  means  very  preva* 
Itet  or  UE^ital.  Tbis,^|A  JM|rt^  n)ay  be  owing  to  the  improved 
habitation  of ^  the  fanners.  '  formerly  thefe  were  fmall,  and  all 
.  the  fick  of  the  family  crowded  into  one  place,  and  kept  (b  clofe 
as  to  prevent' the  proper  ciVcalatton  of  air.  This  change  in  the 
fevers  may  alio  have  been  caufed,  by  Ae  great  itfcriift  of  the 
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Mafmmr^Tbturc  has  beea  no  great  ioflux  of  ftrangers 
to  this  par|(b>  for  thefe  forty  years  paft>  till  within  thefe-£ve 
yearsi  when  a  confiderable  number  of  fober  and  indnftrioos 
£jLrpcrs»  tempted  with  the  dryocfi.  of  the_foU»  and^  as  tliey 
thought,  the  cheapocis  of  the  ground,  came  from  the  othes 
parts  of  the  country,  and  fettled  here*  The  native  inhabitaau 
havq^  from  the  beginning  of  the  above  period,  ia  general,  jDais»- 
laijoed  a  cbaradler  of  great  plainoeft  and  fimplidty  of  man- 
ners, a  i^rong  attachment  to  the  eftaUiflied  religbn  of  the 
country,  and  an  uniform  and  <leccnt  regard  to  the  ordinances 
thereof,  both  at  home  and  in  the  neighbouring  parilhes.  No 
doubt,  th^t  refinement  in  the  manner  of  living  and  drt&, 
which  has  taken  place  throughout  the  country,  prevails  alio 
here.  Owing,  perhaps,  to  the  prevalence  of  fmuggliog,  this 
took  place  here  earlier  than  in  the  neighbouring  parifhes* 
Ferfons  engaged  In  that  trade,  found  it  neceflary  to  go  abroad, 
and  enter  into  bufinefs  with  foreign  merchants;  and  by  deal* 
ing  in  tea,  fpirits,  and  Glks,  brought  home  to  tb»r  families 
and  friends,  the  means  of  greater  luxury  add  finery,  and  at 
the  cheapeft  race.  Ferfons  of  thb  deieription^  being  alfo  ob« 
Uged  to  enter  n>uch  into  fbciety,  in  their  own  country,  there-  • 
by  acquired  a  turn  for  hofpitality  and  entertaiomebt  at  home. 
The  other  parts  of  the  parifh,  from  the  improved  ilate^of 
their  farms,  were  both  defirous  and  able,  in  fome  degree^  to 
follow  the  example  of  their  neighbours.  But  amldft  all  this, 
rl\ey  have  preferved  the  fobriety  of  manners,  and  the  decency 
of  the  Chrilllan  character ;  for  during  the  whole  of  the  above 

period, 

life  of  fugar  and  tea,  which  are  now  modi/  in  every  farmera  fa. 
mily.  Inoculation  has  in  the  fame 'period  taken  place,  and  now 
'  almoll  univerfally  prevails.  Though  the  frofts  are  not  very  long 
or  fevere,  yet  it  has  been  obferved,  that  three  or  foor  weeks  f roft 
have  been  followed  with  pleurifies,  which  have  attacked  the  aged, 
«4nd  have  been  generally  mortal* 
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peri6ff| 'Ificlrc  has  been  only  one  tried  by  Ac'  jafticiary,  for 
violently  bdatrng  a  man  in  his  '6wn  houfc ;  ahci  fcch  wcrtf  the 
%llcviaflhg  cifcumftances  of  the  cafe,  that  the  panncl  wa^  dhly 
punUtedWith'af^w  wcekilmjrfHbrifrieht.  It  mny  not  be  Im- 
proper to  compare  with  thra,  the  ftatc  of  morals  in  thh  pi- 
'    riflfi  about   iHc  years  ago.     It  appears,  from  the  regifter  for- 
nierly^entiteed,  that  from  1610,  to  1620,  tne  m6ft  fla^ 
grant  vlgbtfons  of  the  Sabbath  took  place.    It  was,  in  fre- 
^ent  irffhiDces,  proved  before  the  fefiion,  that  pcrfons  vrett 
gtiitey  iof>  6ftit)g,  and  felling  their  fi(h  openly  id  Maybole 
tn^k^^^  fhat  others  winrtoWed  their  corn,  and  gave  no  rea* 
fon  for  fo*  doing;  but  that  the  wind  was  favourable ;  that 
others  openly  walhed  and  dry^d  their  cloaths;  and  that  others 
were  guilty  of  tuellying,  as  it  is  called,  or  fighting  to  the  efFa- 
fion  of  blood,  in  the  church-yard,  in  the  time  of  divine  fer- 
vice.  So'frequeot  at  that  period  was  the  vice  of  drunkennefs, 
^mtk  «n  the  Sabbath,  that  we  find  the  feffion  ena(Eting,  that 
Ao  lMt*keeper  fliould  fell  on  that  day,  more  than  two  pints 
of  ale.tQB  company  of  three  perfons.  It  further  appears,  from 
tho  fitne.regift/Br,  that  the  vice  of  adultery  was  alfo  very  fre- 
quent,   hiwouhi  icem^  however,  that  the  morals  of  the  pea- 
pie  after  .the  year  1*636,  improvedtto  a  confiderable  degree, 
and  continued  to  Improve  long  after  1640,  when,  as  we  have 
mentioned^the  foleoin  league  and  covenant  was  iigned  in  this 
p'ariih. 

r 

Pfitfr-^The  number  of  poor  has  of  late  years  greatly  in- 
creafe^.  Forty  years  ago,  the  number  of  monthly  pendoners 
upon  the  roll»  was  only  feven.  At  prefent,  the  cumber  is  21, 
^ho, receive  from  ik.  6d.  to  3s.  every  month.  Thefc  dif- 
trII?)Utioos  are  under  the  management  of  the  mioifier  and  kirk- 
leffion.  At  two  other  times  of  the  year,  immediately  after 
the  communion,  and  at  new  year's  day,  they  diftribute  to 

above 
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ftbove  4Q  pettovi%i  to  the  amount  of  above  8  L  Sterling  at 
each  time.  Thefe  two  large  diAributionsi  are  intended  to 
enable  the  poor  to  purchafe  (hoes  and  co^ls^  and  to  pay  their 
houfe  rent,  which  attfeles  are  now  hectfme  much  mdre  ez- 
penfive  than  they  ^ere  formerly.  The  funds  for  all  this  arife 
almoft  wholly  from  the  coHeAions  at  the  church  door,  from 
coUeQions  at  prirate  baptifms  and  marriages,  in  whatever 
part  of  the  parifh  they  are  celebrated,  and  alfo  from  the  pri* 
vate  charities  of  the  rich,  who,  to  their  praile,  do,  in  times 
of  fcarcity,  liberally  contribute  to  this  humane  purpofe.  But 
if  the  poor  of  the  parifh  have  greatly  increa&d^  (b  thefe  funds 
have  to  a  proportionable  degree  alfo  increafed.  The  feflioa 
has  not,  therefore,  been  yet  obliged  to  make  application  to 
non-refiding  heritors)  and  it  has  bceo^and  is  the  dejtennined 
purpofe  of  all  concer^ied  in  the  management  of  the  poor,  to 
Ixep  at  the  utmoft  diftance  from  legal  operation  in  their  fop* 
ply.  No  doubt  this  can  be  more  eafily  dope  in  a  parifh  like 
this,  where  there  are  no  populous  towns  or  villages^  or  num- 
bers of  manufaAuring  people.  The  voluntary  contribotjons 
wouldi  howeveri  be  mpch  greater,  were  it  not  for  the  great 
number  of  Iri(h  vagrants  and  beggars,  who  dailly  travel  the 
great  poft  road  from  Afp  to  Port  Patrick }  near  to  which,  on 
both  fides,  ftands  the  greater  number  of  the  fiurmcrs  houies; 
which  are  opprefled  by  the  importunate  and  violent  cravings 
of  thefe  beggars.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  the  police  of  the 
country  would  remedy  this  evil« 
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f^ARISH  OF  INVERKEITHING. 

(Prejbytery  cf  Duirfermline.^^^mMy  and  Sym4i  tf 

Fi/eJ 

By  tk$  RfvermlMr  AjNPftEW  Ro^SitTfOH,  Wfnft^^* 


Name^  Situation^  and  EktenU 

1NVERKEITHING,  or  Innerkeithing,  it  fnppoTed  to  be 
ctemed  from  the  Gaelic  word  Inver  or  Inner)  which  fig» 
tiifies  the  Mouthi  and  Keith^  faid  to  be  the  name  of  the 
running  water  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  town.  It  is  of  a  very  irre- 
guhr  figure.  The  North  Ferry  hills  form  a  peniafulas  the  weft 
part,  formerly  the  parish  of  Rofyth,  extends  about  three 
milesi  and  the  north  part  about  three  miles  and  an  half^  from 
the  town.  Tfaefe  refemble  two  arms  ftretched  out  almoft^ic 
tight  angles^  and  each  of  them  does  not  much  exceed  a  mile 
III  breadth ;  the  one  lies  between  the  Frith  and  the  parifh  of 
Bonfermline,  and  the  other  between  Dunfermline  and  Dal* 
tely  parifl^es. 

Town^  Con/HtutioH  of  the  Surgb,  fsfc» — ^Inverkeithing  is 
pleaTantly  fituated  upon  a  rifing  ground  above  the  bay  of  the 
harbour ;  it  confifts  of  one  ftreet,  with  another  fmaller  turn- 
ing off  near  the  middle,  befides  fome  wynds.  It  has  many 
good  gardens.  It  is  a  very  ancient  royal  burgh.  King  Wil- 
liamt  funuuned  the  Lyon^  gave  them  the  fdX  charter.  Se- 
veral 
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veni  Kings  of  Scothnd  granted  them  charters  at  different 
periods ;  and  Krng  James  the  VI.  b;^'  a  charter,  dated   4th 
May  1598,  ratifies  and  confirms  them  all,  and  declares  their 
lights  and  priyileges,  to  extend  from  the  water  of  Dovai>  to 
that  of  Leven,  and  as  far  north  as  Eanrofs.    It  it  is  faid  to 
bave  been  a  very  coafiderable  burgh,  of  large  extent,  popidon^ 
and  paid  to  government  great  taxes.    The  fer  of  this  burgh 
is  uncommon  in  fome  tilings.     The  provoft,  the  two  bailies» 
the  dean  of  guild,  and  treafurer,  are  annually  eleded  by  the 
counfellors  and  deacons  cf  the  trades.    The  couniellors  al« 
chofen  from  among  the  borgefs  inhabitants,  the  gnildryi  and 
even  the  niembers  of  the  incorporated  trades,  who  ftHl  retain 
a  vote  in  their  refpeftive  incorporations.    The  fivti '  iiatorpo* 
f^ed  trades  eleA  their  deacons  yearly  as  tfaecr  reprefenta- 
tives.    The  town  council,  including  the  magiftrates,*  cannot 
be  under  20 ;  but  it  is  not  limited  to  any  number  above  it ; 
lb  that  the  whole  bivgeft  inhabitants  might  be  made  coaoiel- 
lors.    What  is  very  fingular,  the  counfellors  continue  inxif- 
fice  during  life  and  refidence.    There  is  a  good  towo^hoiifi^ 
built  in  the  year  1770,  containing,  befideaa  prifiini  fome.ooni* 
venient  rooms  for  holding  the  bailie^courts,  the  aaeetingaef 
council,  and  public  entertainments.     The  yearly  revenue  ar 
mounts  to  200  L  Sterling  aad  upwards  1  many  of  their  ex- 
tenfive  rights  and  dues  have  been  fold  and  difpoTed  of  at 
different  times.    The  fireets  were  once  lighted  with  lamps 
during  the  winter  feafons;  but  this  has  been  difcontinued 
for  a  long  time.    The  prefent  m^iftrates  are  very  attentive 
and  .active  in  making  improvements,  and  doing  whatever  is 
in  their  power  for  the  advantage  and  convenience  of  the  in- 
habitants.   There  are  feveral  markets  or  fairs  in  the  year 
for  hprfes,  cattle,  and  different  kind  of  goodsi  fuch  as 
gnrfe  linens,  checks^  {hoe%  &c*    This  burgh  is  reprefented 
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in  Parliament,  and  fends  a  member  along  with  Queensferry, 
Stirling,  Culrofa,  and  Dunfermline. 

Pofuiation^  isfc^^^Tht  population  by  an  accmrate  furvey 
in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year  1793,  amounts  to» 

'22IQ 

1694 


Souls, 

The  return  to  Dr  Wcbftcr  in  1755  was 


Increafe. 

In  the  town 
In  the- North  Ferry 
In  the  country  paridi 
Number  of  males 
■    ■         of  females 
Under  10  years  of  age 


1330  Between  10  and  20 

131a aoand  50 

568  ■  50  and  70 

1056  ■■  70  and  above 

1 15^1  The  number  of  families 

580        is  about    * 


— 

93t 

306 

30 


Many  have  arrived  at  advanced  periods  of  l^fe.  There  are 
feveral  perfons  here  between  80  and  90,  and  fome  of  them 
going  about  their  ordinary  bufinefs.  There  is  a  man*  livhig 
here,  but  moftly  confined  to  his  bed,  whofe  age,  from  au- 
thcntic  accounts,  is  94 :  He  was  by  trade  a  gardener,  and 
has  had  five  wives.  The  annual  average  of  births  from  the 
parifh  records  is  about  50,  and  of  marriages  15.  There  is 
no  regiftcr  of  deaths  kept  here.  The  number  of  births  and 
marriages  cannot  be  exaftly  afcertained,  as  there  are  many 
difienters  from  the  eftabliihed  church,  who  do  not  infert 
th^ir  names  in  the  parifh  rcgifter.  The  population  has 
greaUy  increafcd  within  thefe  few  years,  owing  to  the  flou- 
rifliing  ftate  of  the  coal  trade  brought  from  Halbcath  and  ^ 
fbjppcd  here,  to  a  confiderable  diftiilcry  and  brewery  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  town,  and  a  branch  of  the  iron  fbun- 
dcry  bufinefs  lately  introduced. 

Proprietors 
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^  ^  Phfri4UtsmdFak9.^Jhc  parifl»  belongs  to  tlie  Eazb 
^.^OfeiOQ^  ^d  Morton,  Sir  WiUkm  EHkiae  Md  Sir  John 
Hi^ndorlaiiii  Mr  Cumuqghani  and  a  few  faull  heritors.  The 
l^ft  geiM^SP^B  U  tM  only  om  of  1M17  coofeQniBcr  riding 
isk  it*  Tbii-valiifd  root  io-the  i^efs  tsooks  11  <!956Ioi6s.  a  d, 
Scott.  The  real  rent  amounts  to  near  about  3000  L  Step* 
lingi  and  upon  new  kafts  would  rife  coofidetabl  j  above  It. 

Appmranee^  Seilf  and  JgfkuUure.^-^Tht  parilhi  in  general, 
excepting  the  Ferry  UUi*  and  a  tfew  others,  is  eicher  flat  at 
gently  riiiqg  g«NUid»  the  greateft  part  of  which  i»  firtxii|^ 
richt  or  day  Soi\$  and  yields  plentiful  crops;  eten  among 
thefe  hills  coMy  places  are  araUe,  and  prodlxe  modcfeatelf 
good-  cropsi*  Towards  the  extremity,  upon  the  nenh,  thu 
foil  is  coldy  and  a  fmall  part  Is  moir.  Some  of  the  farms  aaa 
extenfive,  and  others  of  an  ordinary  fize.  The  fcrmers  are, 
]»  gf»cval9  weahhyt  hiduftriousi  and  aCKve :  ThefihiprDfe 
and  cultivate  tbejc  lands  to  great  petfieQiott  and  advatitage ; 
Jhcy  mofUy  nSt  the  new  conftruAed  ploughs,  drawn  by  two 
good  horfes  without  a  driver  :  They  manure  and  enrich  their 
field  with  dung,  lime>  and  earth,  mixed  U^ether,  with  fau 
weed,  when  they  can  obtun  it,  and  by  fummer  fallow.  From 
the  goodneb  of  the  pxMnd,  and  the  moft  proper  mode  aad 
means  of  cultivation,  they  raife  grain  of  all  kinds,  equal  in 
quantity  and  quality  to  many  parts  in  Scotland.  The  farttis 
arc  not  yet  all  inclofed  and  properly  fenced ;  but,  fttMn  the 
difpofition  of  the  proprietors,  and  the  impr^ements  now  aw« 
tying  on  in  that  way,  it  is  expefted  this  will  fton  be  the 
ttCe.  There  t$  a  foeiety  formed  here,  caUed  the  Faritier  Ciub^ 
^  members  of  it  belong  aUb  to  moft  of  the  neighbouring 
parifhes,  and  feveral  gentlemen  of  landed  property  havt 
joined  and  pauonife  it.  The  great  objcft  of  it  is  to  cdnfjder 
auA  improve  the  different  modes  of  agriculture.    At  (tated 

meetings 
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tiDBctings  they  have  ploughtog- matches ;  the  competilprs^arp 
tiiirir  fcrvants,  each  iWMi'takcs -his  ridge.  When  the  wofk 
kidone^  it  is  eauiitiined  by  prd|>er  judges,  and  a  fuitable  pre- 
mium is  gina  to.  the  4peft,  and  two  or  three  more  of  the 
ploughmen,  ^This  praAice  ha»  been  ciftended  witb  very  be« 
Bcfidal  effc^.^ 

Harbour t  Shippings  and  Ferry. — Before  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  there  is  a  large  and  fafie  bay,  which  affords  excel- 
lent ihelterfor  fhipSiin  aU  winds.  Here  his  Majefty's  (hips 
of  Jian  fomstimes  oome  from  Leith  roads,  and  ride  at  anchor 
tQ.avo}d.tIterwitt^  ftorms}  and  merchant  ihips  from  tho 
MedtCfSomean  formerly  ufied  to  perform  quarantine  here. 
Tihe  hfirlmir.itfeli  is  a  Imall  bay  ;  at  the  mouth  of  which^ 
upon  the  weft  fide,  there  lies  a  large  Dutch  built  veflel  as  a 
lazaretto^  wbcrti  inftead  of  detaining  ihips  from  foreign 
portSf  the  {artiddac.  goods,  in  which  any  infection  may  b^ 
fufipofed  to  lodge,:are  immediately  received,  aired  under  the 
i^ipejUoQ  of  a  proper  officer,  and  ddivered,  within  a  limited 
ttoue,  t»  the  owjicfs,  by  the  ezprefs  orders  of  the  euftom- 
hoUTc*  .At  the  bead  of  the  bay  is  the  quay,  the  proper  place 
fOftlaM^dinf  and  receiving  goods.  The  depth  of  water  at 
fpsijipg.tid^sjs  13  and  fometjmes  15  feet.  It  was  deepened 
withiip.thefe  lew  years ;  ivid  a  narrow  channel  cut  farther 
dowQ  to  admit  £bips  up  to  it.  This  is  kept  pretty  dear  by 
the  riyuiet  that  runs  through  it  at  low  tide.  Another 
qmiy  is  now  buildteg,  with  great  improvements,  to  accomo- 
date theifliippiag*  There  are  here  fometimes  between  40 
aod  50  veflcla  from  different  plaees  waiting  for  coals,  eipe^ 
cially  .ia^lfae  winter  feafon.  Several  (hips  belong  to  this 
placr ;  but  none  of  any  confiderable  burden.  Some  of  them 
fail  to  foreign  poils,  and  the  reft  are  chiefly  employed  in  the 
coal  and  coaftiag  trade.    Between  the  North  Ferry  and  Ro- 
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fyth  Caft]e  is  St.  Margaret's  Bay  or  HopCi  fo  called  fiom  the 
Prtncefs  of  that  name,  afterwards  Queen  of  Malcolm  III. 
baling  in  her  flight  from  England  landed  there.  On  her 
account,  the  Ferry  Is  called  the  Queensferry,  being  her  con- 
flaot  paflsrge  to  and  from  her  favourite  refidence  at  Dunferm- 
line* This  paflage  is  well  known  to  every  traveller ;  the 
diftance  is  near  two  miles.  All  the  boatmen  refide  in  the 
North  Ferry.  There  arc  four  boats  and  four  yawls  employ- 
ed upon  it ;  thcfc  belong  to  certain  proprietors  of  land  on 
each  {ide  of  the  Frith,  who  claim  an  exclufive  right  to  the 
paflage,  and  for  which  the  tackfmcn,  bcfidc^  keeping  the 
boats  in  repair,  pay  annually  about  280 1.  Sterling.  The 
common  freight  is  by  far  too  low,  being  only  a  penny  each 
pafTcnger.  There  are  feveral  landing  places  on  each  fide, 
^nd  it  is  propofeJ  to  build  more.  'I  his  paflage  is  fafe  and  expe- 
ditious, and  may  be  had  at  all  times,  excepting  in  a  very  few 
cafes ;  and  this  only  happens  from  high  winds,  together  with 
particular  and  unfavourable  times  of  the  tide.  There  was 
a  large  boat  overfet  fome  years  ago,  occafioned  by  a  fudden 
Iquall,  and  its  being  fully  loaded  with  black  cattle;  the  boat- 
men were  loft,  and  alfo  the  paflcngcrs.  Upon  the  wcftcrn 
boundary  of  the  parifh,  is  a  fmall  harbour,  called  Bruce* 
haven  ;  (hips  fometlmes  take  in  coals,  but  no  other  trade  is 
carried  on  there. 

« 

]\limufacfures  and  Trade »^-T!htTt  is  but  little  trade  carried 
on  here.  Some  fmall  merchants,  for  the  mod  part,  fupply 
the  inhabitants  with  neceflary  articles  ;  and  there  is  a  near  and 
cafy  accefs  to  Dunfermline  and  Edinburgh.  This  is  a  very 
convenient  (ituation  for  (hip-builders.  Some  time  ago,  they 
met  with  great  encouragement,  but  at  prefent  there  is  little 
doing  in  that  line.  A  confiderable  whilky  diftillery  is  eredt- 
cd  here :   It  belongs  to  a  Company,  and  is  managed  by  one 

of 
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of  the  partners.    The  fpirits  are  faid  to  be  of  a  fine,  and 
€ven  fuperior  quality  ;  they  are  fold  at  the  common  current 
prices  ;  and  the  fale  of  them  is  very  cxtcnfivc.     It  feemsno 
be  in  a  (»*ol*perous  and  flourffliing  ftate.    There  is  Ukewife 
a  brewery,  carried  on  to  no  great  extent,  and  fenring  chiefl7 
for  theconfuinpt  of  the  inhabitants.     There  is  a  Company 
who  import   annually  from  the  Baltic  large  quantities  of 
wood  5  they  have  extenfivc  and  rapid  (ales,  and  arc  very 
fuccefsful  in  that  trade.    The  coal  (hipped  here  is  by  far 
the  greateft  article  of  trade.   The  coalliery  is  at  Halbeath,  in 
the  pariih  of  Dunfermline :    It  once  belonged  to  a  Dutch 
Company ;  but,  being  attended  with  no  advantage,  they  dii^ 
pofed  of  it.    It  is  now  w(M*ked  by  a  Company  of  our  own 
countrymen,  who  carry  it  on  with  ipirit^  and  have  brought 
it  to  a  flouri(hing  ftace.     There  is  a  proper  waggon  road 
laid  with  timber,  for  the  dlftance  of  five  miles,  and  kept  in 
good  repair  at  a  great  expcncc.     Twenty-four  waggons  arc 
employed  ;  they  arc  drawn,  fome  by  one  and  others  by  two 
horfes,  and  bring  down  two  tons  each  time.    The  coals  are 
good,  burn  well,  and  have  great  heat  and  force ;  they  are 
fold  at  15  s.  per  waggon,  the  great  coal ;   and   1 1  s.  (S  d.  tho 
chows  or  fmall  coal :    The  burgcfs  inhabitants  buy  them,  by 
a  particular  agreement,  at  a  cheaper  rate.    Twenty-five  thou-  - 
fand  tons  and  upwards  are  fliipped  annually ;  the  demand  is 
greater  than  can  be  anfwered  ;  and  fliips  frequently  wait  j 
and  6  weeks.     There  are  a  few  fak-pans  that  make  annually 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  thoufand  bulhels.    An  iron  foundery 
was  lately  fct  up.    Several  experienced  workmen  are  em- 
ployed in  it :    They  make  beautiful  chimney  grates,  waggon 
wheels,  and  all  kind  of  caft  iron  work  for  machinery  and 
houfc  utenfils.    This  feems  to  be  a  convenient  and  advanta- 
gcous  fituation  ;  the  metal  can  be  brought  by  fca ;  it  is  near 
to  coal  J  and  the  manufaftured  goods  can  be  tranfportcd  ve- 
ry 
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rf  itump,  and  in  TiaaR  €|uantm€s,  bf  metns  of  the  coal  (hips, 
tO'inJiiy  parts  in:Scotbnd»  and  bf  the  vicmity  to  Lckh,  to 
any  Ckxieig*  port  There  is  a  br»ich  of  the  Borrowflounnefs 
cuftom-hoafe  edabliihtd  here  fbr  the  convenience  of  the 
coafting  trade  carried  on  froA  this  purt*  and  from  St.  Davids, 
the  property  of  Sir  JolMLlieod««ron|-'fiiaronet,  of  Forded  and 
the  Aipfiifig  f  lace  ^f  his  great  coal  wotisa* 

V 

M&l^Jimd  State,  School,  CsV.—Sir  Willg^m  Erlkine,  Ba- 
yonet, of  Torry,  is  ihe  patron,  having  lately  piirchafed  the 
frAate  of  Spencerfield,  to  which  is  annexed  the  right  of  pa- 
tronage. The  church  was  repaired  and  partly  rebuilt  within 
thefe  20  years.  Jt  is  large  enough  to  contain  the  pariihionefs. 
le  is  a  little  fingular  in  outward  appearance,  lieing  covered 
wkh  three  roofs- of  equal  dimeofions,  which  are  fupported 
by.  two  rows  of  arches  within,  and  the  two  fide  walls*  It 
could  eafily  be  made  a  handfome,  commodious,  and  elegant 
church.  Upon  the  weft  fide,  adjoining  to  it,  is  the 
fieeple,  which  fcems  to  be  very  ancient,  from  the  appea- 
rance of  the  ftones  and  the  form  of  the  building.  The 
ftipemd  :^t  prefcnt  confifts  of  5  chalders  viOual,  and  500 
inerks  Scots,  befides  4  U  Sterling,  of  what  is  called  vicarage. 
,  The  free  teindsare  coofiderable :  There  has  been  no  augmeo- 
tatibn  fince  the  year  i^j^6^  and  a  procefs  is  now  carrying  on 
for  that  purpofe.  There  is  00  manfe  or  garden,  but  an  al- 
lowance for  houfe  rent  is  paid  by  the  town  and  fome  of  the 
heritors.  A  fmall  houfe  and  garden  at  Rofyth  goes  by  that 
namel  There  are  two  glebes  and  a  fmall  park  by  itfelf,  mak- 
ing in  all  eight  acres  of  excellent  ground.  The  one  is  the 
^lebe  of  Rofythi  which  was  annexed  to  this  parilh,  and  lies 
adjacent  to  that  old  church  now  in  rums  %  but  it  is  propofed. 
to  have  it  exchanged  and  placed  with  the  other,  whicli  is  near 
^e  towji* 

Thcr^ 


There  is  a  tolerable  fchoolhoufe,  wifh  a  fufficieot  garden. 
The  prefent  Tchocrfinafter  \  who  is  a  very  good  fcholar,  has 
been  here  upwards  of  40  years ;  he  draws  an  annual  ialary 
of  200  merks  Scots,  paid  by  the  town  and  heritprs.  He  is 
a1(b  precentor  and  fe£Bon  derk^  for  which  he  receives  26  h 
Scots,  with  the  ordinary  emoluments  and  dues  belonging  to 
that  office.  He  teaches,  befidcs  the  common  branches  of 
education,  the '  ianguages,  navigation,  and  the  other  parts  of 
mathematics.  The  number  of  Tcholars  is  about  50,  being 
commonly  40  in  fummer  and  60  in  winter.  There  are  feve« 
ral  private  teachers  bcfides.  The  fchool  wages  are  too  low, 
and  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  teachers  abilities  and  la* 
hours;  although  as  much  as  can  be  well  afforded  by  the  poor 
part  of  the  inhabitants.  The  number  of  poor  receiving  pub- 
lic charity,  is  not  confiderable.  Their  funds  were  much  din» 
nifhed  by  the  failure  of  a  perfon  who  had  their  money  in  his 
hands ;  and  they  now  chiefly  arife  from  the  weekly  collec- 
tions at  the  church  doors,  which  at  prefent  anfwer  the  de- 
mands. 

Re/igiouj  Pnfuqfimsj-^'BMhtv  more  than  the  half  of-  thf 
inhabitants  in  the  town  and  pariih  adhere  to  the  eftablifhed 
church;  the  reft  are  Burghers,  Antiburgers,  Relief,  and 
Cameronians,  A  Burgher  meeting  houfe  was  built  here  about 
40  years  ago,  occafioned  by  the  fettlement  of  the  late  incum- 
bent, who,  it  feems,  though  a  moft  worthy  and  refpefkable 
charaAer,  was  dilagreeable  to  a  great  number  of  the  paril};^ 
ioners  \  it  is  moftly  attended  by  the  loweft  part  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  many  of  them  come  from  the  neighbouring  pa- 
riihes*  The  Antiburghert  and  Relief  are  not  numerous, 
^d  attend  their  meetmg  boufes  in  Dunfennlme.    The  €»• 

meropiaosj 

*  Mr  Robert  Duncan^  tranflator  of  Boethius  on  the  Confii* 
lltimofFhikifophy. 
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mcxomznSf  in  this  place,  took  their  rife,  a  few  years  ago» 
from  a  diftereace  among  the  Burghers,  manj  of  whom, 
along  with  their  minifter,  at  that  time,  joined  thetnfelves 
with  tills  feA :  They  have  no  proper  meeting  hooie,  and 
are  occafionaily  fupplted  with  fermons,  though  bat  fel- 
dom^  by  their  itinerant  preachers.  It  is  remarkable,  that  all 
thefe  differences  arofe  about  church  politics,  they  are  main- 
tained and  kept  up  with  the  fame  fpirit  and  zeal,  and  the 
leaders  of  each  feA  ufe  the  utmoft  endeavours  to  retain  their 
adherents  and  followers,  which,  among  fuch  a  clafs  of  hearers, 
are  frequently  attended  with  conliderable  fuccefs. 

Enunent  ^^n.— This  pariih  has  given  birth  to  (everal  per- 
fons  who  have  diftioguilhed  themfelves  in  their  profeffional 
line.  Commodore  Roxburgh«  born  in  this  town,  was  promo- 
ted to  that  rank  in  the  Ruffian  fervice,  and  was  very  aftive 
and  attentive  to  its  ioterefts  before  he  quitted  it.  The  fa- 
mous Admiral  Greig  was  a  native  of  this  town,  was  educated 
under  the  prcfent  fchoolmafter,  and  went,  at  an  early  period 
of  life,  into  the  Britifli  fervice.  While  in  the  navy  of  Great 
Britain,  he  diftinguilhed  himfelf  at  the  defeat  of  Conflans  by 
Admiral  Hawke,  the  taking  of  the  Havannah,  and  fcveral 
other  engagements  in  that  fuccefsful  war.  After  the  peace  of 
1762,  he  entered  into  the  Ruffian  fervice »  and  there,  at  the 
battle  of  Chio,  contributed  principally,  by  his  advice  and  ex- 
ertions, to  the  de(iru£Uon  of  the  whole  Turkiih  fleet.  Senfi- 
ble  of  his  great  profeffional  merit,  her  Imperial  Majefty  pro* 
moted  him  (though  a  foreigner)  to  the  chief  command  of  the 
Ruffian  navy,  which  he  raifed  to  a  degree  of  refpedtability 
and  importance  it  never  before  had  attained.  In  reward  of 
his  great  fcrvices,  the  Emprefs  beftowed  on  him  many  ho- 
nourable marks  of  di(lin£liont  and  an  eftate  in  Livonia  which 
his  family  now  enjoy.    In  the  laft  war,  between  the  Ruffians 

and 
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and  Turks^  which  laft  were  joined  by  the  Swedes^  he,  in  (he 
Baltic,  debated  the  Swedifh  fleet,  and  had  not  a  part  of  his 
Iquadron,  through  cowardice,  refufed  to  come  into  a£bion,  he 
probably  had  captured  or  funk  the  moft  of  them.  Soon  after 
this,  be  was  fcized  with  a  fever,  and  died  at  Revel,  on  the 
26th  O^ober  1788.  He  was  no  lefs  illuftrious  for  courage 
and  naval  ikill,  than  for  piety,  benevolencej  and  every  pri* 
▼ate  virtue  ^. 

Chara^er. 

•  j^ntiquities* — Upon  the  top  of  Lethem  hill,  there  are  feme 
large  floncs,  placed  in -a  circular  form,  faid  to  have  been  a  Drui- 
dical  temple.   King  David  the  I.  frequently  rcfidcd  in  this  place. 
Some  perfons  remember  to  have  feen  the  ruins  of  a  houfe  at  the 
north  end  of  the  town,   which  commonly  went  by  the  name  of 
King  David's  Houfe,  but  there  remains  not  the  fmalleft  vcftige. 
At  the  North  Ferry,  there  are  the  ruins  of  a  chapel,  which  was 
liberally  endowed  by  King  Robert  the  I.  and  fervcd  by  the 
Monks  of  Dunfermline.     The  Francifcans  and  the  Dominicans, 
or  the  black  and  grey  Friars,  had  both  of  them  convents  in  this 
town.    There  is  a  houfe  called  the  Inns,  which  ftijl  has  pecu- 
liar privileges  and  exemptions,  not  being  within  the  jurifditftion 
of  the  magiftrates,  and  appears  to  have  been  one  of  them,  from 
its  form,  vaults,  high  garden  walls,  and  other  buildings.     To- 
wards the  north  part  of  the  parilh,  there  is  a  (lone  fet  up  about 
10  feet  high,  2  J  broad,  and  i  thick,  commonly  called  the  ftand^ 
ing  ftono.     Many  rude  figures  fecms  to  have  been  cut  upon  it, 
but  are  much  defaced  by  the  weather  and  length  of  time ;  how- 
ever, two  armed  men  on  horfcback,  the  one  behind  the  other, 
appear  pretty  difccrnible  on  the  eaft  fide.     It  is  fuppofcd,   that 
after  fome  battle  between  the  Scots  and  Danes,  fought  near  this 
place,  fome  Dane  of  diftin^iion  had  fallen,  and  been  buried  there 
and  this  done,  as  was  then  very  commonly  done,  raifed  as  a 
monument  over  his  grave.     In  this  parilh  is  the  caftlc  of  Ro- 
fyth,  almoft  oppofite  to  Hopeton  Houfe ;  it  is  built  upon  rock, 
and  furroanded  by  the  fea  at  full  tide ;  it  contifts  of  a  large 
fquare  lower,  and  fome  low  ruinous  walls  adjoining  to  it,  but 
there  is  the  appearance  of  larger  and  more  extended  buildings. 
It  cannot  now  be  afccrtained  by  whom  it  was  built,  or  at  what 
time.     Above  a  door,  upon  the  north  fide,  there  is  a  coat  of 
arms  with  a  crofs,  a  crown,  &c.  and  M.  R.  156 1.     Upon  the 
Ilonc  bars  of  windows  in  the  fquare  tower,  there  is  T.  •  S.  and 

M. 
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Cbaraaif.'-^Tht  people  in  general  are  fober,  ioduflnoa^ 
and  attentiTe  i  they  follow  their  feveral  employmenu  with 
a0iduit7  and  care,  and  earn  a  comfortable  livelihood  for 
thcmfdves  and  families.  They  leem  to  be  contented  and  hap- 
py with  their  ikuation  in  life.    The  better  fort  are  kind  and 
hofpitable^  diligent  and  aAive  in  profecuting  their  bafinels 
and  purfaitSy  and  are  much  given  to  company  and  entertain- 
ments ih  each  others  houfes,  but  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  parties,  who  ailbciate  much,  are  united  in  the  fame  politi- 
cal fentiments  and  views.     Burgh  politics,  and  the  ele£tioQ 
of  members  of  parliament,  have  an  unhappy  influence  upoa 
the  morals  of  the  people.    They  carry  on  thcfc  contefts  with 
the  greateft  aoimoiity  and  keenneis,  and  exert  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  promote  the  iotcreft  and  caufe  of  the  favourite 

candidate. 

M.  •  N.  anno  1639.  Upon  the  fouth  fide,  near  the  door,  is  diis 
infcriptiony  pretty  entire  and  legible, 

IN  DEV  TIME  DRAV  YIS  CORD  YE  BEL  TO  CLINK 
QVHAIS  MERY  VOCE  VARNIS  TO  MEAT  &  DRINK. 

This  caftle  was  the  ancient  feat  of  the  Stuarts  of  Rofyth,  lineal- 
Jy  defccndcd  from  James  Stuart,  brother  gcrman  to  Walter  thd 
great  Stuart  of  Scotland,  and  father  to  King  Robert*  The  lail 
Jaitd  of  that  name,  having  no  near  relations,  cfifpofed  of  the 
cftate  to  a  ftranger  ;  it  afceiwards  became  the  pofTcflion  of  Lord 
Rofebcrry ;  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Hopcton. 
There  is  a  tradition,  however  unfounded  it  may  be,  that  Oli- 
ver Cromwell's  mother,  being  a  daughter  of  the  family  oiSirx* 
art  of  Rofyth,  was  born  in  this  calllc,  and  that  the  proteflor 
vifiied  it,  during  the  time  he  commanded  the  army  in  Scotland. 
It  is  faid,  there  is  a  record  in  the  Advocate's  Library  at  Edin- 
burgh, which  gives  an  account  of  the  ftruggle,  the  ancicot 
Culdces  maintained  for  their  rights,  lands,  &c.  which  dontaiDS 
alfo  the  cenfure  pronounced  agairift  them  by  the  Romifli  clergy, 
in  thefe  words :  Ada  in  ccclefia  parochiali  de  Inuer(fethyn,  an- 
no fccundo  regni  regis  Alexandri,  gratiae  anno  1150,  &c.  and 
mentions  the  probability  that  this  fevere  procedure  and  fentence 
obliged  them  to  fubmit  to  the  bifliop  of  St.  Andrew's,  who  by 
degrees  fupprcffcd  their  order,  and  cftablifhcd  the  Popi(h  CIcrgT 
in  their  place. 


Csftolidate*  fi  is  much  to  be  lamented,  thatTcligidii  is  maclt 
ibbferFicDt  to  tfaefe  purpofeS|  and  the  fettlcment  of^itsrmhiifr 
ters  conncfted  wkh  the  pplitks  and  the  faftitfos  of  the  .burglijk 
Here-the  inhabitants  have  fopporfed  or  oppofedi  aotordii^'ik 
lOit  promotiotiof  the  perfon >ras  filfthbleOir  t^iaxfcil'W'fh%ir 
lk>Kti€al  viam ;  and  they  now  ftaml^lifliYignUlied  hi  tte  MftidMt 
of  thie  church,  'for  two  fucceffive  ot^poBtiohs^r  in  ifae  laft  oi^ 
which,  and'  that  but  lateljr,  nianf  of  .tbe^pec^ple  dectared 
i^akift  their  political  leaders,  and  wdnld  no  longer  obey  their 
unrdaiboable  and  unchriftian.  orders.  However,  npOB  th^ 
#hdle,  the  peojde,  Whh  a  few  exceptions,  .are  reHgions  an^ 
devoQt,  peaceable  and  ufefbl  members  of  fociety,  and  attached 
to  their  king  and  country^  its  civil  confiltmion,  and  its  quld^ 
equitable,  and  ialntarj  laws, 

MifieUamsMs  OifervattoHs.-^Tht  fittiation  of  this  parilh.b 
healthy  and  chearfiul :  There  are  no  difeafes  peculiar  to  it»  the 
fmaU-poz  raged  laft  fummer  with  great  Violence,  and  car^ 
ried  off.great  numbers  of  children^  Inoculation  is  much  nq- 
glcAed  by  the  lower  fort  of  the  people,  and  many  of  them 
have  an  infiipefable  prejudice  and  aVerfi<^  againft  the  phidice 
of  it.  ProvifioQs  of  all  kinds  are  good  and  plenty,  but  fomc 
of  them  dearer  than  in  Edinburgh.  The  roads  are  well 
made :  There  is  a^toU  bar,  a  mile  from  the  North  Perry,  the 
pcqduce  of  which,  with  the  commuted  ftatute  labour,  keeps 
them  in  good  repair.  Near  the  North  Ferry,  there  are'large 
quarries ;  the  ftone  is  very  hard  and  durable,  and  generally,  dug 
out  in  porp^icular  rows*  Some  time  ago  great  quantitien:. 
were  prepared  and  fliipped,  to  pave  the  fireets  of  I^nd^n^- 
but  none  has  been  carried  there  for  fome  years.'*  The 
Frith  gradually  contraOs  from  Kinghbm*,  here  the  fhore, 
which  is  high  and  rocky^  fuddealy  firetches  out  towards  the 
fouth,  and  brbgs  it  within  a  narrow  compafs.  The  water 
is  deep,  and  the  tides  rapid,  owing  to  the  widencfs  and  length 

Vo»,.X.  jT  of 
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of  the  Frkh  above.  There  was  a  battery  erefted,  apdn'tlilf 
point  of  land  to  the  eaft  of  the  Ferrf,  after  Paul  Jones  ap- 
peared, with  his  fmalL  fquadroo,  ,and  alarmed  the  coafts. 
7*here  is  a  higher  and  a  lower  battery,  mounting,  together, 
8  iron  guns,  ao  pounders,  and  8  field  pieces.  In  the  mid* 
die  of  the  Frith,  and  right  oppofite,  ftands  Inch»Garvie,  the  • 
old  fortifications  of  which  were  repaired  at  that  time  i  and 
4  iron  guns,  ao  pounders,  mounted  upon  them.  Each  gun  has 
ICO  rounds  of  amunition.  One  man  belonging  to  the  corps 
of  artillery  lives  here,  to  notice  the  works,  and  take  care  of 
the  flores.  There  is  no  account  of  any  remarkable  battle 
within  the  parifh.  There  was  a  fmall  ikirmifh  upon  the  Ferry 
hills,*  between  the  Scots  and  Englifh  m  Oliver  Cromweirs 
dme.  The  great  and  fevere  engagement  upon  the  following 
day,  which  was  maintained  with  fo  much  obftinacy  and  flaugh- 
-ter  on  both  fides,  and  terminated  in  the  defeat  of  the  Scots^ 
was  indeed  begun  near  this  town,  upon  a  place  called  Hill- 
field  -,  but  the  Scots  retreating,  it  was  chiefly  fought  upon 
the  oppofite  bank  of  Mafterton,  which,  though  not  far  dif-* 
tant,  lies  in  the  par tfh  of  Dunfermline.  Upon  the  top  ot 
the  Ferry  hills  the  profpefk  is  beautiful,  extenfive,  and  pic« 
turefque  to  the  higheft  degree.  There  is  a  view  from  the 
Ifland  of  May  to  Stirling,  and  £ar  beyond  it,  of  a  rich  country 
diverfified  with  towns,  villages,  caftles,  and  noblemen's  and 
gentlemen^s  feats,  and  bounded  by  the  diftant  hrlls,  withnume^ 
rous  objeAs,  and  variegated  fcenes  on  each  fide ;  the  coafls  of 
Lothian  and  Fife,  with  their  fertile  fields ;  the  feveral  little 
iflands  of  Garvie,  Comb,  Cramond,  and  Keith  ;  fhips  faiU 
ing  in  all  direftions,  and  fome  of  them  lying  at  anchor  in 
Leith  Roads  and  other  places  $  and  to  complete  the  whole, 
there  is  a  magnificent  view  of  Edinburgh,  its  majeftic  caftle 
and  lofty  buildings,  together  with  the  New  Town,  which  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  moft  handfome  and  elegant  in  Europe. 

«3r  The 
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ift  The  following  additional  partkidars  were  received  finca 
.  the  preceding  accooot  wem  to  theprefi. 

la  the  grounds  of  Cajit<md  Hilt,  the  property  of  the  Earl 
•f  Morton,  a  lead  mine  was  accidentally  difcoTered  abotit 
30  years,  ago.  The  ore  is  fald  to  have  been  of  an  extraor- 
dinary fine  quality.  The  l^ratdm  mzs  fojind  to  be  very  iprc« 
gular,  and  of  unequal  thicknefs*  After  being  wrought  for 
fome  time,  it  totally  difappeared.  A  confiderable  fum  was 
expended,  and  the  working  of  it  attended  with  fome  lofs» 
It  is,  however,  thought,  that  there  is  plenty  of  lead  ore  iq 
thefe  lands,  and  that  it  might  be  wrought  out  to  great  ad- 
vantage. 

In  the  beginning  of  laft  winter,  a  confiderable  (hoal  of 
herrings  came  into  this  bay ;  and,  about  the  North  Ferry, 
'they  were  caught  in  great  quantities,  and  the  fifhing  comi« 
noed  for  a  long  time.  In  the  beginning  of  this  winter,  there 
came  a  fiill  greater  (hoal,  cxtepJing  all  the  way  from  Incb* 
Comi  to  Inch'Garvk.  A  great  number  of  boats,  from  the 
eaft  coafts  of  Fife,  well  manned,  and  fupplied  with  proper 
nets,  are  now  employed  in  this  herring  fifhing,  and  meet 
with  ample  fuccefs.  The  herrings  are  pretty  large,  and  very 
good.  They  are  fold  at  different  prices,  and  fometimes  {b 
very  low  as  6  d.  per  hundred.  They  are  carried  to  £din« 
burgh,  and  many  other  places,  in  a  fre(h  fiate.  Some  mer- 
chants have  fent  up  feveral  veiTels  to  take  them  in,  properly 
falted  in  barrels ;  and,  it  is  faid,  propofe  to  fend  them  to  the 
London  and  foreign  markets.  They  ftill  continue  *  in  the 
greateft  plenty,  and  may  probably  do  fo  during  a  great  part 
of  the  winter  feafon.  Some  young  whales^  one  of  which  has 
been  caught,  difturb  the  fiOiing,  and  fometimes  defiroy  the 
nets. 

In 
•  December  9th^  1793. 
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▼eaient  fer  carrjisgM  tlm  bufiM&  The  nnr  hkks  cas 
be  got  in  great  quantitiet,  this  bebg  the  market  where  the 
«l|)ac09t  pants  of  the  countrjr  and  the  fliippio§»  both  m  this 
md  the  aeigbbooring  povta»  are  fupplied  wJth  peovifiaoi* 
The  prefeBt  wocfc  is  but  fiaall ;  the  leather  mmjm  it  tmd  tm 
be  of  an  ofdinanr-  (aalkik  and  inaata  nith  e^aaadv  filew 
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NUMBER    XSVr. 
PARISH    OF  CAM.PBKLTOK 

Bj  tbi  RiViTifid  Dr  John  Smith,  Mhifter* 


Origin  tf'ttk  Name. 


TBB  ptriA  of  Campbeltotr  isvthe  ft^t  of  the  Frdbyterjr 
oFKintjrres  which  isfometitnes,  but  improperly,  fpeh 
Canijft^  The  name  oF  the  psrrifli  is*  not  older  than  the  be- 
giitfiiDg  of  the  prcfent  centnry,  when  the  towii,  vflAth  makes 
a  paK  of'iti  was  created  abnrgby  andcalted  CAUTiazLTovt, 
from  the  familf  name  of  the  fidko  of  AVgyll,  the  priacipal 
proprietor  of  the  town  and  neighboorhood;  For  fbme  time 
before  that  period,  it  went  bf  the  name  of  Oofm^loci^/LaciL 
head)t  which  it  ftill  retains  in  the  language  of  the  country, 
and  Ibmetimes  bf  the- name  of  FSlkerran^  one  of  the  fdur  an-* 
fient  pariihts  united  in  the  hft>  century  into  on6.  But  the 
oldest  name  of  Gampbelton,  by  which  a  part  of  it  is  ftlll 
known,  is  DalntaSmn^  from  its-  having' been  the  capital  of 
the  ancient  Scottiih  or  ]>alreu(Mnian  kingdom,  as  will  after* 
Ihuxis  be  noticed. 

Av//ii/.— The  parifli  of  Gampbelton  confifts  of  a  large  fec- 
titn  of  the  pcninrula.of  Kintyre,    IuJengtb«  from  noi^to 


footh^  is  imputed^  to  be  ii  miltt ;  iti  breadth  at  the  north 
end  about  6^  and  at  the  Ibuth  end  about  19.  It  is  narrowed 
about  the  middle,  where  the  two  feas  verge  towards  one  anp* 
ther  \  the  baj  of  Machir-hani(h  ninniog  in,  a  confideraMe 
way  on  the  one  fide^  and  the  loch  of  Kilkerraoj  or  harbour 
of  Campbelton,  on  the  other.  The  (pace  between  the  two 
is  occupied  by  a  large  plain^  of  about  4  miles  in  length  aad  3 
in  breadth^  and  not  above  40  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lea. 

&«/.— This  plain  confifts  partly  of  fand  covered  with  bent, 
and  a  thin  but  fine  pile  of  grafs  \  partly  of  arable  and  marfh, 
of  which  Tome  has  been  drained  \  but.  principally  of  mofit 
fome  of  which  has  been*  and  more  may  yet  be»  improved. 
Both  ends  of  the  parifli,  to  the  north  and  fouth  of  this  flat^ 
are  hilly,  rifing  gradually  to  looo  or  laoo  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  fea.  The  £kJrts  of  the  hillsj  and  fome  valleys 
near  their  fummits,  are  cultivated  \  but  the  furf ace  is  in  ge- 
nend  covered  with  heath.  The  foil  is  of  various  kinds,  deep 
mr  Ihallow^  according  to  its  altitude  or  declenfion,  and  much 
of  it  wet  or  fpouty.  In  general,  however,  the  arable  land 
is  light  and  warm,  and«  when  compared,  with  other  parts  of 
the  Highlands,  may  be  called  fertile*  ' 

Climate  smJ  Difeafes. — ^The  climate  is  mild,  but  the  air  is 
often  moift*  We  have  frequent  rains^  little  froft^  and  iel«< 
dom  any  fnow.  The  froft  is  not  often  fo  intenfe  as  to  fink  the 
thermometer  8  degrees  below  Fahrenheit's  fireezing  point. 
The  people  have  few  difeafes,  except  the  rheumatifm,  which 
b  afcribed  to  the  moifture  of  the  atmofphere,  and  putrid 
feversi  which  often  viiit  the  inhabitants  in  fpring^*  in  com* 

mon 

*  For  the  ezad  meafarenent,  we  muft  refer  to  a  map  of 
'ArgyUlhire,  about  to  be  publiflied  by  Mr  Langlands,  Land- 
furvcyor  to  the  Duke  of  Argyll.   * 
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Ynon  with  other  parts  of  the  Highlands ;  owing,  no  doubt,  to 
the  poor  manner,  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitant* 
live,  daring  the  winter  feafon.  Confumptions  too,  and  afth- 
matic  complaints,  are  not  unfrequent ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared^ 
that  we  muft  foon  be  compelled  to  invent  a  name  in  Gaelic 
for  the  palfy.  Were  the  people  able  to  pay  more  attention 
to  their  drefs,  their  diet,  and  their  dwellings,  their  ailments 
would  probaUy  decreafe,  as  their  conftitutibns  are  generally 
good,  and  th^p^imate  abundantly  healthy. 

Civil  Hiftary  *.— This  country,  like  the  reft  of  Britain,  was 
peopled  a^  firft  by  the  Celtic  tribes.  But  as  one  wave  im« 
pels  another,  fo  fucceeding  hords  feem  to  have  driven  the 
firft  fettlers  in  this  ifland,  to  Ireland  and  the  adjacent  ifles,  till 
a  fuperabundance  of  population  there,  made  them  recoil  on 
the  tribes  whom  they  had  left  behind  them. 

The  earlieft  claffical  mention  of  this  country  is  to  be  found 
in  Ptolomy,  who  feems  to  have  confidered  the  peninfula  of 
Kintyre  and  Knapdale,  as  united  to  the  iflands  of  Hay  and 
Jura  \  forming  the  territory,  which  he  calls  EpidiufH.  proba- 
bly from  a  fimilar  Celtic  word,  which  fignifies  the  ijle  of  tht 
Piffs  ;  for,  at  that  time,  the  Fi£b  were  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants of  thofe  parts,  where  they  remained  till  the  year  210 
of  the  Chriftian  aera ;  when,  in  their  turn,  they  were  driven 
in  conliderable  numbers  to  Ireland,  as  we  learn  from  the 
Piftifti  Chronicle. 

Some  time  a^ter,  (according  to  Father  Innes  and  others^ 
in  the  year  258,)  a  large  colony  of  the  ancient  Celtic  inhabi- 
tants 

-* 
*  The  parifh  of  Campbelton  being  the  CradU  of  the  ScoUi/6 
Monarchy f  the  reader  will  probably  be  defirous  of  having  a  fuU 
ler  account  of  its  ancient  ftate,  than  is  ufuai  in  thefe  ftatiftieal 
papers.  The  public,  therefore,  muft  feel  itfelf  indebted  toDr^ 
Si^iTHj^  for  the  pains  he  has  taken  to  elucidate  that  fubjcd. 
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tants  relufoed  from  IrciMKl^  during  the  comraotionB  ^ttA 
fookplfiMC  ki  Aat  oomitiyt  uadtr  tke  reign  of  ^Cocraad 
(yCaio,  and  cfibfted  a  ^Mtleaasot  in  the  Southern  parts  df 
the  J^idUh  :d«aiinion8,  irom  ^vbich  chey  iMdtfanBorljr  bssn 
enpeUed  \  ntnely,  Hi  'Kintyte  and  Argyll  *.  This  colony 
Iras  condafted  by  Itmda^  (as  Bede  calls  him)  or  -Cmrtrt 
RwMt  fan  of  Conar  H.  King  of  Ireland,  as  he  is  ftlled  hi 
the  Irifli  annals,  and  in  the  ancient  poemSi  which  celebrate 
his  valour.  The  family  of  Fingal,  who  had  eltablifiied  thetf 
little  kingdom  in  the  inftnd  diftriA,  which  (Hll  retains  the 
name  of  JHorvmf  feem  to  have  difputed  the  fovtrcignty  of 
the  country  with  Ctnrbre  or  Cairbar.  But  the  death  of  01^ 
car,  thcfonof  Offian,  who  fell  by  the  hands  of  Cali^barf, 
decided  the  clifpute  in  favour  of  the  latter.  From  this^  Calf 
bre  Kuadhj  or  RctUhaired  Cairbar^  Kiutyre  and  the  adjacent 
country  got,  and  long  retained,  the  name  of  Dal'-maidb^  tft 
the  poftkn  of  Ruadh :  and  hence  the  people  got  the  name  of 
DdiruaiMmf  which  was  'fdftened  or  corrupted  by  the  wri- 
ters of  the  Latin  into  Dmhreudi^  Dalriaski^  «m/  DafremUm. 

The  iame  people  are,  by  Ammtanus  Marcelltnus,  by  the 
amhor  of  the  Notitia  Imperii^  and  by  other  writers  of  the 
4th  and  5th  centuries,  called  Scctti  and  Atacptti  /  the  firft^ 
an  appellation  which  they'carrred  with  them  from  ire* 
land,  the  iccfiia  or  Scotland  of  that  period ;  the  tatter,  proba« 
bly  given  them  by  the  Romans,  from  hearing  their  country 
called  Aiafvttij  the  place  or  territory  of  the  Scots. 

About  the  middle  of  the  5th  ctntury,  (accordmg  to  Gildas 
in  446,)  the  Scots  were  again  driven  back  to  Ireland,  whefc 
they  remained  till  503,  when  they  returned  under  the  con* 

duft 

^  A  diftrid  of  the  county  fb  called. 

t  See  Ossiah's  Poem  of  Tivoaa,  in  which  the  Poet  tender- 
ly laments  the  death  of  his  fon  by  Cairbar. 
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'du£l  of  the  three  /ons  of  Ere,  called  Lorn>  Angus,  and  Fer- 
Igus;  who  became  the  fecond  founders  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Scots,  or,  as  they  were  ftiil  called,  Dalruaidbinu  At  that 
time  the  fons  of  £rc  muft  have  been  far  advanced  in  life^  for 
they  had  all  got  the  benediction  of  St.  Patrick,  who  died  m 
442.  Angus  feems  to  have  died  foon  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country,  for  we  hear  no  more  of  him.  In  the  diviiion  of 
the  country,  Ilay  probably  fell  ,to  his  fhare  j  as,  after  his 
death,  wc  find  it  ^fleired  by  his  fon  Murdach,  whofe  wi- 
dow Erca,  the  daughter  of  Lorn,  was  afterwards  married 
to  his  coufin-german,  the  Con  of  Conal  of  Ireland,  to  whom 
(he  bore  Fclim,  the  father  of  St.  Columba,  the  Apoftle  of 
the  Highlands. 

Of  the  main  land,  Lorn  took  the  northern  divifion,  which 
ftill  retains  his  name  ;  and  Fergus  the  fouthern,  or  Kintyrc 
and  Argyll.  Lorn  dying  in  a  (hort  time,  Fergus  added  his 
brother's  territory  to  his  own,  and  fo  became  fole  monarch 
of  the  Scots  or  Dalruaidhini ;  and  be  has  flood  ever  fince  at 
the  head  of  our  lift  of  Scottifti  Kings.  From  the  IriOi  fea, 
his  territory  extended  northward  to  Drumalbin,  or  Tyn- 
drum  i  and  was  bounded  on  the  caft  by  the  kingdom  of  tbe 
Britons  of  Strat^-Clyde,  whofe  capital  (while  the  kingdom 
cxiited)  was  A-cluith  or  Balclutha,  now  Dumbarton,  a  cor- 
ruption of  Dun-Briton.  On  the  north  it  was  bounded  by 
the  kingdom  of  the  Pifls,  whofe  capital  at  that  time  was 
Inverneis. 

As  the  Dalrcudinian  Kings  of  the  line  of  Fergus,  had,  for 
fome  centuries,  their  rclidencc  in  this  parifli,  where  they  were 
furroundcd  by  the  moft  fertile  traft  they  were  poflcflcd  of, 
and  where  ihcy  had  the  fafcft  and  moft  commodious  harbour 
In  their  whole  territory,  for  their  fleet,  it  may  perhaps  be  ex- 
pcftcd,  in  a  hiftory  of  this  parlfli,  that  fome  brief  account 
fliould  be  given  of  them;  and  that  fo  many  Kings  fliould  not 

Vol.  X.  3  U  be 
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be  pafled  over  in  Clencef  when  the  title  of  King  is  fb  juiUj 
refpefled  and  beloved.  Befides,  although  thcfe  Kings  lived 
in  Qairuadhain,  or  Campbelton^yet  their  hidory  cUims,  in  a 
particular  manner,  tlie  reader's  attention  }  as  it  U^  in  f^&,  the 
hiftory  of  the  Scottifh  kingdom  in  general,  of  which  this  pa- 
riih  was  the  cradle. 

F£RGUS»  as  already  mentioned,  began  his  reign  io  con* 
jundlion  with  Lorni  and  probably  with  Angus,  in  503.  In 
a  few  years,  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  foa  Domangard,  who, 
in  4  or  5  years,  left  the  kingdom  to  Congal,  one  of  his  fons 
by  Fedelina,  daughter  of  Brian  M'Achy,  King  of  Ireland. 
After  a  long  reign,  his  brother  Gauran  i'uccecded  him,  ac- 
cording to  the  annals  of  Ulller,  in  544,  and  lived  till  56O1 
when  his  ne^  hew,  Conal  I.  afcended  the  throne,  and  reigned 
till  575f  a  year  fatal  alfo  to  his  Ton  Doncha,  who  fell  in  the 
battle  of  Loro  in  Kintyre,  in  which  he  contended  with  his 
coufin  Aldan^  the  Son  of  Gauran,  for  the  fucccilion  to  the 
kingdom. 

The  fortune  of  the  day  gave  it  in  favour  of  Aidan,  (or 
Aodhan  M^Gauran^  as  he  is  called  in  our  tales  •).    Of  all  the 

•  It  is  remarkable  that,  in  fo  rude  an  age,  Aidan  was  not 
fatisfied  uith  the  title  which  he  had  got  to  the  kingdom  bj  the 
.  fword,  without  being  alfo  anointed  by  ot.  Columba.  The 
faint,  who  had  more  favour  for  his  brother  Eoghan,  delayed,  ior 
a  confiderablc  lime,  the  ceremony  of  the  unclion,  till,  a^  length, 
for  two  or  three  nights  fucceflively,  a  fupcrnaiural  agent,  it  i« 
faidf  appesired  to  him  in  a  viiion,  and  charged  him  to  perform 
his  office ;  aud,  as  he  ftill  delayed,  he  gave  him  at  laft  a  h\ov 
on  ihc  ^xQty  of  which  he  retained  the  mark  ever  after ;  adding, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  menace  of  repeating  the  corrcftion  if  hj 
fliould  put  off  the  bulinefs  any  longer.  The  faint,  it  ftonld 
feem,  did  not  chufe  to  run  the  hazard  of  having  the  threatea- 
ing  executed  He  anointed  Aidan  King,  and  zealouflf  fop" 
ported  his  intereft  ever  after ;  for  when  Aidan  was  to  fight  » 
battle,  the  moxiks  of  Jona  were  conyeaed  to  pray  for  iu'f^^' 
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Dalroadhain  KingSi  Aidan  wv  the  moft  renowned*.  He 
carried  his  victorious  arms  from  Ireland|  where  he  fought 
tnaoy  battlesi  to  the  ItLt  of  Man,  where  he  atfo  conquered  \ 
and  at  length  to  Northumberland,  where,  however,  his  for- 
mer good  fortune  failed  him.  In  605  he  died ;  and  was  bu« 
ried,  according  to  Fordun,  in  Kilkerran,  the  burying  place  of 
this  parifh* 

Of  Aidan's  many  fons,  the  greater  part  feem  to  have  fal- 
len the  vidims  of  his  battles.  Accordingly,  one  of  the 
youngeft  of  them,  Eochan  Buf^  (yellow  haired  He^cr)  was 
his  fucceflbr ;  who,  after  a  reign  of  16  or  17  years,  left  the 
throne  to  Condor  Ciar^  the  Ton  of  Conal,  who  had  already 
given  many  proofs  of  his  valour  in  fighting  againft  the  PiAs 
and  Irtfh.  In  622,  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon  Ferchar  I. 
who  left  the  throne  to  Dmai  Brec^  fon  of  Eachan  Bui',  and 
grandfbn  of  Aidan.  This  prince  was  often  in  the  field,  but 
feldom  or  never  viAorious.  In  the  battle  of  Moy.roth  in 
Ireland,  (in  the  year  637)  he  was  defeated  with  great  lofs  ; 
and  the  next  year  had  the  fame  bad  fortune  in  the  battle  of 
Glen-mureian.  In  64a,  he  was  killed  at  Fralth^Cairven,  as 
he  fought  with  Hoan,  King  of  the  Britons. 

The  Dalruadhain,  or  Scottifh  kingdom,  greatly  weakened 
by  the  wars  and  bad  fortune  of  Donal  Brec,  pxiTed  afterwards 
through  the  hands  of  Conal  IL  Oui^al,  Uonal  II.  and 
Malduine,  defcendants  of  Eachan  Bui' ;  but  in  that  declin- 
ing ftate,  which  is  fo  bitterly  lamented  by  Adomnan,  towards 
the  end  of  the  7th  century 

Accordingly  the  houfe  of  Lorn,  whofe  claims  lay  dormant 
for  many  generations,  found  now  a  favourable  opportunity 
of  difputing  with  the  houfe  of  Fergus  the  right  to  the  throne^ 
'and  of  beginning  thofe  wars  which,  with  various  fuccefs^ 
ferved  for  a  long  time  to  weaken  both  houfes,  and^  of  courfe^ 
to  hurt  the  general  interefts  of  the  kingdom. 

According 
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According  to  the  genealogy  of  the  book  of  Lecan,  Fetchff 
Fada»  the  facceflbr  of  Malduine»  was  of  the  houfc  of  Lorn. 
But  his  fucceflbr,  Achy  Rineval>  graodfon  of  Donal  Brec, 
was  of  the  FerguGan  or  Cantiriao  line,  and  held  the  unfteady 
*fceptre  only  2  or  3  years,  when  it  was  ieized  by  JbubettnA^ 
Ton  of  Ferchar  Fada.     But  he  had  fcarce  got  hold   d  itj 
when  it  was  wrefted  from  him  by  hb  own  brother  Selvac, 
who  feized  the  King,  (after  having  burned  his  palace  of  Dun- 
oily)  and  fent  him  in  chains  to  Ireland.    From  thence  he 
returned  \  after  1 2  years,  with  fome  afiiftance  which  he  had 
procured,  and,  in  attempting  to  recover  his  kingdom,  fell  h 
the  battle  of  Finglirn,  a  fmall  valley  in  the  mountains  of 
Lorn. 

Thefe  domeftic  quarrels  of  the  houft  of  Lorn,  gave  the 
family  of  Fergus  fome  time  to  recover.    Accordingly,  ve 
ilnd  in  the  fame  year  (718},  Doncba  Beg^  (or  LitiU  Duncaa) 
who  is  ftiled  only  Eling  of  Kintyre,  diiputing  the  fovereignty 
with  Selvac,  and  defeating  him  in  a  defperate  fea  engage- 
ment ;  which  was  fought  off  Ardinefie,  a  cape  or  promontory 
of  Argyll,  that  has  now  loft  its  ancient  name.     Donciu 
died  in  720,  but  Achy,  (probably  his  fon,)  and  the  grand- 
fon  of  Donal  Duine,  continued  the  conteft  with  Selvac  for 
5  or  6  years  longer  1  till,  in  726,  he  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  ob- 
tain a  divifion  of  the  diftrift  of  Argyll,  whith  lay  between  Kin- 
tyre  and  I^orn,  and  was  often  the  fubjeA  of  contention,  when 
neither  houfc  could  entirely  fubdue  the  other,     hi  729,  Sel- 
vac died,  and  Achy  fucceeded,  as  it  would  feem,  to  the  whole 
kingdom,  for  he  is  ftiled,  by  Tighearnach,  Rex  Dalriadd^  or 
King  of  Dalruaidh.     After  his  death,  which  is  placed  in 
73 3»  t^^  fuccefCon  is  not  clean     The  two  houfes,  as  for- 
merly in  the  cafe  of  Fergus  and  Lorn,  andjlately  of  Selvac  and 
Duncan,  feem,  at  times,  to  have  had  feparate  Kings  1  and,  by 
that  means,  to  have  occalioned  fome  confufion  in  the  lift  ^'^ 

cur 
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•ur  Scottifli  fovereigns,  which,  an  author  in  a  remote  cor*- 
ner,  with  few  books  to  confult  on  the  fubje^t^  may  not  per^ 
haps  be  able  entirely  to  remove*  Upon  the  death  of  Achy, 
Murdachy  the  fon  of  Anchellach^  according  to  the  annals 
of  Tigheamachy  affiuned  the  kingdom  of  Lorn  *,  at  a  time 
when  it  would  feem,  from  the  annals  of  Ulfter,  that  Dun- 
Isdng,  brother  of  Achy,  (and  another  ion  of  Doncha  Beg) 
afcended  the  throne  of  Kintyre.  The  death  of  this  prince 
IS  placed  in  746,  ^htti  he  was  fucceeded  by  Aodh  Fionn,  or 
Aidan  the  fair,  (ion  of  his  brother  Achy)  remarkable  for  his 
long  reign  of  30  years.  The  end  of  this  period  will  bring 
us  down  to  776,  which  begins  the  reign  of  Fergus,  another 
fon  of  Achy,  whofe  death  is  marked,  in  the  annab  of  Uliter^ 
under  the  year  780. 

To  Fergus  iucceeded  Donchorcai,  who  died  in  791,  be^ir- 
ing,  like  Fergus,  the  title  of  King  of  Dalruaidh*  The  Co- 
nal,  who  ilands  next  in  the  ordinary  lift,  is  probably  the  fon 
of  Aiaiuy  (or  Aodh,  above  mentioned)  whofe  death  the  an- 
nals of  Uliter  place  in  806,  when  he  was  probably  fucceed* 
ed  by  Angus^  (fon  of  Dunlaing)  who  died  in  81 1. 

Between  Angus  and  Alfine  three  other  kings  intervene, 
Aodh^  Eoghanan^'mi  Dugbal i  and  although  fome  queftions 

have 

*  About  the  clofe  of  the  partial  reign  of  Murdach,  (aun* 
Ult.  735)  Unguft,  King  of  the  Pids,  committed  great  devafta- 
tion  in  bis  territories.  He  took  Dunath,  burned  Creich,  and 
put  the  fons  of  Selvac  in  chains,  as  their  iather  had  formerly 
treated  his  own  brother.  He  alfo  repeated  his  hoilile  vifit  fooa 
after,  and  crafhed  the  houfe  of  Lorn  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  ic 
never  afterwards  recovered.  Stili,  however,  it  had  fome  who 
claimed,  occafionally,  the  title  of  King ;  of  whom  were  pro- 
bably Donald,  one  of  the  Conals,  and  that  Conftantine*  who 
appears  in  the  lid  of  our  Scottifli  Kings.  He  was  probably 
the  laft  of  thofe  who  ventured,  in  799,  to  engage  in  a  fkirmiih 
Tyith  the  houfe  of  Kintyre,  in  which  Fiangalach,  fon  of  Dun- 
iaiog,  was  killed. 
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have  arlfen  abont  their  genealogyi  as  well  as  that  of  their 
fucceflor  Alpine^  yet  if  we  confider  the  declining  fiate  of  the 
boufc  of  Lorn,  and  the  growing  power  of  that  of  Kintyre, 
which,  ever  fince  t&e  reign  of  Doncha  Beg,  extended  the 
fceptre  generally  over  all  Dalruaidh,  no  reafonablc  doubt  can 
remain,  in  which  honfe  the  crown  would  continue  permanent- 
ly fixed.  Even  before  the  Pidb  had  reduced  the  power  of 
Lorni  the  hoafe  of  Fergus  had  become  fo  powerful,  and  had 
left  fuch  inconfiderable  territories  to  that  of  Lorn,  that  it 
muft  have  been  foon  annihilated,  without  the  hdp  of  a  fo- 
reign invafion. 

As  Alpine  and  Kenneth  could  not  be  of  the  houfe  of  Lorn, 
It  is  ftill  lefs  probable  that  they  (hould,  as  a  late  writer  *  fup- 
pofes,  be  defcended  from  the  PiAs,  and  become  fovereigns  by 
right  of  conqueft.  The  PiAs,  about  this  time,  though  able 
to  diftrefs  the  feeble  and  exhauiled  power  of  Lorn,  were  by 
no  means  in  condition  to  contend  with  the  houfe  of  Fergus, 
then  at  the  height  of  its  power.  Inftead  of  extending  their 
territories  and  making  conquefts,  the  Pi^  were  by  this  time 
greatly  reduced,  and  rapidly  declining.  From  the  annals  of 
Ulder  it  appears,  that  they  were  about  this  period  not  only 
harrailed  by  foreign  enemies,  but  miferably  torn  by  inteftioe 
feuds  In  710,  they  iuffered  a  great  ilaughter,  in  a  battle 
which  they  fought  with  the  Saxons ;  and  m  the  fame  year 
'were  worfted  in  another  by  the  Dalruaidhins*  In  716,  we 
find  them  again  engaged  with  the  Dalruaidhins,  and  again 
worfted.  In  727  they  are  at  war  among  themfelvcs,  and 
great  numbers  of  them  flain  5  and  in  the  fame  year  another 
<«  lacrimabile  bellum,"  or  doleful  engagement,  of  the  fame 
kind  occurs.  Next  year  (728)  we  find  their  country  involv- 
ed in  another  war,  in  which  their  king  is  flain.   In  730,  they 

are 
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are  engaged  with  the  Dahruaidhins^  and  worfted.  In  749, 
they  are  engaged  whh  the  Britons,  and  Talorgan  their  leader 
killed.  In  7^8,  a  moft  dreadful  flaughter  of  them  is  made 
by  the  Norwegians.  When  reduced  to  this  low  ebb,  infiead 
of  conquering*  they  afforded  a  favourable  opportunity  for  be- 
ing conquered.  Accordingly  Kenneth,  at  this  very  junAure, 
rufhed  down  from  his  hill$|  with  his  hardy  mountaineers,  and 
feized  their  poffeilions  on  the  eaftern  coaft,  which  feem  to 
have  been  fo  greatly  depopulated,  by  the  repeated  calamities 
already  mentioned,  that  from  this  period  the  PiAs  ceafed  to 
be  a  peoplp,  and  their  very  language  funk  into  oblivion.  AU 
our  chronicles  agree  in  this  conqueft  of  Kenneth,  who  in  843 
tranflated  his  throne  from  Dairuadhain  (or  Campbelton)  to 
Fortren,  or  Forteviot,  whither,  in  the  local  hiftory  of  the  pa. 
rifh  of  Campbelton,  it  is  not  neccQary  to  follow  him. 

After  Kenneth  had  thus  removed  the  feat  of  his  govern- 
ment, from  the  weftern  to  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Scotland,  this 
remote  and  deferted  corner  foon  became  a  prey  to  foreign  in- 
vaders. The  Danes  and  Norwegians,  who,  iince  the  year 
795  made  frequent  defcents  on  the  weilern  ifles,  had  now 
got  firm  pofTeflion  of  the  greater  part  of  them.  Nor  were 
they  fatisfied  with  this,  /but  in  a  Ihort  time  made  fuch  fre- 
quent inroads  into  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  as  to  put  it  en- 
tirely out  of  the  fovereign's  power,  to  pay  any  attention  to  the 
frontiers.  Kintyre  being  a  peninfula,  fuffered  the  fame  fate 
with  the  iflands :  Both  were  the  afylum  of  pirates,  who  not 
only  infefted  thefe  and  the  adjacent  parts,  bat  frequently  re- 
turned to  commit  depredations  on  the  kingdoms  from  which 
they  came.  At  length  Harold  Harfagbr,  King  of  Den- 
mark, about  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  found  it  neceffary  to 
make  an  expedition  to  this  country  in  perfon,  for  the  purpofe 
pf  reducing  them  to  obedience^  and  stppoipting  a  viceroy  or 

gover- 
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governor  over  them }  ibr,  as  thefe  iflaods  were  chiefljr  m* 
haUted  b^  his  fobje£Uy  he  began  to  coofider  them  as  a  poot 
of  his  kingdom* 

His  lieutenant,  Kttii^  was  the  peribo  invefled  hj  Harold 
with  the  government  of  the  ifles  ;  bat  Ketil's  amUtion  was 
ilill  higher  than  his  ftation.  He  formed  alliances  wkh  die 
people,  fet  op  for  independence,  and  fixed  the  feat  of  his  lit* 
tie  kingdom  in  the  Ifle  of  Man,  where  he  and  his  fncceflbn 
for  leveral  generations  were  fometimes  independent,  and  at  o* 
ther  times  tributary,  according  to  the  vicifiitodes  of  their  af- 
fairs. 

"With  one  of  theTe  kings  or  viceroys,  Somerled,  at  powetw 
fbl  chieftain  of  Kintyre,  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  about 
the  beginning  of  the  12th  century*,  and  fome  time  after 
this  (in  1 158)  availing  himielf  of  the  troubles  of  that  aera, 
and  of  a  fleet  of  53  fail,  fet  up  for  an  independent  prince, 
:md  tore  the  weftern  ifles  and  Kintyre  firom  the  crown  of 
Mann.  After  this,  by  conqaeft  or  treaty,  he  made  himicif 
mafter  of  Lorn  and  Argyll,  which,  with  the  ifland  of  Mull, 
and  thoie  to  the  north  of  it,  he  gave  to  his  Ton  Dugal,  as  he 
did  Kintyre  and  the  ifles  to  the  fouth  of  it,  to  his  other  fon 
Reginald. 

Somerled,  not  yet  fatisfied  with  the  extent  6f  his  pofler. 
(ions,  and  elated  with  the  fuccefs  which  had  hitherto  atten- 
ded his  arms,  formed  the  defign,  if  we  may  believe  the  Ghro* 
nicle  of  Mann,  of  fubjeOing  to  hirofelf  all  Scotland.  That 
his  views  were  of  that  afpiring  nature,  appears  highly  proba- 
ble,  from  his  having  begun  the  war,  and  carried  his  arms  to 
fo  diftant  a  part  of  the  kingdom.     In  the  year  1 164,  with  a 

fleet 

•  SoMiaLSD  married  Effkica,  or  Rachel,  daughter  of  a 
LAVfi  the  Snuarihy^  king  of  Mann,  grand- daughter  of  Harold 
Haef^ger.     Vide  Cbron.  Mam. 
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fleet  of  ISO  faili  he  made  a  deiceot  on  the  Clydei  and  fought 
with  the  army  of  Malcolip  IV*  near  Renfrew ;  but  he  there 
felly  in  the  midft  of  a  great  Qumber  of  his  followers^  a  fa- 
crifice  to  his  ambition. 

The  effcfts  of  this  difaftcr  were  long  felt  by  the  family  of 
Somerledy  who,  inftead  of  attempting  to  make  conquefts,  for 
fome  generations  after,  were  hardly  able  to  prcfcrve  the  ter- 
ritories of  their  father.     Accordingly,  we  find  the  kings  of 
Norway,  of  Scotland,  and  fomettmes  of  England,  laying 
claim,  at  difierent  periods,  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  iiles,  and 
pretending  to  difpofe  of  them  at  their  pleafure ;  although  the 
defcendants   of   Somerled»  whofe   chief   refidence   was  at 
Gampbelton»  (UU  kept  the  pofleffion,  exercifed  the  power, 
and  often  aflumed  the  title  of  kings*     Frequently,  howeTer» 
they  were  obliged  to  temporife,  and  to  attach  themfelves  to 
difterent  powers,  as  prudence  or  policy  dircAed.    Thus,  in 
1206,  we  find  Reginald  an  independent  prince.    In  X2i2» 
we  find  him  Iwear  fealty  to  king  John  of  England.    Soon 
after,  his  fucceflbr  declares  himfelf  the  vaiTal  of  Alexander 
II.  of  Scotland,  and  gives  liberal  donations  to  the  monks  of 
Paifley,  partly  on  condition  of  their  praying  for  the  foul  of 
the  king  his  mailer.     After  that,  we  find  his  dominions  tri* 
butary  to  Norway,  till  Hacho  loft  the  battle  of  the  Largs  in 
1263  s  after  which  his  Norwegian  fucceflbrs  yielded  them  to 
the  crown  of  Scotland,  for  the  annual  tribute  of  too  marks, 
«s  Donald  Baine  king  of  Scotland  had  formerly,  in  1093, 
given  them  up  to  Magnus  the  Barefooted,  as  the  price  of  his 
friendfliip,  or  as  a  bribe  to  avert  his  hoftility  *. 

Vol.  X.  3  X  In 

*  It  has  bqeo  already  obferved,  that  Kintyre  always  iliarcd 
the  fame  fate  with  the  ifles.  On  this  occufion  Magnus,  in  order 
to  bring  it  within  the  conopafs  of  his  grant,  had  his  barge  drawn 
/Under  fail  over  the  tllhmus  of  Tarbet  t  After  which,  coofider« 
lAg  the  power  of  bis  fword,  nobodv  could  be  fovnd  fo  hayrdy  as 
t9  deny  that  Kintyre  was  an  ifland. 
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In  '33  J,  the  dcfcendams  of  Somcrlcd  were  again  indepen- 
dent. In  14C5  and  1408,  Henry  IV.  of  England,  by  hiV 
ambaflador,  courted  the  alliance  of  the  two  brothers,  Donald, 
ancei^or  of  the  M-icdonald  family,  and  John,  of  the  Antri-n. 
I)onald  was  porfl-flcd  of  the  ifle?,  and  the  neighbouring  con- 
tinent. John  inherited  Kintyre,  which  he  held  of  his  elder 
brother.  Donald  having  married  Margaret,  the  cldeft  fiftcr 
of  A  cxander  L^'flie  E.irl  of  Rofs,  whofe  daughter  had  taken 
the  veil ;  on  the  death  of  Alexander  he  acquired  a  right  io 
his  title  and  cftate.  But  the  Duke  of  Albany,  \frho  aflcd  as 
regent  during  the  captivity  of  James  I.  of  Scotland,  having 
married  a  younger  fifter  of  the  Earl's,  pretended  alfo  to  his 
fucceilion.  The  Duke  had  been  guardian  to  the  nun  his 
niece,  who,  though  rendered  incapable,  by  her  pioBs  fecJu- 
fion,  either  to  inherit,  or  to  execute  any  deed  valid  in  law, 
was  fummoned  by  him  to  appear  at  a  Parliament  held  at  Stir- 
ling, that  flic  might  refign  in  form  the  earldoms,  for  a  new 
infeftment  to  his  foh  the  Earl  of  Buclian,  afterwards  killed 
at  Verncuil.  Donald  oppofed  the  Duke  of  Albany  by  force 
of  arms  i  and  a  battle  was  fought,  an$9o  141  o,  at  Harlawio 
•  Aberdeenfl)irc,  between  the  contending  parties,  the  ifliie  of 
l^hich  was  not  fo  favourable  as  to  fecure  him  poiTef&on. 

The  king  being  afterwards  convinced,  that  the  regent's  pre- 
tenfions  were  ill  founded,  or  jealous  of  his  aggrandifcm^ot 
and  power,  without  attempting  to  feize  on  Donald's  lorflhip 
of  the  ifles,  or  imputing  to  him,  as  a  crime  of  rebellion,  th^ 
aflertion  of  his  right,  granted  livery  of  the  earldom  of  Rw' 
tp  Alcxandef  his  ion,  who,  in  the  reign  of  James  II.  ^ 
perhaps  the  moft  powerful  fubjcft  in  the  kingdom ;  being 
Earl  of  Rofs  Lord  of  the  Ifles,  and  Jufticiary  of  Scotland, 
from  the  river  Forth  to  Caithnefs.  His  fon  John,  the  Jaft 
Earl  of  Rofs  of  the  Somcrlcd,  or  Macdonald,  familyi  form«^ 
aa  alliaoce  with  Edward  IV.  of  Eogland|  and  became  boon^ 

t6 
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to  aid  that  monarch,  in  rcfifting  the  prclenfiorisof  Henry  VI. 
and  Margaret  of  Anjou  *•  The  king  of  Scotland,  offended 
at  this  daring  and  independent  conduA  of  the  Earl,  fent  an 
army  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Athole^  to  reduce 
him  to  obedience  f.  But  a  reconciliation  having,  in  the 
mean  time,  taken  place  between  James  and  Edward,  the  Earl 
of  Rofs  fubmittcd  without  refiftance.  He  was  afterwards  at- 
tainted by  a  parliament  held  at  Edipburgh  in  the  month  of 
November  i47S»  hut  refiored  the  year  following  to  the  poC- 
feifion  of  Kintyre,  Knapdale,  Morven,  and  the  lordfhip  of  the 
Jiles,  <<  et  omrus  alias  infulas^  quae  ftht  Joannx  ante  diff.  forts* 
•«  fafluram  hereditarie  pertinuerunt^  ob  propinquitatem  fangumis 
"  in  qua  ipfe  J0ANNB8  mhis  aitingiU  ft  ob  injlantiam  cari/pmae 
<'  conforiis  no/lrae  MARGARlTiB  Reginae  Scotiae^  et  venerendo^ 
«  rum  in  Christo  Patrum^  et  regni  nojlri  frocerum^^  as  is 
expre0ed  in  the  charter  of  Reftoration.  Here  we  leave  the 
Lords  of  the  Ifles,  and  (hall  only  add,  that  that  powerful  fami- 
ly came  afterwards  to  be  reprefented  by  the  defcendants  of 
Hugh  of  Slate  in  the  ifle  of  Sky,  brother  to  the  lad  iiarl  of 
Rof^,  and  anceftor  to  the  prefent  JL,ord  Macdonald. 

In  regard  to  \ht  ficond branch  of  the  Macdonalds,  it  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  year  1493  J^Q^es  IV.  held  a  par- 
liament in  Kintyre,  where  be  emancipated  part  of  the  vaffals 
of  the  Macdonalds  in  Argyll,  and  granted  them,  de  novo, 
charters  holding  of  the  Crown  j  and,  in  1536,  to  curb  th$ 
licenfe,  and  to  fubdue  the  haughty  fpirit  of  the  chieftains  and 
their  vaffals,  James  V.  found  it  neccffary  to  make  a  voyage 
to  the  ifles.  Puring  tjxis  eicpedition,  the  King  built,  or  ra- 
ther 

*  See  Rymer^s  Foedera  in  146 1,  where  the  indenture  may  be 
found  at  length.  Bottler  bilhop  of  Winchetter,  and  the  Lord 
Wenlock,  were  the  King  of  England's  commtfUoners. 

f  On  Athole*s  taking  leave,  the  king  told  him  to  <<  make 
'<  hafte  back,  and  fili^tbb  fettirs  \**  an  ezpreffion  which  has 
evtf  fince  been  adopted  as  the  motto  of  the  Athole  family. 
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ther  fortified  the  caftle  of  Kilkernii»  aod  left  in  it  a  garrilcm 
to  overawe  Macdonald  of  Kintyre,  whofe  caftle  of  Doniveg 
ftood  within  half  a  mile  of  the  King's,  But  the  daring 
chieftain  and  his  followers  were  not  to  be  thus  intimidated* 
Before  the  King  had  got  clear  of  the  harbour^  thejr  added  in* 
fult  to  rebellion,  took  the  caftle,  and  hung  the  governor  from 
the  wall,  as  a  iignal  of  their  conqaeft. 

As  the  troubles  of  the  times,  and  the  Impotence  of  govern- 
ment, allowed  the  Macdonalds  of  Kintyre  to  commit  thefe 
outrages  with  impunity,  they  continued  in  the  fame  coorfe, 
defpifing  the  authority  of  their  fovcreign,  till  at  length  the 
laft  miferable  expedient  of  a  weak  government  was  adopted, 
that  of  commiftioning  one  tribe  to  chaftife  and  fubdue  an- 
other. With  that  view,  the  lordOiip  of  Kintyre,  then  in  the 
pofleflion  of  Sir  James  Macdonald,  was  granted  to  the  fami* 
ly  of  Argyll,  who,  after  many  a  ftruggle,  at  laft  fucceeded  in 
bringing  the  Macdonalds  to  order.  The  Revolution  in  1688, 
gave  fuch  ftrcngth  and  vigour  to  government,  as  to  make 
its  influence  extend  to  thofe  diftant  corners  of  the  kingdom. 
In  1748  the  jurifdiflion  ad  divefted  all  the  chieftains  of  the 
power  of  LiFB  and  death,  and  gave  the  Highland  fubjed 
his  chance  of  a  (hare  in  that  lideett,  which  is  the  peculiar 
boaft  and  blefling  of  the  natives  of  this  ifle. 

Since  that  period,  the  nature  of  civil  liberty  is  undoubtedly 
better  known  in  the  Highlands,  and  property  is  much  more  fo 
cure.  Yet  we  arc  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  Macdonalds,  or  their 
prcdeccCbrs,  the  fierce  fovereigns  of  this  country,  ever  fported 
wantonly  with  the  lives  of  their  fubjcfts,  othcrwife  than  by 
expofing  then)  to  the  calamities  of  war  %  and  in  this  refpeS  it 
is  hardly  neceiTary  to  remark,  that  the  politeft  people  of  wr 
own  times  will  match  them. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  fay  of  the  McDonalds,  that  they  were 
probably  no  worfe  than  the  times  required.    A  rough  people 

had 
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had  need  of  rough  lords  $  and  at>  in  the  courTe  of  ages»  the 
influence  of  no  regular  government  reached  thefe  remote 
comerS)  which  the  Scottilh  fovereigns  had  totally  abandoned, 
the  Macdonalds»  who  made  annual  circuits  to  receive  and  to 
fpend  their  revenues^  to  adminifier  jufticci  and  to  enforce  a 
few  fimple  laws,  were^  in  many  rcfpeds*  ufeful  to  their  peo- 
plei  and  of  fervice  to  fociety. 

On  this  account  it  is  not  to  be  wondered,  that  thefe  little 
.  fovereigns  claimedi  and  were  allowed,  a  very  high  degree  of 
confequence.  The  reprefentative  of  the  laft  of  thefe  kings,  hap- 
pening to  be  in  Ireland,  was  invited  to  an  entertainment  given 
by  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  chanced  to  be  among  the  laft 
in  coming  in,  and  fet  himfelf  down  at  the  foot  of  the  table, 
near  the  door.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  afked  him  to  fit  befide 
him ;  and  Macdonaid,  who  had  no  Englifh,  afked  *>  What 
<<  the  carl  faid  ?"  He  bids  you  move  towards  the  head  of 
the  table.  ^^  Tell  the  carl,  that  wherever  Macdonaid  fits,  that 
«  is  the  head  of  the  table/'  The  opinion  conceived  of  thefe 
lords  in  their  own  country,  is  emphatically  exprefled  in  the 
ihort  epitaph  difcovered  lately  on  one  of  their  tombs  in  Ico- 
lumkill,  "  MAC-DoNUiLLy^i/d  */^  5" — as  much  as  to  fay, 
that  Fate  alone  could  lay  Macdonaid  there. 

The  Macdbnalds  were  much  celebrated  for  their  hofpitality, 
and  no  lefs  for  their  generofity.  A  night's  lodging,  or  a 
fimple  meal  furnifhed  to  MacdonalS,  was  often  rewarded  with 
a  farm.  That  of  Coul  in  Ifiay  was  given  to  one  who  had  pro- 
cured him  a  flounder,  when  he  had  probably  Rood  much  in 
need,  of  it.  Many  families  in  the  Highlands  hold  their  pro« 
pcrty  in  confequence  of  grants  from  thefe  lords,  who  con- 
veyed them  in  charters  extremely  fliort;,  but  abundantly 
ftrong.  This  will  appear  from  the  following  fpccimen, 
though  divefted  of  the  fpirit  and  rhyme  of  the  original :  «  I 
<<  Donald,  chief  of  the  Macdonalds,  give  here,  in  my  cadle,  a 

"  right 
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«<  right  to  Mackay,  to  Kilmahamag,  from  this  day  till  to  mo^ 
«*  row,  and  fo  on  for  ever  •.'* 

Before  we  conclude  this  branch  of  our  {iibjcO,  we  muft 
obfcrvey  that  the  place  in  which  the  caftle  of  M*DooaId 
ilood,  is  now  occupied  as  a  church»  in  which  the  miniftov 
of  the  Lowland  charge  of  Caropbclton,  enjoys  the  fatis£idioD 
of  preaching  the  gofpel  of  peace,  on  the  (ame  fput,  from 
which  the  kings  and  lords  of  the  iiles,  iflcied,  for  ages,  their 
arbitrary  mandates.  Such  are  the  important  changes  whick 
the  revolution  of  time  can  effedt. 

EccUJiqfiical  H'lftory. — From  the  contiguity  of  SLintyrr  to 
Ireland,  one  would  ezpe£l  to  find  Chriftianity  introduced  in- 
to it  very  foon  after  the  year  432,  the  date  of  St.  FsLtricVs 
mli&on  to  Ireland.    But  it  feems  the  revolutions,  mentioned 
above,  retarded  its  progrefs,  till  fome  time  after  the  re-efia- 
bliflimeDt  of  the  kingdom,  by  the  fons  of  £rc,  in  the  6tb 
century.     It  was  towards  the  middle  of  this  century,  wheo    ' 
St.  Ciaran^  ^erin^  or  ^irinus^  the  father  and  founder  of    | 
the  monaftery  of  Clen  upon  the  Shenan,  became  the  apoftte 
of  Kintyre.     He  took  up  his  humble  refidence  in  a  cave  oear 
Caropbelton,  wliich  ftill  retains  his  name.     Here  a  fountain 
of  pure  water  fupplied  almoft  one  half  of  the  wants  of  na- 
ture ;  and   the   figure  of  the  crofs,  which  he  had  cut  u^n 
the  rock,  furnifted  his  foul  with  fubjedls  of  meditation. 

U(her  and  others  mention  two  faints  of  the  name  of  Cuh 
ran,  diftinguifliing  them  by  the  epithets  of  Saighre^  and  Fh 
ilus  Artlficis.    But  it  is  probable  there  was  in  reality  but  one, 

•  Mife  DoNULL  nan  Dokull, 

Am  (huidh  air  Dun  Donuill, 

Toirt  coir  do  Mhac  aiGH  air  Kilmahvmaic, 

0*n  diugh  gus  a  maircacb, 

'S  [;u  la  bhrath  mar  fia. 
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&s  the  latter  epithet  is  only  a  tranflation  of  the  former.  St. 
Ciaran  was  one  of  the  xnafters  of  St.  Columb9i»  the  apoftle 
of  the  -Pids  and  Wefiern  Ifles,  who  addrefled  a  Latin  hymn 
to  hiroi  which  is  faid  to  be  ftili  extant  *. 

The  church  of  Kilkerran  was  well  endowed  by  the  Mac* 
donalds^  Lords  of  Kintyre  \  but  what  number  of  ecclefiaftics 
it  maintained,  upon  its  eftablifhment,  or  what  was  the  a- 
mount  of  its  revenues,  cannot  now  be  afcertained ;  though 
fomc,  account  of  them  may  probably  be  found  in  the  Char- 
tulary  of  the  Abbey  of  Patfley,  to  which  this  church,  with 
all  its  revenues,  was  annexed  by  the  patrons.  The  motive 
which  induced  them  to  annex  it  to  fo  diftant  an  abbey,  and 
cot  to  that  of  Saddel,  built  by  themfelves  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, proi>ably  arofe  from  the  circumftance  of  Somerled's 
having  fallen,  with  a  number  of  his  followers,  fo  near  Paifley, 
that  the  prayers  of  the  good  people  there  were  judged*  ne- 
ceiTary  to  fccure  their  happinefs  above. 

In 

*  A  Gaelic  or  Iriih  prayer,  afcribed  to  CiAttAN  himfelf,  is 
alfo  preferved  in  a  very  ancient  M.  S.  mtiTal,  lately  difoovered 
in  Drummond  Ca(lle,  and  fuppofed  to  hh  that  which  was  bor« 
rowed  by  Father  Imnes,  as  mentioned  in  his  Critical  EfTay. 
This  prayer,  of  which  the  tenor  foll6ws,  feeros  to  have  been 
eompofed  by  the  faint,  while  he  refided  in  the  cave,  which  we 
have  mentioned.     '  Alas,  that  a  learned  clerk  fhould  perifh  !     O 

*  thou  Son  (of  Gob)  have  mercy  on  one  devoted  to  thy  fervice. 
^  Heal  and  quicken  my  benumbe4  foul.     Long  have  thy  vifits 

<  been  denied  to  my  cell.     Yet  I  (hould  have  quickly  failed,  if 

*  thou  had  ft  not  fupported  me.     I  will  therefore  render  thee 

*  the  tribute  of  my  higheft  praife,  before  the  multitude  of  the 
.  *  people  ;  and  place  whatever  pangs  I  may  endure,  to  the  fcore 

*  of  my  own  fin  and  folly.* 

The  good  man's  pangs  were  not  of  long  continuance.  In 
the  37th  year  of  his  age,  and  548th  of  the  Chriftian  Era,  he 
left  them  all  behind  him,  and  changed  his  cave  for  the  regions 
of  glory.  But  the  parifli  dill  retains  his  name  in  the  appella- 
tion of  CiL  CiARAiN,  (or  Kilkikran);  and  the  ruins  of  the 
church,  which  was  dedicated  to  him,  are  ftili  to  be  feen'in  the 
center  of  the  principal  burying  ground  of  th^  town  and  parift 
pf  Campbeltoiu 
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In  thofii  days  prayers  were  in  much  eftimation^  and  wdl 
rew.arde<L  ^Xhe  tide  of  one  of  the  articles  in  the  chanub- 
17  of  Paiflcy  is$  *  Cbarta  RfginaldifiUi  Sumerltdi^  Domini  i«< 
*  chegai^^  dtun»  itnario  4X  qualibet  domo  in  Urrafua  de  qua  exit 
f  fiwuij**  In  the  Oiise  chartulary  there  are  4  or  5  other  pa]<T%, 
relative  to  the  grant  and  annexation  of  the  church  of  Kil- 
kerran  to  that  abbey ;  but  whatever  its  revenues  were,  the 
Donors  certainly  made  a  notaik  bargain^  when  we  confidcr 
that  the-condition  was,  <  for  their  own /hlvation,  and  that  of 
«  ibiir  heir^/cr  tver  /' 

.With  all  their  warlike  ferocity,  the  potentates  of  Kiot^ 
bad  a  great  degree  of  piety,  which  they  manifefled,  accord- 
ing ta  the  cuftom  of  the  times,  in  building  and  eodowiog 
chuarcb^.  ^  Befides  his  grant  to  the  abbey  of  Paifley,  Re|^»- 
n^ld  finifbed  and  endowed  the  abbey  of  Saddd  in  ■  KiatjKi 
towhich'his  fon  Roderiek  gave  alio  large  donations.  Do* 
;aald,  the  fon  and  fucccfl^Mr  of  Rodericki  gave  Ukewife  8  cews 
and  other  matters  yearlj  to  the  abbey  of  Paifley ;  and  An- 
gus, the  fon  and  fuoccflbr  of  Donald,  gave  to  the  iamc  ab- 
bey an  annuity  of  half  a  mark,  together  witjs  the  cfaerch  of 
JCitkerran,  as  already  mentioned ;  and  the  deed  was  after- 
wards confirmed  by  Alexander  his  foo« 
'  It  has  been  ah^eady  obfervcd,  that  OaafipbeUon  coofifted, 
^ill  lately*  of  four  diftinft  parilhes.  One  of  thcfe,  as  men- 
tioned above,  was  dedicated  to  St.  Civan.  Thsthrcco- 
thers  were  dedicated  to  the  Saints  Coujlan^  Michael,  asd 
Caomhghin,  (pronounced  Coiwn^  and  tranfUted  Clemfn^)' 
Each  probably  laboured  to  plant  the  goTpel  in  that  pari^i 
which,  out  of  gratitude,  preferved  his  name.  Of  the  two 
laft,  fome  account  may  be  feen  b  thc/an^cgiisg  bat  me  do 
^pt  recolleil  to  have  met  with  any  written  account  of  t^ 

firft} 

*  Inthefanechartnlary,  hebaUb  fttied,  <  Rue  irfdtn^ 
.  *  cf  Dtmintu  dt  ErgyilJ 


firft }  altliMgh  the  amy  iragmciits  of  elegant  cfoBet  feond 
heret  (which  were  fo  aomerous  as  to  give  their  name  to  the 
adjacent  farm,)  give  leafon  to  believe,  that  the  church  was 
nocb  fiwgnanted,  and  the  fiunt  of  no  ordinary  fame.  Of 
Gttvin's  cialted  merit,  a  moft  honourable  teftmiony  may  be 
Icen  in  a  Gaelic  addreft,  or  invocation,  to  him,  prefervod  m 
the  ancient  miflal  already  mentioned,  and  beginning  with 
<  O  Coivin,  now  with  Archangels,*  &c« 

Theft  two  faints,  however,  Conflan  ani  Coivin,  though 
both  of  an  unqneftsouable  piety,  feem  to  have  had  ideas  on 
feme  fubjeAs  totally  difieient.  Couilan,  for  inftanc^,  incul- 
cated i»  the  ftfongeft  manner  the  indifiblubility  of  the  mar* 
riage  tie,  (a  point  probably  as  neceflary  to  be  inculcated  in 
^.time,  as  in  swr  a^n)  \  and  if  lovers  ^kPnot  yet  find  it 
cottvenieat  to  marry,  their  joining  hands  through  a  hole  in 
f  rude  pillar  near  his  church,  was  held^  as  k  continued  to  be 
till  almoft  the  prefent  day,  an  interim  tie  of  mutual  fidelity^ 
fii  ftfopg  and  facred  that^  it  is  generally  believed,  in  the 
country,  none  ever  broke  it,  who  did  not  foon  after  break 
his  neck,  or  meet  with  fiune  other  £ital  acckient« 

CoiviK,  in  his  diftri£k,  took  a  quite  diffiarcat  conrle.  He 
propofed,  that  all  who  did  not  find  themiclves  happy  and 
contented  in  the  oiarried  ftate,  Ihould  be  indulged  with  the 
opportunity  of  parting,  and  making  a  fecood  choice.  For 
that  purpofe  be  inftitut^  an  annual  folemnity,  at  which  all 
the  unhappy  couples  in  hi«  pafiOi  were  to  aflemtde  at  his 
church  I  and,  at  midnigbtt  all  prefent  were  fufficiently  Uind* 
folded,  and  ordered  to  furround  the  church  three  limes  at 
full  fpeed,  with  a  view  ^f  miking  tbi  his  in  the  turn.  The 
moinent  that  ^trtm^J  Was  over,  without  allowing  an  inftant 
to  recover  from  the  confu^o,  the  word  €abbMg  (feiae  quickly) 
was  pronounced )  upon  which  every  man  bud  hold  of  the  firft 
fcma)c  he  met  with,  w^bcr  pM  or  youngi  handlbme  or  ugly. 

Vol.  X.  3  Y  good 
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good  or  bad,  (he  was  his  wife  till  the  next  anoiverfaiy  re- 
turn of  the  folemnity,  wiien  he  had  as  good  a  chance  (tf  he 
chofe  to  fubtntt  to  fuch  hazard)  of  getting  a  worfe  or  a  bet« 
ter  bargain.  The  faint  foon  brpoght  his  parifliiooers  to  un» 
derftand,  that  thejr  had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  a  condi- 
tion, which,  wi^h  all  his  Chriftian  licence,  there  was  little 
profpefi  of  mending  by  a  change ;  9nd>  for  many  ages,  the 
cuftom  has  been  only.handed  down  by  tradition. 

The  mips  of  the  chapeU  of  St.  Couilan  and  St.  Coirin, 
having  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  at  a  convenient  diftance 
from  houfes,  are  in  tolerable  prefervation,  and  the  ground 
about  them  is  ^ill  facred  to  fepulture.  That  -of  St.'Michael, 
furrounded  by  fari^r's  houfes,  and,  in  the  true  Scottifli  ftile, 
deftitute  of  inelofiire,  was  foond  to  be  fuitable  to  otlier  nfa, 
to  which  the  moft  of  it  has  been,,  and  fiill  is,  Jbanufisiij  ap< 
plied.  Saints,  who  believe  in  the  refurreflion  of  the  boAj^ 
and  favages,  who  never  heard  of  it,  refpedl  the  remains  of 
the  dead ;  but  we,  who  would  not  be  defirpus  to  pafi  for 
either,  as  we  have  almoft  entirely  furmounted  the  prcjodices 
of  both,  never  think  of  encloiing  the  remains  of  the  dead,  to 
guard  their  afhes  from  infult. 

Monuments^  Manners^  C^^.-*-Having  touched  upon  the  ci' 
viland  ecclefiaflical  hiftory  of -this  parifh,  we  (hould  nest 
endeavour  to  difcover  the  hiftory  of  its  arts  and  fciences,  its 
manufactures  and  commerce ;  but  of  thefe,  the  kings  apd 
lords  of  a  dozen  of  centuries,  have  hardly  left  a  trace  behind 
them.  War  was  the  only  bufinefs  of  princes  and  people,  fa 
which  they  were  fo  conftantly  engaged,  that,  excepting  the 
ruins  of  a  few  caftles  and  chapels  fcattered  over  the  fiice  of 
the  country,  no  monuments  remain  of  their  having  ever 
extfted.  Even  thefe  belong  to  the  era  of  the  lords^  and  not 
to  that  of  the  kingi  pi  ^intyre.  The  only  monuments  ever 
»  •    fuppofcd 
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fupppfed  to  have  reference  to  the  time  of  the  kings,  arc  the 
Immenfe  barrows,  and  the  rude  pillars  which  mark  the 
feenes  of  battles,  and  cover  the  duft  of  the  flam.  Thefe  arc 
fo  numerous  throughout  the  country,  that  it  is  unneceflary 
to  particul^rtfe  any  of  them.  The  greatcft  number  of  them, 
however,  is  to  be  found  about  the  head  of  Loch-Crinan  ♦, 
where  probably  the  families  of  Kintyre  and  Lorn  often 
met  each  crther,  (being  nearly  mid-way"'  from  their  refpec- 
tive  refidences,)  to  fight  their  battles.  And  yet,  from  the 
appearance  of  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  opened  orremovedf 
(which  were  found  to  contain  half  burnt  bones  and  afhes, 
Ibmetimes  in  rude  earthen  urns,  and  fometimes  in  fquare 
flone  coffins,)  it  (hould  feem,  that  they  had  been  raifed  be- 
fore the  introduAion  of  Chriftiani^y ;  ^^  burning  the  dead  has 
not  been  pradlifed  fince  that  period,  nor  was  it  probably  the 
cuftom  for  a  k>ng  time  before  it,  at  leaft  by  the  natives  f. 
Under  the  obeliiks,  or  pillars,  the  fame  contents  are  found^ 
as  under.the  cairns  or  barrows. 

A  great  number  of  forts,  fuppofed  to  be  Danifli,  are  to  be 
leen  along  the  fea-c(Mift  of  Kintyre  \  and  there  is  alfo  a  vitri- 
fied tower ;  but,  being  beyond  the  bounds  of  this  parifh,  it 
is  foreign  to  the  limiu  of  this  work.  Of  the  houfes,  built 
with  lime  in  this  country,  none  can  be  fuppofed  to  be  ante- 
rior to  the  1 2th  century.  The  little  caftles  of  this  kind, 
within  the  dominions  of  the  Lords  of  Kintyre,  and  of  the  ifles, 
were,  for  the  greater  part,  of  a  ftill  later  date.*  The  bed  and 
eldeft  of  their  buildings,  in  this  country,  was  the  abbey  pf 

Saddel^ 

*  This  bay  may  have  had  its  name  from  Crinan,  the  war- 
tike  Abbot  of  Dunkeid,  (and  father  of  a  race  of  Kings,)  who 
fell  in  battle  in  1045. 

+  The  Danes  may  have  burned  their  dead,  in, their  incurfions 
into  thefe  parts  in  later  timeb.  But  thefe  monuments  are  found 
often  in  the  inland  parts^  to  v:hich  the  Danes  never  penetrated* 
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SiKlddi  bcgiso  bf  Somerkdy  ud  finiflied  bf  his  Too,  But 
tliis  it  alfo  bejood  the  limits  of  this  poriflh  and  caaoot  dicve^ 
fore^  with  propriety,  enter  into  the  account  of  it. 

If  the  diftraaed  flate  of  this  country  was  ao  obftodc^  die 
income  of  the  Lords  of  Kintyre  and  of  the  ifles,  Was  ooc  (as 
the  reader  may  fee  in  the  note)  *  eqoal  to  very  great  under* 
takings*  It  was  pIriQcipally  pid  in  kind,  and  generally  fpeoc 
where  it  was  pdd,  in  eniertaiotng  their  f(^owen«    In  thole 

rode 

*  State  and  value  of  the  Rental  of  AtACDOMALD  in  KiHTvat^ 
Axmo  1541. 

NoaxH  KiHTvaa.  SootB  KtvTtaa. 

Ibttoney  (Scotch)  L.  16 j  10  o  Money        »       1»  162     8    4 

Oat  meal,  i%^  Rones  (a  Aone  Mfetl^  4l#  ftonci  s  pints 

is  I  of  a  boll)  Malt,  15  chaUcrs,  14  balb,  % 

Malt,  4  cbaldersy  lo  bolls  ,  firtoti 

MarUi  6,  cow,  1  Marts^  4S 

Mutton,  41  MttWoo,  j) 

Cheefe,  507^  Bones  Cheeft,  |4a|  ftencs 

ISLAT  and  RHIlMDf. 

Money        •        I.45  o    i    Cheefe,  si6i  ft(>M  <lih. 
Meal,  2593  ftones  Geeie,  301 

Maru,  301  Poultry,  301 

Mutton,  301 

Total. 

In  money          *           -           -          L,  332  18    6 

Meal,  3061  ftones,  3  qrs.  %  lib.  at  as.  366  a  10 

Malt,  30  chal.  8  boUs,  a  fir.  at  5  s.  12a  2    d 

Marts,  356,  at  2  ms.          -            •  553  6    8 

Mutton,  595,  at  2  s.         -         -         ^  ,  45  II  10 

Cheefe         •            .            •            •  237  a  ,  o 

Geefc,  301,  at4d.  and  poultry,  3#i,?it  2d.  604 

L.  1M8    a  II  Scoidi 
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ndc  agei»  110  oilier  vSk  crald  be  triade  of  1117  revenue. 
Ijtturj  wis  Uiilnio#n  \  and,  of  the  grdfi  (irodace  of  the 
earth,  the  lord  could  eodfume  no  more  than  his  vaffidi  ot 
neaiien  fetiower* 

The  mode  of  thing,  in  thefe  coonlrie94  till  of  bkte  years*  was 

cstremelf  fidipk;  and,  though  originally  rather  rude  and  barba- 

fous^was  B^efc*,  hi  any  period,  tarried  to  that  favage  eittent, 

which  Isalladgcd  by  fome  aneletit  writers,  as  Dioddrut  Sicutor, 

Strabo,  aiid  cveh  the  good  8t«  Jerome,  who  accuft  the  Ai^ 

ntti,  and  other  aboriginal  mhiUtanu  with  bdng  cannibals. 

Caefiur,  Tacitus,  and  others^  who  knew  theiii  bcttte,  lay  no 

fttch  imputation  to  the  charge  of  our  anoeftors.    Indeed,  as 

they  were  in  the  paftotfal  ftate  of  ibdety,  amccedent  to  the 

earUeft  accoum  they  giro,  this  is  of  itfidf  a  fufficaeni  rcfutaltoti 

of  that  calumny.    For  no  man,  who  can  by  any  meiiia  coite 

It  a  flieep  or  toir^  will  ever  think  of  eating  human  fleflu 

The  moft  gininne  account  of  the  ftate  of  the  Highland!,  a- 

btNirihe  end  of  thb  6th  and  be^ni^g  of  the  7th  century, 

may  be  colkfied  firom  their  own  writers  it  that  period,  (G^ 

mm  and  Admmm^)  in  their  account  of  the  life  of  St»  Go* 

LUMBA.    The  beft  houfes  then  were  only  compoiU  4»f 

fiakes  with  wands  entwined  or  wattled  about  them  i  fiir,  the 

church  of  Jona  itfelf,  the  fee  of  the  kingdom,  Was  of  that 

cooftruftioo.    The  clothing  partly  confiftcd  of  the  fluds  of 

beafis;  far  it  was  a  leather  jacket  that  fiittd  one  of  Gohui- 

ba's  monks,  from  a  thruft  ddied  at  his  maftcr  by  abarbariaUy 

which  the  diftiple,  flipping  between,  recdved  on  his  Own 

brtaft.    Tet  they  had  even  then  not  only  woollen,  but  ibme 

linen  cloths  i  for  the  Ihroud  of  Oriumba  was  a  Iheet  of  fine 

linen.    Venifim  and  fifli,  (even  Teals  are  mentioned^)  bat 

efpedally  fleih  and  milk,  were  the  principal  part  of  their 

food.    Fokls  of  cattle  are  mentioned,  from  which  the  fiunt 

had  his  milk  canie^  home  on  a  car.    Agriculture,  however, 

had 
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kad  bf  thmt  time  naderfome  progrefs.  '^We  fitid  the  motib 
at  work  in  the  fiolds,^  and  heaps  of  grain  in  the  barn.  We 
find'  ibme  mention  made  even  of'  fruit  trees  and  orchards ; 
and  of  a  Sazon^  at  that  time,  in  Icolumkil,  who  czercifoi 
the  pfEce  or.  trade -of  a  baker* 

Hd^s,'  too,  made  no  fmall  ihare  of*  the  food  of  thofe  times. 
A  .powerful  chieftain  in  Iflay,  was  entrufted,  bjr  the  fainti 
.withjhe  charge  of  a  PiAilh  Princci  atid  the  monCler  put  his 
gueft  to  the  fword.    f  Before  he  (hall  eat  of  his  hogs,  fM 
<  the  faint,  after  they  (hall  have  fed  upon  the  nuts,  he  fltaB 
^  die/   This  clrcumflance  (farongly  marks,  not  only  the  mode 
of  living,  but  alfi>  the  .'barbarity  of  the  times.     Theft  and 
robbery  were  common ;  but  the  modem  evil,  of  fpirituoos 
liquorsrieems  to  have  been  then  unknown.     A  leathern  bof- 
tie,  with  only  innocent  milk,  is  all  the  beverage  allotted  to 
the  failor  on  his  voyage.    The  bed  was  the  bare  ground,  and 
a  l^one  the  pillow;*  No  mention  is  made  of  money.    A 
fpear,  and  Yiotmdntj^  is  the  price  paid  by  the  faint,  for  the 
redemption;  of  a  (lave  or  captive.   >  Indeed,  in  a  much  later 
period,  •  this  root  of  evil  had  hardly  appeared  in  our  barren 
mountains.     About  the  beginning  of  the  f3th  century,  the 
donation:  of  the  great  Lord  of  Kintyre  and  the  Ifles,  to  the 
abbey •'Of  Paifley»  .as  already  mentioned,  was  half  a  mark; 
and,  about  the  fame  time,  a  King  of  Mann  provoked  a  ro> 
bellion,  and  loft  his  throne,  by  fpending  leo  marts^  which 
ieem  to  have  been  the  collc£led  treafun  of  his  kingdom. 

.  Five  or  fix  centuries  feem  to  have  n»de  no  change  to 
manners,  under  the  later  Kings,  or  their  fuccefibrs,  the  Mac- 
donalds  ;  as  we  find  the  moft  barbarous  punifhments  inflid- 
ed  on  criminals  and  prifoners  of  war,  fuch  as  putting  oat 
their  eyes,  and  depriving  them  of  fomc  other  members,  b 
that  period,  too,  drcb  was  not  much  attended  to.  Modo- 
ments  of  the  15th  and  f6th  centuries,  reprefent  even  chief* 

taias 
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tains  as  dad  only  in  a  Ibrt  of  frock^  not  reaching  to  the' 
knees,  and  without  fboes.  to  their  feet,  or  any  covering  to' 
their  hands  and  arms*.  Before  this  period,  however,  Kings 
had  trowfers  and  a  robe,  and  alfo.  ihoes  ;  for.  we  read  of  a* 
King  of  the  Ifle  of  Mann,  fending  his  ihoes  to  his  Majefty  of 
Dublin,  Vequiring  him  <  to  carry  them  before  his  people  on 
«  a  high  feftival,  or  expert  his  vengeance  *.*  By'degrees/ 
the  drefs,  firft  of  the. chieftain,  and  theh^of  the. Ktpgs,  came 
to  be  that,  of  the  coi^mQUtpepple.  Thcpfuiy-cbloured  piaid 
of  the  Hi^laeder,  ^as  originally. the^drdis  ro}i)iI,^not*.on}yi 
girti  but  looferand^ flowing,  .and  fafl^enfdrbtforetby  a/ijyAs 
or  brotch.  The.  drefs,  .reprefented  on  thetnonumetits  of  ec«* 
cleiiaftics  with  .us,  is.  not  unlike  the;  prefent^  night-gown,' 
reaching  down,  to  the  heels,  and  fometimes  girt  about  the' 
middle.^       .  -   *  .        *  i 

. '  During  this  Jong  and  turbulent « period,  too,  ragriculture 
made  little  or^no  progrefs.  Even  fo  ]ate  as  about  the  middle' 
of  the  laft  century,  meal,  excepting  a  trifling  provifion,  re*; 
ferved,  perhaps,  fonan  infant,  was  rarely  to  be  found  in  any 
family  throughout  the  greateft  part  of  the  year.  Till  about 
the  fame  period,  almoft  every  man  was  his  own  taylor,  fhoe* 
maker,  carpenter,  and  every  thing  ;  of  which  many  inftances 
have  been  known,  even  in  our  own  times.  Weaving  was 
the  only  art  neccflary  to  the  Ample  life  of  a  Highlander, 
which  he  did  not  praAife  himfelf,  becaufe  it  was  accounted 
effeminate,  inferring  more  trouble  and  patience  than  he 
chofe  to  beftow.  It  was  therefore  left  to  thofe  who  profefled 
it,  who  were  generally  females.    Of  thefe  Penelopes^  a  few 

may 

*  This  good  Dublinian  King  difcovers  a  fpirit  of  humanity, 
and  wifdom,  rarefy  fdund  in  better  times.  '  His  fubjefls  urged 
him  not  to  fnbmit  to  the  indignity  of  bearing  the  Mankfinan's 
Ihoes.  «  I  had  rather/  faid  he,  '  not  only  bear  but  eat  them, 
^  than  that  one  province  of  Ireland  (hould  bear  the  defdation 
*  of  wfir.' 
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may  ftill  be  found  is  the  Highlinds  i  and  perhaps»  in 
fttge  of  focictf ,  the  iiunale  fine  might  well  be  emplojcd  io. 
the  art  of  weaving :  The  laboor  h  not  hard,  and  thqf  faflfer 
left  than  men  by  a  fedcntary  life. 

PsptiUskm^-^JOl  the  ancient  ftate  of  popnlation  in  this  p». 
rUb»  no  fatisfoftofy  account  can  be  given }  only  that  firoai  the 
firft  notice  we  have  of  the  countryt  it  feemi»  fai  general,  lo 
have  been  wdl  peopled.  Early  in  the  5th  century,  we  find 
the  Ataaiti  (of  whole  territory  Kintyre  made  a  confidcnbk 
part)  memioned  as  making  no  inconfiderable  figure  in  the 
Roman  armiei»  into  which  great  niimhers  of  them  probably 
inlifted,  when  the  bulk  of  their  countrymen  were  driven  by 
the  Pi£U  into  Ireland.  They  muft  have  been  ftill  more  no- 
merotts,  when  they  returned  under  Fergus  the  ion  of  Erc^ 
and  recovered  the  country  from  which  they  had  been  eapcL 
led.  Of  their  number,  whatever  it  may  have  bees,  this 
parish  muft  h^ve  always  had  ^  brge  fliare,  as  it  was  the  idL 
dence  of  the  fovereign,  and  the  rendesvoos  of  thcfar  fleet. 
This  fleet  fecms  to  have  been  very  tonfidevable  \  fiw  in  718 
the  powers  of  Slintyre  and*Lom  contended  fior  the  kingdom 
in  a  fea-fight.  Near  the  fame  period,  we  find  the  fleet  ef 
this  place  (Dahruadhain)  fent  br,  to  decide  the  conteft  about 
the  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  throne  of  Ireland  s  and  in  the 
12th  century,  Somerled  of  Kintyre  wa9i  it  ope  time,  poflefied 
^  53f  a^&d  at  another  of  120  fail.  From  all  which  it  may  be 
infared,  that  this  part  of  the  country  was  then  well  peopled, 
although  it  is  not  poffible-  to  afcertaio  what  their  numben 
mey  have  been. 

During  the  civil  wars  of  laft  century,  this  ^untry  b  (aid  to 
have  fufiered  much,  from  the  ravages  of  Alexander  Macdo. 
naU,  called  Mfier  Macdl^  or  CoU  Kkta^  who  came  over  wkh 
a  party  of  Irifli  to  affift  Mpatrofe.    The  Earl  of  Antrim  was 

expcAed 
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wpefted  at  the  fame  tkne,  and  a  battery,  now  called  the 
Trench^  was  raifed  for  his  reception,  at  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour. About  the  fame  time  Kintyre  was  vifited  by  the  pbgue» 
which  then  raged  over  a  great  part  of  Britain.  By  thefe  ca- 
lamities, the  number  of  inhabitants  was  greatly  reduced :  And 
although  the  lofi  was,  in  fome  meafore,  made  up  by  a  colony  of 
Lowlanders,  introduced  by  the  Earl  of  Argyll,  yet  it  is  probable 
that  the  country  did  not,  till  very  lately,  recover  its  former 
extent  of  population.  The  returns  made  to  Dr  .Webiler,  in 
1755  *i  ^^^  ^^^  number  of  fouls  in  this  parifli,  to  have  been 

4597- 

•  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  are  fo  apt  to  floAaate,  that  it 
it  ft  not  ca(y  to  afcertain  their  nambers  with  prccifion.  They 
are  computed  at  5000.  In  fpring  1791,  the  cjca^^  number  of 
fonjs  in  the  landward  part  of  the  parilh  (the  villages  of  Daiin- 
tolTer,  Dalruadhain,  and  Lochend,  being  claiTed  with  the  town) 
was  as  foKows  t 

Highland.  Lowland.  Total. 
In  the  parishes  of  Kilchouflan  &  Kil- 

michacl         .         -        -        .     1400         471         1871 
^...^..-.^-.-i.  of  Kiikivan  and  Kil- 

kcrran        -        -        -        -       1460         384        1844 

•    Total  in  the  country        2860         ^^^         ajie 

In  the  fame  year>400  tickets  for  admiffion  to  the  communion 
were  diftrtboted  to  the  Highlanders  in  the  town,  and  500  to  the 
Highlanders  in  the  country.  By  this  proportion,  the  number 
in  the  town  (hould  be  4644.  But  as  the  proportion  of  Low- 
landers  in  the  town  is  much  greater  than  in  the  country,  and 
the  proportion  of  communicants  fewer,  owing  to  fo  many  of  the 
men  being  abfenc,  it  is  believed  that  5000,  computed  to  be  in 
the  town  and  adjoining  villages,  is  very  near  the  truth.  The 
average  of  baptifms  in  the  parifh,  for  nine  years  pall,  is  2^4« 
fgr  amnumy  and  of  marriages  42  :  But  from  (his  no  other  infe- 
rence can  be  drAwn,  but  that,  right  or  wrong,  we  increafc  and 
xpultiply.  The  average  given  will  afford  no  exadl  rule  of  cal- 
culation, as  failors,  who  make  a  confidcrable  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town,  arc  qf  a  migratory  nature,  and  the  niin»Ucrs 
"Vol.  X.  3  Z  cannot 
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4597.    At  prefent  (in  1791)  they  are  about  1700,  and 
fequentlj  the  increafe  In  36  years  amounts  to  4103* 

EccU/taJiical  S/a/^-^Nearly  two  thirds  of  the  people  are 
Highlandersi  and  belong  to  the  Highland  charge,  or   firft 
eftabliQied  congregation  of  the  parifh.    Of  the  remainder, 
neit  xooo  are  prefumed  to  be  of  the  £ngli(h  or  Lowland 
eftabliOied  charge,  and  about  2000  of  the  Congregation  of 
Relief.     There  is  a  miniAer  and  church  for  each  congrega- 
tion.    The  Highland  church  has  been  for  fome  time  ruinous, 
but  there  is  a  profpeA  of  its  being  foon  rebuilt.     The  fti- 
pends  of  each  of  the  miniftera  upon  the  eftablifhment,  is  3 
chalders  8  pecks  of  bear,  and  36 1.  13  s.  4  d.  Sterling  in  mo- 
ney.   That  of  the  mini(\er  of  the  Relief  congregation  ii 
much  better.     Qne  of  the  glebes  is  diftant  and  partial  \  (he 
other  is  under  the  legal  extent ;  but  the  minifter  has  the  legal 
allowance  to  compenfate  the  deficiency.    In  this  refped, 
however,  the  miniHers  have  no  caufe  to  complain,  as  they 
have  accefs  to  market,  (if  they  have  money),  and  need  not, 
anlefs  they  are  (o  indinad,  occupy  their  glebes  at  a  certain 
lofs,  as  the  clergy  of  Scotland  in  general  have  no  alternative. 
A  mioifter  who  occupies  his  glebe  muft  keep  a  horfe,  (be- 
fides  hiring  another  occafionally),  a  man,  a  maid,  and  a  herd. 
The  whole  produce  of  four  acres  will  not  maintain  them,  fo 
that  he  is  a  lofer  of  niore  than  the  full  amount  of  their  wages. 
The  writer  has  accordingly  known  a  very  accurate  and  eco- 
nomical minifter  beat  about  among  his  neighbours,  to  try  if 
any  of  them  would  take  the  gift  cf  his  glebe,  and  fumi(h 

him 

cannot  fay,  whether  thcjegifter  of  baptifms  and  marriages  have 
been  kept  coi:reAly  or  not.  They  believe  that  the  tax  is  duly 
.  levied,  though  they  never  ftepped  into  the  publican's  province, 
as  they  hold  their  own  to  be  already  fufficicDtly  ample.  In  this 
parifli  there  is  no  regifter  of  burials. 
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him  witli  the  articles  which  it  fhould  produce  at  the  market 
price,  and  a  horfci  when  he  Ihould  ride,  at  the  ordinary 
hire.  The  mioifler  who  reckons  upon  what  he  can  turn  out 
of  a  glebe,  reckons  upon  a  lols,  if  he  has  in  that  glebe  iefs 

tlian  from  ic  to  20  acres  *• 

Cattle, 

♦  Sappofe  the  four  acres  of  a  legal  glebe  to  be  under  pota- 
toes,  bear,  hay,  and  oats,  in  rotation,  the  produce,  in  this  couik* 
XTj^  may  be  reckoned  as  follows  : 

I  Acre  of  potatoes,  taking  so  pecks  feed, 

and  reckoning  (above  the  average  of 

the  country)   15  returns;  or,  after 

deducing  the  feed,  l^i  bolls  at  8«. 

L.  7    o    o 
I  Ditto  bear,  taking  12  pecks  feed,  and 

reckoning  6  returns  (${  being  the 

average  of  the  country)  or,  after  de. 

duaing  the  feed,  3^  bolls,  at  20  s.       315     e 
I  Ditto  hay,  which  muft  go  to  main- 
tain the  horfe  and  cow  in  winter,  and 

therefore  cannot  be  reckoned;  but 

tnftead  of  it,  take  the  produce  of  2 

cows,  at  more  than  its  average  value 

in  the  country         -        -  -  4  10     o 

1  Ditto  of  oats,  taking  1  boll  feed,  and  ^ 

allowing  4  returns,  (54  being  the  a- 

verage  ot  the  country,)  or,  after  de- 
ducing the  feed,  3  bolls,  of  which  2| 

mud  go  to  feed  the  horfe,  and  the 

other  i  to  the  cows  in  time  of  cal^» 

ing,  and  therefore  cannot  be  reckon^ 

ed. 

Total  produce  ■— L.  1  jf     5     • 

Dedud^-maintainance  of  a  man  fer« 

vant,  8 1.  f>er  annum  ;  of  a  maid,  61,; 

of  a  herd  for  8  months,  4I.         -      1800 
Horfe  (koeiog  iss.  implements  of  huf- 

bandry  24  s*  hire  of  additional  horfe  ^ 

for  ploughing  15  s.  tear,  wear,  and 

ri(k  of  horfe  and  cows,  30  s.  occafio- 

aal  aid  in  hay  time  and  harveft  1234130  t. 


Canicd  forward      L.22  13    0L.15    5    • 
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Cattle^  C?"^.— The  parifli  oF  Campbdtoo,  Uke  die  left  of 
the  country,  was  long  ago  divided  into  merk-landsj  of  wi&ich 

it 

Broaghtover        L.aa  13    •L.I5     5     o 

Man*s  wages  8 1,  per  annum^  but  abate 

1 2  s.  for  his  feryice  in  the  garden*  and 

fay  7 1.  8  s. ;   maid's  wages   3  L   of 

which  abate  one  half  on  account  of 

extra  work,   befides  attending  the 

cows  and  out-work^  and  fay  30  s.  and 

herd's  wages  i^s.         -        -         *9I30 
Annua]  expence  in  clover  and  rye-grafs 

feed        -        •.-        .         -        0194 

3J    5    4 


Lofs  of  a  minifter  per  annum  on  workbg  a  legal 

glebe  L.  18     o     4 

To  this  tax,  which  the  country  minifter  pays  for 
hi&  accommodation,  add  (in  order  to  have  an 
analyfis  of  his  ftipend)  his  rate  to  the  Fund, 
wages  and  maintainance  of  2^  maid  for  thchoufe 
and  children,  coal  and  candle,  or  fuel  and 
light 7  15     0 

Soap         -         .         -,-         -        -         --        300 

Expence  of  attending  3  facraments,  4  prefbyteries, 
I  fynod,  and  an  AfFembly  of  the  church  once 
in  4  years,  fay,  per  annum^  only         -  -  5     S     ^ 

Foftage,  pens,  ink,  paper,  a  volume  of  fermons, 

and  half  a  newfpaper        -  -  -  -         i   15    o 

For  the  minifter's  clothes,  linens,  hat,  {lockings, 

boots  and  fhoes, /^ /ivxrwn        -         *         -  10    o    o 

L.6o  10    4 
From  Sir  Henry  Moncrieff  Wclwood's  fcheme  of 
augmentation,  lately  publifhed,  the  average  ili- 
pends  of  the  clergy  of  Scotland  appear  to  be         81     811 

From  which  deducing  60  L  10  s.  4d.  there  re* 

mains        -        -         -         -  -         •         L.  !•  j8    7 

for  the  maintenance  of  the  minifter,  for  the  maintainance  and 
clothing  of  his  wife  and  children,  for  the  education  and  provi- 
fion  of  the  latter,  for  births,  burials,  dolor's  lees  and  medicine, 
furniture,  charity,  incidents,  &c.  If  the  fons  of  the  propheuof 
old  had  a  curfc  in  their  pot^  we  have  furcly  a  bleffing^  in  ours  I 
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It  cont^ns  200.  To  eacb  merk-  land  may  be  allowed,  at  an 
average,  about  25  head  of  black  cattle,  25  of  flieep^  and  tf  of 
horfes.  The  breed  of  hor&s  and  cows  is  far  from  being 
good.  The  ffaeep,  which  are  generally  of  the  natWo  white 
fiiced  kind,  are  fmall)  but  their  wool  is  fine.  They  are  com- 
monly hoafed  at  night*  which  keeps  them  dirty,  and  fubjcAs 
tbeoi  to  difeafes.  In  fummer,  efpecially,  they  are,  from  this 
praflice,  liable  to  be  infefied  with  a  kind  of  worm  or  maggot  \ 
a  diftemper  which  was  prevented  or  cured  t>y  a  decoction  of 
oak  bark,  w  of  broom  and  ftale  urine,  When  they  had  not 
the  convenience  of  oil,  tar,  and  brimftone,  or  t&e  juice  of 
tobacco.  From  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  if  flocks,  at  leaft 
of  the  hardy  native  race,  were  allowed  to  lie  out,  the  fmear- 
log  pradiied  in  other  places  could  here  be  difpenfed  with. 

Produce. — The  produce  of  the  arable  land  confifts  of  bear, 
oats,  potatoes,  beans,  and  fometimes  a  little  peafe.  Potatoes 
are  the  principal  food  of  the  bulk  of  the  people,  for  threo 
fourths  of  the  year,  and  therefore  they  are  raifed  in  great 
abundance.  Next  to  potatoes,  the  chief  attention  of  the  far- 
mer is  directed  to  the  raifing  of  bear,  on  which  he  depends 
chiefly  for  his  rent,  as  he  does  on  potatoes  tor  his  fubfiflence, 
A  coqfiderable  quantity  of  flax  is  aUo  rjifcd,-  but  little  or  no 
hay.  When  fomcrwhat  more  of  the  land  ihall  be  indoied, 
and  fufficiently  drained,  the  fyflem  of  hufl>andry  will  proba^ 
bly  be  changed.  As  the  greater  part  of  the  laft  leafes  were 
given  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  on  condition  of  making  cer- 
tain imffrovements,  inftead  of  paying  an  augmentation  of 
rents,  there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  the  face  of  the  country 
will  foon  aflume  a  better  appearance,  and  that  this  noble 
proprietor,  and  others  who  may  be  induced  to  folk)W  hit 
example,  will  be  encoumged  to  purfue,  for  fome  time,  fo  be- 
neficial a  fyiiem.    His  Grace,  fome  years  ago,  encouraged  ^ 

number 
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number  of  Englifh  fanners  to  fettle  on  his  eftate  here,  ia 
hopes  of  their  mtroducing  a  better  mode  of  agriculture  than 
was  praftifcd  in  the  country  j  but  they  have  generally  adopted, 
rather  than  changed,  the  cuftoms  of  the  place.     His  Grace 
atfo  employs  a  fkilful  improver,  to  give  his  beft  advice  and 
dircAion  to  the  tenants,  from  which  conGderable  benefit  may 
in  time  be  expe£Ved.    At  prefent,  the  forcing  of  more  than  a 
due  proportion  of  bear,  without  a  pro|)cr  rotation,  or  any  re- 
gular intervention  of  green  crops,  has  a  manifeft  tendency 
to  impoverifli  and  run  out  the  foil.     Another  general  error 
inthc'lyflcm  of  farming  here  is  over-plowing,  by  which 
the  farmer  diminiflies  his  grafs,  without  adding  to  his  corn. 
A  plain  proof  of  this  is,  that  oats,  at  an  average,  give  but  3^ 
returns ;  fo  that  a  great  part  of  what  is  fown  muft  probably 
fall  fhort  of  2. 

Jw/M?r//.— The  quantity  of  corn  raifed  in  the  parifli  is  by 
no  means  fufBcient  for  its  inhabitants  in  town  and  country. 
It  is  computed,  that  for  fome  time  paft  about  2500  bolls  of 
meal  have  been  annually  imported.  Since  the  late  corn  law 
took  place,  oat*meal  has  not  been  above  1  i  d.  per  pound  in 
our  market.  For  the  equity  of  that  law  we,  and  indeed  all 
the  weft  of  Scotland,  are  much  indebted  to  the  wifdom  and 
humanity  of  the  legiflature ;  as,  if  it  bad  pa£&d  in  the  way 
in  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  eaft  country  would  have  had 
it,  we  (hould  have  been  compelled,  occaiionally,  to  have  lived 
only  upon  ah*'  and  water.  The  Highlands  are  already  f6 
heavily  taxed  by  their  fituation,  foil,  and  climate,  fhat  they 
ntcd  every  poffible  indulgence  from  government.  Of  pota- 
toes, butter,  cheefe,  and  black  cattle,  we  ha^e  in  this  parUh 
fqfficicnt  for  our  own  ufe,  and  fbmewhat  to  fpare  to  our 
neighbours.  The  furplus  is  fent  to  Clyde,  with  which  wc 
have  fuch  regular  and  conftant  intercourfc  by  packets,  that 

our 
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jour  qntkets  here  are  pretty  much  regulated  by  the  price  of 
proTifiona  there. 

Wild  Animals.'^ln  this  parifli  we  have  no  wild  animals^ 
birds,  reptiles,  or  any  fpecies  of  vermin,  but  fuch  as  are 
common  throughout  the  weft  of  Scotland.  The  mole,  for- 
merly unknown,  has  lately  made  an  inroad  to  the  extent  of 
fome  miles  within  the  ifthmus. 

Minerals^  Fuel,  (5*^.— There  is  abundance  of  coal  within 
.3  miles  of  Campbelton,  and  a  canal  lately  made  to  convey  it 
to  the  town,  where  the  fmall  cart  load  (of  which  3  (hoqld 
make  a  ton)  fells  at  2s.  7id.  About  40  carts  a«<lay  are  con- 
fumed  in  the  town.  Turf  or  peat  is  commonly  ufed  in  the 
country ;  as  it  is  alfo  by  many  of  the  poorer  fort  within  the 
town.  There  is  likewife,  in  this  parifli,  abundance  of  Fuller's 
earth,  and  foap  rock,  which,  it  is  thought,  may  be  manu- 
faAured  into  fine  ware,  or  Britifh  china. 

Burghs — Campbelton,  originally  a  fmall  fiQiing  village, 
was  ereAed  into  a  royal  burgh,  in  1 701*  It  is  governed  by 
a  provoft,  two  bailies,  a  dean  of  guild,  counfcUors,  and  a 
treafurer.  This  laft  employment  is  not  very  burdenfome,  as 
the  town  has  no  landed  property,  and  but  a  fmall  revenue  *. 
We  have,  therefore,  no  great  complaints  of  abufi^  nor  any 
loud  cry  for  reform.  Where  the  magiftrates  of  burghs,  like 
the  elders  of  churches,  hold  offices  which  occaflon  trouble, 
and  produce  little  emolument,  perhaps,  they  rather  deferve 
the  thanks  of  the  public  fcr  what  they  do,  than  their  cen- 

fure  for  what  they  leave  undone. 

Harhur^ 

*  Its  principal  funds  arile  from  a  tax  of  y'^,  dr  a  lippte  ia 
tlie  boll,  levied  on  all  the  meal  and' grain  brought  in  from  the 
country  \  and  from  the  tack  profits  of  a  miln,  harbom*  dues, 
and  church  feats. 
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Harbour^  ScM,  (9*^.— The  tomr^  has  an  excellent  huAkmt^ 
about  2  miles  lopg  and  i  broad,  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent^ 
from  6  to  10  fathom  water^  good  holding  ground,  lurround* 
ed  with  high  hills  on  each  fide,  and  an  ifland  to  fhelter  k  at 
the  entrance.  We  have  alfo  a  good  fchool  with  ttro  ma- 
ilers (  the  falary  of  the  one  (20  L)  is  paid  by  the  herhors  of 
the  pariihi  and  that  of  the  other  (lol.)  bjr  the  burgh. 

Fi/beries,  Commerce ^  l^e. — The  principal  trade  of  theplaqe 
is  the  fifliing  of  herrings.  To  this  bufineis  the  inhabitants 
naturally  turned  their  attention  early,  as  their  fituation  for 
purfuing  it  was  favourable.  They  have  one  of  the  beft  bar- 
hours  in  the  world  as  their  pride  and  boaft.  They  are  near 
good  markets,  both  on  the  Clyde  and  in  Ireland :  And  they  hare 
ready  accefs  to  the  fifhing  grounds.  With  thefe  advantages| 
while  (like  the  Dutch)  they  kept  within  the  limits  of  that 
economy^  which  ou^t  to  be  the  charaAeriflit  ef 'fi(hermeD^ 
while  they  proceeded  no  farther  than  their  little  ftock  allow- 
ed, and  while  every  man  on  board  had  a  fhare  of  the  veflel 
and  cargo,  they  did  extremely  well,  even  without  the  aid  of 
public  bounty.  Now  the  cafe  is  altered.  The  mode  of  living 
Is  expenfive  y  the  wages  of  men  sa*e  high  \  the  fidiermen  are 
no  longer  owners  \  excepting  perhaps  the  mafier  who  may 
have  fometimes  a  fhare  (  and»  even  when  that  is  the  cafe^ 
may  be  able,  at  times,  to  feparate  his  6wn  interdl  from  that 
of  the  other  owners ;  and,  what  is  ftiU  worfe,  almoft  every 
man  in  the  place^  with  or  without  an  adequate  ftock,  is  am- 
bitious to  have  a  (hare  in  one  or  more  expenfive  well  found 
veflels,  or  herring  buiTes.  The  great  rife  in  the  price  of  oak 
fiaves  and  barrels,  has  alfo  become  of  late  a  heavy  draw-back 
on  the  buiinefs.  For  thefe  reafons,  it  has  not  greatly  pro- 
fperedi  although  foftered  by  the  kind  hand  of  Government. 
The  bufs  bounty  laws  havej  for  thefe  26  years  paft^  been, 

with 
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"with  difierent  alteratioils  and  amendmentSi  renewed  at  the 
end  of  every  7th  year.  By  the  prcfcnt  law,  (which  is  to  ex- 
pire in  17931)  they  have  30  s.  per  ton,  when  they  make  two- 
thirds  of  a  full  cargo,  and  only  20  s.  per  ton,  when  they 
havelefs.  The  hardftilp  of  having  the  bounty  Mcfs,  when 
they  have  little  or  no  fifli,  and  therefore  (land  moft  in  need 
of  it,  is  obvious.  It  is  not  then  fufficient,  they  fay,  to  de- 
fray the  expence.incurred  by  the  number  of  men,  which  they 
znuft  have  by  the  law,  more  than  are  neceilary  for  the  bufi- 
nefs.  They  hope,  therefore,  that,  upon  a  renewal  of  the  ad, 
they  may  be  allowed  30  s.  per  ton,  whatever  may  be  their 
fuccefs  in  fiihing.  With  refpeft  to  the  article  of  fait,  the 
prefent  law  gave  fatisfadion,  as  being  wife  and  liberal.  This 
article  they  can  now  have  from  their  neighbours  at  Liver- 
pool, on  eafier  terms  than  they  had  it  formerly  from  Spain 
and  Portugal.  But  they  ftill  complain  of  the  many  incon- 
venient and  embarraffing  regulations,  to  which  they  are  fub- 
je£ted  at  ctiftom-houfes,  before  fait  bonds  can  be  cancelled. 
It  is  the  general  opinion,  that  the  whole  prefent  fyftem  of 
laws,  refpefting  fait  for  curing  fifli  and  other  articles,  (lands 
much  in  need  of  being  revifed  and  amended. 

The  following  is  the  average  date  of  the  fifhing  buGneft 
in  this  place,  for  the  laft  7  years. 

Vcflcls.        Tons.         Men.         Barrels  of  herrings. 
504.  30044.        674?.  74  J  2. 

In  a  fuccefsful  year,  the  profits  of  a  voyage,  between  fifh 
and  bounty,  are  faid  to  be  confiderable :  But  it  is  reckoned 
a  bad  bufinefs,  when  a  veilel  falls  ihort  of  catqhing  half  its 
cargo.  One  thing  is  evident,  that  neither  individuals,  nor 
the  community  here,  have  made  much  by  profecuting  the 
fifliery  on  the  prefent  plan ;  and  one  may  venture  to  fay,  they 

Voij.  X,  4  A  nev^r. 
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never  fhall.  It  is  a  game  of  ha2ard,  which  obliges  the  adven- 
Oircr  often  times  to  live  upon  hope  ;  an4  when  that  hope   is 
at  any  time  reatifed,  he  builds  too  much  on  the  faith,   that 
the  fame  good  fortune  will  continue.     In  the  elevation   oc> 
cafioned  by  a  profperous  moment,  he  launches  into  expcnccs, 
and  projcfts,  fo  difproportioncd  to  his  capital*  that  his  ftock 
is  foon  exhaufted,  and,  if  his  fortune  changes,  his  credit  fol- 
lows.    Had  the  people  of  Campbelton  exerted  the  perieve- 
ranee,  induAry,  and  zeal  bc(towed  on  the  fifhery  for  40  jean 
paft,  upon  agriculture,  manufa^ures,  and  commerce,  in  gene- 
ral, their  gains^  though  fmall  and  flow,  would  have  beeo  fare 
and  Aeady ;  the  inhabitants,  like  others  who  followed  this 
courfe,  would  have  been  eafy,  and  the  place  would  have  been 
ilourifliing.     It  is  perhaps  a  low  enough  calculation,  to  iet 
down  the  average  of  lall  7  years,  as  the  average  of  the  40, 
and  to  reckon  the  ftock  in  trade,  or  the  value  of  50  vcfiei$> 
'with  their  materials  of  boats,  nets,  caiks^  and  fait,  at  40,000!. 
Add  to  this  the  yearly  bounty  given  by  government,  which 
has  not  been  niggardly,  and  one  will  naturally  fuppofe  the 
people  of  Campbelton  to  be  rich.     But,  inftead  of  that,  there 
is  not,  perhaps,  in  Scotland,  fuch  an  aggregate  of  miferablc 
objects,  in  fo  fmall  a  place.    The  poor  on  the  church  roll 
and   in  the  ftreets,  (who  do  non  include  all  the  indigent  in 
their  number,)  make  above  ^-^  of  the  whole  inhabitants  •. 

The 

•  This  uncommon  proportion  is  partly  owing  to  the  number 
of  poor  families  who  come  here  from  other  parts  of  the  High- 
lands,  in  hopes  of  getting  fome  employment  and  bread,  many 
of  whom  are  foon  a  burden  on  the  commqnity.  The  profpcdl 
of  purfuing  the  trade  of  begging  to  greater  advantage,  in  a 
place  more  populous  than  the  neighbourhood >  probably  induces 
others  to  take  huts  here  ;  from  which  they  are  not  hindered,  if 
they  pay,  or  promife,  a  few  {hillings  of  rent.  As  for  the  poor 
on  the  parifli  roll,  they  may  be  faid  to  be  fupportcd  by  the  poor. 
The  congregation  of  relief,  who  are  apaong  the  ablcft  of  the 

common 
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The  perilous  tntdcj  which  the  people  of  the  place  purfue, 
occafions  yearly  the  lofs  of  many  lives ;  and^  of  courfci  a 
number  of  poor  widows  a«d  helplefs  orphans*  A  charity 
fchool)  (fupported  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  and  the  Society 
for  Propagating  Cliriftian  Knowledge  }  which,  for  many  years, 
contained  above  a  hundred  children^  could  never  receive  all 
the  objeAs.  Befides  the  poor  left  by  the  lofs  of  lives,  the 
failors  who  furvlve  foon  grow  old  ;  and  then  many  of  them 
have  no  refource  but  begging.  Economy  is  not  the  virtue 
of  a  failor ;  and  if  it  were,  it  would  be  hard  to  pra£life  it,  on 
an  income  of  lol.  or  12  1.  with  the  burden  of  a  numerous 
family. 

Unprofitable,  however,  as  this  bufinefs  has  been,  efpecially 
for  ibme  time  pail,  it  is  certainly  of  great  importance,  when 
viewed  in  the  light  of  public  and  national  utility.  What- 
ever is  gained  from  the  fea  is  all  clear  profit  \  and  the  fi{b- 
eries  form  a  nurfery  for  feamen,  which,  both  as  a  commer- 
cial and  warlike  nation,  we  ought  to  keep  op.  Befides  the 
number  fnrniOted  to  the  Clyde  and  Liverpool  traders,  it  is 
faid,  that,  from  this  port,  no  lefs  than  800  went  to  the  navy^ 
during  the  courfe  of  the  late  American  war.     Their  eiscou- 

ragemcnt 

common  people,  keep  their  colle^ions  to  themfelves  ;  and  many 
of  the  affluent  and  upper  ranks,  neither  come  often  to  church, 
nor  fend  their  offerings.  The  great  family,  tp  which  more  th^it 
half  the  pariih  belongs,  refides  elfewhere,  and  joins  to  its  other 
virtues,  an  exemplary  attendance  on  public  worQiip  there.  The 
time  has  been  when  our  refiding  heritors  did  fo  here,  nor  thought 
it  beneath  them  to  ad  as  elders,  in  looking  after  the  concerns  of 
the  poor.  But  the  prefent  generation  is  more  enlighted  than 
the  former,  and  pkilojcphy  is  makinof  progrefs.  Thofe,  however, 
who  have  any  thing  valuable  to  preferve  or  to  lofe,  even  in  the 
prefent  world,  (hould  inquire,  whether  n  regard  to  religion  and 
its  inftitutions  be  not  their  great  palladium  Neglect  this,  and 
what  muft  follow  \< — France  will  tell.  Behold  this  Pharos,  and 
be  wife  in  time. 
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ngement  to  ferve  his  Majeftf  now  is  much  bettdr,  in  confis 
quence  of  the  late  humane  and  iinportant  regiAtions,  rd^ 
tive  to  the  mode  of  paying  their  wages,  which  enable  them 
to  be  of  fervice  to  their  families.    For  thefe  regulations,   (of 
which  copies  have  been  tranfmitted  to  the  clergy  throughout 
the  kingdomi  in  order  to  be  communicated  as  oocafion  i^onld 
require,)  they  are  indebted  to  the  laudable  attention  of  the 
Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas,  aOing  as  Treafurer  of  the 
Navy.    Still  they  complain,   that  the  boatfwain  U  rongh,  as 
the  element  around  him  }  for  which  at  times  there  may  be 
need. 

P^r.-^ As  begpng  is  ^^/ne  trade  here,  perhapi|.  too  many 
are  allowed  to  profefs  it  ;  yet  it  would  require ,  much  ten- 
demefs  and  delicacy  to  reftrain  it.  The  weekly  coUe^ons 
of  the  2  eftablKbed  congregations,  make  about  15  s.  T^ 
iniereft  of  a  fmall  fund  *,  and  fome  other  adventitious  aids, 
enable  the  feffion  to  diftribute  about  7  1.  in  every  fix  weeks, 
among  upwards  of  100  of  the  moft  needy,  who  are  on  their 
roll,  and  a  trifle  to  about  60  more,  at  the  anopal  difpenfation 
of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  when  the  collcftion 
commonly  eiiceeds  20 1.  Afleflinents  are  not  defirablc  if 
they  can  be  prevented  ;  but  ere  long  they  will  probably  be 
unavoidable  here,  efpecially  if  the  filhery  continues  to  be  the 
principal  bufinefs  of  the  place. 

DtftilUries. — Next  to  the  fiffiing  of  herrings,  the  bu^beis 

moft  attended  to  in  Campbelton,  is  the  diftilling  of  whilky  \ 

which  the  following  is  the  ftate  for  the  prefent  year. 

N*. 
41' 

*  Major  Sam.  Kilpatrick,  a  native  of  this  parilh,  who  died 
a  few  years  ago,  in  the  fervice  of  the  £aft  Indi^Co.  bequeathed 
100  L  to  the  poor  of  the  pariflu 
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No.  of  Stills.    BoUsdiftitted*    CM4vb9e.iaGaU. 
Iq  the  xxy%      22  5500  ,    198^0 

In  the  country    10  2 1 34 .  ... ^350  , . 

.    32  7634  '26150 

Of  this  qaantitj  5000  bolls  are  computed  to  be  the  pro- 
duce of  the  pari(h.  The  remainder  is  brought  from  diffe- 
rent places,  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  the  fpirits  is  again 
dilpofed  of  throughout  the  Highlands.  This  buGnefs  b  un- 
doubtedly gainful  to  a  few  individuals^  but  extremely  ruinous 
to  the  community.  It  confumes  their  means,  hurts  their 
moralsi  and  deftroys  both  their  underftandings  and  their 
health.  Were  it  not  for  preventing  the  temptation  of  fmug- 
gling,  a  duty  next  to  a  prohibition  would  be  mercy.  At 
prefent  the  law,  refpeAing  diflilleries  in  the  Highlands,  is  fo 
favourable  to  the  trade,  as  to  be  hurtful  in  its  confequences 
to  the'  niorals  of  the  people.  When  a  man  may  get  half  an 
Englifh  pint  of  potent  fpiritSi  or,  in  other  words,  get  com- 
pletely drunk  for  2d.  or  3  d.*  many  will  not  be  ibber.  In 
this  place,  however,  very  few,  compratively  fpeaking,  are 
given  to  drunkennefs,  as  people  are  feldom  guilty  of  excels  in 
what  is  their  daily  fare.  But,  abftraAing  from  this  confi- 
deration,  the  trade,  when  carried  on  to  fuch  an  extent,  U  ex- 
tremely hurtful  to  this  parifh  in  another  point  of  view.  To 
it  we  owe  the  want  of  wheat  or  flour  of  our  own,  which 
takes  yearly  out  of  the  place  above  2000 1. ;  befides  the  want 
of  a  fufficiency  of  meal  to  ferve  the  inhabitants,  for  which 
we  fend  away  about  as  much  more.  Both  thefe  fums  might 
ht  faved,  if  we  could  be  kept  from  deftroying  fo  much  of 
our  own  and  our  neighbours  grain.  But  the  profpedt  of  e- 
^  normous 

*  In  feme  pTaces  it  is  fold  at  9d.  the  Scotch  Gallon.  See  Stat* 
Ace  •f  ^laxHiiiL,  Vol.  IV.  Num.  XiV.  p.  laa. 
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nornous  gftia»  firft  tempts  the  indigent  to  convert  their  little 
crop  into  a  pernicious  liquor,  and  then  the  law  Ages  them 
to  drink  it  themrelves,  as  it  cannot  be  fold  but  where  the^f 
have  equal  poverty  and  equal  liberty.    Thus,  in  the  trite 
ftoryi  the  two  publicansi  who  went  alternately  to  each  others 
houfes,  with  the  fame  twopence,  drank  both  their  cellars  dry. 
Were  we  allowed  to  export  a  part«  to  help  us  to  pay  our 
meal  and  flour,  it  would  do  us  much  fervice.     We  have^ 
however,  much  caufe  to  be  thankful  for  the  prefent  law,  as 
it  ftands  %  for  it  has  been  productive  of  much  good  to  the 
country.    It  has  put  the  bufinefs  into  few  hands,  and  there- 
by removed  from  many  a  temptation,  too  Arong  for  their . 
feeble  virtue.     It  has  happily  put  an  end  to  fmuggling ;  and^ 
as  we  muft  have  fome  liquor,  it  makes  us  drink  our  own, 
and  allows  us  to  drink  it  better,  than  when  it  was  made  clan> 
deftinely  and  imperfedtly.    The  revenue  too  has  been  railed 
fince,  by  our  collector,  (Mr.  Mackenzie),  to  full  four  times 
what  it  was  before  the  a£t  took  place ;  and  the  farmer  gets 
a  better  pricey  and  better  payment,   for  his  grain.     Still, 
however,  it  were  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  Good  Al£* 
was  fubftitutcd  in  lieu  of  whifky,  and  wheat  and  green  crops 
for  the  greater  part  of  our  bear. 

ManufaHures.^li  is  fome  relief  to  turn  from  this  unplca- 
fant  fubjeA,  to  the  dawn  of  manufaflures  among  us.  For 
thefe  2  or  three  years  paft,  a  number  of  young  girls  are  pro- 
fitably employed,  in  tambouring  muflins  fent  from  Glafgow, 
and  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  themfclvcs  and  parents. 
About  50  weavers  are  alio  employed  in  working  cotton.yarn 
from  the  fame  place.  And  yet  our  own  linen  yarn  is  ex- 
ported, unwrought,  to  the  value  of  near  2000 1,  per  annum. 
If,  infiead  of  this,  we  manufactured  it  ourfelves,  it  would 

yield, 

*  The  quantity  made  into  ale  or  beer  this  year,  is  400  bcJb. 
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field,  at  leaft,  500 1.  more.  It  is  hoped  we  (hall  Toon  learn 
to  do  fO|  efpecially  as  a  bieachfield  is  eftabliflied  in  the  pa* 
riflii  in  confequence  of  encouragement  and  aid  given  to  it, 
by  the  Duke  of  Argyll. 

Mifctllaneous  Ohfirvatkns. — ^The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli 
is  910  L  9  s.  5d.  Sterling.  The  real  rent,  from  the  great 
number  of  proprietors  in  the  town,  and  from  Tome  of  the 
heritors  having  much  of  their  property  in  their  own  hands, 
cannot  be  precifely  afcertained.  The  quantity  of  butcher 
meat,  llaughtered  yearly  for  the  town  and  (hips,  is  computed 
to  be  as  follows  ;  namely, 

loco  head  of  cattle,  weighing  about  256,000  lib.  £ng. 

800  (heep         ...  28,800 

300  calves          •            •             •  9,600 

200  fwine            •         •         .  11,400 

Annual  confumption  of  tea             -  1 2,000  weight* 
Annual  amount  of  the  poftage  of  letters 

delivered  at  the  poft-office           -  L.  250  * 

CharaBer 

*  A  mode  lately  adopted  at  this  office,  and,  it  feems,  at  fome 
others,  makes  it  much  lefs  ufeful  to  the  people,  and  productive 
to  the  revenue,  than  it  would  otherwife  be.  The  runners,  in 
coDformity,  it  is  prefumed,  to  law  and  eftabliflied  ufage,  were 
in  the  pra^ice  of  delivering  the  letters  in  town,  at  a  time  when, 
at  any  rate,  they  were  waiting  their  difpatches,  and  of  convey* 
ing  fuch  letters  to  places  on  the  road,  as  did  not  lie  out  of  their 
way.  But  now,  unlefs  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  coun- 
try fliall  conftantly  repair  to  the  office  to  inquire  for  their  own 
letters,  they  may  be  returned  as  dead^  without  their  ever  hear- 
ing of  them.  This  mud  be  the  cafe,  efpecially  with  refped  to 
thofe  who  are  feldom  in  the  receipt  of  letters,  and  do  not  there* 
fore  know  when  to  look  or  call  for  them,  as  the  faculty  of  the 
pcwd'J^bt  is  loft,  which  would  be  neceflary  to  give  them,  or 
the  revenue,  that  benefit  for  which  the  office  was  intended. 
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Cbaraaer  rf  the  feopU  —The  people  of  Campbeltoo^  -  is 
their  dreis  and  maimen,  differ  little  from  thofe  of  other  fea^ 
port  towns  in  the  kingdom,  of  the  fame  magnitude.    Tbcy^ 
are,  in  generali  orderly  and  well  behaved;  courteous  to 
ftrangen,  and  kind  to  the  poor.    They  afibrd  perhaps  tea 
much  bufioeft  to  attorneys  or  writers,  of  whom  half  a  dozen 
refide  in  the  town.    Want  of  employment  difpofes,  and  in* 
deed  obliges,  many  to  be  often  idle,  and  their  general  po- 
verty leads  too  many  to  pilfering  \  while  the  cheapneis  of 
fpirits,  and  the  intolerable  number  of  driftnliottiest  are  con- 
tinnal  temptations  to  drunkennefs  and  riot.   Intoxication,  in- 
deed, proves  oftentimes  fatal  to  many.    In  the  country  part 
of  the  parifh,  the  people  are  more  regular  and  frugal.    There 
they  ufually  work  hard,  live  poorly,  and  are  foon  old.    On 
Sundays  they  are  decently  drefled ;  the  men  In  the  manufiK- 
ture  of  their  wives,  the  wives  from  the  importation  of  the 
merchant.    One  circumftance  in  the  general  chara£ler  of  the 
lower  clafi  of  people,  both  in  town  and  country,  according 
to  the  complaint  and  experi^ce  of  their  clergy,  confifts  in 
the  little  attention  paid  to  every  thing  beyond  their  worldly 
interefts,  and  a  woeful  ignorance  in  matters  of  reli^oo ; 
though,  in  other  refpefis,  they  are  abundantly  intelligent ; 
which  may  be  afcribed  partly  to  two  caufes,  operating  gene- 
rally over  the  whole  kingdom ;  namely,  negle£l  in  giving  a 
religious  education  to  young  people  ;  the  principal  care, 
which  occupies  the  attention  of  mafters  and  parents,  being 
only  to  qualify  them  for  bufinefs ; — and,  again,  to  a  more 
than  ufual  negleft  in  attending  public  woHhip,  which  b  no 
kfs  necefiary,  than  the  early  inftilUng  of  good  principles  \ 
the  temper  and  conduA  of  men,  being  at  leaft  as  much  re- 
gulated by  habit  as  by  principle.    But  it  is  not  to  thefe  ge- 
neral caufes,  that  the  evil,  complained  of  here,  is  to  be  chiefly 
attributcdi  but  to  the  want  of  fchgols  in  the  country  *,  to 

the 
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tlie  poverty  md  mode  of  living  of  the  genetelHy  of  the  iti- 
habitantf  in  the  town  i  tbeiextem  of  the  pacifli'^and  to  the 
want  of  aceoft  to  public,  worihip  and  inftradion,  occaGoned^ 
by  the  ruinous  fttte  of  the  eftabltflied  loburches,  ^whichi  for< 
25  years  pai^i  have  been*  alternately  unfit  for  the  pnhlac  exer- 
^ife-of  devotion.    B«jt,  it  is  to  be  hopedi  this  reproach  wifr 
foon  be  ttcfMve,^  together  with  its  principal  caufes.    A.  €k^ 
rity  fchool  has  b^cf^  fpr  fpine  years  eftabli(b^4  in  the  town, 
and  two  mpre  afe  aboui  to  be  erected  in.  the  country,  in 
CQi^cqu&ce'Of  tbe<  liberal  .encouragement  offered  by  the 
Djake  of  Argyll,  where  his  Graced  intereft  is  chiefly  con- 
eefned|,.and  an  application  made  to  the  Society  for  Propa- 
gating Chriftian  Knowledge,  for  their  aid.     The  Highland 
church  <oo,  fo  long  wanted,  and  fo  much  needed,  is  about 
to  be  rebuilt ;  and  the  younger  people,  from  feeing  the  bet- 
ter fucceis  of  inanufa^ures,  become  every  day  kfs  devoted 
to  the  fea4aring  line.     A  public  library  was  llkewife  fet  -on 
foot  a  few  years  ago,  of  which  any  one,  who  choofes,  may 
h^ve  the  benefit  for  6  s.  a  year.     This  inAitution  promifes 
much  utility,  by  diffufing  general  knowledge  and  a  taliie  for 
readings    A  library,  confifling  of  religious  traAs  and  facred 
writingSy.  has  alfo  been  lately  let  on  ioot  by  one  of  the  cler- 
gymep,  who  .expo^s  fuuch  good  from  his  inftitutioo.    The 
boqJf;$, ,  ^e|(  with  Uttle  uouble,  band/;d  to/uch  perfont  as  at- 
tend foi;  th^  purpoie  of  reading  between  iermoqs.     Every 
reader,  or  dearer  in  this  compilation,  pays  only   is*  ptr  aom 
num  \  and  it  is  intended,  when  the  infiittttion  can  afibni 
it«  to  give  the  uFe  of  the  books,  that  have  been  £or  the  great- 
eft  length  of  time  in  the  circle,  to  fuch  of  the  poor,  as  may 
wiih  tQ  read. them,  gratis.     Books  of  controverfy,  (which 
are  read  with  fuch  avidity  by  the  common  people  in  Scot- 
land,) are  carefully  excluded  from  this  colleAion,  as  the 
fruit  which  they  produce  is  bitter.    The  ancient  martyr 
VoL.X.  4B  faid, 
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faldy  he  could  either  live  or  die  for  Chrift,  but  could  noft 
difpute  for  him.  In  our  time9  the  reverfe  of  this  is  mora. 
commonly  the  cafe. 

Improvements, — Although  the  people  may  be  faid  to  have 
the  means  of  happinels,  in  fome  meafure,  within  their  reach^ 
yet  the  interefis  of  the  pariih  would  be  obvioufly  promoted, 
if  fome  of  the  lower  grounds  were  ioclofed,  and  if  the  higb* 
cr  were  flocked  with  (hecp.  As  they  require  an  extenfive 
range,  the  hilly  parts  of  feveral  contiguous  farms  might  be 
occupied  by  a  joint  ftocky  in  which  every  farm  might  have 
an  intereft,  in  proportion  to  its  (hare  in  the  bounds.  The 
profits  of  fuch  a  (lock  would  go  much  farther  to  pay  the 
rents,  than  any  other  produce  which  may  be  derived  from  a 
mountainous  country  \  more  meat  would  be  brought  to  mar. 
ket,  and  the  wool  would  be  at  hand  for  manufafhire  and 
employment.  But  God  forbid  I  that  the  people^  as  ih  other 
places,  fbould  be  obliged  to  remove  in  order  to  make  room 
for  iheep.  The  principal  proprietor  of  this  country  has  hap* 
pily  difcovered  all  along  a  marked  averlion  to  remove  his 
people,  and  often  refufed  the  higher  offers  of  the  few,  for  pof- 
feiHons  held  at  inferior  rents  by  the  many.  In  all  the  pe. 
ninfula  of  Kintyre,  there  is  but  one  coniiderable  iheep  ftock» 
and  that  on  a  inoiuitain  incapable  for  cultivation.  The  op. 
pofite  fyftem,  which  has  been  carried  to  fuch  an  extreme 
in  the  Highlands,  is  perhaps  as  adverfe  to  the  interefts  of 
the  proprietor,  as  it  is  detrimental  to  the  kingdom  at  large. 
To  the  latter  it  is  an  obvious  and  irreparable  lofs,  to  banilh 
that  hardy  race  of  men,  by  whom  its  battles  have  been  fb 
often  fought  %  and  its  fleets  fo  often  manned.  To  the 
proprietor,  too,  it  is  an  obvious  difadvs^ntage,  to  have  his 

lands 

♦  In  each  of  the  two  la  ft  wars,  ao,o©o  Highlanders  were 
reckoQcd  to  be  in  his  Majcftj's  army. 
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lahds  kept  in  a  ftate  of  nature ;  to  which  may  be  added,  the 
diminution  of  that  political  confequcnce  and  weight  in  fo- 
ctety,  which,  upon  emergencies,  he  would  derive  fro^n  being 
at  the  head  of  a  number  of  people,  ini^ead  of  their  fleecy 
fubftitutes.     To  this  it  is  anfwered.  That  a  (hepherd  and 
his  dog  can  manage  half  a  parifh   under  fheep,  and  confe- 
quently,  that  he  can  afford  to  give  u.ore  renr,  than  a  fcore  or 
two  (rf farmers,  who,  following  the  ancient  culture,  inuft  main- 
tain their  families  out  of  its.  produce.  But  they  do  not  coniider^ 
that  fuch  families  work  hard,  live  upon  little,  and  not  only 
maintain  themfelves,  but  mend  the  foil,  adding  not  only  to  its 
cultivation,  but  prefervSng  and  upholding  the  labour  of  ages 
from  becoming  again  a  forefl  or  wil  Jcrncfs.  The  value  of  every 
eftate  muft  arife  from  its  animal  and  vegetable  productions  ; 
and  if  it  can  be  fo  managed  as  to  produce  the  nobler  animal 
tnan^  without  diminifhing  the  number  of  marketable  com- 
modities, a  national  as  well  as  local  benefit  is  accomplifhed* 
How  eafily  might  this  two-fold  advantage  be  effedled,  evca 
in  the  moft  barren  and  rugged  parts  of  the  Highlands !    Let 
the  (heep  occupy  the  mountains ;  but  let  the   valley,  or  the 
narrow  plain,  bordering  upon  the  ftream  or  rivulet,  be  given 
to  the  people.     There  labour  and  indudry  would  foon  raifc 
food  fufficient,  not  only  to  fupply  their  families,  but  even 
the  undiminiflied  flock   with  fubfiflcnce.     This  is  not  the 
language  of  mere  f|)cculation,  but  ol  experience.     A  few 
years  ago,  a  large  eftate  in  the  Highlands  was,  according  to 
the  rage  of  the  times,  converted  into  flie^p  pafture,  and  given 
in  leafe  to  a  few  rich  graziers  at  an  advanced  rent.    So  much 
humanity,  however,  was  fliewn  to  fome  of  the  poor  peo:  le, 
who  could  not  provide  for  themfelves  elfc where,   that   they 
were  allowed  one  large  farm  among  them,  the  rent  of  which 
was  advanced,  by  degrees,  to  the  general  (landard.     Tiiere 
Jhey  fat  down^  to  the  number  of  about  30  families,  and,  at 
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a  confiderable  expence,  built  for  themfelves  tolerable  habSra-* 
tions.    The  arable  part  of  the  farm,  with  as  much  grouiMl 
as  could  be  improved  by  cultivation,  they  divided  into  fliare^ 
proportionate  to  their  refpcfiive  families.    This  being  done, 
they  fell  to  work  with  plough,  fpade,  and  jnattock^  occafio- 
nally  uniting  their  forces  to  what  they  could  not  fingly  pcr^ 
form.     At  the  fame  time  they  joined  their  little  money,  and 
whatibevcr  they  could  raife  upon  credit^  to  put  a  common 
ftock  of  (beep  on  the  mountain,  and  employed  a  commoa 
fhepherd  to  take  the  charge  of  them.     Their  flock  profper- 
ed|  and  their  ground,  rendered  fertile  by  their  exertion5» 
produced  enough  to  fupply  the  wants  of  nature,  which  are 
all  a  Highlander  requires.     In  (hort,  they  fo  effcftually  im- 
proved the  ground  and  their  own  circumftances  together, 
that  a  rich  neighbour,  envying  their  profperity,  perfuaded  the 
landlord  to  transfer  the  mountain  to  him,  alledging  tAat  the 
plain  alone  would  fuffice  for  the  prefent  pofTeflbrs.    But  this 
proving  to  be  abfblutely  impoiEble,  of  confequence  they  were 
ruined.  The  experiment,  however,  was  fairly  tried,  and  from 
loo  to  150  fouls  not  only  derived  their  living  out  of  the 
farm,  but  paid  their  rent,  perhaps  without  any  fcnfible  dimi- 
nution of  the  cattle  which  it  was  capable  of  maintaining,  if 
the  plain  had  not  been  tilled.     By  fuch  management  as  this, 
the  hills  might  be  covered  with  ihcep,  the  plains  with  com, 
the  Highland  eftates  would  -be  improved,  and  the  people 
would  be  rendered  happy. 

Another  improvement,  much  wanted  in  this  pari(h,  is 
planting,  of  which  it  is  almoft  totally  deftitute.  Befides 
beautifying  the  face  of  the  country,  this  would  in  time  fave 
the  motley,  which  muft  otherwifc  be  di(burfed  by  the  inhabi- 
tants for  various  purpofes.  At  prefent  the  trees  in  the  pari(h 
are  fo  rare,  that  a  child  could  almoft  tell  them ;  yet  there  are 

enough 


cnoogli  to  demonftntea  that  if  man  were  aftitei  nature  would 
be  kind. 

The  manufaflore  of  tiles,  a  fimple  one,  and  eafily  c^ried 
«n,  where  there  is  abundance  of  clay  and  coal,  is  alfo  an  im- 
provement  that  ought  to  be  introduced,  as  it  is  eafily  acquir- 
ed, and  would  fave  confiderable  fupas  of  money,  fent  regular- 
ly every  year  for  that  article  to  Glafgow.  By  thefe  means  al- 
fo an  eflential  benefit  would  redound  to  the  farmers,  whojfe 
yearly  expenditure,  in  ftraw  and  workmanfliip  for  their 
thatched  roofs,  is  very  confiderable }  nor  do  they  enjoy  the 
cleanlineis  or  comfort,  which  they  might  derive  from  tiles. 
If  this  article  were  within  their  reach,  it  would  probably  lead 
to  a  total  change  in  their  mode  of  building,  as  they  have  a- 
bundance  of  ftone  and  lime  at  hand.  The  country,  at  prc- 
fcnt,  is  infcfted  with  rats,  mice,  and  other  vermin,  which, 
when  they  have  once  taken  poficfiion,  can  never  be  diflodged 
from  mud  walls  and  thatched  roo&  The  introduQion  of 
buildiogs,  impervious  to  fuch  intruders,  would  be  of  confider- 
able advantage  to  the  farmer,  by  faving  a  great  deal  of  his 
grain  from  depredation  *•  •*! 

The  growing  of  wheat,  to  anfwer  the  demand  of  the  place,, 
would,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  fave  to  the  country 
2000 1.  per  annum.  Thofe,  who  have  railed  this  fpecies  of 
grain  in  fmall  quantities,  lament  (he  inconvenience  they  are 
fubjcA  to,  by  having  no  mill  to  grind  it ;  but  it  is  to  be  hop- 
.  ed,  that  the  town  mill  will  be  fo  improved  in  its  machinery^ 
as  to  remove  this  caufe  of  complaint. 

Raifing  green  crops  would  alfo  benefit  the  farmpr,  and  the 
town  would  foon  be  properly  fupplied  with  ftalUfed  butcher 
meat,  throughout  the  winter  and  fpring ;  which  at  prefent^ 

during 

*  Since  the  above  was  writteny  fome  meafures  have  been 
taken  by  the  Duke  of  Argyll's  chamberlain  or  fteward  here^ 
for  beginning  this  bufmefs. 
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dnringlbefeftt&QSttt  firaroe  and  bad.  InftMd  of  cKhaaffin^ 
their  land  by  over- cropping^  could  the  farmers  be  periuaded 
IP  kf  it  dovn  ia  heart,  ondcr  grafs  Icedst  and  to  give  it 
iopger  reft  io  pfture^  thcj  would  iboo  find  their  aocounc 
in  it* 

But  the  looft  general  advantage  of  this  pariih,  and  of  ail 
the  veOern  Highlands  and  Iflcs  of  Scotland,  would  arife  bgr 
their  biang  fat  ever  exempted  from  the  opprefive  duty  opos 
coals  carried  coaft^wajs,  as  at  prefent  two  or  three  months 
•f  the  beft  fcafon  of  the  year  are  (pent  by  the  tarav^rs,  and 
other  inhabitants,  in  preparing  a  milerable  and  precarious 
kind  of  fuel,. when  theyfliould  be  carrying  on  fencing,  drain- 
ing, making  lime,  compoft  manures,  and  other  means  of 
improvement.  Till  this  duty  is  aboli(hed,  Campbelton  can 
derive  but  little  advantage  from  its  having  coal  fo  near  ic  ;  as 
the  price  will  always  keep  pace  with  that  which  we  mafl  pay 
for  coal  imported.  And  coniideriog  its  inferior  quality^  per- 
haps it  is  higher  ;  to  that  in  £iA  we  may  be  faid  to  pay  the 
duty,  though,  ftridly  fpeaking,  daty  free.  The  mofles  in 
many  of  the  ifles,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  conttoent,  are 
BOW  ezhaufted,  and  the  diftrefi  of  the  inhsMtants  loudly  calls 
for  the  equity  and  humanity  of  government,  for  a  mitigation 
of  their  diftrefs*. 

With  regard  to  the  town  of  Campbelton,  its  particular  in- 
terefts  would  beft  be  promoted,  by  the  introduflion  of  rome 
nfeful  manufa<£ture.  Till  that  fliall  happen,  in  fpite  of  its 
natural  advantages,  it  muft  always  remain  poor.  Tlie  wo- 
ttoen  and  children  are  too  heavy  a  burden  on  the  poor  Tailor, 
whofe  wages  can  hardly  furnifh  himfelf  with  bare  fubfiftence, 
jsfiead  of  having  a  family  to  maintain,  who  at  prefent  can 

con- 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  coal  tax  has  been  happily 
aboliOed. 


contribute  little  to  their  own  fupport,  except  by  working  up 
fifliing  nets.  In  the  meam  time,  the  firft  and  mofl  obvious 
manufa£ture  to  be  fet  on  foot,  is  the  making  of  fail  cloth  and 
cordage ;  by  means  of  which  a  fum,  whichy  it  is  faid^  amounts 
yearly  to  more  than  3000  L  would  be  prevented  from  going 
out  of  the  country. 

Much  good  alfo  would  arifei  by  a  rigorous  fuppreffion  of 
jpetty  dram  ifaops  kept  in  hovels^  feveral  of  them  fo  pdor» 
that  their  wholexontents  could  not|  perhaps,  defray  the  ez« 
pence  of  a  licence. 

Lafi/y^  Perfons,  bred  to  fuch  trades  as  are  mc^ft  neceffiuy 
for  us,  fhould  be  invited  and  encouraged  to  fettle  here*  So- 
cieties ought  to  be  formed,  whofe  large  numbers  would  make 
up  for  their  fmall  ability.  To  every  ufeful  fettler  of  this 
kind,  all  heritors  and  pr(\prietors  of  lands  or  hpuies  ought  to 
give  every  encouragement,  more  efpecially  by  granting  feus 
or  long  leafes,  which  would  attach  them  to  the  place.  Man, 
though  a  fhort-lived  animal,  grafps  at  the  idea  of  perpetuity, 
and  a£b  as  if  even  his  perfon  were  immortal. 


NUItfr 
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NUMBER    XXXVI. 

UNITED  PARISHES  OF  CORTACHY  AND 
CLOVA. 

(Coumj  and  Prejbytery  cf  Forfar. Spod  of  Angus 
and  Meams.J 

Mj  Mr  WiLtlAM  HALD4NS,  Prtocber  of  the  GrfpeL 


Name,  Situation^  and  EfttenU 

CORTACHT,  or  ^uartacby^  is  derived  from  the  Gadic 
word  cbuartmch^  which  fignifies  gnchfed  ot  Jurroimdid. 
The  aame  is  dcfcrip^ive  of  iu  local  fituation,  as  it  lies  ia  a 
fmaU  valley,  furrotmded  by  rifing  ground.  The  origin  of 
the  name  Glova  is  oncertain*  Thefe  united  parifhea  lie 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  county  of  Angus.  The  river  Pro^ 
fin  feparates  them  from  the  pariflies  of  Kingoldrum  and  Kir- 
riemuir, on  the  S*  and  S.  W.  The  parifli  of  Cortachy,  6x>m 
the  extreme  part  on  the  fouth  to  its  northern  boundary  oa 
the  Grampian  hills,  is  about  13  miles  in  length*  Its  breadth 
varies.  The  north  and  nuddle  parts  are  about  8  miles 
broad.  Towards  the  fouth  end,  its  breadth  does  not  exceed 
two  miles.  The  parifli  of  Clova  is  fituated  on  the  north* 
weft  of  C!ortachy,  and  forms  part  of  the  Grampian  moun« 
tains.  It  is  about  10  miles  long,  from  £.  to  W.  and  7 
broad.  There  is  no  map  of  the  parifh}  nor  has  the  num- 
ber of  acres  been  afcertaincd. 


SM 
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Soil  and  Surface. — ^The  foil  of  thefe  united  pariflies  is  in 
:gengral  poor,  upon  a  cold  and  wettifli  bottom.  The  haugh 
ground,  on  the  banks  of  the  £ik,  is  an  open  light  foil,  in  ma- 
r%j  places  interfperfed  with,  or  bordering  on,  peat  mols. 
The  greateft  part  of  thefe  parifhes  is  mountainousi  and  cal<i 
culated  only  for  pafture.  The  hills  in  Cortachy  are  chiefly 
covered  with  heath,  with  a  fmall  mixture  of  rough  grals  a- 
long  their  fides.  Thofc  in  Clova  are,  in  general,  greenj 
producing  excellent  grafs,  and  well  adapted  for  fheep.  In 
fome  places  the  hills  are  Heep  and  rocky,  and  almoft  all  of 
them  abound  with  large  whin-Aone. 

Climate  and  Difeafes. — ^Thc  air  is  (harp  and  piercing,  par- 
ticularly on  the  high  grounds.  That  part  of  the  united  pa* 
riflies,  which  is  fituatcd  amoiig  the  Grampian  hills,  is,  in 
winter,  generally  covered  with  fnow  to  a  great  depth,  which 
often  is  not  all  diiTolved  before  the  months  of  June  and  July. 
The  climate  is  favourable  to  health,  and  many  of  the  inha* 
bitants  live  to  the  age  of  70  and  80  years.  The  moft  pre- 
valent diftempers  are  rheumatii'm  and  fevers,  which  are  pro- 
bably occafioned  by  the  variations  of  the  weather. 

jRiwr,  Laies^  and  Fj/b.-^Thc  only  river  in  the  united  pa- 
rifties  is  the  £/k»  Originating  among  the  Grampian  hills,  it 
pafles  through  both  pariflies  ;  and,  after  traveriing  a  cottrfe 
of  16  miles  to  the  eadward,  empties  itfclf  into  the  lea  at 
Montrofe.  It  produces  plenty  of  imall  trouts,  but  very  few 
falmon ;  the  latter  being  prevented  from  coming  up  by  the 
number  of  cruivcs  in  the  way.  The  only  lakes  dcfcrving  no- 
tice  are  Lock  Brandy  in  the  parifl)  of  Clova,  and  L^c/j  Churl  in 
the  parifh  of  Cortachy.  They  are  fituated  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  EOc,  nigh  the  fummit  of  the  Grampian  hills,  and  are 
diftafit  abput  a  miles  from  each  other.     On  the  north  fide 

Vol.  X.  ^  ■  V  they 
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they  are  bounded  by  a  ftcep  rock^  and  on  the  ibudi  they 
kave  outlets  which  communicate  with  the  riTer  below. 
Their  form  is  circular,  and  they  are  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  circumference*   Thcib  lakes  abound  with  trouts  of  varioos 

fizes. 

Hi/Is. — ^The  hills  in  thefe  pari(hes  arc  of  a  very  confidcr- 
able  heighti  particularly  thofe  in  Clovai  which  form  part  of 
the  Grampians.  They  are  partly  conical,  and  partly  almoft 
perpendicular.  The  mofl  romantic  are  thofe  fituated  on  the 
fouth*ea(l  end  of  the  parifli  of  Glova,  and  which^  on  the 
north  and  fouth  fide,  encompafs  a  beautiful  valley  about  4 
miles  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth.  Here  the  flu- 
penduous  height  of  the  mountain,  contrafted  with  the  de** 
lightful  narrow  plain  below,  exhibits  a  fcene  of  grandeur  and 
beauty  united. 

^adrttpeds  and  Birds — The  number  of  horfes  is  about  400, 
and  of  black  cattle  1 200.  The  horfes  and  cattle  are  generally 
of  a  fmall  fize.     A  horfe  of  5  years  old  brings,  in  the  marketi 
from  7  1.  to  10 1.  Sterling ;  a  cow  or  ox,  of  4  years  old,  from 
4 1.  to  6 1.     The  number  of  fiheep  may  be  about  8000  ia 
fummer,  but  fewer  in  winter.    They  are  moflly  of  the  blacl: 
faced  kind,  bought,  when  a  year  old,  in  the  Linton  markets, 
in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  and  kept  for  four  years. 
They  are  (old  fat  about  Martinmas,  to  butchers,  at  the  oeigh* 
boiiring  markets*  -They  bring  from    12  s.   to   i6s.  ahead. 
There  are  alfo  white  faced  fheep,  but  of  a  fmaller  fize  thin 
the  former.     The  number  of  fwinc  in  the  parifh  is  ^cry 
fmall.     The  wild  quadrupeds  are  deers,  hares,  and' foxes. 
Of  the  winged  tribe  there  are,  befides  tame  fowl,  muir  fowlj 
wild  ducks,  partridges,  and  tarmacks. 
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jf^rior/A/ir.—- Almoft  the  onlj  cultivated  part  of  thefe  utai- 
ted  parifliesi  except  w&at  lies  on  the  ibuthern  extremity,  is 
that  lying  along  the  banks  of  the  E/k,  about  14  milts  long 
ftnd  half  a  mile  broad.  The  reft  is  hilly,  of  laid  out  for  paf- 
ture.  Confiderable  improvement  of  late  has  been  made  in 
agriculture,  particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parifh  of 
Cortachy.  Here  the  farmer  obferves  a  proper  rotation  ia 
cropping ;  and  the  fields,  after  3  years  tillage,  are  fown  out 
with  grafs  feeds  for  4  years.  In  the  middle  and  upper  dif- 
tridts  of  thefe  united  parifhes,  where  fbeep  and  cattle  are  the 
fiaple  commodity,  improvement  in  agriculture  is  not  io  mucli 
atteoded  to  \  nor  is  the  climate  fo  favourable  for  raifing  corn 
as  in  the  lower  parts.  If  here  the  farmer  can  raife  as  much 
grain  as  will  fuffice  for  meal  and  feed,  he  (eldom  feeks  far* 
ther,  and  trufts  to  his  profits  from  fhcep  and  cattle  to .  pay 
his  rents.  The  only  manure  on  the  parifh  is  that  which  is 
made  by  the  cattle  on  the  farms.  Some  farmers,  for  the 
fake  of  improvement,  drive  marl  from  the  loch  of  Ktnordy, 
in  the  parilh  of  Kirriemuir,  which  is  about  three  miles  dif- 
tant  from  the  fouthern  boundary  of  the  parKh  of  Cortachy. 
Such  of  the  firmers  in  the  pari(h  as  can  procure  marl,  are 
enabled  to  bring  their  farms  into  a  ftate  of  high  cultivation, 
and  to  raife  excellent  crops ;  but  this  fpecies  of  manure  can 
only  be  acquired  by  a  few  of  them,  by  reafon  of  their  great 
diftance  from  it. 

The  Englifl)  plough  has  lately  been  introduced  here  \  but 
that  chiefly  ufed  is  the  Scotch  plough.  The  harrow  and 
cart  ufed  are  of  the  common  conftruAion;  the  latter  general- 
ly drawn  by  two  horfes.  A  good  plough  cods  from  40  s.  to 
50  s.  (  a  cart  from  6 1.  to  7 1.  j  and  a  harrow  about  10  s.  * 

Crops^ 

*  A  ploughman,  maintained  in  the  family,  receives,  for 
wages,  from  61.  to  81.  ftr  annutiu    A  labouring  mas,  hired 

per 
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CrcpSf  SieJUtimtj  6  Harveft. — ^Thcfe  uoitcd  pariflies  proAicr 
oitSy  barley^  pcafe,  flax^  and  potatoes.  Turnips,  white  aad  kA 
dovcr  and  rye-gra&»  are  feldom  ibwa,  except  in  the  vicinity  of 
OMtachy^wluch  lies  on  the  ibuthern  extremity  of  the  parifli. 
The  time  of  lowing  oa^  generally  commences  about,  the  ^4th 
of  March,  and  ends  about  tlie  24th  of  April.     Barley  iixw- 
i^S  l>^giQS  about  the  8th  of  May,  and  ends  abqut  the  24di* 
Harveft  IS  generally  begun  about  the  middle  of  3c^cmbcr, 
and  concluded  by  the  fir  ft  of  November*    Therq^.is.  {ittJe 
grain  exported  from  this  parlfli  even  in  the  a^o(j^,iruitfbl 
(eafons.    The  crops  are  feldom  f'ufficient  to  fupport  the  in- 
habitants ;  and  often  the  farmers,  in  the  upper  diftri£b»  src 
under  the  neceflity  of  buying  feed  corn*     Here  |iie  principal 
dependence  of  the  farmer  is  on  his  fheep  and  cattle  V 

liTood^  Fuil^  and  Minerals. — The  only  natural  wood  in  the 
parifh  is  aliar,  birch,  hazel,  and  willow,  which  are  to  be  found, 
in  a  few  places,  in  fmall  clumps  along  the  banlcs  of  the  £ik» 
There  is  only  one  fir  plantation,  deferving  notice,  lying,  near 

the 

per  day,  receives  from  8d.  to  lod.  with  vidluals ;  and  if  hired 
during  the  harved  ieafoir,  he  earns  from  so  s.  to  35  s.  A  ma* 
fon,  per  day,  gets  from  i8d.  to  20  d.  and  maintains  hipfelf* 
A  taylor  receives  8  d.  with  his  maintainance  ;  a  maid  fervanc* 
3  !.  per  attnum  ;  and  a  carpenter,  including  vtdual»,  1  s«  ^f  day* 

•  The  value  of  grain  and  provifions  is  very  much  z^gahted      I 
\j  the  prices  .given  in  Kirriemuir,  the  ncarcft  market  town  to       1 
^his  united  parifh.     Their  value  alfo  is  according  to  their  pkn- 
iy  or  fear  city  ;  but,  on  an  average,  the  following  may  bccoa- 
lidered  as  the  prices  of  grain  and  provifions  in  this  parifh.    Ha^ 

orings  from  5  d.  to  7  d.  per  (lone,  barley  from  15  s.  to  16  s.  per 
cbolly  and  oats  from   13  s.  to   15  s.     A  ftoae  of  £Ux  gives  from 

los.  to  13s.;  peafe,  from  13  s.  to   14  s.  per  boll$  potatoe»i 

from  5  s.  to  6  s.     The  average  price  of  beef  and  mutton  is  3  d. 

per  lib.  cheefe  4  d.  butter  9  d ;  the  laft  two  articles  have  a; 

ounces  to  the  pound  weight.    A  hen  is  fold  at  lad.  a  chicken 

set  3  d«  and  a  duck  at  yd. 
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the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  parilh  of  *Coftachy«  ArOiuid 
the  Caftle  of  Cortachjr  ond  of  the  featH  of  the  Earl  of  Airlejr^- 
there  are  various  kinds  of  foreft  trees,  as  aih;  elm,  larchji 
plaini  beechi  &c.  Adjoiniog  the  Caftle,  there  is  st  large  gar- 
deni  abounding  with  feveral  fjpeeies  of  firuit  trees,  hefides  a 
hot-houfe  for  peach,  ne£tarme,  and  Yiiie  trees.  There  are 
feveral  xnofies  in  the  united  pariOies,  moft  of  them  Hiusited 
near  the  fummit  of  the  hills.  Peats,  turf,  and  heath,  are  the 
principal  fuel.  The  only  fione  here,  found  fit  for  buildings 
is  whin-ftone ;  but  it  cannot  be  drefled  with  an  iron. 

Population,  Isfc. — The  num^  of  the  inhabitants  has  dr» 
creaftd  nearly  a  fixth  part,  within  thefe  40  years  *. 

The  return  to  Dr  Webfter,  In  1755,  was  123J 

The  number  of  fouls,  at  prcfent,  k      .        •     1020 

Dccreafe  213 


Of  thefe  there  are, 

Males 

490 

Weavers                        7 

Females 

530    • 

Millers                           3 

Farmers 

^6 

Shop-keepers                 3 

Sub-tenants 

8t 

Shoemaker                    i 

Smiths 

3 

Gardeners                      4 

Carpenters 

4 

Ale  &  whilky  fellers     »o 

Annual  average  of  births 

2% 

7 

•^  "^        6^^ 

deaths 

19 

Inhabited  houfes 

- 

-          .               .       .      2I» 

Plough-gates     • 

*                 m 

-         •       79 

PrO'' 

*  This  dccreafe.has  been  chiefly  owing  to  the  thriving  Sale 
of  manufadlures  in  the  feveral  cities  and  villages  of  the  cQuntyf 
and  to  the  higher  wages  given  in  the  more  inland  parts. 
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FH^riehrs  mi  RtnL^^Tht  Proprietors  of  the  united  (m* 
riflies  are  the  Earl  of  Airiej,  and  his  brodier  the  Hon.  Wal- 
ter Ogilvj  of  Cfeva. 

Biclffioftical  Siaii.'^^trt  are  two  churches  in  the  nnited 
jAriihes ;  the  one  in  Ck>va,  the  other  at  Cortachy.    The  dit 
tmtt  between  theiri  is  about  9  oiiks.    WbrOiip  is  performed 
in  boA  on  ftated  Sundays.    The  church  in  Clova  was  rebuilt 
in  Ithe  jear  1 730,  and  is  capable  of  conuining   200  perfoos. 
The  church  of  Cortachy  was  ixiilt  about  300  years  ago,  sod 
contsuns  about  300  perfons.    I'he  prclenc  ftate  of  the  church 
of  Cortachy,  (hews  it  to  have  undergone  fome  reparariofl. 
One  third  of  it  is  excellent  workmanihip,  being  of  cut  ftooe« 
nicely  compared ;  the  remaining  part  is  coarfe,  and  items 
to  be  of  much  later  dace.    Tiie  valoe  of  the  ftipend,  iudod* 
ing  a  gkbe  of  6  acresi  is  i<  bolls  of  meaij  800  merks  of  mo- 
neyi  and  20  merks  for  providiog  the  communion  elemcotSi 
The  manle  was  built  about  50  years  ag0|  and  has  been 
frequently  repaired.     Mr  Charles  Gordon,  ordained  in 
February  i774»  is  now  minifter  of  the  united  parifbes.   The 
fafpily  of  Airley  are  patrons. 

School  and  Ptar.^'^Tht  parochial  fchool  was  rebnilt  in  the 
year  1785.  The  fchooknafter's  falary  is  100  merks,  with  s 
houfe  and  garden.  The  number  of  fcholars  in  winter  is  be- 
fween  50  aud  6o,  but  much  fewer  in  fummer.  The  fees 
lor  teaching  are  1  s.  per  quarter  for  Englifli  i  is.  6  d.  |br 
Writing,  and  2  s.  for  arithmetic*  The  Latin  language  is  oot 
Caught.  The  value  of  the  office,  including  the  emoiomeats 
irifing  from  the  dues  of  baptifms,  certificates  iji  marriages, 
and  feffion^clerk's  fees,  may  be  eftimated  at  17  L  Sterling* 
^— Seven  perfons,  on  an  average,  receive  aid  from  the  paro* 
chial  funds.    The  weekly  coUedUon  in  the  church,  amount- 

H 
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ing  to  about  lol.  ^  annum,  fines  cxaAedfrom  ddinqoentSy 
dues  paid  for  the  uTe  of  the  mort-doihy  the  annual  rent  of 
two  galleries,  one  in  each  church,  together  with  the  intereft 
of  130I.  laid  out  by  the  kirk*feffion^  are  the  principal  fnnds 
whence  the  poor  are  fupplied. 

Ctmral  CharaRer,  isfc. — ^The  tfihabitants  are  frpgal  an^ 
induftriousy  and  cnjoj,  in  a  reafonabie  degreCt  the  coiafbrtf 
and  advantages  of  fociety.  They  are  not  fond  of  a  military 
or  fea-faring  life.  They  feem  contei^ted  with  their  fituation 
and  circumfiances,  and  are  regular  in  their  attendance  on  the 
ordinances  of  public^  worfhip.  There  is  no  furgeon  or  law* 
yer  in  the  united  parifli ;  and  the  inhabitants  are  all  of  tjl&6 
ettMlfhtd  religion,  except  4  families  of  £pi(copalians» 
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NUMBER    XXXVir. 
PARISH    OF   KELSO. 

(County  of  Rouburgb.^—Prejbyiery  of  Kelfo, — Synod  if 
Merfe  and  TivhtdaU.J 

By  DoHor  Christopher  Douglas,  Phjfician  in  Kel/o. 


Situation  and  Extent . 


THIS  diftrift,  formerly  confiding  of  three  fepartte  pa- 
riOies,  Tiz.  Kelfo,  Maxwell,  and  St.  James's,  is  fituatcd 
in  the  lower  divifion  of  Roxborghfliire  or  TiTiotdalc,  in  N« 
lat.  55*.  36'.  in  W.  long.  I^  20'.  It  is  of  an  irregular  tri- 
angular figure,  extending  in  length,  from  N.  to  S.  44  °"'^> 
and  in  breadth,  from  £•  to  W.  4|  miles.  It  contains  from 
5000  to  6000  acres.  On  the  £•  the  parifli  of  Sproufton  fep^ 
rates  it  from  Northumberland.  The  rivers  Tweed  and  Ti- 
▼iot  unite  at  Kelfo.  The  former  divides  the  parifh  nearly 
into  two  equal  parts.  St.  James's  lies  between  the  two  rivers; 
Maxwell  on  the  S.  £•  and  Kelfo  on  the  N.  and  W.  of  both. 

Rent  and  Proprietors. — ^The  valued  rent  is  15,300 1.  Scotch* 
The  real  rent,  including  the  land  in  pofieflion  of  the  proprie. 
tors,  which  is  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  the  parilh,  is  bom 
70001.  to  8000 1.  Sterling.  The  land,  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  is  all  meafured  by  the  Englifh  acre.  It  lets  at  2L 
3  1.  4 1.  and  fometimes  5 1.  per  acre,  and  little  or  none,  even 
in  the  remote  part  of  the  parifli^  under  15  s.    The  Duke  of 


gf  Ktlfi.  577^ 

Roxburgh,  fuperior  of  the  town  and  the  gretteft  part  of  the 
parifli,  refides  above  half  the  year  at  Fleurs.  Befides  his  Grace, 
the  following  heritors  alfo  refide  in  the  pariih  ;  Sir  George 
Douglas^  Bart.  Rear-Admiral  William  Dickfon,  Robert  Da- 
vidfon  of  Pmnacle-hill,  Robert  Walker  of  Wooden,  John 
Proftor  of  Softlaw  Tower,  Efqs;  Capt.  Scott  of  Rofebank, 
Rev.  Dr  Panton,  Dr  Blaw,  and  many  others  of  fmaller 
property. 

5w/,  jfgrieuAure,  and  Produce. — The  foil  of  this  parifh, 
for  a  confiderable  traA  on  both  fides  of  the  river  Tweed, 
and  in  that  part  of  It  which  lies  1)etween  the  Tweed  and 
the  Tiviot,  is  in  general  compofed  of  a  deep  rich  loam, 
upon  a  bottom  of  gravel ;  from  its  favourable  lituation,  and 
the  culture  it  receives,  it  produces  early  and  luxuriant  crops. 
Towards  the  N.  W..  extremity  of  the  parifh,  the  foil  is  a 
wet  clay  $  in  the  S.  it  is  in  general  thin  and  wet,  and  the 
bottom  IS  a  red  clay;  here  the  crops  are  generally  three 
weeks  later  than  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rivers.  About  20 
years  ago,  it  was  a  common  praftice  to  divide  the  cultivated 
land  into  fix  equal  parts,  each  of  which,  in  regular  fucccffion, 
got  a  fummer  fallowing,  and  all  the  dung  that  the  farm  pro- 
duced, lime  being  then  iddom  ufed  in  agriculture.  The 
crop  immediately  after  the  fallow  was  always  wheat,  the  fe- 
cond  barley,  the  third  oats,  the  fourth  peafc,  and  the  fifth 
oats  or  wheat  3  after  thefe  crops  it  was  often  laid  out  into 
paflure,  foinetlmes  followed  again.  By  this  management  the 
lands  were  always  foul,  fo  that  the  crops,  excepting  the  firft, 
and  fometimes  the  fecond,  were  moftly  poor.  But  lime  hav- 
ing of  late  been  very  generally  employed  as  a  manure,  and 
turnips,  potatoes,  and  fown  grafles  introduced  along  with  it, 
the  following  rotation  is  adopted  with  fucceis  through  the 
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«Wt  pMtfli.    Tb«  bad  m  tiUags  is  divided  iato  fim  afol 
partfy  one  of  vhich  is  bwu  witii  ttirnipi,  or^plauted  witb 
poutoa  \  fpr  boFcht  the  land  muft  be  carefiillj  cleaned  and 
polveciiedy  as  veil  as  manured.    The  common  praAice  is  (o 
{^  tornipi  OA  ridges  30  inches  wide,  and  the  feafon  moft 
prop^  for  thif  is^  from  the  xoth  to  the  end  of  Jane;  when 
Ibwn  earlier^  thcf  are  apt  to  (boot  in  autyma  1    and,  if 
later,  they  feldom  grow  to  a  large  fi^e.    Potatoes  are  planted 
from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  April,  in  ridges  30  iocba 
9ifHnder.    The  fucceeding  crop  is  either  barley  or  fpriog 
wheat,  which  is  thought  by  many  to  anfwer  as  well  as  whea 
fown  in  autumn ;  the  third  hay,  and  the  fourth  oats  or  wheat, 
unleis  the  land  has  been  laid  down  for  pafture,  in  which  cafe 
9  fourth  of  the  old  grafs  land  b  ploughed  up,  and  fown  with 
oats ;  (bmetimes  the  third  crop  is  peafp  inftcad  of  haq^  bot 
thiC  pra£Uce  is  every  day  lefa  prevalent*    By  this  mode  of 
cultivation,  the  crops  are  good,  the  land  kept  clean  and  rich, 
9nd  at  an  expence  comparatively  fmall.    Upon  fbnie  fields 
of  a  clay  foil,  the  management  is  a  fummor  fallow,  with  the 
foUowmg  rotation  of  crops,  firft  wheat,  fecpnd  peafe  or 
beans,  third  barley,  Ibnrth  oats  \  and  upon  Tery  poor  land 
of  this  kmd,  when  too  wet  for  turnips,  a^id  too  wet  as  well 
Sks  too  weak  for  wheat,  after  a  fommer  fidlow  the  firft  ciop 
is  wheat,  the  fecond  hay,  and  the  third,  if  not  left  fprpaf* 
ture,  o^t%.    A  copfiderable  part  of  this  pariih  is  kept  in 
gmfs,  and  paftured  with  iheep  and  tilack  cattle  j  but  as  moft 
of  the  fields  are  let  for  a  fummer  paftufe  only,  it  is  impuC 
i^ble  to  af^ertain  tl^e  number  of  iheep  and  cattle,  that  are  &* 
tened  in  the  pari<h  upon  grais  and  turnips  during  the  year. 
It  is  however  well  known,  that,  owing  to  the  hjgh  price  of 
Vpol,  afid  the  conft^  dfmaod  for  iheep  a^id  wt)e«  both 
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Bridgis.—Ax  Kelfb  their  is  ah  elegant  bridge  itver  tlie 
Tweed,  cotififting  of  fix  beautifbl  atcfalBs,  bbQc  U  th^  jiear 
1756,  bf  a  fubfcription  from  the  coonty  at  large,  but  parti- 
cviari^  bjr  the  kihabkaDTs  of  this  pariih  of  every  denomitia* 
tloDi  who  diftlnguifhed  themfelves  by  their  liberality.  An 
ftft  of  Parltament  has  lately  pafied,  for  buildkig  a  bridge 
over  the  Tivlot,  a  little  above  its  jnnaion  with  the  Tweedy 
which  will  make  a  free  communication  with  the  weft  part  of 
the  county^  much  wanted,  and  likely  to  prove,  in  many  rc« 
fpeds,  highly  advantageous  to  the  public 

AnttquHiii.'^k  eoafideraUe  part  of  the  AliBir  of  Kei* 
fdf,  formerly  an  immenfe  edifice,  ftill  remains,  and  exhibits 
%  venerable  monumem  of  that  tiaftc  for  magnificence,  which 

diftttt- 

*  The  common  hire  of  a  labourer,  per  day,  is  from  1  s.  to 
16  d.  bat,  in  hay  time  and  harveft,  from  f6d.  to  20  d.  Male 
fervants,  maintained  in  the  houfe,  receive  from  6  to  8  guineas 
yearly;  women,  from  3 1.  to  4!.  10 s.  Mod  of  the  men  fer- 
Vants,  however,  are  hired  as  binds.  Their  wages,  at  an  average, 
amount  to  18 1.  a  year.  A  great  part  of  the  fummer  work, 
fuch  as  hay-making,  hoeing  of  turnips,  potatoes,  kc,  is  per. 
formed  by  young  girls,  who,  being  early  accuftomed  to  ufe  the 
hoe,  are  more  expert  at  this  work  than  the  men*  They  receive 
from  4  d»  to  8  d  and  country  mafons  and  carpenters,  from- 16  d. 
to  as  d*  per  day,  without  visuals* 

t  The  Abbey  of  KeHb  was  built  by  St  David,  king  of 
Scotland :  He  had  a  prediledion  for  an  order  of  monks  called 
Tyronenfes*  whom  be  fir  ft  planted  at  Selkirk ;  but  not  think- 
log  it  an  eligible  fitoation  for  his  favourites,  he  fopn  re- 
moved them  to  Roxburgh,  (in  ii2,6)»  and  at  laft  tranflated 
them  to  Kelfo,  where  he,  In  1 128,  foun^eJ  for  them  a  magui- 
.  ficent  church,  and  other  buildings  in  ihe  SaxQn  Aile  This  ab* 
bey  was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Maky  and  St.  Jo«m  the  £van« 

gelift ; 
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diftinguiflied  aalieat  timei.    But,  while  it  coiitrilntes  lb  Oe 
ornament  of  the  furrounding  countryi  and  the  jriea/bre  ef 

fpeOsh 

gdift:   Its  privilegeg  were  very  confiderable,  and  its  endow* 
ments  liberal.     The  monks  were  exempted  from  toll,  and  Jcare 
was  granted  to  them  and  the  abbot,  to  receive  the  facraraeots 
of  the  ehurcb  from  any  bilhopv  they  pleafed,  in  Scodaod  sod 
Cumberland.     The  abbot  was  allowed  to  wear  a  mitre,  to 
make  ufe  of  other  pontitical  diiiinc^ions,  and  to  be  prefent  at  all 
general' conncils.     Tt  u  related,  that  this  order  was  particohr- 
]y  attentive  to  4gricuItore,  and  that,  beHdes  hulbandmen,  tfa^ 
maintained   within   their   monaftery  all   kinds  oi    mechanics, 
whofe  profits  were  depoficcd  in  the  comition  (lock,  for  thefup- 
port  of  the  order.     If  this  was  the  cafis  David  fhowsd  good 
fenfe  and  reafon,  in  patronizing  an  order  of  men^  who  promoted 
the  improvement  of  the  arts,  a^  wjH  as  the  intereds  of  relifioD, 
in  an  age  wher.  fciencc  and  phiUjfophy,  feebly,   if  at  all,  iH^ 
minated  the- kingdom.  Small  fragments.of  pillars,  mntiqae  ftoncs, 
.  ilatues,  &c.  evidently  belonging  to  the  abbcy^  have  been  fouad 
at  different  times,  and  fome  of  them  are  ilili  to  be  feen  at  a 
'  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fabric,  affording  a  lively,  tboB^ 
melancholy  emblem  of  the  all.fubduing  power  of  time* 

The  church  of  St.  Jamrs's  was  lituated  between  the  rifen 
Tweed  and  Tiviot,  near  to  Roxburgh  Cadle,  and  on  the  ycry 
fpot  on  which  the  grcatetl  fair  in  this  country,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  moft  antient,  called  St  James's  Fair,  is  now  held.  This 
church  was  dedicated,  anno  1 134.  No  part  of  it  remains  above 
ground,  but  the  j^lace  where  it  ftood  is  pcrfe^Hy  obvious*  Tbc 
Duke  of  Roxburgh,  a  few  years  ago,  employed  labourers  to 
trace  the  foundation.  While  carrying  on  this  work,  they  dog 
up  a  tomb-(lone,  which  had  been  erected  ro  the  memory  of 
Johanna  Bullock.  It  was  pretty  entire;  and,  befides  fome 
elegant  Popifh  fculpture,  had  the  following  infcription  in  Saxon 
characters.  Hie  jacet  Johanna  Bullock^  quae  ohiit  anm  157'* 
Orate  pro  anima  ejus.  Hiftorians  mention  a  William  BulItOC^i. 
a  favourite  with  Eowa&d  Baliol,  and  generally  Ailed  the 
Krng^  beloved  ClerL  As  this  name  is  feldom  found  in  Soot- 
land,  it  is  probable  that  Johanna  Bullock  was  tlie  daughter, 
or  a  near  relation,  of  this  eminent  perfon,  efpecially  as  he  fre- 
quently refided  at  Roxburgh  Caftlc.  There  was  affo  found  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  wheat  and  barley,  in  a  chancd  ftatc, 
fcattered  on  a  tiled  pavement ;  as  were  alfo  fcvcral  p\ec^^^ 
glafs  and  briclcj  which  fhewed  obvious  marks  of  fire.    AH  ^^^ 
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fpcd^toff^  it,  at  tbfi  fiune  time,  tealh  the;  taomVpng  ir^ 
tnembranc^  of  that  rudeDcTs  and  barbarity^  with  which  neigh- 
bouring kingdoms  carried  on  hoftilicics  againft  ^ch  other. 
The  venerable  appearance  of  this  nun  is  marred,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  an  aile  built  in  the  laft  century,  for  the  accomaio- 
dation  of  the  family  of  Roxburgh,  when  part  of  the  building 
was  ufed  for  the  parilh  church*  This  uncouth  modem  ad- 
dition entirely  (huts  Up  one  very  large  arcli^  and  the  half  of 
another,  befides  7  of  a  fmaller  fize  above ;  but  from  the  va^ 
lue  which  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh  puts  upon  it  as  a  ruin; 
and  from  his  defire  to  preferve  it  in  its  priftine  ftate,  there  is 
much  caufe  to  hope,  that  we  (hall  foon  fee  this  modern  build- 
ing levelled  with  the  ground,  and  the  genume  antient  re- 
mains fecurcd  from  injury  by  an  indofure.  It  has  not,  like 
moft  of  the  Gothic  buildings,  any  minutenefs  of  ornament, 
but  has  a  tendency,  by  its  plainnefs  and  magnitude,  to  in* 
fpire  the  mind  with  the  grand  and  the  foblime,  rather  thao 
the  pleafing  and  beautiful. 
Roxburgh  Castle  *  ftands  upon  an  eminence  of  con. 

fiderable 

circumftances  render  it  probable,  that  this  church  was  burnt 
down  in  fomc  of  the  border  wars. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  this  church,  ftood  a  convent  of 
mendicants  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  rirer  Tiviot,  s^little  above  its  confluence  with  the  Tweed. 
*  Within  thefe  few  years,  a  fine  arch  of  their  church  remained^ 
and  other  parts  of  the  building,  which  are  now  alraoll  whoify 
effaced.  This  monaftery  was  confecrated  by  William  Btfliop  c£ 
Gfafgow,  in  the  year  1255. — In  the  parifh  of  Maxwell,  iouth 
of  the  Tiviot,  and  nearly  oppofite  to  Roxburgh  C^Mt,  ftood 
Maifin  DietL,  an  afylum  for  pi]grtms»  the  difealed,  and  the  indigent. 
The  (He  of  this  houfe  is  well  known  $  and  upon  the  very  fpoc 
where  it  floed  there  ftill  remains  a  village,  bearing  the  antient 
name.  The  guardian  of  this  honfe,  Nichol  ds  CHArSLTir^ 
did  homage  to  Edward  L  of  England  anm  1196. 

*  The  many  ftragg1es|  which  the  two  kingdoms  had,  for  the 
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§AetMt  otaiti  ftoi  m  farrMiidod  with  t  deep  tntkk^  Afil 
^fiMe,  wbidx  the  garrilbn  cdold  fill  with  itater  ar  pieaTHra^ 
ud  over  whkh  a  draw-bridge  was  plMB^d.  The  wsAl  wJudt 
fintoondfed  the  fertrefs  is  m  a  gnm  neafiire  dciticiyed,  but 
lone  parts  of  k  t&\i  ramki  P^^^  entire,  which  difpiay  m^ 
vuaing  ftrength  from  their  thii^nefs  And  foiidity.— »Upon  Hf 
WaUm^  eftat€  ai  Woodeoi  khere  ait  #h«  teft)ges  of  a  Ko« 
thin  toorolat  ^«    There  t/tt  dlb  ieteral  ^  the  fame  l^nd  hi 

oifEsTCDt 

pofleffion  of  this  fortreft,  fender  its  hifiory  of  more  importance 
than  that  of  any  near  tHe  borders.  It  freqtiently  chaneed  mail 
tin  I  atvlf  in  the  reign  of  Hiaay  Vi.  was  m  the  potteffion  ot 
that  monarch*  JaMss  IL  of  Scotland  having  laid  iiege  to  it^ 
his  armj  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  Ca(Ue»  in  a  great 
SDealbre  deftrojed  the  works,  and  reduced  it  to  ruins ;  bat,  pre* 
▼loos  to  the  viaory,  the  king  was  killed  by  the  barftiag  of  a 
l^ece  of  oidnance.  A  holly  tree  is  (aid  to  ftaad  on  the  fpec 
where  this  happened^  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  Tweed,  and 
m  Ifttte  belc^  Flean  honlb.  Near  this  tree  Rood  a  large  village, 
which«  from  a  croft  that  remained  within  thcfe  few  years*  was  go 
nerally  called  the /Icrir  Crefi,  But  the  probable  origin  of  the  name« 
as  it  has  beea  handed  down,  though  not  generally  known,  is  this : 
^uaes  IPs  Queen,  having  very  foon  reached  the  (pot  wh«rt 
the  lifeiefi  body  of  her  hufband  lay,  is  reported  to  have  ex* 
claimed,  '«  There  lies  the  /air  eorpje^^  whWeopon  it  received 
the  name  of  Fmt  Cofffi  or  Corfi ;  and,  in  procefi  of  time,  the 
change  from  corfe  to  cnfi  vras  eafily  e£Eefted.  The  Qaeen, 
£)on  after  this  fatal  accident,  obferving  that  the  armv  was  diA 
heartened,  and  that  the  chidfs  were  for  raifing  the  uege,  nlisd 
«very  means  to  excite  their  eourage,  and,  amoiM;  other  thingap 
aold  them,  that  although  their  king  had  fidleo,  he  was  but  one 
ttian,  and  that  fte  would  foon  give  them  another  king,  her  foa 
James  III.  who  next  day  arrived  in  the  camp,  ind  was  crown« 
cd  in  Kelfo  in  the  yth  year  ef  his  age.  This  heroic  and  wdl 
timed  addrefs,  produced  the  defired  eSeA ;  the  fpirits  of  the 
whole  anny  were  roufed  ;  and,  reaeviring  the  attack  with  re* 
doubled  ardor,  the  garrilbn  furrendered  in  a  few  days.  From 
this  period  the  CafUe  has  remained  in  ruins,  althou^  it  was  fn 
tbmt  degree  repaired,  by  the  Lord  Protcdorj  Somubtj  in  die 
reign  of  Edward  VL 

^  '^  Tkh  tomidos  coafiftcd  of  a  tail  aumber  of  fiones^  pikd 
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Mtktent  parts  of  4ie  asmtgjp  genpnUy  known  bf  Uie  sam* 
of  Cairm. 

PiBwrrfqui  SctMtry.-^Tbc  variety  of  charmmg  prcatTpefifiy 
which  this  part  of  the  coiuitrf  «:|hi|»itS9  rcnitfr^  it  a  dificul^ 
taik  to  fcleft  any  of  them.  T\^  view$>  bovRcvcr*.  praTented 
firom  the  caftle  of  Roxbof gh  apd  the  Flcqrs,  dolcrve  pani* 
colar  notice }  but  to  auempt  9a  enumar^ioo  of  t|ieir  b^mi* 
tiet*  were  to  bo  purpofe  i  for  to  be  in  any  degree  coiicea?edt 
they  muft  be  feen.  The  fcene  which  appears  from  Kelfi^ 
bridge,  and  has;  often  called  forth  the  powers  of  the  painter, 
partakes  fo  nuich  of  the  piQurefqac  and  ekgant,  ttvit  it  tafim 
cites  tho  admiration  of  cTcry  fpcAator,  From  this  the  town 
is  leen,  with  the  majeftic  ruins  of  the  ancient  abbey,  and  the 
haftdfome  modem  fabric  of  £dnam  houTe  ^  at  00  great  diC> 
talice  to  the  north* weft,  the  lofty  bnikiing  of  Fleun ;  he^ 
tween  the  rivers,  the  remains  of  Roxburgh  caftle  |  ^car  19  th3$ 
Springwood-park}  towards  the  eaft.  Pinnacle-hill  and  Woodk 
en ;  at  the  difiance  of  s^  lew  miles,  the  Eildon  hills  rifing  ia 
perTpeCtive ;  as  likewile  the  mins  of  Home  Caftle,  the  hillt^ 
ofStichell,  and  of  Mellerftsin;  add  to  thefe,  t^O  winding' 
conrie  of  the  rivers,  before  their  jun£Uon,  with  an  ifland  in 
each ;  one  of  theft,  awl  the  banks  of  both  riiwrs,.  comred 
with  beatttifol  wood ;  the  fteq>  precipices  of  Maxwell,  a^ 
Chalk-heugh,  and  a  variety  of  other  fine  ^tyeAs.  All  tkoft 
muft  induce  every  fpei^of  of  taft^  to  ev€l«i«^  wkk  fni]|U» 
fiaftic  pIcaTur^ 

As 

9Pon  each  other,  and  fecnred  by  a  mofi  i  neither  the  igme  ipe* 
ciesof  ftone  nor  mofs  are  now  to  be  found  in  this  pariih.  Neaf 
a  imaU  rivulet  on  the  lame  eftatey  ikelctasu-ksac  tapi  ^rfrfrtrr 
sd  i/adoifd  lA  AoQc  co8^)s« 
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-    Hie  g<!k&  Stales  $  hk  moDhipratii;  Lytdri^    ' 

Hie  ndnQs ;  hie ipfo  toeum  confttmerer  wcro.  •'  •        -  --> 

Vifwn  9f  KBLiO««-£d[fb^  anchaitly,  Cakhovr^  Cdieovr^ 
or  de  Galc(^  is  fituated  on  the  liter  Tweed,  in  an  extenfivc 
plaifli  bonnckd  on  all  fides  bjr  ge^j  rifing  groondsi  covered 
with  fine  fet«ft  trees,  ibrming  a  moft  beaudiii^  ampUtfaMtra. 
Its  fitoation  is  particvhrly  taken  liociee  of  b)r  Ptoen^  «rh» 
nceofflpanied  the  Lord  Proteftor,  Sometftt^  into  SMllaiMlfr 
and  who  calls  it  a  pretty  market  towii.        >'  '  >!  " 

Daring  the  border  wars,  which  lotig  fj^rdM  deftlatiota  aod 
xxdfirj  over  this  country,  Kelfo  was  tlirtce  boi^nt  dowrffi  b^ 
the  Engltlh  t  It  was  alio  reduced  to  aOies,  in  the  year  i586, 
by  an  accidental  fire ;  and  nearly  fo  by  another,  about  50 
years  ago.  At  prefent,  it  is  a  handfeme  town,  containing- 
•many  good  houfes,  with  a  ipacious  market  place  300  feet  in 
length^  and  200  in  breadth ;  firom  hence,  as  a  centrical  J^oiiit^ 
prftoeed  fonr  long  ftreets,  and  two  confideraUe  lanes.  In 
the  fifoare  ftands  the  town  houfe,  the  principal  houfes,  and 
ftops,  many  of  winch  wonld  do  m>  difcrecSt  to  the  capifd 
#f  any  country* 

MNMf.— Kellbis  probably  derived  fimn  the  word  Gifai.  This 
ttnjefiure  leems  the  more  probable,  from'  an  eminence  on' 
Twoed  fide,  on  which  part  of  the  town  ftands.  This  lidght 
is  catted  the  Chalk*heugh,  or  Calchow,  one  of  the  ancient - 
names  of  the  town,  and  contains  a  great  quantity  of ''^p- 
fum,  and  other  calcareous  matters ;  all  which,  in  the  Celtic 
luiguage,  were  denominated  Eelk,  hence  Eelkon ;  and  the 
Monks  denominated  the  Teal  of  the  ancient  monaftery,  Si- 
g^lum  Monafterii  de  CalcOb  This  eminence  alfo  afibrds  a 
ddightfiil  profpefty  which,  by  fiMOCi  is  thooght  to  cdipfe 
that  from  the  bridge. 

Govimnuttt 
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Goverfiment  of  the  fTHwu.— -The  Dukis  of  Roxburgh,  as  lay 
proprietor  of  the  lands  and  abbey  of  Keiro»  is  Lord  of  the 
Manor.  His  Grace's  anccftor,  Sir  Robert  Ker  of  Cefsford, 
obtained  fhi»  grant  from  JfMoes  !•  ofEogtandy  anno  i6o|> 
on  the  forfeiture  of  Edward  Earl  of  Bothwell,  Admiral  of 
Scotland,  when  it  was  probably  made  a  burgh  of  barony. 

Kttlfo  is  gevemad  by  a  Baron  Bailie,  appointed  by  the 
Duke,  and  fifteen  ftent-oiafters,  6f  whom  the  Duke  nomi- 
nates feven.  The  ^oilier  eight  confifts  of  the  Prefes  of  the 
Merchant  Company,  a  Deacon  Convener,  the  Deacons  of 
the^  £«e  foitowing  Corporations,  Hammermen,  Skinners, 
Shoeonkers,  Taylors,  Weavers^  and  the  Deacon  of  the  But* 
chers,  although  they  are  not  incorporated.  The  ftent-ma** 
fters,  under  the  authority  of  the  Baron  Bailie,  are  entrufted 
wkh  the  power  of  impofing  a  ftcnt  or  tax  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants, as  they  judge  their  circumflances  may  afford.  This  is 
levied  lor  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  inhabitants  with  water, 
conveyed  by  leaden  pipes, -to  different  parts  Vof  the  tows, 
for  repairing  the  ftreets,  keeping  the  town  clock  in  order, 
paying  part  of  the  fcho6lmafter's  falaries,  and  for  feveral  o- 
ther  incidents.  « 

&i9/  and  Religkui  Houfis, — Befides  the  eftaUifiied  church, 
and  an*  Epifcopal  chapel,  there  are  a  number  of  feAs,  each 
of  which  has  a  houfe  for  public  worlhip,  and  fbme  of  them 
are  even  elegant.  Thefe  are  the  kirk  of  Relief,  Burghers, 
Antiburghers,  Cameronians^  Methodifts,  and  Quakers.  There 
are  three  Roman  Catholics,  and  one  Jew  in  the  pari(h.  The 
major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  particularly  of  the  genteel 
cUrs,  attend  the  parilh  church,  and  Epifcopal  chapel.  The 
meetiog-houfes  arc  chiefly  fupported  by  inhabitaots  of  diffe- 
rent pariflics  in  the  vicinity.  This  place,  being  centrical  and 
convenient,  induces  them  to  build  here.    The  Parochial 
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church  and  Epifcopal  chapel  are  both  newi  the  iiE»rfiier, 
a  rpaciout  o£b«gon>  with  a  haodfome  domet  and  conftroQed 
to  accomodate  three  thoufand  hearers ;  the  latter,  ^  fioaalt 
neat  gothic  buiIdtDg»  and  has  lately  been*  ornaiDeiited  with 
an  organ. 

Pgpuktim" — In  the  year  i749»  the  namfaerof  iohaWtants 
was  2900.  The  retucn  from  Or  Webfter,  in  1755,  was 
2781,  and  the  nnmbcr  at  prcfent  amonots  to  4324.  The 
annexed  ubie  contains  an  eza£k  ftatement  of  the  number  of 
houresi  fiimilies,  males»  and  femaks,  in  the  town  and  conn* 
try  divifions  of  the  parifli,  as  drawn  up  from  an  a£hiai  for- 
Tey  made  laft  yeari  179a. 


Houfes  in  the  Iowa  376 

Families  in  ditto     •  826 

Males  in  ditto       -  1644 

Females  in  dUto      •  19 13 
Number  of  fouls  in  ditto  3557 

Under  10        -        -  933 

From  10  to  20        -  713 

From  20  to  50       -  1416 

From^o  to  70        -  393 

From  70  to  100       -  102 

Houfes  in  the  country  126 

Families  io  ditto        -  127 

Males  in  ditto         -  365 

Females  in  ditto  -,  402 
Number  of  4buls  in  ditto  767 
Under  10 
From  10  to  20 
From  20  to  50 
From  50  to  70 
From  70  to  100 


J* 


193 
141 
334 

78 
21 


Skinners 

WcaTcra        • 

Optician 

Dyers  and  dochiers 

Tailors 

Upholjfterers 

Brewers 

Plaiftcrers 

Carpenters 

Midwives 

Mafons 

Smiths 

Copper  and  irbite  iron 

fmiths 
Staymalcers 
Houle  painters        .  t, 
Glovera 
Carriers 
Carters 
Labourers 


20 

I 

3 
47 

2 

2 

6 
60 

6 
40 
«5 


3 

a 

4 

i 

40 

Cler- 
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Clergymen        •        • 
Medical  praairioners 
Writers  ©r  attorneys 
Si'boohnafters           • 

7 
6 

II 

7 

Stocking  weavers  - ,  7 
tSardeners  -  -  10 
Nailers  -  -  7 
Cutlers         -            -          3 

Bookrellers  and  printers 

2 

Watchmakers           »           4 

Shopkeepers 
Bakers        ^ 

30 

3* 

Glaaiers  «  -  2 
Barbers  and  hair-drefTers     6 

Botchers      '.          -  ' 

^4 

Milliners        -            .        4 

Inn  and  afehonfe  keepers 
Saddlers         -    '      - 

40 
la 

Mantua«makers  -  8 
Paftry  cooks        .        .       z 

Shoemakers 

M7 

The  difproportion  between  the  average  number  of  each  fa- 
mily of  the  town  and  country,  is  owing  to  the  aunber  of 
widows  and  fingle  women ,  who  live  more  conveniently  m 
the  town»  and  get  employment  more  readily  than  in  the 
country.  In  38  years,  the  increafe  of  inhabitants  has  been 
1543.  This  great  ioereafe  may,  in  part,  be  accounted  for, 
from  the  deftruAion  of  many  villages  in  the  neighbourhood, 
occupied  by  fmall  farmers  and  mechanics.  From  the  en* 
largement  of  the  farms,  many  were  obliged  to  follow  other 
trades,  and  Kelfo  being  the  metropolis  of  the  diftri£t,  they 
flocked  there  for  habitations  and  employment ;  and,  in  pro- 
portion as  labourers  and  mechanics  have  become  fewer  ia 
the  country,  Kelfo  increafed  in  population. 


i^9lV/|  Markets^  MamtfiiSures^  i^Cr^The  weekly  market 
day  is  Friday.  There  are  twelve  high  markets  in  the  year, 
two  before  and  one  after  the  term  days  of  Whitfunday  and 
Martinmas  i  the  two  firft  are  fotv  hiring  mate  and  female  fer« 
vantsi  the  laft  is  generally  employed  by  the  fervants  in 
mirthi  and  in  laymg  out  their  wages  before  they  enter  again 

into 
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into  fcrvice.  On  thefe  days^  the  concourfe  of  people  being  great, 
and  beyond  what  is  knotrn  on  the  like  occasions  in  any  part  of 
Scotlandi  it  is  produftive  of  immenfe  profits  to  the  fliopkecp* 
ers,  milliners,  &c.  among  whom  they  lay  out  incredible  fums 
of  money,  principally  for  wearing  apparel,  and  female  oma* 
ments.     The  other  fix  high  market  days  are  in  March  and 
the  end  of  autumn ;  the  former  for  purchafing  horfcs  for 
fummer  work,  fuch  as,  driving  lime,  coal,  &c.  \  which  be- 
ing over,  they  fell  the  horfes  again  before  winter  fets   in, 
owing  to  the  high  price  of  fodder  at  this  feafon. 

There  are  three  fairs  in  the  parifti,  including  St.  James's, 
which  is  held  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  j  two  in  the  town,  one 
of  thefe  on  the  loch  of  July,  the  other  on  the  2d  of  No- 
vcmber.     When  thefe  fairs  were  eftabliihed,  they  were  wife- 
ly deCgned ;  the  firft  was  for  buying  lean  cattle,  to  be  fed 
during  the  fummer  and  autumn  months,  upon  meadow  and 
pafture  ground  \  and,  when  fat,  they  were  brought  to  market, 
anci  fold  for  winter  and  Ipring  food,  called  Martf,  being  im- 
mediately killed  and  falted.     In  thefe  days,  frelh  meat  was 
not  to  be  got  during  winter  ;  but,  fince  the  introduAion  of 
turnip  hufbandry,  the  market  is  plentifully  fupplied  with  the 
very  bcft  fed  cattle  during  the  whole  year.     The  fummer 
fair  being  no  longer  of  its  original  ufe,  it  would  be  a  great 
advantage  to  the  llockholders,  to  have  it  altered  to  the  end 
of  Auguft ;'  this  would  fuit  dealers  in  cattle  to  purchafc,  at  a 
convenient  time,  to  drive  them  fouth  to  Woolpitt  market, 
held  in  September.    Fairs  ought  to  fucceed  one  another  from 
north  to  fouth,  until  flocks  arrive  in  London,  the  ne  plus 
ultra.     The  great  concourfe  of  people,  of  all  defcriptions, 
who  attend  the  weekly  markets,  is  the  principal  fource  from 
whence  the  inhabitants  derive  their  fupport  \  but,  of  all  o« 
ther  ranks  in  fociety,  they  are  moft  obliged  to  the  farmers, 
^ho  come  here  in  great  numbers  to  fell  immenfe  quantities 
•  of 
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of  grain,  particularly  wheat,  all  hj  the  iacnple«  Thej  are 
a  moft  refpcAable  body.  Their  farms,  advanced  to  the  mod; 
P^rfeA  f^stte  of  cuUivation,  (hevr,  that,  in  ingenuity  and  in* 
daflry,  they  are  not  iqferior  to  the  farmers  of  any  other 
country ;  and  with  refpe£k  to  depth  of  information  and 
liberality  of  fentiment,  they  ought  to  be  efteemed  what  they 
really  are,  a  ibciety  of  independent  country  gentlemen, 

Jrticks.  of  Tradf. — ^The  flbopkcepcrs,  who  arc  the  moft 
refpcAable  clafs  of  traders,  deal  to  a  great  extent,  in  all 
kinds  of  woollen  drapery,  haberdafhery,  hoiiery  goods,  gro. 
ceries,  and  hard  wares  ^  and  have  likewH'e  a  great  demand 
for  various  kinds  of  grafs  feeds.  Thefe  di&rent  articles 
amount  tp  a  great  fum  ;  but,  from  the  difficulty  of  afcer- 
taining  it,  I  forbear  giving  a  ftatement ;  it  may,  however, 
be  curious  and  intereiUng  to  mention  the  ciuantities  of  ex- 
ciieable  wines,  fpirits,  &c.  confumed  yearly  in  Kelfo,  and 
the  adjacent  country,  exdufive  of  what  is  commiffioned  by 
people  of  the  higher  rank,  from  wine  merchants  at  a  diil 
tance. 

Gallons. 
Britiih  fpirits  •  .  •  1  ^690 

foreign  (pirits  ..  -  .  2028 

Foreign  wine,  French        -  r  -         220 

Foreign  wine,  not  French  -  *  2560 

libs. 
Green  tea         -  -  -  •  272 

Black  tea         r  *  '  *  10292 

Coffee  -  •  -  -  388 

The  bakers  make  into  bread  3000  Winchefter  quarters 
of  wheat  flour  annnally.    The  brewers  make  2570  barrels 

of 
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•f  ftfWg  de  apd  beer,  emk  cMtaunkig  3<  Ei^fli  ale  gski^ 
loon  The  butcbert  haw  btdy  been  accMnnodaJted,  bf  tlie 
Duke  of  Roxburgh,  wkh  a  large  and  excellent  market  [dace. 
Upon  an  ateragei  they  kill  annually, 

Black  cattle  .  •  .  709 

CaWes  .  ,  •  •  620 

Sheep  and  laoibs        ...  8000 

Swine        •         .         .  .  •  600' 

The  ikinnert  drefs  from  70  to  80000  (heep  and  Iamb 
fldns.  They  alfo  fend  to  Manchefter  and  othfr  p)aiQ^, 
the  wool  of  40  or  50000  mort  fkini.  Thefe  arc,  the  ikfOf 
of  Iambs,  either  brought  forth  dead,  «r  which  did'  btfjjy. 
They  like  wife  colleA  and  fend  away  above  5000  har^  Iklns*. 
The  flboemakers,  by  far  the  moft  numerous  claft,  make  aa» 
Bually  30,000  pair  of  fhoes,  and  from  3  to  40Q  pair  of  bobts. 
Thefe  are  all  fold  at  different  £urs  in  NorchumbcrlaAd,  ,?nd 
in  Kclib  market.  The  high  wages  the  joutneymea  teaeltei 
and  the  price  of  leather,  precludes  mafters  from  the  ^!i^c& 
of  exportation. 

The  weavers  yearly  make  about  20,000  ytitds  of  fttael, 
or  what  are  locally  called,  plains  i  and  from  9  to  io,ooQ  of 
different  kinds  of  linen,  which  they  caU  cuflom  work. 
Stocking  weavera  work  annually  from  3  to  400  ddzen  of 
pairs.  Dyers  and  clothiers  are  principally  employed  in  dy- 
ing, and  drelfing,  what  they  call  country  work,  made  by  in- 
dividuals for  private  ufe,  in  pieces  from  50  to  60  yards  in 
length.  They  aHo  dye  home-made  cotton  pieces  for  pri* 
^ate  wearing.    The  copper  and  white-iron  flhiths,  fell  every 

article 

"^  Of  rabbit,  fox,  polecat,  and  otter  iktns,  from  500  to 
(oo. 


^  Kiif0.  591 

artkk  of  kitdiea  utenfilt,  tei  kcttlei#  &c.  and  ham  a  great 
demaod  for  thcmat  all  the  markets *• 

Prices  ef  Pr^Mifions.^'^xvin^  by  the  Winchcftcr  quartCTy 
has  fold  for  fome  years  paft,  in  Kelfo  market^  at  the  follow- 
ing average  prices : 


Wheat 

L.  2    0    0 

Pcafc 

L.  1    5    0 

Barley 

.coo 

Beans 

I    5    0 

Oats 

0  15    0 

Rye 

100 

Beef, 

*  It  is  but  jaftice,  dne  to  merit,  to  make  particular  mention 
of  John  Gibson  optician  in  Kelfo,  as  a  taan  of  genius^  who 
has  made  fcveral  improvements  in  optical  inftroaients.  Hia 
re^ifying  telefcopes  (hew  objeifts  very  diflin^ly,  by  rendering 
chcm  brighter,  and  more  free  from  tremors,  than  any  we  have 
feen.  This  arifes  partly  from  the  compofition  of  the  fpecida, 
all  of  which  he  calls  himfelf,  and  partly  from  the  corred  figure 
and  high  polllh  he  gives  them.  He  has  invented  a  refledling  microC- 
cope»  which  (hews  mtnoce  objcAs,  with  much  greater  eza^efs, 
than  any  madeupon  the  rcfrading  principle.  The  conftriiAia« 
of  it  is  very  iimple,  and  it  is  eafily  managed,  and  adapted  to  iliow 
both  opaque  and  tranfparent  objeds,  which  can  be  applied  to 
it  with  much  facility*  He  has  been  equally  fnccefsfol  in  the 
execution  and  improvement  of  the  achromatic  telefcopes*  He 
obferved,  that,  in  the  beft  of  thefe  inftruments,  fome  of  the  co« 
lours  were  not  correAed,  and  found  that  it  lay  in  the  principle ; 
for,  on  examining  the  nature  of  the  crown  and  fiiat  glafs,  of 
which  they  are  made,  he  difcovered,  that  the  diftancc  of  the 
colours,  in  the  oblong  images,  formed  by  prifms,  made  of  theie 
)ctnds  of  glaif ,  were  tfot  (imilar ;  and,  therefore,  that  all  the 
different  coloored  rays,  could  not  be  united  in  the  fame  point* 
Whether,  by  uilng  flint  glafs  of  a  di£Eerent  compofition,  or  by 
fome  other  device,  we  know  not ;  but  he  has  not  only  over- 
come this  error  in  the  principle,  but  likewiie  that  arifing  from 
the  fpherical  figufc  of  the  compound  lens.  Some  of  his  tde^ 
copes,  4^  feet  in  length,  with  triple  objed  glafles,  bear,  with 
the  greateft  diftindnefs,  a  magnifying  power  of  more  than  240 
times»  Thefe  telefcopes  he  makes  of  four  different  lengths, 
one  foot,  two»  three,  four  and  a  half  feet,  and  mounts  Siem 
either  in  Aiding  tubes  or  on  flandS|  by  which  they  are  fitted  for 
aftroQomical  purpofes. 
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Beef,  nrattooi  veal,  and  iambi  aie*om  3d.  to  ^d.  *^  Uk. 
Dutch  weight;  pohk  is  fbmewhat  kfii  in  i«diie>9    Bmier 
from  M.  to  tod.  per  Kb.  of  24  02* ;  Gheefe  fraoa  4s.  to 
5«.  the  Engh'fli  ftone.    A  goofe  is.  \  A  toricej  from  2s.  6d. 
to  3s.  and  4*    A  iowi  from  tod.  to   is. ;  and  chickens  4d. 
to  6d»  each.    Eggs  frem  jd,  to  dd.  per  dozen.     Goftk  from 
ps*  64*  to  loa*  <5d.  per  cart,  containing  12  cwtw     Thisar- 
tide  has  of  late  been  higher,  but  is  again  approaching  to  the 
old  price.    This  n^arket  is  well  fupplied  with  fif&  of  van'ous 
kinds ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  at  a  cheap  rate,  coafideriog 
the  diftance  from  the  fca,  but,  as  the  price  varies  mach,  no 
average  can  be  fixed ;  falmon,  early  in  the  year,  being  ftot 
to  London,  even  when  caught  at  Kelfo,  will  bring  is*  6L 
per  lib.    The  great  falmon  fisheries  upon  Tweed,  arc  near 
the  mouth  of  the  river ;  they  gradually  Icflcn  in  vJsic,  » 
they  become  more  diftant  from  the  fea. 

EccUfiaflical  StaU^  Scbooh^  and  Poor.-^Tht  ftipend  is,  in 
mtaey  and  vifiual,  100  guineas,  per  annum,  exclufivc  ef  a 
houfe  and  garden,  and  a  valuable  glebe,  meafuring  betwces 
fix  and  feven  acres.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  daring 
this  centwy,  there  have  been  but  two  incumbents,  Mr  Ram- 
fay,  and  the  prefent  much  cftccmed  and  worthy  paft«r,  Mf 
Cornelius  Lundie. 

There  are  two  eftabfiflied  fchools,  one  for  Latin,  and  the 
other  for  Eoglifh.  The  tutor  has  a  falary  of  aal.  per  an- 
num, a  houfe  and  garden,  and  5s.  per  quarter  for  each  of 
his  pupils.  He  has  about  50  fcholars.  The  office  of  ftt 
iion<lerk,  is  generally  annexed  to  his  employment,  whk* 
is  worth  about  12I.  a  year.  -The  Englifh  tnafter'sfalaiy  is 
5I.  13s.;  as.  6d.  and  3s.  6d.  per  quarter  from  his  pupils; 
the  firft  for  being  taught  reading  $  the  fecond  reading  and 
writing  J  and  the  third  arithmetic,  in  addition  to  the  other 
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r^t.  His  fcholirs  are  firom  loo  to  130.  There  are  alfb  four 
other  EnglHh  fchools,  one  of  them  taught  by  the  clerk  of  the 
chapel^  and  in  good  reputation*  Beiides  thefe,  there  are 
female  teachers^  for  inftruAtng  girb  in  fewing.  A  recent  in- 
flitution,  which  does  credit  to  the  foanders^  and  which,  it 
is  hoped,  ti^ill  turn  out  to  their  advantage,  and  to  that  of  the 
piiblic  in  general,  is  a  /chool  of  indufiry^  in  which  employ- 
ment is  given  to  poor  girls,  who  have  ftated  hours  for  few- 
ing, knitting,  and  tambouring,  for  learning  to  read  and  write, 
and  for  inculcating  moral  duties. 

In  the  year. 1 782,  there  were  57  penfioners  on  the  poor's- 
roH  j  In  April  1792,  their  number  amounted  to  92,  of  whom 
^3  were  men,  48  women,  and  21  children.  Their  weekly 
mllowance  came  to  5  1.  6  s.  5  d.  of  which  the  heritors  paid 
3L  14s*  6  d.  and  the  town  1 1.  38.  7d.{  the  balance  wa9 
made  up  by  part  of  the  money  arifiog  from  charitable  le- 
gacies. 

Births  and  Peaths.'^The  births  amount  to  about  200  an- 
nually, but,  owing  to  the  number  of  diflentcrs  from  the  e(la« 
bliflicd  church,  and  otftrs  who  neglef):  to  regifter  rheir 
baptifms,  it  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the  number.  Surely 
the  fmall  tax  for  regiftration,  which  may  in  future  be  of  e(*. 
fential  confiequence  to  the  children,  and  of  prefcnt  informa- 
tion to  the  public,  ought  to  be  enforced. — For  five  years  fuc- 
ccffivcly,  the  deaths,  upon  an  average,  amounted  to  134,  fo 
that  only  one  out  of  32  die  in  the  year. 

Climate  and  D'tfeafes. — Eaftcrly  winds,  accompanied  with 
ffoft,  fleet,  and  moifture,  prevail  here,  as  well  as  upon  the 
whole  caft  coaft,  for  three  or  four  months  in  the  year.  They 
produce  intermitting  fevers,  rheumatifm,  and  other  febrile 
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affcAions,  and  aevcr  ^0  to  aj^graTate  the  coippbiiita  of 
lecudinariaDs ;  yetj  from  the  very  favourable  £tiiati«D  qf 
town,  their  baneful  effedb  are  iefs  felt  h^re*  t|iaaiii  aay  other 
fpot  in  the  country.    There  is  no  fitoation  in  the  north 
whm  the  climate  is  fo  mild  \  which  ^e  author  hm  Qigifcrped 
virhen  travelling  fouth  in  the  fpriog,  when  the. foliage  qttfae 
hedges  and  trecy  fras  more  advanced  about  ^clfo^  thsm  m 
^y  fituation  north  of  York. 

It  is  true  that  the  climate  becomes  colder  in  p^^^Qn  .^ 
one  afcends  from  the  Tweed,  fo  much  fo,^.t]^at  at  x  mile  ^ 
t^vo  fouth  or  north  from  Kelfo,  a  confiderable  change  Joi  felt 
in  the  air,  and  ftrongly  marked  in  the  progrcfs  of  y?^*^ 

(Jowever  healthy  the  people  are  in  this  parlih,  which  ii 
obvious  from  thofe  proportion  the  advanced  in  life  beir.  to  th^ 
vhoie  n\imbcr,  and  from  on^y  i  in  32  dying  annaallj^  jet 
many  of  the  young  and  beautiful  fail  victims  to  coi^noip* 
tions,  and  other  fcrophulous  affections.  Thefp  difeafes  are 
frequent  over  all  the  north  of  England  and  fouthf  of  Scot* 
land.  This  may  in  part  be  owing  to  the  ^rcvaiUn^  cokjt 
eaft  winds  ob(tru£ting  perfpiratioi^i  to  the  ^onftanf  yiciffi- 
tt^de  of  weaker,  to  which  our  infuUr  iituation  fub^e^is  as  ; 
»4  to  the  inhabitants  not  paying  due  att^ntion^j^  their. 
ckKhiog,  nor  %o  their  pcrfons,  la  pomt  of  deanlinelL  ^  Their 
cUct,  though  chiefly  farinaceoi:|s,  and  efteemed  whoj^fome, 
from  the  quantity  which  the  labouring  dafs  ufe  daily,  may 
be  one  caufe  of  laying  the  foundation  of  glandujjur  andjVStt 
ccral  difeafes.  Although  the  mechanics  in  town  ge^eranpr^ 
eat  meat  for  dinner,  the  labourers  in  town  ancl  coontx^  fcL 
dom  do  fq  5  but  one  and  all  of  them  live  much  upon  ha% 
pn4ding,  and  boiled  potatoes  with  milk ;  without  dcviat^oo^ 
they  all  bre^kfaft  or  fup  upon  the  one  or  the  other.  SfiKl 
of  tlie  adults  eat  of  this  foo^,  at  a  meal^  from  6  to  S.EQglifli. 

pounds 


bfKelfo.  5$5 

)3btihd$  'treiglitj  including  milk ;  children  m  proportion. 
9brd[j  thilama2ing  4^aiticity  of  fooc(  mufi  injure  the  tone  of 
tbe'ftotnach»  and,  frbrn  the  air  let  loofe  in  digeAion,  to  what 
an  immenfe  magnitude  n^ay  it  not  be  diAended»  b]r  whiiik 
1  the  whole  chylo'poctic  viftcra  mUft  be  much    opprAcd. 

Hence 'fiartilency  and  indigeilion  arife,  ^hich  is  fooh  follow* 
I  cd  by  bad  concofted  chyle,  which  gradually  debilitates  tfie 

fyftem,  and  is  followed  by  glandular  affeftionsi  eafily  obferv- 
;  ed  in  the  large  bellies  of  children,  owing  to  the  mcfcntcric 

I  glands  beibg  obArufted.     Othet*  fcrophulous  Tymptems  gra- 

dually fuccecd,  arid  tubercles  being  formed  in  the  lungs,  ul« 
tibiately  produce  confumptions.   The  fame  caufes,  which  e!k« 
cite  pulmonary  atfedions  in  the  youhg,  lay  the  foundation 
I  for  vifceral  obftrudions  in  the  more  advanced  in  life.     This 

is  obvious  from  the  ftate  of  Kelfo  Difpehfary.     Laft  year 
I  tliere  were  604  medical  patients  admitted  upon  that  charity, 

f  Ottt  of  thefe  236'  were  affected  with  one  or  other  of  thefe 

t  complaints.    In  27  deaths  (the  number  reported  for  the 

i  y^r)  1 8  died  of  thefe  difeafes  \  atid  without  doubt  there  were 

many  more,  whofe  deaths  not  being  intimated  to  the  go^er« 
nor,  could  not  be  publifhed  in  the  flatement. 

A  fcrophulous  atfeAion  often  remains  dormant  m  the' 
fyf^eo)  ftr  years ;  and  wet'e  it  not  for  exciting  caufes  whic£t' 
produce  Inflammation  in  the  glands^  many  would  live  to  old 
age,  who  now  fall  Victims  to  this  difeafe  \  thefe  sx'e,  Yevei^ 
labour,  fudden  charge  from  vegetable  to  animal  food,  *the' 
too  frequent  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  elpofure  to  cold, 
which  fuddenly  obftrufls  perfpiratlon,  particularly  after  fuch 
exercifes  as  accelerate  the  circtilation  of  the  blood,  and  de«' 
I  termine  to  the  lungs,  as  running,  leaping^  dancing,  £cc. 

,  Excepting  difeafes  peculiar  to  children,  epidemics  feldom 

j  or  never  prevail  in  Kelfo.    About  4  years  ago,  a  putrid  fe- 

I         ver  was  introduced  by  a  patient  frttni  thtf  country;  it  fpread^ 
i  and 
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aod  pFOfcd  fiital  tot  m^nj^    The  weather  afcUbe  tim^  wi 
warm,  and  the  air  moid  ,  but  it  would  not   probaUj  hue 
proved  fe  baneful,  had  proper  .attention  been   paid  to  dcao* 
ing  the  gutters  of  xbc  ftreets,  and  to  de^Iincfs   in  general 
The  greateft  part  of  the  town  ftands  upon  a  level,  it  tbcte- 
fore  rcquircf  particular  attention,  to  prevent  wtHr  and.  filth 
of  everf  kind  from  ftagnating.    This  ftigma  ia  hj  no  mcfiM 
more  applicable  to  the  inhabitants  of  KcUqi  thaA.to  the  neith 
in  gencraU     Did  chej  but  know  what  ^fm<k  iun  difcaii;  uiv 
deaolinefs  produces,  they  would  inftaqtiy  follow   the  <li^> 
pie  of  theh-  fouthern  neighbours,  wl^Ot.^as  a  late  author  ni>^ 
fer?es,  are  now^  as  remarkable  for  that  particular  attention 
to  cicanlinefs,  as  they  were  two  centuries  ago  ior  the  cQQtra- 
ry  extreme.     To  the  hit  caufe,  the  frequent  vifitation  of  the 
plague .bai  been  often  attributed)  for  ever  iincc  they  beome 
cleanly  in  their  perfons,  houfes,  and  ftreets^  this  drc^iii^ 
difeafe  has  not  once  appeared  among  th^m* 

Mtfctllaneous  Ohfirvationj. — The  uncommon    fertility  of 
this  country  affording  all  the  nccefiaries  of  life  in  abundance, 
and  at  a  moderate  price,  its  population,^  and  the  amazing 
]ium()er  of  ihcep,  bred  upon  the  Cheviot  and  Lammernuiir 
hills,  whofe  wool  and  ikins  are  fent  to  the  mofl  diftat^t  parts 
of  the  ifland,  are  circumftances  fo  peculiarly  favourable  to 
manufadlures,  that  one  is  naturally  led  to  exjpeA,  that  here 
they  mufl:  be  eftablilhed  and  iiourifh ;  yet  hitherto,  unfor- 
tunately, none  of  any  confc^quence  has  been  inflituted,  the 
Kelfo  plains  being  the  only  one  ever  attei^pted,  and^  eren 
this  does  not  increafe.     In  general,  this  is  fpppofed  .{pbc 
owing  to  the  diftance,and  high  price  of  coals.  This  o^inipn, 
however,  fcems  not  to  be  altogether  well  founded,  asjjjjipa- 
ny  Englifh  manufaauring  towns,  and  even   in  Hawick  ao<l 
Galafliiels,  the  one  20>  and  the.  other  only  i6  miles  from 
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Kielfe>coftl  b  bctegjktfrom  a  much  greater  dgkmUf  tndfiddkr 
at  A  higher  prke»  than  in  Kcllb,  jet  in  thde  town*  thMf  ^ 
flffujufli,  and  a»  earned  on  toa.co«ifidsrabk'eztent$  bntr 
altbugh  the  demand  were  gmater  than  it  naiUf-it^lf  che 
roads  leading  to  the  coal  hills  were  kept  in  proper  repair, 
that  neceffivjFartiele' would.  nndonbteiHy  be  procorad  aoa 
much  cafiev  «afee*  It  haa  been  ob(erved|.  tbat^  in  aonntriea 
where  agrlculaare  U  camtd  to  foch  a  degree  of  perfeAion  a9 
ID  tbi^  meiMh£kon»  are  littlo  if  at  all  attended  tov  Thi^ 
n^.  \k  aeooutttffd  for  in  part^  from  the  thirfr  of  mankind' 
after  richesi  Qur  farmeia  being  bf  hr  the  moft  optifeni» 
and  profperons  clafs  in  the  community,  this  naturally  indaoea 
nken  of  wealth  to  lay  out  their  money  in  huftandiy,  pcr«< 
fuaded  that  in  thia  way  th^  have  the  bcft  reafon  to  lorirfivr 
a  certain  ^ndfpeedy'neturo;*  But  were  manufa£hires  e^a<^ 
blifhedy  they  would  foon  exhibit  another-  great  fiMttce  of' 
wealth,  and  both';would  equally  affift  and  derive  adfaata^i 
from  each  other, 

The  higher  clafs  of  inhabitants  in  this  parifli  are  ocmrtebua 
in  their  manners,  liberal  in  their  fentlments,  and  benevolent 
in  their  difpofitionsb  A  pablic  library,  which  has  exifted 
upwards  of  forty  ftzn,  and  can  now  boaft  of  a  colkftien  of 
the  beR  modem  authors,  being  regularly  fiipplied  with  every 
publication  of  merit ;  together  with  a  cofiee*bonfe  fopp^iod* 
with  the  London,  Edinhm^h,  and  Keif o  uewfpapers,b(wa* 
contributed  to  render  them  not  Ids.  imeliigent  than  agrecu 
able.  The  proprietors*  of  the  library  have  latdyrefolvad^M. 
ereft  a  neat  ekgant-  houTe  Cor  the.books,  and  fior  tlietaocomK 
modation  of- the  librarian. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  have  formed  tbemfebestioloidvir' 
dlfierent  focietite,  the  members  paying  a  cenafai:fiMn.«eeUjv 
for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  any  of  their  number  wh^i 
may  be  fick ;  in  cafes  of  deaths  lor  deftayiag  fboerali  eK4* 

pences. 
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pBDccf,  »and^siviiig  a  fimll  annuity  to  their  widcMw:  Okii 
ff^attien.  like  thefe  be  otade  general,  ihejr  wouia  Aperfede 
poors  rates,  and  would  afford  to  the  indigent  theimelTes,  a 
mifch  better  fubfiftcoo:  than  thqr  am  obtaki  from  thro* 
ther. 

.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  tli;st  the  liegant  fqaaic  in  which 
the  mark^  h  held,  k  pot  ornamented  <with  a  better  tow» 
honfe.  Xbe  pcdent  is  oldand  ruinous,  and,  frocn  its  worn* 
finidtiop,  the  receptacle. of  filth,  and  the  harbour  of  v»* 
gabonds,  who  here  laj  their  plans  of  depredation,  which  are 
too  frequent  among  the  idle  and  low  clafs  of  irtiiiky  comps^ 


Thereus  no  fatis£si&ioo  which  renders  the  pofleffieii  oi 
riches  more  agreeable,  than  the  foWex  it  gites  the  pofiefiM 
•f  applying  part  to  alleviate  the  difirdOfes  of  ithe  indigibt^ 
This  country  has  happily  many  fuch,  among  whom  the  Hoiu 
Idrs  BailUe  of  Jervifwood  appears  moft  confpicuous.     About 
17  years  ago,  upon  her  fuggefting  the  utility  of  a  Difpenfary^ 
ibr  the  relief  of  the  difeafed  among  the  lower  orders  of  peo* 
pie,  of  all  the  parilhes  on  both  fides  of  the  borders ;  the 
opulent,  with  a  readinefs  that  does  equal  credit  to  their  bo* 
noor  an<l  feelings,  heartily  concurred  with  her  in  advancin; 
afommore  than  fufficient  for  its  immediate  eftabliflmMat, 
and  providing  for  its  fopport  by  an  annual  fubfcripdon* 
They  have  now  a  handfome  convenient  building,  where  the 
patients  receive  advice  and  medicines,  and  a  fpacious  wardi 
to  accommodate  la  patients  who  may  ftand  in  need  of  chi- 
rurgical  affiftance.    The  fubfcribers  have  now  the  iatis&c- 
tion  to  fee  their  funds  yearly  increafe }  and  alfi>  the  agre^ 
aUe  reflexion  of  having  contributed  to  the  comfort  and  re- 
lief of  between  8000  and  9000  perfonsi  no  lefs  by  preveot' 
ing  their  running  in  debt  to  apothecaries^  thaa  bf  the  medi- 
cal affiftaaccthey  have  received. 
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lift  IS  mskter  of  ftrious  regrat  (Ni  tfttj  peifon  (A  Seeling 
and  refleftioD,  it  ftrikei  Grangers  with  furprife,  and  imprcflai 
Ao' favonrable  opinidn  of  the  inhabitatits,  that  the  chorch* 
yard;  fxom  heiag/unincloM/fhotttd  ht^  i^ntkhiSei-'of  roads 
running  through  it ;  and  that  it  (hopld  be  covered  with  the 
ikin?of  sofknalsy  whkh  the  IklnnM  talce  the  Uberty^of  ^«- 
ingtfupon  \xit  and^  owing  t#  tliefame  canfe,  there  B  *noAing 
toprevent'cvtn  fwine  from  tttrnittg  up  the  graves.  Ilie 
refpeft  whiefa  mankind^  in  all  ages  and  countries,  whether' 
fcfintfd  or  barbarous,  luive  tinjf(Mtnly  paid  to  the  aihes  ol^ 
tlnqliu^nceftors,'  ftodd  of  itfelf  be  a  fufficient  motive  to  in« 
dnce  the  heritors  and  inhabitants  to  concur  in  inclofing  %' 
and  ikrf  this  /neans  to  prevent  ftnngers  from  entehiining 
featimODts  and  ftifpi$:ions  of  them»  fer  whkh  ao  och*  part 
#£|luir  oopdoffciBan  itfard  the  }eaft  fpfondaclonf 
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I}«I'TBI>'Pi4RI&HB«  &V  FALA   AND 
SrOUTRA. 

^Counties  of  Mid  and  Eajl^Loihian. — Pre/bytetj  rf 
Dalkeub.:^Synod  of  Lothian  and  TweeddaleJ. 

3y  the  Rev.  Mr  ARCHIBALD  SiNGS&S|  A^mfier. 


Situatim^  Extmi.  Butfiuti  tttii^9nfp$a\  t    ^^\ 

THE  pariih  of  Fala  lies  partly  in  Mid«  and  partly  In 
£aft  Lothian.  Its  greatcd  breadth,  from  north  to 
fouth,  Is  about  3,  and  its  grcateft  lengthy  from  ealft  to  weft, 
fAout  4  miles.  The  furface  in  general  is  nearly  levelj  and 
interrupted  by  no  confidcrable  riCngs  or  fallings,  till  it  'ap- 
proaches to  the  roots  of  Soutra  hill.  So'utra  »  me  wefier- 
jnoft  ridge  of  that  chain  of  mount^ms/  called  theXainmcr- 
lAulf  hills|  which  run  along  the  upper  part  of  t&e  county  of 
£aft  Lothian,  and  terminate  a  little  to  the  eadwara  of  Tfuk* 
har.  The  height  of  Soutra  is  not  accurately  IcnowDy  hut  is 
believed  to  be  fomething  about  looo  feet  above  t^e.Ievd[  of 
the  fea.  To  a  traveller  coming  from  the  fou|Iu  jhe  view 
from  Soutra  is  moft  enchanting.  Faffing  for  a  confideraUe 
way  through  a  dreary  muir,  where  nothing  meets  the  eye 
but  barren  heath ; — here  all  at  once  the  fine^ultivated  coon* 
ties  of  Mid  and  Eaft  Lothians,  with  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and 
coaft  of  Fyfe,  burft  upon  his  view.  The  fuddennefs  of  the 
change,  and  the  mingled  group  of  hills,  and  dales,  and 
woods,  and  waten,  wliich  now  flretch  extcniive  to  the  eye, 

give 
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give  fuch  a  throb  of  pleafare  to  the  hidart^  as  is  not  to  be  de- 
fcribcd. 

Cfimate,  Mo/s,  Fuel^  fsfc — The  ah-  is  Oiarp*  but  falubriofis. 
It  is  fometimes,  however,  loaded  with  fogs,  owing  to  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Soutra-bill  and  Fala-muir,  which  is  ex- 
tenfive  and  wet.  In  this  muir  tbdre  is  a  fnuli  piece  of  water^ 
called  thi  Fiaw^  which  alfo  gives  its  name  to  a  good  part  of  « 
the  marihy  grounds,  lying  to  the  fouth  and  weft  of  it.  Of 
this  thofst  which  contains  Tome  hundreds  of  acres,  no  u(e  is 
at  preient  made,  but  digging  of  peats  for  the  fmall  village  of 
Fahu  The  proprietor,  it  is  true,  attempted  laft  year  a  ma* 
nuft^ry  of  peats,  by  charring  and  grinding  them  to  a  fine 
powder,  for  covering  the  moulds  ufed  in  ibunderies  -,  bat 
this  fchemc  has  beeo  given  up.  The  draining  of  the  muir 
would  yidd,  in  the  end,  the  moft  certain  profit  to  all  con- 
cemed,  and  it  would  likcwifc  add  very  much  to  the  mild- 
nefs  of  the  air  of  Fala  and  its  neighbourhood.  Something 
of  this  (brt,  upon  a  fmall  fcale,  has  been  attempted  by  the 
prclcnt^ tenant ;  but  nothing  efieftual  can  be  done  without 
the  interference  of  the  proprietor,  as  no  tenant  would  chufe 
to  fink  fo  confiderable  a  fum,  as  the  draining  would  require, 
upon  the  (hort  leafe  of  20,  or  even  30  years. 

Scil^  Produci^  and  Sbetp. — The  lower  part  of  the  parifli  is 
moiUy  clay,  and  produces  all  the  variety  of  crops  which  are 
ufual  in  other  parts  of  the  Lothians.  The  upper  part  of  the 
pariCh  is  mofily  heath  j  and  the  crops  commonly  cultivated 
are  barley  and  oats,  with  an  interchange  of  turnips,  grafs, 
and  potatoes.  This  upper,  or  muirland  part,  is  by  far  the 
moft  extenfive,  comprehending  nearly  two  thirds  of  the 
whole.  It  is  at  prefens  divided  into  four  farms,  which  to- 
gether maintain  about  144  fcore  of  (hccp.    The  fpecics  of 
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fhecpi  reared  on  thcCs  JFarms,  is  a  crofs  breed  between  flte  G*- 
la  Water  and  the  Tweedfmuif,  a  fpecies  fomewhat   fbortcr 
than  the  Cheviot,  though  16nger  than  the  Twecdfmuir.    Bet 
a  gentleman  from  Edinburgh^  now  in  poficffipn  of  one  of 
the  farms,  has  much  improved  the  breed  by  csot&u%  k  vitfa 
the  Cheviot.    He  tried  alfp  a  Spanish  ram,  but  foood  k  dad 
not  anfwer.    Thi:  woo\f  per  ftoac,  of  late  yc9r»,  has  Cold  at 
from  7  s,  tp  1 1  s.    £ttt  aotbtag,  perhapi,  would  ixiore  can- 
tribute  to  the  improveinept  oi  the  bi:^edf  as  welt  as   of  the 
wool,  than  the  laying  down  thaft  landi,  which  are  fibvn 
wuh  .corn,  io  p?ftjure  ^^b.    Ti^is  vpvlda  upoa  the  whofe 
be  even  as  prpfirable  for  the  £irmer »  for  though  his  g^iss 
might  be  fpm^times  Icf^i  yet  thry  would  be  aiuch  fiuer. 
The  realo|y  is  pbyiom — In  tbi$  high  part  of  the  gquox ry,  the 
cropi  in  general  are  fo  very  late,  that  they  never  cooie  to 
full  maturity.     Befides,  they  are  liable  to  fo  mzuj  fdkh 
from  winds,  froft,  and  rain,  which  crops  in  a  lower  climate 
are  not  cxpofj^d  to,  that  they  ^re  feldom  got  in  in  good  con- 
dition.^   It  fometime&,  however,  happen^,  that  a  dry  CScalbs, 
fuch  as  the  laft  has  been,  may  enable  the  farmer  to  get  in 
his  corns  pretty  foon,  and  tolerably  ripe ;  but  this  happens 
fo  -  very  feldom»  that  it  is  truly  furprifing,  that  aojr  man  of 
confideration  fhould  ever  venture  to  run  the  rtik,  cfpcciaUij 
as  his  lands  might  be  otherwife  laid  out,  to  nearly  an  equal, 
and  a  more  certain  advantage  :   Put  a  lucl^y  feaibn,  li|pe  a 
lucky  chance  at  cards  or  dice,  induces  the  muirland  firmer, 
with  the  gamcfter,  ftill  to  venture  another  ftake. 

State  of  tmptmjemini^  is^c — The  lauds  in  general  ar^  W|jl 
cukivatedft.  ;and  many  of  them  inclofed.  This  high  date  of 
cultivation  is,  in  a  great  meafurc,  owing  to  the  Ipirited  ex- 
ertions of  the  late  Mr  Hamilton  of  Fgla.    He  firft  fct 

the 
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tlie  example  of  Improvingi  by  xnclo/ing  part  of  his  eftate 
^Rrith  ditch  and  hedge,  and  Iheltering  their  inclofures  with 
clumps  and  behs  of  planting.  This  not  only  added  to  the 
general  beauty  of  this  part  of  the  coUntrv,  but  excited  a  fi- 
milar  fpirit  of  improvement  in  the  neighbouring  gentlemen. 
But  a  great  deal  more  tn  thiff  way  remains  ilill  to  be  done« 
Soutra-hilT  is  yet  a  large  fWJftft  for  impifevemcnt.  If  It 
were  properly  planted  and  incloicd,  the  parilh  of  Fala  might 
vie  in  prfhirefque  besTuty  With  any  in  the  country. 

Cattle  and  Rent.^^Tlit  tillage  of  the  parilh  is' rated  at  17^ 
ptotigb-gates.  About  52  W6rt  horfes  are  dally  employed, 
for  The  porpofcs  of  agriculture,  eketafive  of  ftiddle  and  young 
horfes;  whkh  perhaps  may  amount  to  nearly  as  many.  The 
number  of  blatk  cattle,  up^n  an  average,  may  be  177— "^he 
valued  rent  of  the  parifh  is  1326  L  7  s.  8d.  Scotch;  the 
real  ttnt,  Atout  i  lool.  Sterling.  In  the  year  T727,  tUe  rcat 
rental  of  the  parifh  did  not  much  exceed  400 1.  Sterling, 
which,  vfrhen  compared  with  the  prefenf,  fliews,  id  an  emi- 
nent degree,  tti^  noW  higft  ftate  of  cultivation. 

Poptdaldn  *— The  number  of  inhabitants  in  thiaf  pariOi, 
whith  was  taken  laft  year  (1792)  with  fome  accuracy,  is  as 
follows:' 

-  .      Men. 

*  An  ezacl  ftatement  of  births  and  burials  cannot  here  be 

S'ven,  as  no  accurate  regiflcr  of  thefe  is  kept,  owiog  partly  to 
e'toegligtA^e  6f  the  recorder,  and  partly  ro  the  parfim'onr  of 
the  iohabitanls,  who  do  not  always-  chuft  to  pafthe  trming 
fees  of  regiftration.— I'here  are  no  remarkable  initances  of  ion. 
gevity  in  the  parilh,  though  there  are  fevcral  very  healthy  peo- 
ple between  70  and  So. 
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Men  arrived  at  tke  age  of  maturity 

Its 

Women  ditto        -            -            - 

119 

Male  children        .            .            - 

61 

Female  ditto        .          -            - 

•     79 

Total 

37* 

The  population  in  1755  was 

3«* 

Increafe  60 

Village  and  Se^ariiJ. — The  only  village  in  the  pari(h,  is 
Fala,  which  confifts  of  a  few  miicrablc  cottages,  and  coo- 
tains  about  !00  inhabitants,  young  and  old — And  the  ooly 
diffentcrs  arc  the  Burgher  Seceders.  They  have  buUc  a 
houfe  in  the  village  for  public  worfliip,  as  well  as  a  houfc  for 
their  minifter.  The  meeting,  however,  is  not  very  nuroe. 
rous,  and  is  chiefly  made  up  from  the  neighbouring  parifhes. 

Employments^  JTagesy  and  Manners. — As  no  foreign  trade 
or  manufactory  is  carried  on  in  the  pariih,  the  inhabitants 
arc  moftly  employed  in  agriculture.  There  arc,  however,  2 
Wrights,  I  Imitb,  i  baker,  3  mafbns,  3  taylors,  and  3  wea- 
vers, A  manufactory  of  cotton  might  be  cftabliQied  here 
with  fome  advantage,  as  there  is  plenty  of  water  for  the 
movcmont  of  the  machinery,  and  the  great  road  from  Edin- 
borgh  to  London  leads  directly  through  the  village. — Every 
kind  of  mechanical  work  is  fully  as  high  priced  here  as  in 
Edinburgh.  Male  fcrvants,  employed  in  hufbandry,  have 
from  61.  to  9 1.  and  female  fcrvants  from  3  L  to  4 1.  Sterling 
of  yearly  wages,  exclufive  of  bed  and  board.  Day-labourers 
have  from  is.  to  is.  6d.  per  day.  The  manners  of  the 
common  people  arc,  in  general,  rather  tough*  Shis  parti- 
cular trait  of  charafter  is,  in  fome  meafurc^  owing  to  the 

^fcafcity 
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fcarcity  of  hands,  and  the  high  rate  of  Vige%  which  make* 
them  at  once  independent  and  infblent*      >  r-        / 

til'-'  .. 
Po0r.— The  poor,  at  prcfcnt  upon  the  rdU*  arc  far  from 
being  numerou$-l*a  lucky  circumftance  for  the  heritors,  as 
the  funds  for  fupporting  them  are  wonderfully  flender  They 
folcly  arife  from  the  perquifitet  of  a  mcirt-cloth>  which  is  fq 
very  ragged  that  nobody  will  ufe  it ;  and  the  coUeftions  at 
the  church  door,  which  may  amount,  upon  an  average,  to 

1  s.  every  Sunday.  1  his  may  be  thought  a  very  fmall  col- 
Icaipn,  from  the  number  of  pa^rifliioncfa  alr^eady  ftatc<J  i  but 
it  will  not  be  found  to  be  fo  very  fmall,  when  we  ^onfider, 
that,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  is  only  faibioniibk  for  the 
)owcr  claffcsof  the  people  to  attend  the  church.  The  h  ^iirr 
orders  arc  above  the  vulgar  prejudices,  ot  believing  it  wi¥.6tfa- 
ry  to  worfhip  the  God  rf  their  fathers.  They  hav^  Ipng 
adopted  the  philofophy  of  Franpe,  in  efteemiijj  religion  ai^ 
ufclcfs  burden  lo  the  ftate- 

School,  esTf.— The  fchoolmaftcr's  falary  is  not  the  largcft 
in  Scotland,  being  only  2 1.  4  «•  4d.  The  khool  fees  are  in 
proportion.    Englifli  is  is.  6  d.  writing  as.  and  arithmetic 

2  s.  6  d.  per  quarter  j—wry^r^fl^  encouragement  indeed,,  for 
a  man  of  abilities  to  be  fchoolmaftcr  of  F»la  I 

Church  •.—Lady  Dalrymple.Hamilton-M'GUlof  FaKand 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  are  joint  patrons  of  the  parifli.^-^Xhe 
church  is  fmall,  and  indifferently  leated  j  -but  as  no  great  ^tei 
attend,  it  does  not  much  fignify.~Thc4nainfc  is  roomy  ^nd 

^   .  .•  <;on- 

•  The  parilk  chufcbw  of  SoiUra,  JFala,  L^mffth-lanv,  £afler 
IVemfsf  Kirktird,  Ortnifton,  and  Gogar,  togcthci^  wftfr  thfc  labds 
of  Bhnle,  were  innered  to  the  TaiRifY  OoLtiCa  Chuxch^o^F 
ISiimburgh,  in  the  year  1529. 
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comrenieiit ;  but,  though  oew,  draws  water  throngh  every 
part  of  the  walls  and  roof  expofed  to  the  blaft.    The  ftipead 
is  charaQtriftic  of  the  religion  of  our  great  folks,  rather 
fmalh— Including  an  allowance  for  communion  elenaents,    it 
confifis  of  37 1.  12  s.  7  d.  in  money ;  20  bolts  t  firlots  bear, 
and  24  bolls  2  firlots  oats  fai  grain ;  which,  when  we  ccmfi. 
dcr  the  very  inferior  quality  of  corn  in  the  mirifUnd  Carms, 
that  pay  t&e  moft  of  it,  feidom  amounts  to  above  60 1,  a 
year.    If  we  take  into  the  account  the  remarkable  high 
prices  of  protifions  here,  this  fmall  fum:  is  vttj  inadequate 
to  the  maintainance  of  a  family,  unlefs  they  are  clothed,  like 
the  Baptift  of  old,  in  ccats  of  Jkim  $  and  live,  too,  like  htm, 
upon  locvfts  and  wild  honey. 

Antiquities. — Vulgar  report  fays,  that  in  the  S.  W.  part  of 
the  parifh,  there  are  fbme  trates  of  a  Roman  camp ;  bat 
thefe  have  been  fo  often  defcribed,  and  fo  often  niiftaken, 
that  the  author  of  this  article  fhall  neither  attempt  a  dcfcrip. 
tion,  nor  hazard  a  conjeAure  concerning  them*  The  only 
authentic  remains  of  antiquity,  to  be  met  with  in  the  parifli, 
are  the  ruins  of  an  hofpitat*  upon  Soutra-hill.— On  the 

north 

*  This  hofpitat  was  foanded  in  the  year  1 164,  by  Malcolm 
IV.  King  of  Scotland*  for  the  relief  of  pilgrims,  and  for  poor 
and  fickly  people.  To  this  charitable  inltitution,  the  royal 
founder  annexed  fome  lands  near  to  ot  Leonard's,  in  the  aeigh- 
boarhoed  of  Edanbnrgh.  It  had  alfo  the  privileges  of  a  fane- 
tuary,  as  appears  from  the  name  of  the  road  leading  to  it,  from 
the  abbacy  of  Melrofe.  From  Bridgend,  about  half  a  mile  a» 
bove  Domick  to  the  weft,  on  the  fourb  fide  of  the  Tweed,  t^re 
ba«  been  a  plain  road  or  caufeway,  through  the  muirf  to  Soa* 
tra-bill,  called  the  Girtbg^te^  from  the  word  Giriht  which,  m  - 
tba  Gaelic,  fignifies.tfii  afylum  or  pmiiuary.  The  traces  of  this 
road  are  ftill  vifible  in  many  places  of  the  muir.  ^  Another  cir- 
eum&ance,  illuftrative  of  Soutra^  having  formerly  been  a  place 
pf  refugei  iS|  that  about  half  ac  mile  to  tne  fouth  of  the  hofpttal, 

there 
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oorth  fide  of  the  bill,  a  Iktii:  hdow  where  the  hofpiial^  ftooi^ 
there  is  a  fountain  of  excellent  wateri  which  was  dedicated 
to  the  Holy  Trinity,  ftiU  caUod  Trinity  Wf/J.-^Thh  well, 

though 

there  is  a  fmall  eminence  or  rifing  ground,  ftill  called  Crofi* 
cbam-hiR,  It  would  appear  that  along  this  hill,  and  acrofs  the 
Girth|;atet  there  had  been  a  chain  fo^eadcd  for  a  ceq&derahfe 
way,  in  the  direAiop  of  eaft  a«d  weQ,  to  mark  the  boundartu 
of  the  privileged  ground.  Criminals,  who  had  the  happinefi 
to  pafs  or  crofs  this  chatni  however  clofely  purfued,  were  fafe 
from,  every  barmi  ax)d  e^iempted  ftom  proftcutton*  A^as- 
ANDsa  OF  Soi.TRA»  or  Saut&4,  is  mentioned  as  mailer  of  this 
hofpital  in  the  year  1204;  and,  in  1292,  Prynub,  in  his  Col« 
le^lions,  ftyies  Roboi«fhvs,  **  Magjfter  H^fpttaiii  d&  ^0/W.*' 
John  Hvaior  vicar  of  Soutra,  is  wiijieis  to  fevcral  charters  iiu 
the  year  1467*  Adjoining  to  the  hofpital^  and  under  its  iuril^ 
didion,  .there  was  a  church,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity, 
This  circumAance  has  led  foope  authors  into  the  belief  of  6ot»- 
tra's  having  been  a  monaAery  ;  for  under  this  appellation,  we 
find  Douglas  in  his  Peerage,  uniformly  ftyling  it. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  ever  this  hofpital  was  richly  endow* 
ed ;  though  &veral  donations  were  made  to  it»  at  a  very  early 
period.  Among  the  tirft  of  thefe  donations,  was  that  of  the 
patronage  of  the  church  of  Wemyfs  in  Fife,  made  to  it  by  Sia 
John  db  Methxi l,  an  anccAor  of  the  £.arl  oi  Wsmvsi*  This 
donation  runs  in  the  following  words:  **  Dominus  JoHaNMsa 
«'METHKiLy  miUsy  &^r.— J^^i^^,  ifc. — Deo,  et  eccUfiae  SanQae 
*'  TrinUatis  de  Soltrat,  magiflro  et  fratrihus  ibidem  Deo  Jervi* 
*'  entibuif  6c>  totum  jus^  qwd  habec^  vel  habere  pctai,  vel  anteeefo- 
^<  res  met  habere  poterunt  gn  eecicfia  San^iae  Maeije  de  Wbmyss^ 
**" pro  anima  mea^  et  anitna  comttii  Duncani,  et  pro  animabus  pa* 
**  tris  et  matrii^*  &c.  &c.  Though  this  donation  has  no  date, 
yet  it  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
King  William,  who  died  in  the  year  12 14.  It  was  afterwards 
CQ&hj'Oved  by  Sir  John's  heir  and  fucceflbr,  Michael  de 
Wemyss.  We  find  another  donation,  but  of  what  nature  is  not 
certainly  known,  made  to  it,  by  Sir  David  de  Grjbme,  to  which 
Dominus  ALSxANDEa  Seatom,  of  the  noble  family  of  Winton, 
and  Magifter  Thomas  de  Seaton,  are  witneffes.  This  charter 
of  donation  has  iikewife  no  date  ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been 
made  between  the  years  1226  and  1230.  Sir  John  de  Keith, 
Great  Mariflial  of  Scotland,  confirms  to  Soltray,  a  donation  of 
the  land&  of  Johnfton  in  Eaft  Lothian,  of  which  he  was  fupe« 
rioTi  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  ALBZANDra  IIL 
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though  it  does  not  now  appear  ^to  have  any  medicinal  qoalt- 
tiesy  was  formerlj  much  celebrated,  and  much  fireqocnted  by 
fick  and  diicafed  perfons.-^On  the  weft  of  the  hofjpitaly  there 
is  a  ffloall  houfe  and  offices,  with  a  property  of  bctweca  3 
and  4  acres  of  land,  belonging  to  one  Pringle,  which  is 
laid  to  have  been  a  gift  from  Eling  James  V.  for  a  night's 
lodging,  when  he  was  feparated  firom  his  companions  upon 
a  hooting  party.    This  finall  property  has  continoed  e- 
ver  fince  in  the  fame  family,  from  ^ther  to  ion,   with- 
oat  addition  or  dimination.-*SADTEA  feems  fbrmerly  to 
have  been  a  very  confiderable  village,  and  a  place  of  much 
conviviality,  if  we  may  gueis  from  the  great  number  of  pQl>. 
lie  hoitfes,  faid  to  have  been  in  it«    Now  there  is  nothing  to 
mark  the  happy  ipot  where  the  village  ftood,  but  two  or 
three  wretched  cottages,  feeble  remembrancers  of  its  antieBt 
greatnefi. 

«<  Sweet  fmiling  village,  lovelieft  of  the  lawn^ 

<<  Thy  fports  are  fled,  and  all  thy  charms  withdrawn  ; 

<<  Sunk  are  thy  bowers  in  fliapdefs  ruin  all, 

^  And  the  long  grafs  o'ertops  the  mouldcriiig  walL** 
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NUMBER    XXXIX. 
PARISH    OF  METHVEN* 

fCoMiy  and  Pre/bytery  <f  Penb.-^ymd  rf  Pirtb 
and  Stirling.  J 

Bf  the  Reverend  Mr  John  Dowb.,  Minifier* 


Qnjpif  fif  tie  Name* 

THE  name,  in  Gaelic,  is  faid  to  iignify  the  Middk^  and» 
in  that  langoa^,  the  adjedlive  dow^  or  blacky  is  com- 
monly added  in  fpeaking  of  it ;  and  the  origin  of  that  ap- 
pellation was  fuppofed  to  be.  That  it  was  fituated  nearly  in 
the  middle  of  the  great  vatley,  (or  Strathmorei)  on  the  (outh 
of  the  Grampian  Mountains,  which  extend  from  Dumbar- 
ton to  Stonehaven,  and  nearly  at  equal  diftance  £rom  thofe 
mountains,  and  the  ridge  of  the  Ochills,  which  there  bouad 
that  valley  on  the  ibuth.  Others  contend,  that  the  word 
Mitbven  may  be  interpreted,  ibe  Little  Mountain.  This 
name  is  not  delcriptive  of  the  Ctuatioo  of  the  village,  which 
lies  in  a  hollow  ^  but  in  a  good  meafure  applies  to  the  fite 
of  the  Caftle,  which  ftands,  with  a  dignified  appearance,  on 
pretty  high  ground.  The  vUIage,  which  is  now  confider- 
able,  feems  to  have  originated  from  a  collegiate  church, 
founded  before  the  middle  of  the  15th  century.  But,  it  ap« 
pears,  that  the  old  cafile  of  Methven  was  of  a  ntuch  earlier 
date,  and  therefore  communicated  its  name  to  the  collegiate 
church. 
Vol.  X  4  H  £xtine 
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Etgtent  and  Surface^  &V.— This  {arilh^froin  E.  to  W.  is»ar 
an  average,  about  5  Engliih  miles ;  and  between  3  and  4  firmo 
N.  to  S.    The  fnrface  is  agreeably  varied  by  hollows  and 
rifing  groond  :  Bat,  in  general,  it  flopes  £rDm  north  to  fosth^ 
where  ifterminatey  in  a  narrow  plain,  the  weft   port  oE 
which  is  a  cnora&,  which  fuppLics  with  peat  the  neighbour* 
iBg' inhabitants,  and  krom  whence  two  ftreams  take  their 
rife  'f  the  moft  confiderabie  of  wliich  runs  weftward  into  the 
Earn,  and  the  other  eaftward  into  the  AUnood  :    Both  have 
the  name  of  the  Pow.    The  cultivated  foil  is,  in  generalt 
good  I  one  part  clay,  another  foam,  and  a  third  gravel  ^  hoc 
the  clay  foil  predominates.    There  is  a  tra£t  of  wafte  gtoand^ 
ab6ve  800  acres,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  pariih,  which  wm 
a  common,  and  is  now  divided.     A  confiderable  part  of  it 
IS  very  improveable  i  and  it  is  hoped,  that,  in  due  time,  the 
hand  of  perfcvcring  induftry  will  transform  the  uncultiitated 
heath,  into  verdant  paftores  and  plentiful  fieids» 

♦ 

Riveru  feV. — ^The  Almond,  which  bounds  the  greatcft 
part  of  this  parifh  on  the  N.  and  £•  is  a  large  and  rapid 
current  of  water,  ard,  in  its  courfe,  turns  a  number  of  mills 
'  of  various  kinds.  Its  banks  are  bold  and  rocky,  and  in  ma^ 
ny  places  agreeably  wooded.  It  furniHies  fome  very  pic- 
turefque  and  romantic  views,  as  it  pafles  the  eftate  of 
Lednotk,  the  property  of  Mr  Graham  of  Balgowan.  tt 
was  formerly  well  itored  with  fine  trout,  &c.  i  but  the  late 
creation  of  a  high  dike  to  raife  the  water,  which  fupplics 
the  cotton  fpinnitg,  and  other  works,  of  Cromwell  Park^ 
prevents  almoft  evei  y  kind  of  fifli  from  penetrating  any  far- 
ther \  and  probably,  in  a  fhort  tioiei  they  will  entiielj  defcrt 
the  river. 

JF90dt. 
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'  Wo8ds. — ^The  wood  of  Methven  is  tlie  onljr  natural  one» 

ef  any  e&tent»  hi   the  parifli.     It  covers    172   Scotch  a- 

cfes,  and  is  of  confidcrable  value  to  the  proprietor»  Lord 

Methven.     It  is  cut  in  about  18  divifions,  at  the  age  of  25 

years*     It  confifts  of  oaks,  many  of  which  have  been. lately 

allowed  to  ftand  for  timber^   birch,  8cc.    The   hazel  has 

been  let  at  the  rent  of  i  al.  to  a  coal  company,  for  above  20 

years.     The  prefent  wood  Hes  a  little  eafi ward  of  the  Caftle^ 

to  which  it  is  a  great  ornament ;  but  anciently  it  extended 

a'confiderable  diflance  to  the  Ibuth  and  weft,  as  is  evident 

from  fome  old  oaks  ftill  remaining  in  cultivated  fields ;  and 

from  an  old  farm  which  retains  the  name  of  Weftwood  or 

Woodhead.    There  are  likewife  fome  fpots  of  natural  wood, 

on  the  banks  of  the  Almond. 

jfgricutiurt  and  Produce^  £ffr.  *. — Within  thefc  20  years, 
the  improvements  in  agricukure  have  been  very  great  in  this 
pari(h,  as  well  as  in  other  places ;  and,  of  confequence,  the 
rents  are  much  increafed.  This  is  owing  to  the  nie  of  lime, 
which  is  become  very  general,  and  is  got  at  the  port  of 
Perthi  either  from  Lord  Elgin's  lime  works,  on  the  Frith 

of 

*  Thirty  years  ago^  almoft  the  whole  of  this  parifli  was  pcf- 
feFed  in  Runrig ;  the  tenants  of  3,  4,  5,  or  6  ploughgates, 
living  in  one  Tonvn,  as  it  was  called,  and  occupying  a  large 
trad  of  ground  in  that  manner.  About  one  third  of  the  land, 
next  to  the  houfes,  was  called  InfieU^  or  Croft  Und,  and  was 
cropped  alter natcly  with  oats  and  barley,  the  whole  dung  be- 
ing  laid  on  with  the  barley.  The  remriind«r  of  the  farm  wat 
called  Outfield  \  of  which  one  third,  or  more,  wa»  in  oats,  and 
the  reft  in  palinre«  The  cattle  were  folded  in  funimer,  on  that 
part  of  the  oottield,  which  was  to  be  broken  up  the  enfuing 
feafon,  after  which  3  crops  of  oats  were  taken  ;  and  ibmctimes, 
if  the. ground  did  not  feem  to  be  quite  ezhaufted,  a  fourth; 
after  which  it  was  left  out  for  padure,  until  it  had  fo  far  reco- 
^eredi  as  to  be  able  again  to  undergo  the  fame  operation. 


6iz  SmyUud  dccma 

of  Forth*  or  frpm  Sondesland.    Some  yean  ago,  Aon 
alfo  a  good  deal  of  marl  difcovered,  with  which  (bme  of  \ 
grounds  have  been  manured.    Tenants  now  iee  the  < 
of  ofcr  cropping  their  lands,  after  lime  or  marl,  and  there- 
fore often  fow  clover  and  rye-grais  with  their  barky  cropt. 
Every  pofleflbr  of  ai  few  roods  of  ground,  finds  it  profitabbs 
to  fbw  fome  pounds  of  red  clover  *.    Barley,  grais,  o9Xs^ 
flax^  peafe,  and  beans,  are  the  common  crops  f.    Of  hue^ 
fome  wheat  has  been  raifed,  but  very  few  turnips.    Probably^ 
however,  the  farmers,  in  a  few  more  years,  will  fee  it  their 
intereft  to  clean  their  grounds  with  a  turnip  iallow,  where 
land  is  fuitable  for  producing  that  valuable  root ;  for  it  feems 
to  be  allowed,  that  the  two  great  points  of  hufbandry  arc^ 
to  keep  ground  clear  of  root-weeds^  (which  cannot  be  done 
fo  profitably  as  by  a  turnip  fallow  well  drefied  \)  and  to  keep 
It  always  in  good  hear^,  (which  is  to  be  done  by  the  plenty 
of  dung,  arifing  from  the  ufi:  of  turnips  t).    The  average 
rent,  per  acre,  of  the  cultivated  ground,  is  probably  about 
lo  s.     There  are  a  few  acres,  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of 
the  village^  let  at  ^  L  ^  s.  and  upwards ;  and  two  pretty 

large 

*  When  grafs  firft  began  to  be  introduced  as  a  crop,  the 
old  tenants  were  much  offended ;  and  their  common  langaage 
was,  «  That  it  was  zflunae  to  fee  bfaj^j  meat  growing  where 
*  mn^s  meat  ihould  grow.' 

f  At  an  average  of  7  years»  preceeding  179a,  oat  meal  and 
barley  gave  i4s«  6  d.  per  boll,  Linlithgow  meafure.    A  good 
ploughman  has  8 1.  and  his  maintenance  ;  a  lervant  maid  from  ^ 
50  s.  to  3  1. ;  a  day-labourer  is.;  and,  in  public  v»orks,  from 
I  s.  to  1  s.  6  d«  per  day* 

X  This  parifb  owes  much  of  its  improvements  to  Ma  Gkahah 
of  fiALGOWANt  who  firft  fet  the  example  of  inclofing  his  farms, 
and  gave  encouragement  to  judicioust  tenants,  by  granting  them 
eafy  leafes,  and  providing  them  with  comfortable  houfes. 
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Ijtfge  hrvM  at  I  L  5  s.  per  acre,  Thft  was  reckoned  hfgb^ 
3  years  ago,  when  the  leafed  were  gramcd  i  bot|  in  all  prcK 
tjabiLitjj  will  prove  a  profitable  concern. 

Suite  of  Property. — Two  thirds  of  the  parifh  belongs  to 
Lord   MfiTHVBM   and   Mk   GaiuiM   of  Balgowak* 
The  other  third  comprehends  the  eftates  of  Tippermalloch 
and  Bachilcon,  (belonging  to  Mr  Duncan  and  Mr  Oliphant,)' 
with  the  fmall  property  of  Wefter  Campfey,  and  feveral  lit- 
tle  feus  which  hold  of  Lord  Methven..— The  valued  rent  is 
6400  I.  Scotch.     The  real  rent  amounts  to  fomfthlng  more 
than  3000  L  Sterling,  per  annum.     Almofi  the  whole  of  the 
pariih  was  anciently  comprehended  in  the  Barony  or  Lord- 
ihip  of  Methven.    While  that  eftate  remained  in  the  Crown^ 
various  portions  of  it  were  granted  in  feu  to  different  per- 
fons  ;  and  the  feu  duties  of  thefe  lands  are  now  paid  to  Lord 
Methven,  as  proprietor  of  the  Lordfhipi  although  the  lands 
are  held  of  the  Crown. 

EccUjtaJHcal  State.-^'Vht  ^x^etki^  by  decreet,  dated  itfjo, 

is  I  a  chalders  of  viAual,  two  thirds  meal,  and  one  third 

bear ;  with  3  U  6s.  8  d.  for  communion  elements  :    Alfo,  by 

decreet  obtained   before  the  Sheriff  of  Perth,    in    1766^ 

5 1.  2  s.  4  d.  Sterling  of  vicarage  %  carriages  for  54  loads  of 

turfri  and  a   lao  loads  of  peats,    with  other  fervices  for  ' 

plowing  the  glebe,  and  carrying  the  dung.     The  glebe  con- 

fifts  of  fomewhat  more  than  14  acres  of  good  ground.    The 

prelent  church  is  a  plain,  neat,  commodious  edifice,  and  was 

built  in   1 78 1,  in  a  ftile  fuperior  to  moft  country  churches. 

Loan  Methven  is  patron.    The  predeceflbr  of  the  pre* 

fent  incumbent,  was  Dr  James  Oswald^  well  known  in  the 

literary  world,  who  rcfigned  thii  benefice  in  1783,  and  died  . 

•     it 
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in  Atfguft  179)  *•    A  great  proportion  of  tke  people 

«f  the  fcA  of  Amiborgher  Sccedersi  who  have  had  a  place 

«f  worfliip  here  about  40  years. 

JW.*-Poor's  rates  have  been  eftabli(hed  here  fince  1 775^* 
The  heritors  pay  one  half»  according  to  their  valued  rene^ 
bi  this  pariih ;  and  the  houfeholders,  (who  aflcfs  one  anc^- 
dieri)  pay  the  other  half,  according  to  their  circumftances  ; 

To 

*  The  DoAor's  immediate  predeceAbr,  was  Mr  William 
MoMCRibFF»  fettled  in  1694.  The  minifters  between  the  Re- 
Aoration  and  the  Reyolution,  were  Mr  Ram  sat  and  Mr  Om£  y  ; 
juid,  when  Prefbyterianifm  was  re-eftabli(hed  in  Scotland*  in 
1638,  Mr  RoBsar  Murkay,  of  the  family  of  Wbodend,  a  fmall 
«ftate  in  this  neighbourhood,  was  'then  minider^  whofe  {bn»  Mr 
JoHR  Murray,  faccecded  him :  They  were  both  eminent  in 
their  times,  ^hn  Duke  of  Argyll's  great- grand-father's 
&ther,  in  the  maternal  line,  was  brother  to  the  above  Mr  Ro» 
bert  Murray:  His  name  was  William  Murray;  he  was 
'  sunifter  of  Dyfart ;  and  there  was  another  brothers  Thomas^ 
who  was  Preceptor  to  King  Charlbs  I.  By  the  intercft  of 
Ac  preceptor*  his  nephew,  William,  fon  to  the  minifter  of  Dy- 
fiit,  was  educated  with  the  young  Prince,  who  contraded  £b 
wrcat  an  affedion  for  his  play  fellow,  that  he  afterwards  created 
him  Earl  of  Dyiart.  He  married  Elicabech  Bruce,  of  the  fa- 
miij  of  Clackmannan,  by  whom  he  had  two  daughters.  Eli* 
lKAatTH»  Countefs  of  Dysart,  and  Margarbt,  married  to 
Xioao  Maynari>,  in  England,  The  Countefs  married  Sir. 
I«iohil  Tolls nachb  of  Helingham,  in  the  county  of  Sof* 
folk,  by  whom  (he  had  Lionbl,  Earl  of  Dysart,  and  another 
fim;  alfo  two  daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Catharine.  Elizabeth 
snarried  ArchisalD)  firA  Duke  of  Argyll,  by  whom  (he  had 
JoRV,  the  great  Duke,  the  Earl  of  Ijlay,  and  Anmb,  married 
€0  Jambs  ad  Earl  of  Butb,  and  mother  to  John,  the  late  Earl. 
Catharine,  the  other  daughter,  was  marrieil,  ift,  to  jAHas 
X«ORD  Down,  fon  and  heir  of  Albxanoer  Earl  of  Murray, 
and  next  to  John  Earl  of  Sutherland.  The  Countefs,  after 
Sir  Lionbl's  death,  married  the  great  Duke  of  Laudbrdalb. 
Thus  the  little  family  of  Woodens,  foon  connedUd  itfelf  with 
Aune  of  the  bed  families  in  both  kingdoms. 


Xo  which  is  added,  the  annual  intereft  of  2trf  L  bequeathed^ 
at  diflFecent  timet^  to  the  poor  of  the  parith.    There  are  9 
diftriAsi  wbofe  boafeholders  collect  the  proportions  by  rota* 
tion,  and  give  tl|em  to.  the  fchoolmafter,  (the  treafurer  and 
.  clerk  of  the  fimd^)  who  makes  a  weeklj  diftributionf  coin^ 
monly  aft^r  divine  lervice.    In  17751  ^^^  number  of  poor^ 
on  the  ftated  lift,  wa»  36,  who  received  weeklj  1 1.  10  s.    la 
1 793,  the  number  is  2 1,  and  the  weekly  expenditure  il.  3s.  ad. 
The  heritors  and  houfeholders  meet  twice  a  year,  and  fix 
the  afieflment  for  the  enfiiing  half  year.    The  feffion  have 
alio  pawer  from  the  heritors  to  expend^  on  occafiooal  poor, 
the  whole  of  the  weekly  coUedions,  &c.  which  amount  to 
about  18 L  per  annum:    And  the  late  Dr  Oswald  be- 
queathed ](oo  L  the  intereft  of  which  is  to  be  annually  givea 
to  fuch  houfeholders,  as  the  le^on  know  to  need  a  tempo* 
.  rary  relief,  but  who  do  not  receive  r^ular  fupplies  from  the 
aifefled  funds  of  the  parifh.    This  furely  is  a  well  judged 
.  charity*. 

Pcpubthn. — ^The  population  of  this  pariih  has  been  stooft 
.  ftationary  within  thefe  forty  years,  as  appears  from  the  fbl- 
bwing  table : 

Population  Table  of  the  Parijb  of  Metbven. 

Population  in  1755  .  .  «         y^pa 

■  ■■■,  anno  175^         -  -  -         1786 

Decreafe        -----        4 
Average  of  births  *,  r  for  6  years  ■%  47 

•  of  deaths,  ^    preceding    ^  29 

■  of  marriageSf  v.       1 793.      )  17 

Average 
•  The  above  average  of  birtlis,  is  not  warranted  as  accuratej^ 


Av«»igtH'i«l*i  ito>-  >  fl  »  fSiOau-from^filo  15  I.  ««^^  % 
^'-'"i^^ hbtiife ifi Ai'  ^  -'^* i*i(8iftp»* •!»*» -rf*^ ■*  ^•f^ 

n^  )  ditto  inha-  Stocking  wetrers  4 

Wtcd  V  »«nber8     ^^*'    tfSotma^  •^^«»»  ^^   xj 
of  the  Kftabliflic*  ^'  ^*^'  •niliot^'"^>««  ^^'^     9 

j^tobfSci*  Millers^  about  -  12 


ccders  «  55    Perfi^nsempIoTedinthe 

iM^^W&^»f^^     :•     J^c#ci»irtpaltliquo|  , 

Propfictora..     .^         -,^      S  t  W«SHIf»        f    •»   -         I5f 

ManufaBureSfM^l^f  ^^« — ^The  pctSQl^  ajai^ifafhire,  car- 
ried, on  htrcj^ M  that  of  broad  and  narrow  ^W^  UneDs^  4»road 
and  niMWow  hirna,  and  a  few  w|iite  btftai.  Uiiom«  fiy  the 
books  «f  the  ftain{Kaiafter  here^  it  appears^  that  the  number 
of  yards  brought  to  his  office,  in  1787,  was  444^96;  from 
which  time,  the  quantity  Qontinued  to  increafe  fo  fiift,  that 

laft 

as  the  children  of  the  Antiburghers  are  baptifed  by  their  own 
xnintfter;  and  w  cpcreA  accoiM^t  af  ihw  nainber  can  be  ob- 
lained. 


fhhtivith  «ry 


Ua  Tear.  (1792,)  i4M48y»l«^"BwAM>P^'^*>t^^>^<ldi» 
at  an  wmm^  of  9  d.  per  fHrd.  ii  5,266 1.  16  s.  Of  Aefei 
ai  twelfthi  were  wofe  in  the  pariflk*  Boh  at  praicnt»  <Ati. 
^ft  1793O  die  temporaiy  fcn-irifin  of  munh&t^t^  has 
doprtoada  giMl  number  af  die  kaadfe  ^  their  irfail  eoi. 
lAofsieDC.     Thett  is  Uhewift  a  coafiderikte  ^oaiftkf  af 

1 fthalJ  doth  wioaght  l»e.-^Tliere  are  5  com  auUs, 

in  the  ptriA,  one  Ibt  mil,  one  barkf  fldU*  one  waalk  milli 
aod  foar  threibing  oiiOi.    There  are  lihemlc  tano  ptper 
vriUs,  belMfiiV  ta  IMn  MorifoQ  aod  Uodfty,  Pe^ 
inaMbaare,  wmkij^  paper  of  diffisftol  kioda»  vis. 

Of  Japeiaiie  poft,  fooUaap,  At.  60  Reams. 

Of  toe  mA  common  priaciiigpepen         po  ditto. 
Of  canfidge»  Mve,  and  wrafipiog  papers    50  ditto. 
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MarkeU^  (^r— Two  butchers  carry  on  their  bufioefs  in 
the  Tillage^  who  aanoaily  kiU  about  aooo  (beep,  between 
300  and  400  ealfaii  about  f|o  fat  cattle,  aod  about  6^ 
Iwiae.  Their  ftadg  has  aMb  incraafed  rapidlf.  Aoot  13 
years  afh  th*  batcher  anrhet  here  coohmeneed  about  the 
latter  end  of  Auguft^  and  dofed  aboot  the  middie  of  Janua- 
ry; daring  which  thne  there  were  fold,  at  an  average,  per 
week«  40  carcaTes  af  Amp  and  goats }  in  aU  about  850.  But, 
of  late,  the  public  tafte  has  fo  much  improved,  that  there  is 
no  more  demand  fcr  goats  flcOi.  It  is  only  13  years  fince 
beef  was  firft  expofcd  to  Tale  in  the  village.  It  was  a  fat  oz, 
value  7 1. 5  and  the  young  man,  who  embarked  in  the  con. 
cern,'wa8  thought  very  injudicious.  The  fame  man  now 
frequently  fells  more  than  one  in  a  weelc,  during  the  plenti- 
ful fcafon ;  and,  for  fomc  of  thcfe,  he  has  paid  17I.  and  18I. 

Vol.  X.  4 1  ^^^^ 
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There  little  circafnftances,9rc  mei)tl<^i^  to  tti<^^  hqm  miich 
the  manner  of  living  is  iropvpy^'  |ic^  in  fitiboft  ^  time. 
About  4  fifths  of  the  fneat,expo(edtofale  in  theTiibge^areloId 
in  the  ncighbourhoody  and  what  remains  on  hand  is  carried  to 
Perth  :    And  it  may  bcsiddted,  that)  in  ^mUtf  «iid  vjtticcj, 
it  IS,  for  the  mod  part^  equ^I  to  w^at,  is  to  be  1^4  l^^tM^ 
Perth  market.    Tb^  ;trade.  of  killiog  cattle.  fi>r  the   Perth 
market  was  long  cariied  oni-  io  a  confident  extent,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  this  village  and  neighbour%p94i  a^(^,the  Mctfir 
▼en  butchers  wcce»  abou(  s^  fr-^a  yearis^gv,  amcki  rie|ie0» 
and  in  better  credit,  thaa^hdfe  of  Perth.    '^'\  y,  ^     V\  *  \ 

V    ' \'\    to  q.»i;:iiO.* 

i^4ii4f«**-'A(ija  great  pars  ^:  tkfi::ptiiifli  confifti  ,t»£fifiron(f 
clay,  our  roads  in  winter  have  b^en^wndtchecnjir  bad,  thi^  fta- 
tute  labour  -not  being  adequate  to  uphold  ti>9f%  ij^.i^^fCDt  re- 
pair.    Bui  lateiy,  an  adl  of  ParlianuM  Ikftftfeai'  obtadned 
fora  tothpil^e'^^d  bet  wceti  Perth' 'awd'Criqfl^tflclfncr  of 
w^i^paiJjb}  t]u-pu^  i^  gri^t  P^^t  o£  ithis^piridii.  Msdii^cpiin 
du<f>ed  through  aa  uneven  country,  wHb^aHkMf  "Wfik^  d«^ 
mu^h'hoflotir  to  the  abintics  of  Mr  AbcV<^b(j^l^^^*yif^ 
neer/\^o  direded  it.   .It  wiU.^  fipiihoi  bih^csteiraC 
this  feafoQ,  (autumn  1793O  and  will  contribtk^  mu<fii  to  the 
improvement   and  accommo^dation  of  ^bif^  cpi^^/j  l^he^ 
crofs  roads  areri^fo  afluming  a  much  oettsi^>appoaraacdpiiDW' 
thfft  the  ftattKc  laboor  is  applied  entirely  tat'Kfe]n5*  *^^^^ 

.     ,'^r:i..i.  ..    -.  •    '    .       ..'./;;.       ^   ;  .tj/    »vK  uuk        I 

Anti§mtiii^'-**'Xhc  firft  mentionfonndof jtfBt*«T^ii»]inihi&' 

tory^is  about  the  year  970,  when  CoLElitJ^,  re^u?^^Se  79th' 

King  of  Scotland,  is  faid  to  have  been  killed  in  ics.umghboor- 

hood)  by  Roii  ar  0,Thittie  of  Methven,  wfaofe  daughter  lie  had 

deflowered.    Before  1323, the  labdi  6jr  Mefl^v^  ^'Spg®^  ^^ 

the  ]y(qw^&Ay3^»  whofe  9Jpceftor^ 'RoG£a  Movjbrat, 

-•        '        '  ^  ••   a 

f  A  branch  of  (his  family  afterwards  ellabliihcd  itftlf  in 

Scotland, 


%  Nbnnan,  citsA  tdf'Efegland'itftK'WiLLiAM'tHc  CJonqueror. 
— T&c  fiflP^filigioUi  tftaMJAfnetit'licrc  was  a  Provdftij, 

Sf 9()^^^[,i^p4.t'^f^™^  vef7iflovf¥iflitng«  (.'  To*  Sir  Rogcr  Mow« 
BRAY  belonged  the  baronies  cf  Kelly,  Eckford^  D.tlmenyt  ^n4 
M-fctht/en,  lyin'glnlhe  fliircVof  rorfar,  Roxburgh,  Lvnlithgow, 
atui. Berths  .Jluc,  for  ad4i^r«n^^o  thc-lBaHol  and  £il^ii(h  thte-' 
refts  his  lan4s  were  coDtifcajtod  >by  Ro^EtT.  1.  .who  beftowed 
Fckfort^,  Kelly,  anJ  Methven,  on  his  fon  in  law,  Walter^  the 
8(lr  hereditary  LorA  High  Sieward^  of  Scotland,  whofe  fun,  Ro* 
l)«M,owaslaiic»wa(d«(^liUng,  and  the  ad  of  t^  name,  \ti  ri^ 
of  bis  mother  Marjory  Brucb^  d^^gbfifl;  <)f  .Ho.bbiit  I.     The 
Lordfhip  of  Methveo  was  granted  by  him  to  Walter  Stew- 
art, Earl  o^  Atholb,  his  ad  fon,  by  £nphame  Rofs,  his  id 
wifex^iaitd,  <^tBrvhis;iorreitmift,  rettiained  in  the  Grown  a  conii- 
derable  time^    li  became  part  of  the  dowery  lands  ufually  ap* 
propriated  tor  the  maintenance  of  the  Queen  Dowager  of  Scot- 
land, tog^hfct'^itlr'the  Lordfhip  and  XaRle  of  Stirling,  and 
the  lands  of  Balqahidder,  &c.  all  of  which  were  fettled  on 
MARGARCTf  Queen  Dowager  of  James  IV.  who,  rn  the  year 
1524,    having  divorced  her  ad  hufband,    Archibald   Earl  of 
Angus,  married-  Henry  Stewart^  ad  fon  of  Andrew  Lord  Evan- 
dalcy  afterfVAtds  Ochiltree,,  a  def^endaot  of  Robert  Dulce  of 
Albany,  fon  of  King  Robert  II.     Margaret  was  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  Henry  VIL  of  England,  ih  whofe  rigl)t  James  VL 
of  &:otlax^d»  her  fkreat  grandfon,  fucceeded  to  thalf  Cromn,  on 
the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth.     She  procured  for  her  third 
hulband  a  peerage  from  her  fon  James  V.  under  the  title  of 
Lord  Mbthtsk,  anno  1538  ;  and,  on  this  occafion,  the  barony 
of  Metbven  Wfs  diffi>lved  from  the  Crown,  and  ereded  into  a 
liOrdHiip,  in  .favour  of  Henry  Stewart  and  his  heirs  male,  oa 
the  Queen's  refigning  her  jointure  of  the  Lordihip  of  Stirling. 
By  Lord  Methvcn  flic  had  a  daughter,  who  died  in  infancy,  be* 
tore  herfelf*     The  Queen  died  at  the  Caftle  of  Methven,  in 
1540;  and  was  buried  at  Pcrih,  befide  the  body  of  King  James 
1.    Lord  Methven  afterwards  married  Janet  Stewart,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Earl  of  Atholl,  by  whom  he  had  a  fpn,  Henry  II. 
Lord  Methven,  who  married  Jean,  daughter  of  Patrick  Lord 
RuTHVBK,  and  was  killed  at  Broughton,  by  a  cannon  bail  from 
the  Caille  ef  Edinburgh,  in  1572,  leaving  a  fon,  Henry  I  if. 
Lord  Methven,  who  died  without  ifTue.     This  3d  Lord  Meth« 
ven  is  mentioned  on  the  authority  of  Sfeivart*/  G^teahgUai  Ac- 
count of  the  liiufr  of  Steii^art,     In  the  year  1584,  the  Lordihip 
of  Methven    and  Balquhiddcr  was  conferred  on    Lodowicjc 

Duke 
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or  Collegiate  ChoiClH  lituwMji  niB»ri^jJ|Atf(Bri>iJt-<R 
Stewart  Earlof  AtliML»t«iMhtidaedWHi%|^flfto«te. 
ply  endowed  it  with  lands  imd  tyihf^^KiBr  thfty/iteiiioo  ^mf 
his  fouli  according  to  the  ftperftkioiiifctliififtlMi<A  ^liiw^e 
was  a  principal  aflor  f  in  the  horrid  murder  of  King  *JjuMis 
|.  his  own  nephew.— An  aiiki  which  wit  cooneOed  with 
tUs  bft  churchy  tppaaiVj  *om  a  ftone  bUt  istdla-iwHIly  to 
hate  beeh  treOed  bf  fbini  of  thie  Royal  Blmiijiii^    9m  this 
fiooe  b  fcoiptored  the  ItoyaMabtf Tf  JdMaand^-iJith  .the 
Crown  above ;  and  there  are  fefne  de&ced  Bfegible  Saxon 
chara£lers  below.    This  aifle  may  have  been  bn^  by  Marga- 
xtx  the  Qoeen  ]!)owager,  whenlh^  fjfW^atthe  Caftle  of 
Methvem    It  is  now  the^bucpiag  ^^,((^,imp  bssSXj  of 
Methven.  '      '  •  ri-id^  .,     ,. 

Duke  of  LiNMOZy  in  wbofc  iHudrious  famUy  i(  coattni)!^  dJl 
it  was  purchafed,  in  1664,  by  PATtJcic  Smith  of^^jico^  ^ctE 
mndfother  of  the  prtfant  Lojld  Msthveii^  from  Cb^rfc^  the 
Sift  Dttlce  \  who  dying  withmit  iJfuc;^  .anno  ^4;i,  ^U  hoikmn^ 
(of  which  Lord  Methven  was  oiie,}  wicE.hii  cQate  mA  heVedi* 
'taryoffices»  fpUto  CHiA^ct  U.  as  his  Qcar«(l  nia|e  htit  ^  the 
King's  great  grandfather^^  father,  and  tj^t  i>uke^ft  ^^pi,  bro^ 
thcrs. 

^  The  rent  of  the  provoftry  of  Methven,  Sow  after  the  Re- 
formation,  {z%  eztraaed  by  Keith  (rom  t||f^ff^dgr*s  books,) 
was  in  Saotch  money, '&c.  iiyl.  6s.  84i^9vflraR?%^neaJ, 
and  lO-'chaldersof  meal.    By  other  ^cig^QtQtStoffggS  ^^^^W^  ap- 


pears to  have  been  10  ehaiden  more.    It  6fP^  tp;  hfj|cJiecn, 

'      '^  Collegiate  Chu^h^m  Scotland,  ^^j  eke 

ere^ion,  there  were,  befides  the  provo^  5  chaplams  of  tbe 


by  teach,  the  richeft 


choir  of  MethveA.  ^ .     ^ .  ^  ^  . 


t  CaAWf  ua»*s  Peerage.  ^^^,  *^ 


:(  Soon  after  his  Corcmatioiiy  ani|o  13069  jpng 
Bauci  was  defeated  by  the  Englifli  ^foops,  un4^  the 
PembToke»  near  the  Cattle  of  Methven,  and  f€^%d  hii 
fcrted  by  moft  of  his  army :  After  which,  he  liifiered  i 


^»V  abMtMlfilftlaiae  mslk^,^pt^^lm§^  of  Led* 

-•liofcl*. niello  i^b-  cfi  hiiio       r^i     i  f-r/iK  |uqh   ar,      .^r 

trioiit,  cUi^jKahto  to^dfcc  pQoli>  Mfl^lc^BtJ^ff^^iM  ^l^f 
i  *te  difirdhai.  ThQrltre  regqtofo)*  rt^-^ji^cf,  CM»,jhc 

I  .-^stfiM  ^  Jifud  n:>!>fi  dv£/i  y«'t^  -i'i^t  c  ►;•;      v  r.'j  *   ^ 

*oeft  4l44)H>^Wl  4iftrtflfs.    The  account  of  the  battle  is  thas 
'        '^wWf^^  Ba»tr.  iikvftig  AicF  no  rfmc 

I  ^  <  Id "Wlci^e  1ib^:MIJ«i^.ta|l  femiM  si^cam^  at  McilMii|:>l^r 

<  Perth,  which  was  the  head  qaarter  of  the  £nglifh.  Choral ; 
^         .  r «  and  there  lay,  upon  the  defenfiTCt  wdl  knowing  the  diudvan- 

<  tage  he  was  niider  from  his  men  not  being  difciplined.    He 
I              *  had  ^rtxdj  aicempted  to  fuprife  Fenk ;  bat  failmg  in  his  de. 

"•  f^gn,  ht  bad  retif^d  to  MtthVcn,  from  whcMt^lJe  ftnpa/dhal- 

V*  Ungc  to  ihe  Eatf  to  fight  hitn.     Atcmikk^X^4^l%%{mWt  Und 

t  *  th€>Aft  hiitonaris,  ihe  challenge  wa*  aedet>t)<d  F^^'^o^he 

'         .*L-"^8'^^  t>^f ore  the  day  appomtcd,  which  wiu  thif  latk  dE  'July, 

I  *  white  the  Scots  thought  themfcives  feciire»  and  l^re^unpro- 

acked,  and  rociled  by  thefrnenc'^ 


^  ''  vided  Cor  Wlfe^    ihty  were  am 
"^^^<  miesj  in  tbc  patlt  of  Methven-' 


Owihri/s  H^fi.  tfScotUtid^  VoL  II.  page  177. 

i,iioo4  »)<hf  ^^biiUttt)h''tMaitIon  is,  tkat  Bc^  Boil  was.'dangkter 

^2F  the  £S^i>PKinTai<r,^d  Mary  i^rcy  of  the  Labd.of  Xed- 

^  nddb^'^^Beibg^^fiear  nei^Dboiiri;  a  great  intimaogrlfiiMittA  be. 

"^^  tW^^M?  f^i^  ^hA\€i\  -Wlum  tfiey  wen  MgHtbet^at  I^ed- 

''  B<%k,  mf  jplajgti^  bfoMe*oot,  ^mo  i645rtoafiiki  wiIMi,  they 

^^  reiiredtd^'itoi^iJtR^9^  calledAoaa  BuA^^dn  the  eftate  of 

Lednockf  where  ther  lived  for  fone  tinR|:(bnt,  tftcrwards, 

caught  the  infedion  from  a  young  gentleman^  an  admirer  of 

bothy  who  came  to  Tifit  them  in  theiv^fitvde  1. 1  And  here  they 

died  I  and  ^"^ere  bnried  at  fome  diftance  from  their  bower,  near 

a  bea«^  h^  bf  <lfi«^lfflOtifd.      ^^    :<t        t^ 

^J6r  Biaar^  tl^Hlte  profi^ietor  vS Lednotk,  inclofed^  with 
p!ot3  care,  the  fpot^  of<  groatd,  and  confecrated  it  to  die  me- 
tkotj  bf  theK  fami^^^iilflrd  amrable  friends. 
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ordinances  of  rdi^on,  without  the  oftentition  of  thofe^  "mho 
*  ilkmk  God  that  they  artnatiai,  (Okn^^mn!  And  it  is  mcadi 
to  the  honour  of  both  the  religious  parties  in  this  parifh, 
that,  in  all  the  intercourfes  of  commoa  lifc^tbepr forget  that 
they  worlhip  under  (eparate  roo&.  The  incumbent  icarcel j 
knows  an  inftance  of  the  rancour  of  bigotrji  or  the  petu- 
iuice  of  overweening  conceit^  among  the  members  of  the 
two  congregations. 


iff  Bpf^  ^%i 

xh:.  n  3     '.    •         N'UM'^te  fi  it.'"    XL. 

* 

--^T^ARlSHof  SPVNIE,  or  NEW  SPYNIE. 

By  the  Rruerend  Mr  Abraham  Gordon*  Minjfier. 


Name,  Lake,  Fj/b,  fsfe. 

THE  LpcH  of  Spynib,  which  has  given  this  parifli  its 
name,  is  the  firft  objeft  in  a  ftatiftical  account  which 
claims  attention.  This  lake  is  more  than  3  miles  in  lengthy 
and  about  1  in  breadth.  It  bounds  the  parifli  along  its  N. 
fide*  and  appears  to  have  been  a  Frith  of  the  Sea,  though  it 
is  now  fliut  up  by  a  long  extent  of  valuable  land  at  each  end, 
both  on  the  £.  and  W.  Accordingly  part  of  the  country, 
between  the  lake  and  the  fea,  fiiil  retains  the  name  of  Ross 
IsLB  I  and  there  is  a  place  near  its  weftern  end  called  Kin- 
TRAB,  (in  Gaelic,  Cean  Tratdhe^)  which  fignifies,  the  Head 
ef  the  Tide.  Befides  which,  beds  of  fliells,  principallv  oy{^ 
teris,  which  are  not  now  found  on  the  coaft^  are  frequently 
difcovcred  on  the  banks  of  the  lake,  feveral  feet  below  the 
furface  of  the  earth  *.    This  lake  abounds  with  fwans  i 

and 

*  It  appears,  from  the  Cbartulary  ef  Mway^  that,  in  the  13  th 
century,  fmall  boats  were  fent  from  the  village  of  Spynie  to 
fiih  in  the  fea  s  in  teftimony  ot  which,  a  heap  of  (hells,  colleded 
by  the  fifhers,  was  lately  difeovered,  under  a  thin  covering  of 
earth,  on  the  ground  where  the  village  ftood*    It  alfo  appears, 

fron 
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and  FoiDON,   b  his  Hiftorj,  remarks  it  at  a  cnriofitf. 
There  are  alfo  perch  and  trwt  to^  ihis  lake. 

Pa/W#— The  Bishop's  PaIacb  is  tbt  tmX  objea  to 
which  the  attention  is  mod  naturallf  calkd.  b  is  fitimtcd 
in  the  eaftem  extremity  of  the  pari(h,  on  the  hank  of  tke 

lake; 

from  the  chartolarjt  that,  in  145 it  the  bi&op  got  this  Tillage 
eredled  into  a  burgh  of  barony,  and  the  next  year  into  a  bur^gh 
of  regality ;  but  there  is  now  no  other  Teflige  of  it  than  a  war* 
ket  crofs.     But  although  it  is  avidcntv  tbat»  al  a  period  coaspa- 
rativcly  not  remote,  the  fea  flowed  into  the  fpace  which  sks 
lake  now  occupies*  and  covered,  befides^  a  large  extent  of  l^d 
at  each  end  of  it ;  yet  it  is  alfo  obvioas»  that*  at  a  ftill  oiore  ra- 
cent  period,  the  bounds  of  this  lake  were  more  limited  ihaoai 
prefent.     For.  a  few  years  ago,  when  the  canaii  whieb  had  Itag 
been  negle^^ed,  was  cleaned  out  and  cnlargedt  a  etaAv^p^  was 
difcover^,  ftrctching  from  this  parifli  quiu  aetoA  tha  lafc%  hi 
which  there  were  feveral  paflaees  for  the  water,  each  aboot  | 
feet  wide,  and  covered  by  a  thick  flag.fhme }  and^  upon  iu  ay. 
pearance,  a  tradition  was  recolleded,  that  this  eaufeway  wta  m^ 
led  the  BiJhopU  Steps f  and  had  been  fonned  by  his  inAsaacCt 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  minifters  of  St.  Andrew's,  who 
officiated  alfo  in  the  church  of  OgweJhn%  (fince  united  to  Drmiof^) 
both  having  been  menfal  churcl^s  before  the  eftaMiflittcaC  of 
Prefbytery.     Bifhop  Falconer  told  the  aythor  tht&i  and  that 
the  Bifhop's  prieft,  who  officiated,  had  prayers  in  the  forenoon 
in  the  one,  and  in  the  afternoon  in  the  other,  and  thersafter 
his  dinner  in  the  Caftle  every  Sanday.    This  caafeway  was 
foon  converted,  by*  Mr  Brandir  of  PiTOSTaif r,  into  a  fobftan- 
tial  road,  by  which  a  more  dired  communication  was  opened 
between  Elgin  and  the  (hore.    And  as  he  it  now  further  iai. 

f proving  the  canal,  fo  as  to  gain  nearly  two  feet  of  addidonal 
all,  it  is  expedcd,  when  this  work  is  completed,  that  the  lake  will 
be  agaia  reduced  to  its  ancient  narrow  hmics.  It  may  be  farther 
obferved,  that  it  has  been  conjedured,  that  the  vaft  quantity  of 
land  wafhed  up  by  the  fea,  on  the  coaft  between  Nairn  and  Find- 
hord,  and  drifted  eaftward  by  the  wind  over  the  eftate  oF  Ca- 
bin, deftroyed  the  oyfters  on  the  coaft,  and  (hut  up  the  bks  on 
the  weft,  which,  preventing  any  current,  permitted  the  allotton 
of  the  river  Spcy  to  clofe  it  in  at  the  eaft,  as  the  appearance  of 
the  ground  feems  ftill  to  (hew. 


9f  S^jftue.  6as 

md  n^r  to  iff  where  the  water  is  deepeftj  a  finall  ar« 
Qand  emergec^j  HP<)n  clci^ring  out   the  canal,  of  aa 
i}f  about  60  by  16  paces,  appearing  to  be  compofed 
frofi  tliK^  quarry,  b^und  together  by  crooked  branches 
BD#  asSfl  the  earth,  with  which  it  was  completed, 
iniliqyj  wafhed  off  during  its  fubmerfion.     The 
If  was  a  magnificent  and  ipaclous  building,  round 
)urt,  having  the  gale  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  fortified 
'ifi  the  corners,  and  a  dry  ditch  on  the  weft  and 
^. gaining  lofty  halls,,  deep  vaults,  a  chapel,  ftableS| 
^  Ir*.     The  remaiiisof  paintings,  on  a  part  of 
•  4R  the 

.    *  5pyntc  raiacc  }ias  l^een  ib  often  defcribeJ  by  antiquarians, 
;|h»t  it  would  b^^f^efs  to  recapitulate  the  fubjefl  at  large.  It  may, 
^JHinref er^ibe  q^fefy^d,  f^at  although  there  is  do  certainty  when 
*Mkt  pMte'  was  i^il  founded,  yet  the  biihopric  was  credled  by 
Maz^coiMlAANfUf  RiiB,»anHO  1057  ;  and  we  are  authorifed  to  £dy, 
^hat  Gricmry  wjy^^ppointed  bilhop  here,  in  the  year  1 107,  by 
aheCartular7*ofj)r||^ferling,  when  King  William  confirmed  to 
*miijnona(lery  tbfiipeil  of  Urquhart,  m  this  neighbourhood,  and 
,  TiMifrrI  the  privileges  and  gifts  to  this  abbacy,  made  by  Mal- 
«xoLM,  ani^the  wbrtby  St.  Margaret  his  wife.     King  Jame« 
11.  anno  i4>fo>  by  his 'charter  in  the4>ublic  records,  refers  alfo  to 
thegiftsmadeby^hatKing'sfuccefforSyDuNCANiEoGAR, Ethel- 
red  his  broiher,  Alexamder,  and  Sybilla  his  Queen,  David, 
Malcolm,  Williai««  and  Robert  Bruce,  fucccffively.    Hence 
we  may  infer,  that  the  feme  Kiug  Malcolm  Canmore  cre<5led  this 
diocefe,  at  thi&fribriod,aBd  the  bdhops  occupied  the  church  as  a  ca- 
thedral ;  and  made  their  refidence  here,  as  well  as  at  fiirnie  and 
Kiag-edward,  where  they  lived  in  Caflles,  which  are  ftiil  remain- 
bg  in  ruins*    .Th^  church  continued  to  be  the  domicil  of  the 
bifliop  till  the  RevoUition  :  It  (iood  where  the  cathedral  was  eda- 
bliihtd,  till  the  year  1224;  when  King  Alerakder  IPs  man. 
date  authorifed  its  tranilation  to  Elgin.  1 1  is  dated  the  1  oth  year  of 
his  reign,  and  the   deed   is  granted,  y^ud  Mtijkylhr,  quinto  die 
Julii     The  cathedral  of  Elgin  <was  founded  by  r\«DREw  Mur- 
ray, fon  of  Willtafti   Muiray  of  Duffus.     The ''Murrays   of 
Duffiis  had  the  lands  of  Kintrae  and  Leggat,  in  this  parifii,  from 
King  David  I.  along  with  the  great  eftate  of  Uuffds  and  Og- 
fion.     Of  this  great,  family  are  dcfcended    the  Suthcrlands» 
tjie  Douglases,  and  the  Muf rays,  in  the  fouth* 

^  The 
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the  waHs,  were  ib  difttnft,  a  few  years  ago,  as  to  ihew,  rliat  a 
landfcape  with  trees,  and  feveral  reprefentatioos  of  fcriproral 

Jiiftory, 

Tbe  boundaries  of  eftatet  were  early  attended  to.  There  ivas  a 
dtftind  march,  dividing  Spynie  and  Findraflie  from  Kintrae  and 
Qoarrywoody  b^  agreeipent,  in  1226,  between  HuaH  dc  Mora- 
via, and  his  brother  the  bifliop,  and  eftablifliing  the  road  to 
Sherriffmiln,  Auchter- Spynie,  and  Elgin,  the  march  of  proper, 
ty,  declaring  tbe  ronirs  to  the  eall  neutral  ground.  The 
parifh  confided  of  chnrch  lands  and  King's  lands.  Thofe 
of  the  church  were  Spynie^  Myreftde^  Bifhopmirt^  MtarrajfUm^ 
Burronvbrigtf  y^ugStet'Spptie,  and  Auldrocbty.  Thofe  of  the 
Crown  were  Leggat^  Kintrae^  and  ^uarryvjooi^  and  Barony  of 
Weftfield. 

The  earlieft  feu  of  the  biihop  is  that  of  a  ftance  for  a  miln  up- 
on Auchter-Spynre,  (Sheiriffmiln,)  in  a  donation  of  tbe  laid 
Andkbw,  bifhop  of  Murray,  to  Walter  of  Duffus,  his  bro- 
ther, anno  1237.  As  on  this  (lance  alone,  a  miln  is  built,  a 
few  rigs  along  with  it,  though  6  miles  diftant  from  the  baro- 
ny, continued  the  miln  of  that  eftate  500  years,  and  lately  were 
purchafed,  from  Mr  Arthur  Du£F,  by  the  proprietor  of  Daffus^ 
whofe  grandfather  fold  them  to  Lord  Braco.  in  1740.  The  lands 
themfelyes  were  fcued  before  the  year  1309,  in  favour  of  r\DAM 
Ste  VBN,  bureefs  oF  Elgin  ;  and  the  faid  ftance  of  a  miln  is  there 
referred.  Ihey  were  in  the  perfon  of  Thomas  Urquhart  of 
Burdfyards,  in  1 390.  The  lands  of  Auldrochty  belonged  to  Ro- 
bert Sibbald,  in  1398.  Findraflie  was  fewed  by  the  bifhop  to 
John,  Dominut  de  Toiires%  and  Margaret  his  wife,  anno  1373* 

The  remaining  lands  of  the  church  continued  with  the  biObop 
till  the  eve  of  the  Reformation,  when  Bifhop  Hepburn  made 
great  havock.  What  of  them  were  faved  from  his  prodigal 
hands,  with  the  feu  duties  and  patronages,  were  granted  by 
James  VI.  in  favour  of  Alexanoer  Limdsat,  who  was  created 
Lord  Sptnib,  and  the  bifhopric  eredled  into  a  temporal  Lord- 
fhip  to  him  and  his  heirs  and  aflignees,  and  to  Jsan  Ltoh, 
Countefs  of  Anous,  his  wife. 

This  Alexander  Lindfay,  a  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Craw- 
ruRD,  was  a  great  favourite  of  this  Prince,  who  wrote  him  from 
Denmark,  advifing  him  to  the  marriage  of  Jean  LyoHi  in 
thefe  words  :  ^  Dear  Sandy,  marry  her — yoor  yonng  tM  will 
*  blaft  her  old  hornJ — About  the  year  1605,  Lord  Sfynib  dif« 
poned  the  bifhopric  to  the  Dunbars  of  Weftfieldy  who  after* 
wards  fold  it  to  the  family  of  Grange. 

Burrow. 
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iiiftoT7j  bad  been  the  defign  *•    Adjoining  to  it  alfo  were 
gardens^  though  of  no  great  extent,  now  diftinguifliable  only 

by 

BuRRowBRiGs  and  Myresidb  were  feued  out  by  Alexander 
X>ouglas  bifhop  of  Murray^  in  1609,  to  his  fon,  Alexander,  and 
Mary  Inncs  his  wife»  who  was  proprietor  alfb  of  Spynie  and 
Murray ilon,  and  died  provoft  of  Banff,  about  1669. 

In  this  parifh  lived  the  Dunbars  of  Wefttield,  a  family  which 
Hourifhed  400  years  in  Murray,  and  the  diflFerent  branches  of 
"which  pofJclFed  a  great  part  of  the  country.  A  century  ago, 
there  were  26  heritors  in  the  (hire,  of  whom  only  two  now  re- 
main. Of  the  family  of  Weitfield,  and  not  of  Mochrum,  or 
Aimachy  (as  feveral  authors  narrate,)  was  Gavin  biihop  of 
Aberdeen,  fon  of  Alexander  Dunbae  of  Weftfield,  and  Eli- 
zabeth SuiherJand,  daughter  of  William  Sutherland  of  Du£Fus» 
and  laird  of  Quarrywood  and  Leggaty  in  this  pariih.  This 
Alexander  (hould  have  been  Earl  of  Murray  in  144'^,  being  the 
only  fon  of  J^mcs,  Earl  of  Murray,  and  laird  of  Frendraught. 
The  faid  Bifl^op  was  Lord  Regif^er  in  1 503  ;  Biihop  of  Aber. 
deen  in  1518,  and  built  the  bridge  of  Dee,  which  Bifhop  £U 
phinflon  began,  and  mortitied  the  lands  of  Ardlair  in  Garioch, 
in  1529,  to  its  fupport,  under  the  management  of  the  Provoll, 
/^Mcnzies,)  and  Council  of  Aberdeen.  He  endued  an  hofpital 
tor  1 2  poor  men  at  Old  Aberdeen,  and  mortified  50  merks 
Sterling  to  two  chaplains,  payable  out  of  the  lands  of  Quarry- 
wood  and  Leggati  in  which  he  was  infefced  ;  and  the  deed  was 
confirmed  by  King  James  V.  proceeding  on  the  fdid  William 
Sutherland's  contradl  to  the  Biihop,  d«ired  y!pud  ^arrynvooJy  die 
quinto  menjis  Augufll^  >529t  in  which  this  remarkable  condition 
is  inferted  :     *  Provifo  hifuper^  quod  Jl  ccntingat  monstarn  regni 

*  Scotiacy  feu  cju/v'is  alter itu  regni^  in  Scotia  cut/um  kabffntcm^  ad  at* 

*  iius  praetium  levari  quam  ut  nunc  in  fointiofie  capiunt^  unde  reve^ 

*  rendu  J  ipfe  pater  ^  aut  heredes^  feu  affignati^  jeu  qutcur.quc  pauper  ior it 

*  ard  deter  tor  is  condtionis  officientesy   in   eo  caju  cbligo  et  ajlringo 

*  praedi^as  terras  meaSy  de  ^arrynuond^  et  Leggaty  pojfeffignihut 
^  quibufcunque  dilis  a'inui  redjifus,  ad  folvendum  pro  qualibet 
<  Marca  et  itiginti  duabus  denanis,  unum  unciam  puri  argenti 

*  qaod  creat  ad  minus  Alewynb  Penny  Fynb,  vel  ejus  veruf/t 

*  valorem,  in  ufuale   Monet  a  Re^ni  Scotiae^  pro  qutbus  kcebit  ipjis 

*  pojej/oribus  didi  annus  redditus^  ipfas  terras^  pro  fe  aut  Juos  officia* 

*  reos^  out  f adores ^  dijiringere  et  namare.* — Inilcdd  theftfore  of 
2I.  15&.  6,?,d.  Sterling,  the  reddendo  ought  to  be  about  9I.  I2S. 
Sterling. 

*  It  is  hardly  poffiblc  to  furvey  thefe  ruins  of  ecclefiaftical  ^ 

magnificence. 
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hf  the  ruined  walk,  in  which  was  the  heft  finfk,  &M  to  be 
reared  from  plants  of  foreign  countries.  The  *  whole  pro- 
cin£lS|  which  do  not  exceed  i  o  acreS|  are  now  the  propcrtj 
of  the  Crown,  and  are  let  by  the  Coart  of  Exchcqtxer  to^  the 
Earl  of  Fife^  the  adjoining  heritor,  at  the  rent  of  fzU  Ster- 
ling, 1 

Situation^  Exfenf^  Zutfacty  Wotd^  MirUrcJs^  ^c. — A  great 
part  of  this  pariib  lies  pleafantly  firuftted  «l<ing  the  banks  of 
the  LoiSe,  within  view  ofEJgin,  IndiiKlIng  AucBter^Spjnk^ 
called  alfo  Upper  Haugh^  Murray  ft  on,  called^  in  1378,  Mid- 
dlt  Haugh^  ^thea  feued  by  the  .fitfhop  to  John  IKtUas^  ios 

of 

magnificence,  withoiit  refir(5ling  upon  the  afipoft  ODlimited  in- 
fluence wiiich  the  clergy^  for  a  long  period,  poflefled  over  the 
minds  of  men.  In  this  enlivrhccned  ^ge,*  we  Cajn  harcftf  Cbiok, 
without  indi^.ation^  of  that  rpiritual  bondage  m  vfhich  our  an- 
cefturs  were  held  ;  b«U,  pcihups,  a  philofopher.  in  viewing  the 
ftate  of  foclety  in  this  country,  during  the  times  of  Epifcopacy, 
when  the  police  was  extremely  imperie«5t,  and  the  gov  ere  meat 
too  weak  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws^- w(»uld  confider  the 
creat  afceiidency  of  licclefiafUcs  to  have  been  a  happy  circam* 
fiance  for  the  people,  feeing  it  was  often  exerted  to  p-event  aod 
to  redrefs  injuries  from  powerful  layman  ;  and  thus  ferved  to 
mitigate  chofe  evils,  which  could  only  be  cured  by  the  wifdom 
and  energy  of  a  better  government. 

Although  no  perfon,  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Moray  Bishops 
made  any  conipicuous  figure  as  a  (latefm;in,  yet^  both  m  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  ProLcftant  Churches,  they  appear  to  have 
been  men  of  very  refpc<5lablc  charaAers,  and  to  have  po/feiTed 
the  regard  and  confidence  of  their  refpetSive  coutemporkrics 
having  been  often  chofcn  as  the  arbitrators  of  their  difputes. 
Several  edatcs  are  dill  bounded  according  to  the  decreetj  ar- 
bitral of  Colin  Falconer,  the  laft  bifhop  who  inhabited  this 
palace,  who  died,  anno  j686,  muck  efteemed.  The  late  Puesdo 
and  William  Cuming  of  Craigmiln,  were  at  his  burial,  and 
hetrd  of: en  to  fay,  that  the  whole  country,  gintie  and fimpie, 
attended  his  funeral.  Nrither  of  his  two  fucceifors,  (Albxa»» 
DfcR  KosF  and  William  Hay,}  had  ai^y  perfoaal  rehdencc  la 
their  official  charitden 
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i        of  WilTiam  Dallas  of  StrathardeU)  and  JTefier  Haugh^  now 
i         called  Burrowhrtgs.    From  the  eaftem  precin£b  of  the  pa« 
r         lace,  a  ridge  of  moor  ftretches  the  whole  length  of  the  pa* 
2         rifht  nearly^  4  miks,  riling  gradually  towards  the  weft  into 
a  pretty  high  hill,  and  clothed  almoft  throughout  its  whole 
extent  with  thriving.fdantallons  of  fir,  interfperfed  with  other 
forefl  trees.  The  mediom  breadth  of  the  parifli  is  nearly  t3Bro 
miles.  On  the  fonth  fide  of  the  higheft  part  of  this  ridge,  about 
i  a  mile  weftwardfrom  £lgh>,  on  the  poft  road  to  Forres,  there 

^  it  a  large  extent  of  ntpf  flonrifhing  natural  oak  wood,  the  pro- 

perty of  the  Earl  of  Fife,  who  has  inclofed  it  with  a  fubftan- 
i  thl  ftMe  wall,  alid  keeps  it  properly  thinned  and  clear  of 

underwood,  fo  that,  when  fiiUy  grown,  its  value  muft  be 
very  confiderable.    Under  a  thin  ftratum  of  moorifh  foif^ 
r  the  whole  of  tikis  ridge  feems  to  be  a  mafs  of  excellent  hard 

!  free  done  \  of  which  there  is  a  quarry,  near  the  fiimmit  of  the 

)  hill,  that  fupplies  a  large  extent  of  country  with  milUftones> 

I  and  the  town  of  Elgin  and  the  neighbourhood  with  ftones 

for  boilding.    When  the  intended  Bridge  over  the 
I  Spet  at  Fochabers  comes  to  be  ei^ed,  it  will,  no  doubt, 

occur  to  thofe  concerned,  that  they  can  no  where  be  fup- 
plied  with  better  Aones,  or  at  a  cheaper  rate,  than  from  the 
Earl  of  FiFE^s  quarry  in  this  parilh. 

So//,  Climafe^  Rhuer^  isfc. — ^Upon  each  fide  of  this  ridge 
lies  the  whole  of  the  cultivated  land.  In  which  almoft  every 
variety  of  foil  is  to  be  met  with^  from  the  heavleft  clay  to 
the  lighteft  fand.  The  air  is  healthy,  and,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  hill,  peculiarly  foft  and  warm,  during  a  great 
proportion  of  the  year:  On  the  north  fide,  the  climate  it* 
not  fo  pleafaot,  the  foil  being  wet  and  cold,  and  the  lake  of- 
ten emitting  a  very  thick  and  difagreeable  fog.  Thefe  dUl 
advantages  do  not^  however^  feem  to  have  any  bad*  effedt 

upoo 
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upon  thp  IvB^h  of  tbc  inbabtit^ots^  no  difc^fe  bein^  moce 
prevalent  hcjfc  thai;^  in  apy  other  part  of  the?  country.— Thb 
psuri(h  is  bounded  on  the  S.  throughout  the  greateft  part  cxf 
its  lengthi  by  the  river  Lo^e,  excepting  that  oppofitc  to  the 
town  of  £Igin  there  is  a  fii^e  field  of  about  40  acres,   c^Ued 
Brrovgb  bridge^  which  belp9gs  to  this  parifli,  though.  00  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river  :  The  reafon  of  this  is«  that  the  Lioflk 
formerly  run  clofe  by  the  town,  as  appears  from  tKe   titk 
deeds  of  the  properties  la  the  adyoining  quarter  of  the  burgh, 
which  ftill  bouod  them  by  the  river,  although  this  valuable 
field,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Finplater,  has   been, 
from  time  immemorial,  interjcfied  between  thqpi.     The  re- 
verfe  of  this  has  happened  a  little  lower  down,  in  a  fmali  ie- 
xnicircular  field,  called  Dean^s  Crook^  which  has  been  evident* 
ly  cut  off  froui  the  Cathedral  landj^  of  Elgtni  by  the   river 
occupying  the  diameter  inftead  of  the  periphay,  which  (liU 
remains  a  reedy,  pond. 

Produce. — ^The  produflions  of  the.  parifli  are  in  no  refpeA 
different  from  thofe  of  the  country  around*  Grain,  includ* 
ing  peafc  and  beans,  is  the  article  on  which  the  tenants 
chiefly  depend  for  the  payment  of  their  rents,  and  the  pur* 
chafe  of  the  neceffaries  of  life.  On  the  larger  farms,  which 
are  rented  by  gentlemeui  turnips  and  Town  grafs  have  their 
places  in  the  rotation  of  crops  ;  but,  oa  the  f  mailer,  none  of 
the  modern  improvements  in  agriculture  have  yet  been  a* 
dopted  •.    Every  farmer,  however,  raifcs  hay,  the  foil  bciog 

very 

•  Thirty  years  ago,  neither  turnips  nor  potatoes  were  known 
in  this  parifh,  except  a  few  in  gardens.  I'he  principal  farmers 
have  now  both  in  abundan<fe  in  the  open  fields,  and  partake  of 
the  profits  of  thefe  ufeful  produ<5lion».  Gr%fs  feeds,  fuch  as 
rye-grafs  and  clover,  were  equally  unknown  40  years  ago.  A. 
few  families  of  ranki  in  the  neighbourhood,  began  to  raife  grafs ; 

and 
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very  produftivc,  and  the  fmall  poflTeflbr  finds  it  his  advan- 
tage, as  one  acre  will  produce  300  ftoncs,  when  properly  cul- 
tured, which  anfwcrs  for  the  food  of  cattle  in  fummcr,  and 
prevents  their  fending  them  to  the  Highland  Glens,  40 
miles  diftancc,  which  was  their  former  pl-aftice,  and  ftill 
partly  prevails.  In  this  parifh  and  the  neighbourhood,  with- 
in 4  miles  of  each  other,  there  are  9  piJgecn  houfes  well  ftor- 
cd  ;  a  fign  of  the  good  grain  of  the  parifh,  which,  upon  an 
average,  weighs  from  1 6  to  20  ft  ones,  per  boll,  of  barley  ; 
15  (lone,  per  boll,  of  Oats  j  and  16  ftone,  per  boll,  of  wheat* 
The  wheat  is  meal  meafure.  That  of  the  other  grain  ex- 
ceeds the  Linlithgow  boll  about  a  peck. 

Culitvdtion^  Fdrm  Rents^  iifc\ — The  farm  of  SherriiTinibi, 
rented  by  James  Walker,  Efq;  M.  D.  claims  particular 
notice  in  an  account  of  this  kind.  This  gentleman,  in  the 
early  part  of  his  life,  entered,  with  all  the  ardour  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  ihto  the  horfe-hoeing  hufbandry,  on  the  plan  of 
Jethro  Tull^  in  which  he  has  ever  fince  perfevered 
with  unfailing  fleadincfs,  raifing  crops  of  wheat,  barley,  and 
beans,  in  drills  without  a  particle  of  dung,  always  followitig 
the  intervals,  ^about  3  feet,)  for  each  fucceedlng  crop ;  and 
thus  complcatly  danonftrating  the  effeft  of  cultivation  with- 
out the  ufe  of  manure.  Although  every  operation  has  been 
performed  with  the  nicell  accuracy,  and  in  its  proper  feafon, 
and  thdttgh  the  foil  of  SKcrriffoiiln  feems  to  be  well  calcu- 
lated for  this  kind  of  hufbandry,  being  light  and  fandy,  yet 
.the  rcfult  has  not  been  fuch  as  to  encourage  imitation.  The 
com  is  indeed  fuperior  in  quality  to  any  in  the  country ; 
but  the  quantity  by  the  acre  mucb  Ufs  than  is  raifed  in  the 

broad- 

and  a  gardener  in  Elgin,  who  had  been  bred  in  London,  was 
employed  to  cut  the  grafs,  and  ovcrfce  the  hay,  for  the  fcythe 
was  then  little  known,  and  could  not  be  ufed. 
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broad-caft  way,  on  the  fame  kiod  of  foH^  well  plowed  and 
manured.    The  average  rent,  per  acre,  is  about    1 5  s.    the 
clay  land  letting  at  1 1,  the  fandy  foils  at  about    10  s.   and 
thoie  of  the  intermediate  qualities  from  14  s.  to  Otjs*   the 
acre  *•    Although  the  clay  land  in  general  pro4vicc$  large 
cropt^  yet,  on  account  of  the  additional  expence  which  at- 
tends the  management  of  it,  it  is  not  by  many  reckoned  the 
moft  profitable ;  as  the  labour  of  this  foil  is  often  .£ifpendcd 
for  a  great  part  of  the  winterj^and  in  the  beginning  of  fpring, 
while  all  the  neceflary  operations  of  that  feafon  are  diligently 
profecuted  on  the  drier  lands* 

Impravrntenti, 

*  In  this  parift,  and  generally  in  the  whole  parifbes  of  the 
country,  the  land-lords  drew  a  vi^iual  rent;  and  this  prac 
tife  continued  till  Lord  Fife  introduced  a  converfion  at  1 2  and 
12  s.  6  dy  per  boll.     If  the  ancient  rents  were  exa^ed,  ip/is  eor^ 
forihusy  it  would  be  found,  that,  on  the  average  rakie  of  grain» 
the  prefent  rents  would  not  much  exceed  the  rents  eftubmhed 
170  or  200  years  ago.     For»  by  the  valuation  of  teinds,  anno 
1 629^  Spynie,  on  the  one  end  of  the  parilh^^s  then  rented  at  i  oS 
bolls,  and  now  pays  the  heritor,  ezcluGve  of  the  precioA  or 
bilhops  part,   72  1.  Sterling*     The  farm  of  SherrifiPmiln,  then 
rented  at  50  bolls,  now  pays  48  1.     In  the  vicinity  of  the  town 
of  Elgin,  and  in  the  other  part  of  the  parifh,  Kintne  was  given 
vp,  anno  1629,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  130  bolls  of  vidoal,  and 
recently  fet  by  Lord  Fife  at  1 18  1.  14  s.  of  moneyt  and  20  bolls 
of  wheat.     This,  reckoned  with  the  firft  quality  of  foil  in  the 
country,  is  about  20  s.  per  acre ;  which,  efbimaiing  the  value  of 
a  boll  at  16  s.  proves,  that  the  prefent  reddendo  fcarcely  exceeds 
the  ancient  exa^ion ;  and  likewise  (hows,  whether  the  farmer  has 
improved  the  method  of  cultivation,  for  he  has  no  other  foorce, 
but  the  prices  of  cattle,  which,  in  the  memory  of  man,  have 
been  tripled  in  value.     If  the  cafe  were   otherwife,  the  tenant 
Hill  could  not  pavt  nor  the  land-lord  receive,  the  fiipulated 
rents  exigible  1 70  years  ago — It  alfo  proves  that  victual,  then 
n^alued  at  5  1.  Scotch  the  boll,  has  not  been  doubled,  when  every 
other  article  of  life  has  been  doubled,  tripled,  and  quadrupled. 
Servants  wages,  in  this  parilh,  40  years  ago,  were,  for  a  plough.> 
ipan,  lol.  Scotch  half  yearly,  novjol.  $  and  exceeding  ilia 
many  parts  of  the  country. 
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Imfirovemenii.^Tht  induftry  of  the  farmer  will  often  in- 
crease the  value  of  a  farm,  where  the  fluggard  will  ftarvc.  A 
remarkable  inAance  of  this  occurs  in  the  improvement  of  the 
fkrm  of  Murrayfton,  which  was  pofleiled  by  Mr  James  Dun- 
can, and  held  by  4  tenants,  at  the  low  rent  of  70  bolls,  in.the 
year  1764,  when  they  ail  became  bankrupts.  The  land- 
holder then  adapted  his  converfion  (or  19  years  to  Mr  Do* 
naldfoni  who  exerted  much  indufh'y,  and  improved  the 
farm  greatly.  On  his  refignation,  Mr  Duncan  entered  at 
an  advanced  rent  of  loU  He  lives  as  comfortably  as  Mr 
Donaldfen  did;  and  now,  befides  the  profits  of  his  crop, 
hj  attention  to  the  dairy  alone,  draws,  for  milk  and  butter, 
150I.  yearly,— It  may  be  obfcrved,  that  the  farm  of  Burrow- 
brigs  was,  170  years  ago,  only  rented  at  18  bolls  of  viftual*; 
but  now  it  rents  at  100  1.  Sterling,  owing  to  its  vicinity  to 
thd  burrow  lands  of  Elgin.  As  a  farther  evidence  of  what 
the  grounds,  by  proper  cultivation,i  may  produce,  Mr  Ru(^ 
fell,  the  proprietor  of  WeAfield,  has  let  his  eftatc  in  lots  of 
from  20  to  40  acres,  and  built  houfes  for  the  inhabitants, 
whereby  he  gets  a  rent  of  from  30  s.  to  40  s.  per  acre.  So 
•   Vol.  X.  4L  that 

*  By  the  oherriflF  Court  records  it  appears,  that  the  price  of 
a  boll  of  victual  was  81  anno  163^,  61  13  s.  ^d.  in  1636, 
7I.  in  164a,  61.  in  1644,  12  1.  in  1647,  and  9I  in  1649;  and 
bear  given  in  charity  i.ol.  per  boll,  that  is,  a  peck  to  the  boll ;  and 
%\.  for  the  meal'  Country  cloth  was  lod.  per  ell ;  half  a 
inerk  fdr  a  pair  of  hofe  ;  a  merk  for  a  pair  of  fhoes  ;  and  8  L 
for  the  Clone  of  wool,  in  1649-  A  white  horned  wedder  was 
fold  for  2  1.  Scots,  and  a  young  gtmmer  for  the  fame  ;  a  cart 
of  peats  for  4  s  ;  8  tups  for  a  boll  nf  houf^hold  meal ;  a  good 
homed  cow  for  i8l«  Scotch;  a  grey  horfe  to  the  Laird  of  Innes 
«20  doUan  ;  fait  5  L  per  boll ;  and  a  pound  of  onion  feed  for 
4I.  A  man  fervant's  fee  was  4 1  3  s  4d.  for  the  half  year, 
10  the  year  1^49  ;  and  in  a  procefs  at  the  inftance  of  Robert 
Gutherie  in  Speyfla  againft  B'  (Be  Donglast  good  wife  of  Lep. 
chers,  (be  is  decerned  in  20  merks  for  ilk  boll  of  visual  oits, 
that  is,  5  firlotS;  (fcarcely  6  firlou-of  Linlithgow  meafurej  crop 
i«49« 
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that  this  eftate,  bought  fome  years  ago  at  6000  L  draws 
more  than  400  U  aonually. 

C0///r.— There  are  201  horlci  and  560  black  cattle  in  the 
pariQi,  befides  14  large  oxen,  which  go  in  pairs  either  in  the 
plough  or  wain.  Before  the  moor  was  planted*  aloa^  everj 
tenant  had  a  fmall  flock  of  (heep  «  but  now  there  are  not 
above  200  fheep  in  the  parilh  :  And  thefe  are  chiefly  of  a 
fcnall  white-deed  breed*  which  has  been  in  this  country 
from  time  immemorial.  There  is  little  attention  paid  to  the 
\  breeding  or  improvement  of  black  cattle*  except  by  a  few  of 

f  the  gentlemen,  who  alone  turn  this  branch  of  huibandiy  to 

any  account. 

Rent  and  Proprietors. -^Thc  valued  rent  u  3055  1.  3  s.  8  d. 
Scotch  *»  which  is  divided  among  5  heritors,  exdufive  of  the 
precindk  of  Spynie,  belonging,  as  was  faid,  to  the  Cn>WA« 
BeGdes  the  farm  of  Spynie,  the  Earl  of  Fifb  holds  all  the 
lands  in  the  north  and  weft,  except  the  eftate  of  WcftfieU, 
the  property  of  Francis  Russel,  ETq;  of  Blackball,  Ad«- 
Tocate.  The  Earl  of  Fimdlater  holds  the  lands  of  Bttr« 
roughbridge,  lying  between  the  Loflie  and  the  town  of  £!• 
gin  I  as  well  as  the  lands  of  Greenhall,  Myrefide,  and  fiifliop* 
miln,  in  the  eaft,  between  Spynie  and  Elgin  ^  Jambs  Milh» 
Efqi  having  only  the  milns  of  Bifliopmiln,  with  a  fmall  con- 
tiguous property.  And  the  Lssslxbi  of  Fmdraffie  have 
long  poflefled  that  eftate,  on  the  fide  of  the  lake,  between 
the  properties  of  the  two  Earls. 

*  3y  the  old  valuation  roll  of  tUs  county,  in  the  year  i66y, 
the  real  rent  is  laid  to  have  been  198,8171.   13  a.  Scotch, 

f  i6i;i8l  ail  sdiSurliPgOatid  tht  tal(icirau6tfjQ74L  iu.tid 
f^otch^ 
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Pofmlation.^Thc  population  feems  to  have  decreafed  ia 
the  courfc  of  the  laft  30  years.  Although  there  arc  no  ve- 
ry large  farms  In  the  parifli  (there  being  only  one  that  ex- 
ceeds 100  acres),  yet  there  are  feveral,  in  which,  within  that 
period)  one  tenant  has  focceeded  to  405.  It  is  probable,  that 
the  population  may  be  ftiil  a  little  farther  diminlQicd,  as 
nearly  one  half  of  the  parifh  coniifls  of  farms  from  20  to 
40  acresy  which  the  proprietors  may  through  time  fee  pro- 
per to  lay  out  in  larger  tenements. 

The  return  to  Dr  Webftcr,  in  1755,  ^*'       ^^5  ^^"^^* 

The  number  of  fouls  at  prefent  is, 

Males         -  -  -         289 

Females        -         -         •        313 

602 

Dccreafe  263 

Of  thcfe  there  are,  of  the  Epifcopal  pcrfua- 

iion,  5  families,  confiding  of  about  30  peribos. 

The  annual  average  of  births  •,  for  7  years,  is  12 
Ditto  of  marriages  •        -        -        -        -      6 

Manufa8ur€S. — The  only  manufaftory  of  this  pariQi  is 
that  crcftcd  by  Mr  John  Ritchie,  merchant  in  Elgin.  In  the 
eafimoft  part  of  this  parifh,  on  the  river  of  LoIHe,  within  a 
half  mile  of  the  town  of  Elgin,  he  has  built  on  a  feu  belong- 
ing to  him,  a  mill  for  the  manufaAory  of  tobacco,  a  waulk* 
n^ill,  a  flax  mill,  and  bleaching  machinery,  which  has  brought 
to  great  perfcAion  the  bleaching  of  linens  and  thread  ;  and 
he  is,  with  great  af&duity,  giving  every  hope  of  bringing  thefe 
ufeful  and  laudable  inventions  to  perfeflio.':. 

Fuel. 

•  Thefe  averages  are  taken  from  the  parlfli  rcglder,  from 
1784  to  1790,  inclufivc,  a  period  in  which  it  appears  to  hivc 
been  very  exiC^.ly  kept. 


\ 
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Fuel. — Coals  may  now  be  had  at  fo  moderate  a  price,  ami 
In  a  few  ye;»rs  there  will  \\\o  be  fiich  abundanc«  of  firoody 
that  it  is   hardly  neccflary  to  notice  the  prefent  fear  city  of 

fuel  for  do.neitic  sccommodation. 

Eccitjt.:/t'ctil  Sr.fe.—The  church   and    manfe    were    moll 
plcaltintfy  fitua'ed  at  the  caftcrn  cxJrc  mity,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  CaO!e,  until  the  ytar  i73<^,  when  they  were  removcvl  to 
^4atry%vood^   a  mere  ccntncal,  thoui>U  more  bleak  firuacion^ 
m-ifly  under  the  hightit  part  of  the  norrh  fide  of   the    hill. 
Both   are  at    prrfcrit   in    pretty  good  repair ;  and   the    glebe 
and   garden,  confining  of  about  6  acrrs,  are  both    fubftun- 
tially  inclofed  with  Hone  walls.     The  fti|end,  including    60 
mcrks   for  (ommuuion  elcmentSj  is   30 1.   Sterling,  and  64 
boils  of  bear. 

Antiquities- — The  remains  of  a  DaniHi  camp  *  arc  ftill 
very  con<picuons  on  the  hill  of  ^uarrywocd.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  thofe  Danes,,  who  inhal)ited  xhc  hur^  ( burgej ) 
in  this  n€i^hbo||hood,  had  ere^led  it  as  an  afylum  for  their 
families.  It  commands  a  view  of  th«  whole  county,  and  a 
pkafant  profpcdt  into  the  counties  cf  Caithnefs,  Sutherlaodt 
Ilofs,  Invcrncfs,  Nairn,  Banff,  and  Aberdeen.  It  is  worthy 
.of  Lord  Fyfc's  notice,  and  becoming  his  lafte,  in  beautifying 
thejcounty,  to  renew  this  monument,  and  perpetuate  its  an- 
tiquity, 

Advantages 

*  Foih  FoRDON  and  Evchanan  give  account  of  the  Danes 
land»T)g  in  Murray,  about  the  y«ar  ico8,  when  Malcolm  IL 
marched  againft  tli^rr,  frugf  t,  ard  was  defeated  at  Forres. 
In  the  career  of  their  fuccefs,  they  fcnt  for  their  families,  who 
CT  j  yed  the  land  till  they  wfre  repeatedly  defeated  at  Gamerie 
in  BanfF-Qtire,  and  Crudcn  in  Bucban>  where  the  Danifh  camps 
are  Aill  to  be  feen. 
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Mvantflgei.— -One  great  advantage,  ixrhlch  this  parifh  in  a 
prculiar  manner  enjoys,  is  the  abundance  of  ftone  To  wcU 
adapted  lK>th  for  building  and  inclofing  \  of  which,  however^ 
the  inhabitants  have  not  yet  availed  theuifelves  in  any  great 
degree.  Befides  this,  no  pnrt  of  the  pariih  is  inconvenient- 
ly diftant  from  either  of  the  harbours  of  Loffieoiouth  or 
Findhorn,  or  the  markets  of  Elgin,  to  which  hft  there  is  at 
all  times  an  uninterrupted  accefs  by  a  handfome  ftone  bridge^ 
where  the  poO  road  to  Forres  crofTes  the  LofSe,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fouth  fide  of  the  parifh. 

Language  — ^The  language  of  the  parifli  is  the  Scotch  dia- 
left.  Some  of  the  names  of  places  arc  evidently  Gaelic^ 
fuch  as  Kintrae,  InJbagarU'^ ^  (Innu-antjbagairt),  the  Liggat^ 
(an  lag-fhad),  &c.  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  manj 
more  of  them  are  of  Gaelic  origin,  though  they  are  now 
corrupted  or  difguKed  fo  much,  by  having  been  ib  long  in 
the  mouths  of  Lowlanders,  that  it  is  hardly  poffible  for  a 
Highlander  to  recognize  them  for  his  native  tongue. 

CharaSIeTf  (sfc. — The  people  are  induftrious  and  fragal,  po& 
feiling  alfo  other  virtues,  nor  fo  much  the  necefiary  conie* 
quence  of  their  fituation  ;  being  in  general  honeft,  benevo* 
lent  and  friendly,  and  enrertainmg  a  high  refpeA  for  the 
ordinances  of  religion.  The  drefs  of  the  poorer  tenanta  and 
day-labourers  is  of  the  cheapeft  kind,  chiefly  of  home  mth 
nufajture  i  that  of  the  more  fubftantial  £u*mers,  and  thdr 
fervants,  is  purchafed  from  the  (hops  of  Elgin. 

•  The  Pricft's  Ifland. 

END  OP  THE  TENTH  VOLUME, 
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